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1 Introduction 

 

The Bureau of Meteorology’s review of aerodrome forecast (TAF) services was commenced 
in 2009 in response to: 

 requests from the aviation industry for the Bureau to review its aviation weather services; 
and  

 as a quality management requirement to meet ICAO (International Civil Aviation 
Organization) service standards.   

After multiple status updates at consultative meetings with the aviation industry, the Bureau 
released a draft report for public comment on 18 December 2012, seeking formal feedback 
from all stakeholders on the draft report and in particular the draft recommendations being 
put forward by the Bureau. Industry stakeholders had until 31 March 2013 to provide formal 
comment. We received 52 submissions including 28 airport owners/operators, seven airlines, 
11 industry groups and six members of parliament. 

A review committee was established, chaired by the Bureau and comprising representatives 
of Airservices Australia (Airservices), the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) and the 
Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development (DoIRD) to formally review the 
issues raised in submissions and revise the draft review report as necessary. The main 
outcome of the work of the review committee is an increase in the number of locations where 
the provision of a MSC-funded TAF service will continue to be provided. This outcome is in 
recognition of specific operational factors applicable to these locations. The Bureau, in 
consultation with Airservices, CASA and DoIRD, has now prepared and released a TAF 
Review Final Report 

This document summarises the major changes between the draft and final versions of the 
TAF Review report. Readers are encouraged to read the TAF Review Final Report. 

2 Consultation 

The Bureau has consulted regularly and widely with the aviation industry throughout the TAF 
review—including consultancy meetings, various industry forums, and surveys of aerodrome 
owners and operators, aircraft companies and operators, and pilots. Figure 1 shows a 
timeline of major consultations. 
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Figure 1 – Timeline of TAF review consultation  

3 Changes to services 

The draft report recommended the cessation of 78 Meteorological Service Charge (MSC) 
funded TAF services. Following the review of the 52 submissions and in consideration of 
safety and operational factors, the TAF Review Committee determined that 23 of the 78 
services should continue to be provided and funded by the MSC. These 23 aerodromes are: 
Bathurst Island, Cunderdin, Fitzroy Crossing, Glen Innes, Goulburn, Innisfail, Julia Creek, 
Latrobe Valley, Leigh Creek, Maitland, Mount Hotham, Murray Bridge, Onslow, Renmark, 
Richmond (Qld), Rottnest Island, Scone, Thargomindah, Warburton, Wiluna, Windorah, 
Winton and Yuendumu. 
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The draft report recommended that $3.3 million be spent on upgrading observational 
equipment to support the retained TAF services. With the retention of a further 23 TAF 
services, and further analysis into the likely cost for observational equipment upgrades, the 
cost to upgrade observations is now estimated to be approximately $6 million. 

 

It was determined that 13 aerodromes’ TAF categories should be changed from D to C, to 
support 24-hour operations into regional areas. These aerodromes are: Bendigo, Charleville, 
Cloncurry, Cooma, Flinders Island, Latrobe Valley, Longreach, Normanton, St Helens, 
Strahan, Tennant Creek, Truscott (Mungalalu) and Warrnambool. 
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4 Changes to recommendations 

Following the review of all submissions and considering the safety and operational implications, the TAF Review Committee revised the 
recommendations which were initially published in the draft TAF Review Report. The table below provides the draft and final 
recommendations: 

 

Recommendations Draft recommendations Final recommendations 

1 

The Bureau shall categorise aerodromes based upon the 

following criteria:  
 

Category Passengers 

(annual) 

Movements 

(annual) 

International 
Designated 
Aerodromes 
(International) (A) 

N/A N/A 

Large (B) >150 000 >75 000 

Medium (C) 50 001 –  
150 000 

10 001 –  
75 000 

Small (D) 10 000 –  
50 000 

4 000 –  
10 000 

Minor (E) < 10 000 < 4 000 

 
 

The Bureau shall categorise aerodromes based upon the 

following criteria: 

 

Category Passengers 

(annual) 

Movements*  

 (annual) 

International 
designated 
aerodromes (A) 

N/A N/A 

Large (B) >150 000 >75 000 

Medium (C) 50 001 –  
150 000 

10 001 –  
75 000 

Small (D) 10 000 –  
50 000 

4 000 –  
10 000 

 
* generally excludes training flights, circuits, touch and go, 
overshoots and unsuccessful approaches by locally-based 
aircraft. 
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2 

TAFs shall be provided for those aerodromes categorised 

as International (A), Large (B), Medium (C) or Small (D). 

TAFs shall also be provided for Minor (E) aerodromes with 

sub-classification of Contractual, Defence and Strategic, 

as per: 

 

Sub-category Description 

Contractual Contractual (cost recovery) TAF 
services 

Defence Aerodromes primarily funded by the 
Department of Defence 

Strategic Domestic strategic alternate 
aerodromes as agreed by industry 

 

 
 
 

TAFs shall be provided for those aerodromes categorised 

as International (A), Large (B), Medium (C) or Small (D). 

Aerodromes not meeting Small (D) thresholds and with a 

sub-classification of Single User, Military, Network and 

Climatological will be reclassified as Small (D) aerodromes 

and will receive a corresponding TAF service. 

 

Sub-category Description 

User-funded Aerodromes used by a single user or 

industry and funded by this user on a 

contractual (cost recovery) basis 

Military Aerodromes primarily funded by the 

Department of Defence 

Network Aerodromes retained to improve the 

network of TAF services, based on use 

of aerodrome, distance between 

services and available infrastructure 

Climatological Aerodromes retained due to complex 

climatology as assessed by the Bureau 

 
 

3 

Where a category Medium (C) or Small (D) TAF is located 
within 60 nautical miles of another TAF, the need for each 
Category C and D TAF should be assessed with typically 
only one TAF being maintained. 

Where a category Medium (C) or Small (D) TAF is located 
within 60 nautical miles of another TAF, the need for each 
Category C and D TAF should be assessed—with typically 
only one TAF being maintained. An assessment will be 
carried out considering complexity of the climatology, 
availability of meteorological observations, aerodrome 
infrastructure and access to alternate aerodromes, to 
determine the location of the TAF to be provided. 
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4 

At those locations where the provision of a TAF is 
warranted by the passenger or movement numbers, but is 
for an aerodrome that exists primarily for services to an 
individual industry rather than the general community (e.g. 
does not offer sufficient regular public transport (RPT) 
services), such as mine sites, oil rigs or similar locations, a 
TAF service shall only be available on a contractual (cost 
recovery) basis. 

At those locations where the provision of a TAF is warranted 
by the passenger or movement numbers, but is for an 
aerodrome that exists primarily for services to an individual 
industry rather than the general community (e.g. does not 
offer sufficient regular publicly accessible services), such as 
mine sites, oil rigs or similar locations, a TAF service shall 
only be available on a contractual (cost recovery) basis. 

5 
At those aerodromes where an MSC-funded TAF service 
is not continued, a TAF service will be offered on a 
contractual (cost recovery) basis. 

Recommendation unchanged 

6 

All TAF services currently provided for aerodromes 
outside an Australian Flight Information Region, except 
Australian External Territory International Airports, shall be 
reviewed in consultation with stakeholders, and a 
determination made as to the continued provision of the 
service for each such aerodrome. All retained services 
shall be supported an ICAO approved agreement between 
the Bureau and the designated meteorological authority 
for the FIR within which the aerodrome is located. 

Recommendation unchanged 



 

 8 9 September 2014 

 

7 

The issue and validity times of TAFs should be 

standardised as follows: 

 

Category Issue and Validity Times 

International 
(A) 

TAF issued 6 hourly, valid for 24 or 
30 hours 

Commencement times 00, 06, 12, 
18 UTC 

Large (B) TAF issued 6 hourly, valid for 12 or 
18 hours 

Commencement times 00, 06, 12, 
18 UTC 

Medium (C) TAF issued 6 hourly, valid for 12 
hours 

Commencement times 02, 08,14 
and/or 20 UTC, except WA where 
commencement times are 04, 10, 16 
and/or 22 UTC 

Small (D) TAF issued 6 hourly, valid for up to 
12 hours 

Commencement times typically 02 
and/or 20 UTC, except WA where 
commencement times are typically 
04 and/or 22 UTC 

 
 

The issue and validity times of TAFs should be standardised 

as follows: 

 

Category Issue and Validity Times 

International 
(A) 

TAF issued six-hourly, valid for 24 or 
30 hours.  

Commencement times 00, 06, 12, 18 
UTC. 

Large (B) TAF issued six-hourly, valid for 12 or 
18 hours. 

Commencement times 00, 06, 12, 18 
UTC. 

Medium (C) TAF issued six-hourly, typically valid 
for 12 hour. 

