
Doc. 66



announce its first funding round this month, but there are now fears this could be delayed until early next year as it conducts due 
diligence on a handful of projects including a rail link to Adani's $16.5 billion Carmichael mine in Central Queensland and Genex 
Power's $823 million Kidston pumped hydro and solar project in North Queensland. There is also speculation the rail line for 
another mining project, the Balla Balla project in the Pilbara in Western Australia, is under consideration by NAIF. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bi976100973 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

Turnbull's power deal with AGL 
The Australian, General News, 12/09/17, David Crowe, page 1 

Malcolm Turnbull has struck a deal with power giant AGL to prevent a looming energy shortage by extending the life of a vital coal-
fired power station for five years, unless the company drafts a plan within 90 days to install new generators to take its place. The 
Prime Minister ended a meeting with AGL chief executive Andy Vesey with a commitment from the company to avoid the forecast 
market shortfall that is fuelling fears of higher prices and potential blackouts when the company closes its Liddell coal power 
station. The Prime Minister will come under increasing pressure to decide whether to embrace a clean energy target across the 
electricity sector, given Mr Vesey's public call for the government to "set the rules" so the industry can plan investments in new 
power. The AGL board will consider plans to install gas-fired power stations to replace Liddell but the government said the 
outcome would have to ensure "no adverse impact on consumers" in price and reliability. The agreement is a significant win for the 
government in the escalating political dispute over energy, after Labor complained that the idea of extending the life of Liddell was 
only a "thought bubble" that gave "false hope" to workers. While Mr Vesey has vowed to "get out" of coal, the company expects to 
keep its Bayswater and Loy Yang coal-fired power stations running until the 2040s. Coal power accounted for $1.54 billion, or 
almost 80 per cent, of AGL's earnings from its wholesale electricity business last year. […] Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said 
AGL had asked for 90 days to prepare the work on new options. "The outcome of the meeting is that AGL will take to its board a 
proposal to keep Liddell open for another five years or to sell to another party," he said. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ka976100971 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

Energy blame game solves little 
The Australian, Editorials, 12/09/17, page 13 

The federal government needs a coherent electricity policy Malcolm Turnbull has been busy blaming Labor governments, mainly in 
the states, for the nation's energy crisis. Treasurer Scott Morrison has been spruiking a five-point plan to resolve the power 
problems. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce's party, the Nationals, has passed a conference motion opposing the introduction 
of a clean energy target. Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg is beavering away trying to come up with the 
electricity supply silver bullet. So activity around energy policy is very energetic but it is a long way from being resolved. The Prime 
Minister is right to criticise the states for limiting gas exploitation and for the way in which they hastened the closure of major coal-
fired generators in South Australia and Victoria. Yet even in the electricity basket-case of SA, where prices and reliability have 
suffered primarily because of a rush towards a 50 per cent renewable energy share, the states have acted on the back of 
bipartisan federal policy. The renewable energy target, backed in government and opposition by Labor and the Coalition, has 
forced electricity consumers to subsidise the installation of solar and wind energy that also has undercut the viability of thermal 
electricity generation, still required as a backup. With insufficient backup or storage the National Electricity Market is dangerously 
exposed, with shortfalls forecast this summer and for at least a decade to come. For an energy-rich nation this is an unthinkable 
policy disaster. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bi976100975 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

AGL rejects call to extend coal 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, Matt Chambers, page 17 

AGL Energy chief executive Andy Vesey says building coal-fired power stations is no longer 'economically rational', committing to 
deliver a coal-free plan to avoid a market shortfall when AGL  Liddell coal-fired power station in NSW in 2022. In doing 



so, Mr Vesey has implicitly rejected the federal government's calls for the company to extend the life of the ageing Liddell or sell it 
to someone who will, after being hauled to Canberra yesterday to meet with Malcolm Turnbull. "Following today's meeting with the 
Prime Minister, we have committed to deliver a plan in 90 days of the actions AGL will take to avoid a market shortfall once the 
Liddell coal-fired power station retires in 2022," the AGL boss said last night. "I was asked to take to the AGL board the 
government's request to continue the operation of Liddell post 2022 for five years and/or sell Liddell, which I agreed to do," he said. 
The board has no doubt considered whether to sell or extend the life of Liddell many times. AGL repeated statements made last 
month that the gap left by Liddell would be filled with a mix of lower demand, demand management, gas peaking plants, pumped 
hydro and batteries. "Short term, new development will continue to favour renewables supported by gas peaking (and) longer term, 
we see this trend continuing with large-scale battery deployment enhancing the value of renewable technology," Mr Vesey said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bi976100977 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Busy Schott has a lot on her plate 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, Andrew White, page 17 

 

It looks as though Kerry Schott is clearing out some room in her diary for her new gig as head of the Energy Security Board. The 
energetic former investment banker and public servant was hand-picked for the job created out of one of the recommendations 
from Alan Finkel's review of the National Electricity Market that has had such a bracing effect on our national dialogue. Finkel 
himself told a business lunch in Sydney last week that the creation of the board was one of the most important of the 50 
recommendations he made to PM Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. How important? Its job will be to co-
ordinate the implementation of the recommendations from the Finkel Report - which may or may not include bringing in a Clean 
Energy Target, an idea that hasn't received quite the same enthusiastic backing across government ranks as the other 49 
changes. In passing, the ESB will one of the few heavy-hitting boards in the country with a majority of women - Schott's deputy 
chair will be Business Council energy specialist Clare Savage, with the other directors including Australian Energy Regulator chair 
Paula Conboy, Australian Energy Markets Operator Audrey Zibelman. Australian Energy Market Commission chair John Pierce is 
the sole man. We wonder if Schott will have a role in issues such as giving a new lease of life to AGL's Liddell power station, 
discussions on which led CEO Andy Vesey to Canberra yesterday. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bi976100979 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
PM's energy win as AGL blinks over Liddell 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/17, James Massola, page 5 

 

Energy company AGL has blinked in the face of pressure from the government over the future of the Liddell coal-fired power plant, 
asking for 90 days to come up with a proposal to keep the plant open, sell it - or deliver equivalent power into the market. After a 
90-minute meeting in Canberra between Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg and AGL chief 
executive Andy Vesey over the future of the plant, Mr Frydenberg said the company had indicated it was ready to back down from 
its plan to shut Liddell in 2022. A war of words erupted between the government and the power company last week over the issue. 
Mr Turnbull told Parliament that AGL had indicated it was willing to sell Liddell, the oldest coal-fired power station in Australia, to a 
third party to keep it open for five years beyond 2022 and avoid a 1000-megawatt shortfall of base load, dispatchable power 
forecast by the electricity market operator. That prompted a strident response from Mr Vesey, who last week said the company had 
no plans to change its 2022 shutdown timeline and issued a statement to the stockmarket to that effect. But in a win for the 
Turnbull government, Mr Frydenberg announced after the meeting that "AGL will take to its board proposal to keep Liddell open for 
another five years, or to sell to another party". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq976100981 

Also displayed in the Age, Canberra Times and on the Canberra Times, Brisbane Times, WA Today and WEB MSN Australia 
websites 

 

 
AGL vows to retain power 
Courier Mail, General News, 12/09/17, page 12 

 



Energy giant AGL has agreed to take to its board a proposal to keep the Liddell coal-fired power station open until 2027 or sell it to 
another party. Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg met with AGL boss Andrew Vesey (pictured) in Canberra 
yesterday, after the Government flagged interest in keeping the power station operating beyond its scheduled shutdown date of 
2022. Mr Frydenberg told reporters after the 90-minute meeting the company would take a proposal to its board to keep the NSW 
plant open for another five years beyond 2022 or to sell to another party. At the same time, the company will also work up a plan to 
ensure sufficient extra supply into the electricity market - the equivalent of what is currently coming out of Liddell. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq976100987 

Also displayed in the Herald Sun on the Adelaide Now, Brisbane Courier-Mail, Perth Now, NEWS.com.au, TheBull.com.au, 
GWN7 - Yahoo!7, Herald Sun, Daily Telegraph Australia, Northern Territory News, Brisbane Courier-Mail, Perth Now, The 
Mercury, Adelaide Now, Yahoo! News Australia, Yahoo! Prime7 and World News Australia, 9News.com.au, GWN7 - 
Yahoo!7, Yahoo! News Australia, Yahoo! Prime7 and World News Australia websites 

 

 

 
AGL boss powers down as station in limbo 
Adelaide Advertiser, Edition Changes - 2nd Edition, 12/09/17, Sharri Markson and Sheradyn Holderhead, page 2 

 

AGL boss Andy Vesey has started a selldown of $18 million worth of AGL shares he's in line to receive at the same time as putting 
the nation's energy future on hold by delaying a decision on the fate of the Liddell coal-fired power station. Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull pressed the millionaire energy boss to keep Liddell - the third largest generator in NSW - open, but Mr Vesey complained 
he needed more time to consider his options. But The Advertiser can reveal Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce pressed Mr 
Vesey, who earned $6.9 million last year, to make a "quick decision" to sell it or not during a meeting in the Prime Minister's office 
late yesterday. Mr Vesey caved in, agreeing to take a proposal to the AGL board to keep open or sell the Liddell power station. It 
comes as Mr Vesey, an American in the role of CEO on a 457 visa, has started a selldown of his shares. He notified the ASX 
yesterday that he sold 50,000 ordinary AGL shares, worth $1.24 million, as he is legally entitled to do. Mr Vesey still has 376,229 
ordinary shares remaining worth $9.3 million at the current share price of $24.80. Another 305,161 shares, currently valued at $7.5 
million, have been allocated to Mr Vesey to be vested based on performance, including shareholder return and return on equity. He 
is in line to receive $18 million worth of shares. AGL have a 90-day deadline to devise a plan to put enough energy in the national 
grid for about a million family homes in the next five years. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said this alternative supply plan was 
preferred by the company but the Government wanted NSW's coal-fired Liddell power station to be kept open past its scheduled 
2022 closure. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wg976100991 

 

 
90 days to power 1m homes 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 12/09/17, page 3 

 

Power giants AGL have a 90-day deadline to devise a plan to put enough energy in the national grid for about a million family 
homes in the next five years. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said this alternative supply plan was preferred by the company but 
the Government wanted NSW's coal fired Liddell power station to be kept open past its scheduled 2022 closure. The deal was 
struck following a much hyped 90-minute meeting between Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, other senior Government ministers 
and AGL boss Andy Vesey. "AGL will take to its board a proposal to keep Liddell open for another five years or to sell to another 
party," Mr Frydenberg said. "At the same time the company will also work up a plan to ensure sufficient additional supply into the 
market equivalent to what is coming out of Liddell." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wg976100993 

No future in coal for energy giant AGL 
GWN7 - Yahoo! 

 

Energy giant AGL sees no future in coal-fired power despite agreeing to consider extending the life of an ageing NSW power 
station. AGL chief executive Andy Vesey will take a proposal to the keep the Liddell power station in the NSW Hunter Valley open 
for five years beyond its 2022 close date to the board. Under the proposal the coal-fired plant would either continue to be run by 
AGL or sold to another company. But despite his undertaking to the government, Mr Vesey believes the company's short-term 
future is in renewable energy supported by gas "peaking" power. "Longer term, we see this trend continuing with large-scale 
battery deployment enhancing the value of renewable technology," he said. "We just don't see new development of coal as 
economically rational, even before factoring in a carbon cost." The government expects to hear back from AGL within 90 days of 
Monday's meeting with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and nister Josh Frydenberg. The meeting came after the 



Australian Energy Market Operator identified a potential shortfall of 1000 megawatts of power in the eastern grid after 2022. Mr 
Frydenberg said AGL would also produce a plan to ensure enough additional supply into the market to cover the deficiency in the 
grid left by Liddell's planned closure. "From the government perspective, obviously our preference is to keep the power station 
open. But we haven't seen their plan," he said. 

 

Read Item: https://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w1/news/a/-/national/37050002/no-future-in-coal-for-energy-giant-agl/ 

Also displayed on the 9News.com.au, Yahoo! News Australia, World News Australia and Yahoo! Prime7 websites 

 

 
Liddell power station: AGL appears committed to closing coal plant despite meeting with PM 
WEB MSN Australia, Other, 12/09/17, Matt Wordsworth and Louise Yaxley 

 

Energy provider AGL appears to be ruling out selling or extending the life of the Liddell power station, despite the Federal 
Government declaring that is still an option. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said yesterday's meeting between AGL and the 
Government ended with a range of options, including keeping the Liddell plant open for an extra five years beyond 2022. After the 
90-minute meeting, Mr Frydenberg said AGL's managing director had agreed to ask the company's board to consider delaying the 
closure or selling the power station. But the company's chief executive Andy Vesey appeared to strike that down. "I think that we 
are committed to finding the best solution for the market, we believe we can deliver that without having to consider the extension or 
sell the plant and that's what we're going to work on," Mr Vesey told the ABC. Mr Frydenberg said AGL had also proposed an 
alternative which was to produce the equivalent amount of electricity from another source. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
announced last week he wanted AGL to keep the Liddell power station, the oldest coal-fired plant still running in Australia, 
operating for five years beyond its due closure date in 2022. After that, Mr Vesey tweeted that "keeping old coal power plants open 
won't deliver the reliable, affordable energy our customers need". 

 

Read Item: http://www.msn.com/en-au/money/company-news/liddell-power-station-agl-appears-committed-to-closing-
coal-plant-despite-meeting-with-pm/ar-AArGm9V 

Also displayed on the ABC Radio Australia and ABC Online websites 

 

 
AGL boss Andy Vesey goes the hard sell amid power plant limbo 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 12/09/17 

 

AGL boss Andy Vesey has started a selldown of $18 million worth of AGL shares he's in line to receive at the same time as putting 
the nation's energy future on hold by delaying a decision on the fate of the Liddell coal-fired power station.  Malcolm Turnbull 
pressed the millionaire energy boss to keep Liddell — the state’s third largest generator — open, but Mr Vesey complained he 
needed more time to consider his options. But The Daily Telegraph can reveal Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce pressed Mr 
Vesey, who earned $6.9 million last year, to make a “quick decision” to sell it or not during a meeting in the Prime Minister’s office 
late yesterday. Mr Vesey caved, agreeing to take a proposal to the AGL board to keep open or sell the Liddell coal-fired power 
station. It comes as Mr Vesey, an American in the role of CEO on a 457 visa, has started a selldown of his shares. He notified the 
ASX yesterday that he sold 50,000 ordinary AGL shares, worth $1.24 million, as he is legally entitled to do. Mr Vesey still has 
376,229 ordinary shares remaining worth $9.3 million at the current share price of $24.8. Another 305,161 shares, currently valued 
at $7.5 million, have been allocated to Mr Vesey to be vested based on performance, including shareholder return and return on 
equity. He is in line to receive $18 million worth of shares. AGL asked the government for 90 days to develop a plan to generate 
equivalent electricity Liddell output. Delta Energy is one of several companies interested in Liddell. Another is an Indonesian 
energy company. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/12/14559d14-374d-4048-9b46-47fadc435e08.html 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

 
Parnell McGuinness: The politics of power prices is leaving us out in the cold 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 12/09/17 

 

There's never been a better time to be Andy Vesey. The AGL chief’s Australian endeavours are charmed and now the government 
is courting him. Power prices are up and AGL is in the perfect position to keep them that way, which means great profits for the 
power company and bonuses for its CEO. A complex energy landscape means the consumer has little understanding of the 
causes of price hikes. The more competing “facts” are prese ore the issue becomes clouded. Even a consumer with 



above-average common sense isn’t well-equipped to cut through the ideological spin hidden within technical jargon that interest 
groups pump into the market. In this environment, pretty much any narrative can prevail. The opposition likes to say that we’re in 
this mess because there’s a lack of investment certainty. According to this Grand Theory of Everything, if we only had a carbon 
price, power prices would go down. That’s sort of like the banks arguing that the bank levy will make bank fees go down. Logic so 
tortured the UN should intervene. People making this argument add that there’d be more investment in power generation if only we 
had a carbon price. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/11/eecab7eb-ea89-477a-8510-8464020708df.html 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

Malcolm Turnbull gets AGL to think again on Liddell coal power station 
The New Daily, Other, 11/09/17 

 

AGL boss Andy Vesey has thrown the Turnbull government another curveball only hours after agreeing to consider the Prime 
Minister’s key demands for the future of a controversial coal-fired power station. Following a 90-minute meeting on Monday, the 
company committed to asking its board whether to keep the Hunter Valley-based plant open beyond its 2022 closing date or 
consider selling it to another party. Yet despite that commitment, Mr Vesey later restated the company’s aversion to keeping the 
plant operating beyond 2022 or selling it off as per the government’s request. “I think that we are committed to finding the best 
solution for the market, we believe we can deliver that without having to consider the extension or sell the plant and that’s what 
we’re going to work on,” Mr Vesey told the ABC. The company will now provide a plan to the government within 90 days on the 
steps it “will take to avoid a market shortfall once the Liddell coal-fired power station retires in 2022”. In an earlier statement, Mr 
Vesey said he had agreed to take the new options to the company board at the request of the government. “Following today’s 
meeting with the Prime Minister, we have committed to deliver a plan in 90 days of the actions AGL will take to avoid a market 
shortfall once the Liddell coal-fired power station retires in 2022,” he said. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg had earlier confirmed 
AGL’s commitment to take the government’s requests to its board, stressing the need for the power station to remain in operation. 
“The only option that is currently on the table to ensure that there is no shortfall in 2022 is the continuation of Liddell as a power 
plant or a sale to another party,” he said. But he conceded AGL’s intention to consider meeting the shortfall using other energy 
sources beside coal. 

 

Read Item: http://thenewdaily.com.au/news/national/2017/09/11/agl-liddell-power-station-board/ 

 

 
AGL to consider keeping Liddell running: Frydenberg 
WEB MSN Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

[Video] Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg speaks at Parliament House in Canberra after he and the prime minister met with AGL 
chief executive Andrew Vesey for 90 minutes. Mr Frydenberg says a report from the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) 
identifies a potential shortfall in the market with the scheduled closure of the Liddell coal-fired power station in 2022. Mr 
Frydenberg says the meeting with AGL was “a very constructive meeting” and outcome is AGL will take to its board a proposal to 
keep Liddell open for another five years or to sell to another party. 

 

Read Item: http://www.msn.com/en-au/sport/football/agl-to-consider-keeping-liddell-running-frydenberg/vi-AArGeBG 

Also displayed on the World News Australia, WEB MSN Australia, Yahoo! Prime7 and The Conversation websites 

 

Energy committee head says Liddell station 'about stuffed'and loan mechanism needed 
Yahoo! UK & Ireland, Other, 11/09/17, Katharine Murphy 

 

The chairman of federal parliament’s environment and energy committee says a fresh approach is needed on energy policy, 
including a new federal loan mechanism to upgrade the coal fleet and a “lock in” mechanism for the clean energy target. Ahead of 
a much telegraphed meeting in Canberra on Monday between the Turnbull government and the head of AGL, Andy Vesey, about 
extending the operating life of the Liddell power station, the Nationals MP Andrew Broad told Guardian Australia he believed the 
ageing New South Wales plant was “about stuffed”. Broad is the chairman of parliament’s multi-partisan standing committee on 
environment and energy, and that committee has been pursuing an extensive inquiry into modernising Australia’s electricity grid, 
which will report soon. Broad said rather than pursuing a piecemeal approach, the key development required to lower power prices 
for consumers was certainty and that could be achieved by implementing a consistent energy policy that could survive multiple 
parliaments. “If you are going to attract investment, then you have to create certainty,” he said. Broad said the government would 
be wise to consider a policy which included: Restricting gas exports for two to three years to bring prices down; A “lock in 



mechanism” for the clean energy target recommended by the chief scientist, Alan Finkel, where power provision arrangements 
would be contracted out for eight years at a time, effectively preventing governments from changing the parameters of the scheme; 
A new federal loan mechanism that power generators could access to reconfigure the coal fleet in order to increase efficiency and 
lower greenhouse emissions; And active federal investments in new transmission infrastructure to bolt renewables more effectively 
into the grid.  

 

Read Item: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/energy-committee-head-says-liddell-180043602.html 

Also displayed on the Yahoo! UK & Ireland website 

 

 

Energy company AGL agrees to reconsider future of Liddell coal-fired power station 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 11/09/17, Malcolm Farr 

 

The chief executive of energy company AGL Andy Vesey tonight promised he would take to his board proposals to keep the Liddell 
coal-fired power station going for at least five years after its scheduled closure in 2022. Alternatively, the board will consider 
proposals to sell the plant, in the Hunter region of NSW, to someone who would keep it going. The pledge came in 90-minutes of 
talks in Canberra with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg. “The company really wants to find additional supply as their option,” Mr Frydenberg later told reporters. “Obviously our 
preference is to keep the power station open. But we haven’t seen their plan. “They have asked for 90 days to work on that, and 
we look forward to seeing that when it is completed.” Minister Frydenberg said there was nondiscussion of Government funding the 
continued operation of Liddell, or to help renovate the 45-year-old facility. He said the challenge was “that the market would have 
shortfall of 1000 megawatts if (Liddell) was to close in 2022”. “There will be a shortfall in supply if Liddell closes. That is why the 
Prime Minister is taking responsibility to ensure the market doesn’t have that shortfall.” 

 

Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/energy-company-agl-agrees-to-reconsider-future-of-liddell-
coalfired-power-station/news-story/958c6584a9b183fdbd40637c30637f6a 

Also displayed on The Mercury, Northern Territory News, Daily Telegraph Australia, Adelaide Now, Herald Sun and 
Brisbane Courier-Mail websites 

 

 
AGL calls Coalition bluff on Liddell, focuses on solar, wind and storage 
Renew Economy, Other, 11/09/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

AGL Energy has called the bluff of the federal Coalition over the future of Liddell, pointing out that the ageing coal plant is 
unreliable and stating its clear focus is on replacing the capacity with renewable energy and storage. CEO Andy Vesey agreed to 
take the government’s proposal to extend the life of the coal generator or sell it to the company board, but that commitment is likely 
to be nothing more than a face-saver for a Coalition government pushed into the realms of stupid by its desperation to appease its 
right wing and the Nationals. There is no way the AGL board would approve a proposal not favoured by Vesey, and the CEO has 
clearly other plans afoot, and they are all about renewables, peaking plants and storage. “Short term, new development will 
continue to favour renewables supported by gas peaking,” Vesey said after a meeting in Canberra with prime minister Malcolm 
Turnbull, energy minister Josh Frydenberg, and deputy prime minister and Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce. “Longer term, we see 
this trend continuing with large scale battery deployment enhancing the value of renewable technology. In this environment, we just 
don’t see new development of coal as economically rational, even before factoring in a carbon cost,” Vesey said in a statement. 
And he made clear in this statement that Liddell would retire, as planned. “Following today’s meeting with the Prime Minister, we 
have committed to deliver a plan in 90 days of the actions AGL will take to avoid a market shortfall once the Liddell coal-fired 
power station retires in 2022.” And for good measure, he tweeted that line …. “once the Liddell coal-fired power station retires in 
2022.” 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/agl-calls-coalition-bluff-liddell-focuses-solar-wind-storage-54797/ 

 

AGL to deliver plan to avoid energy shortage if Liddell power station closes 
Guardian Australia, Other, 11/09/17, Katharine Murphy 

 

AGL will give the Turnbull government a plan within 90 days detailing how it will supply the electricity market with reliable power 
when the ageing Liddell coal plant retires in 2022. The public commitment came after a meeting between the AGL chief executive 
Andy Vesey, the prime minister, and senior government ministers, in Canberra on Monday, where the company was asked to take 
a proposal to the board to either sell the plant, or keep it open for another five years. In a statement issued after the meeting, the 
company made it clear it had agreed to the government’s re e a sale or extension proposal to the board very reluctantly. 



“I was asked to take to the AGL board the government’s request to continue the operation of Liddell post 2022 for five years and/or 
sell Liddell, which I agreed to do,” Vesey said in a statement. While acknowledging it would manage a proposal to sell or extend 
Liddell’s operating life up to the board – the company also made it clear it was inclined to stick with a previously telegraphed plan 
to develop gas peaking plant, pumped hydro and batteries, as well as a demand response, to deal with the shortfall in NSW once 
the plant closes. Vesey said the company did not see new development of coal as “economically rational, even before factoring in 
a carbon cost”. In a pointed observation, AGL said it was complying with the government’s Finkel review requirements to give 
advanced notice when it intended to close power plants. While acknowledging it would manage a proposal to sell or extend 
Liddell’s operating life up to the board – the company also made it clear it was inclined to stick with a previously telegraphed plan 
to develop gas peaking plant, pumped hydro and batteries, as well as a demand response, to deal with the shortfall in NSW once 
the plant closes. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/sep/11/agl-to-deliver-plan-to-avoid-energy-shortage-if-
liddell-power-station-closes 

 

 
Australia's AGL to consider sale, extending life of coal-fired plant 
Reuters UK, Other, 11/09/17, Agl Said 

 

AGL Energy, Australia's biggest power producer, has promised to propose to its board to keep one of its big coal-fired generator 
stations open beyond 2022 or sell it to fill a supply gap, Australia's energy minister and AGL said on Monday. AGL said two years 
ago it planned to close the ageing 2,000-megawatt (MW) Liddell power station in 2022 as part of a phased exit from coal by 2050. 
Australia’s energy market operator last week, however, warned of a 1,000-MW shortfall in power after 2022 if the Liddell plant were 
shut, so the government is looking for ways to keep it open. Electricity has become a hot button issue over the past year, after a 
string of blackouts and price spikes have hit households as well as major industrial users, including global miners BHP and Rio 
Tinto, in eastern Australia. “I was asked to take to the AGL board the government’s request to continue the operation of Liddell 
post-2022 for five years and/or sell Liddell, which I agreed to do,” said AGL Chief Executive Andy Vesey in a statement after 
meeting with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. 

 

Read Item: http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-australia-power-agl-energy/australias-agl-to-consider-sale-extending-life-of-
coal-fired-plant-idUSKCN1BM0ZL 

 

 
Sale of Liddell Power Station still on the table 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17, Stephanie Borys, Matt Wordsworth 

 

[Audio] A short time ago the Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg emerged from the talks with AGL. He remained upbeat, saying AGL 
will take a proposal to its board to either keep Liddell open for another five years, or to sell it to another party. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net au/radio/programs/pm/josh-qna/8893842 

 

 
Liddell power station: AGL meets with Malcolm Turnbull, will consider keeping coal plant open 
ABC Radio Australia, Other, 11/09/17, Louise Yaxley 

 

Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said yesterday's meeting between AGL and the Government ended with a range of options, 
including keeping the Liddell plant open for an extra five years beyond 2022. After the 90-minute meeting, Mr Frydenberg said 
AGL's managing director had agreed to ask the company's board to consider delaying the closure or selling the power station. But 
the company's chief executive Andy Vesey appeared to strike that down. "I think that we are committed to finding the best solution 
for the market, we believe we can deliver that without having to consider the extension or sell the plant and that's what we're going 
to work on," Mr Vesey told the ABC. Mr Frydenberg said AGL had also proposed an alternative which was to produce the 
equivalent amount of electricity from another source. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull announced last week he wanted AGL to 
keep the Liddell power station, the oldest coal-fired plant still running in Australia, operating for five years beyond its due closure 
date in 2022. After that, Mr Vesey tweeted that "keeping old coal power plants open won't deliver the reliable, affordable energy 
our customers need". 

 

Read Item: http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-09-11/liddell-power-station-agl-meets-with-malcolm-
turnbull-will-consider-keeping-coal-plant-open/1700758 
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Also displayed on the ABC Online and ABC Radio Australia websites 

 

 

AGL considers extra life for coal plant 
GWN7 - Yahoo!7, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Malcolm Turnbull has extracted a promise from energy giant AGL's boss to take to the board a proposal keep the Liddell coal-fired 
power station running for an extra five years beyond its shutdown date. The prime minister and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg 
met with AGL chief executive Andrew Vesey for 90 minutes in Canberra on Monday. Mr Vesey, who described the meeting as 
"constructive", agreed to take to the board a proposal to keep the Liddell power station in the NSW Hunter Valley open for five 
years beyond its 2022 close date. It would either continue to be run by AGL or sold to another company. The government expects 
to hear back from AGL within 90 days. Mr Frydenberg said AGL would also produce a plan to "ensure sufficient additional supply 
into the market equivalent to what is coming out of Liddell". The meeting came after the Australian Energy Market Operator 
identified a potential shortfall of 1000Megawatts of power in the eastern grid after 2022. "The prime minister will not allow a 
shortfall in the market to occur that has been identified by AEMO, recognising that it is in consumers' interest to have a stable and 
affordable power system," Mr Frydenberg told reporters after the meeting. Delta Electricity, which operates a NSW Central Coast 
plant, has flagged interest in taking over the plant, but says it needs to do due diligence before making any formal offer. AGL did 
not ask for any government subsidy to keep the power station open. 

 

Read Item: https://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w1/news/a/-/national/37032967/agl-considers-extra life-for-coal-plant/ 

Also displayed on the Yahoo! News Australia website 

 

 
Renewables and AGL under pressure 
businessfirstmagazine.com.au, Other, 11/09/17, Leon Gettler 

 

The National Party at its federal conference on Saturday passed a motion to phase out subsidies for renewable energy. Former 
resources minister Matt Canavan told the conference renewables were a “short-term sugar hit”. “We’ve taken all the subsidies 
away from our farming sector and now the biggest protection racket going around is in our renewable energy sector,” Mr Canavan 
said. National Party leader and Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Jones would not buy into the debate about renewables but said the 
key issue was the power crisis. “What I do take on board is the sense of commitment by the National Party to make sure we are 
not absconding from the reality of our economics,” Mr Joyce said. “That is, baseload power is overwhelmingly driven by coal fired 
power and we’ve got to make sure that that can be maintained.” The debate followed last week’s warning from the energy market 
operator that Australia was facing blackouts and that this risk was rising with the closure of AGL’s coal fired Liddell power station in 
New South Wales. AGL says it’s committed to closing Liddell and the government is trying to negotiate a sale of the station to 
another operator. The Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull will be meeting AGL chief Andrew Vesey today. Mr Joyce contrasted the 
negotiations over Liddell with the closure of Victoria’s Hazelwood power station early this year. “We don’t want the Victorian Labor 
experience becoming our national experience,” Mr Joyce said. Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg rejected the 
criticism of renewables by his Coalition partners. 

 

Read Item: http://www.businessfirstmagazine.com.au/renewables-agl-pressure/23192/ 

 

Government ramps up attacks on Labor leader as it scrambles to defend its energy policy 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 11/09/17, Malcolm Farr 

 

Labor leader Bill Shorten today was likened to a Hogwarts villain as voters were told not to let him “slither” into office. “If he gets to 
slither in the Australian public will feel the effect,” Treasurer Scott Morrison told Parliament. “If he went to Hogwarts, he would have 
been in the house of Slytherin. “The only difference between him and other members of Slytherin is that some of them came good.” 
The attack was accompanied by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg referring to “Blackout Bill”, 
and calling Labor’s energy spokesman Mark Butler “Brownout Butler”. The personal attacks on Mr Shorten have intensified as the 
Government scrambles to present a coherent energy policy aimed at reducing household electricity costs. “Those Opposite are 
proposing a 45 per cent emissions reduction target, which is a great big electricity tax sponsored by the Leader of the Opposition,” 
said Mr Morrison. And the Prime Minister said: “The consequence of Labor’s reckless approach to energy policy has been felt by 
Australians now.” And in one extraordinary moment the Prime Minister accused Labor MPs of showing solidarity with Muslim 
extremists. “They are all making the sign of solidarity with the Muslim Brotherhood, they might want to think about that,” said Mr 
Turnbull. […]  The attack was accompanied by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg referring to 
“Blackout Bill”, and calling Labor’s energy spokesman Mark Butler “Brownout Butler”. 

 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N 



Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/national/politics/government-ramps-up-attacks-on-labor-leader-as-it-scrambles-to-
defend-its-energy-policy/news-story/f3989569eebf76e40c4914c90f1c9c92 

Also displayed on the Northern Territory News, Daily Telegraph Australia, Herald Sun and The Mercury websites 

 

 
AGL holds frank discussion with Turnbull 
TheBull.com.au, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Energy giant AGL has agreed to take to its board a proposal to keep the Liddell coal-fired power station open until 2027 or sell it to 
another party. Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg met with AGL boss Andrew Vesey in Canberra on Monday, 
after the government flagged interest in keeping the Liddell power station operating beyond its scheduled shutdown date of 2022. 
Mr Frydenberg told reporters after the 90-minute meeting the company would take a proposal to its board to keep the plant open 
for another five years beyond 2022 or to sell to another party. At the same time the company will also work up a plan to ensure 
sufficient extra supply into the market the equivalent of what is coming out of Liddell. 

 
Read Item: http://www.thebull.com.au/articles/a/69472-agl-holds-frank-discussion-with-turnbull.html 

 

 
Energy regulator to investigate NSW generators 
esdnews.com.au, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The federal government has asked the Australian Energy Regulator (AER) to examine the bidding practices of New South Wales 
generators to ensure consumers aren't getting ripped off. The request comes on the back of reports that NSW power generators 
have been bidding and selling their electricity, adding an estimated $30 to $35 per MWh to spot prices. Federal Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg said in light of the reports, it’s important to make sure elec ricity generators are playing by the rules. “Spot prices 
mainly affect big business, but if inappropriate bidding practices are repeated over an extended period of time it can also have an 
effect on household bills,” Mr Frydenberg said. “The request to look into the practices of generators in NSW is an extension of the 
work already underway with the AER examining generator bidding behaviour across the National Electricity Market (NEM) 
following the closure of the Hazelwood power station in March this year.” The AER has also been asked to provide advice to the 
COAG Energy Council on factors impacting on the efficient functioning of the market by November this year. Australian Energy 
Council chief executive Matthew Warren said the investigation would “help shed light on the complexities of supplying energy into 
Australia’s competitive national electricity market”. He said the closure of the Hazelwood power station in Victoria had increased 
demand on all generators, including those operating in NSW, which had increased wholesale electricity prices. “This in turn has 
required a number of NSW coal fired power stations to source extra supplies of coal,” Mr Warren said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.esdnews.com.au/energy-regulator-investigate-nsw-generators/ 

 

 
Nationals won't dictate energy policy 
Brisbane Courier-Mail, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Malcolm Turnbull has talked down a bid by the Nationals for the government to reject a clean energy target. The Nationals at their 
federal conference on Sunday voted against setting the target, which was recommended by Chief Scientist Alan Finkel as a way of 
encouraging long-term investment in the power industry while cutting emissions. The prime minister told parliament on Monday, 
under questioning from Labor, the government's policies were determined by the cabinet and the joint Liberal-National party room. 
"We certainly respect decisions and recommendations and resolutions from our various party conferences," Mr Turnbull said. "But 
policy is determined by the members of parliament here. That has always been the case." The government saw a role for every 
form of power generation - "coal, renewables, gas, right across the board" - with the aim of delivering affordable, reliable power 
and meeting Australia's international obligations to cut emissions. Treasurer Scott Morrison backed up the prime minister, telling 
parliament the government was working on a "new investment framework" to guarantee certainty for domestic and international 
investors. Earlier, Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce told ABC radio while the government was guided by his party and respected its 
views "we're not instructed by it". Discussions on the clean energy target were continuing, but he expects a compromise just like 
everything within the coalition. "The final part of the Finkel report is yet to be defined and we'll let those discussions happen as they 
do," Mr Joyce said. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/couriermail.com.au/2017/09/11/1a4a5320-c8ac-491d-8848-b90aba33aef4.html 

Also displayed on the Daily Telegraph Australia, NEWS.com.au, Adelaide Now, The Mercury, Herald Sun, Northern Territory 
News, Perth Now, GWN7 - Yahoo!7 and Yahoo! Prime7 w
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Nationals demand “coal target” as energy politics spirals into loony fog 
Renew Economy, Other, 11/09/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

It barely seems believable, but the politics of energy has just gotten worse. A week that began with a bizarre push to extend the life 
of a decrepit, 50-year-old power plant in the hope of keeping the lights on, finished with the Nationals demanding that no further 
subsidies be given to renewable energy. Instead, they said, they should be given to last century’s technology: coal. At their annual 
conference on the weekend, the National voted, in effect, for a coal energy target. It wants the federal government to give out loans 
to support the coal industry, and trade minister Steve Ciobo announced new rules that will allow EFIC, the government trade 
investment institution, to invest in struggling coal export projects because major banks won’t. Nationals leader and deputy prime 
minister Barnaby Joyce continued his bizarre riff about people being stuck in lifts, desperate to go to the loo, if the energy system 
had too much wind and solar. He seemed to think that closing Liddell in 2022 would cause the lights to go out in 2017. Former 
resources minister, and Joyce’s ex chief of staff Matt Canavan, joined in, describing renewables as a “short term sugar hit” for jobs. 
“We’ve taken all the subsidies away from our farming sector and now the biggest protection racket going around is in our 
renewable energy sector,” Canavan told the conference.” Even this comment was too much for the “moderates” in the Coalition, 
who insisted through energy and environment minister Josh Frydenberg that renewables have a future in the energy mix. But just 
how much is difficult to judge. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/nationals-demand-coal-target-energy-politics-spirals-loony-fog-37878/ 

 

 
Don't bully AGL, PM told ahead of showdown 
FIVEaa, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Malcolm Turnbull has extracted a promise from energy giant AGL's boss to ake to the board a proposal keep the Liddell coal-fired 
power station running for an extra five years beyond its shutdown date. The prime minister and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg 
met with AGL chief executive Andrew Vesey for 90 minutes in Canberra on Monday. Mr Vesey, who described the meeting as 
"constructive", agreed to take to the board a proposal to keep the Liddell power station in the NSW Hunter Valley open for five 
years beyond its 2022 close date. It would either continue to be run by AGL or sold to another company. The government expects 
to hear back from AGL within 90 days. Mr Frydenberg said AGL would also produce a plan to "ensure sufficient additional supply 
into the market equivalent to what is coming out of Liddell". The meeting came after the Australian Energy Market Operator 
identified a potential shortfall of 1000Megawatts of power in the eastern grid after 2022. "The prime minister will not allow a 
shortfall in the market to occur that has been identified by AEMO, recognising that it is in consumers' interest to have a stable and 
affordable power system," Mr Frydenberg told reporters after the meeting. Delta Electricity, which operates a NSW Central Coast 
plant, has flagged interest in taking over the plant  but says it needs to do due diligence before making any formal offer. AGL did 
not ask for any government subsidy to keep the power station open. 

