
To say that I applied for a position with the Bureau of 

Meteorology as a Weather Observer back in 1990 with 

the explicit purpose of coming to Antarctica would not 

be stretching the truth too far at all. In fact, I knew when 

I saw the position advertised that this was the best shot 

at achieving a goal that I had set myself when I was 10 

years old. 

I knew this because the book on Antarctica that my 

father had given me at that age had pictures of weather 

observers taking measurements at Stevenson Screens, 

releasing balloons in gale winds and then tracking them 

with WF2 radars. 

As so often happens, despite being successful in 

obtaining the position on the training course, life, as it so 

often does, began to get in the way of my master plan. 

And by the time my life plan for Antarctica was to have 

been set in motion, I found myself in a relationship with 

an instant family. My twelve month trip to Antarctica now 

became a running joke between not only my wife and I, 

but the entire family.

Fast forward 20 years to January 2012 when out of 

the blue the wife says to me, “Why don’t you apply to 

go to Antarctica?” I didn’t ask her to repeat herself in 

case I misheard and three months later I found myself 

participating in an Australian Antarctic Division 24 hour 

selection process. The idea of that is to put you through 

a range of scenarios to see how you handle pressure, 

change and community living in a small group. 

Six months later I was in Hobart undertaking the 

compulsory training component for all expeditioners 

heading South. Administration and logistics are handled 

well by the Tasmania Regional Office staff, who have been 

looking after Bureau staff passing through for years and are 

always friendly and happy to help whenever possible.

This is where the fun begins. As an Observer, there’s not 

much call for Quad bike training, forklift licences, driving 

IRB’s (Inflatable Rubber Boats) or even assisting a doctor 

perform minor, or major, surgical procedures. But as an 

Observer in Antarctica, all of these things are not only 

required but essential, and the AAD ensures that you head 

South well equipped with the skills that are required to 

have a successful (and enjoyable) year.

And what a year! 
The work schedule is pretty much what you would expect 

in a field office with Synoptic and aviation observations 

(During the “Summer” months) and Sonde flights 

taking up most of your shift. Ozone flights are also 
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conducted once a week which make a slight change to 

the usual routine. The two main differences are that very 

few locations offer a four minute walk to work or the 

opportunity to report blizzards. 

The social aspect of life in Antarctica has changed since 

the early days when water was made from collecting snow 

and melting it down. Gone are the rough and tumble days 

of huskies and sleds, replaced with quads and tracked 

Haggland vehicles, coded transmissions to and from home 

are replaced with VOIP phones and email and the cramped 

shared rooms are replaced with single room dorm style 

facilities.

The camaraderie of being in a small group, physically 

isolated from everyone else in the world hasn’t changed 

though. New skills can be learnt from people with a broad 

range of experiences and talents who are more than happy 

to share their knowledge. And those bonds will be forged 

even stronger with recreational trips to huts and “melons” 

that are scattered throughout the surrounding area. Star 

gazing at the Milky way as you’ve never seen it before,  

your first glimpse of the Aurora Australis directly overhead, 

marvelling at the differing shapes and sizes of bergs in 

Iceberg alley or watching the Emperor or Adelie penguins 

on the ice all seem to make the time go quicker. 

That’s not to say it isn’t hard to be away from family, 

friends, and so many other things for 12 months. But the 

isolation is not as imposing or daunting as it once was. This 

year we even had a video conference dart competition with 

the 3 other Australian Stations.

INTERESTED IN WORKING IN ANTARCTICA?

The experiences gained in Antarctica are unique and 

provide a life time of memories. At the very least you will 

come back with a collection of digital images that will take 

years to sort through, but more likely, along with those 

images will come a host of memories that will bring a 

smile to your face and a story to your lips for many years 

to come.
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