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From:
Sent: Friday, 19 May 2017 4:10 PM 
To: @abc.net.au' 
Cc: BoM Media 
Subject: Media enquiry - ABC Longreach - automation of weather observations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

As requested, please find our response to your questions below. 

Please note: I'll be on leave for four weeks, so please contact media@bom.gov.au if you need anything further. 

How many stations have been de-manned across Australia? What number of bureaus still have people working in 
them? 

Of the total field stations in Australia spanning the Australian mainland, Tasmania, Antarctic, Cocos and Willis 
Islands, 30 are currently staffed, 12 have been de-staffed over the past 12 months, and a further 12 field stations are 
scheduled to be de-staffed over the next three years. 

Will all BOM stations eventually be de-manned [de-staffed]? 

Many stations will be de-staffed, however the stations will not be closed. Bureau Technical Officers will continue 
to routinely visit these sites to maintain the automated observation equipment. 

Will all of those staff members be given work in other regions (if they seek it)? 

Yes. Staff will be offered opportunities for retraining and redeployment within the Bureau's national network. 

How much better is the data provided by automated stations, in comparison to those ran by people? 

Automation of weather observations has in fact resulted in an increase in real-time weather data collected and used 
in forecasts. Quality real-time observations are critical to forecast accuracy. 

Following the installation of an automatic wind profiler at Longreach Airport, real-time wind measurements in the 
upper atmosphere are available for use by pilots and forecasters. 

This now removes the need to interrupt weather radar observations to track weather balloons, allowing for 
continuous monitoring of rain and thunderstorms. 

Prior to the installation of the wind profiler, upper atmospheric wind observations at Longreach were collected using 
weather balloons, released manually by staff. 

Is it a cheaper alternative? 

These changes are being driven by improvements in technology, rather than cost. Staff in Longreach are not 
forecasters. As has been the case for many years, specialist severe weather and flood forecasting advice for 
emergency services in Longreach continue to come from the Bureau's Queensland Regional Office in Brisbane. 

Changes are also being driven by the expectations of the Australian public in regard to the provision of accurate 
and up-to-date weather information, including: 

         more frequent and accurate data collection (weather observations), 
         how we provide warnings to the public and emergency services networks, particularly during severe 

weather, 
         major improvements in forecasting services e.g. Japanese Himawari-8 high resolution weather satellite, 

MetEye weather forecasting upgrade which provides an equal level of service for all regional locations as 
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was previously available in major cities, mobile website and weather app for access to weather information 
on smart phones, and the funding of a new supercomputer. 

All of these initiatives provide an enhanced level of weather monitoring and forecasting throughout regional 
Australia, helping to support better-informed and safer communities. 

ENDS 

Regards, 

Media and Communication Manager 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Queensland Regional Office 
PO Box 413, Brisbane Qld 4001 
Level 21, 69 Ann St, Brisbane Qld 4000 

 | www.bom.gov.au 
Queensland Media – Weather and Warnings 07 3239 8701 (24 hours, 7 days) 

Newsroom media.bom.gov.au 
Media Hotline 03 9669 4057 (6am – 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox media@bom.gov.au 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2017 2:37 PM 
To:
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - ABC Longreach - automation of weather observations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks 

I'll be in touch with a response to your questions below by Friday, earlier if I can. 

Kind regards, 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2017 2:28 PM 
To:
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - ABC Longreach - automation of weather observations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

 is one of my colleagues and we are working on the story together. 
We plan to publish the interview online with  on 2 June, to coincide with the de-manning. 
(I’m the online reporter – hence the collaboration). 

In terms of questions, can I add a few before you formulate the response? 
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1. How many stations have been de-manned across Australia?
2. What number of bureaus still have people working in them?
3. Is Longreach the last inland station to be de-manned in Queensland/Australia?
4. Will all of those staff members be given work in other regions (if they seek it)?
5. How much better is the data provided by automated stations, in comparison to those ran by people?
6. Will all BOM stations eventually be de-manned?
7. Is it a cheaper alternative?

Thanks 

Best, 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 16 May 2017 1:39 PM 
To: @abc.net.au> 
Cc: BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Media enquiry - ABC Longreach - automation of weather observations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

Thanks for your email,  was interviewed by  at ABC Longreach on Friday coinciding with the last 
balloon launch. 

For consistency, we'll prepare a written response to your questions below. In brief, these changes in technology are 
national, not limited to inland locations, and represent an overall improvement in service. 

I'll be in touch as soon as we are able, please feel free to follow up with me directly (details below). 

Regards, 

Media and Communication Manager, Queensland 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Queensland Regional Office 
PO Box 413, Brisbane Qld 4001 
Level 21, 69 Ann St, Brisbane Qld 4000 

 www.bom.gov.au 
Queensland Media – Weather and Warnings 07 3239 8701 (24 hours, 7 days) 

Newsroom media.bom.gov.au 
Media Hotline 03 9669 4057 (6am – 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox media@bom.gov.au 

From:
Sent: Monday, 15 May 2017 12:40 PM 
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To: 'media@bom.gov.au' <media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Media enquiry: Last inland Queensland bureau to be de-manned 

Good afternoon, 

I am interested in doing a story on the de-manning of Longreach’s weather bureau, which will occur on June 2. 
We have spoken to office manager  who ran us through the last weather balloon release, but I was 
hoping to chat to somebody from BOM who could outline how the automated stations will work, and how they’ll 
replace the work currently performed by people.  
I’d also be interested in finding out how many inland stations still have people working in them, as I understand it’s 
mostly the coastal bureaus which have staff.  

It’s a story that I am gathering now, in order to publish in on June 2 (as I’m away for a couple of weeks)
I am around until 4pm today, or can do the interview sometime tomorrow, between 7.30 and 9.30, and then after 
11am. 

My best line is 

Thanks,  

Multiplatform Reporter, Mount Isa 
ABC North West Qld and ABC Western Qld  
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MEDIA CONTACT
Media Hotline 03 9669 4057 | Media Mailb @bom.gov.au | Newsroom media.bom.gov.au

Longreach weather radar to provide coverage around the clock

9 June 2017

The Bureau of Meteorology has completed the installation of an automatic wind profiler at Longreach 
Airport, providing real-time wind measurements of the upper atmosphere in the region for use by pilots 
and forecasters. 

Acting Queensland Regional Director Richard Wardle said this now removes the requirement for wind 
observations by the weather radar, allowing continuous monitoring of rain and thunderstorms.

Prior to the installation of the wind profiler, wind observations at Longreach were collected by weather 
balloons, released manually by staff. As a result, radar images were not available to the public for 
several hours each day while the radar was used for tracking the manually release weather balloons.

"Now, with the installation of better on-the-ground weather observation infrastructure and vast 
improvements in satellite technology, the Bureau is able to gather more meteorological data, more 
frequently. This, combined with a leap in computing capacity, is driving big improvements in forecasting."

A range of industries rely on weather information for planning their activities. Examples include 
agricultural producers for stock and pasture management, mining and resources sectors in planning their 
operations, and local tourism operators.

In addition to the continuous radar coverage, the community now has access to the Next Generation 
Forecast and Warning System through MetEye, a service providing seven day forecasts across the 
continent and surrounding coastal waters down to fine scale (6km x 6km resolution) MetEye provides a 
level of service for regional Australia that was previously only available in metropolitan cities.

The frequency and resolution of available satellite imagery increased significantly last year with the 
launch of the Japanese satellite, Himawari-8. These images are now publicly available, and refreshed 
every 10 minutes on the Bureau's website.

All of these initiatives provide an enhanced level of weather monitoring and forecasting throughout 
regional Australia, helping to support a better-informed and safer communities.

As has been the case for many years, specialist severe weather and flood forecasting advice for 
emergency services in Longreach continue to come from the Bureau's Queensland Regional Office in 
Brisbane.

For further information go to our Learn About Radar information page, or view the Longreach Radar 
Loop here. 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Monday, 5 June 2017 5:24 PM
To: Communication Section
Cc: Mbx_BoMCoord; BoM Media
Subject: Media calendar input - 7 June [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Calendar of media dates and opportunities as of 7 June.docx; MO Opportunities 

Calendar 7 June.docm

Good afternoon everyone, 

Please find attached the Department's Environment and Energy Media Dates and Opportunities Calendar. This 
calendar has been developed to meet the needs of the Minister. We have been asked to include annual awareness 
dates relevant to the portfolio - even if we are not planning to support these – as it provides the opportunity for the 
Minister to prepare media releases or refer to these opportunities in speeches or other events. These dates should 
be noted 'for information only'. 

Also attached is the Bureau Communication Section's Minister's Opportunities (MO) Calendar. This is a Bureau-
specific calendar for Ministerial events and opportunities, which is the basis for a weekly discussion with the 
Minister's Office. This calendar should also include planned Bureau launches and media releases, not involving the 
Minister, for information. It is a planning document that allows us to include the dates and status of current, future 
and TBC events, and is subject to change.  

Please reply with any changes before 10am Wednesday 7 June. 

Thanks, 

 | Media Advisor 

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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On 8 Sep 2017, at 07:22, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:

Hi Anthony 

Please see further questions re our measurements from  Dr Marohasy is using 
the AWS report to claim vindication of her points around us not complying with WMO 
guidelines. 

I suspect he may file for tomorrow in the Oz given previous so we need to respond today
Will ring to discuss.

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/09/vindicated-bureau-not-following-wmo-guidelines/

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message:

From:
Date: 8 September 2017 at 04:23:17 AEST 
To: BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

I am having difficulty reconciling your previous email with the information provided in 
BoM's report released yesterday (below). 

Can you tell me does BoM still maintain that the one second reading is actually an average 
not real time?

Is this consistent with yesterday's report? 

Thanks and best 

4.2.4 Instantaneous temperature value to one-minute value

The Almos and the Telmet 320 DAS capture, test, and process data in different ways. 
4.2 4.1 Almos (internal quality control)
The Almos AWS has two key data validation tests: a range test and a rate test: 

The range test checks that the one-second temperature value that is measured is within 
the range –50°C to +70°C at all stages in the process. If a value does not fall within this 
range, it is replaced with a marker (or flag) denoting that the value is unavailable; and  

The rate test checks that the difference between the current measurement and the previous 
one is no greater than 0.4°C. If the difference is greater, the measurement is replaced with a 
marker denoting that the current value is unavailable. 
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All valid one-second temperature values within the minute interval are assembled into an 
array. If there are more than nine valid one-second temperature values within the minute 
interval, then a range of one-minute statistics are generated from these values. These 
include:  

 an instantaneous air temperature is the last valid one-second temperature value in 
the minute interval;  

 one-minute maximum air temperature is the maximum valid one-second 
temperature value in the minute interval; and  

 one-minute minimum air temperature is the minimum valid one-second 
temperature value in the minute interval. 

If there are less than 10 valid one-second temperature values within a minute 
interval, then the instantaneous air temperature and all one-minute temperature 
statistics are marked as being unavailable. 

4.2.4.2 Telmet 320 (internal quality control) 

The Telmet 320 AWS implements a larger suite of data validation tests, reflecting its more 
modern technology compared with the Almos. 

The range and rate tests are similar to the Almos, except that the one-second temperature 
value measured must be between –70°C and +60 °C. Temperature values that do not pass 
the tests are marked (flagged) as unavailable. The threshold number of temperature values 
needed to calculate the three main temperature statistics is also the same as an Almos.  

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 6, 2017, at 2:17 AM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:

Some information for your background, not attribution:

The temperature sensor itself is an averaging or integrating device. The response time of the sensor 
is as long or longer than the changes in the temperature of air it is measuring. This means that each 
second measurement is not an instantaneous measurement of the air temperature but an average 
of the previous 40 to 80 seconds. This process is comparable to the observation process of an 
observer using a "mercury in glass" thermometer.

Both the mercury-in-glass thermometers, and the electronic sensors, are housed within a Stevenson 
Screen. The time taken for air to be exchanged from the outside environment to within the screen 
provides a further time integration for the measurement of the ambient air temperature.

Some sites sample the temperature once per minute, and second-by second to better capture 
extrema. Other sites average over one minute but still capture second-by second extrema. These 
procedures comply with Part II, 1 of the CIMO Guide (Section 1.3.2.2 refers).

Regards,
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 6 September 2017 12:26 PM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thank you for letting me know 

I will wait for your response. 

Best

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 5, 2017, at 8:34 PM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:

Hi 

I’m still trying to track down someone who can assist with this so it is unlikely I’ll have a response 
ready by your 1pm deadline .

Regards, 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 6 September 2017 6:48 AM
To:
Subject: Re: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thank you 

The below extract is from the WMO document you sent to me. 

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/IMOP/CIMO-Guide.html

To my reading in Part 2, 1 - Measurements at Automatic Weather Stations it clearly says one 
to ten minute averages are recommended. This constitutes an instantaneous meteorological 
value.

To be absolutely clear, is BoM recording one second extrema or an averaged temperature 
over one to ten minutes? 

Can you please respond by 1pm today. 

Thanks and best 

WMO extract 
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Part 2, 1 - Measurements at Automatic Weather Stations

1.3.2.4 Instantaneous meteorological values 

The natural small-scale variability of the atmosphere, the introduction of noise into the 
measurement process by electronic devices and, in particular, the use of sensors with short 
time- constants make averaging a most desirable process for reducing the uncertainty of 
reported data. In order to standardize averaging algorithms it is recommended:13 (a) That 
atmospheric pressure, air temperature, air humidity, sea-surface temperature, visibility, 
among others, be reported as 1 to 10 min averages, which are obtained after linearization of 
the sensor output; (b) That wind, except wind gusts, be reported as 2 or 10 min averages, 
which are obtained after linearization of the sensor output. These averaged values are to be 
considered as the “instantaneous” values of meteorological variables for use in most 
operational applications and should not be confused with the raw instantaneous sensor 
samples or the mean values over longer periods of time required from some applications. 
One-minute averages, as far as applicable, are suggested for most variables as suitable 
instantaneous values. 

Ends 

From:  on behalf of BoM Media 
<Media@bom.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2017 2:06:35 AM 
To:
Cc: BoM Media 
Subject: RE: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Some information for your background, not attribution:
The document you refer to is 20 years old and notes on the first page: “This report has been 
produced without editorial revision by the WMO Secretariat. It is not an official WMO 
publication and its distribution in this form does not imply endorsement by the Organization 
of the ideas expressed".

The document you refer to does not recommend that temperature recordings are averaged 
over one to ten minute periods. In fact it states that "a temperature, which changes 
relatively slowly, is adequately represented by an instantaneous reading".

The Bureau’s methods of recording temperature data from AWS are compliant with the 
current WMO guidance material as documented in the Commission for Instruments and 
Methods of Observation (CIMO) Guide.

Regards,
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 | Media Adviser 
<image001.gif> 
Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution.
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 1:11 AM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thank you for your reply.

The WMO document suggests an average reading rather than one second extrema.

Can you please provide answers to my earlier questions.

1) Are temperatures recorded at AWS installations averaged over one to ten minute periods
or are they one second extrema?

2) If one second extrema temperatures are being used, why has BoM not adopted the
methodology recommended by the WMO for AWS. 

3) If one second extrema temperatures are being used, can data from AWS installations be
considered fit for purpose.

Thanks and best 

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 4, 2017, at 1:53 AM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:

Hi 
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In answer to your question, ‘Can you please confirm the accuracy of the following 
report’http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/09/two-decades-temperature-data-australia-not-fit-
purpose

The report is fundamentally wrong. The claim that “the Bureau is placing limits on how cold an 
individual weather station can record a temperature” is simply not true.

The Bureau's AWS temperature measurements are conducted in accordance with WMO 
requirements. The official WMO guidance on temperature measurement is the WMO Commission 
for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO) 
Guide. http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/IMOP/CIMO-Guide.html

Regards, 

 | Media Adviser 
<image001.gif> 
Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution.
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From:
Sent: Monday, 4 September 2017 10:23 AM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: AWS recordings [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Good morning 

How are we going with that response? 

best

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 2, 2017, at 9:56 AM, > wrote:

Thank you 

EL

EDSepteSepte

e: AWS reAWS re

morning

How areHow are

OF

ATIO
Nion ion 

on



Monday is fine. 

Best

Sent from my iPad

On Sep 2, 2017, at 1:30 AM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:

Hi 

As it is the weekend, I won't be able to find someone to answer your questions in the 
timeframe provided.

Regards,

Media Duty Officer
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days)
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for 
background and is not for attribution.

On 2 Sep. 2017, at 5:58 am, > wrote:

Good morning, 

Can you please confirm the accuracy of the following report. 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/09/two-decades-temperature-data-australia-not-fit-
purpose/

In particular,

1) Are temperatures recorded at AWS installations averaged over one to ten minute periods
or are they one second extrema?

2) If one second extrema temperatures are being used, why has BoM not adopted the
methodology recommended by the WMO for AWS.

ELpp

EL
j

EDase confise confi

/jenniferm
urpose/urpose/

EL

OF

ATIO
N

the he 

ays)ys)



3) If one second extrema temperatures are being used, can data from AWS installations be
considered fit for purpose.

My deadline in 10am Sunday AEST.  

Thanks and best  

Sent from my iPad
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 29 August 2017 12:27 PM
Subject: Media Release: Sydney's weather radar to go offline for an upgrade 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Sydney's weather radar to go offline for an upgrade 

Issued: Tuesday 29 August 2017

Sydney's weather radar at Terrey Hills will go offline at the end of this week for an upgrade that will increase its 
ability to detect hail and better assess rainfall. 

Terrey Hills is one of four Bureau of Meteorology S1 Doppler radars to receive this upgrade. The others are in 
Brisbane, Melbourne and Adelaide. 

The addition of dual-polarisation scanning will provide a capability that sends out both horizontal and vertical pulses 
to provide a more detailed picture inside weather systems. 

Acting Weather Services Manager for New South Wales, Simon Louis, said the Bureau's nearby radars, at Appin near 
Wollongong and Lemon Tree Passage north of Newcastle, would provide coverage overlap for Sydney while the 
works were completed. 

"This upgrade has been scheduled ahead of the storm season, when the risk of severe weather is less likely," Mr 
Louis said. 

"Radar is just one of the tools we use to forecast weather, along with satellite, lightning detectors, automatic 
weather stations and flood warning network rainfall gauges. 

"The good news is when the Terrey Hills radar upgrade is completed, forecasters will have an enhanced ability to 
identify rain, hail, ice pellets or bushfire debris." 

The Terrey Hills weather radar will be offline for approximately four weeks from 31 August. During the upgrade the 
Sydney radar web page and mobile app will be redirected to Wollongong radar. 

Another tool available to the public is MetEye (available at: http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye/) which 
provides graphical forecasts on current weather, rainfall, wind, waves, temperature, humidity and UV index. 

– Ends –

Video is available, please contact NSW Media and Communication Manager, Raveena Carroll-Kenney, on 02 9296 
1545 for more information.  
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Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 
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Areas of highest on record for September extend down into Victoria: 

State site records for September: 
 Victoria: 37.7 °C at Mildura (previous was 37.4 °C at Mildura on 22 Sep 2003)

Moria:ria:



 New South Wales: 40.5 °C at Wilcannia, 40.3 °C at White Cliffs, and 40.0 °C at Bourke (previous was 39.6 °C
at Wanaaring on 28 Sep 2004)

o As of 3pm, 7 sites equalled or exceeded the previous NSW record

Stations with 30+ years of observations: 
http://cmap.bom.gov.au/cas/work/blare/html/stats.html 
Hottest September day on record at:
Victoria: 

 Mildura Airport 37.7 (previous 37.4 on 22 Sep 2003)
 Kyabram 32.4 (previous was 32.2 on 12 Sep 2009)
 Tatura Inst Sustainable Ag 32.4 (previous was 31.7 on 27 Sep 2008)
 Morwell 31.4 (previous was 31.0 on 27 Sep 1987)
 East Sale 33.9 (previous was 33.0 on 30 Sep 1980)
 Bairnsdale Airport 35.4 (previous was 32.6 on 26 Sep 1987)
 Gabo Island Lighthouse 31.2 (previous was 31.0 on 30 Sep 1973)

New South Wales: 
 Wagga Wagga 32.9 (previous was 31.8 26 Sep 1965)
 Trangie 38.1 (previous was 35.2 on 30 Sep 1980)
 Cobar 38.4 (previous was 38.0 on 22 Sep 2003)
 Griffith Airport 38.2 (previous was 35.0 on 22 Sep 2003)
 Cessnock Airport 35.7 (previous was 34.9 on 22 Sep 2003)

Early season heat records at Moorabbin Airport (Vic), Scoresby (Vic), Camden Airport (NSW), and Charleville Aero 
(Qld). 
(i.e. never been this hot so early in the season) 

ACORN-SAT locations with September records (these look okay to me, but need Blair to check these, or wait until 
Monday): 

 Tibooburra 39.5
 Thargomindah 40.4
 Bourke 40.0
 Walgett 39.2
 Dubbo 35.5
 Gunnedah 35.5
 Scone 35.2
 Bathurst 30.6
 Canberra 30.0
 Richmond 36.9
 Wilcannia 40.5
 Cobar 38.4
 Deniliquin 36.7
 Mildura 37.7

West Wyalong looks like a near-miss to me from the old PO site in 1980… Blair? 