 

Read Item: https://www.fiveaa.com au/content/dont-bully-agl-pm-told-ahead-showdown 

 

 
PM to meet with AGL today about Liddell closure 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17, Tom Iggulden and Eleanor Hall 

 

The Government's latest attempt to convince AGL to keep the country's third largest power station open past 2020 will happen this 
afternoon when the Prime Minister meets with the company's CEO. Meanwhile, a Nationals backbencher's proposed a new way 
forward for the debate inside the coalition over a Clean Energy Target. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/pm-to-meet-with-agl-today-about-liddell-closure/8892204 

 

 
Big utilities about to pay price of saying no to coal and COALition 
Renew Economy, Other, 11/09/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

The attempts by the Coalition to jawbone the operator of Australian biggest coal generation fleet, AGL Energy, into keeping the 
Liddell power station open for another five years, or sell it to someone who would, may have one positive impact. Federal 
environment minister Josh Frydenberg has asked the Australian Energy Regulator to investigate recent trading by generators in 
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NSW to ensure that consumers “aren’t getting ripped off.” The media release targeted AGL and Origin Energy in particular. The 
decision follows a weekend of continued attacks by Coalition ministers of AGL’s refusal to keep open the Liddell power station 
beyond its 50-year life in 2022. The Coalition accuses it of seeking to boost its profits from the decision. There is no doubt AGL has 
done well out of its coal generators, which should be noted it only bought recently: Until 2012 its biggest claim to fame was its gas 
history and the fact it was the biggest investor in renewable energy. Then it bought Loy Yang A in 2012 and Bayswater and Liddell 
in 2014. It is making a mint. Frydenberg’s office rejected the link between the Liddell imbroglio and this threat of investigation, 
coming as it did just hours before AGL boss Andy Vesey was due to meet Frydenberg and Turnbull to disclose the Liddell closure. 
But it is clear that such bidding practices have been  rampant – by many generators – across the nation for years, and the 
Schneider report cited by Frydenberg is just the latest of many that has identified the billion-dollar excess of the wholesale market. 
The AER is also looking at bidding practices in Victoria and South Australia following the recent closure of the Hazelwood brown 
coal generator, since which time wholesale prices have soared across the National Electricity Market, and doubled in Victoria. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/big-utilities-pay-price-saying-no-coal-coalition-58615/ 

 

 

Sky News Live, Paul Murray Live, 11/09/17, Paul Murray, Panel Discussion with Graham Richardson, Former Labor Senator 
and Host of Richo, Sky News, Janine Perrett, Host of The Friday Show, Sky News, Ross Cameron, Former Liberal MP and Host of 
Outsiders, Sky News, about energy. Graham Richardson, Former Labor Senator and Host of Richo, says he thinks Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull is getting the message that it isn't sustainable to keep going with sustainable energy and there'll be major 
changes. Richardson says Labor in incredibly vulnerable when it comes to power prices and this cou d be the one thing that gets 
Turnbull back in the race. Murray says Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg had a meeting with AGL's CEO today about Liddell. 
Janine Perrett, Host of The Friday Show, Sky News, says the easiest way would be is if AGL comes back, reverses their decision 
and doesn't want anymore money. Perrett says the other alternative is to sell it to a third party and take AGL to the ACCC.  Ross 
Cameron, Former Liberal MP and Host of Outsiders, Sky News, says this is a step in the right direction but principally cosmetic 
because Turnbull hasn't decided whether he's going to insist on a further in-cost tax weight on the shoulders of Australians in the 
form of a clean energy target. Cameron says Matt Canavan, Nationals Senator, is looking more like a leader and this is a test to 
the National Party. [cont] 

 
 

Sky News Live, Beattie and Reith, 11/09/17, Peter Beattie and Campbell Newman, Continuing Regular Segment: Issues of the 
Day. Beattie mentions that the Prime Minister and his team met with AGL today in Canberra. Newman says he thinks AGL has 
been smoked out, calling them 'a bunch of opportunists'. He describes them as hypocrites and RET seekers. Josh Frydenberg, 
Energy Minister, says the expert advice that there will be a shortfall on the market is unequivocal, if Liddell were to close. Beattie 
points out that if the Liddell power station closes, electricity prices will go up. Newman says that it is time to end the subsidies. He 
states that the RET, as well as poorly-planned solar panel rebate schemes, drives high electricity prices. Beattie says the reality 
with energy is that while renewables are becoming more practical, they have to plan for the transition and cannot simply walk away 
from coal. He stresses that a transition strategy must be worked out so that they can have energy certainty. Newman reckons 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and his Government have worked out that Federal Labor are looking very dodgy. He points out 
that [Opposition Leader] Bill Shorten has proven to be very unpopular in the last Newspoll, and that he also reckons Turnbull can 
get clear differentiation between them in the minds of voters. [cont] 
 

 

Sky News Live, The Bolt Report, 11/09/17, Andrew Bolt, Regular Segment: Our Nation. Bolt says most of the talk has been 
focused on same-sex marriage when it should be on electricity and Australians' power bills. He says the bills have doubled in a 
decade and companies are going out of business. He says the Australian Energy Market Operator now warns the country could 
run short of electricity in summer and the country's third biggest power station, the coal-fired Liddell in NSW, will close in just five 
years. Bolt mentions Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull held an emergency meeting with the head of AGL to find ways to keep the 
coal-fired Liddell generator going. He says AGL did not want to continue operations at Liddell or even sell it to a competitor. He 
says AGL seems to have changed its mind after today's meeting. Bolt is joined by Sky News contributor Peta Credlin to discuss 
Turnbull's meeting with AGL. Credlin says Liddell being pushed out by another five years is just a continuation of existing base 
load, noting that Turnbull has changed his tune and in the last ten days, the Prime Minister has had a 'come to Jesus moment' on 
coal. She mentions the need for an unresolved policy report from Prof Alan Finkel, which she says is sitting on the desk of Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg. She insists Turnbull's latest move in relation to the clean energy target will not save the Government, 
families and small business in Australia. Credlin believes it is vital on the Coalition, if it wants to avoid annihilation at the next 
election, to get real on energy. She adds the Government should agree with what the Nationals have passed on the weekend, 
which is a withdrawal of all taxpayer funding for subsidies on renewable energy. 

 
 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Karina Carvalho, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has convinced AGL managing director Andy 
Vesey to either sell Liddell power station or keep it running. It comes after a Chinese-backed bid to build a coal-fired plant in NSW 
has come to nothing. Development approval has already been given for Lithgow's Mt Piper site but the company is mired in legal 
and coal supply challenges. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new supply. 
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ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Emma Rebellato, A meeting between energy provider AGL and the Prime Minister has ended with a 
range of options, including keeping the Liddell power station open for an extra five years beyond 2022. Approval has already been 
given for Lithgow's Mt Piper site for a Chinese development but the company is mired in legal and coal supply challenges Josh 
Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new supply. 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Peter Gee, Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister, has convinced the head of AGL, Andy Vesey, to either 
sell Liddell power station or keep it running. The government struck the deal after a Chinese-backed bid to build a coal-fired plant 
in NSW came to nothing. Development approval has already been given for Lithgow's Mt Piper site, but the company is mired in 
legal and coal supply challenges. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new 
supply. 

 
 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Juanita Phillips, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has convinced AGL managing director Andy Vesey 
to either sell Liddell power station or keep it running. It comes after a Chinese-backed bid to build a coal-fired plant in NSW has 
come to nothing. Development approval has already been given for Lithgow's Mt Piper site but the company s mired in legal and 
coal supply challenges. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new supply. 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Ian Henderson, A meeting between energy provider AGL and the Prime Minister has ended with a 
range of options, including keeping the Liddell power station open for an extra five years beyond 2022. Josh Frydenberg, Federal 
Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new supply. 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Dan Bourchier,  

Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister, has convinced the head of AGL, Andy Vesey, to either sell Liddell power station or keep it 
running. The government struck the deal after a Chinese-backed bid to build a coal-fired plant in NSW came to nothing. 
Development approval has already been given for Lithgow's Mt Piper site, but the company is mired in legal and coal supply 
challenges. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL is talking about new supply. 

 

 

2GB, Money News, 11/09/17, Steve Price, Price says the big story has been energy today with a meeting between the boss of 
AGL, Andrew Vesey, and the Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. He says AGL has agreed to 
take a proposal to their board to keep the Liddell coal-fired power station open until 2027 or to sell it to another party. 

 

SBS, World News Australia, 11/09/17, Janice Petersen, The Federal Parliament has today heard the AGL board will consider 
whether to keep the Liddell power station open beyond its scheduled 2022 closure or sell it to another company. Josh Frydenberg, 
Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL will take a proposal to keep Liddell open for another five years, or sell to 
another party. During Question Time, the major parties attacked each other for the national energy policy inertia. But the Nationals 
has turned up the heat on Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull after its weekend conference voted to reject any clean energy target, in 
which the Chief Scientist says is necessary to set long-term industry certainty to bring down prices and cut emissions. Turnbull 
says his Government will decide on whether to adopt the clean energy target and if it will be set at a level that could include some 
coal by the end of the year. 

 

Radio National, RN Drive, 11/09/17, Rafael Epstein, Interview with James Massola, Chief Political Correspondent, The Sydney 
Herald and the Age. Epstein says that Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg met with AGL over 
the Liddell Power Station. Massola says it is a win for the Turnbull Government. He says that Turnbull told the government he had 
a conversation with CEO Andrew Vesey and Vesey indicated selling the plant to a third party but it was rebuked by Vesey. He says 
Frydenberg and Scott Morrison have been urging AGL to keep the plant open as according to the advice of the energy operator. 
He says Frydenberg said that there was no discussion of the Federal Government providing funds to AGL. He says no one knows 
how much it will cost to run Liddell other than AGL and they have not revealed the books. He says in the Party Room, it is crucial 
as for the clean energy target to get in place, the right-wing of the Liberal Party and the National Party must be confident on the 
future of coal. He says Turnbull and Frydenberg need to coal card for the Party Room. [cont] 

 
 

Sky Business News, Ticky, 11/09/17, Ticky Fullerton, Fullerton is joined by Samantha Maiden, Sky News political reporter. The 
PM has held talks with AGL Energy CEO Andy Vesey over the future of the Liddell power station. Maiden notes that Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg has announced that AGL has agreed for its board to consider keeping Liddell open longer than the 2020 
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date. AGL will consider two options: it will either sell the plant to another party or keep some more dispatchable power in the 
system. The government said that it's gonna give AGL Energy about 90 days to do the work on what could be possible alternative 
ways that would allow AGL to put more baseload power into the system, without keeping Liddell open. Delta Energy said that they 
might be interested in purchasing the plant. Tony Chappel, AGL government and community relations manager, was involved in a 
bit of a scrum. The meeting has been repeatedly disturbed by the Labor Party. Malcolm Turnbull had to leave a couple of times to 
go back into Parliament. 

 
 

ABC Radio Canberra, PM, 11/09/17, Compere, Interview with Stephanie Borys, reporter.  Compere asks what Josh Frydenberg 
has said about the government's plans to keep the Liddell plant open. Borys notes that the Prime Minister was joined by 
Frydenberg and Barnaby Joyce in the meeting. The meeting's outcome is that AGL will take to its board a proposal to either keep 
Liddell open for another five years or to sell it to another party. Delta said that it will be prepared to look at this sale. AGL has also 
said that they're looking for additional supply. 

 
 

ABC Radio Canberra, PM, 11/09/17, Compere, The boss of AGL has been summoned to Canberra to discuss the future of the 
Liddell power station, which is set to close by 2022. During Question Time, Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister  blamed Labor for the 
rising cost of power. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says the biggest threat to power prices come 
from 'Blackout Bill' and 'Brownout Butler'. Labor used every opportunity to question the Coalition over its energy policy. Labor also 
drew attention to a plan,  was put forward at the Nationals Federal Conference, that the government should remove support for 
renewable energy sources. AGL CEO Andrew Vesey arrived in Canberra for a meeting with the Prime Minister. The Federal 
Government says it wants the Liddell power plant to stay open beyond 2022. 

 

 

2GB, Money News, 11/09/17, Steve Price, Interview with Michael Pachi, Macquarie News reporter. Price mentions breaking news 
from Canberra with reports saying AGL boss Andrew Vesey and the PM agreeing to either keep the Liddell Power Station for 
another five years or to sell it. Price notes that Vesey sold off $1.24-million worth of his company's shares in the lead up to the 
meeting with PM Malcolm Turnbull today. Price also mentions a press conference with Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. Pachi 
notes Minister Frydenberg describes the meeting between the PM and AGL as constructive. He says that the meeting wen for 
around two hours. He says the AGL board is asking for 90 days to consider their options. Price notes that there have been 
suggestion that AGL want to keep hold of the Liddell Power Station to use it as leverage in a bid to manipulate electricity prices. 
Pachi says this is one of the reason why doesn't want to sell the plant. Price then plays an audio of Minister Frydenberg saying that 
the AGL board will consider its options, which includes selling off the plant or keeping it open beyond 2022. Pachi says it's hard to 
know what AGL is thinking at the moment but they have been adamant that they will be shutting down operation by 2022 and that 
they are not keen to sell it. 

 
 

Sky News Live, The Latest, 11/09/17, Ashleigh Gillon, Live cross to Canberra with Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for 
Environment and Energy. Frydenberg discusses the meeting with AGL. He says time is of the essence in finding a solution. He 
describes the meeting as productive. He informs that AGL is to take to its board a proposal to keep Liddell open for another five 
years, or to sell to another party. Frydenberg adds the company is to also work out the plan on new supply in addition. He says Bill 
is labelled 'Black Out Bill' because they are not interested in insuring the jobs, and that they keep prices law. 

 
 

Radio National, RN Drive, 11/09/17, Rafael Epstein, Interview with Matt Canavan, Queensland LNP Senator. Epstein says that 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and the Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg have met with AGL CEO Andrew Vesey this afternoon. 
Epstein says that the Federal Government has requested the AGL's Liddell coal-fired power plant to remain operational beyond 
2022. Epstein says that Liddell power plant's capacity only lasts every 200 days. Canavan says that Government will spend as 
much money to prevent possible blackouts. Canavan believes that the power plant in Liddell is not just the only option in dealing 
with Australia's energy crisis. Canavan says that Australians have spent billions of dollars when it comes to electricity. Canavan 
says that the closure of Liddell can cause power disruptions across Australia. Canavan says that there is a lot of money that are 
involved in projects, such as the Renewable Energy Target, to maintain energy stability in Canberra. Canavan believes that there 
are a lot of forms of renewable energy that can serve as necessary means to help the environment and promote a stable form of 
energy at the same time. Canavan says that there are over 300 plants that will be built in Asia. Epstein says that Canavan, before 
he resigned, has signed a legal instrument that can allow the Federal Government to limit gas exports. Canavan says that he has 
announced it back in June. Canavan and Epstein talk about issues on mental health. Canavan says that a Fairfax journalist has 
made a comment on Twitter regarding mental health issues. Canavan denies the fact that US same-sex marriage has positive 
effects, such as the reduced amount of suicide attempts among high school students. 

 
 

Sky News Live, The Latest, 11/09/17, Ashleigh Gillon, Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister, has had talks with Andy Vesey, CEO, 
AGL on the future of the Liddell Power Station. It has followed AGL's warning to the Government that it is committed to shut down 
the plant despite the Government's pleas to keep it open to avoid a shortfall in base load power. AGL has describe the meeting as 
productive. Josh Frydenberg is to hold a conference in Canb  have been speculations that AGL want to move to 
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renewable energy. The decisions of Matt Canavan has been questioned as his citizenship was already in doubts during those 
times. 

ABC Radio Melbourne, Drive, 11/09/17, Tamara Oudyn, Interview with Mark Butler, Shadow Minister for Environment, Climate 
Change and Water. Oudyn says the National Party has called on the government to reject subsidies on renewable energy and the 
Finkel based on a motion made in their Federal Conference. She says Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull had a meeting with AGL to 
convince them to keep the Liddell Power Station open. Butler says the Nationals' call is extraordinary as they are calling on the 
government to dump the renewable energy target that the government set up and dump the report commissioned by the 
government. Oudyn says there are no signals that the government will heed the call of the Nationals with Turnbull and Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg saying that renewables are an important part of the energy mix. Butler says it is just posturing until the 
Coalition Party Room has accepted the recommendation of Alan Finkel of a clean energy target.  He says that Coalition members 
such as former Prime Minister Tony Abbott have said they will oppose the clean energy target. He says the power prices have 
skyrocketed and there are questions about security in the energy sector. Oudyn asks if Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce is 
right in saying that Labor's push for a 50% renewable energy target by 2030 is just a fantasy. Butler says it is not and adds that 
numerous places in the world have 50% renewable energy targets. He says the cheapest form of new building for electricity 
generation is renewable energy as well as delivering their commitments to reduce their pollution levels. He says they need an 
energy policy in Canberra that will allow the building of new stuff that will replace the old coal-fired power stations. Oudyn asks 
Butler what he would like to see in the meeting between Turnbull and AGL CEO Andrew Vesey. Butler says he would like to see 
the tone calm down a bit. He says that AGL announced they will close the Liddell Power Station two years ago in 2022 and adds 
that Hazelwood announced it will close just six months ago. He says the announcement was way too short for the safety of the 
electrical system and the local workers in the community that depend on the economy associated with the power stations.  He says 
that they need to work out the plan in NSW. He says AGL has concluded Liddell does not stack up and they have viewed it would 
cost hundreds of millions of dollar just for maintaining it for a few years. He says they will look at the proposal about Liddell as well 
as the alternatives to their options. 

Radio National, PM, 11/09/17, Thomas Oriti, Andy Vesey, AGL Boss, has been summoned to Canberra to discuss the future of 
Liddell coal-fired power plant in NSW. The power station is due to close by 2022 but the Federal Government is asking Mr Vesey 
to extend the power plant's life to ensure electricity in Australian households  Previously, the company rejected the idea. Now, Josh 
Frydenberg, Energy Minister, is optimistic their request would be granted. In the Parliament, Malcolm Turnbull, PM, again is 
blaming Labor for the rising cost of power. Mr Frydenberg, Energy Minister, is agreeing to Mr Turnbull saying the cause behind 
expensive power prices is the Blackout Bill. In the National's Federal Conference, the Government has discussed its plan to 
remove financial support for renewable energy sources. This decision is being questioned by Pat Conroy, Labor MP, asking Mr 
Turnbull if the idea is supported by the Coalition. 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 11/09/17, David Speers, The Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg are meeting with AGL CEO Andy Vesey this afternoon. This comes after the Prime Minister last week stated that he 
would like to see the AGL-owned Liddell coal-fired power plant remain open beyond its scheduled closer for a further five years, 
while AGL has responded that they have no intention of keeping the plant running. Vesey has refused to answer questions about 
whether it is true that he had previously told the ministers that he would be selling the Liddell plant to a responsible party. There 
have been previous indications from AGL that it intends to put a gas-fired plant on the site. 

3AW, Drive, 11/09/17, Nick McCallum, Canberra correspondent Michael Packy joins the show. He notes the PM and Josh 
Frydenberg are meeting with AGL's Andy Vesey today about the Liddell power station. The government would like the station to 
stay open until 2027 but AGL says the station is too old. The government claims it is necessary to keep prices down. Packy doesn't 
think AGL wants to sell the station. 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 11/09/17, David Speers and Samantha Maiden, Live question time in Parliament. Member for 
Berowra Julian Leeser asks Federal Minister for Environment and Energy Josh Frydenberg on actions the government is taking to 
ensure there is enough baseload power to deliver affordable and reliable power to Australian families and businesses. Frydenberg 
says they welcome the announcements from Origin and Santos recently while the Labor Party wants to send it off to the 
committee. He announces they have introduced legislation to abolish the Limited Merits Review. 

ABC News, ABC News, 11/09/17, Ros Childs, The PM and Energy Minister will later this afternoon help to broker a deal to keep 
the Liddell Power Station open beyond 2022 with AGL CEO Andrew Vesey. Greg Jennett, ABC Political Editor, says this week will 
be dominated by the same topics as last week: power prices, Barnaby Joyce and same-sex marriage postal survey. A major piece 
of welfare legislation is also before the House. There will be discussion over what to do with Liddell beyond 2022, as AGL see it as 
being worthless. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says the issue with Liddell is that it has significant 
portion of the NSW energy market, and AEMO says there wi ply shortfall after 2022.  Mark Butler wants to see what the 
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alternatives are to Liddell. Joyce says the PM will sell Liddell to a responsible party. Adam Bandt thinks Turnbull should stop 
thinking about prolonging the life of a coal plant. [cont] 

 

 

ABC News, ABC News, 11/09/17, Roz Childs, PM Malcolm Turnbull will hope to convince AGL to sell its Liddell power plant. He 
and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are meeting AGL CEO Andy Vesey in Canberra after a war of words erupted last week over 
the future of the station. AGL plans to close the Hunter Valley coal fired plant by 2022. Turnbull mooted keeping it open an extra 
five years beyond 2022 or sell it. Matt Canavan, Former Minister for Resources, said Vesey was being hypocritical because coal 
prop up AGL's bottom line. Barnaby Joyce, Deputy Prime Minister, claims AGL is open to sell the plant. Frydenberg says it is vital 
to ease the power demands of the east coast. Labor remains critical of keeping Liddell open. Mark Butler, Shadow Minister for 
Energy, says Government needs to develop a CET, the key recommendation of the Finkel Report into the national electricity 
market. It comes as the Nationals called on the Government to stop subsidising renewable energy generators while Opposition 
Leader Bill Shorten called that one of the stupidest ideas he has heard. 

 
 

Radio National, The World Today, 11/09/17, Eleanor Hall, The Greens Leader has accused PM Malcolm Turnbull of bullying 
AGL over the Liddell power station as Turnbull has called the CEO Andrew Vesey to Canberra to try to find a way to keep the plant 
open for much longer than planned to provide enough power supply to the grid. Meanwhile, Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg also 
attended the meeting. Deputy PM Barnaby Joyce is warning failure to convince AGL to keep the plant open will hurt households 
across the nation. However, there are concerns about the energy policy war as there's still no decision on whether to pursue the 
chief scientists's recommendation to implement the clean energy target following the National's motion, opposing any subsidies for 
renewables. Bill Shorten says the motion's revealed the Coalition's true colours when it comes to energy policy. Meanwhile, the 
National backbencher Andrew Broad has come up with a potential way forward on the clean energy target debate, saying any 
target should be locked in for eight years consistent with policies in other parts of the world. 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

Threat to protected possums 
Herald Sun, General News, 12/09/17, Rob Harris, page 9 

 

Victoria's faunal emblem will have its critically endangered listing reviewed after a successful push from the logging industry. The 
leadbeater's possum received the highest possible legal protection under national environment law just two years ago. But the 
listing for the rare animal - whose numbers in Victoria's central highlands are thought to have dropped by 80 per cent since the 
mid-1980s - has hit a hurdle. The Herald Sun can reveal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has directed the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee to fast-track a review of the listing. Industry group Australian Forest Products Association requested 
the possum's status be reviewed in March, citing evidence the possums had been found across a wider habitat range than 
understood at the time of its listing  The data, collated by Victorian government-owned forestry agency VicForests over the past 
three years, included extensive targeted surveys for the native marsupial. The move comes after Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby 
Joyce wrote to Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews in March, urging him to work with the federal government on its plan to keep the 
Heyfield Timber Mill open and protect thousands of jobs in Gippsland. Environment groups and scientists have warned the animal 
will be extinct within 30 years unless logging is banned. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rd976100995 

 

 

ABC News, ABC News, 11/09/17, Ros Childs, Continuing Interview with Linda Burney, Labor's Human Resources Minister. 
Childs play an excerpt of James Patterson saying that Josh Frydenberg was right to put on heritage listings around monuments 
because they're part of Australia's history. He mentions that one of the  areas they would seek to protect are significant parts of 
Botany Bay. He wonders if some extra legal protection will take some of the heat out of it. Burney says that she won't second 
guess the motivation of Frydenberg or Scott Morrison in terms of fast tracking protection. She says that she's not aware of any 
damage to the sites, and thinks that there is great respect for the sites. She says she doesn't think there needs to be fast tracking 
of heritage listing, but that it's up to people to think about it. 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Other 
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Twitter, General News, 11/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, RT @thepmo: The Prime Minister meeting with AGL in Canberra today to 
discuss the Liddell power station and securing Australia's long-term e… 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/907179829035806720 

 
 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
Antarctica 
 
 

Cool concept for Hobart's City Deal 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 12/09/17, Simeon Thomas-Wilson, page 3 

 

An Antarctic and science precinct earmarked for Macquarie Point would be a priority project under a Hobart City Deal. As the first 
piece of significant infrastructure to be removed from the site, the Cold Store, was demolished, State Growth Minister Matthew 
Groom revealed the $40 million Antarctic precinct would be a key plank of a city deal for Hobart which is still being negotiated 
between the State and Federal governments. "By working in collaboration with the Federal Government to realise the Antarctic and 
science precinct as part of the Hobart City Deal, we have the capacity to further cement Tasmania's position as a world-leading 
scientific research location," Mr Groom said. "An Antarctic and science precinct would complement other federal investments in 
Tasmania, such as the Hobart airport runway extension and investment in other Tasmanian-based research organisations." The 
Hobart City Council has previously agreed to make the University of Tasmania's $400 million Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths (STEM) centre the centrepiece of any city deal. This was backed by a group of southern councils. This would still be the 
case, with the Antarctic and science precinct to be a major component of the collaborative agreement between Federal, State and 
local governments. Macquarie Point Development Corporation chief executive Mary Massina said it was a massive step forward for 
the site. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rd976100997 

 

 
Antarctic and Science Precinct at Macquarie Point 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Today's announcement by the Tasmanian Government and Macquarie Point Corporation prioritising an Antarctic and Science 
precinct at Macquarie Point was welcomed by the Tasmanian Polar Network. “The Antarctic and Science precinct is a key growth 
opportunity for the sector and our members are highly supportive and will continue to be pro-active in its development.” said Mr 
Richard Fader, Deputy Chair of the TPN. The Antarctic and Southern Ocean sector has been a long-term winner for Tasmania. It 
returns an economic benefit in excess of $180 million per year to the Tasmanian community and employs over 750 people. 
Regular visits of international icebreakers, an increasing number of cargo and passenger flights from Hobart Airport using the new 
RAAF C17 Globemaster aircraft and the construction of a new Australian icebreaker, and a new station at Macquarie Island are 
important infrastructure capability developments. “The Antarctic and Southern Ocean sector is experiencing a buoyant time and a 
precinct development at Macquarie Point would make the sector an internationally visible focus point of the Hobart Antarctic 
Gateway.” Mr Fader explained. 

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/pr-article/antarctic-and-science-precinct-at-macquarie-point/ 

 
 

WIN Hobart, WIN News, 11/09/17, Lucy Breaden, Demolition work is underway to open Hobart's Macquarie Point site up for 
development. While the site is being cleared for a new Antarctic and science precinct, there is still no firm date on when the 
Macquarie Point dream on the River Derwent will come to fruition. Meanwhile, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has indicated he is 
willing to deliver Tasmania a second city deal. 

 
 
 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N 



 

Solar power station proposed near Mildura axed 
Brisbane Courier-Mail, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The new owner of a solar project which the Victorian government wasted $15 million on says it was 'not commercially viable'. Plans 
to build one of Australia’s largest solar power stations at Carwarp, near Mildura, have been axed by the now-owner of the site, 
Ceramet Solar. The company will instead build a conventional photovoltaic panels project on the site. The previous owner, Solar 
Systems, planned to build a 100 megawatt plant which would have provided electricity to 40,000 homes. The State Government 
poured $5 million into research and development for the project in 2013, and an additional $10 million into the first stage of the 
project, a 1.5 megawatt concentrator photovoltaics (CPV) dish system. The Federal Government committed $75 million but that 
was withdrawn after stages two and three of the plant were abandoned. Simon Maan, engineering manager for Ceramet Solar, 
said the first stage of the project, which operated for more than a year, had been abandoned by the now owners. […]  Ceramet 
Solar said it was currently looking at options for more funding assistance from the government, including through the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/couriermail.com.au/2017/09/11/9aceec40-2d92-42e2-a8bd-39a2e42ada05.html 

 

Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 

 
Motion tabled asking Senate to tell Federal Government to reject Tarkine tracks application 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The Senate will decide on Tuesday whether to support a motion asking the Federal Government to reject Tasmania's application to 
reopen three tracks in the Tarkine area to recreational vehicles. Australian Greens senator Nick McKim tabled a motion on Monday 
afternoon calling on the Senate to recognise that the Arthur Pieman Conservation Area in the takayna/Tarkine region of Tasmania 
contained globally significant Aboriginal cultural heritage that needed protection. “It is grossly culturally insensitive for the 
Commonwealth to even consider the Tasmanian Government’s application while flagging increased penalties for interfering with 
European cultural history,” Mr McKim said. But the Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation said it wanted sensible access restored 
and heritage sites to be managed and protected. Corporation chairman Peter Benson said he had seen the latest Government 
document and thought it was a fair compromise. “We are passionate about this area, but about inclusion not exclusion,” he said. 
“Not everyone is going to get along but this is about reaching a compromise and including local people in the conversation. “How 
can we reconcile our differences on a national scale when we cannot even agree about issues in our own backyard?” The three 
tracks in question are between Sandy Cape and the Pieman River. Fifteen recreational vehicle tracks were closed by the former 
Labor government in 2012. At a highly charged public meeting at Smithton in the lead-up to the 2013 election, the Liberals 
promised the tracks would be reopened if it won power. Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre chief executive Heather Sculthorpe said a 
press release by Liberal MP Adam Brooks in November 2014 that declared the tracks would reopen under a Liberal government — 
without study, without justification and without consultation — prompted the TAC to seek urgent relief in the Federal Court. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/11/b271fc60-f50c-48da-9ed8-fdd9c152769a.html 

 

 
Message to pastoralists: Making soil 'sexy' again can help prevent erosion 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17 

 

An erosion specialist in Central Australia is working to put soil in the spotlight, saying it is just as important as weed, fire and feral 
animal management. Having worked in the industry for many years, Colin Stanton spoke about the issue at a workshop on 
Undoolya Station, for the Central Land Management Association. Mr Stanton said after a quiet few years, the issue of soil 
management was experiencing a resurgence, and for good reason. "It did have its little lapse, now it's coming up again," said Mr 
Stanton. "It's back in fashion, we've got to make it sexy, don't treat your soils like dirt, because it's the very thing we all live off." He 
said preparing soil correctly and treating it properly means the country is better equipped to make the most of any rain that falls. 
"It's good to get country ready for rain, once you disturb the soil, when we do get rain then we've got soaking sponges all across 
the country here. "So that we capture that rain, [and] it'll penetrate a lot deeper rather than it running off." Mr Stanton told the 
Northern Territory Country hour that there a number of measures pastoralists can do to make the most out of whatever rain they 
get. "Paddock spelling, fencing of areas, a lot of soil erosion stuff, simple fencing is a good starter, but when you do see soil 
erosion happening, you've got to do something. "You just can't say well 'that's too deep, that's too wide, I'm not going to spend any 
money on that' you have to do at least something, even if it's just a diversion bank up the top, or fencing." He said even if the 
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problems were from previous land holders, that was no reason not to deal with the issue. "Today's roads are tomorrow's creeks if 
you don't do it properly." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-09-11/central-australian-erosion-specialist-wants-to-make-soil-
sexy/8891928 

 

 

2CC, Canberra Live, 11/09/17, Chris Coleman, Interview with John Kelly, Executive Officer, Kangaroo Industry Association of 
Australia, about eating kangaroo meat. Coleman talks about eating kangaroos. He says kangaroo meat is great. Kelly says 
kangaroo population is being driven by and is adapting to seasonal conditions. Coleman mentions the Victorian Department of 
Sustainability and Environment is saying kangaroos are seen as pests. Kelly concedes kangaroos are pests to a lot of people and 
farmers. Kelly adds there has been a lot of signs showing uncontrolled kangaroo populations lead to plant biodiversity and loss of 
small animal biodiversity. He then talks about how kangaroos can be turned into sustainable and regular source of food for 
Australians. Kelly notes Australia has been exporting kangaroo meat for over 60 years. He reckons more people need to welcome 
the product, noting it is healthy and has little fat. Kelly stresses it is impossible to hunt kangaroos to extinction. He says both the 
NRMA and RACV believe kangaroos are the largest cause of road accidents in rural areas. He notes harvesting kangaroos could 
help stop the population from exploding and reduce road accidents. He points out the harvesting and processing of kangaroo meat 
is tightly regulated and has to go comply with the Australian Standard for Production of Game Meat for Human Consumption. 

 
 

5AA, Afternoons, 11/09/17, Alan Hickey, Continuing interview with Department of Environment  Water and Natural Resources 
chief executive Sandy Pitcher, South Australian Tourism Industry Council general manager Shaun de Bruyn, and Exceptional 
Kangaroo Island tourism operator Craig Wickham on nature-based tourism. Bruyn says what he likes about the Kangaroo Islands 
and the Mount Lofty Ranges is that one does not have to go to a particular place to see a particular thing. Pitcher says the DEWNR 
has been spending over many years building up co-management of parks. She says around 25 parks across SA are co-managed 
by the local Aboriginal traditional owners and the DEWNR. She says the co-management boards sit in the place of the decision 
maker like the Director of National Parks would otherwise do. Pitcher says the co-management give the traditional owners a 
chance to build their own business and their own cultural importance of a landscape. She talks about the nature-inspired play area 
at Morialta. Bruyn says nature is essential in the tourism industry. He says the DEWNR has a fantastic plan called 'Nature like 
nowhere else', which is about how SA can grow the opportunity of nature-based tourism and how SA can make sure that nature-
based tourism help sustain local communities. 

 
 
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
 

BoM review takes heat off weather fails 
PSNews, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The Bureau of Meteorology has released the findings of a review into its Automatic Weather Station (AWS) network, which failed in 
two areas of NSW. The review, conducted by a panel of three independent experts, was commissioned to evaluate the integrity of 
the AWS network following equipment failures in Goulburn and Thredbo that caused the loss of some temperature data below 
minus 10.4 degrees Celsius. Chief Executive and Director of Meteorology at the Bureau, Dr Andrew Johnson said the review’s 
findings supported the Bureau’s initial investigations that outages at temperatures below minus 10.4 degrees at both locations 
were the result of equipment in those locations not being fit for purpose. “There were outages at below minus 10.4 degrees on one 
day in Goulburn and on six days in Thredbo,” Dr Johnson said. “The review found that these outages had no impact on the official 
temperature record used for measuring long-term temperature change.” He said the review found that, overall, the Bureau’s 
equipment, verification process, quality checks, and processes for finding and acting on equipment failure were sound. 
“Notwithstanding, the review found that there were failures in some of the Bureau’s internal processes dating back to the mid-
1990s,” Dr Johnson said. He said inadequate communication meant that hardware, unsuitable at very low temperatures, was 
inadvertently installed during repairs. “The Bureau acknowledges its findings and will be implementing all of its recommendations 
to ensure the ongoing community confidence in our robust data quality control processes,” Dr Johnson said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/568/news/bom-review-takes-heat-off-weather-fails 

 

 
Not really fit for purpose: the Bureau of Meteorology 
spectator.com.au, Other, 11/09/17 
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He studied chemistry at Imperial College, London, has 10 degrees, including a law degree, and has published more than 100 
scientific papers. I’m referring to my husband, John Abbot. He is also a man of few words. Last Friday morning, after flipping 
through the Australian Bureau of Meteorology’s latest 77-page internal report – Review of the Bureau of Meteorology’s Automatic 
Weather Stations – he looked up at me, and then said, “But this is all about you.” The report begins by explaining that the Bureau 
has 695 automatic weather stations spread across Australia, and that data from this network underpins all of the services the 
Bureau delivers, enabling more than 500,000 public forecasts, and nearly 15,000 weather and ocean warnings which are issued 
each year. The report then goes on to explain that just two of these weather stations are “not fit for purpose” – Goulburn Airport 
(Goulburn) and Thredbo Top Station (Thredbo). On the 5th and 18th July, respectively, I explained in detail at my blog that after 
temperatures below minus 10 degrees Celsius were measured by the Goulburn and Thredbo weather stations they were not 
subsequently recorded as such in the appropriate database by the Bureau. While the Bureau strenuously denied it was setting 
limits on how cold a temperature could be recorded from any particular weather station, the Minister Josh Frydenberg nevertheless 
insisted on the review – and of the entire AWS network. The Minister phoned me late on Thursday, to let me know that the review 
was done and that the investigation found that Goulburn and Thredbo were the only stations, out of the entire network, where 
temperature records had been affected. 

 

Read Item: https://www.spectator.com.au/2017/09/not-really-fit-for-purpose-the-bureau-of-meteorology/ 

 
 
 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 
 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 11/09/17, David Speers and Samantha Maiden, Live question time in Parliament. Member for 
McMahon Chris Bowen says the Finkel Report has claimed implementing a clean energy target will put downward pressure on 
energy prices but why is not Treasurer Scott Morrison fighting for a clean energy target  Morrison claims the Turnbull Government 
is securing Australian gas to drive gas prices down and they are calling retail companies to account with the help of the ACCC. He 
says they are abolishing the Limited Merits Review process, which is putting an upward pressure on energy prices. He announces 
they are investing over $3b in lower emission technologies through the Clean Energy Finance Corporation. He says they are 
working to deliver a new investment framework, which could guarantee the certainty for both domestic and international investors 
to invest in future energy supply, even by keeping the Liddell power plant open. He calls the Opposition's 45% emissions reduction 
target a great, big, fat electricity tax, which is sponsored by the Leader of the Opposition. He says if the Leader of the Opposition 
went to Hogwarts, he would be in the house of Slytherin. 

