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BRIEF 1.1 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY OVERVIEW 

Key information and action 

• Note the background information on the Bureau of Meteorology.

Key Points 

1. The Bureau is Australia’s national weather, climate and water agency. Its expertise and
services assist Australians to manage and live within their natural environment,
encompassing the atmosphere, oceans, water and land.

2. The Bureau contributes to national social, safety, security, economic, and environmental
goals by providing weather, water, space weather and oceanographic services and by
undertaking research into science and environment-related issues in support of its
operations and services.

3. The Bureau's services are essential for national security and the daily operation of the
economy. The Bureau’s systems and services underpin all national critical infrastructure,
as well as generate business outcomes for the Australian Government and community.
The Bureau manages data in volumes unparalleled in the Australian Government.

4. The Bureau provides 40,000 specialist forecasts for defence operations and over 445,000
specialist aviation forecasts supporting 87 million airline passenger movements annually.
This is in addition to over 580,000 forecasts and warnings for the general public. A
snapshot of our 2014–15 key statistics is at Attachment A.

5. The Bureau is one of Australia's most popular government agencies, with one of the
biggest web, Facebook and Twitter audiences.

6. The Bureau is the most significant national meteorological service based in the Southern
Hemisphere and is relied upon heavily by the global meteorological community. We play a
strong role in the World Meteorological Organization.

7. The Bureau has been subjected to four independent reviews of its operations since 2007.
They have confirmed that all current Bureau functions are mandated. We are currently
subject to a Functional and Efficiency Review (FER) and another FER as part of water‑
related functions within other Australian Government agencies, including the Murray
Darling Basin Authority. Brief 1.4 refers.

Budget 

8. The Bureau is an efficient National Meteorological Service and considered lean compared
to other developed nations and the size of our task.

9. We have consistently met efficiency dividend requirements, made productivity
improvements and returned balanced budgets. This has been accomplished with
significant agency reorganisation, the automation of observations and limited
rationalisation of services. The overall impact of efficiency dividends and cuts in capital
funding has seen the increasing fragility of the Bureau IT systems and the need to
maintain meteorological equipment beyond end-of-life.
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10. The Bureau’s annual capital budget is now $9.2 million less than it was in 2012 (an 
18 per cent decrease). We manage over 27,000 assets nationally, mostly meteorological 
observing equipment valued at $500 million.   

11. Approximately 75 per cent of the Bureau's operations are funded through government 
appropriation. Compared to other national meteorological services, the Bureau is a leader 
in obtaining own source revenue.   

12. The Bureau’s forecasted operating expenditure for 2015–16 is estimated to be $367 million 
including depreciation and external services. In addition to this we will also spend 
$44 million on asset replacement (observations and IT) and $51 million on equity injection 
(mostly supercomputer). 

13. Total own source income in 2014–15 was $76.9 million, including delivery of over 
$33.7 million in cost recovered services to aviation annually. The Bureau’s external 
earnings have grown 280 per cent over the past 10 years.   

Background 

14. The Bureau’s 2016-17 Budget position is at Attachment B.   

15. The Bureau’s estimated average staffing level for the 2016-17 year is 1,602, located 
across Australia, its offshore islands and Antarctica.  

16. Staff work from offices in 70 locations across Australia including the Head Office 
(Melbourne), seven Regional Offices and seven Regional Maintenance Centres (both in 
state capitals), 46 Field Offices and a number of special purpose facilities such as one 
solar observatory and a baseline air pollution station. A map is at Attachment C. 

17. The Bureau employs shift workers to maintain a 24/7 nationwide weather and flood watch 
and to deliver forecasts every day of the year.  

18. The Director of Meteorology has specific powers under legislation. An organisation chart is 
at Attachment D. The Director of Meteorology is Australia’s Permanent Representative to 
the World Meteorological Organization. 

19. The Bureau’s 2016–17 Portfolio Budget Statement refers to a single outcome:  

Programme 1.1 Bureau of Meteorology Informed safety, security and economic 
decisions by governments, industry, and the community through the provision of 
information, forecasts, services and research relating to weather, climate and water. 

20. Profiles of members of the current Bureau Executive are at Attachment E and a list of key 
Bureau contacts is at Attachment F. 

 

Primary SES contact: Vicki Middleton, Acting Director of Meteorology,  

Secondary SES contact: Carey Robinson, Acting Deputy Director, Corporate Services Division, 
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ATTACHMENT B 

BUREAU 2016-17 BUDGET POSITIONING 

Key Points 

1. Details on the approved Bureau Budget for the 2016–17 and forward years as printed in 
the 2016–17 Portfolio Budget Statements. 

Income Statement 
2. Total revenue to the Bureau in 2016–17 is estimated to be $298.0 million, an increase of 

$5.6 million from the 2015–16 estimated actual. The movement in funding is the result of: 

• funding associated with the 2015–16 measure Stronger Farmers, Stronger Economy – 
new drought management framework; 

• funding associated with the 2015–16 measure Bureau of Meteorology – improved data 
and services supporting supercomputer capability; 

• funding associated with the 2014–15 Budget measure Supercomputer; 

• funding associated with the 2013–14 Budget measure Resourcing Requirements in 
Response to the Munro Review;   

• funding associated with the 2013–14 Budget measure Website Advertising on a 
Permanent Basis; 

• funding associated with the Water for the Future initiative announced in the 2007–08 
Budget; 

• increased funding for economic parameter adjustments; 

• reduced funding associated with cost recoverable projects and services;   

• reduced funding as a result of the increase in the Efficiency Dividend; and 

• reduced funding as a result of the 2015–16 measures Whole of Government savings – 
PSSAP Administrative Costs. 