And record high diurnal temperature ranges (DTR): 
Yesterday (Friday): 

 Woomera Aerodrome (SA)
 Walpeup Research (Vic)

Today (Saturday): 
East Sale (Vic)

 Gabo Island Lighthouse (Vic)

Fire weather: 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 23 September 2017 12:59 PM 
To: BoM Media 
Cc:  climate.monitoring 
Subject: Re: Stat check 

Looks like we may have had a new record for Victoria too - awaiting confirmation on the 37.7C recorded 
already at Mildura 

Sent from a Bureau of Meteorology mobile (

On 23 Sep 2017, at 12:46 pm, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi 

Any chance you could look into this Monday if you're around? 

Thanks, 

Media Duty Officer 
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is 
for background and is not for attribution. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: @fairfaxmedia.com.au> 
Date: 23 September 2017 at 12:35:12 pm AEST 
To: BoM Media <media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Stat check 

Hi folks... 

I know  is not on deck...but if somebody can check that stat, I'd be happy. 

What was Australia's area-average temp on Friday. Was it the hottest on record for 
September, and what did it beat? 

Thanks as always for any help, 

chrs 

-- 
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| Environment Editor| The Sydney Morning Herald

Level 4, ODI, 1 Darling Island Rd, Pyrmont, NSW 2009
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 2:02 PM
To: Katherine Philp
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL:Draft Ministerial Media Release AWS Review 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Kath – looks like the fifth par in the release is missing a word.  

The hardware cards causing the outages at temperatures below -10.4 degrees were replaced as a matter of urgency. 

From: Katherine Philp  
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 1:55 PM 
To: Andrew Johnson 
Cc: Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer; BoM Media;  Rob Webb; Jennifer Gale 
Subject: FOR APPROVAL:Draft Ministerial Media Release AWS Review [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Andrew 

For your approval please, a draft media release for the Minister releasing the AWS report is attached. 

We’ll have some Ministerial TPs for your review shortly…they’ll all be sent past the department. 

Also, FYI  has come back again.  I’m working on a response and will run it past you soon. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Monday, 11 September 2017 1:59 PM
To:
Cc:  BoM Media
Subject: RE:  [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only]

Hi  – just wanted to close the loop on this one.

Was this issue resolved today? 

Thanks, 

From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 5:25 PM 
To: BoM Media 
Cc:  Neil Plummer 
Subject: Re:  [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi 

Those talking points look good. 

From:  on behalf of BoM Media 
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 5:23 PM 
To:
Cc:  Neil Plummer; BoM Media 
Subject: FW:  [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 

Hi 

As I mentioned, we've thrown a few talking points together around this in case we're asked this weekend. 

Can you let me know if you're comfortable with these?  

Also – thank you Lisa for your help!  

Talking points (If asked): 

 The Bureau has identified a fault with its Victorian weather observations displaying on the website. The
issue is affecting Victorian observations only on the Bureau's website, mobile app, and MetEye.

 Observations on the website are usually updated every 30 minutes, due to a technical fault, in some cases
they may only be updated every hour on the Victorian page.

 Observations on the mobile application and MetEye are usually updated every 10 minutes, due to a
technical fault, in some cases they may only be updated every 20 minutes for Victoria.
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Thanks for the heads up  
(For info – Rob, Anthony, Dave, State Managers, BoM-Media) 

As discussed, please consider a short message on the web page alerting users to possible intermittent problems. I 
have just spoken to Simon Mair (GM-SD&S, D&DG) who updated me on this. He said that there was unlikely to be 
any data loss. 

Cheers, Neil 

Neil Plummer | General Manager Community Forecasts, Bureau of Meteorology 
 

From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 2:54 PM 
To: GM_CF 
Cc: SRPW 
Subject: FW:  [DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] 
Importance: High 

Hi Neil 

For your awareness, there's an ongoing but intermittent fault with Victorian observations not updating on the 
website, mobile app, and other applications. We're told the issue may have been going on for a while (perhaps since 
last Thursday). Investigations are under way on how often it's happening. Old data are displayed until the next 
available update. 

The database team are working  but this may not be applied until Monday – 
when the downstream effects are not clear. 

Given increased scrutiny this week on the Bureau's observations, I have briefed the media and social teams for their 
awareness over the weekend. An incident report has been submitted. 

Cheers, 

 | Public Weather Forecasts
Bureau of Meteorology 

From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 1:39 PM 
To: 

Cc:
Subject: Re:  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

cc 

We are

In summary, the public obs pages (e.g. http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/observations/melbourne.shtml) and 
the mobile app may have no observations (e.g. temperature) intermittently due to this fault. 

I suggest , however it is essential that the other stakeholders are consulted. 
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Happy to discuss. 

From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 12:53 PM 
To:

Cc:
Subject: RE:  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks 

 if this needs to be done today  when is the best time to do this as far as users 
are concern and considering the  required?  What impact and risk does this have to end users if not done today 
versus doing this next week? 

 I've included you in this email since mobile app was mentioned in the below email.

All, please ensure that all stakeholders are across this planned change.  

 if an emergency change is required, could you please assist in organising and facilitating this.

Let me know if I can assist further remotely.

Regards,

Mobile:  (working from home today)

From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 12:40 PM 
To:
Cc: 
Subject:  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

As a background for those on the CC lists ,
 This issue is happening intermittently and as I 

understand it will have issues such as current data not being visible to downstream applications such as mobile app 
and other public available applications. 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 9:21 AM
To: Katherine Philp
Cc:  BoM Media
Subject: RE: Quick task this morning [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Kath 

Please see below, I’ve been hunting through a zillion emails trying to find the spot of our website where the report 
will go up – was it here? http://www.bom.gov.au/research/research-reports.shtml  

--------------------------- 
Subject: AWS review released today - Media handling for MACMs and State Managers 

Hello MACMs and State Mangers, 

Sometime today, the Ministers Office will be issuing a media release on the findings of the AWS review.  Once live, 
the release can be viewed here: http://www.environment.gov.au/minister/frydenberg/media-releases/index.html 

And the full report will be available here:  http://www.bom.gov.au/research/research-reports.shtml 

Media handling 

• Any media enquiries about the AWS review or the Bureau’s AWS equipment in general should be
referred to the national media team 03 9669 4057 or media@bom.gov.au

• If asked on air  or in live interview about the AWS review: I understand the minister has released a report
about this  - I’ll have to refer you to his statement online as this isn't my area of expertise.

• Any public enquiries should be referred to the ministers media release.

If you have any questions, please contact the national media team, 

Cheers, 

-----Original Message----- 
From: 
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 8:21 AM 
To:  BoM Media 
Cc: Katherine Philp 
Subject: Quick task this morning 

Hi guys - looks like we are on for the AWS report release this pm. 

Would one of you mind drafting an email this morning to go to the Macms and RDs with a line forecasters can use if 
asked on air about the report - should say something like 'I understand the minister has released a report about 
this  - this isn't my area of expertise' or similar and advise that all other public enquiries etc should be referred to the 
Minister's Media release in first place as the first response. Should copy Weather Connect and Social in as well as 
the climate helpdesk email. 

Kath should probably review before we circulate. 

Thanks! I will be in as soon as I can after 10am. 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 9 August 2017 12:34 PM
To: Katherine Philp
Cc: BoM Media; 
Subject: ABC content list [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: 170908 ABC BOM content list.docx

Hi Kath – here's our brain dump so far for discussion at 2.30. 

Thanks, 

 | Media Advisor 

Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 
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Could provide expert insights to create awesome  Virtual Reality experiences (inside a cyclone / inside a cloud/ in Antarctica/ creation of a tsunami 
wave due to undersea earthquake 
Possibility of a BOM/ABC weather channel 
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From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 4:34 PM 
To:
Cc: BoM Media 
Subject: RE: 3:05 ABC Radio Canberra Drive interview [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

That's great. Thanks , yep, let's talk tomorrow morning.  

Re AWS we have one standard line and as we won't be commenting during the review it's pretty straightforward. 

From:
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 4:18 PM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Re: 3:05 ABC Radio Canberra Drive interview [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

I should be able to date that. I am not in the office this afternoon but I can chat to you about it first thing in the 
morning if that's ok? I might not be in as early as normal because I have to pick my mum up from the airport but I 
should hopefully be in by 9.  

Can you provide me with TPs on the AWS situation just in case that was to come up?  
Re the temperature thing...as you pointed out I can't really comment other than to talk about how we have 
standard measurements etc.  

Better watch AskBOM to familiarise myself! 

Sent from my iPhone 

On 7 Aug 2017, at 4:01 pm, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

 I have a proposition. I know you're busy so totally just throwing it out there. 

We declined the request below because I just couldn't find anyone in time who wasn't taking part in 
action, etc. 

His colleague  is doing an online story about 'feels like' temperature and wanted to 
have a chat with someone about what it means etc. I explained we couldn’t talk on the car/clothes 
question but the basic concept, yes.  

Would you have 10 minutes tomorrow morning to chat with her? 

Thanks, 

From: @abc.net.au] 
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 1:28 PM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: 3:05 ABC Radio Canberra Drive interview 

Hi there! 

Sorry I didn’t include my number before. 
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The number for this desk is  If you could let me know once you have locked someone 
in that would be great! 

Cheers, 

From:
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 12:22 PM 
To: 'media@bom.gov.au' <media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: ATTN: 

Hi 

 here from ABC Radio Canberra. 

We’d be looking for someone to talk us through the difference between apparent and actual 
temperature at 3:05 today. It would be a nice light conversation, so someone who is willing to have 
a bit of a laugh would be great! 

A few questions would be things like: what goes into the different temperature readings, why have 
the two readings, how much would clothes affect things like the humidity your body gives off, how 
accurate are thermometers depending on their locations (eg in a car vs on your porch vs in your 
house). 

If you could let me know who we can talk to and a phone number for that person that would be 
great! 

Cheers, 

- 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

The information contained in this email and any attachment is confidential and may contain 
legally privileged or copyright material. It is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). If 
you are not the intended recipient of this email, you are not permitted to disseminate, 
distribute or copy this email or any attachments. If you have received this message in error, 
please notify the sender immediately and delete this email from your system. The ABC does 
not represent or warrant that this transmission is secure or virus free. Before opening any 
attachment you should check for viruses. The ABC's liability is limited to resupplying any 
email and attachments. 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 12:34 PM
To: Neil Plummer
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: FW:  questions [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Neil.  

Statement below as discussed. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: 
Sent: Thursday, 3 August 2017 6:16 PM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Re:  questions [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thank you  

Sent from my iPad 

> On Aug 3, 2017, at 2:25 AM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote:
>
> 
> 
> The findings of a review into this matter will be made available after completion, we do not intend to publish 
detail  prior to that. 
>  
> Regarding management of the AWS program, it is part of the Observing Systems and Operations Program, 
separate from the climate areas.  The Bureau requests that you do not make ill-informed or libellous claims about 
any individual working here.       
>  
> Regards 
> 
> 
> 
>  | Media Adviser 
> 
> Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
> Bureau of Meteorology GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 Level 6, 700
> Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008
>
> Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) Media Mailbox: 
> media@bom.gov.au
> Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au
>
> Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
> 
> 
>

 FR

Mov.au> wr

e made ae made a

ATIO
N

Doc. 27



> -----Original Message-----
> From:
> Sent: Thursday, 3 August 2017 10:58 AM
> To: BoM Media
> Subject:  questions
>
> Hello, 
> 
> Can you please confirm that smartcards were installed in automatic weather stations including Goulburn to stop 
them automatically recording temperatures below minus 10C? 
>  
> Are the smart cards part of the quality control program referred to in previous correspondence? 
> 
> How many AWS stations are fitted with these smartcards? 
> 
> What was their purpose? 
> 
> Did they filter out high as well as low temperatures? 
> 
> At what limit was the upper temperature reading set? 
> 
> Was the program overseen by BoM manager ? 
> 
> My deadline is now. 
> 
> Thanks and best 
>
>
> 
> 
> Sent from my iPad
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From:
Sent: Monday, 24 July 2017 4:37 PM
To: BoM Media; Katherine Philp; Mbx_SocialMedia; Communication Section; Weather 

Connect Customer Support; nwgu_all; 
Cc:
Subject: Seeking ideas for National Science Week 12-20 August 2017 for social media 

content [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

TO: All of Community Outreach and Media team 

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 12-20 AUGUST 2017: Calling for ideas for potential social media content! 

Hello everyone, 

I write to you requesting your ideas and suggestions for National Science Week. 

National Science Week is a great opportunity for the Bureau to showcase our expertise in 
science/technology and share this with the community (take the Bureau direct to the people!). 

This year’s school’s theme: Future Earth. 

Future Earth was launched in 2015 as part of a ten year international initiative to advance global 
sustainability science.   

National Science Week runs for nine days. Ideally, we would run an activity each day mixed across our 
social media channels. I would like to narrow down an achievable list by 27 July for David Perry’s approval. 

Here are some examples of content types we know our audience likes: 
snackable content like; GIFS (AskBOM What’s that cloud graphic and Winter Solstice)
short videos (2-3 minutes like AskBOM series)
plain english explainers (BOM Blog)
opportunities to interact with us on our Facebook page with BOM (World Met Day––AskBOM Live
about clouds)
beautiful images (all types of weather photos)
interesting facts (weather science alongside our weather videos)
humour mixed with science (like some of the puns on our tweets).

When you’re thinking of ideas, we’d like people to feel: 
wowed by the science/technology;
feel a sense of excitement;
connected to the brand and respect for the expertise within;
inspired by the STEM field; and
see the value of our work and understand how it helps the community every day.

Platforms we will use that will be tailored to each content type: 

Facebook – The community’s channel. Content must be interactive, and we must seek engagement for 
people to see our content. 

Doc. 29



Twitter – Broadcast channel––drive traffic back to Facebook if appropriate.  
LinkedIn – Industry channel. Content should be of a professional nature and or about the expertise we 
have at the Bureau. 
Blog – Hosting new stories and or driving people back for more information if they have questions on 
topics.  

Last years’ theme was 2016 SCHOOL THEME: DRONES, DROIDS AND ROBOTS. We posted content on; 

Himawari, Tsunami,  blog and  (Twitter chat via AAD account), and AWS. 

Here are some suggestions so far: 
Repost AskBOM video series and or make a mashup of little GIFS, can top and tail with sign posts
within the video.
Himawari mashup video as above.
Women in technology video (new video currently underway).
Regions self-record videos of Mets/BOM staff demonstrating experiments for kids to do at home.
For example tornado in a bottle, cloud in a bottle, etc.
Crowd sourcing––show us how you use science (call out to schools to submit videos, posts, images)
BOM staff personal stories––Sue Barrell Superstar of STEM (could be an interview with Nate Byrne
from ABC),  reuse QUT presentation future forecasting (recorded or blog), Climate team
(re-explain climate dogs in white board session (pre-recorded).
Potentially re-use GovHack content and highlight the importance of technology into the future.
Link with emergency management sector––how we work together? Q&A time with Rob Webb or
an interview.
promote our research on LinkedIn?
Use the weather calendar explainer graphics 2017.
Re-post Twitter one-minute cloud explainers graphics.
Blog––history of where we've come from and what we've done in improving our services,
technology, etc.
BOM staff in the spotlight––or a look behind the scenes with a BOM staff interviewing other staff
about what they do in their role.

Please send me your ideas by Thursday 27 July. 

Cheers, and bring on the ideas! 

 | Social Media Manager 

National Forecast Services | Community Outreach Program 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

 www.bom.gov.au
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 @ ABC Broken Hill is writing a piece around the drier than average outlook – based on a Country Hour 
interview that aired a few weeks ago.  

 wants to check the situation hasn't changed i.e. that we experienced a very dry winter and are still expecting a 
warmer than average Spring.  

 if it's easier to give a quick call, otherwise happy to pass on info. 

– cc'ing you as this is bordering on your neck of the woods!

Cheers, 

 | Media Advisor 

Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 
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From: @isentia.com>
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 1:27 PM
To:
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: RE: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

ABC Breakfast clip can be found in Mediaportal shortly under clip ID M00071554247 

Kind regards  

Account Executive 

t.
a. 131 Canberra Ave, Griffith, ACT 2603, Australia

isentia.com 

From:
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 12:35 PM 
To:
Subject: RE: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

Please find the below; 
Channel 10 - X00071545432

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 9:56 AM 
To: ; media; cae@isentia.com 
Cc:  media 
Subject: RE: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

 will only appear in the 5.20 weather segment on Ch 10. Thanks! 

From: @isentia.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 9:46 AM 
To: BoM Media; cae@isentia.com; 
Cc:  BoM Media 
Subject: RE: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
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Hi 

Looking into these for you now. Does  appear in all of the segments? 

Thanks, 

Account Executive 

t.
a. 131 Canberra Ave, Griffith, ACT 2603, Australia

isentia.com 

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 9:38 AM 
To: cae@isentia.com; 
Cc:  media 
Subject: FW: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hey 

Hope you're well. 

Could you guys looks into this please? 

Thanks.. 

From:
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 9:14 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: RE: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

There was a small piece on ABC news breakfast with  yesterday, then the channel 10 piece (which you can 
check out on our twitter feed) aired around 5.20…  said  would try to get it on ABC local weather after 
the news last night, but unsure if that happened  

 | Media and Communication Manager, Victoria 

Victorian Regional Office 
Bureau of Meteorology 
Level 11, 700 Collins street, Docklands Vic 3008 



W: www.bom.gov.au 

Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and 
advise the sender.

From: BoM Media  
Sent: Thursday, 24 August 2017 8:48 AM 
To:
Subject: Re: Mediaportal Alert - Bureau of Meteorology [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks  - absolutely, we'll check it out.  
Do you happen to know the rough time they aired? 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 

On 24 Aug. 2017, at 8:45 am,  wrote: 

Hi Media team, 

Just thought I'd let you know that the media report didn't pick up the TV items about the radar – I know it doesn't 
pick up everything, but this was kind of a big deal for Vic  

Cheers 

 | Media and Communication Manager, Victoria 
<image001.png> 
Victorian Regional Office 
Bureau of Meteorology 
Level 11, 700 Collins street, Docklands Vic 3008 

W: www.bom.gov.au 

<image002.png> 

Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and 
advise the sender.
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 3:18 PM
To: Katherine Philp; 
Subject: FW: Political Alert - Parliamentary inquiry required to investigate bureau of errors 

(FED) [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: 213U1768.PDF

Hi - in case you missed this. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: CCH Parliament [mailto:politicalalert@cch.com.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 1 August 2017 3:12 PM 
To: politicalalert@cch.com.au 
Subject: Political Alert - Parliamentary inquiry required to investigate bureau of errors (FED) 

Please find attached: 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY REQUIRED TO INVESTIGATE BUREAU OF ERRORS (FED) 

The Institute of Public Affairs has today called on the Federal Government to launch a parliamentary inquiry to 
investigate the manipulation of temperature data by the Bureau of Meteorology as uncovered in the Australian 
today. Senior Fellow at the Institute of Public Affairs, Dr Jennifer Marohasy said "If the Bureau admits there is a 
problem with recording of low temperatures then they should be subject to a full parliamentary inquiry so they can 
be independently investigated. There is no evidence that there has been equipment failure, as suggested by the 
BoM. A temperature of minus 10.4 was recorded at Goulburn on the 2nd of July and a temperature of minus 10.4 
was recorded at Thredbo on the 16th of July. These temperatures should have been brought forward into the CDO 
data set." 

213U1768 

Total number of pages 1 

SUPPORT: politicalalert@cch.com.au or 02 6273 2070. MAILBOX: http://www.cchparliament.com.au 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Wednesday, 12 July 2017 11:46 AM
To:
Subject: FW: Goulburn Minimum Temp Public Query [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

For you 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 12 July 2017 11:43 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Cc: Weather Connect Customer Support 
Subject: RE: Goulburn Minimum Temp Public Query [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

Thank you for the update. 
I think I will forward this on to the Climate Data team also. 