 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 

Warming climate sees a surge in energy bills 
Australian Financial Review, Property  12/09/17, Michael Bleby, page 37 

 

Climate change-induced warmer weather made occupants of Lendlease's office towers use their air conditioners more, hampering 
the landlord's ability to cut energy consumption last year. While Lendlease's Australian Prime Property Fund Commercial topped 
the latest GRESB global ranking of unlisted commercial real estate funds for sustainability across a range of environmental, social 
and governance measures, the landlord like many of its regional peers found hotter weather made it harder to cut power usage, 
said Josh McHutchison, managing director of Lendlease's Australian Investment Management business. "If you have a particularly 
warm summer the air conditioners use more energy," Mr McHutchison told The Australian Financial Review. "About 50 per cent of 
our energy usage is from air conditioning units across the portfolio." Mr McHutchison said the 1 per cent reduction in power usage, 
less than the reduction of previous years, also reflected the fact a fund such as the 18-property wholesale office fund had already 
banked the easier and larger reductions of previous years and was subject to diminishing returns. Netherlands-based GRESB - the 
Global Real Estate Sustainability Benchmark - is an annual ranking that compares commercial landlords and portfolios worldwide. 
While Australian and New Zealand landlords topped the global ranking again, they reported surprisingly little reduction in energy, 
water and car emissions. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rd976100999 

 

 
Setting the record straight on wild weather 
The Australian, International News, 12/09/17, Matt Ridley, page 9 
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As Hurricane Irma batters Florida, with Anguilla, Barbuda and Cuba clearing up, and Houston drying out after Harvey, it is 
reasonable to ask whether such tropical cyclones are getting more frequent or fiercer. The answer to the first question is easy: no. 
As the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change put it recently: "Current datasets indicate no significant observed trends in 
global tropical cyclone frequency over the past century." The trend in numbers of major hurricanes making landfall in the US has 
been slightly downward over the past century. Harvey and Irma have ended an unprecedented 12-year hurricane drought, in which 
not a single category-4 or 5 hurricane made American landfall. So whatever global warming is doing, or will do, it is not so far 
increasing the frequency of such storms. The answer to the second question is less certain. Hurricane Irma is breaking records: 
probably the strongest storm in the Atlantic outside the Gulf of Mexico, almost rivalling Hurricane Allen (1980) for the strongest 
hurricane to make landfall, wider in its impact than Hurricane Charley (2004) or Andrew (1992). Last week it sustained its 300km/h 
winds for 37 hours, comfortably beating a record set by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. But how much of this is down to better 
measurement? 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rd976101001 

 

 
The five big crises that just got worse 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/17, Peter Hartcher, page 18 

 

While Hurricane Irma is a big and important news event, the intensive coverage has largely crowded out other important 
developments in the world in the last few days. Five world-changing crises advanced while most media attention was fixed on the 
hurricane. First, the world edged closer to the inevitable decision point on North Korea's nuclear missile program. Kim Jong-un had 
been expected to light up another intercontinental ballistic missile to mark the country's Foundation Day on the weekend but 
preferred to keep the world guessing. He threw a big party for his nuclear scientists instead  and signalled to his people that a half-
century-long plan is approaching culmination as he achieves nuclear breakout. The culminating point is approaching for the US, 
too. President Donald Trump is asking the UN Security Council on Tuesday, Australian time, to impose an oil embargo on North 
Korea. This would cripple the North Korean economy, possibly forcing national collapse. But, to be successful, this must be 
supported in the council by China and Russia. If one or both decide to wield their veto power, the council cannot act. And that is 
very likely what's going to happen. It suits Beijing and Moscow to keep North Korea as a buffer holding the US ally of South Korea 
at arm's length. Unable to impose the killer sanctions, Trump will find himself facing this unhappy choice - disarm Kim's regime by 
force, or accept North Korea as a nuclear-armed state. To attempt to disarm him leads to war and death of horrific proportions. To 
accept a nuclear North is to admit a nuclear extortionist to the world. Trump's decision day draws nigh. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0hl976101003 

 
 
Wetlands find set to shake up climate science 
Age, General News, 12/09/17, Tony Moore, page 13 

 

Scientists say the discovery that North Stradbroke Island's Ferngully Lagoon dated back more than 200,000 years, and other 
wetlands on the island more than 40,000 years, could reshape climate change research in Australia. Researchers from the 
University of Queensland and the University of Adelaide made the discovery after they took core samples from the 16 wetlands on 
Queensland's North Stradbroke Island. Previously, scientists believed Australian wetlands dated back to the Ice Age, about 15,000 
to 20,000 years ago. The discovery showed North Stradbroke Island was an exception. The science is published in the Journal of 
Quaternary Science, which studies Australian wetlands. The South Australian lead researcher John Tibby released the results on 
Monday, with Queensland government scientist Jonathan Marshall. Dr Marshall, the principal scientist with the Queensland 
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation, said the research demonstrated North Stradbroke Island was "an 
Australian exception" during those dry times. "We cored and dated 16 wetlands on the island and found six dating to the Ice Age or 
earlier, with one being more than 200,000 years old," Dr Marshall said. Dr Tibby, from the University of Adelaide, said there were 
more wetlands on North Stradbroke Island dating back to the Ice Age than anywhere else in Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0hl976101005 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Times website 

 

 
Turnbull must show us what he stands for 
Herald Sun, General News, 12/09/17, Shaun Carney, page 18 

 

How did Malcolm Turnbull feel as he stood before a roomful of like-minded colleagues and Coalition supporters on Sunday and 
spoke his mind? As he advocated for same-sex marriage in nd committed way at a Libs and Nats for Yes function in 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N 



Sydney, did he experience fond memories of the way he used to be? There was a Malcolm Turnbull, back before he became 
Prime Minister, who owned up to his beliefs and argued for them. He used to believe passionately in an emissions trading scheme, 
so much so that he crossed the floor and voted for one put forward by a Labor government in 2010. That was because he regarded 
climate change as a global problem requiring urgent action. Now, he's an advocate for coalfired power and for extending the life of 
clapped-out coal-fired power stations. He doesn't talk about climate change much anymore. He once saw Australia becoming a 
republic as a vital issue and put himself entirely into campaigning for it. But he didn't succeed at the 1999 referendum, so that was 
that. He doesn't talk about the republic at all anymore. Two years after rescuing the Coalition government from a potentially 
calamitous situation, he finds himself with consistent negative personal-approval ratings and voting-intention numbers in the polls 
that suggest an impending electoral defeat. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0hl976101007 

 

 
Climate change 'threatens' security 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 12/09/17, page 3 

 

As Hurricane Irma lashed Florida, the Greens warned climate change is the single greatest threat to Australia's national security. A 
Senate inquiry into the effect of climate change, described as the first of its kind, has just finished taking submissions and will meet 
this week to set dates for its first public hearings. "Politics is failing this planet," Tasmanian Greens senator Peter Whish-Wilson 
said. "When you see the potentially trillions of dollars of damage that is being done to the US economy by these super storms ... 
then you understand why climate change is the biggest single threat to our national security " Senator Whish-Wilson condemned 
the Nationals for voting on policies to phase out renewable energy subsidies and in opposition to a clean energy target. He said 
Australia needed to phase out coal-fired power stations and stop coal exports to meet its international commitments to curb carbon 
emissions. "This short-term stupid politics will put us back a decade in climate action," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0hl976101009 

 

 
Tim Flannery offers ray of hope in new book 'Sunlight and Seaweed' 
Herald Sun, Other, 12/09/17 

 

Faced with a grim, seemingly inevitable future, many Australians try not to think about climate change, renowned climate scientist 
Professor Tim Flannery says. But he warns there is no excuse for apathy. The former Australian of the Year makes the case for 
climate optimism in his new book, Sunlight and Seaweed. In it, he “lays a foundation for a more optimistic view” of the fight against 
climate change. The book breaks down a number of emerging technologies that Prof Flannery believes are the key to stopping 
warming. “We need to cut down as hard and fast as we can on emissions right now (and then) start building our capacity as a 
species (to reverse warming),” he said  Seaweed is where Prof Flannery sees the most potential for technological innovation. “You 
can grow seaweed off the coasts where the carbon in the seaweed is sequestered forever … it could play a huge role in drawing 
down carbon from the atmosphere,” he said. “Seaweed farming is already a $10 billion industry and it is very well understood … it 
draws acidity out of the water and it’s also a food source for fish.” Crucially, Prof Flannery says, the approach would appeal to 
businesses. “This is a way to deal with the problem and also make some money from it,” he said. Prof Flannery believes human 
beings have already made significant progress in blunting climate change. “People just doing things like putting solar on their 
rooves is making a huge difference,” he said. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/heraldsun.com.au/2017/09/11/849aabf8-1e11-4614-8e41-54fb658751c5.html 

 
 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
 
 

 
Official stood down over water report 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 12/09/17, Andrew Tillett, page 6 

 

Calls for a judicial inquiry into claims of water theft in the Murray-Darling Basin are gathering momentum with NSW's top water 
bureaucrat facing allegations of misconduct. NSW Department of Primary Industries deputy director-general Gavin Hanlon was 
stood down on Monday after a scathing interim report on the state's water management found compliance and enforcement 
measures were 'ineffectual' and a 'systemic fix' was required little transparency to members of the public of water 
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regulation arrangements in NSW, including the compliance and enforcement arrangements that should underpin public 
confidence," the report's author, former National Water Commission chief Ken Matthews said. NSW Regional Water Minister Niall 
Blair said he was already acting on some of its recommendations, including starting talks with key stakeholders, installing water 
meters for all large water users within 12 months and investigating the creation of a new Natural Resource Asset Division and a 
new independent Natural Resource Access Regulator. "Mr Matthews has been forthright in his findings; the results are both 
confronting and significant for government" he said. "We now have a better understanding of what has happened, as well as strong 
recommendations to address the issues identified." While NSW's Independent Commission Against Corruption is investigating, 
federal Labor's environment spokesman Tony Burke said Mr Matthews' report confirmed the need for a judicial inquiry to clean up 
water administration. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yt976101011 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Scrutiny on water boss over river 'rort' 
The Australian, General News, 12/09/17, Sue Neales and Meredith Booth, page 5 

 

Top NSW water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon has been stood down to face misconduct allegations after an interim report into claims of 
water theft in the northern Murray-Darling Basin found serious and systemic problems with irrigation water compliance, rules and 
enforcement. Former National Water Commission chief Ken Matthews, appointed by the NSW government to investigate claims of 
water theft and rorting by irrigation farmers exposed by an ABC's Four Corners program in July, yesterday concluded the current 
system of water licencing and enforcement in NSW was inadequate, ineffective and lacked transparency. He said an urgent and 
"systemic fix is needed" and that no reform was "not an option". His interim report addressed revelations that renegade irrigators 
along the Barwon River around Walgett and Bourke in northern NSW had effectively escaped investigation by NSW Water, headed 
by Mr Hanlon, despite repeated complaints about what was occurring. Footage aired on Four Corners of a meeting involving Mr 
Hanlon appeared to show him offering to help major river irrigators in their plans to circumvent the national Murray-Darling Basin 
Plan by providing them access to confidential government documents. There are five separate federal and state inquiries looking at 
circumstances surrounding northern NSW irrigators allegedly stealing water  tampering with their water meters and taking water 
from rivers and channels earmarked for environmental flow that has been bought with taxpayer funds to improve river health. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yt976101013 

Also displayed on The Australian and The Australian websites 

 

 
'Systemic fix' needed for NSW policies, damn ng report finds 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/17, Peter Hannam, page 2 

 

NSW urgently needs a 'systemic fix' of its water extraction policies after a scathing independent investigation into water theft found 
the state's enforcement 'ineffectual' and unprofessional. The interim report by former senior water bureaucrat Ken Matthews said 
the Berejiklian government should consolidate all water compliance and enforcement into the Department of Industry "at arms 
length" from the Department of Primary Industries' water division. Labor and the Greens called for Water Minister Niall Blair, the 
deputy NSW Nationals leader, to be stripped of the portfolio given the record of big irrigators donating to the party and the report's 
conclusions of poor oversight. Among Mr Matthews' key findings are that the overall standard of NSW enforcement "has been 
poor", with metering of water extraction from the Barwon-Darling River in northern NSW "not at the standard required for sound 
water management". The Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) began its own investigation last month. To avoid 
"complications" of conducting parallel investigations, Mr Matthews suspended his group's work and handed relevant material to the 
ICAC. In doing so, it "considerably reduced" details it could reveal now into alleged water theft without compromising the ICAC's 
work. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yt976101015 

 

 
Top man is in hot water 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 12/09/17, page 8 

 

NSW's top water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon is facing charges of misconduct after an interim report into allegations of water theft in 
the Murray-Darling Basin was submitted to the state government. The report released today found an urgent fix is needed in NSW 
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to repair an 'ineffectual' water-compliance and enforcement system. It comes after allegations of water rorting, including that Mr 
Hanlon helped irrigators undermine the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, were revealed in an ABC Four Corners program in July. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yt976101017 

Also displayed on the World News Australia, 9News.com.au, Yahoo! News Australia, GWN7 - Yahoo!7, Yahoo! News 
Australia and Adelaide Now websites 

 

 
Food bowl water price too high say growers 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business Journal, 12/09/17, Renato Castello, page 48 

 

Major vegetable growers will not invest in a new food park north of Adelaide unless they can secure cheaper water from a 
proposed $155.6 million pipeline, the industry's peak body says. SA Water has for the first time released indicative charges for 
water supplied through the proposed Northern Adelaide Irrigation Scheme, which are up to eight times higher than Virginia growers 
presently pay for treated water. The state and federal government-funded scheme will provide an extra 12GL of treated water from 
Bolivar Wastewater Treatment Plant to help stimulate a new 3000ha food park north of Virginia to grow produce for the overseas 
market and which the State Government has said will create up to 3700 jobs But AUSVEG SA general manager Jordan 
BrookeBarnett said a proposed minimum water price of 49c/kL and up to 99c/kL for higher quality water was too expensive to be 
"economical" for horticultural producers to consider further investment in the region. "Right now they (members) are not interested 
in the water unless the price is revised somewhat," said Mr BrookeBarnett whose body represents SA's largest vegetable growers. 
"I don't think we could bear much more than 20c/kL. I want my members to be involved in the scheme because it's a huge 
opportunity but ... pricing the water too high is going to impede investment. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0cj976101019 

 

 
Murray Darling report condemns failures in water management 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17, Ky Chow and Matt Wordsworth 

 

[Audio] An independent report commissioned by the New South Wales Government has sharply criticised the state's water 
management. State Water Minister Niall Blair commissioned the report after the ABC's Four Corner's program revealed alleged 
water theft and corruption in the running of the Murray-Darling Basin system. The mayor of Broken Hill and a former employee of 
the Murray-Darling Basin Authority are pleased with the report, but think government action is well overdue. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/adelaide/programs/pm/water-report/8893844 

 

 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan: 'Grenade' Matthews report reveals ICAC probing alleged water corruption 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Louth grazier Stuart Le Lievre does not mince his words: 'There is nothing right about it, none at all.' The wool-grower has been 
angry for years about the way the NSW Government decided to share the water in the fragile Barwon-Darling river system. He and 
other farmers and townspeople living in small communities between Bourke and Broken Hill have always relied on the river for their 
survival. But since 2012, the year in which the Murray-Darling Basin Plan was signed, they began to suspect something had gone 
wrong. He believes "they neglected 1,400 kilometres of river and the communities living on it". Mr Le Lievre and others told Four 
Corners in July that less water was getting downstream than should be. They claimed the NSW Government was ignoring their 
concerns; while large cotton-growers appeared to have the ear of decision-makers, they were being left in the cold. It was only in 
July, when Four Corners put to air an in-depth investigation into the river system, that Mr Le Lievre's doubts seemed to be proven 
true; confirmation appeared to come from the horse's mouth. "I think I can manage that," said Gavin Hanlon, the state's most 
senior water bureaucrat in a secretive telephone hook-up with a select group of irrigator lobbyists, "by being seen to and 
occasionally meeting with everyone and anyone". 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-11/murray-darling-basin-plan-grenade-report-icac-four-corners/8893456 
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'No change is not an option' says damning report on alleged NSW water corruption 
ABC Radio Australia, Other, 11/09/17, radioaustralia.net.au 

 

An interim report into explosive allegations aired by the ABC's Four Corners program, finds NSW's water compliance and 
enforcement "have been ineffectual and require significant and urgent improvement". A top New South Wales water bureaucrat is 
facing misconduct allegations, after a damning independent report into allegations of water theft and corruption in the Murray-
Darling Basin recommended fundamental reforms to the system. Ken Matthews' interim report, which was commissioned by the 
State Government in the wake of explosive allegations aired by the ABC's Four Corners program, found the state's water 
compliance and enforcement "have been ineffectual and require significant and urgent improvement." The Regional Water Minister 
Niall Blair described the report as "both confronting and significant for the Government". "We now have a better understanding of 
what has happened, as well as strong recommendations to address the issues identified," Mr Blair said. He said misconduct 
procedures have now been launched against top water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon, who was secretly recorded promising to share 
internal government documents with irrigation lobbyists. Mr Hanlon has been stood down while the procedures are completed. 

 

Read Item: http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-09-11/murraydarling-basin-no-change-is-not-an-option-
says-damning-report-on-alleged-nsw-water-corruption/1700646 

Also displayed on the ABC Radio Australia, ABC Online and ABC Online websites 

 

 
 
Top bureaucrat faces misconduct proceedings over Murray-Darling water theft allegations 
Guardian Australia, Other, 11/09/17, Australian Associated Press 

 

New South Wales’s top water bureaucrat, Gavin Hanlon, is facing misconduct proceedings after an interim report into allegations of 
water theft in the Murray-Darling Basin was submitted to the state government  The report released on Monday found an urgent fix 
was needed in NSW to repair an “ineffectual” water compliance and enforcement system. In July, the ABC’s Four Corners revealed 
recordings of the NSW deputy director general of the NSW Department of Primary Industries, Gavin Hanlon, allegedly offering to 
share internal “debranded” government information with a group of irrigators via a Dropbox account. Hanlon has referred the 
matter to the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption (Icac). The NSW government appointed the former head of the 
National Water Commission Ken Matthews to investigate the claims and his team has since met with almost 40 people and 
received more than 3,000 documents. Matthews on Monday recommended a set of reforms to help overhaul the system – which 
he labeled “ineffectual” and in need of significant and urgent improvement – saying no change was not an option. The interim 
report found that allegations of breaches of licence conditions and water theft were not adequately investigated nor has there been 
appropriate compliance and enforcement action on these matters. The state’s regional water minister paid tribute to Matthews after 
the report was released. “The report acknowledges several matters where he has provided investigative material to appropriate 
authorities who have the powers needed to bring them to conclusion,” Niall Blair said. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/sep/11/top-bureaucrat-misconduct-proceedings-over-
murray-darling-water-theft-allegations 

 

ABC, ABC News, 11/09/17, Dan Bourchier, A damning report into allegations of water theft and corruption in the Murray-Darling 
Basin has recommended big changes to the system. The report says water compliance has been poor and enforcement efforts 
ineffective. The NSW Government says it is open to the idea of an independent regulator. It has also started misconduct 
proceedings against former top water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon, who is alleged to have given irrigator groups government 
information. The NSW Opposition states the report needs to look at NSW Water Minister Niall Blair. 

 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 11/09/17, Kumi Taguchi, Interview with Linton Besser, Four Corners reporter, about the scathing 
independent investigation into allegations of water theft and corruption at the Murray-Darling Basin. A Ken Matthews-led 
independent investigation into allegations of water theft and corruption at the Murray-Darling Basin has recommended urgent and 
significant improvements to the NSW system. The interim report says a systemic fix is needed for the state's water compliance and 
enforcement system because the industry's social licence to irrigate is at risk. Besser brought the allegations to light in July. He 
explains there was speculation whether this review will be conducted in an independent manner. He mentions Matthews was trying 
to be careful to not prejudice any inquiries by the Independent Commission Against Corruption. He notes there are farming 
communities up and down the Murray-Darling River system who are lagging behind with some major water users, who they say 
are getting an unfair share of water. Taguchi notes SA Water Minister Ian Hunter has said there are concerns about potential water 
tampering unless the meters and pumps are monitored regularly. Besser reckons a lot of people are shocked that some of the big 
water users from the Murray-Darling do not have meters installed. He mentions there are huge gaps in the government records 
relating to allegations of improper water take. He notes the NSW Ombudsman is currently conducting an investigation into water 
compliance. 
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ABC Mid North Coast, NSW Statewide Drive, 11/09/17, Fiona Wyllie, Regular Segment: State Politics with Sarah Gerathy, 
State Political Reporter. Wyllie says the independent investigation into compliance on water use in the Murray-Darling Basin has 
come up with an interim report. Raper says Ken Matthews' interim report is scathing. She notes that it looked into the allegations 
that were aired by the ABC's Four Corners program which focused on allegations of water theft. She reports that Matthews has 
found that the over all standard of compliance and enforcement in NSW has been poor and that urgent and significant 
improvements are needed. She says it has been recommended that more independent regulators should be appointed and a 'no-
metre, no pump' rule be introduced. She mentions that misconduct procedures have now been launched against top water 
bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon, who was secretly recorded promising to share internal government documents with irrigation lobbyist. 
She adds that the Opposition thinks Minister Niall Blair should be stood down too. Gerathy says Blair has told the press that he 
wanted to restore public confidence in the system and he reveals that he hasn't discussed this with National Leader John Barilaro. 
Wyllie says Greens Water spokesperson Jeremy Buckingham suggested that a Greens person should be the Water Minister. 

 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 11/09/17, Kumi Taguchi, Interview with Ian Hunter, SA Minister for Water.  Top water bureaucrat 
Gavin Hanlon will face misconduct procedures after the NSW Government received a damning interim report into allegations of 
water theft and corruption in the Murray-Darling Basin. Investigator Ken Matthews found the state's water compliance and 
enforcement are ineffective, and recommends broad reforms including establishing an independent regulator, as well as a no 
meter, no pump rule for irrigators. Hunter is calling for an independent judicial inquiry because the report highlights six ongoing 
inquiries, which he says will result in a poor response. He says that a concerted inquiry, preferably instituted by the Prime Minister 
and COAG, is needed to make recommendations for NSW and all basin states. He thinks the interim report's recommendations are 
useful but don't go far enough. Hunter notes the recommendation to split the Water and Agriculture portfolios, saying it's like 
putting the 'fox in charge of the hen house'. He asks how Barnaby Joyce, Minister for Agriculture, can be trusted to have oversight 
of water policy. Joyce isn't being heard on the issue because it's unclear if he's properly constituted to be a minister. He cannot 
attend to day to day matters of his portfolio. Taguchi notes that the National Irrigators Council says that it's not all irrigators. Hunter 
agrees, saying a more transparent system is needed with the Water and Agriculture portfolios divorced. The NSW Government 
needs to act on this, as well as the Commonwealth. He believes that water meters are enough if there is compliance and a public 
service who are committed to managing them appropriately. The NSW investigation shows systematic abuse of the public service, 
with compliance officers either told not to work on compliance or taken out of the agency. Spot checking is needed in a metering 
system with self-reporting. 

 
 

ABC Ballarat, Statewide Drive, 11/09/17, Nicole Chvastek, Interview with Linton Besser, Reporter, ABC, about the Murray-
Darling Basin interim report. Chvastek says New South Wales top water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon will face misconduct procedures 
after the New South Wales State Government received an interim report into allegations of water theft and corruption in the 
Murray-Darling Basin. Chvastek says the States' Regional Water Minister Niall Blair has described the interim findings into the 
allegations raised by Four Corners as confronting and significant. Linton Besser, Reporter, ABC, says a report from Ken Matthews 
was released today which has found the compliance and enforcement regime in New South Wales in terms of water use, water 
compliance, water theft and meter tampering in inadequate. Besser says the report also revealed that the New South Wales 
Independent Commission Against Corruption has taken this between its teeth and conducting its own investigation. Besser says 
Gavin Hanlon was the Deputy Director General of the Department of Primary Industries in New South Wales and had primary 
carriage of the implementation of the Murray-Darling Basin planning in New South Wales. Besser says they featured Hanlon in 
their Four  Corners program through a recording of his teleconference with an exclusive group of irrigator lobbyist in 2016 which he 
was heard promising internal departmental documents that he was going to reveal and share through a Dropbox account. Besser 
says the core part of the Four Corners investigation is the revelation of taxpayer environmental water was being harvested by large 
cotton-growers in the North west of New South Wales. 

 
 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 11/09/17, David Speers, Top NSW bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon is facing charges of misconduct after a 
report into allegations of water theft in the Murray-Darling Basin. He is accused of helping irrigators undermine the Federal 
Government's Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Former NSW Water Commission boss Ken Matthews has recommended a set of 
reforms to overhaul the system. 

 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 11/09/17, Kumi Taguchi, An independent investigation into the NSW involvement in Murray-
Darling Basin System has concluded there is a need for significant and urgent improvement. The investigation was ordered after a 
Four Corners report earlier this year raised serious concerns about the amount of water extraction for irrigation. Ken Matthews' 
principal was that compliance and enforcement in NSW has been poor and ineffective. The report backed up all of the allegations 
raised in Four Corners and that there is little transparency to members of the public of water regulation arrangements in NSW, and 
certain individual cases of alleged non-compliance have taken far too long to be investigated and resolved. Recommendations 
include installing an independent regulator and overhauling the system. A number of public servants also need to be investigated 
and since then, the NSW Water Minister Niall Blair has come out and said that Gavin Hanlon has been stood down for giving 
department information that he should not have been giving out. There were also allegations that some of the big water users in 
the Four Corners story were also donors to the National Party. 
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ABC Radio Sydney, Drive, 11/09/17, Richard Glover, Live cross to Sarah Gerathy, ABC NSW Political Reporter.  Glover refers 
to the Four Corners' episode last week about the problems with the Murray-Darling Basin. Gerathy refers to the independent report 
headed by Ken Matthews. She says the report comes in response to the allegations raised by the Four Corners program. She 
relays the report found that there are serious problems with the water compliance in NSW, which needed to be urgently addressed. 
She indicates it is putting the lives of irrigators at risk. She discusses some of the recommendations for urgent and significant 
improvement to the NSW system, which were included in the independent report. She relays an establishment of a new 
independent regulator is among the recommendations included in the report. She says Water Minister Niall Blair has vowed to take 
actions following the result of the report. 

 
 

ABC News, ABC News, 11/09/17, Ros Childs, Live press conference with Niall Blair, NSW Minister for Primary Industries, Lands 
and Water about the Murray Darling probe. Blair says the situation is complex and the report shows the regulation has been failing 
parts of NSW and stakeholders. He says they will be implementing some of the short term recommendations immediately. Top 
water bureaucrat Gavin Hanlon is set to face misconduct procedures and has been stood down but Blair says it's not appropriate to 
comment on that at this time. 

 
 

ABC Ballarat, Vic Country Hour, 11/09/17, Warwick Long, Interview with Steve Whan, National Irrigators Council, about 
Matthews' report into the Murray Darling Basin. Long reports that after much discussion about the Four Corners report into the 
Murray Darling Basin plan, the NSW Government is showing what it will do about the allegations made in the report. Ken Matthews 
has been investigating water management and compliance as part of a review in NSW and what they are doing about water theft 
and compliance. Matthews has released an interim report today, saying a systematic fix is required to address the legacy issues. 
He says the key to the reforms is that any future system needs to be more transparent and independent than the current system. 
Whan says the Matthews' report is critical of particular aspects of the administration and compliance in NSW. He explains that the 
idea of having an independent natural resource access regulator could be a positive idea to follow. Whan says that NSW is not 
behind other states in its treatment of compliance and water theft. He mentions that the NSW had the issues for a while now, it was 
just the Four Corners that highlighted it. 

 
 

ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 11/09/17, Michael Condon, Interview with Chris Minns, Opposition. Condon says the interim 
results of Ken Matthews' independent investigation into allegations raised by ABC's Four Corners program has been significant fort 
he NSW Government. He says the Government has confirmed that Gavin Hanlon will face misconduct procedures. Minns agrees 
that it has been a damning report into the administration and to the Minister for Water. Condon says they also talked about the fact 
that it was known that a water metre should have been installed and that there should have been more monitoring on river 
systems. Minns says the Coalition Government's tenure gave new rights to northern irrigators to pull more water from the system. 
Minns says there have been allegations of thefts above the changes, adding these were the things being investigated by the 
investigators from the Department of Primary Industries. Minns comments that Matthews has done an outstanding job. Minns also 
comments that the Minister for Water was not even investigated as part of the inquiry, adding that the inquiry focused narrowly on 
select public servants who are going to face serious proceedings. Minns highlights that there is a need to know and find out 
National party ministers knew and whether their behaviour was whether ethical. Condon also talks about the possibility that the 
ICAC should become involved. Condon reiterates the fact that a full judicial inquiry, which includes the conduct of Kevin 
Humphries, Niall Blair, and othe  National Party ministers, should take place. He adds that it is not good enough just to uncover the 
conduct and behaviour of Hanlon and others. Minns the minister [for water] should be stood down from his portfolio because, 
according to Matthews, it has been a failure of the Westminster Conventions, and that because it has been a systemic failure of 
water policy under the National Party. Minns says there is still a lot to be investigated. 

 
 
 
Energy 
 
 

Hardcore wrestling 
Australian Financial Review, Editorials, 12/09/17, page 1 

 

Bill Shorten has decided that he's opposed to privatisation, maybe. In Victoria, he reckons selling the power stations to private 
operators is why electricity is so expensive. Ifs apparently got nothing to do with mandatory renewable energy targets destabilising 
the grid by force-feeding unreliable wind and solar and into it and hastening the exit of reliable baseload generation. Or why 
electricity is just as expensive in Queensland, where the government still produces it. So now we have the absurdity of Labor 
denouncing - while not quite rejecting - the sale of featherbedded government businesses after having pioneered privatisation in 
the early 1990s. Labor is urging the government to activate its threatened export controls on our new east coast LNG export 
industry. Not to be outdone, the Prime Minister is trying to strong arm private energy retailers for supposedly gouging customers, 
complaining there's not enough competition. And now Mr Turnbull is pressuring AGL boss Andy Vesey into selling its coal-fired 
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power plant in NSW. Quite properly, Mr Vesey is weighing up what's best for AGL shareholders. Yet in NSW, privatisation of the 
state's poles and wires under Mike Baird is fuelling a massive infrastructure and jobs boom, as we showed with our page one 
photo of civil engineer Maritsa Kacopieros at the light rail construction site in Sydney's George Street yesterday. Contractor John 
Holland says it is employing more than 100 engineers per month to deal with the boom. This privatisation has financed the building 
of public transport and road infrastructure to turn Sydney into a more commuter friendly and sustainable city, simultaneously 
creating a lot of (often union-heavy) jobs. Arguments over project priority aside, how can a serious political leader be opposed to 
that? 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0cj976101021 

Also displayed on Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Stockland is stacking up solar centres 
Australian Financial Review, Property, 12/09/17, Nick Lenaghan, page 33 

 

Diversified property player Stockland is rolling out the largest solar project undertaken by a landlord in Australia, covering the 
rooftops of 10 shopping centres with 6.4 hectares of solar panels. The project will generate 17.2GWh of energy every year after a 
$23.5 million investment to install 39,000 panels. When fully installed, the project will account for between 20 per cent and 25 per 
cent of the baseload and usage by retailers at the 10 malls, excluding the supermarkets and department stores. But one number is 
front of mind for managing director Mark Steinert that's the U.6 per cent yield on capital invested that Stockland expects to reap on 
average over 10 years. "That's well above cost of capital," Mr Steinert said. And beyond those savings, the sheer scale of the 
project creates a larger possibility for Stockland: allowing it to eventually become a participant in the national energy market, with 
its own ability to generate supply and mitigate demand across the grid. That"s why Stockland is already considering how it could 
couple industrial sized batteries to its rooftop solar arrays. Already it has introduced Tesla into some of its housing estates. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tr976101024 

 

 
Chief executive sold $1.2m shares before meeting PM 
The Australian, General News, 12/09/17, Matt Chambers, page 1 

 

AGL Energy chief executive Andy Vesey offloaded $1.24 million of company shares in the lead-up to yesterday's meeting with 
Malcolm Turnbull, where the power boss said he would investigate selling or extending the life of the Liddell coal-fired power 
station in NSW. The American chief executive, who took on the role in January 2015, turned some of his paper gains into cash 
after AGL's shares jumped 50 per cent in the past year on the back of higher power prices. In a notice to the stock exchange, AGL 
said Mr Vesey had sold 50,000 ordinary shares on Friday at a price of $24.82 each. The sale was made on the business day 
before yesterday's meeting with the Prime Minister to discuss the future of the Liddell coal-fired power station.  Mr Vesey wants to 
close what will then be a 50-year-old power plant in 2022, while the government is pushing AGL to extend its life or sell it. An AGL 
spokeswoman last night said the shares had been sold to fund tax obligations arising after Mr Vesey had been awarded 
performance rights. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tr976101026 

 

 
How AGL is having its cake and eating it 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, Judith Sloan, page 17 

 

Thanks to the Yanks, I say. We owe a debt of gratitude to energy company AGL and its loquacious American-born chief executive 
who has come here on a 457 visa. The good thing is that AGL is a household name and so when the CEO tells us the company is 
changing and moving out of coal, we tend to sit up and listen. And some of us ask questions. So how come our new American pal 
can tell us that the company is changing when it so recently bulked up on big purchases of coal-fired electricity assets? Recall that 
AGL was the successful bidder for the NSW government-owned power stations in the Hunter Valley, Liddell and Bayswater, in 
2014. That's right, three years ago. Note also that AGL owns a very big (brown) coal-fired electricity plant in the Latrobe Valley in 
Victoria. In fact, AGL is the biggest provider of coal-fired electricity in the country and more than 90 per cent of its (rising) profits is 
sourced from fossil fuels. But we are still told to believe that the company is changing by moving into that rent-seeking space: 
renewables. But if you look at AGL's profile of production, renewables are small beer and will remain so for a considerable period 
of time. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tr976101028 

 

 
Former UN climate chief calls for end to dithering on plant 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/17, Peter Hannam, page 5 

 

AGL's Liddell power station is a 'grandmother' plant that shouldn't receive funds more usefully invested elsewhere to improve 
Australia's energy prospects, Christiana Figueres, the former United Nations climate chief, said. Ms Figueres, who as executive 
secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change oversaw the Paris climate agreement, said time is running out for 
Australia to get its energy and carbon policies in order. "The time is short," Ms Figueres told Fairfax Media during a visit to 
Australia. "I think 10 years of dithering is enough." Her comments come as Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull met AGL executives 
on Monday to discuss the future of Liddell. AGL has said it was committed to shutting the 46-year-old Hunter Valley power plant by 
2022, while the government is pressing to extend its life by five years to head off possible electricity shortages. The Greens, 
meanwhile, are planning to seek support from Labor and other parties for a bill that would prohibit Commonwealth government aid 
for coal-fired power stations whether existing or new ones. Liddell was "a grandmother plant that would need quite a bit of 
refurbishing for a very short term operation," Ms Figueres. "If [AGL] are going to invest that money they may as well invest it into 
something they are going to operate for a long time." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg976101030 

Also displayed in the Age and on the WA Today website 

 

 
Push to cut power bills 
Age, General News, 12/09/17, James Massola, Nicole Hasham and Adam Carey, page 1 

 

The Victorian government is considering forcing the electricity industry to re-regulate power prices in a move which could slice 
hundreds of dollars off household bills.  Multiple sources in the electricity sector have confirmed they had been told state 
Environment and Energy Minister Lily D'Ambrosio plans to press ahead with the re-regulation of prices, with one senior executive 
predicting it is a "done deal". Electricity retailers are already gearing up to fight the move, arguing it will hurt smaller players and hit 
investment in renewable energy. The move to implement a so-called "Basic Service Offer" is one of 11 recommendations in a 
review of the electricity sector by former deputy premier John Thwaites. The review was handed to the Andrews government last 
month, and found prices have soared since the sector was de-regulated in 2008. A Basic Service Offer would replace more 
expensive, default "standing offer" contracts and require electricity retailers to provide a "no frills" electricity deal that represents a 
reasonable price for energy in the market. The switch could save the average household more than $200 a year on power bills and 
likely be a politically popular move. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg976101034 

Also displayed on the WA Today website 

 

 
AGL boss goes the hard sell 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 12/09/17, Sharri Markson, page 1 

 

AGL boss Andy Vesey has started a selldown of $18 million worth of AGL shares he's in line to receive at the same time as putting 
the nation's energy future on hold by delaying a decision on the fate of the Liddell coal-fired power station. Malcolm Turnbull 
pressed the millionaire energy boss to keep Liddell - the state's third largest generator - open, but Mr Vesey complained he needed 
more time to consider his options. But The Daily Telegraph can reveal Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce pressed Mr Vesey, 
who earned $6.9 million last year, to make a "quick decision" to sell it or not during a meeting in the Prime Minister's office late 
yesterday. Mr Vesey caved, agreeing to take a proposal to the AGL board to keep open or sell the Liddell coal-fired power station. 
It comes as Mr Vesey, an American in the role of CEO on a 457 visa, has started a selldown of his shares. He notified the ASX 
yesterday that he sold 50,000 ordinary AGL shares, worth $1.24 million, as he is legally entitled to do. Mr Vesey still has 376,229 
ordinary shares remaining worth $9.3 million at the current share price of $24.8. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg976101036 
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Politics of power prices 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 12/09/17, Parnell McGuinness, page 21 

 

There's never been a better time to be Andy Vesey. The AGL chief's Australian endeavours are charmed and now the government 
is courting him. Power prices are up and AGL is in the perfect position to keep them that way, which means great profits for the 
power company and bonuses for its CEO. A complex energy landscape means the consumer has little understanding of the 
causes of price hikes. The more competing "facts" are presented, the more the issue becomes clouded. Even a consumer with 
above-average common sense isn't well-equipped to cut through the ideological spin hidden within technical jargon that interest 
groups pump into the market. In this environment, pretty much any narrative can prevail. The opposition likes to say that we're in 
this mess because there's a lack of investment certainty. According to this Grand Theory of Everything, if we only had a carbon 
price, power prices would go down. That's sort of like the banks arguing that the bank levy will make bank fees go down. Logic so 
tortured the UN should intervene. People making this argument add that there'd be more investment in power generation if only we 
had a carbon price. You can guess what companies responding to that signal would be investing in: renewables. More investment 
in less power. Renewable advocates like to argue that this will "future-proof" their investments. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo976101038 