3. Total expenses are estimated to be $367.9 million, an increase of $0.8 million from the 
2015–16 estimated actual. Whilst the Bureau is no longer funded for Depreciation through 
Appropriation Bill 1 the expenditure is still recognised on the Income Statement.  

Budgeted Departmental Balance Sheet 

4. The Bureau’s anticipated budgeted equity position of $504.6 million represents a decrease 
of $4.2 million from the 2015–16 estimated actual. The small decrease in equity is 
attributable to a small reduction in replacement Capital spend funding and lower equity 
injection funding for New Policy Proposals compared to the 2015–16 year. 

5. The Bureau’s major asset, ‘Infrastructure, Plant and Equipment’, is projected to increase 
slightly to a total of $365.1 million in 2016–17 due primarily to the increased Bureau 
Property Plant and equipment capital works offset by depreciation expense. 

6. The Bureau’s primary liability continues to be accrued employee entitlements that total 
$68.4 million.  
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ATTACHMENT D 

The administrative structure of the Bureau 



ATTACHMENT E 

Bureau of Meteorology 

Executive Staff Profiles 

Acting Director Meteorology  
Ms Vicki Middleton 

Vicki was appointed Acting Director in April 2016 and has formal charge of the Bureau 

under the Meteorology Act 1955, until such time that a new Director has been appointed. 

She has responsibilities and powers of an Agency Head under the Public Service Act 

1999 and the Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013, as well as 

responsibilities under the Water Act 2007. Vicki's substantive position in the Bureau is 

Deputy Director Corporate Services Division—Vicki has extensive Australian Public 

Service (APS) and private sector management experience across environmental 

regulation, transport security, industry and regional development, and community 

services. Prior to joining the Bureau, Vicki most recently worked with the then 

Department of the Environment, where she was responsible for regulatory reform. 

Acting Director Corporate & Chief Operating Officer 

Role to be filled on a rotational basis 

The role of Acting Director Corporate will be filled on a rotational basis, until such time that a 
Director has been appointed to the Bureau. The role of Acting Director Corporate is currently: 

Ms Carey Robinson – 11 July to 12 August 2016. 



ATTACHMENT E 

Deputy Director (Environment and 
Research) 

Mr Graham Hawke 

Graham joined the Bureau in April 2013 from Southern Rural Water, Victoria. Graham’s 

qualifications include a Bachelor of Engineering and a Master of Engineering Science 

from Monash University, as well as a Master of Business Administration. Graham is a 

graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. During his career Graham has 

served in both the public and private sectors working in business development. He is 

also a Chartered Professional Engineer and a member of Engineers Australia. Within the 

Bureau, Graham leads the Environment and Research Division. 

Deputy Director (Hazards, Warnings and 
Forecasts) 

Mr Rob Webb 

Rob has recently been appointed as Deputy Director Hazards, Warnings and Forecasts. 

Rob’s portfolio includes overall responsibility for: all national and regional weather 

forecasting and warning services; flood forecasting and warnings; warnings of hazards 

such as tsunami, space weather and volcanic ash; and specialised services for aviation, 

defence, maritime and commercial customers. Rob was previously the Regional Director 

of Queensland and before this weather services manager in New South Wales. Rob has 

extensive operational forecasting experience.  



ATTACHMENT E 

Deputy Director (Information 
Systems and Services)  
and  
Chief Information Officer  

Dr Lesley Seebeck 

Lesley joined the Bureau in June 2014 from the Department of Finance, where she was 

responsible for oversight of government information technology investment, assurance, 

capability and skills. Prior to that, Lesley was responsible for the Department of 

Finance’s policy and budget oversight of defence, intelligence and national security. She 

also worked in the Department of Defence, the Office of National Assessments, the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, as an IT and management consultant in 

private industry, and as an academic at two universities. Her PhD in Information 

Technology considered the temporal behaviour of complex adaptive systems. She has 

an MBA, a Masters in Defence Studies and a BA in Applied Science (Physics). 

Deputy Director (Observations and 
Infrastructure)  

Dr Sue Barrell 

Sue joined the Bureau in 1980 and brings a diversity of systems, services, research and 

policy experience across all Bureau program areas to the role of Deputy Director 

(Observations and Infrastructure) to which she was appointed in November 2014. Sue 

holds a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the Australian National University, a Bachelor of 

Science (Hons 1) in Physics from the University of Canterbury (NZ), a Graduate 

Diploma in Meteorology from the Bureau of Meteorology and is a Fellow of the Academy 

of Technological Sciences and Engineering. Sue is the Vice President of the World 

Meteorological Organization (WMO) Commission for Basic Systems and Chairs the 

WMO Inter-commission Coordination Group on the WMO Integrated Global Observing 

System. She is the Australian Principal Delegate to the Intergovernmental Group on 

Earth Observations (GEO). 