Will the Media team be releasing an official Bureau wide statement? 

Kind Regards  

 | Weather Connect Officer 

Community Outreach Program 
National Forecast Services Group 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3001 

  | weatherquestions@bom.gov.au 
www.bom.gov.au 

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Wednesday, 12 July 2017 11:39 AM 
To:
Cc: Weather Connect Customer Support; 
Subject: RE: Goulburn Minimum Temp Public Query [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 
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As per our conversation, you may wish to check with  around processes for public enquiries. 

The current cleared response is as follows: 

The morning of Sunday 2 July was very cold at Goulburn Airport. The temperature dipped to -10.4C at 6:17am, the 
coldest temperature since records began there in 1988. 

The temperature of -10.4C has been confirmed and recorded on the Bureau’s databases, website and Climate Data 
Online.   

The Bureau’s systems are designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they can be checked for quality 
before being permanently recorded. 

On Tuesday, as is normal practice, the temperature record was explored in more detail and confirmed at -10.4C. A 
brief (less than 10 minutes) outage of the Goulburn Airport weather station meant that the 24 hour period was 
technically incomplete and it took a little longer than usual to confirm and publish the record on all Bureau datasets. 

Cheers 

 | National Media Manager 

Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 12 July 2017 11:13 AM 
To:
Cc: Weather Connect Customer Support; 
Subject: Re: Goulburn Minimum Temp Public Query [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
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Hi , 

Should this public enquiry re Goulburn go to anyone in particular in Climate? 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 11:10 AM 
To:
Cc: Weather Connect Customer Support 
Subject: Goulburn Minimum Temp Public Query [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

We had a call from  who has some strong opinions about the Goulburn record minimum 
temperature at the beginning of July. 
How are we handling these queries? 

Kind Regards, 

 | Weather Connect Officer

Community Outreach Program 
National Forecast Services Group 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3001 

  | 
www.bom.gov.au
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Friday, 7 July 2017 10:21 AM
To:
Cc:  Jennifer Gale; BoM Media;  Rob Webb
Subject: Goulburn temperature record [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]; 

POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures follow up 
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]; Re: Media Enquiry - the Australian - Query re Goulburn 
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

As requested, resending the heads ups on the  questions about last Sunday’s July temperature 
record in Goulburn.  

Here’s the Marohasy blog: http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-now-sets-strict-limits-cooling/ 

We have not yet responded to  latest email (see third email attached). 

The premise of the questions is based on a completely wrong assumption.  We are considering going back with: 

 Hi 

Further to our earlier response, the Bureau does not set a limit to the minimum or maximum temperature 
that can be recorded in Goulburn or anywhere else in the Bureau’s network. The Bureau’s systems are 
designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they can be checked for quality before being 
permanently recorded. 

Kind regards 

Please let us know if you are comfortable with this or would like further info. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 3:56 PM
To: Environment Media
Cc: BoM Media; Rob Webb; Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer; 

 Bryan Hodge; Katherine Philp; DIR
Subject: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Good afternoon, 

For forwarding up to the MO please. 

STARTS 

For information, the Bureau received an enquiry from journalist  of the Australian about why 
Goulburn's minimum temperature record was adjusted from -10.4 to -10 on the Bureau's website. The discrepancy 
was picked up by  and published on blog: http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-
erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

The Bureau will respond with the below statement: 

The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn on 3 July, 2017 is -10 4 recorded at 6.30am at Goulburn Airport 
AWS (as tweeted by @bom_nsw on the 2/07/2017 at 09:21am)  The Bureau's quality control system, designed to 
filter out spurious low or high values was set at -10 minimum for Goulburn which is why the record automatically 
adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality control processes are being reviewed for those 
stations where temperatures below -10 are possible. The website is being updated today as part of a routine 
process. 

If you have any questions/feedback, please contact Katherine Philp on  or ‘reply all’ to this email. 

ENDS 
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 | Media Adviser 

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 

AS
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From: Media <Media@environment.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 3:39 PM
To:
Cc: Neil Plummer; Rob Webb; ; 

Anthony Rea; ; BoM Media; Media
Subject: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures follow up 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

For information, the Bureau received a follow up enquiry from  of the Australian seeking further 
clarification in regards Goulburn minimum temperatures.  

 has asked: 

Q1. When was the daily minimum temperature for Goulburn set at 10.0 degree Celsius? 
Q2. How was it determined that temperatures at Goulburn should not exceed this minimum of 10.0? 
Q3. At what upper limit does the Goulburn temperature reset to a lower value? 
Q4. What is the maximum temperature that can be recorded at Goulburn? 
Q5. How was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 
Q6. When was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 

The Bureau will respond with the below statement: 

The morning of Sunday 2 July was very cold at Goulburn Airport. The temperature dipped to -10.4C at 6:17am, the 
coldest temperature since records began there in 1988. 

The temperature of -10.4C has been confirmed and recorded on the Bureau’s databases, website and Climate Data 
Online. 

The Bureau’s systems are designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they can be checked for quality 
before being permanently recorded. 

On Tuesday, as is normal practice, the temperature record was explored in more detail and confirmed at -10.4C. A 
brief (less than 10 minutes) outage of the Goulburn Airport weather station meant that the 24 hour period was 
technically incomplete and it took a little longer than usual to confirm and publish the record on all Bureau datasets. 

If you have any questions/feedback, please contact Katherine Philp on  or ‘reply all’ to this email. 

Cheers 
Jacqui 

 Media and Strategic Communications 
Communications, Innovation and Partnership Branch 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
GPO Box 787 CANBERRA, ACT 2601 
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From:
Sent: Thursday, 6 July 2017 12:37 AM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: Media Enquiry - the Australian - Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thank you 

And the answer to the questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best  

Sent from my iPad 

On Jul 5, 2017, at 12:48 AM, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi 

The morning of Sunday 2 July was very cold at Goulburn Airport. The temperature dipped to -10.4C 
at 6:17am, the coldest temperature since records began there in 1988. 

The temperature of -10.4C has been confirmed and recorded on the Bureau’s databases, website 
and Climate Data Online.   

The Bureau’s systems are designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they can be 
checked for quality before being permanently recorded. 

On Tuesday, as is normal practice, the temperature record was explored in more detail and 
confirmed at -10.4C. A brief (less than 10 minutes) outage of the Goulburn Airport weather station 
meant that the 24 hour period was technically incomplete and it took a little longer than usual to 
confirm and publish the record on all Bureau datasets. 

Kind regards, 
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 | Media Adviser 
<image001.gif> 
Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communications 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 

<image002.png> 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:12 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Re: Media Enquiry - the Australian - Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thank you  for clearing that up. 

A few follow up questions to be sure I understand it. 

Q1. When was the daily minimum temperature for Goulburn set at 10.0 degree Celsius? 

Q2. How was it determined that temperatures at Goulburn should not exceed this minimum 
of 10.0? 

Q3. At what upper limit does the Goulburn temperature reset to a lower value? 

Q4. What is the maximum temperature that can be recorded at Goulburn? 

Q5. How was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 

Q6. When was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 

Thank you 

On 4 Jul 2017, at 1:17 am, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi 
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http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-
minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

Sent from my iPad 

AS
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 4:13 PM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: Goulburn Post: Changes to Goulburn minimum weather online? via Twitter 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

Thanks for providing this statement! 

Kindest, 

On 5 July 2017 at 16:10, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi 

I hope the below statement helps you with your enquiry.  If required, please attribute to a spokesperson at the 
Bureau of Meteorology. 

The morning of Sunday 2 July was very cold at Goulburn Airport. The temperature dipped to -10.4C at 6:17am, the 
coldest temperature since records began there in 1988. 

The temperature of -10.4C has been confirmed and recorded on the Bureau’s databases, website and Climate Data 
Online.   

The Bureau’s systems are designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they can be checked for quality 
before being permanently recorded. 

On Tuesday, as is normal practice, the temperature record was explored in more detail and confirmed at -10.4C. A 
brief (less than 10 minutes) outage of the Goulburn Airport weather station meant that the 24 hour period was 
technically incomplete and it took a little longer than usual to confirm and publish the record on all Bureau 
datasets. 

Kind regards, 

nene
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I was wondering if I could grab a statement in relation to this, or some clarification to some 

of the claims made online. 

Kindest, 

-- 

Journalist - Goulburn Post 
AAustralian Community Media

www.goulburnpost.com.au

-- 

Journalist - Goulburn Post 
Australian Community Media 

www.goulburnpost.com.au 
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To: BoM Media 
Subject: Re: Media Enquiry - the Australian - Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thank you  for clearing that up. 

A few follow up questions to be sure I understand it. 

Q1. When was the daily minimum temperature for Goulburn set at 10.0 degree Celsius?  

Q2. How was it determined that temperatures at Goulburn should not exceed this minimum of 10.0? 

Q3. At what upper limit does the Goulburn temperature reset to a lower value? 

Q4. What is the maximum temperature that can be recorded at Goulburn? 

Q5. How was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 

Q6. When was the daily maximum temperature limit determined? 

Thank you 

On 4 Jul 2017, at 1:17 am, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Hi 

Thanks for your email. The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn on 2 July, 2017 is -10.4 
recorded at 6.30am at Goulburn Airport AWS (as tweeted by @bom_nsw on the 2/07/2017 at 
09:21am. Screen shots below). The Bureau's quality control system, designed to filter out spurious 
low or high values was set at -10 minimum for Goulburn which is why the record automatically 
adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality control processes are being 
reviewed for those stations where temperatures below -10 are possible. The website has been 
updated as part of our routine quality control 
process: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/201707/html/IDCJDW2049.201707.shtml 

<image001.png> 

Please attribute this statement to a Bureau spokesperson if required. 

Kind regards, 

 | Media Adviser 
<image002.gif> 
Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
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Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 

<image003.png> 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 10:54 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Query re Goulburn 

Hi, 

I have been sent this link regarding Goulburn's minimum temperature records. Can you 
please tell me if this is accurate and, if so, why the temperature was adjusted? 

Thanks and best regards 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-
set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

Sent from my iPad 
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From: Neil Plummer
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:58 AM
To: Katherine Philp; Rob Webb
Cc:  BoM Media; Mbx_SocialMedia;  Anthony 

Rea; 
Subject: RE: Goulburn record [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Goulburn record [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]; RE: Bolt report and data deletion comments on 

social [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi all 

Attached from 

Decision-making for correcting data in the climate record is through the DQCU as  points out

Because of the outage there is uncertainty over whether the temperature was -10.4 degC or lower. 

I have spoken to  (DQCU) who made the correction in ADAM to -10.4degC and changed the quality flag. 
He followed standard practice and acted swiftly once the issue was known. 

In  view, the temperature could be 0.1degC or 0.2degC lower so -10.4 with a quality flag of 5 is appropriate. 

The reasons for the temperature difference are known and unambiguous and a short statement to the effect will be 
enough.  

Cheers, Neil 

Neil Plummer | General Manager Community Forecasts, Bureau of Meteorology 

From: Katherine Philp  
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:03 AM 
To: Rob Webb; Neil Plummer 
Cc:  BoM Media; Mbx_SocialMedia 
Subject: Goulburn record [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Importance: High 

Hi Rob and Neil 

Flagging that this problem is getting more traction.  NSW State Office is getting public enquiries as to “why we 
deleted the record?”.  Similar questions being asked on social. 
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Keen to get a way forward on this as soon as possible. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

  
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:26 AM
To:  ADC;  BoM Media
Cc:

Subject: RE: Some notes of the Goulburn low temperature of -10.4C. [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Just for info. We've had at least one query to Climate Services today. It's quite possible that further queries could 
filter in. 

There has also been an approach through The Australian  referred  to follow this up). 

Regards, 

Please consider the environment before printing 

Climate Information Services, Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 10, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

www.bom.gov.au 

“Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and advise the 
sender.” 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:23 AM 
To:  ADC;  BoM Media 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Some notes of the Goulburn low temperature of -10.4C. [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

Is this just for info, or are you seeking some further action/info? 

Regards, 

 | 
Community Forecast Services 
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From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 11:10 AM 
To:  ADC;  BoM Media 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Some notes of the Goulburn low temperature of -10.4C. [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Sorry July 9 should be July 2 below (corrected now). 

Regards, 

Please consider the environment before printing 

Climate Information Services, Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 10, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

www.bom.gov.au 

“Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and advise the 
sender.” 

From:
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 10:58 AM 
To:  ADC;  BoM Media 
Cc: 
Subject: Some notes of the Goulburn low temperature of -10.4C. [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

There are a few queries around concerning the observations at Goulburn Airport on July 2. Strictly speaking this is 
mainly a Data and Digital issue, as it mainly relates to ADAM (Suite owner Climate Data Quality Unit) and the quality 
assurance which operates as part of this system. Below are a few notes we've put together. 

There is one side issue that isn't fully understood – the -10.4C briefly appeared on the Daily Weather Observations 
as a -10.0C as ADAM also had a -10C value. This could relate to the use of the half hourly observations initially in 
populating ADAM or something else (  may be able to shed light on this at a later stage). 

I understand that this was carried last night on the Bolt Report, and also features on the  site. 

Regards, 

RE the  Goulburn Ap minimum temperature on July 2. 

A minimum temperature of -10.4C was recorded at Goulbourn Airport in NSW on July 2 
(http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/IDCJDW2049.latest.shtml). This observation is reported in some real-time 
Bureau products with minimal Quality Assurance but is currently not available through Climate Data Online (CDO). 

The reason it does not appear in CDO is there was a 9-minute outage immediately after the -10.4C was recorded. 
This means that although we know that it got down to at least -10.4, we do not know with confidence whether it got 
lower than that. 

The AWS outage means that the minimum temperature on the day is given a Quality Flag of 5 as is standard practice 
with longer outages. The minimum of -10.4C is likely to be reinstated once it is assessed.  

FORMA
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Note that the -10.4C is nowhere near a record for Goulburn; for the current site, it is a July record (but there have 
been lower values in August), and an earlier Goulburn Airport site reached -13.9C in July 1971. 

Please consider the environment before printing 

Climate Information Services, Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 10, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

www.bom.gov.au 

“Important: This message may contain confidential or legally privileged information. If you think it was sent to you by mistake, please delete all copies and advise the 
sender.” 
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From: Rob Webb
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 8:51 AM
To: Katherine Philp; Neil Plummer
Cc: BoM Media; 
Subject: RE: Bolt report and data deletion comments on social [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thanks Kath 

Let's see if it does get legs. It's such a crazy concept that hopefully it doesn't. 

The most simple talking point would be that it's ludicrous to suggest there was any intent to modify the climate 
record. 

Rob 

From: Katherine Philp  
Sent: Wednesday, 5 July 2017 7:50 AM 
To: Rob Webb; Neil Plummer 
Cc: BoM Media; 
Subject: Fwd: Bolt report and data deletion comments on social 

Morning Rob and Neil 

See the update at the end of the Marohasy article. 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-
set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

I gather from  emails yesterday that the exclusion  from the climate record is due to an outage at the 
time of the reading. 

Unfortunately this is being interpreted as proof of deliberate manipulation. We'll need to have a discussion 
about how this is managed. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> 
Date: 4 July 2017 at 10:45:50 pm AEST 
To: Katherine Philp <katherine.philp@bom.gov.au> 
Cc: BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Bolt report and data deletion comments on social 

See update: 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-
set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 
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Sent from my iPhone 

On 4 Jul 2017, at 22:36, Katherine Philp <katherine.philp@bom.gov.au> wrote: 

Ugh! thanks. We'll need to keep a close eye. 

Cheers 
Kath 
________________________________________ 
From: BoM Media 
Sent: Tuesday, July 4, 2017 9:09 PM 
To: Katherine Philp 
Cc:  BoM Media 
Subject: Bolt report and data deletion comments on social 

And we've just kicked off. The data conversation could pick up, some people 
are using #auspol which gets bigger coverage. 

people people



From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 4:17 PM
To:
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: Media Enquiry - the Australian - Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

Thanks for your email. The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn on 2 July, 2017 is -10.4 recorded at 6 30am 
at Goulburn Airport AWS (as tweeted by @bom_nsw on the 2/07/2017 at 09:21am. Screen shots below). The 
Bureau's quality control system, designed to filter out spurious low or high values was set at -10 minimum for 
Goulburn which is why the record automatically adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality 
control processes are being reviewed for those stations where temperatures below -10 are possible  The website 
has been updated as part of our routine quality control process: 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/201707/html/IDCJDW2049.201707.shtml 

Please attribute this statement to a Bureau spokesperson if required. 

Kind regards, 

 | Media Adviser 

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 

FORMA
N

t 6 36 3
w). The The 

imum for
rnally an

ssible  Thssible  T

Doc. 52



Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 10:54 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Query re Goulburn 

Hi, 

I have been sent this link regarding Goulburn's minimum temperature records. Can you please tell me if this 
is accurate and, if so, why the temperature was adjusted? 

Thanks and best regards 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-
july-2017/ 

Sent from my iPad 
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From: Media <Media@environment.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 4:07 PM
To: BoM Media; Rob Webb; Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer; 

 Katherine Philp; DIR
Subject: FW: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Apologies for not including you in the original email. 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 4:05 PM 
To: Media <Media@environment.gov.au> 
Cc: @environment.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Wow… someone is paying very close attention to the recorded temps in Goulburn. 

From: Media  
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 4:03 PM 
To: @environment.gov.au> 
Cc: Media <Media@environment.gov.au>; @environment.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: POTENTIAL MEDIA: BOM - Goulburn minimum temperatures [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

For information, the Bureau received an enquiry from journalist  of the Australian about why 
Goulburn's minimum temperature record was adjusted from -10.4 to -10 on the Bureau's website. The discrepancy 
was picked up by  and published on  blog: http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-
erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

The Bureau will respond with the below statement: 

The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn on 3 July, 2017 is -10.4 recorded at 6.30am at Goulburn Airport 
AWS (as tweeted by @bom_nsw on the 2/07/2017 at 09:21am). The Bureau's quality control system, designed to 
filter out spurious low or high values was set at -10 minimum for Goulburn which is why the record automatically 
adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality control processes are being reviewed for those 
stations where temperatures below -10 are possible. The website is being updated today as part of a routine 
process. 

If you have any questions/feedback, please contact Katherine Philp on  or ‘reply all’ to this email. 
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Regards, 

 | Media
Media and Strategic Communications 
Communications, Innovation and Partnership Branch 
Department of the Environment and Energy 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 

The Department of the Environment acknowledges the traditional owners of country throughout Australia and their continuing connection to land, 
sea and community. We pay our respects to them and their cultures and to their elders both past and present.
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 3:26 PM
To: Rob Webb
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: Goulburn min temps [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Rob, 

Still looks to be -10 on our obs. site: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/dwo/IDCJDW2049.latest.shtml 

Unless I'm looking In the wrong place! 

Cheers, 

 | Media Adviser 

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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From: Anthony Rea
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 2:55 PM
To:  Anthony Rea; BoM Media
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: Media Enquiry re Goulburn minimum temps 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi 

Try  in the first instance but we may also need to engage the Digital team. 

Anthony  

Sent from my iPhone using Mail+ for Outlook  

From:
Sent: 4/7/17, 2:41 pm 
To: Anthony Rea, BoM Media 
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: Media Enquiry re Goulburn minimum temps [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Anthony – 

Thanks 

 | National Media Manager 
R  m   m 

m m

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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R  m   m 

From: Anthony Rea  
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 2:22 PM 
To: BoM Media; Anthony Rea 
Cc:  Bryan Hodge;  BoM Media; Neil Plummer; GM_CF 
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: Media Enquiry re Goulburn minimum temps [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Fine with me, thanks. 

Sent from my iPhone using Mail+ for Outlook 

From: BoM Media 
Sent: 4/7/17, 2:14 pm 
To: Anthony Rea 
Cc:   Bryan Hodge,  BoM Media, Neil Plummer, GM_CF 
Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: Media Enquiry re Goulburn minimum temps [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi Anthony, 

I believe this is an area you may also have to clear around data quality control? We are hoping to get the website 
updated before sending the response which is why the last sentence is highlighted. 

Cheers, 

STARTS 

For information, the Bureau received an enquiry from journalist  of the Australian about why 
Goulburn's minimum temperature record was adjusted from -10.4 to -10 on the Bureau's website. The discrepancy 
was picked up by  and published on  blog: http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-
erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

The Bureau will respond with the below statement: 

The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn 2/07/2017 at 09:21am). The Bureau's quality control system, 
designed to filter out spurious low or high values was set at -10 minimum for Goulburn which is why the record 
automatically adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality control processes are being 
reviewed for those stations where temperatures below -10 are possible. The website was updated as of XX:XX 
today. 

