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28th July, 1955

Observatlons at Willis Island
by U, Radok ‘

Dr. Radok, of the Unlver51ty Meteorology Depart-
ment described & three weeks'! visit to Willls Island in
April 1954, made possible by the help of the Royal Australian
Navy. Radlation obsérvations were made on the island with
& view to establishing the heat economy of the Coral Sea, -
It appeared however that despite its small area the island '~
creates meteorological conditions somewhat different from °
those of. the open sea, - The main feature of its "local
climate™ is a much greater daily temperature amplitude.
Trees growlng on the island reduce the observed wind
velocity below its true value for winds from dlrections
between 140° and 170° .. They also appear to create a’
distinct rain shadow: ' during a six weeks ‘period a rain-
gauge ‘located at different points near the southeast end -
of the island recorded over 1 inch of rain more than the
station rain gauge less than 200 yards away, ' These and -
other similar p01nts will be ‘taken into account in reducing -
the island's thirty years of observatlions to opon sea’ B
conditions, = The talk was illustrated with slides.

22nd -’ September, 1955 °

The World Meteorological Organisation
Oy L.J. Dwyer

The Director of the Bureau of Meteorology,
Mr. LedJs Dwyer, first described the genesis of the W.M.0., its
structure and its functions, To perform these functions the
WM.0o 18 set up with 17 constituent bodles comprising Congress,
and Executive Committee, a Secretariat, 6 Regional Associations
and 8 Technical Commissions.,

The work of Congress was illustrated by reference to
the work covered by Second Congress of which Mr., Dwyer was a
member, Decisions of Congress require a two-thirds majority
and proposals of larger nations can be defeated by a
relatively small group of the less powerful States, ’

The main functions of the Executive Committee, which
meets annually, are the provision of technical information,
counsel and assistance in the field of meteorology, the
adoption of resolutions arising out of the recommendations of
- the Technical Commissions and supervision of the execution of



