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Southern hemisphere circulation patterns and anomalies for summer (December to
February) 1995-96 are reviewed, with emphasis given to Pacific Basin climate indi-
cators, and Australian rainfall and temperature patterns. The Southern Oscillation
Index (SOI) peaked in January. Most other Pacific Basin indicators, particularly
subsurface ocean temperatures, showed the decline of a weak cool episode. Rainfall
was below average across a large part of central and northern Australia, while
temperatures were generally below normal in the southeast, although there was a
bias towards positive anomalies in western and northern areas.

Introduction

The La Nina noted in spring 1995 (Beard 1996)
reached its peak around December with respect to
the oceanography. SOI values fluctuated from
—5.5to + 8.4 during the summer. This summary
reviews the southern hemisphere and equatorial
climate patterns of summer 1995-96, with par-
ticular attention given to the Australasian and
Pacific region. i

The main sources of information were the
Climate Monitoring Bulletin (Bureau of Meteor-
ology, Australia), and the Climate Diagnostics
Bulletin  (Climate Prediction Center (CPC),
Washington). Data . sources are given in the
Appendix.

Pacific Basin climate indices

The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI)*
The values of the SOI for the individual months
from December to February were —5.5, +8.4
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* The SOI used here is ten times the monthly anomaly of the
difference in mean sea-level pressure between Tahiti and
Darwin. divided by the standard deviation of that difference for
the relevant month, based on the period 1933-1992.

and + 1.1 respectively (Fig. 1), with the individ-
ual monthly mean sea-level pressure (MSLP)
anomalies at both Darwin and Tahiti generally
not exceeding 1.0 hPa in magnitude.

Fig. 1 Southern Oscillation Index, January 1990 to
February 1996 inclusive. Means and standard
deviations based on the period 1933-1992.

20

s Monthly SOI
I —— 5 month mean

30 4