If you have any questions/feedback, please contact Katherine Philp on  or ‘reply all’ to this email. 

ENDS 
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Unfortunately we have not been able to contact anyone in the DQCU team, so I have highlighted the last line as it's 
dependant on this info, and I'm hoping this will occur before we have to send it off. 

Please let us know if you think this should also be cleared a Rob Webb level. 

STARTS 

For information, the Bureau received an enquiry from journalist  of the Australian about why 
Goulburn's minimum temperature record was adjusted from -10.4 to -10 on the Bureau's website. The discrepancy 
was picked up by  and published on blog: http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-
erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-2017/ 

The Bureau will respond with the below statement: 

The correct minimum temperature for Goulburn 2/07/2017 at 09:21am). The Bureau's quality control system, 
designed to filter out spurious low or high values was set at -10 minimum for Goulburn which is why the record 
automatically adjusted. The error was picked up yesterday internally and quality control processes are being 
reviewed for those stations where temperatures below -10 are possible. The website was updated as of XX:XX 
today. 

If you have any questions/feedback, please contact Katherine Philp on  or ‘reply all’ to this email. 

ENDS 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 12:13 PM 
To: BoM Media; Neil Plummer; GM_CF 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 12:07 PM 
To: Blair Trewin; BoM Media; Neil Plummer; GM_CF 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks 

Does anyone know if we have an explanation of the quality control system we use and why we set the threshold to -
10?  Is there anything on the public web? 

**** 

Not to my knowledge – it was a surprise to me. Having a threshold to filter out spurious low values is a standard part 
of any QC system, but why it was set to -10 (and why the value was changed by the system, rather than flagged as 
suspect) is unknown to me. Clearly it isn't applied to all stations as a -10.4 at Liawenee on Monday was accepted by 
the system. 

**** 
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**** 

I can't answer that, but if it comes to that, we have quite a bit of correspondence yesterday on the subject to 
show that we started the process of fixing it before receiving any media inquiries (that I know of). I noticed 
it myself on the day.  
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 2:45 PM
To: NCC Stations
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: URGENT ENQUIRY: GOULBURN MIN TEMP [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi there, 

I understand  has requested the Goulburn minimum temp on the 2 June be corrected to -10.4.  Can we 
ask that this change be an absolute priority as we have received a media enquiry and need to inform the minister's 
office that it has been corrected asap. 

Cheers, 

 | Media Adviser 

Public Affairs | Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 12:07 PM
To:  BoM Media; Neil Plummer; GM_CF
Cc:
Subject: RE: Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thanks 

Does anyone know if we have an explanation of the quality control system we use and why we set the threshold to -
10?  Is there anything on the public web? 

Cheers, 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 11:09 AM 
To: BoM Media; Neil Plummer; GM_CF 
Cc:
Subject: RE: Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

It seems that a threshold was set inappropriately in a QC system. I asked DQCU (or whatever they're called now in 
the new structure) yesterday to fix it.  

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 11:07 AM 
To: Neil Plummer; GM_CF 
Cc: BoM Media; 
Subject: FW: Query re Goulburn [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Importance: High 

Hey 

Are you able to look into this?  We can't find the -10.4 temp in our data to verify. 

Cheers, 

From:
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 10:54 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Query re Goulburn 

Hi, 

I have been sent this link regarding Goulburn's minimum temperature records. Can you please tell me if this 
is accurate and, if so, why the temperature was adjusted? 
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Thanks and best regards 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-
july-2017/ 

Sent from my iPad 

FORMA
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From: BoM Media
Sent: Tuesday, 4 July 2017 10:56 AM
To:  Katherine Philp
Subject: Fwd: Query re Goulburn

Heads up... 

Begin forwarded message: 

From:
Date: 4 July 2017 at 10:54:18 am AEST 
To: BoM Media <media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Query re Goulburn 

Hi, 

I have been sent this link regarding Goulburn's minimum temperature records. Can you please tell me if this is 
accurate and, if so, why the temperature was adjusted? 

Thanks and best regards 

http://jennifermarohasy.com/2017/07/bureau-erases-goulburn-record-minimum-temperature-set-sunday-2-july-
2017/ 

Sent from my iPad 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Media Duty Officer 
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Tuesday, 19 September 2017 4:19 PM
To: BoM Media
Subject: FW: points for  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Points on misrepresentations.docx

From: Katherine Philp  
Sent: Tuesday, 19 September 2017 4:17 PM 
To: Katherine Philp (K.Philp@bom.gov.au) 
Subject: points for  [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Doc. 62



Contrary to claims made by some commentators and repeated in The Australian, the Bureau 
of Meteorology has not set arbitrary limits to the temperatures it can record.

'Filters' have not been installed at Bureau Automatic Weather Station. Hardware that is 
unsuitable at temperatures lower than -10.4C was inadvertently installed during repairs at 
Thredbo and Goulburn.  

The Bureau has conducted thorough analysis and is completely confident that there have 
been only two sites where the temperature dropped below -10.4°C and the wrong hardware
was installed in the Automatic Weather Station. 

The outages related to this issue occurred one time in Goulburn and on six days in Thredbo. 

Claims that the Bureau's temperature measurements are not consistent with guidance from 
the World Meteorological Organization are also untrue. 

The Bureau's temperature measurement protocols comply with the offic al World 
Meteorological Organisation Guide to Meteorological Instruments and Methods of 
Observation. The guide is available here. 

The readings from the Bureau's automatic weather stations are comparable to 
measurements taken using mercury-in-glass thermometers and claims to the contrary are 
untrue.

The Bureau measures air temperature using an electronic sensor (a platinum resistance 
thermistor) placed within a Stevenson Screen, and temperature is recorded every second. 

The air temperature fluctuates frequently on the scale of seconds. By using a sensor which 
has a longer response time than the fluctuations of the air temperature, the sensor 
“averages” these fluctuations.

Both the mercury-in-glass thermometers, and the electronic sensors, are housed within a 
Stevenson Screen. The time taken for air to be exchanged from the outside environment to 
within the screen provides a further time integration for the measurement of the ambient air 
temperature.

The response time of the sensor used in the Bureau AWSs is as long or longer than the 
changes in the temperature of the air it is measuring. 

This means that each one second temperature value is not an instantaneous measurement 
of the air temperature but an average of the previous 40 to 80 seconds. This process is 
comparable to the observation process of an observer using a "mercury-in-glass" 
thermometer.
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 19 September 2017 7:01 AM
To: Andrew Johnson
Cc: Katherine Philp; BoM Media
Subject: Potential response - Media monitoring - Maurice Newman op-ed critical of Bureau 

- the Australian
Attachments: MonitorReport-f0d62c26-1976-4.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Hi Andrew - Further to this, Kath & I discussed and think there may be value in a letter to the editor to respond 
particularly in relation to one second extrema point.  

Would you like the Media team to draft one for you to consider?  

Thanks 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From
To: "DIR" <DIR@bom.gov.au>, "Anthony Rea" <anthony rea@bom.gov.au>, "Neil Plummer" 
<neil.plummer@bom.gov.au>, "Jennifer Gale" <Jennifer.Gale@bom.gov.au>, "Rob Webb" 
<Robert.Webb@bom.gov.au>, "Lesley Seebeck" <lesley seebeck@bom.gov.au>, "Katherine Philp" 
<katherine.philp@bom.gov.au> 
Cc: "AWS Review" <AWS Review@bom.gov.au>, "BoM Media" <Media@bom.gov.au>, "David 
Perry" <david.perry@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Media monitoring - Maurice Newman op-ed critical of Bureau - the Australian  

Pls find attached piece in the Oz today, calling for inquiry into Bureau. 

Focus on AWS review, ACORN-SAT V2, criticism of homogenisation & one second temp recording 
issue. 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/smoking-gun-demands-grilling-for-bureau-of-
meteorology/news-story/ee3d67fca999ec7e176765eea18f100a?login=1 
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minimum limits were set. This was blamed on a filter being installed into these weather stations 15 and 10 years ago respectively. 
No limits were imposed on maximum temperatures. Yet implicitly, we are asked to believe that the historical temperature record 
has not been compromised. Before filters were installed, Goulburn recorded minus 10.9C in August 1994 and, in that cold winter, 
Thredbo went down to minus 13.6C and nearby Charlotte Pass to minus 23C on June 29, a record low for Australia. Charlotte 
Pass weather station was decommissioned in March 2015. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0rk978840241 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

Minister Frydenberg – Energy 

AGL escapes strike over executive pay 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 19/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 1 

The board of AGL Energy looks set to avoid an embarrassing 'second strike' at next week's annual general meeting after two 
powerful proxy advisers recommended investors back the remuneration report. But the proxy firms, ISS and CGI Glass Lewis, still 
voiced concerns about chief executive Andy 686/8 high pay, which has also been the subject of criticism in Canberra amid intense 
scrutiny of the utility's plans to close its Liddell power station in NSW. Mr Vesey has been the victim of attacks by politicians 
including Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Tony Abbott, who have let fly at his $6.9 million salary in 2016-17 at a time when 
customers' power bills are soaring. Pay for AGL senior executives and directors "remains well above peers", noted ISS, which is 
critical of the use of underlying profit to determine executive performance.  The under-pressure board of AGL Energy looks set to 
avoid an embarrassing "second strike" at next week's annual meeting after two powerful proxy advisers recommended investors 
back the remuneration report But the proxy firms, ISS and CGI Glass Lewis, still voiced concerns about chief executive Andy 
Vesey's high pay, which has also been the subject of criticism in Canberra amid intense scrutiny of the utility's plans to close its 
Liddell power station in NSW. […]  Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are seeking to force 
AGL to reverse plans to close Liddell in 2022 or to sell the plant to a buyer that would keep it running. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0rk978840243 

Finkel warns of CET delay 'mischief' 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 19/09/17, Ben Potter, page 6 

Chief Scientist Alan Finkel says he is still confident the Turnbull government will introduce a version of the Clean Energy Target, 
but warns delays could make the problem worse by leaving room for bad decisions by governments and investors. Dr Finkel also 
warned politicians pushing new coal-fired power stations - such as former prime minister Tony Abbott and Nationals leader 
Barnaby Joyce - that they face huge project and policy risk because no one knows what demand, supply or policy will be eight 
years hence when they are ready to commission a new plant He told an energy forum that the Clean Energy Target - part of a 
threepart recommendation focused on 'orderly transition' - was only one of 50 recommendations made by his review of energy and 
it hadn't been rejected by the government 'The government is working avidly to try to come up with a way of perhaps varying our 
core recommendation in a way that will be acceptable in Parliament or certainly in the party,' Dr Finkel said. Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are trying to come up with a version of the CET that will be acceptable to 
the party. Mr Frydenberg has said there is no great urgency because the CET wouldn't come into force until 2020, when the 
current Renewable Energy Targertops out. But Dr Finkel said such an approach was misconceived because the uncertainty about 
future clean energy targets and the government's plans for carbon dioxide emissions cuts left too much room for mischief. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0rk978840245 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

We'll have it right when renewables mafia squeals 
The Australian, General News, 19/09/17, Nick Cater, page 12 
Few contributions to the energy debate have been less helpful than that of Christiana Figueres, the former UN climate chief and 
international purveyor of smugness. Figueres spoke at a Sydney city council event last week with Lord Mayor Clover Moore in a 
session billed as "a conversation about how entrenched ineq g populism and political instability are contributing to an 
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uncertain future". While in town Figueres dropped in at the ABC's 7.30 studio to make some condescending remarks about 
Australia. "Maybe it's because we're Down Under that things are somewhat upside down," Figueres sneered. "Because most 
governments are actually moving to lessen their dependency on coal . They understand any new coal is going to be a stranded 
asset very soon." There are few assets more stranded than a wind turbine on a still day, but international climate gurus have little 
patience for such details. We are three years away from "crossing the threshold", Figueres told Leigh Sales. […] The not-
insubstantial task of restoring sanity falls to Josh Frydenberg, the hapless minister on whom Malcolm Turnbull has bestowed the 
portfolio from hell. Nothing the Environment and Energy Minister can do will unscramble the rotten egg he has inherited. We might 
wish that the renewable energy target had never been hatched; we might wish that Kevin Rudd's cabinet had stood up to his moral 
vanity; we might wish that Tony Abbott had the authority to knock it on the head; we might wish Labor would put the national 
interest first and support its abolition in the Senate. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0is978840247 

Coal communities shaft Coalition and dig clean energy 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 19/09/17, Mark Kenny, page 1 

Voters situated around the Liddell power station are already looking beyond coal to cleaner power sources and tend to blame the 
federal government for the current state of energy policy. All but a few believe that pressuring energy company AGL to keep its 
ageing power station operating is the wrong way to go. A ReachTEL survey of voter attitudes in the blue-collar Labor strongholds 
of Hunter and Shortland has found that 30 per cent of voters blame the Coalition for the ongoing malaise in electricity policy, about 
twice the number who point the finger at Labor. The surprising responses challenge the assumption in Canberra that the electors 
most directly affected by the planned 2022 closure of the almost 50-year-old plant would be most wedded to old technology and 
the strongest critics of AGL's decision to decommission it. Equally intriguing is that six out of 10 voters see a strong future for 
renewables in Australia and only 12 per cent favour extending the life of coal-fired power stations. The poll was commissioned by 
the progressive think tank The Australia Institute, and was conducted on the evenings of September 15-16. The federal 
government has applied unusually public pressure on AGL to either extend the life of Liddell for another five years beyond 2022, or 
sell it to a competitor to avoid the 1000-megawatt shortfall that its closure would cause. […]  Branding him "No-Coal Joel", Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg told Mr Fitzgibbon that "you're defending the big energy companies who are making big profits" during a 
spirited confrontation in a corridor of Parliament last week. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0is978840249 

Also displayed in the Canberra Times and on the Age, Canberra Times, WA Today and Tasmanian Examiner websites 

Delta pulls the plug on Liddell power purchase 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 19/09/17, Peter Hannam and Cole Lattimer, page 6 

The federal government is keeping up pressure on AGL Energy to sell its ageing Liddell power station, despite confirmation that 
the only company thinking of buying the plant is no longer interested. Josh Frydenberg, the environment and energy minister, said 
the "only option ... currently on the table to ensure there is no supply shortfall in 2022 is the continuation of Liddell as an operating 
plant". "If AGL believe Liddell is a worthless asset then they should test the market and put it up for sale and allow interested 
parties to undertake due diligence on the plant." Mr Frydenberg was responding to comments from Delta Electricity on Monday that 
all but ruled out any purchase of Liddell. They came less than two weeks after Delta said it would be prepared to conduct a 
"thorough due diligence" on the 46-year-old station. "It's not for sale," Steve Gurney, a spokesman for Delta, said. "There's nothing 
to buy - that ends the speculation." AGL agreed last Monday, after its executives were given a dressing-down by Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull, to put alternative policies to its board within 90 days. They would be about how AGL would make up for any 
electricity shortfall when the 1680-megawatt plant near Muswellbrook closes as scheduled in 2022. The federal government is 
keen to push AGL to make clear its plans - including why the plant can't be extended for another five years - as soon as possible to 
help put downward pressure on soaring energy prices. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0is978840253 

Also displayed in the Age, Canberra Times and on the Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, Canberra Times, Brisbane Times, 
WA Today and Tasmanian Examiner websites 

Power broker says go nuclear 
Courier Mail, General News, 19/09/17, Anthony Galloway, page 16 
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The Queensland businessman behind a push to take over the Liddell power station says Australia must 'go nuclear' if coal-fired 
plants continued to close. Trevor St Baker's company Delta Electricity has expressed interest in buying the NSW power station in a 
bid to stop its closure in 2022. Mr St Baker said the country needed to make way for nuclear power plants if coal-fired stations like 
Liddell were not kept open - otherwise power prices would soar.  The Turnbull Government did not rule out allowing nuclear power 
but said there must be bipartisan support. "If you really want to get rid of coal, you have to go nuclear," Mr St Baker told The 
Courier-Mail. "One of the reasons why we need coal-fired baseload power stations is we don't have nuclear like 57 countries, and 
we don't have baseload hydro because we don't have enough precipitation and guaranteed snowfalls to support baseload hydro. 
"The punters out there hearing the news of nearly 1000 coal-fired power stations being built around Asia and around the world, 
while we are closing coal-fired stations, it simply does not make sense to them." Mr St Baker warned nuclear was not a short-term 
fix to Australia's energy affordability problem, with construction of the power plants to take years and high upfront capital costs. He 
said his company wanted to bid for the Liddell power station to keep it open beyond 2022, but needed to buy it now to start 
planning for extending its life. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said if Liddell's owner AGL believed it was a worthless asset "they 
should test the market and put it up for sale". 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0mh978840259 

Also displayed on the Daily Telegraph Australia and Brisbane Courier-Mail websites 

‘Ends the speculation': Delta knocks Liddell power plant purchase on the head 
Domain.com.au, Other, 19/09/17 

The federal government is keeping up pressure on AGL Energy to sell its ageing Liddell power station, despite confirmation that 
the only company thinking of buying the plant is no longer interested. Josh Frydenberg, the environment and energy minister, said 
the “only option … currently on the table to ensure there is no supply shortfall in 2022 is the continuation of Liddell as an operating 
plant”. “If AGL believe Liddell is a worthless asset then they should test the market and put it up for sale and allow interested 
parties to undertake due diligence on the plant.” Mr Frydenberg was responding to comments from Delta Electricity on Monday that 
but all but ruled out any purchase of Liddell. They came less than two weeks after Delta said it would be prepared to conduct a 
“thorough due diligence” on the 46-year-old station. “It’s not for sale,” Steve Gurney, a spokesman for Delta, said. “There’s nothing 
to buy – that ends the speculation.” AGL last Monday agreed, after its executives were given a dressing-down by Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull, to put alternative policies to its board within 90 days. They would be about how AGL would make up for any 
electricity shortfall when the 1680-megawatt plant near Mussellbrook closes as scheduled in 2022. 

Read Item: https://www.domain.com.au/news/ends-the-speculation-delta-knocks-liddell-power-plant-purchase-on-the-
head-20170918-gyjgqm/ 

From power failures to brain-eating amoebas 
Tasmanian Examiner, Other, 18/09/17, Peter Hannam 

When AGL gives journalists a tour of its ailing Liddell power station next week, they can expect the reverse of your typical 
corporate junket. Rather than showcasing the engineering marvels of the Hunter Valley coal-fired plant, the energy giant will likely 
highlight why the station is among the most unreliable generators in the country. That's despite AGL planning to spend another 
$160 million to keep the 46-year-old plant running until its planned closure in 2022. It has already outlayed $120 million since 
buying it and its neighbour Bayswater power plant from the NSW government in 2014. Each of Liddell's four units has been 
downgraded by almost one-fifth from their original 500-megawatt capacity. Two of them were unhelpfully offline with equipment 
failures during this February's record-breaking heatwave that pushed NSW to the brink of blackouts. Tuesday's visitors may get to 
see the tricky welding jobs needed to repair the hundreds of kilometres of boiler pipes, or to inspect one of the transmission units 
that has blown up. Or see a demonstration of "creep time" measurements that show the many valves or pumps edging ever closer 
to costly replacement. […]  On Monday, as AGL chief Andy Vesey prepared to explain why it made no sense to keep the plant 
going, the Turnbull government announced it had sicked the Australian Energy Regulator on to AGL and other big NSW power 
firms to "make sure electricity generators are playing by the rules". Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg later 
defended the move, saying the request was "an extension of the work already under way" as part of AER's review of the National 
Electricity Market (NEM) following the abrupt closure of Victoria's Hazelwood power station in March. 