 

 
AGL boss cashes in on price rise 
Courier Mail, Business News, 12/09/17, page 24 

 

AGL Energy chief Andy Vesey has pocketed $1.24 million after selling some of his sha es in the power retailer, cashing in on the 
stock's 50 per cent gain during the past year on the back of higher electricity prices. In the transaction, revealed yesterday, Mr 
Vesey sold 50,000 ordinary shares on-market on Friday at $24.82 each. No reason was given for the sale, which leaves Mr Vesey 
with 376,229 ordinary AGL shares, valued at $9.3 million at yesterday's closing share price of $24.75. The sale also came in the 
lead-up to Mr Vesey's meeting yesterday with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, aimed at resolving the standoff over the future of 
the Liddell power station in New South Wales. Mr Vesey wants to close what will then be a 50-year-old power plant in 2022. Mr 
Turnbull wants him to consider selling the plant to a buyer prepared to spend capital to keep it open. The energy chief was 
summoned to Canberra after a report last week warned of more blackouts this summer and a 1000MW shortfall in baseload power 
from 2022. Power plant operator Delta Electricity has expressed an interest in buying Liddell, which is among the top five coal-fired 
electricity producers in the country. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo976101040 

 

 
Power to MCG fans 
Herald Sun, General News, 12/09/17, Peter Rolfe, page 1 

 

Fan power is set to literally light up the MCG in an Australian-first energysharing deal that will see customers send excess 
electricity to the legendary stadium. Solar customers will be able to trade power collected from their Victorian homes for VIP 
experiences at the home of football under the futuristic pilot scheme. Sports fans signing up to the initiative will score exclusive 
seats with butler service, private kick-to-kick on the hallowed turf or tours of the MCG and National Sports Museum. It means 
energy generated on the rooftops of Victorian homes could help power everything from the light towers to giant scoreboard 
screens at the people s ground. MCC chief executive Stuart Fox said it would also make operations at Australia's greatest ground 
more environmentally friendly. "These sustainability initiatives will not only significantly improve the stadium's carbon footprint but 
will also ensure greater energy security at the MCG and lead the way with innovative energy solutions," he said. The MCC will 
partner with Energy Australia to power the 'G year-round under the scheme, to start early in 2018. If 1500 Energy Australia 
customers shared their excess solar energy for a year, it would be enough to power every AFL match at the MCG for the 2018 
season. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo976101042 

 

 
Owner axes solar station plans 
Herald Sun, General News, 12/09/17, Anthony Galloway, page 4 
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The new owner of a solar project on which the Victorian government wasted $15 million says it was 'not commercially viable'. Plans 
to build one of Australia's largest solar power stations at Carwarp, near Mildura, have been axed by new site owner, Ceramet 
Solar. The company will instead build a conventional photovoltaic panels project. The previous owner, Solar Systems, planned to 
build a 100-megawatt plant - enough electricity to power 40,000 homes. The state government poured $5 million into development 
of the project in 2013, and an additional $10 million into the first stage of the project - a 1.5-megawatt concentrator photovoltaics 
(CPV) dish system. The federal government committed $75 million, which it later withdrew after further stages of the plant were 
abandoned. Engineering manager for Ceramet Solar, Simon Maan, said the first stage of the project had been abandoned and "to 
re-energise the site as CPV would not be cost effective". Coalition energy spokesman David Southwick said Victoria could become 
"the home of abandoned renewables projects" and warned of price rises. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo976101044 

 

 
Energetic approach will pay off 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 12/09/17, Peter Boyer, page 14 

 

The modest attendance at a Hobart Town Hall event last week belied the significance of the occasion - the launch of a major new 
community bulkbuying program for energyefficient products and services. Residents in all southern municipalities - Derwent Valley 
to Glamorgan Spring Bay, Central Highlands to Huon Valley - are now eligible to join a bulk-buy of heat pumps, insulation, 
lowwattage lighting, rooftop solar panels and energy-efficient hot water systems. Residents in all southern municipalities - Derwent 
Valley to Glamorgan Spring Bay, Central Highlands to Huon Valley - are now eligible to join a bulk-buy of heat pumps, insulation, 
lowwattage lighting, rooftop solar panels and energy-efficient hot water systems. With bulk-buying's economies of scale combined 
with the State Government's $10 million Tasmanian Energy Efficiency Loan Scheme, this is an unprecedented offer to households 
and businesses to join the battle for a more sustainable future. Ahead of last week's launch the authority's chair, Hobart Lord 
Mayor Sue Hickey, said it aimed to make emission reduction cheaper and easier  "We wanted to help homeowners reduce their 
energy use and we knew if enough homes did this there would be a big sustainability benefit," Alderman Hickey said. Bulk-buying 
was behind an earlier arrangement between Sustainable Living Tasmania and Tasmania's venerable NoInterest Loans Scheme, or 
NILS, adding bulk-buying advantages to NILS subsidies enabling households to buy and install energy-saving hot water and space 
heating. Now the idea has returned bigger and better than ever. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo976101047 

 

Blame over energy issues rages in parliament 
World News Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

With the National Party urging Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to reject a Renewable Energy Target, the Coalition stands accused 
of ignoring the need to develop new sources. It did not take long in parliamentary question time for the energy issue to come to the 
fore. Opposition Leader Bill Shorten immediately went on the attack. "My question is to the Prime Minister. The Liberal Government 
is now in its fifth year of office. Since the 2013 election, have power prices gone up or down?" It was a question the Prime Minister 
was not keen to answer directly. Instead, Mr Turnbull sought to turn the spotlight back onto Labor's record when it in power. "We 
know that gas prices went through the roof in the earlier part of this year because there was a shortage of gas on the east coast of 
Australia. Now, why was that? That was because more gas, more gas, was being exported, to the extent that the local domestic 
market was short of gas  How could this possibly happen? Well, I'll tell you how it happened. It happened because the Labor Party, 
in their stupidity and ignorance, refused to take account of the clear warnings ... " The exchange and ensuing debate came ahead 
of meetings between ministers and bosses from the energy company AGL. The Government wants to convince AGL to keep one 
of its coal-fired power stations, the Liddell power station in New South Wales, operating beyond 2022. The energy-market operator 
has said it needs to stay open for the stability of the electricity system. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce told the ABC he was 
confident the Government could convince AGL chief Andy Vesey to sell the plant to another operator if necessary. 

 

Read Item: http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/09/11/blame-over-energy-issues-rages-parliament 

 

 

ABC, 7:30, 11/09/17, Leigh Sales, The Turnbull team is intervening heavily in Australia's energy market. Today, it summoned the 
CEO of AGL to Canberra over the company's plan to close the Liddell Power Station. Greens MP Adam Bandt says Turnbull 
should stop bullying AGL into prolonging the life of an ageing coal fired power station. At its federal conference yesterday, the 
Nationals agree to reject the centre piece of the government-commissioned Finkel report. Under the Nationals' motion, the makeup 
of clean energy would go no higher than 23%. Ron Boswell, Former Nationals Senator, notes the electricity pricing is getting out of 
control. 
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Channel 7, Seven News, 11/09/17, Peter Mitchell, PM Malcolm Turnbull has held crisis talks with the AGL boss Andy Vesey 
about the risks of blackouts this summer asking the company to remove plans to close its coal-fired power station in the Hunter 
Valley. It comes as the Energy Market Operator claims the closure of Liddell will leave a 1,000-megawatt shortfall of vital baseload 
power. Nationals Senator Matt Canavan has criticised AGL arguing it shouldn't profit as it winds down coal assets. The Energy 
Minister is ordering an inquiry into claims AGL and Origin bidding practices to increase power prices. 

 

 

Channel 9, National Nine News, 11/09/17, Peter Overton, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has today met with AGL boss 
Andrew Vesey as the company has agreed to consider selling its Liddell power station or keeping it open beyond the planned shut 
down date of 2022. Meanwhile, both sides of politics are close to an agreement for tougher campaign rules for the same-sex 
marriage postal vote. 

 

 

Channel 7, Seven News, 11/09/17, Sharyn Ghidella and Bill McDonald, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has held crisis talks 
with the AGL boss Andy Vesey about the risks of blackouts this summer asking the company to remove plans to close its Hunter 
Valley coal-fired power station. It comes as the Energy Market Operator claims the closure of Liddell will leave a 1,000-megawatt 
shortfall of vital baseload power. Nationals Senator Matt Canavan has criticised AGL arguing it should not profit as it winds down 
coal assets. The Energy Minister is ordering an inquiry into claims AGL and Origin bidding practices to increase power prices. 

 

 

Channel 10, TEN Eyewitness News, 11/09/17, Stephen Quartermain, The showdown between Andy Vesey, CEO, AGL, and the 
Prime Minister continues behind closed doors in Canberra right now. Malcolm Turnbull wants to keep Liddell Power Station in the 
Hunter Valley open beyond 2022 but AGL won't hand it over without an investment in renewable energy. The Nationals voted over 
the weekend to scrap the clean energy subsidies and rejected a renewable target which was urgently recommended by the chief 
scientist in June to ensure stable power supply. Opposition leader Bill Shorten says it was a dumb idea from the National Party to 
undermine the renewable energy industry. 

 

 

Channel 10, TEN Eyewitness News, 11/09/17, Rebecca Morse, Talks are continuing between Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
and AGL boss Andy Vesey amid pressure by the government to keep the Liddell Power Station in the Hunter Valley open beyond 
2022. The government is worried about a deepening energy crisis, urging AGL to keep Liddell open itself or to sell it. Meanwhile, 
Turnbull has brushed off the National Party's call for renewable subsidies to be phased out over five years. 

 

 

ABC Mid North Coast, NSW Statewide Drive, 11/09/17, Fiona Wyllie, Interview with Tony Wood, Energy Program Director, 
Grattan Institute, a report looking at three steps needed to ensure the long term future of the energy market. Wyllie says the 
Nationals federal conference supported a motion to oppose a clean energy target and end subsidies for renewables. She notes 
that the Prime Minister has been in talks with AGL to try and keep to Liddell Power Station open beyond 2022. She mentions that 
the Australian Energy Market Operator last week called for a longer term approach to ensure electricity supplies. She wants to 
know why the big players in the industry want to get out of coal-fired generation. Wood explains that they don't see a future in 
building new coal-fired power stations  He notes that countries that are going strong in their population and energy demand are still 
building new coal-fired power stations that are more efficient. He says it is likely that countries doing this such as China could drive 
down the cost of these plants. He relays Australia needs to have some form of emissions reduction strategy whether it's Alan 
Finkel's clean energy target recommendation or a variation on that. He points out that a combination of low emission technologies 
requires credible policy. Wyllie mentions that there's so much concern about blackouts. Wood says the role of the Energy Market 
Operator is to put in place strategies to maintain the security of the system. He believes it's pulling out all straps to make sure there 
won't be any problems this summer and the summers after. He says last week, it recommended that Australia needs an energy 
capacity reserve just in case things go wrong. He adds that according to the Energy Market Operator, there will be shortages in the 
next five years if there won't be any replacement when the Liddell Power Station shuts down. He thinks Australia may have to look 
at nuclear solutions. Wood says AGL are already talking about replacing Liddell with a combination of wind, solar, and battery or 
storage. He notes that other companies like Energy Australia and Origin are talking about the same thing. [cont] 

 

 

2GB, Sydney Live, 11/09/17, Ben Fordham, Regular Segment: The Big Guns. , Compere notes that the Nationals want to end 
the power crisis by stopping subsidies for renewable energy. He then talks about his interview with Senator John Williams. 
Richardson doesn't think that you can just say that 'I'm going to wipe the direction that the industry is being put into by the 
government of both sides in the last decade.' Bolt expounds on the two factors that are propping up wind and solar power. The 
Greens say that renewable energy is just as cheap as coal now. If this is true, why are we subsiding this? Compere says Bill 
Shorten and Malcolm Turnbull need to do something. Shorten seems to be tied down to his renewable targets. Richardson notes 
that the problem is that Labor is stuck with a policy that can't work. [cont] 
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Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 11/09/17, David Speers, Panel with Stephen Conroy, Former Labor Minister, and Fiona Scott, 
Former Liberal MP. Speers says that Prime Minister [Malcolm Turnbull] and several senior Minister met with AGL CEO Andrew 
Vesey trying to work out if they could find someone who could take over the Liddell Power Plant in the Hunter Valley but there is a 
question if AGL is willing to sell the plant. He says that AGL has suggested a gas plant in the area and pointed out the hefty 
rehabilitation cost. Scott says that there are many question marks and the importance of the meeting is ensuring that the nation 
has a baseload power to get them through hot summer and cold winters. She says turning off the power station before Snowy 
Hydro 2.0 will cause a glitch and it is an important meeting for the future of their base power. Conroy says that the Finkel Review is 
the roadmap for the government but the government would not endorse it. He says there needs to be a roadmap and investors 
need certainty. He says investors will not invest without certainty. He says the only thing of controversy in the clean energy target 
and if Labor and the government could come together to push forward the implementation of the clean energy target. Scott says 
that it is not just about the energy companies but also the jobs. She says the coal mine cannot be turned out in five years time 
without the transition to renewable energy.  She says there is a need for baseload power and having affordable electricity and 
these elements along with jobs are important components in the energy debate. She says they should have a clean energy target 
and eventually go to renewable and cleaner energy. Conroy says that all sides need to compromise and the regulator said that 
unless they have committed to baseload power over the next 10 years or so, both sides need to compromise if they want to 
guarantee energy supply for the Australian public. [cont] 

 

 

Channel 9, Nine Afternoon News, 11/09/17, Emmy Kubainski, Perth households could be facing another power shock with 
nearly half a billion dollars being poured into solar and wind generators. As a result of the state government putting up charges in 
the recent budget, we already have to pay another $169 on our power bill this year alone. The Federal Government has imposed a 
23% target for renewable power by 2020 and we currently have a shortfall of about 300-megawatt hours every year. The 
Opposition says the rollout of anymore renewable should be delayed and notes that a rooftop solar is probably a more sustainable 
option. 

 

 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 11/09/17, David Speers, Speers says that Prime Minister [Malcolm Turnbull] and several other 
Ministers are meeting with AGL to sell the Liddell Coal-Fire Power Plant. He says Turnbull wants Liddell to run for five more years 
due after its planned closure on 2022 due to concerns about baseload and dispatchable power. He says AGL has indicated that 
they could turn the coal plant to a gas plant but the government is not too keen on the idea. He says the government has not made 
a decision on the clean energy target. He plays the interview of Finance Minister Mathias Cormann with Kieran Gilbert. Cormann 
says that the government is always constructive. He says they need to see how the meeting will evolve today. He says that the 
Nationals have passed a motion in their Federal Conference saying they want to see any subsidy for renewable energy phased out 
over the next five years. He says Nationals Leader Barnaby Joyce said the results of the conference is not Coalition policy. He 
says that some Liberals view that the clean energy target is the way to go. He says former Prime Minister Tony Abbott said that the 
renewable energy target needs to be frozen where it is. He says Labor tried to blame the government on the soaring power prices 
and vice-versa. 

 

 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 11/09/17, Kumi Taguchi, Today's Question Time saw a return of 'calling nicknames' by several 
Ministers in an argument over energy policies, which has been prosecuted by both sides today. The Government believes it is on a 
winner(*) when talking about helping purchase coal-fired power stations so that they may last longer and fill the gap in the early 
2020s after the NSW Liddell Power Plant is due to shut down. Labor was keen to get into the energy argument with lots of 
questions about prices over the last four years of Abbott and Turnbull Governments. Labor also asked questions about gas and the 
holding back of exported gas so it could be used for domestic purposes and to lower prices. The PM is due to hold a meeting with 
the head of AGL, Andy Vesey  to discuss what might be done to sell the Liddell Power Plant once AGL is finished with it. 

 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 11/09/17, Peter van Onselen, Live Question Time in Parliament.  Jason Wood, Member for La 
Trobe asks how the government's energy policies are already pushing down electricity and gas prices. Malcolm Turnbull, Prime 
Minister says that the government is putting downward pressure on gas and electricity prices and they are working on ensuring that 
the system becomes more reliable. He says the Labor Party and the Leader [Bill Shorten] who said that the AEMO report on the 
closure of the Liddell Power Station would create a big gap in the dispatchable and baseload power is an issue down the track. He 
says it is what the Member for Port Adelaide thought when they ignored the experts' advice on allowing unrestrictive gas exports 
from the East Coast. He says wholesale spot prices were around $6 a gigajoule-$10 a gigajoule down from $12-$14 when they 
made their announcement that they would take steps to restrict gas exports in order to protect the domestic market. He says Santo 
announced that 30 petajoules of gas will be diverted from exports in 2018-2019. 

 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 11/09/17, Peter van Onselen, Live Question Time in Parliament.  Bill Shorten, Federal 
Opposition Leader says the Liberal Government is now in its fifth year in office. He asks if power prices have gone up or down. 
Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister says that the Australians are paying the bill of the reckless energy policies of the Labor Party. He 
says energy prices are the consequence of the decisions taken by the Labor Party. He says gas prices went through the roof due 
to gas shortage on the East Coast because of the export of gas. 
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Sky News Live, To the Point, 11/09/17, Kristina Keneally and Peter Van Onselen, Van Onselen says the outrage over Malcolm 
Turnbull, Prime Minister, being pictured at the Sydney Swans AFL game having a beer with his grand daughter in his lap is 
ridiculous. Keneally says she wants to talk about the Liddell Power Station which is an aging piece of infrastructure. Bill Shorten, 
Federal Opposition Leader, has made a commitment that the power station will be there until 2022. The Government is trying to 
convince AGL to keep the Liddell Power station operating for longer. AGL recently purchased the power station from the NSW 
Government. Keneally says AGL wants to put renewable energy on the site. Keneally and Van Onselen joke that Turnbull will deal 
with this well like the same sex marriage postal survey has been sarcastically commenting that Australia Post has never lost mail 
and they know exactly what the legislation will look like. 

 

 

ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 11/09/17, Michael Condon, Pre-recorded interview with John Williams, Senator, National 
Party.  Condon says the Nationals Party held its Federal Conference in Canberra. He adds the delegates called on the Federal 
Government to eliminate subsidies for renewable energy. He notes, however, some Nationals spoke against the motion and argue 
that the wind and solar farms had created jobs and boosted economies in regional areas. When asked how the conference went, 
Williams says it went very well. Condon asks if Williams is concern about the High Court challenges with [Matt] Canavan and 
Barnaby Joyce. Williams talks about the motions on the floor highlight the issues on the renewable energy and the stand of the 
Nationals Party. He stresses Joyce and his former colleagues are just after affordable and reliable electricity to keep the industries 
and our households going. Condon wonders if he is worried about the upcoming  NSW state election that the Shooters, Fishers 
and Farmers Party could take more seats. Williams believes they have some very good candidates and he thinks they will do well. 

 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 11/09/17, Peter van Onselen, Van Onselen is joined by reporter Samantha Maiden. Malcolm 
Turnbull, Prime Minister, is preparing to meet the head of AGL today, to convince the company to sell its Liddell power station so it 
can remain open. Maiden feels there's a poker game going on, and notes that AGL wants to get out of the coal sector. Maiden 
notes that in the past, AGL head Andy Vesey has suggested a renewable energy target  while at the weekend, the Nationals 
passed a motion for less renewable energy incentives. Craig Kelly, the chair of the backbench committee on energy, has said the 
ACCC should go after AGL if they don't sell. Mark Butler, Shadow Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water, has noted 
that the Grattan Institute is still recommending a renewable energy target. [cont] 
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Origin secures $250 million Lattice gas deal 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 12/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 19 

 

Origin Energy has made a timely move to improve the growth outlook of its oil and gas offshoot Lattice Energy, striking a $250 
million deal to buy out a Malaysian partner from a gas production venture off Victoria just weeks before Lattice is due to be sold. 
The transaction to take over the 28 per cent of the Otway gas project held by Benaris International removes a partner that could 
have stood in the way of a potential expansion of the venture and is intended to improve the investment case for Lattice, which 
Origin has slated for disposal in either an IPO or a trade sale. RBC Capital Market analyst Ben Wilson described the deal price as 
"full", at about $2.70 per gigajoule of reserves. But he said that was offset "by making the Otway JV a cleaner prospect for a 
potential acquirer/IPO of Lattice Energy with Origin having cleaned out a potential motivated seller of this asset 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0fw976101051 

 

 
Woodside to roll out virtual assistant to wider operations 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 12/09/17, Angela Macdonald -Smith, page 19 

 

She's still in training but Woodside Petroleum's new 'cognitive assistant' Willow is set to extend her influence. The Siri-like system, 
which can talk to systems and databases inside the oil and gas producer and search in seconds through millions of files and 
provide answers to questions that otherwise may take months to find, is being used by just more than 200 Woodside employees in 
Perth. After the initial soft roll-out in July, Willow is to be progressively rolled out to the wider business, starting next month, 
according to chief executive Peter Coleman, with productivity and efficiency expected to improve. Willow is being trained to 
understand the needs of each user, whether an offshore engineer assessing the risks of drilling, or the chief operations officer 
monitoring production plants across north-west Australia. It is also used in administrative functions. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jm976101053 

 

 
Origin plans to list Lattice if suitors fall short 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, Bridget Carter Scott Murdoch, page 18 

 

Lattice Energy will make its debut as a separately listed company on the Australian Securities Exchange in November if trade 
buyers fail to offer a price for the company that satisfies its owner, Origin Energy. It is expected Lattice will attract bids north of $1.6 
billion. This is after Origin Energy yesterday announced it had acquired a 27.77 per cent interest in the Otway Gas Project from its 
joint venture partner Benaris in what is said to be largely an exercise to simplify the portfolio to create a cleaner deal for any bidder. 
Before that acquisition, Origin had placed a $1.3bn valuation on Lattice. Questus Energy and Beach Energy are the last two parties 
in the contest to buy Lattice Energy. Final bids are due at the end of the month. Should the offers fail to satisfy the Origin board, 
the understanding is that analysts from Macquarie and joint lead manager UBS will swiftly move to produce research on the spinoff 
for equity investors which will be due out next month. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jm976101055 

 

 
Lattice buys out Benaris to lift Otway presence 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, page 20 

 

Origin Energy's conventional oil and gas business Lattice Energy will lift its stake in the Otway gas project and related exploration 
fields in Victoria after agreeing to buy out joint venture partner Benaris. Origin will pay Benaris $190 million for the 27.77 per cent 
stake in the gas project and a 29.23 per cent interest in two exploration joint ventures. The acquisition, effective from July 1, will lift 
Lattice Energy's stake to 95 per cent in the Otway project and 100 per cent in the exploration ventures. Japan's Toyota Tsusho 
holds a 5 per cent stake in the Otway project.     Origin is in the process of divesting Lattice Energy, either through an initial public 
offer or a sale, in an effort to streamline its business and reduce debt. The current transaction will help simplify the ownership 
structure of the joint venture ahead of the Lattice divestment and help facilitate the future development of the assets, Origin said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jm976101057 

Also displayed in the Courier Mail, Herald Sun, Hobart Mercury, and West Australian 

 

 
Orica revs up 
The Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, John Durie, page 29 

 

The potentially ground-breaking joint venture between Orica and Dale Elphinstone building explosives delivery trucks now has its 
first truck being tested with a plan to roll out an extra 20 early next year. The test is with an unnamed Hunter Valley coalminer and 
if successful the venture will replace the present 170-truck fleet Orica has in Australia with an obvious chance of exporting the 
vehicles. This would be a marked change for a plant in Burnie, Tasmania, making mining trucks for the world. Elphinstone also 
assembles Haulmax trucks at his Burnie plant along with other underground mining equipment. He employs 140 people and is 
hopeful of adding up to 150 jobs which would go some way to replacing the 280 jobs lost when Caterpillar moved production from 
Tasmania to Thailand. The truck joint venture builds specialist explosives delivery trucks. Orica will own the trucks which are used 
by customers as part of its explosives service. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jm976101059 

 

 
Leaked paper reveals second mine rail plan for $5b fund 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/17, Nicole Hasham, page 9 

 

A confidentiality breach by the federal government's $5 billion infrastructure body shows it is now considering lending public money 
to two new rail lines supporting mining projects. The unintended leak of classified documents by the Northern Australia 
Infrastructure Facility shows it has been approached for funding by the proponents of the Balla Balla project, which comprises a 
port and railway to the Pilbara Iron Ore project in Western Australia  The port, rail line and a new mine are expected to cost about 
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$6 billion. To protect the identity of the source, Fairfax Media cannot reveal exactly how it obtained information from the 
documents. However, the method reveals critical short- Wayne Swan comings in the way NAIF handles and secures sensitive 
information. The facility's confidentiality policy states that staff must "keep all confidential information properly secure . . . Any 
confidential information taken home for work purposes should be properly protected and secured at all times". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0au976101061 

Also displayed in the Age 

 

 
Adani's controversial coal mine is credibility kryptonite 
Sydney Morning Herald, Business News, 12/09/17, Julien Vincent, page 21 

 

Winning a major new contract is normally cause for celebra tion, so it's not every day the boss needs to justify a successful bid to 
their staff, especially at a global engineering and design firm like AECOM. That's why you could sense the controversy when the 
company's new Australia and New Zealand managing director, Todd Battley, felt compelled to write a message to staff in June that 
started: 'Although there remains some very vocal opposition ... I wanted you to hear directly from me about why we are working on 
this project."  AECOM had just won the contract to design the rail line that would connect Adani's Carmichael coal mine to a port on 
the edge of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. And it doesn't get much more controversial than that. Adani's proposed 
mine is a threat to the environment, reliant on more than $1 billion in federal and state subsidies or loans and a competitor to other 
producing coal miners in NSW and Queensland. Adani itself has a record of channelling money through offshore tax havens. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0au976101065 

Also displayed in the Age, Canberra Times, and in the Brisbane Times online 

 

 
Origin bulks up Lattice divestment with deal 
Sydney Morning Herald, Business News, 12/09/17, Cole Latimer, page 25 

 

Origin Energy has done a $250 million deal that will see it take full control of gas assets off the south coast as it advances its plans 
for a spin-off of its upstream energy business. The first part of the deal will see Origin's proposed spin-off Lattice Energy acquire 
Benaris' 27.7 per cent stake in the Otway Gas Project Joint Venture for $190 million. The acquisition, effective from July 1 this 
year, will be completed once Lattice Energy is divested  and will provide the new entity with a 95 per cent stake in Otway, with the 
remainder to be held by Toyota Tsusho Corporation. The deal also includes Benaris' 29.23 per cent interest in the neighbouring 
T/30P and VIC/P43 Exploration Joint Ventures, lifting Lattice's share to 100 per cent of the exploration projects. An Origin Energy 
spokeswoman said the agreement would simplify new ownership structures following the divestment, as well as make future 
development of the Otway project easier. The Otway Joint Venture consists of offshore gas fields, incorporating Thylacine in 
Tasmania and Geographe in Victoria, and produces an average 60 petajoules per annum. The agreement will not affect Origin's 
other offshore Otway Basin projects, Halladale and Speculant. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ej976101071 

 

 
Mining money in open 
Northern Territory News, General News, 12/09/17, Ashley Manicaros, page 7 

 

The Gunner Government will make public the amount of money it holds as environmental security bonds for any extra rehabilitation 
of mining projects. The decision has angered the minerals sector who believe it will undermine investment. The NT Government 
currently holds $1.4 billion in mining securities with the nine major mines making up more than 90 per cent of the total amount. 
Cabinet made the decision to publicly release last week. Adopting the policy will support an earlier decision of the NT Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal to release the size of securities held against the McArthur River Mine. Mine operators Glencore had 
opposed the move brought about by Environmental Defenders Office principal lawyer David Morris and were believed to be 
appealing the decision in the Supreme Court. Glencore's Chief Operating Officer for Zinc Assets Australia, Greg Ashe could not be 
contacted for comment. Minerals Council NT executive director Drew Wagner said industry was "bitterly disappointed" with the 
decision. "We have rallied against this outcome since the announcement of the process, and question 'the figure' being 
understandable or even meaningful, in isolation," he said. 

 



Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr976101079 

 

 
Legal fight will not put a stop to Tianqi plan 
West Australian, Business News, 12/09/17, Stuart McKinnon, page 45 

 

A looming legal dispute will not affect plans by China's Tianqi Lithium to expand its Greenbushes mine or double the capacity of a 
proposed processing plant at Kwinana, according to the company's Australian general manager. In June, Tianqi announced a 
1.34Mtpa expansion of its Greenbushes mine in the South West to provide feedstock for a doubling of capacity of its proposed 
lithium hydroxide plant from 24,000tpa to 48,000tpa to supply the burgeoning electric vehicle battery market. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr976101081 

 

 
Exxon-India deal to cut 20-year gas price bodes ill for industry 
The Australian, Other, 12/09/17, Paul Garvey 

 

Oil and gas giant ExxonMobil has agreed to lower the price of liquefied natural gas it sells to India s Petronet from its Gorgon LNG 
project, in a move that further weakens the monster project’s profitability and which will add further pricing pressure on other LNG 
producers. Indian oil minister Dharmendra Pradhan announced at the weekend that India had secured a cheaper price for LNG 
under the contract, with reports suggesting that Exxon had agreed to shave about $US1.10 to $US1.30 per unit off the price of 
LNG. Petronet, back in 2009, signed a 20-year agreement to buy 1.4 million tonnes of Gorgon’s LNG from Exxon, but has been 
pushing to renegotiate the terms amid a global glut in LNG markets. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/11/90a928dc-1698-497b-8893-40a6a0fa5410.html 

 

 
NT Chief Minister to meet with PM after gas comments 
9News.com.au, Other, 11/09/17, Kathleen Gazzola 

 

Northern Territory Chief Minister will meet with the Prime Minister in Canberra this week after slamming the comments he made in 
Darwin on Saturday. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull told the Country Liberals' annual conference, Michael Gunner needed to 
"pull the trigger" and "get on with" developing an onshore gas industry in the Northern Territory. Labor was elected in 2016 in a 
landslide victory on the promise to introduce a 12-month moratorium on hydraulic fracturing pending a scientific inquiry. Before he 
flew out, Mr Gunner said he was "unhappy" with the Prime Minister's criticisms. "It is extremely frustrating to see the Prime Minister 
fly into town for a couple hours and talk about our gas but only in the context of how it can help the south," Mr Gunner said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.9news com.au/national/2017/09/11/19/43/nt-chief-minister-michael-gunner-turnbull-gas 

 

 
Coalition to allow government-backed loans to coalmines as banks hesitant 
Guardian Australia, Other, 11/09/17, Gareth Hutchens 

 

The Turnbull government has responded to the increasing unwillingness of Australia’s banks to fund major coal projects by 
overturning a ban on government-backed loans to domestic miners. Steve Ciobo, the minister for trade, says protesters and 
activist groups have so discouraged Australia’s retail banks from financing “otherwise viable exporters in the coal sector” that the 
government must to step in to fund a growing “market gap.” He said government funding would now be provided via the Export 
Finance and Insurance Corporation (Efic), and he has written to Efic asking it to change its mandate to broaden its lending criteria. 
Earlier this year, the financial regulator warned that climate change posed a material risk to the entire financial system, urging 
companies to start adapting. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/sep/11/coalition-to-allow-government-backed-loans-to-
coalmines-as-banks-hesitant 

 



 
ABC Radio Darwin, Drive, 11/09/17, Kate O’Toole, Interview with Jane Bardon, ABC Reporter, about Glencore's McArthur River 
Mine. O'Toole mentions The Australia Institute report has criticised the prediction in the mining company Glencore's environmental 
impact statement for its zinc and lead mine, which says it will pay hundreds of millions of dollars in tax and royalties over a 
thousand years. The NT and Federal governments are considering the mining giant's application to keep producing zinc and lead 
at the McArthur River Mine site near Borroloola for another 30 years or so, but the numbers do not really add up according to 
report author Rod Campbell. Bardon explains Glencore has said that if it will be allowed to keep producing zinc and lead for 
another 30 years, it will provide $1.5bn in royalties to the NT Government and company tax to the Federal Government. However, 
The Australia Institute has argued the company has not paid any royalties to the NT Government in a number of years and it has 
not also paid company tax to the Federal Government in at least one year, which was uncovered in an Australian Tax Office report. 
It has also slammed Glencore's economic arguments included in its report, noting modelling for such a long period is invalid. 
 

 

ABC Radio Darwin, NT Country Hour, 11/09/17, Kyle Curtin, NT's first carbon reduction project using fire is marking 10 years 
since its inception in a remote pocket of West Arnhem Land. The Savanna method, which implements burning mosaic patterns 
during cooler times of the year, means there's less chance of large bushfires later in the year, and leads to cooler, fewer, carbon 
emissions. The approach has been adopted in more than 80 projects across northern Australia. It was in 2006 that ConocoPhillips 
began paying the project group about $1m a year to offset greenhouse gas emissions from its LNG plant in Darwin. Operations 
manager Jake Vital says fire management techniques have improved a great deal over the last 10 years. 
 

 

5AA, Afternoons, 11/09/17, Alan Hickey, Interview with Hawker Economic Working Group co-chairs Malcolm Tiger McKenzie 
and Ian Carpenter on an SA nuclear storage facility. Hickey says the Federal Government is continuing its investigation into a 
suitable site for a nuclear waste dump. He says there appears to be growing support for a low-level waste storage facility to be 
located in SA. He says McKenzie and Carpenter have been appointed co-chairs of the Hawker Economic Working Group to 
examine buildings such as a facility in Hawker near the Flinders Ranges. McKenzie says the Viliwarinhna Yuras Aboriginal 
Corporation owns the lease. He says it would be the first time that an Aboriginal group can work with the Government to maximise 
opportunities. Carpenter says the planned storage facility is not a dump, but a repository. He says the repository will not affect 
tourism and the World Heritage listing of parts of the Flinders Ranges according to reports. He says the facility is expected to 
create jobs. 

 
 
Great Barrier Reef 
 
 

Life's a bleach for Barrier Reef coral 
PSNews, Other, 11/09/17 

Scientists from the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) are among a group of international experts calling for more 
research into the capability of coral on the Great Barrier Reef to cope with climate change. The team of coral experts, led by AIMS 
and Dr Gergely Torda from the Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies (Coral CoE) at James Cook University, have delivered 
their recommendations for future research. Dr Torda said there was still a lot to understand about corals and, while the only real 
chance for their survival was to reverse climate change, a nugget of hope existed — that the corals might be able to adapt. He said 
there were major knowledge gaps around how fast corals could adapt or acclimatise to changes in the environment, and what 
mechanisms they might use to achieve this. Dr Torda said the group had published eight research recommendations in the journal 
Nature Climate Change, arising from a workshop with a team of experts comprising 22 biologists from 11 institutions in five 
different countries. 

Also prospected for Climate Change  

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/568/news/lifes-a-bleach-for-barrier-reef-coral 

 

 

ABC Far North, Drive, 11/09/17, Adam Stephen, Interview with Dr Mark Read, Operations Support Manager, Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority, about the impact the dry, warm winter has had on the reef. Stephen says that there has been confirmation 
that Australia has just recorded its hottest winter on record, saying this could be another challenge for the Great Barrier Reef. 
Stephen says that over the past two years the reef has experience unprecedented back-to-back coral bleachings. Read says that it 
is probably too early to determine the impact the warm winter has had. Read says that he hopes that the upcoming wet season has 
lots of rain, lots of clouds, and lots of wind. Read says that seagrass responds well to seasons with below average rainfall, saying 
this is good for the organisms that rely on seagrass, such as green turtles and dugongs. Stephen asks how the whale season has 
been. Read says that there has been an exceptionally good whale season, saying that the recovery of the humpback whale 
population has been one of the true conservation success stories. Stephen says that back-to-back coral bleaching is 
unprecedented, asking if there is a possibility it could happen three years in a row. Read says that, at this stage, the main large 
climatic indicators are looking positive. 

 

Also prospected for Environmental Standards Division and Wildlife  
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Chasing a fast-track career? Go north, very far north 
Canberra Times, General News, 12/09/17, Tom McIlroy, page 6 

 

Public servants who volunteer to work outside Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne could be promoted faster and be eligible for more 
senior jobs as part of an ambitious plan from north Queensland's unofficial capital. Townsville is the latest city bidding to be part of 
forced relocations of some of Canberra's biggest departments and agencies, proposing special graduate recruitment programs and 
faster career progression for federal government employees working in regional Australia. The local council has put its hand up to 
host any of nine departments and agencies as part of the Turnbull government's decentralisation plans, including Defence, 
Education and Training, Veterans' Affairs, Infrastructure and Regional Development and the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. Relocating public service jobs would boost the city's economy, help lower its 9.6 per cent unemployment rate and begin to 
arrest the "brain drain" from regional cities, caused by young people and university graduates moving to capitals for jobs and 
lifestyle benefits. Unemployment for young people in Townsville is approaching 20 per cent. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr976101085 

 

 
New awards to promote APS diversity 
PSNews, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The Australian Public Service Commission (APSC) has launched a new awards program to promote diversity and gender equality 
across the Australian Public Service (APS). The APSC said it was challenging PS employees to name a colleague who was a 
colleague who was a change champion in equality and diversity. “Does your Agency punch above its weight creating opportunities 
for employees from diverse backgrounds?” the APSC said. “Consider nominating an outstanding individual or an awesome team 
for the inaugural APS Diversity and Gender Equality Awards.” It said nominations were now open for three award categories. The 
Department/Agency Award will recognise a Department or Agency improving employment opportunities for employees with 
disability, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual or intersex employees, Indigenous employees, and employees from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/568/news/new-awards-to-promote-aps-diversity 

 

 
New rules to hit bargaining backhanders 
PSNews, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The Australian Public Service Commission (APSC) has issued a Circular setting out new rules relating to enterprise bargaining. 
Circular 2017/3, Fair Work Amendment (Corrupting Benefits) Act 2017, summarises the provisions of the Act and how they might 
impact on Australian Public Service (APS) Departments and Agencies. The APSC Circular says it will now be a criminal offence for 
a person to dishonestly give, receive or solicit benefits that were intended to influence officers or employees of registered 
organisations in the performance of their duties. “New enterprise bargaining obligations require employers and registered 
organisations to disclose financial benefits associated with a proposed enterprise agreement,” the Circular says. “Employers are 
prohibited from providing cash or in-kind payments, except for those payments that are exempted, to relevant unions and certain 
related parties.” 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/568/news/new-rules-to-hit-bargaining-backhanders 

 

 
PM shuffles Secretarial cards 
PSNews, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The resignations of Gordon de Brouwer and Martin Bowles from their positions as Secretaries of the Environment and Energy and 
of Health, respectively, have prompted a number of leadership changes across the Australian Public Service (APS). Prime 
Minister, Malcolm Turnbull (pictured) said the changes had r inn Pratt being appointed Secretary of the Department of 



the Environment and Energy and Glenys Beauchamp becoming Secretary of the Department of Health. Mr Turnbull said that as a 
result of those appointments, Heather Smith would move from the Department of Communications and the Arts to be Secretary of 
the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/568/news/pm-shuffles-secretarial-cards 
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High-flying roos survey 
Herald Sun, General News, 12/09/17, page 11 

 

Victoria is jumping to count kangaroo populations in a first-of-its-kind survey from the sky. Most of the state, except heavily forested 
East Gippsland, will be scoured to determine the population of eastern grey, western grey and red kangaroos. The low-level aerial 
survey kicked off yesterday and will run until September 30. The results will help the government manage kangaroo populations. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0lz976101087 

 

 
Australians told to eat more kangaroo as population hits double that of humans 
Yahoo! UK & Ireland, Other, 11/09/17, Harriet Pavey 

 

Australians have been told to hunt and eat kangaroos after the population of the marsupial reached double that of humans. New 
data shows the kangaroo population in Australia is close to hitting 50 million, while the human population stands at 24 million. 
Experts are now warning Australians to hunt, eat and cull the native animal or face being overrun by it. The kangaroo population 
has boomed in recent years, rising to 45 million last year from 27 million in 2010, news.com.au reported. The huge rise in kangaroo 
numbers is thought to be due to an abundance of food after high rainfall. David Paton, Associate Professor from the University of 
Adelaide, said communities needed to support kangaroo culling programmes and eat their meat to avoid wasting carcasses. 

