
Australia

Third-warmest year on 
record; mean temperature 
0.95 °C above average

Maximum temperature 
second-warmest on record; 
1.27 °C above average 

Queensland and 
New South Wales 
warmest year on record

Hobart, Brisbane warmest 
annual mean maximum 
temperature on record

Wet start and end to year, 
but June–September 
sixth-driest on record 

Tropical Pacific Ocean 
reached La Niña 
thresholds in late 
November 

Sea surface temperature 
much warmer than 
average, particularly for 
eastern Australian region 

2017 annual climate facts and events

Ninth-wettest year 
on record for 
Western Australia 

Flooding in northern 
and western Australia in 
January–February

Ninth-wettest year 
on record for Darwin 

September rainfall 
lowest on record for 
Murray–Darling BasinWinter rainfall much below average; 

June driest on record for southeast 
Australia; very dry year in Gippsland 

June nights much cooler than 
average for southern mainland

Exceptional September warmth, 
records set in southeast Significant 

February bushfire in 
Warrumbungle region 

Severe tropical 
cyclone Debbie; 
flooding in 
Queensland and 
northeastern New 
South Wales in 
March–April 

November sea surface 
temperatures highest 
on record across Bass 
Strait and Tasman Sea 

May–September 
maximum temperature 
warmest on record for 
Northern Territory

Flooding in east 
coast New South 
Wales in mid-March

Long summer warm 
spell, particularly in 
southern Queensland 
and the southeast

Unusually dry year for 
Tasmania, particularly 
June–November on the 
east coast 

November warmest on 
record for Tasmania, 
second-warmest for Victoria

Annual rainfall 8% 
above average


