
In November 2008 Kheyan Maddox set 
sail for Antarctica on the Aurora Australis, 
Australia’s Antarctic Flagship. There he 
worked as a Technical Officer Level 4 
Engineer at our Casey Station, and recounts 
his experiences of life, friendship and 
work in this unique environment. Kheyan 
returned from Antarctica via A319 airbus 
in early January 2010. The following article 
about his experience in Antarctica was 
written by Kheyan on his return to Australia. 

Originating from Tarraleah, a small town in the 
central highlands of Tassie, I always thrived 
on spending my time outdoors in the cold. 
Therefore, it is no surprise that I found my way 
to Antarctica, where I have acquired a greater 
sense of appreciation for the great outdoors 
and have developed a new understanding of 
the meaning of the word cold. 

Prior to arriving in Antarctica, I worked 
with the Bureau of Meteorology in Hobart, 
performing similar technical duties to those 
I do down here. In addition I have the added 

responsibility of participating in a seven-day-a 
week weather observations roster. The nature 
of my technical work in Antarctica has allowed 
me to travel into some of the more remote 
areas off station. Being able to get out and 
explore places in Antarctica that very few have 
seen has been an absolute delight. I have also 
enjoyed the opportunity to become acquainted 
with all the Bureau’s sophisticated equipment 
on station and maintaining it to ensure that no 
meteorological data is ever compromised.

Probably the biggest highlight for me during 
the winter here (outside of work hours), 
has been my involvement with the winter 
station band. I never thought that a group of 
strangers would have advanced to the stage 
of performing live gigs together and even 
recording music. We have managed to produce 
an album of cover songs, as well as a few 
home grown hits coming out of Dog-bone 
studios! Having the opportunity to do this was 
an absolute pleasure and it has been great 
to see all the band members develop further 
musically along the way. 
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Kheyan at work at Casey. Summer 2009.



Most of the things that you tend to miss down here 
are obvious: family, friends, vegetation, sunlight (during 
winter) and also the simpler things that you don’t tend to 
think about back home, until you get here and realise that 
you have to wait a year to be able to do certain things 
again. Despite the harshness of this place, I have revelled 
in my new surroundings and have discovered I am one 
of those rare people who actually enjoy the quality time 
spent in my trusty old bivvy bag when camping out in the 
Antarctic wilderness.

All the spectacular scenery, wildlife and weather 
phenomena make this a truly unique place and I take 
home with me memories that will last a lifetime. Living 
and working with such an awesome bunch of people 
has made this experience all the more enjoyable and I 
will be honoured once I leave to be taking away lifelong 
friendships with the crew I have shared such a unique 
chapter of my life with.
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Want to know more about working in  
Antarctica? Visit our Antarctica web page  
for further information at www.bom.gov.au/
careers/antarctica.shtml
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