Read Item: http://www.examiner.com.au/story/4930731/from-power-failures-to-brain-eating-amoebas/ 

2GB, Night Time (Late), 18/09/17, Steve Price, Regular Segment: Alan Jones Highlight. Interview with John Williams, NSW 
National Party Senator. Jones notes there are still intelligent people and that in Parliament are still touching their feet on the 
ground, such as the NSW National Party Senator John Williams, on the issue of energy. He mentions Williams has compiled 
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statistics available to every politician from the Parliamentary Library about the spread of coal-fired power worldwide at a time when 
Australia is demonising it. He notes the result ought to be a reality check for the Turnbulls and the Frydenbergs in the Government 
because according to the statistics, at least 25 countries are building coal-fired power stations at a faster rate than they are 
decommissioning them. He says India has 132, Indonesia is planning to build 32, Vietnam is building 34, while Japan and South 
Africa, which have nuclear power stations, are also building 21 new coal-fired power units between them. Williams shares he has 
never spoken at the party room meeting last week but he did during the National Party meeting. Jones recalls it is now two years 
from last week since Former PRime Minister Tony Abbott was rolled and that the one thing the 'bed wetters' had objected to in 
relation to Abbott was when he had said that the global warming stuff as well as climate change stuff was 'bull dust'. Williams 
warns if Australia loses the businesses' competitive edge due to high power prices, they will shut down and shift industries 
overseas. Jones plays the 1915 speech of Lord Monckton, explaining what former UK Climate Change Ambassador David King 
has answered when asked by the Environmental Committee of the House of Commons on whether all the nation were prepared to 
sign the Paris Agreement. He recounts Reuters has reported last week the coal supplies in NSW are constrained because 80% of 
the state's output is already contracted for export. Williams notes the resources belong to the people of Australia and that they 
should be treated first and foremost. Jones mentions that the Department of Industry itself says Australia is forecast to produce 
around 251m tons of thermal coal this year, but they will export 201 million tonnes. Williams notes the big worry now is shutting 
Liddell Power Station down as the country would lose more baseload. 

2GB, Sydney Live, 18/09/17, Ben Fordham, Caller Peter talks about the 'ridiculous' AGL subsidy. He says he worked for the 
Department of Climate Change previously, saying that people are being conned by solar panels. He says AGL built a solar farm in 
Nyngan, with the efficiency of the panels dropping when they are covered by dust and moisture. He says it will be impacted in the 
future by the effects of the sun. He says that Josh Frydenberg and Malcolm Turnbull are being ripped off by AGL, calling the 
subsidy a con. He says he has relatives who worked on the farm who say the solar panels aren't cleaned. 

2GB, Sydney Live, 18/09/17, Ben Fordham, Fordham recalls the earlier discussion with Andrew Bolt and Graham Richardson 
over the solar subsidies given to AGL that have put the Federal Government under pressure to scrap the scheme. AGL has 
recently come under fire for plans to shut the Liddell Power Plant. Liberal MP Craig Kelly says it's best to drop all subsidies, 
echoing what Tony Abbott has said for months. Fordham notes that Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg the Renewable Energy 
Target will make sure emissions are lowered along with maintaining capacity. Bill Shorten, Labor Leader, says that the government 
needs to sort out politics over the issue. 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 18/09/17, David Speers, Interview with Bruce Mountain, Director, CME. Speers says as his 
discussion with the Treasurer [Scott Morrison], the government is contemplating what to do in regards to energy policy. He says 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said that he was still waiting for further information from the energy market operator on the 
capacity coal-fired power plants still have. He says some within government ranks thinks it should help AGL or a new buyer to 
keep the Liddell Power Plant running five years after its scheduled closure in 2022. He says some energy market analysts say that 
it would be better putting money to subsidise household battery units. He says Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has talked a lot 
about storage and the need for renewables to be backed up by storage. He says Mountain argues that households are financially 
better off to invest in rooftop solar and household batteries than simply relying on grid electricity. Mountain says households can 
purchase a solar system to meet around a third of their electricity needs that is sixth or tenth the price on the cost that will be 
bought from the electricity grid. He says most households could expect a payback from four to eight years. He says the issue is 
whether batteries and solar make sense. He says in South Australia, batteries plus solar and backup grid is better than grid only 
and customers in the other states paying expensive retail offers. He says household batteries can feel the gap. He says it gives the 
national electricity system a far more favourable usage profile and it would be a cheaper way to achieve the aim the government is 
seeking. Speers asks what could fill the gap that would be formed in the Liddell Power Station as it runs the Tomago Aluminium 
Smelter in the Hunter Valley. Mountain says major customers have a need for stable power and they get that from the grid overall. 
He says the system is that it could meet the needs of all small users. 

2GB, Afternoons, 18/09/17, Chris Smith, Caller Tony notes his concern for electricity price, saying that the country is the third 
largest supplier of uranium. He says that the government is looking at a national waste repository for waste, with 'best nuclear 
minds in the world' working at ANSTO(*). He reckons the country and Josh Frydenberg should be talking about using nuclear 
power. Smith recalls speaking to Barnaby Joyce on the issue but says that no one wants to talk about it. He recalls speaking to the 
Minerals Council who said that nuclear power is being used overseas. 

Minister Frydenberg – Great Barrier Reef 

Trial mobilises giant triton against crown of thorns 
Cairns Post, General News, 19/09/17, page 11 
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A release of giant triton sea snails into the Great Barrier Reef would not lead to a cane toad like population explosion because 
scientific controls are tighter now than 150 years ago, according to a top researcher. The Federal Government is investigating a 
breeding program of the triton - which eats the crown of thorns starfish and causes it to flee - a potential game changer in 
protecting the iconic reef from one of its biggest dangers. Australian Institute of Marine Science research manager David Souter 
said any release would be done under the most controlled circumstances and after much research to avoid replacing the starfish 
problem with a worse one. "What ever you did in a trial circumstance would be very, very controlled," Mr Souter said. "They do eat 
other things than just crown of thorns, other starfish and urchins." Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg announced yesterday the 
Government would invest $568,000 for world-first research and a two-year trial into the rare snails. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0dp978840261 

Giant sea snail can take out the crown-of-thorns and save barrier reef 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 18/09/17 

A giant sea snail might prove the saviour in the fight against the crown-of-thorns starfish which pose a significant threat to 
Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. The giant triton sea snail is a natural predator of the starfish, but has been hunted by shell 
collectors to near extinction in the past, and is now extremely rare. The federal government is investing $568,000 towards research 
trials into breeding of the giant triton sea snail. The predator not only eats the starfish, which are one of the leading casuese of 
coral loss on the Reef, but when the crown-of-thorns is exposed to them they are scared away. During a study funded through the 
Australian Government’s Reef Program researchers uncovered the possibility for tritons to be used to stop the starfish from 
clustering together during their spawning season. Australian Institute of Marine Science research manager Dr David Souter told 
News Corp that little is known about their life cycle. “We’re looking at how long they take to grow to maturity and the potential for a 
breeding program,” Dr Souter said. […]  The Minister for the Environment and Energy, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP said, "This 
new project builds on the success of Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) research which found crown-of-thorns starfish 
avoid an areas where triton sea snails are present.” 

Read Item: https://au.news.yahoo.com/qld/a/37130655/giant-snails-to-eat-crown-of-thorns-and-save-great-barrier-reef/ 

Giant triton sea snail release on Great Barrier Reef tightly controlled to avoid repeat of cane toad-like plague 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 18/09/17, Matthew Killoran 

Releasing giant triton sea snails on the Great Barrier Reef would not lead to a cane toad-like population explosion because 
scientific controls are tighter than they were 150 years ago, according to a top researcher. The Federal Government is 
investigating a breeding program for the triton which eats and repels the crown-of-thorns starfish – a potential game changer in 
protecting the Reef from one of its biggest dangers. Australian Institute of Marine Science research manager David Souter said 
any release would be under the most controlled circumstances and after much research so the starfish problem wouldn’t be 
replaced with a bigger one. “You would do everything you absolutely could to prevent that. Whatever you did in a trial circumstance 
would be very, very controlled so you didn’t create a situation where titans on the reef did more damage than they intended to,” he 
said. “They do eat things other than crown-of-thorns, such as other starfish and urchins.” Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg 
announced yesterday the government would invest $568,000 for world-first research and a two-year trial into the rare snails. The 
crown-of-thorns starfish is one of the biggest threats to coral on the Great Barrier Reef. 

Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/national/queensland/giant-triton-sea-snail-release-on-great-barrier-reef-tightly-
controlled-to-avoid-repeat-of-cane-toadlike-plague/news-story/b424c7142e49a64fdf0ea59e500f6622 

ABC Southern Queensland, Drive, 18/09/17, Anthony Frangi, Interview with Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment 
and Energy. Compere mentions that an army of giant snails are approaching, and this is part of a government plan to help wipe out 
a serious pest threatening the state's coral reef. He mentions that the crown-of-thorns have been part of the Barrier Reef for some 
years now. Frydenberg says they have an incredible appetite for corals. He says that they are going to use the triton snails to eat 
the starfish. He says this is a government initiative, together with the Australian Institute of Marine Science. He adds that they're 
putting together nearly $600k for research trials. Compere mentions that coral bleaching has been a problem in recent years, and 
that in the past two years coral bleaching has expanded. He wonders if there's any data to indicate how severe it has been in the 
last few months. Frydenberg says that the scientific panel that advises them has pointed out how serious the bleaching event has 
been, and the causes for this is both climate change, and the El Nino effect. 
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Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 18/09/17, Peter van Onselen, An army of giant triton sea snails could be released to the Great 
Barrier Reef to save coral by eating the crown-of-thorns starfish due to their involvement in the destruction of corals. The Federal 
Government is funding the research to breed the snails. Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg told the Courier Mail that this new 
project builds on the success of the Australian Institute of Marine Sciences research that found crown-of-thorns starfish avoid 
areas where triton sea snails are present. 
 

All Other Coverage 
 
 
 
Antarctica 
 
 

Inquest to examine death of pilot in Antarctica 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 19/09/17, Alexandra Back, page 11 
 

Twenty months after Captain David Wood fell into a crevasse on a remote ice shelf in Antarctica, hearings for the inquest into his 
death will open on Tuesday. The pilot's death, said environment minister Greg Hunt at the time, was a reminder of the 'hostile, 
remote and inherently dangerous environment' in which Antarctic employees worked. The inquest at the ACT Coroners Court is 
expected to scrutinise the circumstances of the 62-year-old's death, in a hearing set down for three weeks. It was about 8pm on 
January 11, 2016, when Mr Wood and another pilot, both flying solo, were sling loading fuel at a remote ice shelf, a statement from 
the Australian Antarctic Division said at the time. Mr Wood and the other pilot landed at the fuel depot on the ice shelf, some 166 
kilometres northeast of Davis Station. Mr Wood got out of his helicopter before falling 20 metres deep into a crevasse. The second 
pilot called back to Davis for help and then flew the 166 kilometres back, a flight of 45 minutes, the statement said. A search and 
rescue team arrived about three hours after Mr Wood fell. They retrieved the pilot and took him back to the medical facility at Davis 
in a critical condition, the statement said. He was cared for by a team of specialists on Davis and in Australia, via telemedicine. 
However, Mr Wood died the following day. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0dp978840263 

Also displayed in the Age, Canberra Times and on the Canberra Times and Brisbane Times websites 

 

 
City barge needs funds 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 19/09/17, Chris Pippos, page 9 
 

TasPorts may seek funding from fuel companies to pay for a $6-8 million fuel barge for the Hobart wharf. TasPorts has been 
investigating the project to address the potential danger posed by vessels refuelling and to make the state's capital more inviting as 
an Antarctic gateway. It says a barge could take on fuel at Selfs Point and fill up vessels at Macquarie Point, eliminating the risk 
involved in passing under the Tasman Bridge, and making shipping more efficient. A TasPorts spokeswoman said it was "exploring 
a number of options for funding, including the possibility that the service could be provided by fuel companies". TasPorts confirmed 
last week to an Australia's Antarctic Division parliamentary committee inquiry it had been investigating a barge option. "The 
requirement for vessels to visit Selfs Point for refuelling has long been considered one of the major safety risks for Hobart port 
operations, and TasPorts has explored various possible solutions to the problem," TasPorts submitted. "TasPorts has recently 
been investigating fuel barge options, and has found that a barge is an operationally viable option, but their projections of demand 
would not deliver a sufficient return to make this viable as a commercial investment for the organisation." The most expensive 
solution - a $50 million-plus fuel line linking Selfs Point to Macquarie Point - was ruled out. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0hf978840269 
 
 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 

Danger as government slacks off on burn offs 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 19/09/17, Erin Jones and Caleb Bond, page 4 
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Vast areas of the state are under increased bushfire risk this summer with completion of only half of last season's prescribed burn-
offs. The Environment Department has revealed that 97 burns are now required in spring 2017 and winter 2018 and only one out of 
28 planned burns before December had been completed. The Opposition has warned the failure to complete dozens of required 
hazard reduction fires "could put lives at risk". The 2017 SA Seasonal Bushfire Outlook, released this month, showed parts of the 
state would need to be on high alert, with fire threats likely to hit earlier and with more severity. The APY Lands, northern pastoral 
districts, Riverland, Clare Valley, Yorke Peninsula, Eyre Peninsula and West Coast have been flagged as high risk after low rainfall 
in recent months. Opposition spokesman David Speirs said South Australia was no stranger to the devastation of bushfires and 
prescribed burns were the first line of defence against the destruction of bushfires. "We only have to look back a few years to the 
Pinery and Sampson Flat bushfires which destroyed thousands of properties and tragically took lives," he said. "The Weatherill 
Government should not be complacent about prescribed burns which are an important tool used to prevent and minimise the risk of 
bushfires." The department website showed staff planned to undertake 28 burns, to blacken 2220ha of fuel loads across the state, 
before summer arrives. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0hf978840271 
 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 
 

Climate change behind hottest, 'weirdest' winter 
Age, General News, 19/09/17, Marika Dobbin-Thomas, page 12 
 
Australia had its hottest winter on record with temperatures up by two degrees celsius on average and it is related to worsening 
climate change, according to a leading scientific group. Winter warm spells are lasting longer, occurring more often and becoming 
more intense, a report by not-for-profit group the Climate Council found. In addition to the warmth, the nation experienced its 
second driest June on record and the driest winter since 2002, the Hot & Dry: Australia's Weird Winter report found. Ecologist 
Professor Lesley Hughes said there were more than 260 heat and low-rainfall records set throughout the season. "Without any 
meaningful action to tackle climate change, we will continue to see many more hot winters, just like this, as global temperatures 
rise," Professor Hughes said. "We must take meaningful action to strongly reduce Australia's emissions from fossil fuels. The 
current situation in which the government continues to not only delay real action to reduce emissions, but is actively supporting 
further development of coal-fired power is simply nonsensical " The unseasonable weather has led to an earlier start to the bushfire 
season in many parts of Australia, especially Victoria and other southern states, she said. Professor Hughes urged the federal 
government to get on with tackling climate change. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0hf978840273 

 

 
Weird winter breaks records 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 19/09/17, Helen Kempton, page 9 
 

Parts of Tasmania received rainfall totals way below average during what the Climate Council has called a 'weird winter', which 
smashed more than 260 records. Hobart received just 12 per cent of its monthly average rainfall in June and the East Coast 
experienced a record dry spell between June 1 and the end of August. June was also dry in other states, with 193 records broken 
for the lowest rainfall on record. "This was Australia's hottest winter on record and also one of the driest we've ever seen, with the 
result directly linked to worsening climate change," the council said in its Hot and Dry: Australia's Weird Winter report. It found the 
nation experienced its second driest June on record and the driest winter since 2002. "The exceptionally warm and dry winter was 
made 60 times more likely by climate change," the report said. "Australia's average winter temperatures have increased by around 
1oC since 1910, driven by climate change, as a direct result of burning fossil fuels - coal, oil and gas. The Climate Council predicts 
the nation is on track for a warmer than average spring, with temperatures between September and November expected to be 
higher than normal in Hobart. Spring rainfall is forecast to be about average. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0hf978840275 
 
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
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Barnaby Joyce's hold on New England seat under threat as political forces eye hypothetical by-election 
ABC Online, Other, 19/09/17 
 

Quietly, the battle for a crucial federal seat is being war-gamed by political forces, preparing for a by-election that might never take 
place. The likelihood of a fresh poll in the north-western New South Wales seat of New England is heavily caveated. It depends on 
the outcome of High Court proceedings in mid-October considering whether Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce is ineligible to 
sit in the parliament because he was also a Kiwi when he stood for election last year. Under Section 44 of the constitution, foreign 
nationals cannot be elected to the Australian parliament. The Government only holds a one-seat majority in the Lower House. If Mr 
Joyce was to lose in a by-election, his government could be facing the prospect of a hung parliament. […]  But the Deputy Prime 
Minister is also fighting off critics of the Government's management of water policy in the Murray-Darling Basin and there are 
country farmers and communities that have switched over to renewables in a big way. Perceived bungling of the NBN rollout in 
parts of New England could also work against him. Mr Windsor has identified those areas as policy weak points he could exploit, 
but government MPs believe Mr Windsor's support of the former Gillard government in a previous hung parliament fell flat with the 
electorate and swinging voters will not want to see a repeat. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-19/barnaby-joyce-hold-on-new-england-seat-under-threat/8958300 

 

 

ABC Eyre Peninsula and West Coast, SA Country Hour, 18/09/17, Deb O'Callaghan, Report by Cherie von Horchner, ABC. 
O'Callaghan says the Murray-Darling Basin authority is touring Pooncarie and are providing updates to the Basin Plan and the 
measures it will take to obtain water for the environment. Rachel Strachan, Producer, Tulney Point Station, says not enough is 
being done to prevent the Darling River from becoming parched. Steven Smith, Burwood Station Sheep Producer, expresses his 
concerns and he discusses the problems they are facing. He says they are frustrated with how the river has been run. 
 
 
ABC Ballarat, Vic Country Hour, 18/09/17, Warwick Long, Pre-recorded report by Cherie von Horchner, ABC Rural Reporter, 
about the basin plan. Long says the community residents of Pooncarie have the opportunity to ask questions about the Murray-
Darling Basin Plan because the MDBA is touring the region to provide an update on the basin plan. Tulney Point Station Rachel 
Strachan talks about the Menindee Lakes project saying they still don t have a clear solution for the project. She adds it has a 
potential to recover the most water for the basin plan with the SDL. Burwood Station Sheep Producer Steven Smith expresses his 
concerns and talks about the problem they are facing saying they are frustrated with how the river has been run. 
 
 
 
Energy 
 
 

Turnbull is no Abbott on energy 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 19/09/17, Richard Denniss, page 46 
 

Even Tony Abbott had plans for our energy sector. Muddling Malcolm Turnbull has plans for a plan. Given the enormous 
investment in renewable energy taking place in the US and Europe, other national governments must be determined to drive up 
the price of their electricity. Either that, or everything Malcolm Turnbull has been saying about the need to keep a 50-year-old 
power station going until it turns 55 is complete nonsense. So desperate is Turnbull to make a political mountain out of the policy 
molehill of the planned closure of a small, old and unreliable power station that the idea of nationalising the electricity sector and 
splitting up AGL are being seriously discussed. But despite the government doing more to cause investment uncertainty than 
reduce energy costs, some of the most vocal business voices have largely left AGL to defend itself from Turnbull's newfound anti-
corporate populism. Australian households and businesses are paying a high price for the government's desire to play politics with 
energy. While criticism can be made of previous governments' handling of energy policy, every prime minister since 2006 has had 
at least some plan to drive investment in renewables or to lower energy prices. While he may have been wrong, at least Tony 
Abbott believed that scrapping the carbon price would lower electricity prices. And while it may have been through gritted teeth, it 
was Abbott who gave us the 33,000Gwh Renewable Energy Target by 2020. Ineffective though they were, at least Abbott had 
plans for our energy sector. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0yn978840277 

 

 
Airport to save big via solar 
Australian Financial Review, Property, 19/09/17, Nick Lenaghan, page 35 
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Brisbane Airport will soon host the largest single rooftop solar installation in the southern hemisphere as part of a six-megawatt 
system across six buildings. The overall array, stretching across 3.6 hectares, will account for 18 per cent of Brisbane Airport 
Corporation's direct electricity consumption, saving it about $1 million in energy bills annually. "We are in the enviable position of 
having thousands of square metres of unimpeded roof space ideal for solar harvesting," BACs general manager for assets, Krishan 
Tangri, said. 'It makes financial sense to invest in this readily available supply of renewable energy to save costs and decrease our 
carbon footprint" In all, the Brisbane Airport system will comprise 22,000 panels and an $11 million investment When fully installed 
it will be capable of generating 9.3 gigawatt hours of energy annually. The biggest single installation will be atop the International 
Terminal, with a 1.98 MW system spread across more than one hectare. Brisbane's move comes as more major landlords around 
the country turn to solar to defray the impact of rising energy bills. Last week, The Australian Financial Review revealed property 
giant Stockland was introducing the largest solar project overall undertaken by a landlord, covering the rooftops of 10 shopping 
centres with 6.4 hectares of solar panels. The Stockland project will generate 17.2 GWh of energy every year after a $23.5 million 
investment to install 39,000 panels. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0yn978840279 

 

 
No let-up in Queensland's LNG exports 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 19/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 13 
 

Queensland's exports of LNG are being kept at near-record levels while domestic prices remained among the highest in the world 
in August despite intense political pressure on producers to free up more gas for the east coast market The latest analysis from 
consultancy EnergyQuest found spot gas prices in the eastern states have seen 'some stabilisation' since earlier in the year, 
reflecting a loosening in the tightness that has been plaguing the market and has driven sharp price hikes for industrial customers. 
But even amid the pressure from Canberra, local wholesale prices, while slightly softer in August, are not far below those in the 
world's most expensive markets, import-dependent Japan and South Korea. "The jawboning has worked to some extent but the 
market is still very tight and on the east coast we have some of the highest gas prices in the world," said EnergyQuest principal 
Graeme Bethune. Queensland's total LNG shipments from its three export ventures in Gladstone amounted to 1.7 million tonnes of 
LNG in August, as much as in Jury. The findings come as the government is due to decide within weeks whether to slap 
restrictions on LNG exports from Gladstone in 2018 by triggering the Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism (ADGSM). 
Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, who now also holds the resources portfolio, is due to take advice from the energy market 
operator and the competition regulator in making the decision. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0yn978840281 

 

 
 
Coal support offer knocked back 
The Australian, General News, 19/09/17  Greg Brown, page 1 
 

EnergyAustralia managing director Catherine Tanna told a Turnbull government MP that the company would not expand its Mount 
Piper coal station in central NSW because of Australia's carbon reduction targets and the energy giant's commitment to invest in 
renewables. In correspondence obtained by The Australian, Ms Tanna said the company would not consider expanding the coal-
fired plant despite being offered a pledge of support from Nationals MP Andrew Gee, whose electorate is home to Mount Piper. Mr 
Gee wrote to Ms Tanna in March, warning that NSW communities were concerned about electricity supply and price. In her 
response, Ms Tanna said the company was moving away from coal because its emissions were too high. She noted the company 
was concerned about coal supply to the plant stemming from a legal challenge by green activists, but she refused to consider an 
expansion regardless of the outcome of the court action. EnergyAustralia bought the power station from the NSW government in 
2013. The company says it is one of the "newest and most efficient black-coal-fired power plants in the state". "While the 
government plans left scope for expansion at Mount Piper, it is not an option we have pursued," Ms Tanna wrote in April. 
"Emissions from coal are high compared to other sources of energy and it is difficult to reconcile new coal developments with 
national and global carbon reduction commitments. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0yn978840283 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Expensive, unstable and costing Australians $53 million every week 
The Australian, General News, 19/09/17, Ron Boswell, page 1 
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In cities, towns and small communities across Australia, surging energy costs are destroying businesses and family farms, and 
reducing the living standards of ordinary Australians. Hardworking Australians are losing their jobs through no fault of their own. 
Millions of pensioners and working families are being forced to ration their energy use. There is a real prospect of blackouts over 
the summer. Something has got to change. That's why the federal conference of the Nationals passed a resolution to stop dishing 
out subsidies to renewable energy. In recent years, the renewable energy target has delivered subsidies of about $9 billion to 
renewable projects. And over the next 13 years, renewable projects will receive another $36bn. That's about $53 million every 
week between now and 2030. And who pays for these subsidies? Households and businesses. More than any other policy action 
before or since, the RET is responsible for today's energy mess. Force-feeding high-cost, unreliable energy into the National 
Electricity Market killed off any investment in baseload energy and made the grid more expensive and more unstable. 
Unfortunately, we can't tear up the RET - those subsidies are locked in by legislation. We are told that removing these subsidies 
now would pose a sovereign risk to investors. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0ov978840285 

 

 
Saudi solar tycoon wins $300m handouts boost 
The Australian, General News, 19/09/17, David Crowe, page 1 
 

Australians are set to pay $300 million in subsidies to an outback solar farm owned by a Saudi Arabian billionaire in a new test of 
the federal government's looming energy reforms, escalating a dispute over whether to cut the handouts to keep coal-fired power 
stations alive. AGL's controversial Liddell coal power station generates 50 times as much electricity as the Moree solar farm, which 
stands to gain big subsidies from households from higher electricity bills until 2030, as the government vows to ease the pressure 
on prices. The project's owner, Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel, is expanding into new solar farms across Australia after the federal 
government backed the first development with grants and concessional loans as well as guaranteed credits for more than a 
decade. The scale of the financial aid has triggered calls to scale back the subsidies as Nationals MPs warn that jobs will be sent 
overseas if Australia does not find a way to drive down energy costs. Scott Morrison challenged Labor late yesterday to drop its 
"coal veto" when the energy plan goes to parliament, arguing new measures will be needed to extend the life of Liddell and other 
power stations to bring stability to the electricity grid. The Treasurer said the government wanted a "durable" outcome in parliament 
on the investment rules for the energy sector but did not say this would be a clean energy target, the proposal put forward by Chief 
Scientist Alan Finkel. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0ov978840287 

Also displayed on The Australian website. Also prospected for the Australian Renewable Energy Agency and the Clean Energy 
Finance Corporation. 

 

 
Renewables on the rise but world will still rely on coal 
The Australian, General News, 19/09 17, Graham Lloyd, page 2 
 

Renewable energy, gas and nuclear power will be the world's fastest growing forms of energy up to 2040 but fossil fuels, led by 
coal, will continue to be the backbone of electricity production for decades to come. In its latest outlook report, the US Energy 
Information Administration said world energy consumption would rise 28 per cent between 2015 and 2040 with most of the 
increase occurring in the rapidly developing Asian region. Fossil fuels will still account for more than three-quarters of world energy 
consumption at the end of that period. Despite a projected trend against coal, world production is still projected to rise 3 per cent 
from 2015 to 2040, almost reaching 9.4 billion short tons. China, India, Australia and the US will remain the largest coal producing 
nations to 2040 with Australia the world's biggest exporter. Regardless of high hopes for electric cars, petroleum and other liquids 
will remain the largest source of energy towards midcentury. Gas will be the world's fastest growing fossil fuel with declines in coal 
use in China and OECD regions offset by growth in coal use in India and other nonOECD Asian nations, the EIA report said. 
"China remains the largest single consumer of coal in 2040 despite a steady decline in the country's consumption over time," the 
report said. The use of coal in Chinese electricity generation is projected to rise slightly through to 2023 and then slowly fall to less 
than the 2015 level by 2035. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0ov978840289 

 

 
 
Australia joins nuclear research club 
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Sydney Morning Herald, Business News, 19/09/17, Cole Latimer, page 21 
 

Australia has officially joined an international group focused on developing future nuclear energy systems. The Australian Nuclear 
Science and Technology Organisation has been welcomed into the Generation IV International Forum Framework agreement, 
which aims to develop next-generation nuclear power systems, and which ANSTO calls 'a potential game-changer in global energy 
creation'. Although Australia signed the GIF charter last year, the event marked the country's official accession to the nuclear 
framework agreement, which is focused on six different nuclear reactor designs that provide power and "stringent standards in 
relation to safety and non-proliferation". However, ANSTO stated this was not about advancing the cause of nuclear energy in 
Australia's current energy mix; instead, it was about utilising Australian skills in research and development. "Australia has no 
nuclear power program, but we do have significant local expertise through which we can lend assistance in next-generation 
research, which is what this partnership is about," ANSTO chief executive officer Adi Paterson said. "ANSTO will leverage our 
worldclass capabilities, particularly in relation to the development of advanced materials with applications in extreme industrial 
environments, and of nuclear safety cases. "This agreement will enable Australia to contribute to an international group focused on 
peaceful use of nuclear technology, and the international energy systems of the future." An ANSTO spokesman said Australia was 
a world leader in terms of nuclear safety, "due to the high levels of oversight and paperwork required" to operate. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0ov978840291 

 

 
Nothing to lose in taking a punt on new energy 
Age, General News, 19/09/17, Marc Hudson, page 18 
 

A while ago I asked what types of people will lead our great energy transition. Well, some of them seem to be living in the north of 
Melbourne. Last month, I watched as Victoria's Climate Change Minister, Lily D'Ambrosio, announced $1 million for a hydrogen 
refuelling station to power zero-emission local government vehicles. The money  from the New Energy Jobs Fund, will sit alongside 
$1.5 million that Moreland Council is investing over three years. The council hopes rainwater it harvests from its buildings can be 
turned into fuel, with the help of power from its solar panels and wind turbines, which can in turn be used to run its fleet of garbage 
trucks. If (and it is an if) everything works, then residents get less air and noise pollution, and the council gets a smaller energy bill 
and carbon footprint. Of course, there are doubters. One commenter under my original report wrote: "It amazes me how anybody 
could still think [hydrogen fuel cells] are a step in the right direction for domestic land transportation. Their inherent lack of 
efficiency compared to batteries, difficulty with storage, explosion risk and the cost of building the support infrastructure has been 
demonstrated innumerable times." Yet Japan is planning for 800,000 hydrogen-fuelled vehicles by 2030. Are all of these 
governments really backing the wrong horse? This is the nub of the problem: technological outcomes generally become clear after 
the fact, and rarely before. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0tk978840293 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Times website 

 

 
Bulk-buy power plan 
Canberra Times, General News, 19/09/17, Katie Burgess, page 1 
 

Canberrans living in apartment blocks could soon save on their power bills by bulk-buying electricity through their building owner. 
Under a draft bill to be introduced in the ACT Legislative Assembly this week, landlords would be able to set up "embedded 
networks" where the tenants of a building have one large contract with an electricity supplier, rather than many individual contracts. 
As a result, tenants get their electricity at a discounted rate. The legislation would apply anywhere there are multiple tenants within 
a single building, including apartment complexes, shops within a larger shopping centre, or businesses in an office block. Tenants 
would have their own meters, so they would only pay for what they use but still benefit from discounted electricity prices. Greens 
MLA and consumer affairs minister Shane Rattenbury will bring the bill forward on Thursday. It comes as the Australian Energy 
Market Commission recommends changes to the national regulations that govern embedded networks. In its draft report, the 
commission said the current regulatory framework was no longer fit for purpose and was allowing some customers to be ripped off. 

 
Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0tk978840297 

 
 
 

Coal story cooks up pulp fiction 
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Hobart Mercury, General News, 19/09/17, page 14 
 

We all carry with us a narrative that gives shape to our lives. From time to time we might adjust our story to meet changing 
circumstances, but no one does it like Malcolm Turnbull. The narrative he took on in Opposition was about being a champion of 
strong climate action. When he toppled Tony Abbott as prime minister in 2015, he dropped that in favour of innovation. Two years 
on, he now has another story. It goes something like this: All the problems we face in the energy market today are the fault of my 
political opponents. In their zeal to convert us to renewables, they forgot about keeping lights on and power prices down. Blackout 
Bill and various incompetent colleagues in South Australia and Victoria are entirely to blame. Their ambitious targets for windmills 
and solar panels caused coal power stations to shut down, while they locked up gas supply in foreign contracts and blocked new 
gas exploration. Coal used to be a problem because of climate change, but my Government's climate target has all that sorted. 
Coal is now fine, as are the old power stations that rely on it, which must be kept running at whatever cost. Emissions are of no 
consequence. My Government's innovation credentials were on show in March and April this year when I announced plans in the 
Snowy Mountains and then in Tasmania to pump water uphill so it can make more renewable electricity. A little incoherent, but 
that's as near as I can get to Malcolm Turnbull's story today. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0tk978840299 

 

 

Political mountain and policy molehill 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 18/09/17 
 

Given the enormous investment in renewable energy taking place in the US and in Europe, other national governments must be 
determined to drive up the price of their electricity. Either that, or everything Malcolm Turnbull has been saying about the need to 
keep a 50-year-old power station going until it turns 55 is complete nonsense. Indeed  so desperate is Turnbull to make a political 
mountain out of the policy molehill of the planned closure of a small, old and unreliable power station that the idea of nationalising 
the electricity sector and splitting up AGL are being seriously discussed. But despite the fact that the federal government is doing 
more to cause investment uncertainty than it is to reducing energy costs, some of the most vocal business voices have largely left 
AGL to defend itself from Turnbull's new-found anti-corporate populism. Australian households and businesses are paying a high 
price for the government's desire to play politics with energy. While criticism can be made of previous governments' handling of 
energy policy, every prime minister since 2006 has at least had some p an to drive investment in renewables or to lower energy 
prices. While he may have been wrong, at least Tony Abbott believed that scrapping the carbon price would lower electricity prices. 
And while it may have been through gritted teeth, it was Abbott who gave us the 33,000 Gwh renewable energy target by 2020. 
Ineffective though they were, at least Abbott had plans for our energy sector. But Turnbull has simply become the man with a plan 
for more plans. Last year he rejected the plan developed by Abbott's appointees to the Climate Change Authority for an Emission 
Intensity Scheme. Last week he rejected the Finkel Inquiry's plan for a Clean Energy Target, so now he has sent AGL off to come 
up with a plan for replacing Liddell. No doubt in 90 days' time he will reject that plan as well. But that's another 90 days in which he 
can keep playing politics with the issue. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr com/2017/09/18/17ef2718-b3d0-476b-9159-88b57dbb02bb.html 

 

 
Morrison Yahoo7 News 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 18/09/17, Paul Osborne 
 

Treasurer Scott Morrison has warned energy giant AGL its plan to replace the coal-fired Liddell plant must include a commitment 
on power prices and reliability. AGL has promised the government it will come up with a plan by early December which would 
either involve keeping Liddell open for five years beyond its 2022 closure date, selling the plant or finding alternatives to the 
estimated 1000MW shortfall in power. However, Mr Morrison said the government was expecting a comprehensive plan from the 
company  "I tell you what it's got to do - it can't just fill the gap in terms of the amount of energy that needs to be supplied," Mr 
Morrison told Sky News on Monday. "It's got to do it in a way that is both affordable and reliable, together with the other capacity 
commitments. That's a pretty big question for them to come back to us on." Senior figures within the Turnbull government believe 
keeping the 50-year-old Hunter Valley plant going is the best option, even if it means taxpayer subsidies being provided. Labor 
frontbencher Andrew Leigh said keeping Liddell open did not amount to a long-term solution to Australia's energy challenge. "The 
government's own chief scientist says we should have a clean energy target," he said. Meanwhile, a key climate and energy 
adviser to the former Labor government says the Turnbull government should legislate both strong and weak carbon reduction 
targets to break the impasse in climate policy. Professor Ross Garnaut says long-term energy policy needs a political consensus 
across Labor and the coalition. 

 

Read Item: http://au.news.yahoo.com/a/37133340/agl-power-plan-must-be-detailed-morrison/ 
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Rooftop solar and storage – cheaper than subsidising old coal 
Renew Economy, Other, 18/09/17, Giles Parkinson 
 

Leading energy analyst Bruce Mountain says if governments were serious about lowering electricity prices for consumers, they 
would focus more on supporting rooftop solar and battery storage than seeking to subsidise ageing coal-fired power generators like 
Liddell. Mountain, the director of Carbon + Energy Markets CEM says the combination of solar and battery storage is already 
cheaper than grid prices for most consumers in South Australia, and it would not take much effort or expense to make it so in other 
states too. The federal government has claimed that forcing AGL to keep open the ageing and decrepit Liddell power station will 
lead to more reliability and cheaper prices, despite most analysts and energy companies saying it would do the exact opposite. “If 
the federal government is determined to deliver lower electricity prices, it might focus its effort on ensuring that demand is more 
responsive to short-term price signals, and on making up the narrowing shortfall needed to encourage widespread uptake of 
distributed batteries,” Mountain says in a presentation to an energy forum in Melbourne. “Such policies will not be difficult to 
develop or implement, they will require outlays many times smaller than those needed to build baseload coal plants, and will show 
results during the term of a government.” The idea of using rooftop solar and battery storage (part of what is known as “distributed 
energy”) has been raised in numerous studies – by the CSIRO, by energy networks, and most recently by the Australian Energy 
Market Operator, which sees 40 per cent of all demand being serviced by localised generation and storage  (See our story today 
about rooftop solar meeting 48 per cent of South Australia power needs on Sunday afternoon, sending grid demand to a record 
low). AEMO boss Audrey Zibelman sees such resources as critical to not just lowering prices, but also creating a smarter, cleaner 
and more reliable grid than the system which now relies heavily on centralised generation and extended networks, and is 
vulnerable to catastrophic failure of equipment, storms and bushfires. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/rooftop-solar-storage-cheaper-subsidising-old-coal-33294/ 

 

 
S.A. minimum demand at record low as rooftop solar share hits 48% 
Renew Economy, Other, 18/09/17, Giles Parkinson 
 

South Australia's level of minimum demand hit a new record low this weekend – barely a week after the previous benchmark was 
set – with a fall to just 587MW on Sunday afternoon. The record eclipsed the previous mark by nearly 200MW – with AEMO data 
showing minimum demand at 1.30pm of exactly 587.8MW, compared with the previous low mark of 786.42MW posted last 
Sunday. (See graph above courtesy of Melbourne’s Climate and Energy College). The key here appears to be the moderate 
temperatures of early spring, which meant few air conditioners switched on, combined with excellent solar output, with the state’s 
more than 700MW of rooftop solar producing 538.54MW at the time of minimum demand. That is a phenomenal share of 47.8 per 
cent of the state’s electricity demand being met by rooftop solar (compares with 36 per cent in the previous record last week) and 
is clearly a record for South Australia, and for that matter in any large grid anywhere in the world. As we reported last week, the 
tumbling records confirm that the times of record low demand have shifted from the night to the middle of the day. The Australian 
Energy Market Operator has predicted that by 2019, record low demand may fall to just 354MW, and within 10 years the grid 
demand may fall to zero because of the increasing amount of rooftop solar. This is also likely to occur in Western Australia around 
the same time. South Australia is the first region where rooftop solar PV has caused a shift in minimum demand from night time to 
the middle of the day (most states still have electric hot water being switched on at night, when it would make sense to use the 
“solar sponge” as Queensland has suggested). 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/s-minimum-demand-record-low-rooftop-solar-share-hits-48-47695/ 
 

2GB, Money News, 18/09/17, Steve Price, Interview with Matt Canavan, Queensland Senator and former Resources Minister on 
AGL. Price mentions a report on The Australian published this morning involving AGL. According to the report, the company is set 
to pocket $500-million in grants to set up solar generators. Senator Canavan says despite being the Resources Minister, he was 
not involved in signing off the said grants for the solar generators. He says the grants was provided to them by Gillard Government 
in the amount of $166-million. He also mentions the NSW Government will also be giving them around $65-million for the solar 
farms, noting they were also granted certification credits for producing renewable energy. Senator Canavan reveals that last year 
AGL sold off some of the interest in the project, which they received more than $300-million for. Price says hearing those numbers, 
it seems like the taxpayers are taken for mugs. Senator Canavan says while it is sad that this is happening now, there is something 
that should be done about this. 
 
 
ABC Radio Canberra, PM, 18/09/17, Compere, Fed up with unreliable power supplies, some farmers in Western Australia's Great 
Southern have gone off the grid. For the past year, six families have trialled generating their own power from the sun and using 
lithium batteries. It's part of a trial being run by Western Power. Aimee Graham, Mount Madden resident, says the results have 
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been so good; she's now the envy of the neighbourhood. Bernie Giles, Dunn Rock farmer, says the trials have been a huge 
success. Guy Chalkley, Chief Executive, Western Power, expects that a broader rollout could save hundreds of millions of dollars. 
David Martin, an energy consultant, says the WA Government should adopt the technology as soon as possible. Ben Wyatt, State 
Energy Minister, says he needs to consider if Western Power should be able to generate power and distribute it. 
 
 
Channel 9 Darwin, National Nine News, 18/09/17, Jonathan Uptin, INPEX has released a tender to electricity retailers to supply 
power to Blaydin Point, despite having their own power station on site. INPEX says this is only temporary. The Ichthys project is 
more than 90% complete, with production planned for early next year. Sean Kildare, INPEX General Manager, says they're looking 
at options to supply power temporarily during their commissioning phase. They have released a tender for this, and they'll also pay 
for the required infrastructure, which will add a multi-million dollar bill to the project. Tim Duignan, Territory Generation CEO, says 
that the power line needs to be constructed. The government is confident that Territory Generation will be able to supply the 
amount required without affecting customers. INPEX will make the decision later this year, depending on whether the power 
stations on site will be up and running. 
 
 
3AW, Drive, 18/09/17, Tom Elliott, Caller Mike discusses the Hazelwood power station, asking if power companies will be giving 
rebates or lower power bills should there be blackouts. Elliot says no. He explains no individual company has complained about 
blackouts and the blame is usually laid on the Federal Government and the State Governments of SA, Victoria and NSW. 
 
 
Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 18/09/17, David Speers, Panel with Fiona Scott, Former Liberal MP, Kerry-Anne Walsh, political 
commentator and Bruce Hawker, political strategist. Speers asks the panel about household batteries and mentions in five to 
seven years time, it pays for itself. Scott says it is a great idea but there is a question if it should be invested by the government. 
She says they are looking at going into solar. She says a challenge with the batteries is the capacity within the batteries. She says 
there was a report that the price of Tesla's solar panel roof tile is comparable to the pr ce of a  ceramic tile. Hawker says says  it 
should be left to the individual and there is a need to look at the science behind it. He says there is a need for multiple solutions to 
solve the energy problem as the Prime Minister [Malcolm Turnbull] said. Speers says they have heard from Turnbull that he is 
technologically agnostic but there is a preference to keep the Liddell Coal Power Plant a little longer. Walsh says there is no doubt 
that the way to the future is not cranking up the idea of more coal-fired power stations as many Western countries along with their 
states and territory are moving towards renewable energy which should be the stance of the Commonwealth. She says cranking 
up new coal-fired power plants is a costly exercise and it is still dirty. She says the capacity of renewable energy is huge.  
 
 
ABC Radio Perth, Drive, 18/09/17, Belinda Varischetti, Interview with Ross Jyles, approached by Western Power for an off-grid 
trial. Compere says Western Power is having a trial of off-grid solar battery systems in the Great Southern which will prompt 
regulatory changes to allow the utility to rollout similar systems in other regions. She says they were approached by Western 
power a few years ago but they have got nothing to lose. She says it has been a successful trial. She says they have clean powers 
now. She explains the older system she is in and compares it to what she has now. She says they have got a regular guy if their 
power goes off. She explains they still get a power bill. She says she is continuing the trial for another two years. 
 
 
Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 18/09/17, David Speers, Interview with Scott Morrison, Federal Treasurer. Speers says Ross 
Garnaut suggested that two carbon reduction targets be legislated with one strong and one weak. He says if power prices do not 
fall, they will use the weaker target and they can afford the stronger target if power prices fall. Morrison says the government is 
focused on what will deliver a durable investment framework to encourage investment in baseload, reliable and affordable energy. 
He says they are concerned that Labor is putting a coal veto on trying to land the agreement in a bipartisan approach. Speers says 
the Australian reports that taxpayers will be paying AGL $500m for its two new solar farms in West NSW. He asks if it is value for 
taxpayers money. Morrison says that it is the system in place through the renewable energy target for previous grants. He says 
that AGL does 85% of its business in coal and they want to make sure that they do not forsake the use of those assets because it 
could drive up places and cause an undersupply in the energy market. He says that they need to see where they could get in 
regards to the arrangement with Liddell's future. He says the grant arrangements were renewed when Tony Abbott was Prime 
Minister. He says you need to be careful as you could undermine investment going forward if there is government intervention. He 
says they cannot live with big gaps in the energy supply because a big energy company wants to shut down a plan and not have 
anything reliable to replace it. He says that the policy of State and Federal Labor caused the shutdown of Hazelwood. [cont] 
 
 
Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 18/09/17, Peter van Onselen, Continuing panel discussion with Robert Simms, Former Greens 
Senator and Jeremy Sammut, Centre For Independent Studies. Van Onselen mentions that a household income survey done in 
1984 revealed that the cost of energy per household at the time equated to the equivalent of 2.9% of household income. He says 
the latest survey for 2017 reveals that this cost is unchanged from 1984. Sammut says people are 'going nuts' over energy prices 
because they see their electricity usages remain the same as previous years, but that the prices have increased. He notes that 
many energy companies have been privatised and that process is now more efficient. Simms comments that he does not know the 
statistics Van Onselen is referring to, but says it strikes him t st of living has increased largely in general over time. He 
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says that in this sense, electricity costs are also more impactful. He reckons what they need to do now is to start ensuring the 
regulation of electricity prices at a national level. He also says he thinks they need to start recognising that neo-liberalism and 
privatisation has been a failure in terms of utilities and service delivery, and that Australians are finding it more difficult to make 
ends meet. He stresses the need of regulation for things like electricity to ensure they are operating in the public interest. 
 
 
Sky News Live, To the Point, 18/09/17, Kristina Keneally and Peter Van Onselen, Live coverage of Bill Shorten, Federal 
Opposition Leader and Bob Manning, Mayor, Cairns Regional Council speaking at the Cairns Performing Arts Centre. Shorten 
says the CPAC shows Cairns wants to grab the tourism boom that Asia offers, adding that a Shorten Labor Government would put 
$5m into the Wangetti Trail. He states that Canberra needs to get behind Cairns. Manning thanks Shorten for his announcement 
regarding the Wangetti Trail, which he says will become a world-renowned track. He calls tourism a renewable industry. Shorten 
says improved airport access is important to Northern Beaches and the Bruce, calling Cairns a tourism mecca. He adds that 
nothing has happened regarding the LNP's Northern Australia Infrastructure Fund, which seems to largely be a mining play. 
Shorten says Mick Healy will be an outstanding member for Cairns. He says that it has to be asked what Malcolm Turnbull, Prime 
Minister and Michaelia Cash, Federal Minister for Employment knew about the ABCC's 'tough cop on the beat'. Shorten says North 
Korea's missile launches have been very destabilising and diplomatic solutions must be sought. He states that under the Turnbull 
Government, $17b has been taken out of the school system over the next 10 years. Shorten asks where the resources are coming 
from for their new plan to test 'littlies'. He states that the government needs to sort out their renewable energy policy and increase 
the supply of gas. Shorten says hydroelectric schemes are a part of Australia's energy future but says Snowy 2.0 won't come on 
for many years. 
 
 
2GB, Afternoons, 18/09/17, Chris Smith, Interview with Craig Kelly, Liberal MP. Russell says AGL dominated headlines last 
week as Andrew Vesey, CEO, met with Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister to discuss the future of the Liddell Power Station. He 
says Delta Energy Systems has expressed an interest in buying the plant. He says the Australian reports AGL has already secured 
$230m in direct grants, with much more to come for its renewable project. Kelly says there's already a grant for solar power which 
means there's more incentives for AGL to go for renewables. He explains how the renewable plant of Liddell will work and notes 
how inefficient it will be. Smith mentions Michael Sukkar, Assistant Treasurer, has suggested to use tax payer funds to keep the 
station open. Kelly says they need to remove subsidies if they want to do that  
 
 
 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 

Locals fail to warm to anti-Adani protesters 
The Australian, General News, 19/09/17, Mark Schliebs, page 2 
 

Protesters and dozens of police have congregated in the Queensland town of Bowen for a week of rallies against Adani's $16.5 
billion Carmichael coal project, angering residents. About 70 extra police reportedly arrived in the Whitsunday town at the 
weekend, coinciding with the arrival of protesters from interstate as part of the rally organised by environmentalist groups Frontline 
Action on Coal and Reef Defenders. Rally organisers said yesterday "dozens of locals have launched a peaceful community 
campaign to ensure the project does not go ahead", and the protest would involve "non-violent civil disobedience". But angry locals 
took to Facebook yesterday as two masked protesters unfurled a "Stop Adani" banner on Bowen's water tower. A Queensland 
Police spokeswoman said there had been no incidents reported since the protest began on Sunday. Local federal MP George 
Christensen slammed the protest yesterday. "The last thing we need is capital city protesters who have nothing better to do with 
their time than coming to north Queensland and telling the locals they shouldn't have jobs," he said. Bowen resident Leica Cox 
contacted the protest organisers on Facebook to complain about the water tower "stunt". "All you are doing is pissing off a town," 
she said. "How is that going to help you? Stunts like this only affect the community." The Australian understands some local 
businesses who support the associated expansion of the Abbot Point coal terminal have refused to provide goods to the 
protesters  Businesswoman Tracey Bazzo has put up signs inside her pool supply store that say "go get a real job" and "Stop 
Adani over my dead body". 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0js978840301 

 

 
Chinese on the sidelines as Communist Party gabfest looms 
The Australian, Business News, 19/09/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 18 
 

The Communist Party's 19th National Congress opens in Beijing on October 18 and dealmakers in Australia say interest from 
mainland Chinese buyers in local assets has fallen in the past few months. The big sales like Lattice, Laser Clinics Australia and I-
MED Radiology would in the past have attracted a number of Chinese names. Deals in the healthcare sector are popular. But 
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mainland China has ground to a halt ahead of the five-yearly political meeting, and the authorities there have started to pay extra 
attention to international investment. A new set of rules governing Chinese companies buying assets offshore has clamped down 
on some investments like cinemas and entertainment, and firms have been told to stick to their own industries. However, resources 
has been given the unofficial green light, and as a result bankers in Australia report interest in some assets, especially in the gas 
industry. Guangshan Group has become keen on WA gas fields and Pilot Energy recently welcomed GS Energy as a new investor 
with 23 per cent. GS Energy is a South Korea-based investment conglomerate but there is talk that Chinese investors make up a 
big portion of Pilot Energy's backers. On a larger scale, AGL last month sold its half-share in the Moranbah gas project to 
Shandong Order Gas company for what bankers say was an insignificant sum. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0js978840303 

 

 
Holiday petrol price war 
Courier Mail, General News, 19/09/17, Lexie Cartwright, page 12 
 

A petrol price war is brewing for the school holidays as an independent retailer drops the cost of E10 by 6 a litre from today. The 
move means the price of E10 will tumble well below the cost of unleaded fuel to just 1.06. Queensland's peak motoring body 
yesterday welcomed the move by United Petroleum and said it expected other servos to follow suit. "We know competition drives 
down prices," RACQ head of communications Renee Smith said. "We hope it drives down E10 prices right across the board. "To 
date, there hasn't been enough difference between the price of E10 and regular unleaded. There hasn't been that bang for buck 
there to entice motorists to use E10." Ms Smith encouraged motorists to capitalise on the cheap E10, which yesterday averaged 
111.6 in Brisbane. "It's definitely the time to fill up in southeast Queensland," she said. "Prices may not be low for the whole of the 
school holiday period and can rise at any time. "If motorists fill up at the right time, they can save hundreds of dollars a year." 
United Petroleum CEO Gary Brinkworth said the campaign aimed to get motorists to consider biofuel as a preferred option over 
unleaded fuel. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0js978840305 

Also displayed on the NEWS.com.au website 

 

 
Builder's $40m hospital bill 
West Australian, General News, 19/09/17, Dylan Caporn, page 3 
 

Builder John Holland could be liable for a bill of more than $40 million over delays at the beleaguered Perth Children's Hospital 
project, the State Government's lawyer has revealed. Acting State Solicitor Nick Egan told a parliamentary inquiry into the project 
that, under the terms of the contract, John Hol and had to pay $180,000 a day for each day beyond a certain date without practical 
completion being achieved, up to a cap of $42.5 million. The West Australian understands the date was set as August 31, 2015, 
meaning the cap was reached in April last year. Practical completion was met 12 months later in April this year. A spokesman for 
Treasurer Ben Wyatt confirmed the $42.5 million was the sole remedy for contracted delays at the project, but it did not limit the 
State's capacity to seek damages for other matters, including the remediation of water contamination. On a mammoth day of public 
hearings into the delayed hospital project, Health Department boss David Russell-Weisz launched an extraordinary broadside at 
John Holland, labelling them "unreliable". "Amongst all the commentary about PCH not being open we must not forget why it's still 
not open," he said. "It is not open because of an unreliable builder with a woeful track record of meeting dates and milestones. So 
much so the State has had to take control of certain remediation activities. "A builder who oversaw the plumbing installation, 
flushing, chlorination of a potable water system that is still being remediated. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0oi978840307 

 

 
Xanadu oil hit sends juniors flying 
West Australian, Business News, 19/09/17, Peter Williams, page 49 
 

Investors have put a rocket under the share prices of three oil and gas juniors after exploration drilling hit oil at the Xanadu 
prospect in the Perth Basin. The result has raised hopes of developing the prospect if testing reveals commercial quantities of oil at 
Xanadu, about 40km south of Dongara. The prospect is in shallow waters off the coast but is being drilled from onshore. Operator 
Norwest Energy said the Xanadu-1 well had intersected hydrocarbon-bearing reservoirs. This was demonstrated by elevated gas 
readings, oil shows, fluorescence and cut fluorescence. Pressure testing and fluid sampling were being done. If the logging results 
were positive, the well would be cased and suspended in pre r an extended well test, Norwest said. "Although further 
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evaluation is required to understand the full potential, these are excellent first results," chief executive Shelley Robertson said. The 
company's shares closed up 0.2, or 50 per cent, to 0.6. Norwest holds a 25 per cent stake in the joint venture. Thirty per cent 
stakeholder Triangle Energy's stock finished up 8, or 59 per cent, to 21.5, while the shares of Whitebark Energy (15 per cent) were 
up 0.3, or 30 per cent, to 1.3. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0oi978840309 

 

 
No let-up in Qld's LNG exports despite east coast gas pressures 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 18/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith 
 

Queensland's exports of LNG are being maintained at near-record levels while domestic prices softened only slightly in August, 
despite intense political pressure on producers to free up more gas for the east coast market. The latest analysis from consultancy 
EnergyQuest found spot gas prices in the eastern states have seen "some stabilisation" since earlier in the year, reflecting a 
loosening in the tightness that has been plaguing the market and has driven sharp price hikes for industrial customers. 
Queensland's total LNG shipments from its three export ventures in Gladstone amounted to 1.7 million tonnes of LNG in August, 
just as much as in July. The findings come as the government is due to decide within weeks whether to slap restrictions on LNG 
exports from Gladstone in 2018 by triggering the Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism (ADGSM). The completion of 
performance testing at Origin Energy's APLNG project in late July was expected to lead to a reduction in exports from that venture 
as it held back from selling into the low-priced Asian spot LNG market. But EnergyQuest's analysis shows that while APLNG 
shipped two fewer cargoes in August than in July, that reduction was offset by an additional two cargoes being shipped from 
Santos's $US18.5 billion GLNG venture. The three LNG ventures in Queensland have all responded to political pressure around 
east coast gas and announced measures they say will make more gas available locally. Those steps include a gas "swap" deal by 
Santos, and an agreement by GLNG to divert gas away from export and into the domestic market in 2018 and 2019.  

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/09/18/7a8b18be-5a86-41eb-8cb2-fc868f31d208.html 

 

 
New Aldi supermarket, medical centre, bigger carpark in Cherrybrook Village Shopping Centre expansion 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 18/09/17 
 
The $36.9 million redevelopment of Cherrybrook Village Shopping Centre – featuring an Aldi supermarket – is set to go ahead after 
the project's application was approved last week. The Sydney North Joint Regional Planning Panel approved the demolition of the 
existing childcare centre as well as expansion of the retail floor space, the addition of a second level to include offices, a medical 
centre and gymnasium, as well as an extension to the carpark to include 628 spaces. The panel said the reason it reached the 
decision was the expansion would cater for the future population expansion of the suburb. It said the need to upgrade the 
intersection of Kenburn Ave and Shepherds Drive with traffic lights would deal with existing problems and address extra traffic 
generated. Panel member Julie Savet Ward voted to refuse the application because of the impact it would have on the 
environment. Ms Savet Ward noted the removal of 119 trees in her objection, “52 of which are categorised as high retention value 
and 33 of which are characteristics of the blue gum high forest or sydney turpentine ironbark forest”. Hornsby Council said a major 
drawcard and competition for other retailers would be the addition of an Aldi supermarket at the centre. “In 2019, the proposed 
retail development may achieve sales in the order of $129 million,” a Hornsby Council report said. Mirvac Retail development 
manager Melissa Kaczmarek said: “This development consent allows us to progress detailed design and programming for the first 
phase of our masterplan, providing an additional carpark entry and revised carpark layout.” 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/18/972451b4-255b-4953-9923-4ab54e43ddc8.html 

 

 
CRC to fight food waste currently seeking approval 
Sustainability Matters, Other, 19/09/17 
 

With 42% of food produced in Australia currently ending up as waste — either during the production and manufacturing stages or 
via the end consumer — over 50 industry and research organisations have come together to do something about it. The Fight 
Food Waste & Fraud Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), originally proposed in November 2016, aims to tackle the growing 
international problem of food waste and fraud by developing the circular food economy in Australia to valorise ‘waste’ and by 
protecting the integrity and provenance of our food and wine products, both domestically and abroad. “There’s not enough 
realisation within food industries about how to profitably work with waste,” said Peter Wadewitz, managing director of food waste 
recycler Peats Soil & Garden Supplies, a partner of the CRC. “There’s an urgent need to introduce and promote new solutions.” 
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Wadewitz is confident the proposed CRC could accelerate the transformation of existing organic waste streams into high-value 
products such as nutraceuticals, as well as develop new forms of high-value soil amendments from the likes of discarded 
European carp. Such breakthroughs are expected to help strengthen the circular agrifood economy — currently a hot topic in 
Australian political circles. The CRC is also expected to have a significant impact on the potato industry — the third-biggest 
commodity in the world and also the one with the highest rejection rate in the fresh food sector. It is claimed that 25% to 40% of 
potatoes are rejected by the sector, largely due to the rigidity of supermarket selection criteria; together with high losses in carrots, 
oranges and bananas, these food wastes total $360 million in Australia each year. 

 

Read Item: http://www.sustainabilitymatters.net.au/content/waste/article/crc-to-fight-food-waste-currently-seeking-
approval-547465875 

 

 
NGP construction begins in Mt Isa 
Australian Pipeliner, Other, 18/09/17 
 

Construction has begun at a new Mount Isa compressor station for the Queensland section of Jemena's Northern Gas Pipeline 
(NGP). Jemena and Queensland State Development Minister Dr Anthony Lynham turned the first sod at the site of a new 
compressor station at Mount Isa on Wednesday last week. The compressor station site is located south of the APA Group’s 
Diamantina Power Station. The new compressor station is expected to take 12 months to complete, and will receive gas from the 
NGP before compressing and transporting it to customers in Queensland. The NGP will span 622 km from near Tennant Creek, in 
the Northern Territory, to Mt Isa. Approximately half of the Territory section of pipeline and most of the Queensland section of 
pipeline will be constructed this year with the remaining pipeline to be constructed in 2018. Jemena has partnered with McConnell 
Dowell to construct a 481 km section of the pipeline across the Territory and into part of Queensland. The remaining 141 km of 
pipeline in Queensland will be constructed by Spiecapag Australia. First gas on the NGP is expected to flow in late 2018. Jemena 
is listing job opportunities on the NGP at its dedicated Northern Gas Pipeline project website. 

 

Read Item: https://www.pipeliner.com.au/2017/09/18/ngp-construction-begins-mt-isa/ 

 

 
Sole steaming ahead 
Australian Pipeliner, Other, 18/09/17 
 

Cooper Energy has revealed it had already made substantial progress on its Sole Gas Project before its final investment decision 
(FID) at the end of August. Cooper has revealed that 14 per cent of work was completed by the end of July, with work and costs on 
schedule. At the onshore site near Orbost, Victoria, the bulk of earthworks are completed, as well as the Orbost Gas Plant 
handover from Santos. The handover of the gas plant to APA Group is currently in progress. The welding of the shore crossing 
pipeline has been completed, and manufacture of the 65 km subsea pipeline is 75 per cent complete. The manufacture of the 
umbilical is on schedule and horizontal directional drilling is in progress. The Ocean Monarch rig has been contracted for well 
drilling, with subsea trees manufacturing currently underway in Singapore. The well test contract for the offshore wells has also 
been awarded. The Sole Gas Project will develop the Sole gas field located in VIC/L32 in the Gippsland Basin, offshore Victoria, to 
supply 25 PJ/a. Cooper Energy is the 100 per cent interest holder in the Sole gas field. 