 

Also displayed on the BBC online website 

Read Item: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/australians-told-eat-more-kangaroo-133919689.html 

 

 
Logging industry wins battle for review into leadbeater's possum endangered status 
Herald Sun, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Victoria’s faunal emblem will have its critically endangered listing reviewed after a successful push from the logging industry. The 
leadbeater's possum received the highest possible legal protection under national environment law just two years ago. But the 
listing for the rare animal — whose numbers in Victoria’s central highlands are thought to have dropped by 80 per cent since the 
mid-1980s — has hit a hurdle. The Herald Sun can reveal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has directed the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee to fast-track a review of the listing. Industry group Australian Forest Products Association requested 
the possum’s status be reviewed in March, citing evidence the possums had been found across a wider habitat range than 
understood at the time of its listing. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/heraldsun.com.au/2017/09/11/2dda147a-e74d-4997-853a-f7cf593ed3dc.html 

 

 
Culling kangaroos 
ABC Online, Other, 11/09/17 

 



Kangaroos in the Mount Lofty Ranges have reached unsustainable levels according to Associate Professor David Paton, from the 
School of Ecology and Environmental Science at University of Adelaide. He tells David Bevan they must be culled to prevent 
irreversible damage to the environment. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/adelaide/programs/mornings/culling-kangaroos/8892252 

 

 
Protesters put up pink ribbons to campaign for relocation of Epping roos 
Herald Sun, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Pink ribbons have been placed on fences to protest an attempted roo cull in Epping. Australian Society for Kangaroos President 
Nikki Sutterby said the ribbons, placed by community members, were a tribute to the Epping kangaroos and their right to be 
relocated. More than a 100 protesters caused a planned cull of 400 kangaroos between the Hume Freeway and Cooper St to be 
called off last month. The Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources has said the cull was necessary 
because the kangaroos suffered from health conditions due to a lack of feed and were too sick to be relocated. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/heraldsun.com.au/2017/09/11/4c9d81ab-e5c2-4fa4-ae8a-f17825045c12.html 

 

 

2CC, Canberra Live, 11/09/17, Chris Coleman, Pre-recorded interview with John Kelly, Executive Officer, Kangaroo Industry 
Association of Australia, about eating kangaroo meat. Kelly talks about the kangaroo harvest system, which he insists has been 
studied to death and comes to the same conclusion every time that it is sustainable and always will be sustainable. 
 

 

ABC Radio Canberra, Afternoons, 11/09/17, Laura Tchilinguirian, Interview with Sean Dooley, editor, Australian Birdlife 
magazine, about the upcoming Aussie Backyard Bird Count. Dooley says they at Birdlife Australia found that they had a lot of 
information about threatened species but they don't have much information on urban birds. He says the count is a way to try and 
get people to reconnect with nature. He says they've also found that there s a big peak in bird watchers in the 25 to 35 age group. 
He says last year, 181 different species of bird were recorded in the ACT. He says people who want to participate in the count can 
download the Aussie Bird Count app. 
 

 

2DU, Morning Show, 11/09/17, Richard Perno, Perno is joined by Bill Phillips, CEO, RiverSmart Australia Ltd., to talk about the 
Macquarie Marshes Guided tours. Perno says this is the perfect season for exploring the Macquarie Marshes through RiverSmart 
Australia's guided tours. Phillips says there are many versions of the tour and every one is very different from the others. Phillips 
says each tour showcases different flora and fauna, depending on the road conditions, the weather, and the time of day. Phillips 
says those interested must expect a lot of walking because a lot of the sites can't be reached by the buses. Phillips says warm 
temperatures bring the creatures back to life, especially the birds. Perno mentions there are 56 species of reptiles, six to eight 
species of mammals, 15 species of frogs, and 16 species of freshwater fish. Phillips says there are also 240 bird species. Perno 
says Bird Life International has reported that the Macquarie Marshes 2,378 square km 'important bird area'. Phillips says the area 
must be protected because a lot of species that live in the marshes are on the brink of extinction. Phillips mentions the Frog 
Croaker smart phone app, which they use to play with the variety of frog species. Perno says Bird Life has also reported that the 
marshes have supported of all the world's bird population. Perno says those interested may book seats to the tours online and 
through the telephone. 
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The Government wants to jail people who vandalise statues of Captain Cook 
junkee.com, Other, 11/09/17, Tom Clift 

 

The federal government is looking to punish people who vandalise historic statues, by pushing for new penalties that could see 
culprits serve up to seven years in prison. According to The Sunday Telegraph, the Turnbull government has asked the Heritage 
Council to place several statues of Captain James Cook on the National Heritage List. Anyone caught defacing the statues could 
face jail time, as well as fines of up to $88,000. The push comes after a statue of Cook in Sydney’s Hyde Park – which bears a 
plaque controversially declaring that the explorer “discovered this territory” – was spray-painted with the words “change the date” 
and “no pride in genocide” late last month. 

 



Read Item: http://junkee.com/jail-statues-captain-cook/122635 
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target, an affordable energy target," said Mr Pitt, who is Assistant Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment The move is ominous 
given it was the Nationals who led the 2009 insurrection against Mr Turnbull's deal with Kevin Rudd over a carbon pollution 
reduction scheme, which culminated in Mr Turnbull's downfall as opposition leader. The warning comes on the eve of what is 
expected to be a heated meeting in Canberra between AGL Energy chief executive Andy Vesey and Mr Turnbull and Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg. The government wants AGL to agree to sell the Liddell coal-fired power station rather than shut it down 
in 2022. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0cb975685690 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
AGL caught in political no-man's land 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 11/09/17, Jennifer Hewett, page 2 

 

Coalition attacks on Bill Shorten over energy policy have brought about a new name for the Leader of the Opposition. Instead of 
being derided as 'Electricity Bill', he's suddenly become 'Blackout Bill', evidence of the shifting ground rules for the fight Armed with 
the risks of power shortages in the national electricity market, the government is determined to change the terms of the argument 
So instead of promoting his renewables credentials, Malcolm Turnbull is pushing his coal credentials harder. Naturally, he insists 
he is being technology-neutral rather than picking winners. AGL'schief executive Andrew Vesey will beg to differ during his meeting 
with the Prime Minister and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg on Monday. Having decided to promote AGL's greater use of 
renewables in line with what used to be Coalition policy and community sentiment, Vesey now finds AGL is caught in political 
noman's land. He wants to close an aged coal-fired power plant in NSW in 2022 and replace it with a mix of new gas and 
renewable generation. But this no longer suits a new government agenda suddenly promoting prolonging the life of existing coal 
assets as away out of a policy impasse, when the real bill to the public is increasingly obvious. It also feeds into the internal party 
argument over whether the Liberals will approve a modified version of a clean energy target as recommended by the Finkel report 
and as demanded by the power industry to promote investment certainty. The key is that any such target must be one that, at least 
in theory, allows for high-efficiency coal to be included as well as promoting the "transition" to emissions reduction. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gq975685692 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Will policy stability really fix the energy market? 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 11/09/17, Tony Wood, page 39 

 

If the NEM will not respond quickly enough to projected shortfalls, the market design will need to change. Australia needs 
affordable, reliable, secure and sustainable power. Australia needs affordable, reliable, secure and sustainable power. But last 
week the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) warned of imminent shortages and longer-term problems. Governments are 
inclined to intervene even as industry pleads for stable policy. Homes and businesses face a clear and present danger: 
unaffordable and unreliable power and rising greenhouse gas emissions. It's time for cool heads and a pragmatic, planned 
solution. A new Grattan Institute report, Next Generation: the long-term future of the National Electricity Market, describes this 
solution. AEMO's report is written carefully and it needs to be read equally carefully. For example, it identifies heightened risk of 
shortages in 2017-18: in Victoria, a 40 per cent possibility of a shortage of up to 750 megawatts for four to five hours. Yet, this 
would happen only without the actions AEMO and state governments are already taking to avert such a shortage. Some 
commentators missed this caveat AEMO's chief executive, Audrey Zibelman, concluded: "I think we have done enough to get 
through this summer without load shedding." For the following four summers, AEMO recommends the creation of a strategic 
capacity reserve to cover possible emergencies even as demand is likely to remand flat and more intermittent wind and solar 
generation is built to meet the 2020 renewable energy target This is a sensible proposal. […]  AEMO's report on dispatchable 
capacity provides the last piece in the complex jigsaw puzzle of a credible energy and climate change policy. Malcolm Turnbull and 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg have the opportunity, and now the tools, to craft the compelling narrative that the best leaders 
use to unite disparate views and interests. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gq975685694 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Power firms face demand for answers on price-hike bids 



The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Joe Kelly, page 1 

 

Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg has asked the energy regulator to investigate if NSW black-coal generators are artificially 
inflating wholesale electricity prices and ripping off consumers. Mr Frydenberg yesterday wrote to the chair of the Australian 
Energy Regulator, Paula Conboy, requesting she examine 'generator behaviours' that 'may be detrimental to effective competition' 
in the NSW electricity market. The push for a probe follows a report by French energy management giant Schneider Electric, which 
found NSW power generators, including AGL and Origin, were pushing spot power prices up as much as 50 per cent through 
aggressive pricing of inexpensive coal-fired power. "There have been a number of recent media reports suggesting NSW power 
generators are bidding in a manner that is adding costs in the order of $30 to $35 per megawatt hour to spot prices," Mr 
Frydenberg said. "The Australian government is keen Continued on Page 4 Appeal for report on price-hike power bids Continued 
from Page 1 to ensure that, where high wholesale prices do occur, they are justified by legitimate market circumstances and are 
not a result of the inappropriate exercise of market power." Mr Frydenberg wants the findings to be provided to the Council of 
Australian Governments' Energy Council by November. The probe comes after a federal government analysis found wholesale 
prices were 30 per cent higher in Queensland than other states and territories amid allegations state-owned generators Stanwell 
and CS Energy had been "gaming the system". The Coalition has accused the generators of driving up prices to provide greater 
dividends for the Queensland Labor government of Annastacia Palaszczuk to plug budget holes. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gq975685696 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Finally, Coalition gains some traction as 'Blackout Bill' flounders on energy policy 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Graham Richardson, page 1 

 

In Friday's column, I congratulated our Prime Minister for finally working out how to attack Bill Shorten. Over the previous couple of 
weeks, attacks by Malcolm Turnbull, Mathias Cormann and Christopher Pyne on the Opposition Leader as the most left-wing 
person to have ever led Labor flopped utterly and completely. The mob will always work you out and they worked out pretty quickly 
that this was low-grade politics that had no bearing on their lot in life. It has been obvious for months that Labor's chronic weakness 
lay in its total reliance on renewable energy but our PM's own views on climate change for far too long prevented him from 
separating the wood from the trees. Finally, after months of dithering, spurred on by anxious Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg, 
Turnbull relented. Last Thursday Labor was the party of blackouts and that was a good start. Within 24 hours that phrase had 
morphed into the deadly "Blackout Bill". If the PM can make that stick, then he may well be on the road to a political recovery, 
which seemed so improbable just a couple of weeks ago. As Turnbull and his cohorts now use this phrase in every interview, every 
doorstop and every speech, that phrase will inevitably gain traction. The proof will come this summer and, according to that latest 
AEMO report, there will be blackouts in Victoria and South Australia this summer. Other states like NSW and Queensland could 
also suffer on the hottest days. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gq975685698 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Reject Finkel and end subsidies, demand Nats 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Joe Kelly, page 4 

 

The Nationals have sent a message to Malcolm Turnbull to repudiate the central finding of the Finkel review for a clean energy 
target and eliminate subsidies for renewables to maximise the difference with Labor over surging power bills. As the Prime Minister 
comes under growing pressure to make a decision on the target, with Bill Shorten saying its adoption would help avert a forecast 
1000 megawatt shortfall in baseload power by 2022, the Nationals federal conference in Canberra yesterday voted to 'reject the 
Finkel proposed clean energy target of 42 per cent of renewable energy by 2030'. Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce said the motions 
put at the conference - the first in three years - reflected the deep angst in regional communities about the affordability of electricity 
and took aim at the "heroic sort of fantasia" position of the Labor Party on renewable energy. The Nationals' policy shift comes 
ahead of today's meeting between Mr Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg with AGL boss Andy Vesey to discuss the 
future of the company's coal-fired Liddell power station in NSW, due for closure in 2022. With the government aiming to extend its 
life by another five years, Scott Morrison yesterday said he was happy to help ensure that AGL "actually sell Liddell to a 
responsible party, which is what Andy said they were prepared to do when I was in the room". "It's very important we keep Liddell 
open," the Treasurer told the ABC's Insiders. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xy975685700 

Also displayed on The Australian website 



 

 
Temperatures rise over coal clash 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 11/09/17, James Massola and Peter Hannam, page 6 

 

The Turnbull government is piling pressure on electricity company AGL to keep the Liddell coal-fired power station open for five 
more years, ahead of a meeting on Monday designed to thrash out a solution to the political impasse over the future of the plant. 
And junior Coalition partner the Nationals have stepped up their war on renewable energy after they adopted a policy of phasing 
out all subsidies over the next six years at their party conference.\ Former resources minister senator Matt Canavan told the 
conference "the biggest protection racket going around is in our renewable energy sector", in comments that underscore the 
ideological fault lines within the Coalition government over energy policy and the difficulty the government faces in deciding 
whether to adopt a clean energy target. The meeting of Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg and 
AGL chief executive Andy Vesey in Canberra comes after the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) warned last week AGL's 
scheduled closure of Liddell could leave a 1000-megawatt shortfall of baseload power from 2022, potentially destabilising the 
national electricity market and causing blackouts. That warning prompted a war of words between the Turnbull government - which 
has claimed Mr Vesey has given an undertaking to sell the plant - and AGL, which has insisted it has no plans to sell it or keep it 
open. Ahead of the meeting, a highlevel source said the Turnbull government's plans were to keep pressure on Mr Vesey to stick 
to a suggestion he made at a recent meeting of large electricity generators and consider selling the plant to a rival company which 
was willing to keep the plant open. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xy975685702 

Also displayed in the Age 

 

 
Firing up power probe 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 11/09/17, Kylar Loussikian, page 9 

 

The nation's two largest electricity firms will face an inquiry into allegations of price gouging in NSW in a marked escalation of 
hostilities between power providers and the Turnbull government over spiralling household bills. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg 
will today ask the energy sector regulator to audit the bidding practices of AGL and Origin Energy. AGL chief executive Andy 
Vesey is due to meet Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull today to discuss the simmering stoush over the Liddell coal power station in 
the Hunter Valley. The government wants AGL to keep Liddell open until at least 2027, or sell it to a company that will, in a bid to 
stave off the looming threat of rolling blackouts. Mr Frydenberg, who is concerned families and small businesses already struggling 
with skyrocketing energy bills are being ripped off, has asked the Australian Energy Regulator to investigate claims of 
"inappropriate bidding practices" by AGL and Origin. It follows allegations from French energy management firm Schneider Electric 
that AGL is pushing spot power prices up by as much as 50 per cent because of aggressive pricing of low-cost coal-fired power. 
The Daily Telegraph last week revealed AGL is forecast to double its profits between 2015 and 2019 from $630 million to more 
than $1.24 billion. American Mr Vesey, who is on a 457 visa because AGL was apparently unable to find an Australian to do the 
job, earned $6.9 million last year. Treasurer Scott Morrison used some of the strongest language to date by the government in 
suggesting AGL wanted to shut Liddell so power prices would remain high. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xy975685706 

 

 
Audit scrutiny for energy giants 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 11/09/17, page 8 

 

Australia's two largest electricity firms will face a federal probe into allegations of price gouging in NSW in an escalation of 
hostilities between energy giants and the Turnbull government as spiralling bills hit struggling families. Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg will today request the energy sector regulator audit the bidding practices of AGL and Origin Energy, as AGL chief 
executive Andy Vesey meets Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to discuss the stoush over the future of the Liddell coal power 
station in NSW.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xy975685708 

 

 
Joyce not a cheap date as Nationals rattle tin 



West Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Sarah Martin, page 15 

 

Forget Tinder - if you want a date with Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, you just need to open your wallet and stump up 
thousands of dollars in cash. As the party faces the potential of a hotly contested by-election in New England this year, the 
Nationals used this weekend's annual conference to run a corporate "speed dating" event, charging up to $8000 for every person 
wanting to spend time with its Federal MPs and senators. The under-siege Nationals leader, who faces a High Court ruling on his 
eligibility for Parliament next month, headlined the cash-for-access day that was also attended by the party's eight other ministers, 
three of whom are in Cabinet. Former resources minister Matt Canavan, who has stood aside from his ministerial duties because 
of the dual citizenship saga sweeping Federal Parliament, also took part in the dating day as corporates from a range of industries 
took turns to lobby parliamentarians in short oneon-one sessions. One attendee said some organisations bought multiple tickets to 
ensure their corporate message was given many times over to the party's most influential representatives in Canberra. A Nationals 
insider said the regular event was not linked to a looming by-election in New England, which would be funded by the seat's local 
electorate council, but conceded there were fears within the party that a campaign in the seat would substantially deplete 
resources. […]  However, Environment Minister and Liberal MP Josh Frydenberg, who is attempting to land a new energy policy 
that will have the support of conservatives, rejected that. "They're not just a short-term sugar hit - they are an important part of the 
energy mix," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bo975685710 

 

 
Scott Morrison accuses Andy Vesey of 'talking down' the viability of Liddell 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 10/09/17, Phillip Coorey 

 

Treasurer Scott Morrison ramped up the pressure on AGL chief executive officer Andy Vesey to agree to sell the Liddell coal-fired 
power station rather than shut it down in 2022. Mr Vesey will meet Monday with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg. AGL does not want to sell Liddell but redevelop it into a clean energy hub which, the company says, will 
replace the 1000 megawatts in lost baseload generation caused by the Liddel closure. Mr Morrison said AGL was talking its own 
book by saying it would cost $840 million to remediate its plants. meaning no-one will want to buy it. Mr Morrison said "those who 
are trying to shut Liddell have a vested interest in talking down what the viability of it might be". "It doesn't surprise me that a big 
energy company wants to see a big source of supply go out of the market. I mean, that drives prices up, and that benefits energy 
companies." He said if the government had taken the same approach to Arrium Steel in Whyalla rather than secure a buyer to 
keep the company operating "people would be out of work and that would be the outcome of what (Labor member for Hunter) Joel 
(Fitzgibbon) and the Labor Party and Bill Shorten is doing in the Hunter Valley. Mr Shorten told the government to stop blaming 
everyone else and fix the mess. "Australians have had a gutful of Malcolm blaming everyone else. He's the prime minister, the 
Liberals have been in government for four years now," he said. "This is an energy crisis happening right now – not in 2022. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/09/10/00ab668d-7b2e-4cff-9d5a-2e179d5ebf44.html 

 

 
Renewables are no 'short term sugar hit', Josh Frydenberg says 
The Australian, Other, 10/09/17, Primrose Riordan 

 

Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg has slapped down a criticism of renewables by Coalition colleague and former 
resources minister Matt Canavan, who described them as a 'short term sugar hit'. Mr Frydenberg has also hit out at Labor for being 
“in a bind” over whether to support keeping coal-fired power stations after their planned closure to meet a shortfall in power 
generation. “(Opposition Leader Bill Shorten’s) energy spokesman (Mark Butler) has been in a series of excruciating interviews, at 
each time not being able to answer the question do they support the continuation of existing coal fired power stations,” Mr 
Frydenberg told Sky News. At a Nationals conference in Canberra this weekend, attendees voted up a motion to eliminate 
subsidies for renewable energy. Under the motion, subsidies to renewables would be frozen for a year, then would be phased out 
completely over five years. Mr Canavan told the conference that when it came to jobs, renewables were “just a short term sugar 
hit”. “We’ve taken all the subsidies away from our farming sector and now the biggest protection racket going around is in our 
renewable energy sector,” Mr Canavan said. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/10/8288e713-71f1-4124-a91a-4402d158e386.html 

 

 
Energy committee head says Lidell station 'about stuffed' and loan mechanism needed 
Guardian Australia, Other, 11/09/17, Katharine Murphy political editor 



 

The chairman of federal parliament's environment and energy committee says a fresh approach is needed on energy policy, 
including a new federal loan mechanism to upgrade the coal fleet and a “lock in” mechanism for the clean energy target. Ahead of 
a much telegraphed meeting in Canberra on Monday between the Turnbull government and the head of AGL, Andy Vesey, about 
extending the operating life of the Liddell power station, the Nationals MP Andrew Broad told Guardian Australia he believed the 
ageing New South Wales plant was “about stuffed”. Broad is the chairman of parliament’s multi-partisan standing committee on 
environment and energy, and that committee has been pursuing an extensive inquiry into modernising Australia’s electricity grid, 
which will report soon. Broad said rather than pursuing a piecemeal approach, the key development required to lower power prices 
for consumers was certainty and that could be achieved by implementing a consistent energy policy that could survive multiple 
parliaments. “If you are going to attract investment, then you have to create certainty,” he said.  

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/sep/11/energy-committee-head-says-lidell-station-about-
stuffed-and-loan-mechanism-needed 

 

 
AGL boss in Canberra for power chat 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

AGL CEO Andrew Vesey will meet the prime minister and energy minister on Monday .The federal government will try again to 
convince AGL boss Andy Vesey to keep one of the energy company's coal-fired power stations operating. Mr Vesey will be in 
Canberra on Monday for the meeting with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. The government 
wants AGL to keep its Liddell power station in NSW online beyond 2022 - or sell it - after the energy market operator said it needed 
to stay open for the stability of the electricity system. "The reality is AGL relies heavily on coal ... AGL get about 85 per cent of their 
power generation from coal," Mr Frydenberg told Sky News on Sunday. Mr Vesey has previously said AGL is getting out of coal 
and Liddell would close in five years time when its operating life ends. The company said they had advised its closure in April 2015 
to avoid the volatility created by the sudden exit from the National Electricity Market of other coal-fired power stations. "Keeping old 
coal plants open won't deliver the reliable, affordable energy our customers need," he tweeted last week. Opposition Leader Bill 
Shorten accused Mr Turnbull of trying to shift the blame for the country's energy problem. "We are in the midst of an energy crisis 
and it's inconceivable Malcolm Turnbull is refusing to pull the gas export control trigger," he said in a statement. Mr Shorten said Mr 
Turnbull's government has had four years to come up with a solution and the buck stopped with him. "If he doesn't fix this crisis as 
he's promised, Australians will have every right to blame Malcolm Turnbull for each and every blackout this summer." 

 

Read Item: https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/37032967/agl-boss-in-canberra-for-power-chat/ 

Also displayed on the World News Australia, Yahoo! Prime7 and GWN7 - Yahoo!7 websites 

 

 
AGL rely heavily on coal: Frydenberg 
Sky News Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg is putting the pressure on electricity distributor AGL over its planned closure of the Liddell, saying 
its operation relies heavily on coal whatever marketing strategy it tries to put forward. Mr Frydenberg and Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull are due to meet AGL on Monday to persuade it to keep open its Liddell power station beyond 2022 - or sell it - after the 
energy regulator said it needs to stay open for the stability of the electricity system. 'The reality is AGL relies heavily on coal ... AGL 
get about 85 per cent of their power generation from coal,' Mr Frydenberg told Sky News on Sunday, noting its Bayswater coal-
fired power station is not scheduled to close until 2035 and Loy Yang will be in business until the 2040s. Liberal MP Craig Kelly 
spoke to Sky News arguing that the potential closure of Liddell Power Station is a 'very serious event.' Mr Kelly stressed 'if AGL 
was acting in the best interest of their shareholders, Liddell Power station would be put on the market for competitors to buy.' He 
argued that it could be seen that AGL were 'in breach of our competition laws.' 'If Liddell comes out of the market we have a 
serious issue of high priced electricity, and a real risk of blackouts in NSW'. 'We have to use every endeavour we have as 
government and the first thing is to look at competition laws.' 

 

Read Item: http://www.skynews.com.au/news/politics/federal/2017/09/11/agl-rely-heavily-on-coal--frydenberg.html 

 

 
Turnbull is going head-to-head with two major NSW electricity providers 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 



The nation's two largest electricity firms will face an inquiry into allegations of price gouging in NSW in a marked escalation of 
hostilities between power providers and the Turnbull government over spiralling household bills. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg 
will today ask the energy sector regulator to audit the bidding practices of AGL and Origin Energy. AGL chief executive Andy 
Vesey is due to meet Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull today to discuss the simmering stoush over the Liddell coal power station in 
the Hunter Valley. The government wants AGL to keep Liddell open until at least 2027, or sell it to a company that will, in a bid to 
stave off the looming threat of rolling blackouts. Mr Frydenberg, who is concerned families and small businesses already struggling 
with skyrocketing energy bills are being ripped off, has asked the Australian Energy Regulator to investigate claims of 
“inappropriate bidding practices” by AGL and Origin. It follows allegations from French energy management firm Schneider Electric 
that AGL is pushing spot power prices up by as much as 50 per cent because of aggressive pricing of low-cost coal-fired power. 
The Daily Telegraph last week revealed AGL is forecast to double its profits between 2015 and 2019 from $630 million to more 
than $1.24 billion. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/10/8752b5d3-9d43-4349-9644-a8369c3135b7.html 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail and Perth Now websites 

 

 
Government pressures AGL heavily on coal 
TheBull.com.au, Other, 10/09/17 

 

The Turnbull government is piling pressure on AGL over its planned closure of the Liddell power station, saying its operation relies 
heavily on coal whatever marketing strategy it tries to put forward. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg will meet the energy company's boss on Monday to persuade it to keep open its Liddell power station beyond 2022 - or 
sell it - after the market operator said it needs to stay open for the stability of the electricity system. "The reality is AGL relies 
heavily on coal ... AGL get about 85 per cent of their power generation from coal," Mr Frydenberg told Sky News on Sunday. He 
noted its Bayswater coal-fired power station - which neighbours Liddell - was not scheduled to close until 2035 and Loy Yang 
would be in business until the 2040s. Liddell is the oldest power station still running in Australia, and in 2022 it will be 50 years old, 
which widely regarded as its expected life span. AGL's marketing campaign says "starting in 2022 and ending by 2050, we are 
getting out of coal" and the campaign talks up the billions it's spending on new generation of other forms. It has been parodied by 
environmental groups who want the company to act faster. Treasurer Scott Morrison said it seemed "those who are trying to shut 
Liddell" had a vested interest in talking down its viability. "The way AGL has been talking it sounds like it's worthless and maybe 
they are going to be selling it for nothing," he told ABC TV. "It doesn't surprise me that a big energy company wants to see a big 
source of supply go out of the market ... That drives prices up and that benefits energy companies." Mr Frydenberg said if the 
government failed to convince AGL to sell Liddell or extend its life, "we'll continue to press the public case, both with the energy 
companies and in the parliament". 

 

Read Item: http://www.thebull.com.au/articles/a/69449-government-pressures-agl-heavily-on-coal.html 

Also displayed on the Australian Associated Press, The Conversation, Brisbane Times, Yahoo! Prime7, World News 
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Josh Frydenberg hits back after Nationals describe renewables as 'a short-term sugar hit' 
Guardian Australia, Other, 10/09/17, Katharine Murphy  

                                                                                                                                  

The energy minister, Josh Frydenberg, has stared down criticism of renewable energy from Nationals MPs as the Turnbull 
government continues to heap public pressure on AGL about the future of the Liddell power station. Frydenberg on Sunday used 
an interview on Sky News to smack down comments by the former resources minister Matt Canavan characterising renewables as 
a short-term sugar hit. A motion passed by Nationals at their weekend federal conference called for subsidies for renewables to be 
phased out within five years. But the energy minister said renewables were not a “short-term sugar hit”. Renewables, he said, were 
an important long-term contributor to Australia’s energy mix. “Renewables are coming down significantly in price and their storage 
technologies are coming down year by year so renewables play an important part of the energy mix,” Frydenberg said. After days 
of public strong-arming, the government will meet on Monday with the AGL chief, Andy Vesey, to discuss the future of the Liddell 
coal-fired power plant in New South Wales. AGL wants to shut down that plant in 2022. The Turnbull government wants to extend 
its life for an additional five years. The government says Vesey has signalled privately he is prepared to sell Liddell to a responsible 
owner. On the ABC’s Insiders program on Sunday, the treasurer, Scott Morrison, continued the efforts to pressure AGL. He said 
people trying to shut down the ageing power plant had “a vested interest in talking down what the viability of it might be”. He 
suggested AGL was acting in a self-interested fashion. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/sep/10/josh-frydenberg-hits-back-after-nationals-describe-
renewables-as-a-short-term-sugar-hit 



 

 
Government urges AGL to extend life of coal-fired Liddell plant 
Brisbane Times, Other, 10/09/17, Tracy Withers 

 

The federal government is keeping the pressure on AGL to extend the life of its Liddell coal-fired power station.  Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg and Treasurer Scott Morrison separately reiterated on Sunday the importance of the Liddell plant continuing to 
operate past 2022, when the Sydney-based company has said it will close. The government is scheduled to meet AGL Chief 
Executive Officer Andy Vesey on Monday to discuss options. "We have five years to continue the life of that station or ensure there 
is no supply shortage – that is what we are going to investigate tomorrow," Frydenberg told Sky News Australia. "AGL needs to act 
in the public interest and that is ensuring there is no shortfall when Liddell closes." The government is responding to reports that 
called for states to have in place reliable thermal electricity generation to provide security of supply if weather-dependent hydro 
plants or wind farms are unable to meet demand. Frydenberg says coal-fired stations provide base-load power and would help 
avoid power blackouts that have blighted states like South Australia when thermal plants have been shuttered. "It is unbelievable 
that we are going into this summer and people are concerned about whether the lights will stay on," he said. "We need to take out 
that insurance by keeping our existing coal fleet going." Frydenberg said coal will be an important part of the electricity generation 
mix "for years and years to come" and that the interests of the system would be best served by keeping Liddell open. If AGL 
doesn't want to do that, others might, he said. 

 

Read Item: https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/business/government-urges-agl-to-extend-life-of-coalfired-liddell-plant-
20170910-gyedtx.html 

Also displayed on the Canberra Times, WA Today, Sydney Morning Herald and The Age websites 

 

 
AGL rely heavily on coal: Frydenberg 
The Australian, Other, 10/09/17 

 

[Video] Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says AGL energy relies heavily on coal despite its marketing strategy.  

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/10/7c64617c-26cb-4376-a080-40821674eefb.html 

 

 

AGL rely heavily on coal: Frydenberg 
Sky News Australia, Other, 10/09/17 

 

Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg is putting the pressure on electricity distributor AGL over its planned closure of 0the Liddell, 
saying its operation relies heavily on coal whatever marketing strategy it tries to put forward. Mr Frydenberg and Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull are due to meet AGL on Monday to persuade it to keep open its Liddell power station beyond 2022 - or sell it - 
after the energy regulator said it needs to stay open for the stability of the electricity system. 'The reality is AGL relies heavily on 
coal ... AGL get about 85 per cent of their power generation from coal,' Mr Frydenberg told Sky News on Sunday, noting its 
Bayswater coal-fired power station is not scheduled to close until 2035 and Loy Yang will be in business until the 2040s. Liberal 
MP Craig Kelly spoke to Sky News arguing that the potential closure of Liddell Power Station is a 'very serious event.' Mr Kelly 
stressed 'if AGL was acting in the best interest of their shareholders, Liddell Power station would be put on the market for 
competitors to buy.' He argued that it could be seen that AGL were 'in breach of our competition laws.' 'If Liddell comes out of the 
market we have a serious issue of high priced electricity, and a real risk of black outs in NSW. 'We have to use every endeavour 
we have as government and the first thing is to look at competition laws.' 'We have to make AGL aware that the ACCC can look at 
this if they act in an anti-competitive manner.' 

 

Read Item: http://www.skynews.com.au/news/politics/federal/2017/09/10/agl-rely-heavily-on-coal--frydenberg.html 

Also displayed on the Yahoo! Prime7, GWN7 - Yahoo!7, World News Australia and Yahoo! News Australia websites 

 

 

Sky News Live, Sunday Agenda, 10/09/17, Peter van Onselen, Interview with Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for 
Environment and Energy. Van Onselen told Frydenberg he saw comments from the Prime Minister blaming Bill Shorten for the 
energy crisis Australia is currently facing. He then asks Frydenberg the number of years the Coalition have to be in Government 
before he takes responsibility for the policy settings of which he has overseen for four years, including the energy space. 
Frydenberg says they are fixing up 'Labor's mess' where electricity prices increased by more than 100% when they were in office 



because of the carbon tax which they abolished, and also because of the gold plating of the poles and wires. He says they are now 
taking steps that the Labor party did when they were in Government. He says of the steps is to abolish the ability of the poles and 
wires companies to gain the system. Frydenberg says they have also won significant concessions from the retail companies to 
drive a better deal for consumers. He says they have put in place the export restrictions on gas and now it is starting to have an 
impact with announcements in recent days. Frydenberg tells Van Onselen that PM Malcolm Turnbull is now stepping into the 
bridge left by Labor by putting an emphasis on storage, which is not just Snowy 2.0, but also a range of other on-going projects for 
Australia. He explains they have recognised that there is an energy transition taking place, so they have to manage the transition, 
and storage and back-up power is critical for it. Van Onselen asks Frydenberg if he agrees with the motions that was carried at the 
National Party's federal conference calling for a phasing out over the next five years of subsidies for renewables. Frydenberg says 
their policy is very clear that it is an all of the above strategy. He says they recognise that Australia needs thermal generation more 
than coal and gas, but also there is an important place for renewables. Van Onselen quotes Canavan where he said the biggest 
protection gig around is in the renewable energy sector. Frydenberg says the energy sector should be shed some light, particularly 
in the level of competition and some of the practices of the companies in question. He says they have tasked the ACCC to 
undertake a significant review into the sector and its practices. He tells Van Onselen there are practices that are not in the best 
interest of the consumers. He mentions QLD as a good example. Frydenberg says they forced the QLD Government to give a 
direction to the QLD generators and now QLD consumers are starting to see the benefit of fully wholesale electricity prices. When 
asked how confident he is that the Government can extend the life of the Liddell power station, Frydenberg says Bill Shorten is 
entitled to his opinions, but not to his facts. The Energy Minister says they have just received a significant report from the 
Australian Energy market operator which has reinforced the need to keep coal going and the need to have sufficient power in the 
system. He says the shortfall in the market are highlighted. Frydenberg says in terms of Liddell sitting down with AGL tomorrow, 
they are looking forward to constructive discussions with them. He says AGL has 85% of their power generation are from coal and 
they have other two big coal-fired power stations which are not scheduled to close until 2035. He says AGL relies heavily on coal. 
Van Onselen asks why they are just taking care of the issue now when Frydenberg is already halfway through his term. 
Frydenberg says they just received the report last week. He says with Liddell still has five years before it closes, they have plenty 
of time to work through the options. He says with the technology and the costs that are available to the Aussies and the industry, 
coal is an important part of the energy mix for years to come. He mentions the Labor party has a 45% emissions reduction target 
which is beyond what the coalition agreed at in Paris. Frydenberg says renewables are coming down significantly in price and their 
storage technologies are improving year by year. He says renewables are not just a short-term sugar hit. He says the Labor's 
policy of calling for the Liddell Power station's closure will lead to higher prices and to a less stable system in both SA and VIC. 
Kelly asks Frydenberg if he supports the concept of a clean energy target. Frydenberg they are considering the target on its merits, 
understanding its implications for both price and stability of the system. He says the latest report they received from the ACCC are 
complimentary to Dr Finkel's clean energy target proposal. Frydenberg says Bill Shorten should be celebrating the efforts of the 
Commonwealth in putting pressure on the gas companies to put more supplies to the domestic market. He says the Labor party, 
when they are in office, that ignored the warnings of the energy market operator and deemed their own energy white paper by not 
putting in place restrictions or mechanisms or plans to ensure sufficient domestic gas for the market when they are starting to 
export more from Gladstone. Kelly asks the Energy Minister how they will get the need in the energy sector when they got the 
Government and Opposition engaged in a political battle about the policy regime which mean there is an on-going permanent risk 
when it comes to such investment. Frydenberg says they have been seeing record amounts of investment in renewables as they 
have gone unsubstantially to the point that $7b worth of investment is underway. Van Onselen asks him again why the issue is 
getting notice jot now. Frydenberg repeats, they just received the report last week. Van Onselen tells Frydenberg that WA 
explorers have been given a boost last weekend when the Prime Minister announced to bring back a version of what was scrapped 
in the May budget around exploration incentives and rebates. He says it is contradictory. Kelly mentions Frydenberg being a 
Captain Cook initiative, he asks what Frydenberg is doing and why. Frydenberg says defacing history shoudn't be allowed. It can 
be debated, he says, but history should be preserved. Frydenberg says he went to sort the advise of David Kemp to protect the 
statues and monuments. He says they have also announced today that they are listing as the 112th site on the National Heritage 
List. Van Onselen reports the ban for Burqa was just defeated 55-51, he then asks Frydenberg what he thinks of this. Frydenberg 
says he does not support banning the burqa and people need to be tolerant of all faith. He does say the burqa is a confronting 
piece of clothing. 

