
Australia’s climate and weather in 2022
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National annual mean temperature 
0.50 °C above the 1961–1990 average.

Rainfall 26% above the 1961–1990 
average, ninth-wettest year on record 
nationally, fourth-wettest for Murray 
–Darling Basin.

Water storages high across most 
areas, but remain low for parts of 
central coast Qld, western Tas,  
south-east NSW and western Vic.

Extreme rainfall in late February and 
March produced floods in south-east 
Qld and eastern NSW.

Persistent rain saw significant 
flooding affect large areas of eastern 
Australia from June to December.

Cyclones caused flooding in  
south-east Qld in January, and the 
Kimberley in WA in December.

Heatwave conditions affected parts 
of the north and the west multiple 
times during the year.

Sea surface temperatures warmest 
on record for the Australian region.

La Niña through summer 2021–22  
and from early September.

A positive phase of the Southern 
Annular Mode from mid-autumn,  
and negative Indian Ocean Dipole in 
winter and spring.

New South Wales and the ACT
It was the second-wettest year on  
record for NSW, after 1950.

Rainfall was 55% above average for  
NSW overall.

While being the coolest year for  
NSW since 1996, the annual mean 
temperature was 0.13 °C above the  
1961–1990 average.

Victoria
It was the fifth-wettest year on record  
for Victoria and the state’s highest  
rainfall since 1974.

Rainfall was 32% above average for  
Victoria overall.

The annual mean temperature for  
Victoria was 0.45 °C above the  
1961–1990 average.

Queensland
Queensland rainfall was 25% above 
average and the state’s highest rainfall 
since 2011.

The annual mean temperature for 
Queensland was 0.74 °C above the  
1961–1990 average, while being the  
coolest year since 2012.

South Australia
Rainfall was 39% above average for  
South Australia overall.

While being the coolest year for SA since 
2010, the annual mean temperature was 
0.15 °C above the 1961–1990 average.

Tasmania
Rainfall in Tasmania was 3% below  
average and very much below average  
for much of western Tasmania.

2022 was Tasmania’s equal-tenth  
warmest year on record.

The annual mean temperature for 
Tasmania was 0.57 °C above the  
1961–1990 average.

Western Australia
Rainfall for Western Australia was  
22% above average and the state’s  
highest since 2017.

The annual mean temperature for  
WA was 0.50 °C above the  
1961–1990 average.

Northern Territory
Rainfall was 12% above average  
for the Northern Territory overall.

The annual mean temperature for  
the NT was 0.69 °C above the  
1961–1990 average.

For more information visit www.bom.gov.au/climate

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate



