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1994-95: a warm Pacific (El Niifo
episode peaks in early summer
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Southern hemisphere circulation patterns and anomalies for the period March 1994
to February 1995 (autumn-summer inclusive) are reviewed, with emphasis given to
Pacific Basin climate indicators, and Australian rainfall and temperature patterns.
A warm Pacific episode was the dominant feature of the climate system during this
time, with widespread dry conditions persisting across Australia until January
1995. Minimum temperatures were generally below normal, particularly in winter
and spring over eastern Australia, reflecting a marked absence of cloud.

Introduction

A warm Pacific (El Nifio) episode gradually
intensified during the winter and spring of 1994,
reaching a peak in early summer 1994-95. A
tropical depression brought relieving rains to
many drought-stricken areas of Australia in mid-
January 1995. This summary reviews the
southern hemisphere and equatorial climate pat-
terns between autumn 1994 and summer 1994-
95, with particular attention given to the
Australasian/Pacific region.

The main source of information was the Cli-
mate Monitoring Bulletin (Bureau of Meteor-
ology, Australia; March 1994-February 1995
inclusive). More details are given in the Appen-

. dix.

Pacific Basin climate indices

The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI)*
Following a period of several months of near-zero
values, the SOI became significantly negative (i.e.
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Editor’s note: This Four-season climate summary is a once-only
event. [t foreshadows the appearance of more timely and concise
single-season summaries in future issues.

*The SOI used here is ten times the monthly anomaly of the
difference in mean sea-level pressure between Tahiti and Dar-
win, divided by the standard deviation of that difference for the
relevant month, based on the period 1876-1994.
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Fig.1 Southern Oscillation Index, January 1991 to
February 1995 inclusive.
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below — 10) in March 1994 and remained so until
the end of the year (Fig. 1), although a rising trend
in the five-month mean was evident in the second
half of 1994. This rising trend was perhaps a little
earlier than normal for a warm Pacific event,
which usually sees the SOI bottoming out in the
January to March period. It is worth noting that a
running five-month average of the SOI has been