 

 

ABC, Insiders, 10/09/17, Andrew Probyn, Probyn says the Government this week dodged a bullet on the postal survey with the 
High Court ruling it will go ahead. Probyn says if the survey returns a strong 'yes' vote this will be even better news for the PM who 
is anxious to be rid of the issue and keep his focus on energy prices and reliability. Probyn plays a video report which discusses 
the Australian Energy Market Operators [AEMO] report and includes a clip of an AGL advert saying they are getting out of coal. 
Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says the report confirms the concerns about pricing reliability that 
comes from the accelerated closure of coal-fired power stations. 

 
 

ABC, Insiders, 10/09/17, Andrew Probyn, Probyn plays a clip about Turnbull's pursuit on the energy charges. Malcolm Turnbull is 
joined by Josh Frydenberg to report about the energy market report. The clip shows that the PM changed his opinion about the 
coal all of a sudden after the AGL's CEO's statement. 

 

 

Sky News Live, Outsiders, 10/09/17, Ross Cameron, Mark Latham and Rowan Dean, Interview with Giles Auty, The Spectator 
Australia. Cameron plays an excerpt of his speech to the House of Representatives talking about Auty. Dean says AGL has 



discovered that they can make more money out of demonising coal even though they're the biggest benefactor of the coal market 
themselves. He says AGL is full of lefties. He says there's Skye Larris who tweets about getting out of a coal. He says Larris was 
formerly working for GetUp! and Labor's Tony Burke. Cameron says he's very close to calling the chief executive of AGL an 
'Australian traitor'. He says AGL is shutting down Liddell to make their biomass, solar and geothermal energies more valuable on 
the spot price of energy. He calls renewable energy tax wasteful and expensive. He says it's out of the Paris Agreement sponsored 
by the Federal Coalition, the Australian Labor Party, the Australian Greens and the CEO of AGL. Auty says he talked to Heaven 
and Earth author Ian Plimer. He says he's totally convinced that the whole climate change issue has been beaten up beyond the 
facts. Cameron talks about the solar farms being constructed. He says the Chinese are providing many of the panels. He says it's 
the kind of 'ideological gouging' of taxpayers. He says Josh Frydenberg has entirely sold out like the CEO of AGL. He says if 
[Prime Minister] Malcolm Turnbull and the Federal Coalition are embracing a Clean Energy Target then they're embracing a motive 
to increase the price of electricity for Australians. Dean says the Renewable Energy Target must go. He says the climate change 
hoax must come to an end. He says it's not Tony Abbott's fault as the ABC tells you [cont]. 

 
 

Sky News Live, Sunday Live with Janine Perrett, 10/09/17, Janine Perrett, Continuing Panel Discussion with Simon Breheny, 
IPA; Nick Dyrenfurth, John Curtin Research Centre; and Jeremy Sammut, The Centre for Independent Studies. Perrett mentions 
about the National Party's conference that talked about backing out from the subsidies of renewable energy. Perrett plays a clip of 
Matt Canavan, Nationals MP discussing his stance against the renewables. She then plays a clip of Josh Frydenberg, Energy 
Minister calling on Canavan's stance on renewables. Breheny says Canavan is right on the issue, while Frydenberg is wrong. He 
exclaims the Coalition for both political parties should abolish the rate. Dyrenfurth says the exchange between two Coalitions is 
interesting. Sammut asserts Canavan is saying there is no guarantee that there will be cheap and reliable. [cont] 

 
 

Channel 7, Seven News (Weekend), 10/09/17, Mark Ferguson, The Federal Government is split over the country's energy crisis. 
The National Party voted not to have a clean energy target, which was a major recommendation of a high-level review by chief 
scientist Alan Finkel. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says the clean energy target needs to be 
considered on its merits. It now poses a problem for the Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to secure the country's baseload power 
supplies. Meanwhile, Turnbull is set to meet AGL's chief tomorrow. 

 
 

Channel 7, Seven News (Weekend), 10/09/17, Blake Johnson, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull is under fire for posting a photo 
of himself watching the Sydney-Essendon final while nursing his granddaughter and drinking a beer. Meanwhile, there's a potential 
rift with the government's Coalition partner, after the Nationals voted against setting a clean energy target, which is among the 50 
recommendations from chief scientist Alan Finkel. A clean energy target, the only one the Turnbull Government is yet to endorse, 
would reward low emissions generators. Josh Frydenberg  Energy and Environment Minister, says the clean energy target will be 
considered on its merits. Former Prime Minister Tony Abbott has argued it would be a tax on coal. Turnbull will meet with AGL's 
chief tomorrow, as the Government continues to settle energy policy this year. Meanwhile, the Nationals have voted against 
adopting a burqa ban as policy. 

 
 

Channel 9, Channel Nine News (Sunday), 10/09/17, Alicia Loxley, The National Party warns its Coalition partners about a clean 
energy target and renewables, as the former rejects a push to ban face coverings like the burqa with Leader Barnaby Joyce voting 
against it. This comes as senior minister pressured AGL to sell the Liddell Power Station rather than shut it down ahead of Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull's meeting with the company tomorrow. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, 
says AGL needs to act in the public interest. 

 
 

NBN Tamworth, NBN News (Sunday), 10/09/17, Jane Goldsmith, The power struggle over energy is heating up, with the 
National Party firing a warning shot to its Coalition partners about a clean energy target and renewables. Josh Frydenberg, Federal 
Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL needs to act in the public interest. Meanwhile, the Nationals have rejected a push 
to ban face coverings like the burqa. 

 
 

Channel 9, National Nine News (Sunday), 10/09/17, Rob Kelvin, The push to ban the burqa in Australia has been battered down 
with the National Party rejecting the motion at its annual conference. Qld MP George Christensen has been driving the move to 
outlaw the cover ups but was outvoted, 55 to 51. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce has spoken against the ban, saying 
Australia's trade relationships with Islamic countries would be harmed. The Liberals are divided over a policy that the Nationals 
fired a warning to their Coalition partners with a motion opposing a clean energy target and subsidising renewables. It came as 
senior ministers pressured AGL to sell rather than shut down the Liddell Power Station ahead of Malcolm Turnbull's meeting with 
the company tomorrow. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, says AGL needs to act in the public 
interest. 
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SBS, World News Australia (Sunday), 10/09/17, Lee Lin Chin, The Liberal's junior partners in Government are sounding a 
warning over a clean energy target. The Nationals today voted against the introduction of the controversial target recommended by 
Australian chief scientist Alan Finkel at their annual conference. As the Government develops its clean energy policy, it is also 
putting pressure on the owners of a coal-fired power plant to extend its life. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and 
Energy, says that the clean energy target will be considered on its merits. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce said in the past he 
would support a clean energy target if it allowed for new coal-fired power stations. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull will meet with 
the operators of the Liddell power plant from the AGL next week. The coal-fired generator is due to close in 2022. Meanwhile, the 
Nationals have also voted against adopting a burqa ban policy, which was moved by North Qld MP George Christensen. 

 
 

Sky News Live, Karvelas, 10/09/17, Patricia Karvelas, Regular Segment: The Issue with Ben Oquist, Executive Director, The 
Australia Institute, and Peter Strong, CEO, Council of Small Business of Australia.  Karvelas says Finance Minister Mathias 
Cormann has launched a blistering attack on Opposition Leader Bill Shorten's economic policies, likening them to communist East 
Germany's. Strong says the small business industry is worried about where the policies are heading because of the three big 
unions in Australia, the TWU, the CFMEU, and the SDA. He says Senator Doug Cameron stated in the Senate they want the Fair 
Work Ombudsman to be removed and replaced by the unions. Oquist notes much wage growth has not been seen in Australia, 
while there has been a big decline in union memberships. He says at a time when the wage growth is at record-lows, there was a 
discussion on the need for an increased union involvement. He mentions Australia is the sixth low taxing country in the OECD. He 
says Australia could have had $29b more if only the country had the same tax to GDP ratio as Former Prime Minister John Howard 
had in his last Budget. He says while the Liberal is fond is saying Bill Shorten is the most left-wing alternative Opposition Leader 
ever, they themselves used to have a left-wing Budget. Karvelas says Treasurer Scott Morrison today stated workers should go 
and ask their bosses if they want higher wages. Strong says the unions have been part of the problem, citing the SDA negotiated 
'terrible' wages for its members, obliging them to work an extra 10 hours during the week to make up for the loss of Sunday penalty 
rates. He says an OECD survey last year showed out of 35 countries, Australia has the fifth lowest confidence in the unions. He 
says unions need to look at themselves the same as what big businesses do. Oquist says the low wages have been the problem 
for the Australian economy. He says Morrison is playing the 'old trickle-down economic orthodoxy'. He notes Australia has an 
oligopolistic business sector. Strong argues the unions are not the place people should ask for a pay rise, citing worker Penny 
Vickers took on Coles and the SDA because her wage went backward. Karvelas notes Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are due to meet the AGL this week to persuade them to keep the Liddell Power Station open. 
Oquist argues the Liddell Power Station, which is being pushed by the Government to be kept open beyond 2022, operates at a full 
capacity less than 1% of the year, pointing out it is old and dirty. He adds the power station was not operating at its full capacity 
during the blackouts on February 10. He says there is a base-led problem is missing in the debate. He says the Prime Minister 
could have been leading a debate on demand management and response if he is only into innovation and agility. He says ARENA 
and AEMA are not looking at the political leadership from Turnbull on the issue. Strong admits his member are not confident when 
it comes to power prices. He says the backbench of the Liberal Party needs to shut up and go away and let things happen. 
Karvelas wonders if the small business sector is active in the debate around the same-sex marriage postal survey. Oquist says 
there is a concern about young people not knowing how to vote on the survey. Strong says he thinks the small business 
community would say it is ridiculous Australia is doing such postal survey. 

 
 

Sky News Live, Karvelas, 10/09/17, Patricia Karvelas, Interview with Tony Burke, Shadow Minister for Environment and Water, 
Shadow Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Australia, Shadow Minister for the Arts. Karvelas says Federal Minister for 
Financial Services Kelly O'Dwyer stated on the program earlier the anti-discrimination laws and electoral protections in place are 
enough in the lead up to the same sex marriage postal survey. Burke says one of the reasons why the Labor Party did not want 
the postal survey to go ahead is because they believe it would cause a significant increase in hateful materials that impact people, 
especially young Aussies. Karvelas says she spoke with Tim Wilson MP, who is one of the prominent campaigners for the yes vote 
in the Coalition, and told her a piece of legislation for truth and advertising cannot be passed. Burke notes he and Wilson disagree 
on other issues relating to laws around hate speech. Karvelas notes Labor hit hard on Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce last 
week. Burke says Labor had to build up to Joyce being the Acting Prime Minister last week. He says Labor believes Joyce should 
stand aside yet Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull promoted him. He says there cannot be a discussion about the energy crisis 
without wondering why the Government has not used its powers with respect to the gas trigger to provide downward pressure on 
prices. He says the Government refused to answer on whether they sorted some advice for any possible legal risk if they are to 
allow Joyce to make a decision on the issue around energy instead of Minister Matt Canavan, who was stood aside. He says one 
of the delays in action on energy prices is Joyce himself. Karvelas says Turnbull has blamed Labor for the energy crisis and took 
aim at SA for closing coal-fired power stations and Vic for not allowing gas exploration for development. Burke admits there are 
different moments in the discussion where both sides of politics can be blamed. He notes Labor did not take a clean energy target 
in the last election but rather an emissions intensity scheme. He says the party believes there needs to be a bipartisan approach 
that allows for investment into battery storage, gas, and renewables. Karvelas mentions Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg will be meeting tomorrow to discuss extending the life of the Liddell Power Station. Burke says the date of closure of 
2022 for the power station is not the date Labor has come up with. He says the fate of the Liddell Power Station is up to the 
market. 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
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Heritage 
 
 

Captain Cook crackdown: Vandals who deface Sydney statues will face seven years in jail as part of tough new laws to 
protect historic monuments 
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 10/09/17, Stephen Johnson  

 

Political activists who deface statues of Captain Cook face seven years in jail or an $88,000 fine under a federal government 
crackdown to protect Australia's heritage. The Turnbull Government is placing statues that are more than 100 years old on the 
National Heritage List following a series of graffiti attacks on Sydney monuments two weeks ago. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
said vandals should not be allowed to 'rewrite or tear down our history'. 'Australian history contains many painful chapters — 
particularly for indigenous Australians — but a free society debates its past, it does not deny it. It builds new monuments as it 
preserves old ones,' he told The Sunday Telegraph. His intervention comes two weeks after a statue of Captain James Cook in 
Hyde Park was defaced with the phrase, 'No Pride in Genocide' to protest against a plaque which says the British naval explorer 
discovered the east coast of Australia in 1770. Another statute of Governor Lachlan Macquarie was spray painted with, 'Change 
the Date', to protest against Australia Day being held on January 26 to mark the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788  Graffiti vandals 
also sprayed the words 'Bow Down' on a statue of Queen Victoria.  […]  Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg  will ask the 
Heritage Council advise the government on including other historic statutes on the National Heritage List.  

 

Read Item: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4869110/Captain-Cook-statue-vandals-face-seven-years-jail.html 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Other 
 
 
 

Twitter, General News, 10/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Up next on #SundayAgenda on @SkyNewsAust with @vanOnselenP 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/906646274748719104 
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Antarctica 
 
 

New climate about CSIRO 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 11/09/17, Alex Luttrell, page 7 

 

The CSIRO's Hobart-based Oceans and Atmosphere Department is experiencing growth after significant job cuts last year, new 
director Tony Worby says. Dr Worby has started as director of Hobart's Oceans and Atmosphere, which he conceded was under 
siege last year due to a Federal Budget cut that resulted in the loss of 10 jobs. However, he said Hobart's office had already 
employed or was in the process of employing 21 staff - half of whom were with the national Climate Change Centre. The centre 
was established to employ 40 scientists in light of the cuts. "We went through some pain but the Climate Science Centre is 
recruiting new staff in decadal forecasting," he said. Dr Worby comes to the role after stints at the Australian Antarctic Division and 
the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems Co-operative Research Centre. "There's a vast array of domestic and international issues 
around environmental sustainability, around climate and climate change, and around how we use our oceans and atmosphere," he 
said. "The climate centre is focused on developing the next generation of climate models to understand what might change in the 
future." Dr Worby said a key issue for him was Antarctica. "One of the really hot topics is what's happening to the ice shelves that 
fringe Antarctica," he said. " Another field he will continue with is CSIRO's fisheries research into fish stocks, which enables the 
setting of catch limits for recreational and commercial fishers. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sw975685712 

 
 
 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
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ARENA to bring big names together 
executivecareer.net.au, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Electricity retailers and tech companies are joining forces for an ARENA program to help avoid blackouts this summer. The 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) scheme is offering large groups of households or businesses incentives to cut 
their electricity usage when the grid is under stress. ARENA business development manager Phil Cohn said the funding body had 
started examining proposed projects under the scheme. “We're going through our assessment and contracting process at the 
moment with the successful projects,” he said. “We got a wide range of energy retailers come in the door, from energy retailers 
through to new technology start-ups that are looking to utilise things in people's homes to control appliances and help manage 
energy use.” Experts warn there is a high chance of blackouts this summer, especially after the closure of sites like Victoria’s 
Hazelwood Power Station. Successful projects in the ARENA scheme should be announced in October and be running by 
December, so savings can be achieved in summer. The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) announced its Demand 
Response trial program in May, where it will be rolled out in New South Wales (where the State Government is contributing funds), 
and in Victoria and South Australia. The trial aims to save 160 megawatts on the National Electricity Market, about one-tenth of the 
capacity of Hazelwood. Mr Cohn said the trial, combined with other measures relating to supply and demand  should ease the load 
on the system this summer. However, it has larger goals - to find the most effective incentive models for the future. Mr Cohn said 
the demand response model had been used successfully overseas, and major Australian industries had cut usage during high-
stress periods before, but such measures had not been tried on Australian households. 

 

Read Item: http://www.executivecareer.net.au/news/arena-to-bring-big-names-together 

 

 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
 

 
Heat on for probe of weather recording 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Sam Buckingham-Jones, page 6 

 

The results of an independent review of the Bureau of Meteorology's weather stations, which found there was decades-old 
hardware and clear failures in its bureaucratic processes, have prompted calls for a parliamentary inquiry into temperature 
manipulation. The executive director of the Institute of Public Affairs, John Roskam, said the review raised critical questions about 
the accuracy of the bureau's data after two sites were found to have equipment incapable of measuring extremely low 
temperatures. The review, by three independent experts and two senior bureau officers, found the wrong smartcard readers were 
installed at Goulburn in September 2002 and Thredbo in May 2007. "Notwithstanding the soundness of the bureau's data quality 
control, there were clearly failures in some of the bureau's internal processes dating back to the mid-1990s that allowed equipment 
that was not fit for purpose to be installed at a small number of locations," the report said. The issues with data collection, however, 
did not compromise Australia's long-term climate record and the network is now sound, the review said. Mr Roskam said the 
chances that the only two automatic weather stations that malfunctioned were the two brought to light by scientist Jennifer 
Marohasy and a series of reports in The Australian are extremely remote and warrant further investigation. "The only way to 
determine what's wrong at the Bureau of Meteorology is for the Turnbull government to initiate a full parliamentary review into 
every aspect of how the bureau has been recording and publicly reporting temperature data," Mr Roskam said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ie975685714 

 

 
Weather bureau jetsetters spend as much as PM on global travel 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 11/09/17 

 

Weather bureau staff spent more than $1 million jetsetting around the world last year, putting its international travel bill on a par 
with the Prime Minister's department and the nation's top trade body. The bureau had a total travel bill of $7.8 million the previous 
year, including overseas and domestic flights, accommodation, food, car hire and visa costs. Staff visited more than 30 countries, 
including the Caribbean island of Barbados, French Polynesia, Chile, Fiji, Germany, France, the US and the UK. Reasons given for 
the bill included meeting international obligations, attending meteorological forums, as well as “science and technology”. The 
bureau has come under fire in recent years for several high-profile incidents, including failure to warn about the severity of the 
Lockyer Valley floods in 2011, The Gap storm in 2012, failing to tell residents Cyclone Dylan had crossed the coast for two hours in 
2014 and this year predicting a week of rain that never arrived. Government travel documents reveal BoM spent $1.079 million on 
flights in 2015-16, with 639 bookings for trips to 48 different his compared with the Australian Trade and Investment 
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Commission (Austrade) spending $1 million and the Department of PM and Cabinet’s bill hitting $1.25 million. A spokeswoman 
said the bureau had obligations under international conventions, and also attended forums such as those of the World 
Meteorological Organisation. “Bureau employees are entitled to travel where there is a demonstrated business need and where 
other communication tools, such as teleconferencing and video-conferencing, are an ineffective option,” she said. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/10/cf147bc8-efa4-45b5-ade7-622c58d8d1d6.html 

 
 
 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 

Come together, power suppliers 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Adam Creighton, page 1 

The variable generation of energy may be a free market - but not as we know it. Adam Smith, the great freemarket economist, 
might have nationalised Australia's solar and wind farms, or at least insisted the government build them. He was pretty clear in his 
1776 Wealth of Nations that a crucial function of government, along with national defence, and law and order  was "erecting and 
maintaining those public institutions and works, which though they may be in the highest degree advantageous to a great society, 
are, such that the profit could never repay the expense to any individual, or small number of individuals". Solar and wind energy 
may well be the must-have accessory for any great society in the 21st century, but they are being built only because government is 
forcing people to buy it. If renewable energy were as cheap as its advocates say, it shouldn't need government to force people to 
buy it via various state and federal renewable energy targets. […]  In June 2013, Australia's Renewable Energy Agency, whose 
mandate appears to be throwing public money around with abandon, gave $167 million to AGL for solar projects at Broken Hill and 
Nyngan. The NSW government chipped in another $65m, implying a public contribution of more than half the project's value. AGL 
sold the projects late last year, and appears to have made an $18m profit on the sale, with an unknown share (probably zero) 
going to state and federal treasuries. Perhaps AGL could offer mates' rates to the government, in recognition of such generosity, 
for any sale of its Liddell power station, which it seems intent on shutting down  sapping Australia's baseload power further. Sister 
organisation the Clean Energy Finance Corporation isn't to be outdone, by the way, providing $100m in finance each over 2014 
and 2015 to Origin Energy and non-bank lending Balmain Finance Corporation to help with various green schemes. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ie975685716 

Also displayed on The Australian website. Also prospected for Australian Renewable Energy Agency. 

 

 
Mirvac, Dexus win green plaudits 
The Australian, Property, 11/09/17, Elizabeth Redman, page 20 

 

Two of Australia's property heavyweights have been recognised for their commitment to sustainability, with Mirvac Group and 
Dexus Property Group highlighted as leaders in the space. The Dow Jones Sustainability Index named Mirvac as the top real 
estate group in the index, highlighting its sustainability strategy and focus on solar systems for its assets. "The company's climate 
strategy and approach to biodiversity are particularly laudable and have contributed to their strong performance in the 
environmental dimension of this year's assessment," said investment specialist group RobecoSAM, which worked on the rankings. 
Social integration was also strong, given Mirvac's work to build strong community ties and focus on infrastructure, the adviser said. 
Mirvac chief executive Susan Lloyd-Hurwitz said the group was proud to receive the recognition. "The result demonstrates our 
wholehearted commitment to sustainability in its broadest form, which provides real value to our communities, customers, partners 
and investors," she said. The final score of 83 per cent was nine points higher than Australia's real estate average and 10 points 
above the global real estate average, Mirvac said. Meanwhile, Dexus was highlighted by the Global Real Estate Sustainability 
Benchmark for its sustainability performance. […]  The Clean Energy Finance Corporation has been making loans to property 
groups to lift energy efficiency, given the built environment is responsible for about 23 per cent of Australia's greenhouse 
emissions. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ie975685718 

Also displayed on The Australian website 
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Debate rages over ‘man-made' storms 
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The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Graham Lloyd, page 1 

 

As the heat continued to build in the Caribbean this northern summer fishermen and ocean oldtimers knew there was a dark side 
to the hot days and calm conditions where turquoise waters sparkle to the horizon. "We are worried about what this means for 
hurricanes," said Puerto Morelos guide Carlos as he loaded day trippers to snorkel on the northern tip of the world's second-largest 
barrier reef. As tourists frolicked in Mexico, the first hints of catastrophe were coming to life half a world away in Ethiopia. Wisps of 
wind that started in the cradle of civilisation were nourished by warmer waters and favourable conditions in the Atlantic Ocean to 
become meteorological monsters. Cyclone Harvey made a chaotic path as a tropical depression, going past Belize and into the 
Gulf of Mexico where it sucked up the hot waters to become a rain-heavy hurricane that swamped Texas. After making landfall 
near Port Aransas on the Gulf Coast on August 26, Harvey was held in place for days by two high-pressure systems to dump 
record rains on Houston. Since Harvey, the Atlantic Ocean has been a launch pad for super-strength hurricanes that have 
barrelled through the Caribbean islands like a bowling alley of carnage. The end of the range is Florida where millions of people 
have been evacuated in anticipation of Irma making landfall late last night (AEST). 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ie975685720 

 

 

Keep peat – and our plants – safely in the ground 
Guardian Australia, Other, 11/09/17, letters 

 

Tomorrow, the horticultural industry gathers in Birmingham at the Glee international garden show, with the major high street 
retailers deciding how and what we will grow in our gardens next year. Yet among the commercial bustle, there remains a 
deafening silence that shames this £5bn business and our national passion – why is peat still being used in our gardens? The 
importance of our remaining peatlands to people and planet is hard to overstate. They are the unrivalled kings of carbon storage. 
Known peatlands cover about 3% of the world’s land surface yet store twice as much carbon as all of Earth’s standing forest and 
provide a haven to unique wildlife – from threatened wild flowers through dragonflies to curlews. Yet 2m cubic metres of peat are 
sold annually for us to plant begonias and tomatoes.  There is growing demand for peat-free alternatives: a 2017 survey conducted 
by Plantlife, Friends of the Earth, RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts established that consumers are crying out for peat-free products, 
yet a third of respondents couldn’t find peat-free compost clearly available. And sales of peat are still increasing despite the 
looming 2020 government ban. Carbon-rich peat, dating back millennia and growing at a rate of only 1mm a year, makes up over 
half of the compost sold every year in the UK. The government needs to give a shot of adrenalin to its commitment to phase out 
peat and support the industry to divest away from peat and keep what remains safely protected in the ground not the grow bag. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/sep/10/keep-peat-and-our-plants-safely-in-the-ground 

 

 
Arnhem Land rangers blending traditional and high-tech methods to earn carbon credits 
ABC Online, Other, 10/09/17 

 

A young man walks purposefully through the bush, drawing a line of fire behind him. The dry grass bursts into crackling flames. He 
nods as he looks on, pleased with the day's work. Here in this remote pocket of Arnhem Land, Warddeken rangers are doing what 
Aboriginal people have done for thousands of years, but are now combining traditional knowledge of fire management with new 
technology to protect the landscape. Through this they gain carbon credits that are traded with mining companies and the Federal 
Government. Since 2006, ConocoPhillips has paid the project group about $1 million per year to offset greenhouse gas emissions 
from its LNG plant in Darwin. Kabulwarnamyo is the main outstation in the Warddeken Indigenous Protected Area in the Northern 
Territory. It's extremely remote — a nine-hour drive from Darwin through thick bush, crossing dozens of rivers, along unmarked 
roads. And it's the birthplace of the West Arnhem Land Fire Abatement project, which uses fire very differently, said Dean 
Yibarbuk, a fire ecologist who works with scientists on this carbon collecting project. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-10/aboriginal-rangers-using-fire-to-create-carbon-credits/8742550 
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Why AGL is loath to sell Liddell coal power station 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 11/09/17, An onald-Smith, page 7 
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AGL is reluctant to sell the old Liddell coal-fired station in NSW not only because of the profit it reaps from the large, low-cost plant, 
but also because of the influence AGL gains in the wholesale market, industry sources say. The utility will not want to give away 
that power, especially as doing so would create a competitor in what is expected to be a high-priced wholesale power market for at 
least the next 12 months. Selling Liddell, which represents about 13 per cent of NSWs power generation capacity, would be "the 
last thing AGL wants", said one senior industry executive ahead of Monday afternoon's meeting between AGL chief executive 
Andy Vesey and Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull over the potential extension of Liddell's life beyond its 2022 closure date. The 
source said AGL had gained significant power in the wholesale power market with its acquisition of Macquarie Generation - 
comprising both the Bayswater and Liddell plants - from the NSW government in 2014 for the "bargain basement" price of $15 
billion. The acquisition boosted AGL's generation capacity by 82 per cent and handed it control of the two lowest cost generators in 
the biggest state economy. AGL described the older, smaller and less reliable Liddell plant at the time as a "free" option, ascribing 
it zero value in the deal, in contrast to the $780 million of value allocated to Bayswater and $768 million for the coal mine that 
supplies both generators and which shields them from exposure to coal export prices. Then chief executive Michael Fraser told 
investors at the time that Liddell, which had experienced several major generator failures, could shut in 2017 if the Tomago 
aluminium smelter closed that year, pointing to "upside" if Liddell could operate economically beyond that point Just $76 million of 
capex was earmarked for Liddell in the first four years of AGL's ownership to enable it to run until the end of its technical life in 
2022, compared with $328 million at Bayswater. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nt975685722 

 

 
The populist hunt for credible policy 
Australian Financial Review, Editorials, 11/09/17, page 38 

 

The Fairfax Ipsos poll has confirmed, once again, that the Malcolm Turnbull-led Coalition is trailing Bill Shorten's Labor by 53 
points to 47. This is unchanged from the Fairfax Ipsos post-budget poll in May and confirms the seemingly entrenched politically 
difficulty the government finds itself in. The good news for the government is that this latest poll suggests most Australians still trust 
the Coalition in general, and the Treasurer in particular, as better economic managers than their Labor Party counterparts. Voters 
also are twice as likely to approve of Mr Turnbull's economic management over his predecessor Tony Abbott Combined with the 
Coalition's majority over Labor on border control and national security, this should give the Prime Minister's leadership some hope. 
Last week, the High Court rejected legal challenges to the Coalition's same-sex marriage postal survey, allowing internal tensions 
to be managed. Voters may welcome Mr Turnbull's activism on breadand-butter issues such as energy prices and power security. 
Overall, the government is holding together reasonably well, notwithstanding its bare majority, lack of control of the Senate and 
disruption from Mr Abbott Even so, the government's entrenched poll deficit highlights Mr Turnbull's struggle to gain momentum 
amidan all-sorts Senate crossbench and a Labor opposition incentivised to make the government appear not in control of the 
Parliament Same-sex marriage and the unresolved citizenship status of up to eight parliamentarians including Deputy Prime 
Minister Barnaby Joyce drain the government's authority. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nt975685724 

 

 
Wind and solar sending costs on a wild ride 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Adam Creighton, page 4 

 

Pushing more solar and wind capacity into Australia's electricity network is causing wild gyrations in prices that risk blackouts and 
under-investment in reliable energy sources, according to a new report. Urging the government to implement all the 
recommendations of the Finkel inquiry as soon as possible, including the creation of a clean energy target, the Grattan Institute 
has advocated more frequent assessments of the adequacy of current and future energy-generation capacity. "Prices are likely to 
be more volatile, with more low prices when wind and solar energy are available and more high prices when they are not," the 
report says, noting that South Australia - where wind accounts for 40 per cent of energy generation - has the highest number of 
high and low-price events. "More volatile prices will make new investment decisions more difficult." The report suggests a move 
away from an "energy-only" style of market, where generators are paid for the energy they supply, to one where generators are 
paid for their capacity, as Canada and Britain have done since 2014. "Australians have endured a decade of toxic political debates 
about climate change policy, South Australians suffered a statewide blackout last year, consumers across the country are 
screaming about skyrocketing electricity bills, and energy companies are shutting down big coal-fired power stations," said Tony 
Wood, energy research director at Grattan. "It is understandable governments feel the need to 'do something'. But the danger is 
they will rush in and make things worse. What Australia needs now is perspective, not panic." The report also says electricity 
market participants would need far greater ability to hedge their exposure as prices inevitably become more volatile owing to the 
growth of renewables.  
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nt975685726 

Also displayed on The Australian website  

 

 
Nickel miner pins hopes on electric cars 
The Australian, Business News, 11/09/17, Paul Garvey, page 18 

 

Independence Group is already starting to field inquiries from electric vehicle battery manufacturers interested in getting their 
hands on additional supplies of nickel. Independence managing director Peter Bradford said the Perth-based company, which 
formally opened its new $456 million Nova nickel mine in southern Western Australia on Friday, had brought the mine on line at a 
time of growing investor interest in the impact of electric vehicles on demand for base metals such as nickel. While the new 
generation of lithium ion batteries behind the electric vehicles and power storage systems being pioneered by Tesla had already 
driven a surge of investor interest in lithium miners and explorers, the new technologies consumed far greater amounts of 
commodities such as nickel, cobalt and copper. All three commodities are coming out of the ground at Nova, with mining giant BHP 
and commodities traders Glencore and Trafigura holding offtake rights over the output. But those offtake contracts would expire 
within three years, and Mr Bradford said Independence was already receiving calls from battery manufacturers interested in 
securing future supplies of the metals. "That is already happening, that is emerging," he said. But, he added, the impact of the 
electric vehicle thematic is yet to manifest itself in prices for nickel and copper, with the metals' recent price run instead driven by 
other factors such as the weaker US dollar and supply disruptions. Nickel last week touched its highest level in two years, capping 
an eight-week run driven largely by mine closures in the Philippines and the shutdown of First Quantum's Ravensthorpe nickel 
mine. A prolonged nickel downturn earlier prompted the closure of nickel mines such as Panoramic Resources' Savannah mine in 
WA's Kimberley and Mincor Resources' operations around the Kambalda region. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nt975685728 

 

 
GST-free power is no fix 
The Australian, Business News, 11/09/17, Paul Kerin, page 23 

 

Leyonhjelm's plan will only worsen the situation I like Senator David Leyonhjelm. He's a libertarian free-thinker who makes us think 
carefully about whether or not government actions serve the public interest. But his proposed electricity GST exemption is one that 
wouldn't. It shows what can happen when policy ideas are borne of frustration and without regard to unintended consequences. 
Leyonhjelm, understandably frustrated that successive federal and state governments haven't fixed the underlying cause of our 
electricity problems, reached the end of his tether and proposed the GST exemption. I share his frustration, but oppose his 
proposal. Last November, I argued that the underlying cause of our electricity problems is the plethora of second-rate government 
policies in the energy and environmental spheres ("Electricity and the perils of second-best thinking", November 11, 2016). The 
trouble is that once we adopt one second-rate policy to achieve one goal - for example, the Renewable Energy Target to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions - it causes other problems, such as poor reliability. Rather than learn from mistakes and replace 
second-rate policies with first-rate ones (for example, replace the RET with an emissions-trading scheme), governments often just 
add even worse second-rate policies to "fix" the problems that their existing second-rate policies created. 