Commencement times 02, 08, 14 
and/or 20 UTC, except in Western 
Australia where commencement times 
are 04, 10, 16 and/or 22 UTC. See 
Note 1. 

Small (D) TAF issued six- or 12-hourly, valid for 
up to 12 hours. 

Commencement times typically 20 
and/or 02 UTC, except in Western 
Australia where commencement times 
are typically 22UTC and/or 04 UTC. 
See Note 1. 

Note 1: Times will be adjusted for daylight saving where 

applicable. 
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8 

The minimum observations required for the provision of a 
new TAF shall include observations of surface wind speed 
and direction, QNH, temperature, dew point, precipitation, 
visibility, cloud amount and cloud base. This information 
shall be available to the forecaster on at a least half- 
hourly basis as follows: 

 

TAF category 
(where TAF 
provided) 

AWS (surface wind, 
QNH, temperatures, 

precipitation) 
C&V data 

International 
(A) 

1 min 1 min 

Large (B) 10 min 1 min 

Medium (C) 30 min 10 min 

Small (D) 30 min 30 min 

 

Recommendation unchanged 

9 

All TAF services to aerodromes categorised as 
International (A), Large (B) or Medium (C) will be required 
to have observations of surface wind, temperature, dew 
point, QNH, visibility, cloud base and cloud amount within 
2 years. International (A) aerodromes will also be required 
to have observations of present weather within 2 years to 
meet ICAO requirements. 

TAF services will only be provided to aerodromes with 
adequate meteorological observations. Aerodromes 
categorised as International (A), Large (B) or Medium (C) 
shall have observations of surface wind, temperature, dew 
point, QNH, visibility, cloud base and cloud amount within 
two years. International (A) aerodromes will also be required 
to have observations of present weather within two years to 
meet ICAO requirements. 
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10 

All remaining locations determined to be eligible for the 
provision of a TAF shall be equipped with an AWS 
providing surface wind speed and direction, QNH, 
temperature, dew point and precipitation within 2 years. 
These aerodromes will also require observations of 
visibility, cloud amount and cloud base within 5 years. The 
continued provision of a TAF for any location not suitably 
equipped after the aforementioned periods will be subject 
to review. 

All remaining locations determined to be eligible for the 
provision of a TAF shall be equipped with an AWS providing 
surface wind speed and direction, QNH, temperature, dew 
point and precipitation within two years. These aerodromes 
will also require observations of visibility, cloud amount and 
cloud base within five years. The continued provision of a 
TAF for any location not suitably equipped after the 
aforementioned periods will be subject to review in 
consultation with relevant stakeholders. 

11 

The Bureau should only provide observations and TAFs 
for aerodromes where reasonable (based on off-
aerodrome rents for Automatic Weather Stations) rents 
can be obtained. 

Recommendation unchanged 

12 

If the cost of observational equipment for a particular site 
is considered excessive, the provision of the service shall 
be reviewed 

If the cost of installing and maintaining observational 
equipment for a particular site is considered excessive, the 
provision of the Bureau’s observational service shall be 
reviewed based upon safety, other benefits (e.g. efficiency) 
and cost in consultation with the site owner/operator. 

13 

Any proposed changes to the categorisation and service 
for individual aerodromes should be provided to industry 
at the next scheduled Bureau of Meteorology/Industry 
Consultative meeting, depending on the level of comment 
and analysis required. This shall not limit the Bureau from 
making any temporary arrangements it deems necessary. 

Any proposed changes to the categorisation and service for 
individual aerodromes should be provided to industry at the 
next scheduled Bureau of Meteorology/Industry 
Consultative meeting, depending on the level of comment 
and analysis required. This shall not limit the Bureau from 
making any temporary arrangements it assesses as 
necessary following consultation with relevant stakeholders. 

14 

A full review of TAF categorisation, based on updated 
aerodrome passenger and movement data, shall be 
conducted every three years. 

A full review of TAF categorisation, based on updated 
information (e.g. aerodrome passenger and movement data, 
routes, policies) shall be initiated three years after the 
implementation of the last review. 

15 

A post-implementation review of any changes made as a 
result of the Bureau’s TAF review shall be conducted 12 
months after the completion and publication of the TAF 
review, in consultation with major stakeholders 

A post-implementation review of any changes made as a 
result of the Bureau’s TAF review shall be conducted one 
year after the implementation of the TAF review 
recommendations. 

 


