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A summary of the broadscale tropical circulation from 70°E to
180°, for the six months November 2000 to April 2001, is pre-
sented. Weak La Niiia to neutral ENSO conditions persisted
throughout the season. Evidence for this includes the weak
Walker circulation over the Australian region, below average
atmospheric pressure confined to the equatorial belt, near-neu-
tral values of the southern oscillation index, and a weak and
narrow zone of cool sea-surface temperatures in the equatorial
eastern Pacific. However, weak warm sea-surface temperature
anomalies in the northwestern Pacific, east of Papua New
Guinea and northern Australia, as well as an active monsoon
over Indonesia and northern Australia, kept convection above
average over the region. Two major active phases of the 30 to
60-day intra-seasonal oscillation were observed, with periodici-
ty apparently shifting from 45 to 50 days in the beginning of the
season to around 70 days later in the period. A total of 17 trop-
ical cyclones developed during the period, less than the mean
for the area. The shrinking number of cyclones formed in each
zone within the region compared to previous seasons is consis-

tent with weakening La Nifia conditions.

Introduction

This summary reviews the broadscale tropical circu-
lation in the Australian/Asian region during the peri-
od November 2000 to April 2001. The area covered is
the Darwin Regional Specialised Meteorological
Centre (RSMC) analysis domain, that is 70°E to 180°,
40°N to 40°S. Seasons such as those of 1998-99 and
1999-2000 were described in previous summaries in
this series, by Shaik and Bate (1999 and 2000) respec-
tively. The first section of this summary uses mostly
six-month average charts to describe the overall sea-
sonal circulation and anomalies. The second section
uses time series to portray variations of the tropical
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circulation within the season. Intraseasonal variabili-
ty of various elements such as outgoing long wave
radiation (OLR), 200 hPa velocity potential and mean
sea-level pressure (MSLP) anomaly is analysed in this
section. The third section briefly describes the occur-
rence of tropical cyclones in the six-month period.

Data sources

The six-month seasonal charts were constructed using
GASP, the Australian global model (see Appendix).
Anomalies are derived from the European Centre for
Medium-range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) clima-
tology. Sea-surface temperature (SST) anomalies
were calculated relative to the 1°x1° global SST cli-







