 

Read Item: https://www.pipeliner.com.au/2017/09/18/sole-steaming-ahead/ 
 

 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 18/09/17, David Speers, Interview with Scott Morrison, Federal Treasurer. Speers says China has 
decided to cut coal imports by 10% to prop up local coal miners in China and the cooling demand for coal despite Australian coal 
being of higher quality and efficiency. He asks if Australia will be affected by it as they have a free trade agreement. He asks 
Morrison about the impacts of China's import restriction on Australian coal exports. Morrison says there are no major problems but 
they are working through some issues that Steve Ciobo was working on with the Chinese government. He says the issues 
comprise of the testing of coal and accessing minor ports for offloading coal to China. He says the overall story is that exports to 
China remain a positive one because their products have strong quality. He says the issues do not have material impacts yet. He 
says they are seeing good prices, strong demand and restructuring of the domestic coal mining industry in China. He says there 
are issues but they are being made up for by the prices and the broader demand. Speers asks Morrison if they talked about China 
talking about bringing emissions down and the effects on Australia's resources sector. Morrison says that there are no restrictions 
in China for investing in coal-fired power stations and they are investing in renewables at the same time. He says that Australian 
coal still has a strong demand as they are looking for everywhere to gain energy. He says they need to adopt an all of the above 
approaches to energy investment and to boost their capacity to meet their energy meets in Australia. Speers says Morrison 
blocked a move by a Chinese consortium bid for Ausgrid due to national interest concerns. He asks Morrison what he told the 
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Chinese about the decision. Morrison says it was a good opportunity to clear the air. He says the transaction was unusual but it 
was good to report on the work done to set up the Critical Infrastructure Centre and there were specific and unique aspects of this 
particular asset that meant that the Australian government could not approve it. He says there have been numerous Chinese 
investments in Australia that was approved. He says the explanation was well-received. He says the free trade agreement with 
China is delivering seen in the agriculture sector. He says that there is still a need to work through but it gives you a footing on 
resolving the issues.[cont] 

Great Barrier Reef 

We've toadally got this 
Courier Mail, General News, 19/09/17, page 16 

A release of giant triton sea snails into the Great Barrier Reef would not lead to a cane toad-like population explosion because 
scientific controls are tighter now than 150 years ago, according to a top researcher. The Federal Government is investigating a 
breeding program of the triton - which eats the crown-of-thorns starfish and causes it to flee - a potential game changer in 
protecting the iconic reef. Australian Institute of Marine Science research manager David Souter said any release would be done 
under the most controlled circumstances and after much research to avoid replacing the starfish problem with a worse one. 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0oi978840311 

Is this the secret to saving the Great Barrier Reef? Giant sea snails could be the key to rescuing the ecosystem 
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 18/09/17, Matilda Rudd 

There have long been talks about the deteriorating state of the Great Barrier Reef as a result of climate change, over-fishing and 
pollution. But one of the greatest threats of all is actually a small marine animal called a crown-of-thorn starfish, which is destroying 
the Queensland reef's coral. A group of researchers are hoping that another animal - the giant Triton sea snail - might be the key to 
saving the Australian gem. And it's all because the half-a-metre long snail enjoys snacking on the starfish. Nine News has reported 
that the Federal Government will spend $568,000 on breeding the Triton snails over the next two years before releasing them onto 
the reef. Already 100,000 baby snail larvae have hatched and are being closely monitored until they can be put into a highly 
controlled ocean environment. According to research by the Australian Institute of Marine Science, coral cover on reefs has 
declined by about 50 per cent over the past 30 years. Crown-of-thorns starfish were responsible for almost half of this 
decline.  Outbreaks of the crown-of-thorns starfish happen every 17 years and there have been four documented outbreaks on the 
Great Barrier Reef since the 1960s, with the latest starting in 2010. With a female starfish able to produce 65 million eggs every 
season it's no wonder they're overpowering the reef.  Known predators of the adult crown-of-thorns starfish include the humphead 
Maori wrasse, starry puffer fish and titan trigger fish. The Great Barrier Reef itself is worth protecting given it generates thousands 
of jobs and $56 billion to the economy. 

Read Item: http://www dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4894816/Triton-sea-snails-save-Great-Barrier-Reef.html

Giant sea snail plan to rescue Barrier Reef 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 18/09/17 

A giant starfish-eating snail could be unleashed to help save the Great Barrier Reef, officials said Monday, with a trial underway to 
breed thousands of the rare species. Predatory crown-of-thorns starfish, which munch coral, are naturally-occurring but have 
proliferated due to pollution and agricultural run-off at the struggling World Heritage-listed ecosystem. Their impact has been 
profound with a major study of the 2,300-kilometre (1,400-mile) long reef's health in 2012 showing coral cover halved over the past 
27 years, with 42 percent of the damage attributed to the pest. Now Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) research has 
shown they avoid areas where the Pacific triton sea snail -- also known as the giant triton -- is present. The snails -- which can 
grow to half a metre -- have a well developed sense of smell and can hunt their prey by scent alone. Research showed they were 
particularly fond of crown-of-thorns, but only eat a few each week, and with the snail almost hunted to extinction for their shells, 
there are not many left. This led the Australian government to on Monday announce funding to research breeding them. "The 
possibilities the triton breeding project opens up are exciting," said Queensland federal MP Warren Entsch. "If successful, this 
research will allow scientists to closely look at the impact of giant tritons on crown-of-thorns behaviour and test their potential as a 
management tool to help reduce coral lost to outbreaks." Gia eld at AIMS have laid numerous teardrop-shaped egg 
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capsules, with over 100,000 swimming larvae hatching in the last month. But they are so rare, almost nothing is known about their 
life cycle. The eight snails that AIMS have took them two years to collect. 

 

Read Item: https://au.news.yahoo.com/world/a/37130236/giant-sea-snail-plan-to-rescue-barrier-reef/ 
Also displayed on the World News Australia website 

 

 
How a huge, beautiful snail could save the Great Barrier Reef 
huffingtonpost.com.au, Other, 18/09/17, Josh Butler 
 

Australia's Great Barrier Reef is under threat from a myriad of aggressors -- coral bleaching and climate change, pollution from 
proposed nearby developments, the crown of thorns starfish -- but help on one of those fronts may be coming from a huge, 
beautiful, mysterious snail. Invasion of the crown of thorns starfish is an ever-present hazard for the reef, as the spiky organism 
feeds exclusively on live coral. One single starfish can eat up to ten square metres of coral per year, and with outbreaks of many 
thousands to millions at a time, the crown of thorns can be an immense risk for the survival of reefs -- even those as large as the 
Great Barrier Reef, off Queensland's coast. However, a promising research program from Australian Institute of Marine Science is 
investigating a potential way to combat crown of thorns infestations, envisaging a bizarre underwater battle for the future of the reef 
between the spiky starfish and an crack death squad of very rare triton sea snails. The tritons, which grow up to half a metre in 
length, are a natural predator for the crown of thorns starfish. The snails eat them, as well as sea cucumbers and other starfish. 
What's more, the very smell of the sea snails nearby causes the crown of thorns to flee in panic, as can be seen in this video from 
AIMS. Researchers from AIMS have just received a large grant from the federal government to support their studies into the little-
understood snails, which include breeding programs and plans to deploy the giant tritons as a natural taskforce to control the 
starfish populations on the reef. "They're not endangered, but rare. We're using this funding to try and get a better understanding of 
their life cycle, what they feed on, how they reproduce, where they go, how far they move. We're really starting with an unknown 
animal," said AIMS' Marine Chemical Ecologist Dr Cherie Motti, the main researcher involved in the breeding project. 

 

Read Item: http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/17/how-a-huge-beautiful-snail-could-save-the-great-barrier-
reef a 23212800/ 
 
 
Southern Cross ACT, Nine News Canberra, 18/09/17, Vanessa O’Hanlon, Scientists have discovered a giant sea snail likes to 
feast on the crown of thorns starfish, which is already destroying vast areas of the Great Barrier Reef. Cherie Motti, Institute of 
Marine Science, says even the smell of a triton sea snail will frighten the crown of thorns starfish. The snails were almost hunted to 
extinction by humans who are after its shell. The federal government has committed $500,000 so that the Australian Institute of 
Marine Science can undertake a breeding program  Steven Miles, Environment Minister, says there are plenty of projects 
underway that will give them a chance to beat off the horrible starfish. 
 
 
Southern Cross Wollongong, Nine News Illawarra, 18/09/17, Vanessa O’Hanlon, Scientists have discovered a giant sea snail 
likes to feast on the crown of thorns starfish, which is already destroying vast areas of the Great Barrier Reef. Cherie Motti, Institute 
of Marine Science, says even the smell of a triton sea snail will frighten the crown of thorns starfish. The snails were almost hunted 
to extinction by humans who are after its shell. The federal government has committed $500,000 so that the Australian Institute of 
Marine Science can undertake a breeding program. Steven Miles, Environment Minister, says there are plenty of projects 
underway that will give them a chance to beat off the horrible starfish. 
 
 
Channel 7, Seven News, 18/09/17, Mark Ferguson, Scientists will be introducing a rare giant sea snail to protect the Barrier Reef 
from the Coral killing Crown-of-Thorns starfish. 
 
 
Channel 9, National Nine News, 18/09/17, Andrew Lofthouse and Melissa Downes,  Scientists are hoping triton sea snails can 
take down a coral-eating type of starfish, which is one of the biggest threats to the Great Barrier Reef. The Federal Government 
has put up a $500,000 fund for the Triton Snail Research in North Queensland. 
 
 
Channel 7, Seven News, 18/09/17, Sharyn Ghidella and Bill McDonald, Researchers are hoping triton sea snails can take down 
a coral-eating type of starfish, which is one of the biggest threats to the Great Barrier Reef. Federal Government has put up a 
$500,000 fund for a triton sea snail breeding program. 
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Channel 9, Nine Afternoon News, 18/09/17, Emmy Kubainski, A giant starfish-eating sea snail could help protect the Great 
Barrier Reef. The Federal Government has launched world-first research to breed thousands of rare giant triton sea snails capable 
of devouring crown-of-thorns starfish. 
 
 
Channel 9, Nine Afternoon News, 18/09/17, Will McDonald, The Federal Government will fund research into the breading of the 
triton sea snails that would be used to control the population of the crown-of-thorns starfish at Queensland's Great Barrier Reef. 
 
 
Channel 7, Seven News at 4pm, 18/09/17, Ann Sanders, Qld researchers are hoping breeding giant triton sea snails to eat 
crown-of-thorns starfish could save the Great Barrier Reef. The Federal Government is now putting forward over $500,000 for a 
research and breeding program involving the snails. 
 
 
Channel 9, Nine Afternoon News, 18/09/17, Eva Milic, Researchers are hoping Triton sea snails can help control the population 
of the crown-of-thorns starfish in the Great Barrier Reef. The Federal Government has given $1.5m to start the breeding program 
in North Qld. 
 
 
2GB, Afternoons, 18/09/17, Chris Smith, Interview with Dr David Souter, Research Manager, Australian Institute of Marine 
Science. Compere says that a new critter is set to make its mark on the Great Barrier Reef. Compere says that giant Triton sea 
snails could be used to save the reef from the deadly Crown of Thorns starfish. Souter says that the sea snails were local to 
Queensland and are endangered as they are being hunted to extinction. Souter talks about the characteristics of the Triton sea 
snail. He says that human intervention into sea snail population have played a factor into the outbreak of Crown of Thorns starfish 
in the Great Barrier Reef. He says that the Federal Government is funding world first breeding program of sea snails. Souter 
explains the research program. 
 
 
 
Management and Public Service 
 
 

 
Workforce planning kept in the family 
PSNews, Other, 18/09/17 
 

The Australia Public Service Commission (APSC) has published a new model for workforce planning across the Australian Public 
Service (APS). The Commission’s Job Family Model provides a basis for identifying, articulating, analysing and managing the 
functional and capability requirements of a workforce and is available for Departments and Agencies to adopt or adapt to their 
needs. The APSC said the 2009–10 State of the Service Agency Survey found that only 29 per cent of APS Agencies had a formal 
skill-based system for classifying occupations, highlighting the significant deficiencies of an essential component of workforce 
planning. “Agencies indicated that to progress workforce planning across the APS, the APSC could assist by developing a 
common APS Job Family Model — a means of describing and analysing the workforce with linkages to the broader labour market, 
with a view to identifying high-risk capability areas,” the APSC said. “The main reference point for the majority of the functions and 
roles defined within this model is the Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations (ANZSCO).” It said the 
model supported workforce planning and policy within an organisation and more broadly across the APS through a clear, 
consistent language for articulating the role and skills requirements for the sector. It said that while the Job Family Model was 
released for Agencies to adopt or adapt it was not mandated for use across the APS. The APSC said that since 2011, the take-up 
by Agencies had progressed steadily until in December 2016 it had job family data for around 90,000 staff, or 60 per cent of the 
total Public Service. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/569/news/workforce-planning-kept-in-the-family 

 

 

ABC Mid North Coast, NSW Statewide Drive, 18/09/17, Kia Handley, Interview with Reg Kidd, Deputy Chair, Regional 
Development Australia Central West, about decentralisation. Handley says the Department of Agriculture has made its home in 
Orange, having been there since the 1990s. She adds that the APVMA will be making its move to Armidale in the near future. She 
notes that a parliamentary hearing is currently taking place in Orange looking at previous successes and failures in relocating 
government departments to regional areas. She mentions that representatives from Regional Development Australia Central West, 
Orange City Council, and the Business Chamber have all given evidence. Kidd says the hearing has been fantastic. He mentions 
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that they can talk about setting up the Regional Investment Corporation once it passes Parliament. He reveals that in the hearing, 
they spoke about health, education, skills sets, upskilling, way of life, the prices of houses and how they can generate more growth 
in an area. He reckons Orange is a great case study when it comes to decentralisation because of its diversity, mining, health 
system, schools, affordable housing and good infrastructure. Handley mentions that there's a lot of push against decentralisation 
from people in Canberra and public service offices. Kidd points out that this is why the Commonwealth, state, and local 
governments should work with people. He believes decentralisation is one way to develop regional centres. 
 
 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 

We all lose in point scoring 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business Journal, 19/09/17, Anthony Penney, page 26 
 

We are living in a world which seems to be void of political consensus. Black has to be black, white is white, and there is rarely any 
grey. Or as Batman put it in the Lego Movie, sometimes "very, very dark grey" is not even allowed. Rare are he days when a good 
policy initiative is raised by a government or opposition and is supported by the other side, recognising the value of the proposition. 
When the Weatherill Government announced this month it would defer the start of its Energy Security Target by two years - 
recognising the majority of public submissions from a broad range of stakeholders including energy generators and retailers, 
community groups, large energy users and businesses concerned about the speed of its implementation and potential to increase 
costs - one would have expected the Opposition to quietly applaud it. Or at least say nothing. It instead voiced concerns about the 
Government's energy target. Political opportunism in the current climate at both state and federal levels is rife. The SA Liberals 
oppose fracking in the South-East while the Labor Government supports it. However, the Federal Liberal Government wants to see 
more fracking because it promotes economic growth and could open energy channels, but Federal Labor leader Bill Shorten 
supports the Northern Territory ban on fracking. 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0eq978840313 
 

 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

Extinction risk runs high for nature's biggest and smallest 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News  19/09/17, Peter Hannam, page 10 
 

The world's growing extinction threats are typically worst for the largest and smallest creatures, a finding that should temper 
conservation efforts, new research has found. The study, published on Tuesday in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, examined 27,647 vertebrate species based on body mass as assessed by the Union for Conservation of Nature's Red 
List. About 17 per cent of all species, for which size data is available, are threatened with extinction. The threat to larger animals 
has been relatively well known, not least because creatures such as blue whales, elephants and tigers are often highlighted by 
conservation groups  For many species, the risks are often from growing populations of humans hunting or fishing wild meat, or the 
purported medicinal value of animal parts. These "charismatic" species in turn often draw a relatively large share of research 
funding, Thomas Newsome, a research fellow with both Sydney and Deakin universities and an author of the paper, said. By 
contrast, smaller species were often nocturnal with relatively few sightings by humans. They also typically had much more limited 
ranges than bigger animals. As a result, the destruction of their habitat - particularly from land-clearing for agriculture or to house a 
growing human population - can wipe out the only ecosystem they have. "We are currently poised to cut off the top and the tail" of 
the species chain, Dr Newsome said, adding that both ends of the spectrum played important roles as "ecological engineers". 

 

Read Item: http://mediaportal.com/0eq978840315 

 

 

ABC North and West SA, Late Afternoons, 18/09/17, Sarah Tomlinson, Regular Segment: Destination Anywhere with Venus 
Bay senior engineer Pat Walsh. Tomlinson is joined by Walsh and asks about the town. Walsh says it is a fishing village which is a 
popular destination for holidays. He adds the wildlife population is triple than the human counterpart. He shares they are also 
raising endangered species such as bilbies and bettongs. He tells they are trying to keep the threats away from these species such 
as cats and foxes. He also talks about his favourite spot in the area. 
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ABC Gold Coast, Drive, 18/09/17, Anthony Frangi, Interview with Cameron Caldwell, Gold Coast Councillor for Division 3. 
Frangi says residents on the Gold Coast are concerned about the future of koalas. Caldwell confirmed they are hosting the 
Coomera Koala Conversations event tonight to address these concerns. He mentions council officers, environmental officers, Dr 
Michael Pyne from the Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, and Karen Scott from Wildcare will speak at the event. He explains they want 
the community to know what the Council is doing to protect the koalas, and adds they want to get feedback from the community as 
well. He says his koala management plan for the Gold Coast is a positive step forward, saying it shows a clear agenda that the 
koala population management is important for them. He mentions disease, particularly chlamydia, is the major threat to koalas in 
Southeast Queensland. He shares how people can help protect koalas in their own little ways. He says they need to preserve good 
and healthy habitats for koalas. He confirms the event will be held at the Red Edge Community Centre, at Finnegan Way in 
Coomera from 6pm tonight. 

ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 18/09/17, Michael Condon, Pre-recorded interview with Cameron Lay, NSW DPI. Condon 
says the Murray-Darling Basin Native Fish Forum was held recently in Canberra with more than 200,000 participants. He adds the 
forum's agenda is to identify why fish need flows and how water for the environment can create positive fish outcomes  He adds 
the National Carp Plan is also part of the agenda. Lay says the recreational fishing industry in the basin brings in over $1.3B every 
year so their involvement is vital. He talks about the impact of recreational fishing on the regional economy. He discusses the 
National Carp Control Plan as well as the approach they will have to address the concerns raised by the community. He shares 
plans to avoid the 'blackwater events'. He talks about water screening in the water system in the region

Heritage 

The Sacred Trust of Ross Heritage 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 18/09/17, tasmaniantimes.com 

The town of Ross has a really special place in the heart of anyone who visits this historic heritage village, so when the Council in 
charge decides to build a new toilet block, approves the use of sandstone in its construction (FIG 1), and then attempts a conjurer’s 
trick of replacing real sandstone with imitation sandstone concrete blocks (FIG 3), is the sacred trust to care for the precious 
heritage of Ross being breached? The Tasmanian Government recently trumpeted Tasmania’s tourist success in attracting an 
increasing number of visitors to our magical island, and how visitors would be directed to the “regional areas” in the future: 
‘Massive Growth in Overseas Visitors’ The Mercury, 6 September 2017: “Hoards of big spending American tourists have helped 
Tasmania record the nation’s highest growth in overseas visitors - with a 13 per cent jump last financial year. Tourism Research 
Australia’s International Visitor Survey has revealed a record 253,000 international visitors flocked to Tasmania in the year to June, 
spending a record $457 million.” ~ “Premier Will Hodgman said the strong result demonstrated the increasing strength of the 
Tasmanian brand overseas. “We have outlined ambitious new targets that would see an increase in the number of visitors staying 
overnight in our regional areas to 70 per cent (of all visitors to the state, meaning more visitors to our regions and a boost to our 
regional economies and local jobs,” he said.” Ross, in the heart of Tasmania, is in one of those “regional areas”. It is one thing to 
have Besser Block buildings in Ross from half a century ago, as with the Tasmanian Wool Centre, but a higher standard is 
expected now, if adding built structure with an historic appearance. We can ask, why didn’t the Northern Midlands Council use 
imitation sandstone concrete blocks in the entrance statements at the north and south of the town on the Midlands Highway? (FIG 
5) 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/article/the-sacred-trust-of-ross-heritage/ 

3AW, Drive  18/09/17, Tom Elliott, Interview with Latrobe City Council Mayor Kellie O'Callaghan on the Hazelwood power station 
being given a heritage nomination.  O'Callaghan says they don't know who has lodged this application but they have found it out 
from media. She confirms Heritage Victoria will need to make the call but they are concerned its process is a bit of a complex one. 
Elliott asks if Engie has demolished the power station. O'Callaghan says there has been some assembling of some of the power 
station's components. She explains the challenge is having the resources and the capacity to rebuild. She says she is not sure 
what the people or the government would like to see in its operational perspective. She suggests they have to convene with the 
community to know how it should be done so as not to abandon the site and let it decay because it would only be a burden to their 
local community. 

Daily Briefings include copyright material provided under licence and are strictly for internal client use only. 
Recipients of Daily Briefings must be covered by an appropriate Copyright Agency licence. Daily Briefings 
must not be provided to any third party by any means for any purpose, including sharing links to articles by 
email or social media. For more information contact copyright@isentia.com ©2017 Isentia Group Limited. 
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