 

Read Item: http://www mediaportal.com/0nt975685730 

 
 
Gullible media gobble up all the nonsense around renewables 
The Australian, Media, 11/09/17, Chris Mitchell, page 25 

 

Nothing better illustrates the lack of public policy expertise in the media and government than the debacle over power prices. Moral 
posturing about climate change so infected thinking on issues of power generation that former prime minister Kevin Rudd in all 
seriousness declared that 'climate change is the great moral challenge of our time'. Not the upheavals in Iraq and later Syria, not 
the rise of Islamic terrorism, not global poverty or even the destruction of farming lands and forests in the third world. Such 
posturing reached a high point when the former director of the left wing Australia Institute, Clive Hamilton, suggested this paper - 
and me personally could face criminal charges for the "crime" of scepticism on climate issues. As I tried to explain to Hamilton in 
writing, the paper was, like rational Danish environmentalist Bjorn Lomborg, keen on economically sound solutions to issues and 
did not believe in suppressing dissenting views. The Australian's editor-at-large Paul Kelly was among the first to bell the cat on the 
potential perverse effects renewables, then called the mandatory renewable energy target, would have in combination with an 
emissions trading scheme. Climate alarmists should have understood this first year economics. Trading schemes are about lowest-
priced carbon abatement. Mandated renewables have the opposite effect, by bidding up prices of conventional power to pay for 
incentives to renewables investors. 
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Turnbull takes aim at Labor for energy crisis 
Courier Mail, General News, 11/09/17, page 6 

 

Labor's policies have squandered Australia's natural resource opportunities, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull says. Taking a swipe 
at Labor for the energy crisis, Mr Turnbull used a Country Liberal Party conference in Darwin to lash out over Opposition Leader 
Bill Shorten's handling of energy issues. "I mean, Blackout Bill, fair dinkum," he said after returning from the Pacific Island Leaders 
Forum in Samoa. "As my old dad would have said, he is so hopeless, he couldn't find his backside with both hands." Mr Turnbull 
blamed Labor "incompetence" for situations of expensive, unreliable energy, criticising them for closing coal-fired power stations 
and restricting gas exploration. "Australia is a massive gas province, with huge offshore resources, many still to be developed," he 
said. "But we have Labor governments that will not develop them." Mr Turnbull said his Government had ensured retailers provided 
competitive prices to Australian households. In response, Mr Shorten said Labor would ensure gas stayed in Australia at lower 
prices, end the war on renewables, introduce a clean energy target, and introduce a strategic energy reserve. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0db975685734 

 
 
Power plays 'to cost us' 
Herald Sun, General News, 11/09/17, Tom Minear, page 6 

 

Desperate attempts by federal and state governments to create more secure power supplies may actually force up prices and 
compromise the entire electricity market, a leading think-tank has warned  The Grattan Institute says Australia is 'sleepwalking' 
toward re-nationalising its electricity system and governments are deterring investors by intervening in the market with schemes 
such as the expansion of Snowy Hydro and Victoria's renewable energy auction. In a new report, the Leftleaning body calls for a 
clean energy target to provide certainty to investors and end the "messy" situation which has seen governments "undermine" the 
market. "When decisions about what to build and how much to build are in the hands of governments, consumers often end up 
paying more," the report says. Grattan Institute energy program director Tony Wood said there was a danger governments wanting 
to reduce power prices would "rush in and make things worse". The report argues for better long-term forecasting of demand, and 
proposes a radical overhaul of the electricity market which would see generators paid to create power to cover future needs, rather 
than just for the electricity they provide to meet current demands. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0db975685736 

 

 
Price surge threat on back-up power supply 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 11/09/17, Sheradyn Holderhead, page 2 

 

Power prices could increase by as much as 40 per cent if the Federal Government creates an emergency power supply, a leading 
think-tank warns. A Grattan Institute report found consumers could be forced to pay for an 'insurance policy against blackouts' after 
such a scheme was suggested by the energy market operator last week. Energy Program director Tony Wood said the 
Government should investigate a capacity mechanism but it should only be imposed if all other options were exhausted.  He said 
all recommendations of the Chief Scientist Alan Finkel's review, including a Clean Energy Target, should be implemented first. Mr 
Wood also blasted the State Government's "go-it-alone" energy plan which was among a number of "kneejerk" policy responses 
deterring investors from building generators. "Firstly, the Federal Government should implement all the Finkel Review 
recommendations, including a Clean Energy Target or a similar mechanism to price emissions," Mr Wood said. "Second, the 
Australian Energy Market Operator's annual assessment of future supply and demand in the national energy market should be 
extended to include a more robust assessment of the future adequacy of generation supply, given that new generation can require 
long lead times. "Then, if it becomes clear that the market will not respond quickly enough to projected shortfalls, a market 
redesign will be required." Mr Wood said other market reforms - such as demand response initiatives including schemes which 
incentivises energy users to switch off at times of high demand, better information from AEMO about the amount and the type of 
new generation needed must also be fully explored. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0db975685738 
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Green power slug 
West Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Daniel Mercer, page 1 

WA households and businesses could face higher power prices worth half a billion dollars so the State Government can build 
green energy projects such as wind farms required under national law. Faced with a mandate from Canberra for electricity retailers 
to source a minimum amount of the power they supply from renewable projects, Budget papers have revealed the full cost of the 
policy to WA provider Synergy. The State-owned utility has made a $463.5 million provision across the forward estimates to meet 
its obligations from the renewable energy target. Shadow energy minister Dean Nalder said the cost would inevitably be passed 
through to Synergy's one million customers, while questioning whether the provision was enough to meet its liabilities. Under the 
RET, most recently updated by former prime minister Tony Abbott in 2014, power providers are required to source 23 per cent of 
the electricity they supply from green energy projects such as wind and solar farms by 2020. Those companies that do not build 
their own projects or purchase so-called renewable energy certificates from those who do are forced to pay a penalty. With 
Synergy currently about 250-300MW short of its requirement, the Budget has shown for the first time the cost to the utility of 
bridging the shortfall. The revelation comes after it emerged the Government was planning to increase household power tariffs 
more than 12 per cent over the next two years as part of efforts to end Synergy's monopoly and throw the market open to 
competition. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ir975685740 
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Hydrogen offers energy option to meet emission targets 
West Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Wilson Tuckey, page 19 

 

The CSIRO Low Emissions Technology Roadmap advises that in 2015 Aus ralia s CO2 emissions were 527 megatonnes, of which 
111 Mt was attributed to 'non energy' which in my view should not be offset in any energy emission reduction target. In agriculture, 
there is a partnership between plants and animals, including humans, where our CO2 emissions are recycled in the plants we eat. 
But putting that issue aside, the statistics raise a serious issue as to national emission reduction strategy and which category of 
energy consumption should be targeted or prioritised for CO2 reduction. The answer is not electricity, whatever its primary energy 
source, when considering an emissions reduction target of 26-28 per cent by 2030, and where to my knowledge no incremental 
reduction is required and certainly not practised by major emitters, thus giving time for alternative solutions. Of particular interest is 
the 41 Mt of CO2, or 8 per cent, attributed to "fugitive emissions" which is primarily pure, naturally occurring CO2, that comes up 
within raw natural gas and must be separated for technical reasons. In most cases it is simply exhausted into the Australian 
atmosphere. Australian electricity consumers must pay for exporting a low emission product to another nation when in fact that 
CO2 should be debited to the importer not Australians. The CSIRO table of total emissions classifies electricity at 35 per cent, 
which leaves 65 per cent of other emissions, which if halved would meet the target without any subsidised progress to unreliable 
wind or solar generators. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ir975685742 

 
 

Nationals party votes to remove all subsidies for renewable energy 
Brisbane Times  Other, 10/09/17, Eryk Bagshaw 

 

The Nationals have voted to remove all subsidies for renewable energy providers over a five-year period and to freeze them at 
their current level for the next year. The vote at the party's federal conference in Canberra on Saturday marks the start of a new 
campaign among party members against renewables, as energy policy gets set to dominate Parliament again when it resumes this 
week. Renewable energy sources such as wind and solar are set to receive subsidies of up to $2.8 billion a year up to 2030, 
according to research by economic consultancy BAEeconomics commissioned by the Minerals Council of Australia. The Australian 
Energy Market Operator is forecasting a crippling 1000 megawatt energy shortfall in 2022, as Australia's coal power plants begin to 
shut down, potentially leading to power shortages and rising prices for consumers. The Turnbull government is considering 
investing in AGL's Liddell coal-fired power station to keep it open five more years. "We have no problem in coal fire power," 
Nationals Leader Barnaby Joyce told the party faithful to loud cheers at the QT Hotel. He warned summer was coming and air 
conditioners around the country were about to go on, putting an extra strain on the energy market. "Business will stop, and we will 
get to see what it's like to live in 1880," he said. 

 

Read Item: https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/politics/federal/nationals-party-votes-to-remove-all-subsidies-for-
renewable-energy-20170908-gydw5m.html 
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Lifeline thrown to small coal exporters 
The Australian, General News, 11/09/17, Simon Benson, page 1 

 

A ban on government-backed loans for onshore coal and resource export operations will be overturned in the 'national interest' to 
help fund billions of dollars in projects that are threatened by the growing reluctance of the major banks to back them. Trade 
Minister Steve Ciobo will issue a direction this week to Australia's export credit agency to broaden its mandate and extend loans to 
viable small-to-medium sized onshore resource ventures including coal projects and related infrastructure struggling to secure 
private-market finance. Mr Ciobo said the decision was made in response to bullying of the retails banks by protesters and green 
shareholder activism that he claimed was damaging the country's export potential. The reversal of a ban applied in 2014 on 
funding for onshore resource projects through the government's Export Finance and Insurance Corporation (Efic) was urgently 
needed to fill a growing "market gap", Mr Ciobo said. The ANZ bank last week declared it was unlikely to finance a proposal to 
extend the life of AGL's Liddell coal-fired power station in NSW on environmental grounds despite the warnings from the energy 
regulator that an energy price and supply crisis was looming due to the lack of reliable baseload power. But Mr Ciobo said the 
problem was becoming more acute in Australia for otherwise viable onshore resource export projects, in particular coal ventures 
that face hostile campaigning from the green lobby and left-wing activist groups such as GetUp!, which threatened the Adani 
coalmine in Queensland. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ir975685744 

 

 
Oil Search's future totally depends on Botten 
The Australian, Business News, 11/09/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 18 

 

There's new talk about a takeover of Australian-listed Oil Search by Total, a tie-up that has long been mooted. It is a logical target 
for Total and many say whether an acquisition eventuates depends on how close Oil Search managing director Peter Botten is to 
retirement. The veteran Oil Search boss remains passionate about PNG and oil exploration even though he's thought to be nearing 
his seventies. Discussions are constantly unfolding between the two companies but it is hard to tell how much of them centre on 
corporate activity. Total uses Citi as a banker and is not actively working on any transaction, sources say. Also weighing against 
the theory is Total's recent purchase of Maersk for $US7.5 billion. It will be busy bedding that transaction down for some time. Still, 
the time could be right, based on its need to build more PNG infrastructure or else put everything through ExxonMobil and Oil 
Search 's infrastructure. Market analysts also say buying Oil Search would definitely be a win for them. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ir975685746 

 

 
Waste dump jobs push Tiger's roar helps local radioactive dump push 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 11/09/17, Peter Jean, page 1 

 

Malcolm "Tiger" McKenzie says some locals were surprised when indigenous people came forward to back the construction of a 
low-level radioactive waste repository in the Flinders Ranges. "They got a shock when they saw Aboriginal people come and say: 
'We Should consider this, as long as it's safe'," he said. Mr McKenzie, a 64-year-old Adnyamathanha man, has been appointed co-
chair of an economic working group investigating how local people at Barndioota, near Hawker and Quorn, 330km north of 
Adelaide could benefit if radioactive waste is stored there. Some local Aboriginal people are strongly opposed to the storage of 
radioactive waste in the district but Mr McKenzie said the project would create jobs for indigenous people. "This is modern 
Australia now, we've got to part of it native title doesn't apply in this particular area so we can be part of this," he said. "I think it's a 
great thing but some sometimes the conservationists and the greenies get in the way of Aboriginal people advancing in this 
country." Mr McKenzie, who has previously worked for the mining industry at Olympic Dam, said he believed the risks involved in 
storing low-level waste could be successfully managed. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ir975685748 
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Abbott adds energy crisis to list of things that are his fault 
The Australian, Other, 11/09/17 

 

The Guardian's Katherine Murphy gives the nation a 'history of energy policy' lecture on Insiders, yesterday: In terms of culprits of 
what's gone wrong in the energy policy in Australia over the last 10 years, it is wrong, it is not only misleading, wrong, to say that 
Labor are the cause of what’s occurred. Labor is not to blame for the energy crisis? Its devotion to unstable renewable power has 
nothing to do with it? The Australian, March 21: South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill has lashed out over the state’s energy 
crisis, claiming Labor’s relentless pursuit of renewables had no impact on the power grid and independent advice to government in 
2009 warning of destabilisation from increased wind power had been proven wrong. Labor’s crackdown on gas exploration isn’t 
contributing in any way to the energy crisis? The Australian, August 31 last year: The Andrews government has abandoned a -
national approach by announcing a ban on fracking and extraction of coal-seam, shale and so-called tight gas, while Victoria’s 
manufacturers are crying out for more gas supply. Murph is going to set us all straight. The Guardian Australia political editor on 
Insiders, yesterday: The specific problems we’re talking about in the energy market right now, here is what happened ... Here it 
comes ... Murphy on Insiders, continued: Tony Abbott removed a market mechanism ... 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/10/d4f06842-30c3-4987-9452-48c947108890.html 

 

 

ABC, Landline, 10/09/17, Pip Courtney, Report by Prue Adams on recycling food and farm waste. At South Australia's Adelaide 
Oval, there is an army of kitchen staff working in 25 different function areas putting together thousands of meals each week.  Each 
year, over three tons of vegetables, fruits, and meat scraps come from the food preparation.  Instead of wasting resource, sending 
it to a landfill where the rotting food produces the greenhouse gas methane, chefs around the country are increasingly tipping their 
offcuts into something called a bio bin. Peter Wadewitz, the newly appointed chair of the Australian Organic Recycling association 
is constantly thinking about how to make use of food and farm waste. Over a decade ago, he developed the bio bin - a mobile unit 
that is placed near restaurants, supermarkets, and bakeries but also vineyards, piggeries, and chicken farms. The downside of 
chicken and egg production is there will be dead birds, but within a few months, this will become compost that will help enrich 
farmland. What makes bio bin more than a metal box is that there is air pumped to regular intervals, starting the composting 
process and killing the pathogens. Around 500 bio bins have been built, most of them distributed around Australia but dozens have 
also been exported to the United States, China and the Middle East. At a pit soil site southeast of Adelaide, piles of partially 
composted material are collected. After picking out the noncompostable materials, the rest is turned into a carbon-rich water 
retentive soil conditioner that goes back to gardens, farms, and vineyards. To make it easier for farmers to use the composted 
material, Peter Wadewitz has started playing around with the pelletiser. Chris Coldy, a Consulting Chemical Engineer, says it's one 
of the leading examples in Australia in the organic recycling industry of tapping into the circular economy. Meanwhile, the washed 
down water and fats from cooking and processing are funnelled into underground waste tanks. Every day, large tankers suck out 
the liquid and usually disposed at some offsite repository  But in a classic case of one person's trash is another's treasure, the dirty 
liquid is separated and sprayed on the compost tips. What is left in the tank is the greasy solid material, which is useful for the 
onsite biodiesel plant. Mike Jureidini says the reason this project should succeed where others have failed is that they don't have to 
pay for raw materials. The next step is to power the whole operation with gases produced from an onsite and aerobic digester. 

 
 
 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 
 

Gunner tells PM Turnbull to frack off 
Northern Territory News, General News, 11/09/17, Christopher Walsh, page 5 

 

Chief Minister Michael Gunner has shot back at the Prime Minister, saying Territorians are 'sick of southern politicians' telling them 
what to do. Malcolm Turnbull told the Sunday Territorian that Mr Gunner needed to get on with developing onshore gas to help the 
slumping economy and create much-needed Territory jobs. “If you’ve got cheaper gas and affordable energy you will attract 
business,” Mr Turnbull said. “(Michael Gunner) dragging his feet over the development of big onshore gas resources is letting 
down the Territory and the nation.” Mr Gunner said that Mr Turnbull should focus on helping the NT rather than criticising it. 
“Territorians are sick of southern politicians flying in and telling us what they think is best for the south and east coast,” he said. 
“We are honouring our commitment to Territorians which they supported at the election (with the moratorium). “Instead of bullying 
Territorians, Malcolm Turnbull should ensure the NT gets its fair share of GST funding.” Mr Gunner will meet with Mr Turnbull this 
week in Canberra. In a speech to the CLP faithful on Saturday, Mr Turnbull took aim at Labor’s renewable energy policies calling 
them irresponsible, expensive and nothing more than “ideological idiocy”. “The extraordinary ideological idiocy of the Labor Party 
on energy is to be seen right around the country,” Mr Turnbull said. “Now, Mr Gunner’s only recently been elected. Maybe he’ll 
buck the trend. But I have my doubts. “The comprehensive stupidity of the Labor Party is hard to fathom.” 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yz975685750 

Also displayed on the Herald Sun website 

 

 

CLP adopts fracking plan 
Northern Territory News, General News, 11/09/17, page 5 

 

The CLP Central Council has adopted a pro-fracking policy during their annual conference. Party president Shane Stone said the 
CLP's position to endorse onshore gas exploration would grow the economy and 'deliver reliable and affordable gas to the nation'. 
Mr Stone said his party was relying on the recommendations of the 2015 Hawke Report on onshore gas to back up their policy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yz975685752 

 
 
 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

State logging threatens species: report 
Age, General News, 11/09/17, Benjamin Preiss, page 11 

 

Victoria's state-owned logging company breached rules protecting native animals and rainforests almost 30 times over three years, 
environment groups allege in a new report. The report comes after a dead koala was found in a logged section of forest in the 
Acheron Valley near Marysville that was home to the endangered greater glider. As revealed by Fairfax Media earlier this year the 
state government could have protected the region but ignored advice from its own scientific committee. Now the latest report 
alleges there were 27 cases of logging in East Gippsland and the Central Highlands in the past three years that breached an 
environmental code of practice. The code is designed to guard rare, threatened and protected animals and forest types, including 
rainforests. However, logging company VicForests has dismissed the report accusing it of misrepresenting its activities. The report 
showed that an endangered spiny crayfish, Leadbeater s possum and the greater glider were among the animals found in areas 
where logging had occurred. In some cases logging was halted only after endangered species were detected by people from the 
community. The report outlines cases where logging had begun or was "imminently about to occur" despite the presence of 
species that should have triggered protection areas. In some cases, the report says, logging began in coupes without an adequate 
threatened species survey beforehand. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yz975685754 

Also displayed on the WA Today website. Also prospected for Biodiversity/Land Management. 

 
 
 
Heritage 

 

 
Cook statue vandals to face fines, jail 
The Australian, Edition Changes - All-round First, 11/09/17, page 2 

 

Vandals who attack historic statues of Captain James Cook would face hefty fines and up to seven years in jail under a new plan. 
The Turnbull government has asked the Heritage Council to consider placing on the National Heritage List several Cook statues 
which are more than 100 years old to ensure they are protected by strict laws. A Cook statue in Sydney's Hyde Park recently 
became the centre of controversy because it carries a plaque saying he "discovered this territory". It was then defaced with spray-
painted words "no pride in genocide" and "change the date". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yz975685756 
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has again been found to be well-maintained and an important source of information of Australian climate 
records by the Technical Advisory Forum that was established to further enhance the quality and value of 
the ACORN-SAT dataset. 

The Forum's third and final report was released today (see: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-
sat/documents/2017_TAF_Report.pdf). We will be carefully considering the recommendations it contains 
and will release our response to it soon. As we are committed to making sure the ongoing excellence of 
processes, we are planning to commission a new independent panel to provide ongoing, independent 
oversight of this dataset and other key data assets. 

There has been a lot of hard work and long hours from staff in our Data, Community Forecasts, Observing 
Systems and Operations and Government Relations Programs, to support the work of the Review Panel and 
prepare for the Technical Advisory Form, and I wish to sincerely thank them for their efforts.    

Best wishes 

Andrew 

Dr Andrew Johnson FTSE FAICD 
CEO and Director of Meteorology  
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 413, Brisbane QLD 4101 
Level 21, 69 Ann Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000 

 | andrew.johnson@bom.gov.au 
www.bom.gov.au 
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From:
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 9:58 AM
To: Katherine Philp; DIR; Jennifer Gale; Lesley Seebeck; Rob Webb; Anthony Rea; Neil 

Plummer; BoM Media; 
Cc: AWS Review
Subject: Full transcript - 2GB on AWS review

Please see full transcript below, fyi. 

Station: 2GB Date: 08/09/2017 

Program: BREAKFAST Time: 07:08 AM 

Compere: CHRIS SMITH Summary ID: X00071739930 

Item: SMITH DISCUSSES ALLEGATIONS THE BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY HAS 
BEEN MANIPULATING TEMPERATURE DATA. 

Audience: Male 16+ Female 16+ All people 

60000 52000 112000 

CHRIS SMITH:    Well, you've heard Alan talk about this Bureau of 
Meteorology homogenisation scandal. The Bureau has been 
manipulating or homogenising temperatures for years, 
invariably scaling them up consistent with global warming 
ideology. Just recently, on 2 July, the Bureau was caught out 
scaling up a temperature of minus 10.4 degrees Celsius, 
recorded at its Thredbo Weather Station, and then removing 
that entry from its website altogether. The Bureau blamed 
faulty equipment for what it said was bad data and quickly 
replaced equipment at the Thredbo station, but on 2 August 
that new equipment recorded an even lower temperature of 
minus 10.6 degrees, suggesting the temperature recorded on 
2 July was accurate all along. Then, in August, a post office 
worker responsible for the Bureau's Taralga Weather Station 
was found to have been reading the thermometer from the 
wrong end whenever the temperature fell below freezing – 
can you believe this?  

Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg then ordered an 
internal review into the Bureau's automatic weather 
stations. That review has now apparently concluded that the 
Bureau orology's network is sound. With respect, this 
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sound. He says Aussies will not tolerate A BOM governed by global 
warming ideology rather than science. 

 
 

 

 

 

Regards 

 | National Media Manager 

Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

 

From: Katherine Philp  
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 9:58 PM 
To: Andrew Johnson; Jennifer Gale; Lesley Seebeck; Rob Webb; Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer;  BoM 
Media;  
Subject: AWS Review in The Australian 

Hi all 

Here's the Australian's take on the Review...I think it's OK 

Kath 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/weather-bureaus-temperature-errors-caused-by-old-hardware/news-

story/7a0306d34f31703146de7a37324d1514

Weather bureau’s temperature errors caused 
by old hardware 
Decades-old hardware and outdated management practices must be overhauled at the 
Bureau of Meteorology after extremely low temperature readings at two NSW sites were 
misreported, an expert review has found. 
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A review into the bureau’s automatic weather stations, sparked by a series of reports 
in The Australian, has found there was equipment failure at Goulburn and Thredbo, 
hardware was “not fit for purpose”, and there were “clearly failures” in systems of 
bureaucracy put in place back in the 1990s. 

“Notwithstanding the soundness of the bureau’s data quality control, there were clearly 
failures in some of the bureau’s internal processes dating back to the mid-1990s that 
allowed equipment that was not fit for purpose to be installed at a small number of 
locations,” the review, by three independent experts, found. 

The bureau purchased the MSI1 data acquisition cards with their Almos-brand equipment 
in 1993. The following year, however, the bureau and Almos discovered the card would 
not work below -10.4C. The bureau immediately purchased the updated “MSI2” card. 

The new equipment, however, was not installed correctly in several stations. The report 
said a storm damaged Thredbo’s unit, and a MSI1 card was used as a replacement. 
Meanwhile at Goulburn, there was a nine-minute outage in July this year when the 
temperature dropped below -10.4C. The MS2 card had also been replaced by the older 
model. 

The review found: “Inadequate process, documentation and communication meant some 
field officers were unaware of the different capabilities of similar pieces of equipment.’’ 

Problems with data, however, did not compromise Australia’s long-term climate record 
and the network is sound, the review said. 

Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg said the bureau would put all nine 
recommendations in place, and make sure any location where temperatures of -5C had 
been recorded had equipment capable of recording -25C. 

“The review has confirmed that the data used to measure Australia’s climate record was 
not compromised in any way and that the network and quality of the data it collects is 
sound,” he said. “The Australian people have been well served by the bureau and can 
continue to rely on the excellent service it provides.” 

Scientist Dr Jennifer Marohasy said for the bureau to dismiss the missing temperatures as 
technical faults was “nonsense”. 

“The bureau is taking us for fools,” she said. “For them to suggest there’s a problem with 
the equipment, and only those two, and that they discovered it, is a fabrication.’’ 

The report made nine recommendations, including replacing faulty MSI1 hardware cards, 
progressively replacing equipment, and improving “data quality”. 

“The management of data quality issues, where the error is unique or the root cause is 
difficult to identify, should be strengthened to ensure that such non-standard cases are be 
treated as exceptions, escalated for rectification and added to standard procedures where 
appropriate.” 
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“The bureau failed to adequately communicate the limitations of the MSI1 card to its 
field staff. This replacement was made by bureau field officers who were unaware of the 
difference in temperature range capabilities by the two cards.” As a result of the review, 
cards at Goulburn, Thredbo, Tuggeranong, Mount Baw Baw, Butlers Gorge and Fingal 
have been replaced. 

The bureau welcomed the findings. CEO and director of meteorology, Dr Andrew 
Johnson, said overall the review found equipment, verification, quality checks and 
processes for acting on equipment failure are sound. 

“The bureau acknowledges its findings and will be implementing all of its 
recommendations to ensure the ongoing community confidence in our robust data quality 
control processes,” he said. 

“The bureau will be taking a highly precautionary approach in the future to ensure what 
happened in Thredbo and Goulburn doesn’t happen again.” 

The bureau has 695 automatic weather stations and collects over 2.5 million readings 
each day. 
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From: @isentia.com>
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 8:42 AM
To: BoM Media
Cc:  BoM Media; cae@isentia.com
Subject: RE: Transcript request 2GB @ around 7am [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hello 

The ETA of your transcript is 9:00am AEST. As discussed on the phone before I am just confirming that this is 
charged outside the Environment cap and will be 

Regards, 

Account Executive 

a. 131 Canberra Ave, Griffith, ACT, 2603.

isentia.com 

From: BoM Media [mailto:Media@bom.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 8 September 2017 8:18 AM 
To: @isentia.com 
Cc:  media 
Subject: Transcript request 2GB @ around 7am [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Can we please get a transcript of 2GB please? Item: 
X00071739930 

How long will that take? 

Thanks 
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Pre-recorded interview with Felicity Gamble, Manager of 
Climate P 
07 Sep 2017 12:36PM • 3WM, Horsham (Country Today) 
hosted by Libby Price 

Pre-recorded interview with Felicity Gamble, Manager of Climate Prediction, 
Bureau of Meteorology. Price says farmers know that is much more useful 
having an idea of what is instore to more precise weather outlooks to 
forward plan farm management. She mentions that the Bureau has just 
increased its outlooks to twice a month. Gamble explains that they generally 
release one on the second Thursday of the month and another one at the 
end of the month. She mentions that that outlook is for the upcoming 
season. Gamble says there will be an update in the middle of the August. 
Gamble explains that they are currently using the model which they call 
pullover which is dynamical comet model for their forecasting. 

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Felicity Gamble, Manager of Climate 
Prediction, Bureau of Meteorology 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Smith tackles the Bureau of Meteorology hegemonisation 
scandal. H 
08 Sep 2017 7:08AM • 2GB, Sydney (Breakfast) 
hosted by Chris Smith 

Smith tackles the Bureau of Meteorology hegemonisation scandal. He says 
the Bureau has been manipulating temperatures for years, scaling them up 
to be consistent with global warming ideology. He recalls that just recently 
on July 2, the Bureau was caught out scaling up a temperature of minus 
10.4 degrees Celsius that was recorded at its Thredbo weather station 
before removing that entry from its website altogether. He adds that on 
August 2, the new equipment that the Bureau has acquired has recorded an 
even lower temperature of minus 10.6 degrees. He narrates that a post 
office worker responsible for the Bureau's Taralga weather station was 
found to have been reading the thermometer from the wrong end. He notes 
that Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has then ordered an internal 
review, which has now apparently concluded that the BOM's network is 
sound. He says Aussies will not tolerate A BOM governed by global 
warming ideology rather than science. 
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A total fire ban is in place for areas between Darwin and 
Katheri 
07 Sep 2017 6:30AM • MIX 104.9, Darwin (06:30 Local News) 

A total fire ban is in place for areas between Darwin and Katherine, 
including Adelaide River, Pine Creek and Litchfield. The Weather Bureau 
says Batchelor is expected to experience the worst of the conditions. 
Bushfires NT incident control officer Josh Fischer has told Channel Nine, 
residents need to be prepared. The fire danger forecast for Darwin, 
Adelaide River and the Northern Fire Protection Zone has been upgraded to 
extreme.  

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Josh Fischer, Incident Control Officer, 
Bushfires NT  

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

The Weather Bureau says the Batchelor region is likely to 
experie 
07 Sep 2017 7:02AM • ABC Radio Darwin , Darwin (07:00 News) 
hosted by Newsreader 

The Weather Bureau says the Batchelor region is likely to experience the 
worst fire weather conditions in the NT today and tomorrow. An extreme fire 
danger is forecast for Darwin, Adelaide River and the Northern Fire 
Protection Zone today. Ben Suter, Bureau of Meteorology, says humidity 
could drop into single figures contributing to the extreme fire risk.  

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Ben Suter, Bureau of Meteorology  

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Interview with Laura Boekel, Bureau of Meteorology, who 
provides  
07 Sep 2017 9:36AM • MIX 104.9, Darwin (360) 
hosted by Katie Woolf 
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Interview with Laura Boekel, Bureau of Meteorology, who provides updates 
on the high fire danger in the NT. Boekel says that that today will be the 
peak day for fire weather, forecasting extreme fire danger across Darwin, 
Adelaide River and the Northern Fire Protection Area. There is a severe fire 
danger for a range of districts across the western Top End including the 
Carpentaria, Daly South, Arnhem West, the Katherine Fire Protection area 
and the Gregory Northwest District.  

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Laura Boekel, Bureau of Meteorology 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

The Weather Bureau says the top end has experienced 
extreme fire  
07 Sep 2017 5:01PM • ABC Radio Darwin , Darwin (17:00 News) 
hosted by Newsreader 

The Weather Bureau says the top end has experienced extreme fire 
conditions today but they didn't reach the catastrophic ranking. Weather 
services manager Ben Suter says areas around Darwin, the Darwin rural 
area and further south near Batchelor were most at risk. Suter says extreme 
fire weather is predicted for similar regions tomorrow but the dry winds will 
start to ease off on the weekend. Bushfires NT says so far no fires have 
been detected in the Batchelor region but executive director Collene 
Bremner says the top end is not out of the danger period.  

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Ben Suter, Weather Services Manager, 
Weather Bureau • Collene Bremner, Executive Director, 
Bushfires NT 

 
 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Interview with Andrew Turner, Chief Fire Control Officer, 
Bushfir 
07 Sep 2017 5:06PM • ABC Radio Darwin , Darwin (Drive) 
hosted by Kate O’Toole 

Interview with Andrew Turner, Chief Fire Control Officer, Bushfire NT, about 
an update on any new bushfires. Turner says it is a very windy and dry day. 
He notes that there are no new fires. He says Bushfire NT is keeping track a 
number of fires that had been going over the preceding days and they were 
able to keep the blazes in the containment lines. He confirms that there's 
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was a little flare up in Marrakai. He says they were advised by the Bureau 
that the weather is going to be very similar tomorrow.  

    

 
 

 

Interviewees: Andrew Turner, Chief Fire Control Officer, 
Bushfire NT 

 
 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

CFA says fire season looking similar to last year's. 
07 Sep 2017 9:51AM • Warrnambool Standard 
by Clare Quirk 

 
 
Despite the freezing temperatures the CFA is urging residents to be 
prepared for the fire season.  
 
STRONG rainfall has meant there will be plenty of grass around the region 
as the fire season approaches.  
 
With conditions around the state facing... 

    

Read on source site 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Recorder 'weather man'Joe McLaughlin celebrates 80th 
birthday 
07 Sep 2017 12:07PM • Port Pirie Recorder 

 
 
Milestone for the man behind Recorder's weather stories.  
 
The Recorder’s “weather man”, Joe McLaughlin, has notched up a 
milestone.  
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He celebrated his 80 th birthday with about 40 family members and friends 
at the Port Football and Community... 

    

Read on source site 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Above-normal fire season forecast 
08 Sep 2017 12:01AM • gannawarratimes.com.au 

 
 
CONDITIONS in Victoria appear likely to increase the risk of an above 
normal fire season, with a potentially earlier start in some parts of the State.  
 
CONDITIONS in Victoria appear likely to increase the risk of an above 
normal fire season, wi... 

    

Read on source site 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Spring brings snow to region 
06 Sep 2017 • Wimmera Mail Times, Horsham VIC (General News) 
by Erin Witmitz 

WEATHER Grampians SPRING might have sprung, but one of the coldest 
snaps of the year brought snow to the Grampians on Monday afternoon. 
Visitors flocked to Mt William for the third time this year to see the winter 
wonderland. 

    

Full text (259 words / ~1 mins to read) • Article PDF 
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Can you believe it? Region's warmest winter in three years 
06 Sep 2017 • Swan Hill Guardian, Swan Hill VIC (General News) 
by Peter Bannan 

SWAN Hill recorded its driest and warmest winter since 2014. The regional 
city recorded 68.4mm of rainfall in June, July and August, which is below 
the total long-term mean of 78mm for the same period. 

    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

WARM, DRY SPELL SPRINGS ETERNAL 
07 Sep 2017 • Central Coast Express-Advocate, Gosford (General News) 

BONE-DRY warmer conditions are set to continue after the Central Coast 
recorded its driest winter since 2002. The Bureau of Meteorology has 
forecast spring days and nights to be warmer than average with 
belowaverage rainfall. 

    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

COMBAT READY 
08 Sep 2017 • The Australian, Australia (Features) 
by David Swan 

cyber security With hyper-connectivity leaving us ever more open to online 
attack, we need co-ordinated defence strategies As more information is 
digitised and more objects become "connected" and "smart", the danger of 
cyber crime looms ever larger. 
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It's a hot topic now but earth has changed before 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
08 Sep 2017 • Herald Sun, Melbourne (Other) 

WEATHER OR CLIMATE? nWeather and climate mean two different things. 
Weather is the type of conditions in the atmosphere over a short period of 
time (ie hours, days or weeks) and takes into account temperature, rain, 
how much sun and wind there is and humidity. Climate looks at the bigger 
picture and patterns over a longer period. Scientists look at average rainfall, 
temperature, humidity, sunshine, wind speed and the frequency of weather 
events such as frost and hail - often over 30-year periods. 

    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

A SWELL TIME TO GO SURFING 
08 Sep 2017 • Daily Telegraph, Sydney (General News) 
by Keely Mcdonough 

FAIR weather surfers can spring their boards out of winter hibernation with 
sunny skies, warm water and a 3m swell forecast for the weekend. The 
weather bureau said coastal waters would be 19C as a deep low pressure 
system from the south also whipped up some fairly big waves. 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

   

  
 

 

 

  

ISLAND OF INVENTION
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08 Sep 2017 • The Australian, Australia (Features) 
by Merlin Crossley 

Molecular biologist and deputy vice-chancellor, education, UNSW Not all 
readers would identify Australia as a powerhouse of scientific 
experimentation and technological invention. Many would see us more as 
Gilligan's Island - a diverse bunch of harmless buffoons who enjoy a relaxed 
lifestyle but have few practical projects, and who will never really leave their 
paradise island and shake the world. 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Bureau review blames old hardware 
08 Sep 2017 • The Australian, Australia (General News) 
by Sam Buckingham-Jones 

Decades-old hardware and outdated management practices must be 
overhauled at the Bureau of Meteorology after extremely low temperature 
readings at two NSW sites were misreported, an expert review has found. A 
review into the bureau's automatic weather stations, sparked by a series of 
reports in The Australian, has found there was equipment failure at 
Goulburn and Thredbo, hardware was "not fit for purpose", and there were 
"clearly failures" in systems of bureaucracy put in place back in the 1990s. 

    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Fire danger extended 
08 Sep 2017 • Northern Territory News, Darwin (General News) 
by Kieran Banks 

More hot and dry conditions on horizon A FIRE ban across the Top End has 
been extended for another 24 hours as dry, hot and windy conditions are 
predicted to continue. 
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Make sure of net profits 
08 Sep 2017 • Hobart Mercury, Hobart (Other) 
by Carl Hyland 

LANDING nets are an essential "tool" for all anglers. In order to increase the 
chances of catching various fish species, you need a landing net you can 
rely on. 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

LATEST DAM, RAIN FIGURES 
08 Sep 2017 • Border Mail, Albury-Wodonga (General News) 

HUME Dam was at 90 per cent capacity on Thursday, holding 2704.1Gl, at 
a height of 190.45m. It was 89.9 per cent on Wednesday.This time last year 
the dam was at 97.17 per cent. Dartmouth Dam was holding 3173.1Gl at 
82.3 per cent of capacity.There was .2mm of rain recorded in Albury-
Wodonga for the 24 hours to 5pm Thursday. The Bureau of Meteorology 
forecasts a clearing shower for Thursday with an expected top of 13C. 
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Firies in industrial dispute 
08 Sep 2017 • Launceston Examiner, Launceston TAS (General News) 
by Rob Inglis 

JUST days after Tasmanians were told bushfire season could begin as early 
as mid-September, the Tasmania Fire Service has revealed that firefighters 
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last week launched an industrial action. The United Firefighters Union of 
Australia's Tasmanian branch implemented the action on August 28. 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

  

Fire risk above normal 
08 Sep 2017 • Bendigo Advertiser, Bendigo VIC (General News) 
by Natalie Croxon 

THE latest seasonal bushfire outlook suggests Victoria could experience a 
more severe fire season this coming summer, with an earlier start in parts of 
the state. The outlook shows there is currently 'above normal' potential for 
bushfire across central Victoria. 

    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

READY TO FIRE 
08 Sep 2017 • Northern Daily Leader, Tamworth NSW (General News) 
by Jacob McArthur 

IN THE halls of the Tamworth Rural Fire Service (RFS) headquarters, you 
might hear some knocking on wood and see some fingers firmly crossed. 
For all of the dread you might be sensing and hearing as the fire season 
approaches, conditions in the Tamworth region aren't looking too bad at all. 
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Dry winter fuels fire threat 
08 Sep 2017 • Maitland Mercury, Maitland NSW (General News) 
by Lachlan Leeming 

FIRE SEASON Lower Hunter FIREFIGHTING crews across the Lower 
Hunter are bracing for a dangerously busy fire season off the back of a 
bone-dry winter and recent windy conditions. 

    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Burn now to limit fire risk 
08 Sep 2017 • Daily Advertiser, Wagga Wagga NSW (General News) 
by Madeleine Clarke 

ENVIRONMENT WHILE much of the state braces against an early and dire-
looking fire season, the Riverina Rural Fire Service say Wagga is in a "fairly 
safe place". 

    

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

Packed schedule for Friday 
08 Sep 2017 • Daily Advertiser, Wagga Wagga NSW (General News) 

THE dodgems are on the rink, the last strands of wool have been tucked 
into the displays and stray petals have been banished from floral art entries. 
It's time for the annual Wagga Show. 
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below -10.4C. The bureau immediately purchased the updated "MSI2" card. The new equipment, however, was not installed 
correctly in several stations. The report said a storm damaged Thredbo's unit, and a MSI1 card was used as a replacement. 
Meanwhile at Goulburn, there was a nine-minute outage in July this year when the temperature dropped below -10.4C. The MS2 
card had also been replaced by the older model. […]  Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg said the bureau would put all nine 
recommendations in place, and make sure any location where temperatures of -5C had been recorded had equipment capable of 
recording -25C. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0qp974613334 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 
 

Electric cars get push along 
PSNews, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

The Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) is to support a new cut-price car leasing or buying scheme to encourage more 
people to drive electric cars. Expected to cost $100 million, the program will offer a discount of 0.7 per cent on finance for electric 
vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles and a range of eligible energy efficient and renewable energy equipment. Announcing the 
program, the Minister for the Environment and Energy, Josh Frydenberg said a discount of 0.5 per cent would also be available to 
the buyers of eligible lower emissions passenger vehicles. “Electric vehicles will play a big role in terms of creating more 
sustainable cities with less pollution and improved health outcomes for our community,” Mr Frydenberg said. “By providing 
discounted finance through the CEFC, it is hoped we can encourage a greater up take of electric vehicles and reduce emissions.” 
He said the program was designed to make it easier for customers making major investment decisions to consider clean energy 
options. “It also includes discounts for new energy efficient equipment, battery storage and rooftop solar systems, as well as 
upgrades for buildings including energy efficiency lighting and better air conditioning,” Mr Frydenberg said. “The CEFC is predicting 
that across the range of assets to be financed over the life of the program, carbon emissions will be reduced by more than 200,000 
tonnes” He said the program was funded under the Sustainable Cities Investment Program which supports the national Smart 
Cities plan by investing in energy efficiency, renewable energy and low emissions technology projects that improve cities. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/567/news/electric-cars-get-push-along 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Energy 
 
 

NSW open to bid for Liddell 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/09/17, Phillip Coorey, page 8 

 

NSW has emerged as a possible bidder for the Liddell coal-fired power station should energy operators AGL opt to sell it But the 
federal government, while enthused by comments by NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian about being prepared to reinvest in coal, 
believes there is enough private interest to avoid any government having to become involved. 'Delta will buy it in a heartbeat,' said 
a senior source, in reference to NSW power producer Delta Energy which was the first company to express interest in the aging 
coal-fired plant in the NSW Hunter Valley. Yesterday federal Treasurer Scott Morrison did not dismiss suggestions about NSW 
taking over the plant it privatised in 2014 and Ms Berejiklian did not rule out construction of a new so-called clean-coal plant 
altogether. "We also appreciate that some members of the public are asking government to look at a high-energy low-emission 
[HELE] coal-fired power station," she told budget estimates. Asked if she was prepared to "fund one of those", she said: "I'm not 
going to rule it out" The report released on Tuesday by the Australian Energy Market Operator, AEMO, expressed a preference for 
extending the life of old stations like Liddell rather than building new plant to guarantee stable baseload power while clean energy 
technology and other options were developed. With Liddell to close in 2022, AEMO said there was neither the time nor market 
appetite to build a HELE station to fill the 1000-megawatt gap in baseload supply that could be created across NSW and Victoria. 
This is a view shared by the federal government. […]  Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg will meet AGL chief 
executive Andy Vesey on Monday to discuss the sale and other options. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0qp974613336 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 
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Turnbull shifts energy debate onto his own ground 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/09/17, Laura Tingle, page 39 

 

The PM is happily talking dispatchable power, energy storage, and other things that voters understand. The assumptions in politics 
can often be misleading, particularly if they are oversimplified. Here are a few examples: Malcolm Turnbull is rubbish at politics; the 
Coalition regularly gets creamed on parliamentary tactics by Labor; the PM is in a world of pain on energy and climate change 
policy, hemmed in by his conservative wing while Labor has a clear battle plan on energy and climate. There were reasons to at 
least test some of these ideas this week. In the fetid hothouse of Parliament, it was not a good week for Labor, despite all the 
uncertainty around the question of whether various MPs and senators, including Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, are entitled 
to sit there. Now, frankly, not all that many people care these days outside Parliament House about the tactical battles in question 
time. But they can be important for the psychology of both sides of politics, and their sense of who is "winning" and "losing". And as 
the days went by this week, Labor's strategy of challenging Joyce's legitimacy looked increasingly ineffective. Anthony Albanese's 
revelation that-with a by-election possibly in prospect- there has suddenly been a frenzy of infrastructure projects in Joyce's seat of 
New England in recent weeks, worked. But other than that, an unperturbed Turnbull gave succinct rebuffs to Labor's questions, 
adding time for government Dorothy Dixers and leaving the opposition looking all tactics, no strategy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mz974613338 

 

 
ANZ turns a coal shoulder on Liddell 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Richard Gluyas, page 1 

 

The Turnbull government's hopes of extending the life of the Liddell coal-fired power station in NSW have hit a snag after the ANZ 
Bank said it was unlikely to finance a transaction. ANZ chief executive Shayne Elliott said yesterday the bank's purpose was to 
make communities thrive, so it held itself to a higher standard than the legality of business opportunities. "There are different 
industries and I would say if we don't think that they align with a thriving community, we won't necessarily bank (them)," Mr Elliott 
told ABC radio. "For example, say if we're looking at the coal industry, we'll only bank coal where it's got very high environmental 
standards. I think these high-level issues are increasingly important and we certainly care about them at ANZ. "I think in that 
particular case (Liddell), it would be very unlikely to meet our standards so we wouldn't finance it." The other major banks declined 
to comment on Liddell. Westpac, Commonwealth Bank and National Australia Bank said lending proposals were subject to 
environmental, social and governance policies. Westpac's climate change position statement added a further layer of scrutiny in 
the case of coal-fired power generation. NAB said it continued to support the energy sector, including an orderly transition to a low-
carbon economy that ensured Australians had "secure, reliable and affordable energy". […]  Mr Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg will meet AGL chief executive Andy Vesey on Monday to try to convince him to sell the Hunter Valley plant. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mz974613340 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Labor pressed on station future 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Joe Kelly, page 4 

 

Malcolm Turnbull is challenging Bill Shorten to declare his hand on the future of the Liddell coal-fired power station in the NSW 
Hunter Valley as new polling in the region shows majority support for coal. The Coalition yesterday turned the screws on the 
Opposition Leader for prevaricating over whether Labor would support the extension of AGL's Liddell power station by another five 
years to help fill a forecast 1000 megawatt gap in baseload power in 2022. Mr Turnbull blamed Labor for creating the "shortage of 
dispatchable power" by rushing into renewables without back-up storage and pushing up the price of energy bills. Scott Morrison 
warned Mr Shorten was "snuffing" out jobs in the coal-rich Hunter region. ReachTEL polling commissioned by the NSW Minerals 
Council and obtained by The Australian shows there is 67 per cent support in the state seats of Upper Hunter, Cessnock and 
Maitland for a "new coal-fired power station in the Hunter if it could produce electricity with lower emissions than existing power 
stations". Of the 2000 people surveyed, only 22 per cent opposed the construction of a new supercritical plant. Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg took aim at his opposition counterpart, Mark Butler, for being unable to give a definitive response when pressed 
nine times in an ABC radio interview on Wednesday night on what Labor's position was on keeping open the Liddell plant. "Labor's 
current policy is to close down Australia's coal-fired power stations," Mr Frydenberg told The Australian. "This contradicts the best 
and most recent advice from the Australian Energy Market Operator that baseload dispatchable 24/7 power is needed. "(Mr 
Shorten) now needs to clearly state what the Labor Party's position is on the future of coal in our country. It is simply not good 
enough that he needs to dodge and weave and say that the closure of Liddell is simply an issue for down the track. Planning and 
action is needed now. It cannot be kicked down the road." Mr Butler argues that any decision to extend the life of the Liddell plant 
must be informed by the costs and consideration of the alternatives for power generation. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mz974613344 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Bigger house, bigger bills 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Rachel Baxendale, page 4 

 

Malcolm Turnbull says the power bill for his Sydney mansion is 'bigger' than that of the average house, despite using solar panels 
and battery storage to avoid drawing from the electricity grid. The Prime Minister said the security system at his Point Piper 
waterfront home, valued at more than $50 million, used a significant amount of electricity. "It is a big house ... there's quite a lot of 
protection there which burns up quite a lot of energy but I won't go into the precise amount of the power bill, but I can assure you 
it's bigger than the average house," Mr Turnbull told 3AW. The Prime Minister has shown colleagues, including Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg, an app on his phone which measures how much power his solar set-up is feeding into the grid. Mr Turnbull said 
his power bill had "certainly increased" in recent years. "Although I have to say it's lower than it otherwise would be because we 
have solar panels and a battery," he said. "My son Alex is very knowledgeable on renewables and energy economics generally." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr974613346 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Wind fail: blow me down 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Graham Lloyd, page 11 

 

Buried in this week's confronting report into Australia's future electricity security is a key sentence that underscores how the 
renewable energy target and wind power can be rightly fingered as the root of all chaos. The Australian Energy Market Operator 
confirmed wind generation output during times of peak demand could fall to as low as 2 per cent of installed capacity. Even when 
spread geographically across the entire National Electricity Market, wind power could not be guaranteed to deliver more than 5 per 
cent of its promise. This means the main technology being underpinned by billions of dollars in renewable energy certificates under 
the RET is likely to go missing in action when it is needed most. Renewable industry supporters have distorted the AEMO findings 
to argue the big risk is that climate change and hotter weather will make existing fossil fuel plants less reliable. What they ignore is 
that the wind turbines that are forcing coal plants such as Northern Power in South Australia and Hazelwood in Victoria out of the 
market are so unreliable they are not even factored into the equation. Despite this reality, wind generation will continue to receive 
the vast bulk of renewable energy certificates still to be issued under the RET, which is not due to expire until 2020. The cost of 
using a RET to subsidise wind power does not stop at the need to have a ready standby for when the wind is not blowing. 
[…]  Federal Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg has concentrated on reforming gas markets in a bid to take 
pressure off wholesale prices. He has forced greater transparency in gas trading through what has been a virtual monopoly and is 
pressuring governments in Victoria, NSW and the Northern Territory to lift restrictions on exploration and fracking. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr974613348 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Stop sounding the alarm - putout the fire 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, David Crowe, page 12 

 

Australians did not need to hear another warning this week about the danger to their electricity supply. The problem is obvious in 
their household bills, the blackouts and the 'planned outages' they can suffer when supply runs short. So Malcolm Turnbull and 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg had only half an answer for voters when they released a dire report this week on the crisis to 
come. The use of a new report to take command of an issue is a triedand-tested approach to politics, but the forecasts alone could 
not do this. The prospect of shortages this summer is not new. The threat of a shortfall from the closure of another coal-fired power 
station has been talked about all year. The report from the Australian Energy Market Operator forces all sides of politics to think 
about extending the life of coal-fired power stations or making big decisions to shift to gas-fired power that can work as a "strategic 
reserve" when the shortages come. This plays to the Coalition's strengths against the push for renewables from Labor and the 
Greens. But the repeated warnings carry political risks for the Prime Minister and Frydenberg. What are voters to think of a 
government that releases warning after warning while seeking more time to make a decision? Remember, the AEMO report was 
commissioned in response to the energy security review by chief scientist Alan Finkel, which was delivered in June after being 
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commissioned last October in response to the early findings by AEMO on the statewide blackout in South Australia last 
September. Sooner or later taxpayers will wonder when the government will stop reviewing and start acting. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr974613350 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Punters left to pay for policy failures 
The Australian, Business News, 08/09/17, John Durie, page 17 

 

Malcolm Turnbull's attempts to recreate his investment banking career to reform the energy market is a nonsense and the direct 
result of a decade or more policy failure at state and federal levels. That said, the reality is not quite as simple as the government 
getting out of the way and leaving the market to its own devices. Some form of intervention may be necessary as the market 
transitions from the result of a decades-long policy failure. The political reality today is people are disgusted with the price they are 
paying for electricity and want both reliable and affordable service. Whether that comes via coal or the sun is a secondary issue, 
but if price and reliability can be guaranteed then most would rather it come in some renewable form. They are the facts, as is the 
reality that a significant number of people still wrongly believe that coal is the cheapest form of power when it isn't necessarily. All 
that provides the backdrop to the extraordinary and unseemly battle between Turnbull, his Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg and 
AGL boss Andy Vesey. The mere concept of a Liberal PM telling a private company how to run its business, and when it should 
and shouldn't close an old coal-fired plant should be an anathema to anyone who believes in free markets. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vr974613352 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Liddell power plant problems are 'mammoth' 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/09/17, James Massola and Peter Hannam, page 5 

 

Support is hardening in the federal Coalition for coal-fired power to have a medium-term role in Australia's electricity market, with 
some MPs suggesting a 'base-load investment scheme' to upgrade and extend the life of coal plants and operate alongside a 
future Clean Energy Target. But the Liddell power station at the centre of the political fight over energy is operating at below half its 
rated capacity, and would present "mammoth problems" for any company seeking to extend its life, according to a former senior 
Macquarie Generation engineer. The retired senior engineer, who worked at the coal-fired Bayswater plant and had frequent 
discussions with his counterparts at Liddell, said Liddell was known "to have massive problems". "It's just never been a good 
plant," the man, speaking on condition of anonymity, said. "It's never been reliable." Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull is due to meet 
AGL chief executive Andy Vesey on Monday to discuss the company's plans to close its Liddell power plant in 2022. The 
Australian Market Energy Operator said earlier this week Victoria and South Australia could face electricity supply shortfalls as 
early as this summer, while NSW could endure a similar squeeze after Liddell shuts. The federal government has not ruled out 
taking a partial stake in the Liddell plant as a last resort to maintain the plant, but believes it is likely a private sector buyer, such as 
Delta Electricity, will be found to keep it operating. Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg may also face a push to water down the 
Clean Energy Target proposed by Chief Scientist Alan Finkel. He would not comment on whether he had had discussions about a 
"base-load investment scheme", but said the AEMO report "has reset the debate about energy policy". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rc974613354 

Also displayed in the Age, Canberra Times and on the Canberra Times and WA Today websites 

 

 
PM needs a policy power up 
West Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Sarah Martin, page 21 

 

There was a time in the 1990s when comic book hero Superman went through a controversial 'Electric Blue' phase. The story goes 
that while deprived of the sunlight needed to charge up his strengths, the man of steel was briefly reinvented as an energy-based 
superhero with blue skin and electric powers so difficult to control he inadvertently fried a toaster at home. Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull might be turning to this controversial incarnation of the superhero as he seeks to recast himself as the country's saviour 
on energy prices that are crippling households and businesses across the country. This week, the coalition has begun doing what it 
has talked about needing to do for many months - talking about one of the issues that matter to everyday Australians. Against the 
backdrop of constitutional uncertainty clouding the Governm ull has visited the Snowy Hydro scheme in Victoria for a 
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third time and summoned energy chiefs to Canberra to ensure they are offering customers the best available deals on their 
electricity bills. Energy policy has been the most politically dangerous area for leaders of both political parties in Australia for more 
than a decade. Like a steamroller through Federal Parliament, climate change policy first savaged Kevin Rudd's credibility in 2009 
over his failed carbon emissions intensity scheme, took down Turnbull from the Liberal leadership in the same year to install Tony 
Abbott, and then like a wrecking ball, knocked off Julia Gillard when she admitted after the 2010 election that her emissions policy 
was effectively a carbon tax. […]  Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg have many hurdles to overcome before they can 
present to the public an energy policy, not least getting agreement from within the coalition party room. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0rc974613360 

Also displayed on the West Australian website 

 

Crikey Worm: plebiscite D-Day, and was that a Tassie tiger? 
Crikey.com.au, Current Affairs, 07/09/17, Cassidy Knowlton, page 1 

 

[…]  Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg will meet AGL chief executive Andy Vesey to try to 
convince him to sell, rather than decommission, the Liddell coal-fired power station in the NSW Hunter Valley, even though doing 
so would be against AGL's commercial interests. In a series of tweets on Tuesday the AGL boss said the company was getting out 
of coal and the Liddell plant was past its use-by date, but the government wants it to remain open for another five years. Two 
private companies, Delta Electricity and a second that did not want to be named, have expressed interest in buying the station, 
which will come as a relief to the government because the alternative might be for the Commonwealth to buy Liddell itself. But AGL 
does not seem to be in the mood to sell -- the company's statement to the ASX yesterday rather airily "notes" speculation and the 
government's interest, but confirms "the company has made no commitment to sell the Liddell Power Station nor to extend its life 
beyond 2022". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ew974613442 

 

 
We shouldn't have to shop around for utilities 
Brisbane Courier-Mail, Other, 08/09/17,  

 

Every few months I receive a phone call from Telstra, usually when I am up to my elbows in something. The caller exchanges a 
few pleasantries and then says he or she is checking I’m getting the best possible deal from Telstra. As I am barely account 
literate, I have little idea of the deal I’m on and even less idea of whether it could be better. But I fondly/foolishly presume I am on 
the best deal Telstra can offer because it knows from its metering and accounting system precisely how much and how I use my 
telephone. When they invented the term “lazy consumer”, they were thinking of me, although they might even have been 
constructing the phrase “ignorant consumer”. I’m one of a cohort of older Australians whose relationship with Telstra began with 
the simplicities of the Post Master General’s Department and ended with me having shares in something we once all owned. Now 
alternative providers compete with each other and compete within themselves with multiple packages and contracts. That’s 
competition, the economic elixir that is supposed to bring delirious levels of efficiency and wonderful reductions in costs. It is the 
medicine that is supposed to get us the best deal from banks although, for possibly the same reasons, I am yet to benefit from it. 
When politicians say “change banks”, I think “frying pan, fire”. Similarly, choice and competition is supposed to turn superannuation 
into the pathway to an idyllic retirement. In the latest battle for our retirement buck the Financial Services Council has its eyes on 
what it calls “subscale” default super funds. Among the combative waffle, FSC boss Sally Loane was quoted as saying: “Many 
can’t change funds because of the current industrial awards governing default super, and many are chronically disengaged or 
disinterested.’’ 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/couriermail.com.au/2017/09/07/ee837c32-f7e6-4f89-a70a-cec962039c52.html 

Also displayed on the Adelaide Now, Herald Sun and Northern Territory News websites 

 

 
Grattan on Friday – Turnbull's rush for an energy ‘announceable' sows confusion 
The Conversation, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Day after day, the Deputy Prime Minister sits behind Malcolm Turnbull in question time, facing Labor’s unrelenting attack on his 
right to be on the frontbench. There’s the occasional laugh, to keep up appearances, but mostly he has the face of a man who’s 
whipping himself. What’s most personally painful for Joyce, who as leader has been very focused on maintaining the Nationals’ 
sense of loyalty to the team, is that he has let the team down. A check would have revealed he needed to address his dual New 
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Zealand citizenship. He regularly warns the Coalition party room against distractions and he is embarrassed that he’s caused a big 
one. But what’s done – or wasn’t done – is now in the past. Turnbull might be confident the High Court will uphold his position but 
Joyce is already preparing for a by-election if things go badly. The government can accuse the opposition of neglecting 
mainstream issues in its preoccupation with Joyce. Barnaby Joyce looks like he's doing it tough. […]  Thus on Tuesday Turnbull 
told parliament he and energy minister Josh Frydenberg were in discussions to extend the life of AGL’s Liddell coal- fired power 
station, in the Hunter region of NSW, for at least five years beyond its scheduled 2022 closure. But then Tony [sic] Vesey, chief of 
AGL, which has made much of its long-term intention to move out of coal, reaffirmed via Twitter the Liddell closure schedule. 

 

Read Item: https://theconversation.com/grattan-on-friday-turnbulls-rush-for-an-energy-announceable-sows-confusion-
83672 

 

 

ANZ chief says bank unlikely to finance any deal to extend life of Liddell power plant 
The Australian, Other, 07/09/17, Richard Gluyas 

 

The Federal Government's hopes of extending the life of the Liddell power station in NSW have hit a hurdle, with ANZ Bank saying 
it was unlikely to finance a transaction. ANZ chief executive Shayne Elliott told ABC Radio in Hobart this morning that the bank 
insists on high environmental standards in any new coal-fired power project. It was therefore unlikely that ANZ would fund a 
purchase of Liddell from its owner AGL, which is under pressure from the Turnbull Government to extend the operating life or sell 
the plant instead of allowing it to close in 2022. AGL said in a statement to the Australian Securities Exchange yesterday that it was 
committed to the closure of Liddell at the end of its operating life in 2022. The company said it had flagged its intentions in April 
2015 to avoid the volatility created by the sudden exit from the national electricity market of other coal-fired power stations. “AGL 
will continue to engage with governments, regulators and other stakeholders to deliver appropriate outcomes but notes that the 
company has made no commitment to sell the Liddell power station nor to extend its life beyond 2022,” the statement said. 
Malcolm Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg will meet AGL chief executive Andy Vesey on Monday to try and convince 
him to sell the Hunter Valley plant. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/07/9eb10ea8-4521-465a-9dcf-633cb8494ace.html 

 

 
Senate votes down removing GST from electricity prices amid warnings Australians will die this summer 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

A proposal to remove GST from electricity rates - which could slash as much as $200 from an annual energy bill - has been voted 
down. The private bill was rejected despite fears Australians could die in the upcoming summer season due to “crippling” costs. 
Liberal Democrat senator David Leyonhjelm argued that despite water being GST-free because it is considered an “essential 
service”, energy is not given the same consideration. Senator Leyonhjelm, who put forward a private bill, has been campaigning for 
the government to right a wrong and help ease the pain of household bills for average Australians. He said households have been 
crippled by soaring electricity costs over the past decade, with bills rising about eight per cent each year. In the last quarter alone, 
power bills rose by a whopping 20 per cent. According to the Australian, the proposal would have cut Australian power bills by nine 
per cent on average. But his bill was voted down by Labor. “We will never know just how many deaths this winter can be attributed 
to unaffordable electricity but the number would be substantial,” Senator Leyonhjelm said, adding a stark warning that more deaths 
would occur this summer if something wasn’t done to fix the problem. […] [Pictured: Minister for the Environment and Energy Josh 
Frydenberg, Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Treasurer Scott Morrison during a 
meeting with energy company heads at the Commonwealth Parliamentary Offices in Sydney, Wednesday, August 30. Picture: 
Dean Lewins.] 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/07/143f05ba-0d72-493a-bad1-d585a547bf35.html 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail, Adelaide Now, Northern Territory News, The Mercury and Herald Sun websites 

 

 
PM Turnbull deals with identity crisis 
Yahoo! Prime7, Other, 07/09/17, Paul Osborne 

 

One of the drags on the coalition's standing in the polls is what could best be described as Malcolm Turnbull's identity crisis. The 
latest Essential and Newspoll results this week continue Labor's clear lead over the coalition - the 19th loss for the government in a 
row, in terms of Newspoll. But the most fascinating aspect of the Newspoll was Turnbull's 17-point lead as preferred prime minister 
over Bill Shorten (46 per cent versus 29 per cent). Voters cle  Turnbull in terms of who is best placed to lead the country. 
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However, the surge of support the Liberal-Nationals coalition received after seizing the leadership from Tony Abbott waned many 
months ago. That support was based on a perception that Turnbull was the "Anti-Abbott" - a moderate, a republican, supportive of 
same-sex marriage, decisive action on climate change and transforming the economy beyond reliance of exports of "old king coal" 
to new jobs in agile and innovative industries. Over the past two years Turnbull has done his best to confuse voters about what he 
stands for. This week's pledge to look at keeping open a coal-fired power station slated to close in 2022 continues that trend. 
Turnbull and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg will meet with AGL executives on Monday to discuss the future of the Liddell power 
station in the NSW Hunter Valley. 

 

Read Item: https://au.prime7.yahoo.com/q1/news/a/-/national/36995481/pm-turnbull-deals-with-identity-crisis/ 

Also displayed on the Yahoo! News Australia, GWN7 - Yahoo!7, 9News.com.au and World News Australia websites 

 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 07/09/17, Samantha Maiden, Live Question Time in Parliament. Sarah Henderson, Member for 
Corangamite asks about updates on what the government is doing to make energy reliable and affordable for Australian 
households and businesses. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy says that he knows that Henderson is 
concerned about the businesses in her electorate like AKD Softwood which has seen their gas and electricity prices increased 
massively. He says the government is committed to putting downward pressure electricity prices and stabilising the system and 
cleaning up the mess by the Labor Party. He says abolishing the Limited Merits Review and getting major concessions from the 
major retailers. He says the Leader of the Opposition is no longer the worker's choice because he is selling out the blue-collar 
workers by committing to close coal-fired power stations. He says the Member for Port Adelaide was asked about supporting 
closing coal-fired power stations. He says he said the coal-fired power stations will close by age and he could not answer the 
question clearly. He says they have advice from AEMO in keeping coal-fired power stations is in the interest of Australian 
consumers along with keeping prices lower and stabilising the energy system.  

 

2GB, Afternoons, 07/09/17, Steve Price, interview with Craig Kelly, Chair of the Coalition's Climate Committee, Member for 
Hughes. Price reports on The Australian story today written by Eli Greenblat and Damon Kitney on Rio Tinto's boss telling a 
Minerals Council function yesterday that in ten years Australia has seen 'nearly the most expensive' electricity in the world. Kelly 
says this is what he has warned about for a long time, saying that it is the consequence of a rush to renewable energy. He says 
that intermittent wind and solar power can't be relied on without backups, impacted by coal-fired power stations exiting the market, 
leading to high prices. He says it is starting to affect the economy. Price notes on David Leyonhjelm's idea of removing GST for 
electricity that the Prime Minister and Scott Morrison have ruled out. Kelly says that the problem is with the GST going to fund state 
programs, cuts to such programs need to be decided on. Price points out the NSW State Government has a surplus. Kelly points 
out that such cuts would 'mask over the problem', saying a change would be seen by a cut to the renewable energy target. He 
points out that there are around $2.4b in subsidies that are increasing. Price says that he is a member of the Government who is 
refusing to cut this, noting Josh Frydenberg and Malcolm Turnbull. Kelly says that they had the same issue under Tony Abbott, 
inheriting Kevin Rudd's Renewable Energy Target that they have tried to get down. Price reckons that Turnbull and Frydenberg 
need to end the Paris agreement and junk targets. He notes on the impact on local businesses. Kelly says that the target is not 
doing anything for the environment, saying it is making it worse, as companies will go offshore due to prices. He says that 
aluminium industry will use 'dirtier energy' in China. Price wonders on Turnbull's suggestions of talking to AGL about extending the 
life of the Liddell Power Plant, with the AGL boss Andy Vesey rejecting claims on Twitter. Kelly says that the Australian reports that 
AGL's senior communication director has ties to the Labor Party and was part of Get Up!. Kelly says that there will be a meeting 
with AGL on Monday morning, saying that the company has increased their share price by $7b, which he says is off the back of 
'struggling Australian consumers' and businesses. He says that AGL has a vested interest to create a political atmosphere that is 
anti-coal. Price says he is annoyed by the AGL's ad on coal. Kelly says that the company has disconnected the electricity to almost 
75,00 households, which is not in line with their adverts. Price says he's amazed that Joel Fitzgibbon can ask questions in 
Parliament given he is supposed to represent Labor voters. Kelly says that Labor is selling out their electorate for Greens votes. He 
says he continues to call for more coal-fired stations and notes the report yesterday that Victoria has 40% chance for blackouts in 
summer.  

 

 
ABC News, Webcast Afternoons, 07/09/17, Tracey Holmes, The federal government is ramping up the pressure on AGL over its 
Liddell Power Station, which is due to close in 2022. The Coalition is hoping someone buys the plant but AGL says it hasn't 
committed to selling it. Federal Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg wants to convince the energy company to sell. 

 

 

ABC News, Lateline, 07/09/17, Emma Alberici, Pre-recorded Interview with Mark Butler, Shadow Minister for Energy and Climate 
Change. A decision on the fate of the Hunter Valley power station at the centre of a political stoush could be imminent. Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull will meet AGL Chief Andy Vesey on Monday in a bid to persuade him to sell the Liddell plant, so its life 
can be extended beyond 2022. The AGL told at the Australian Stock Exchange it had made no commitment to that effect, but both 
Treasurer Scott Morrison and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg insists all options are still on the table. Butler says Turnbull is 
taking attention away from the core recommendation of the Energy Market Operator's report this week. He says everyone wants to 
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make sure they keep reliable power in NSW and all of the other states. He says AEMO projection that there would be a shortfall 
assumes that the investment strike they are currently seeing in the country continues for the next five years. He says Matthew 
Warren from the Energy Council said today that they don't have a problem with all plants closing, but the problem is they don't 
have a plan to replace them. He says AGL has also made a point there is a likelihood of additional gas peaking plant being 
invested over the next few years. He says commentary over the course of the last 48 hours indicates it would cost $100m to 
extend the life of Liddell for a few years. 

 
 

ABC Radio Melbourne, Drive, 07/09/17, Rafael Epstein, Continuing Interview with James Massola, Chief Political 
Correspondent, The Age and Sydney Morning Herald. Epstein asks what is going on in regards to energy with Labor Shorten 
getting stuck into the idea of privatisation of the energy industry and criticising the government for wanting to intervene in the 
market. Massola says Shorten is trying to make a point of difference between him and Prime Minister [Malcolm Turnbull]. He says 
Shorten is trying to say that the government is trailing Labor so they are intervening in the gas market to reserve gas for domestic 
use and while the government is open to that, they are trying to get their ducks in a row. He says Shorten is trying to position 
himself as leading on the issue in comparison with Turnbull and the Coalition. He says that there is an idea kicked around of a 
grand bargain where Turnbull and Frydenberg, to keep the two sides of the party room in line, there will be a mechanism support to 
coal-fired power stations and a clean energy target that may not be as grand as the chief scientist [Alan Finkel] recommended.  

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

Animal house 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, James Jeffrey, page 11 

 

Given how much the High Court is looming over our dual citizen pollies  there was some jollity as at least one of them visited the 
animals at Parliament House for Threatened Species Day yesterday. Still, Barnaby Joyce got among it with gusto. As did some of 
the not threatened pollies. Behold the haunting photo tweeted by Christopher Pyne of his good self with Anthony Albanese and 
someone in a bilby suit. Readers of a certain age may have flashbacks to the Watership Down episode of The Goodies. There was 
a wallaby, baby Tasmanian devils and a hatful of baby quolls snuggled together in a warm pile of spotted fur. Joyce, Bridget 
McKenzie, Josh Frydenberg, Warren Entsch and Luke Howarth were among those who got among the reptiles. Tanya Plibersek 
also had a close encounter with the rough-scaled python, demonstrating exemplary taste by describing it as "handsome". Then she 
got her hands on George the wombat, who was on a mission to become a one-animal irrigation scheme and share the contents of 
his evidently titanic bladder. Plibersek was not spared. "That's all right. I've had three children, I've been peed on before," she said, 
adding with a smile, "and from greater heights than this." We dips our lid. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bu974613362 

 

 
Slippery operators meet political animals 
Sydney Morning Herald  General News, 08/09/17, page 6 

 

The polls might not be great for certain MPs, but actual threatened species arrived at Parliament House on Thursday to raise 
awareness of plants and animals at risk of extinction. Among them were a rough-scaled python Warren Entsch used to taunt Josh 
Frydenberg, and George the wombat who met Treasurer Scott Morrison, Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce, and Liberal MPs 
Jane Prentice and Tim Wilson.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bu974613364 

 

 
Pyning for a little cuddle 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 08/09/17, page 6 
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Our federal MPs marked Threatened Species Day by getting in touch with their warm and fuzzy sides yesterday, including 
Christopher Pyne and Anthony Albanese, left, with a bilby; Energy and Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg, above, with a 
snake, while Deputy Opposition Leader Tanya Plibersek, right, had a sticky situation when a wombat urinated on her.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0bu974613366 

 

 
Rescue plan underway for Mallee emu-wren after bushfires destroy natural habitat 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17, Emmie Dowling 

 

A rescue plan is underway to try to save one of Australia's smallest native birds, the Mallee emu wren, in the eastern parts of South 
Australia. The tiny endangered bird, which weighs less than a pen, is under threat after bushfires destroyed much of its habitat and 
sent bird numbers plummeting. Now the Mallee emu-wren, described by bird enthusiasts as the 'holy grail' of birds, can only be 
found in Victoria's north-west after the 2014 bushfires in South Australia. Researchers like Dr Simon Watson from La Trobe 
University are worried a severe bushfire season could threaten the remaining bird population. "The very worst-case scenario is that 
we have such a fire season that we don't need to worry about Mallee emu-wrens anymore, because they don't exist," Dr Watson 
said. "We talk about extinction vortexes, and basically once populations get to a certain point, there's not enough individuals to 
breed and bring that population back." Scientists, Zoos SA, along with the Victorian and South Australian governments have come 
up with a breeding program to try to protect the endangered bird. It is one of the 20 priority bird species under the national 
threatened species strategy. 

 
Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-07/rescue-plan-for-native-bird-after bushfires-destroyed-habitat/8881712 

Also displayed on the Radio Australia and WEB MSN Australia websites 

 

 

Threatened species: pollies welcome blighted animals to Canberra 
Guardian Australia, Other, 07/09/17, Mike Bowers 

 

[Image gallery]  Australia’s politicians marked the country’s annual Threatened Species Day by welcoming a range of animals to 
Canberra – some of whom were more happy to be there than others. The day marks the death of the last Tasmanian thylacine in 
1936. The energy and environment minister, Josh Frydenberg, faces up to a rough-scaled python held by Warren Entsch. More 
than 90 species have gone extinct in Australia since European colonisation and more than 1,700 species are now formally 
recognised as being in danger of extinction. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/world/gallery/2017/sep/07/threatened-species-pollies-welcome-blighted-animals-
to-canberra 

 

 
Tanya Plibersek gets peed on by wombat during Threatened Species Day 
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Wombat pee? No worries. Tanya Plibersek has brushed off a sticky situation in federal parliament today after a wombat urinated all 
over her hands. The Deputy Labor leader and other federal MPs were marking Threatened Species Day at Parliament House by 
meeting endangered Australian animals when one of the furry critters let loose. The Member for Sydney was unphased by the 
unexpected soaking from George the wombat in front of a host of reporters and television cameras. She said, as a mum of three, 
she’d had worse. “That’s alright, I’ve had three children. I’ve been peed on before and from greater heights than this,” she said. 
Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg had a close encounter with a snake, while the Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby 
Joyce and Treasurer Scott Morrison took the chance for a cuddle with a koala. The Turnbull Government has committed to 19 new 
grants worth more than $3 million to help community groups to fight the extinction of threatened species. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/09/07/b76c16be-3dbe-431d-924e-167fbdacdf03.html 

Also displayed on the Adelaide Now, Northern Territory News, Brisbane Courier-Mail, Perth Now and Herald Sun websites 
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ABC Radio Brisbane, Drive, 07/09/17, Emma Griffiths, Interview with Louise Yaxley, political correspondent, ABC News Online. 
Yaxley shares a story she might have or know about an animal that has pooped on a person in light of a bear in the US that 
pooped at a zoo. She says Deputy Labor Leader Tanya Plibersek was peed on by a wombat today. She notes Environment 
Minister Josh Frydenberg marked today's National Threatened Species Day commemorations by visiting a whole range of 
gorgeous animals including a koala called Irene, a wombat called George and some snakes and quolls along with Plibersek. 

 
 

ABC Radio Canberra, Afternoons, 07/09/17, Laura Tchilinguirian, Interview with Gregory Andrews, Threatened Species 
Commissioner, about the Threatened Species Bake Off as part of the Threatened Species Day. Andrews says the judges include 
himself, Annabel Crab and UNSW restoration ecologist, Dr Bec West. He says participants can post it to Facebook, Twitter or 
Youtube with a hashtag tsbakeoff. He says he made a numbat cake. He says the Threatened Species Day marks the anniversary 
of the death of the last thylacine. He says he's just come back from Parliament House where he brought animals in and met with 
the Treasurer [Scott Morrison], the Deputy Prime Minister [Barnaby Joyce], [Senator] Zed Seselja and Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, Tanya Plibersek. He says he's been using social media like Facebook to raise awareness about the threatened 
species. He says Minister [Josh] Frydenberg announced today an additional 19 projects worth $3m for threatened species. He 
says they're also working with the ACT Government and Mulligan's Flat to have a huge expansion of the reserve to serve as a safe 
haven for more of the koalas, bandicoots, and bettongs. He says the animals and plants are deeply embedded in Australians' 
hearts. He says there's a kangaroo and emu sitting up on the code of arms at Parliament House. He says our money have animals 
on it, our rugby teams named the Wallabies, a kangaroo on the tail of Qantas. He says when he was advised by Dr Rachel Lowry 
from Zoos Victoria that there were only seven male frogs calling the wild. He says there are now quite a few hundred frogs in 
Kosciuszko National Park. He says his job's advertised on the Department of Environment's website  

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Other 
 
 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, @TKoutsantonisMP @DavidBevanSA Tom I know how grateful u r for our 
role in getting sufficient dom gas to bring Peli… https://t.co/96YgdrV2bl 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905747773961601024 

 

 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, @TKoutsantonisMP @DavidBevanSA SA in 16-17 imported 20% of its 
power from Vic compared to 12% in 14-15 when Northern operating 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905739119002660865 

 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, RT @TSCommissioner: Thanks Minister @JoshFrydenberg for your 
support #SavingSpecies and Investment in @envirogov Indigenous staff like @tes… 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905742125999857664 

 
 
Twitter, General News, 07/09/17  @JoshFrydenberg, The Government welcomes the High Court decision on the Australian 
Marriage Law Postal Survey. Be sure to vote. I'll be voting yes. 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905661816981749760 

 

 
Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, RT @MathiasCormann: The Government welcomes the decision by the 
High Court on the Australian Marriage Law Postal Survey: https://t.co/nVVWh… 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905655565530968064 

 

 
Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Thanks @TSCommissioner & @austreptilepark for bringing adorable 
Australian animals to Parliament House to celebrate… https://t.co/jYc9Xmi2iJ 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905647481219723265 

 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, 19 projects supported under the latest Threatened Species Strategy 
funding announced today on #ThreatenedSpeciesDay… https://t.co/jphqXg4ekh 
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Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905625507143618560 

 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Terrific to speak at @GreeningAust's 35th anniversary celebration at 
Parliament House last night. https://t.co/WXcDdkdyT1 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905576740298227712 

 

Twitter, General News, 07/09/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Coming up shortly on @abcadelaide, talking to @DavidBevanSA & 
@ali__clarke about #energy reliability in South Australia. 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/905573738904657920 

 
 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
 
Antarctica 
 
 
 

New animals could live under Antarctic glaciers: ANU 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/09/17, Emily Baker, page 10 

 

Previously undiscovered animals and plants may live in warm caves under Antarctica's glaciers, according to a new study led by 
the Australian National University. Forensic analysis of soil samples from caves on Ross Island revealed traces of DNA from algae, 
mosses and small animals. ANU Fenner School of Environment and Society senior lecturer Ceridwen Fraser, who led the study, 
said some of the DNA sequences were unrecognised in the researchers' database. "That might just be because there are plants 
and animals in Antarctica that we haven't sequenced at those parts of the genome before, so they might just be your bog-standard 
plants and animals from Antarctica, or they might indicate something more exciting, like species that we don't know anything about 
yet," she said. "There was one set of sequences that look like they're from some sort of arthropod, and arthropods are things like 
spiders, mites, a lot of insects ... You could imagine maybe a cave mite or some sort of insect-like organism that's down there." Dr 
Fraser said she went in search of life in the caves because they were an unusually hospitable environment. The caves systems 
were created from steam emitted by active volcano Mount Erebus, with some caves capturing significant light and recording 
temperatures of up to 25 degrees, she said. Researchers will return to Antarctica within the next two years to try to find further 
signs of life. The research, undertaken with Antarctica New Zealand and the Marsden Fund, has been published in international 
journal Polar Biology. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal com/0bu974613368 

Also displayed in the Canberra Times  

 

 
Life on the rocks 
Herald Sun, General News, 08/09/17, Mark Dunn, page 13 

 

Animals and plants could be living in mysterious warm caves under Antarctica's frozen glaciers, a new study from the Australian 
National University has found. Steam from an active volcano around Mt Erebus, on Ross Island in Antarctica, has hollowed out 
extensive cave systems that can generate almost summery conditions, despite the frigid conditions above. "It can be really warm 
inside the caves - up to 25C in some caves," said lead researcher Dr Ceridwen Fraser, of the ANU's Fenner School of 
Environment and Society. "You could wear a T-shirt in there and be pretty comfortable. There's light near the cave mouths, and 
light filters deeper into some caves where the overlying ice is thin." Forensic analyses of soil samples from the caves have shown 
DNA traces from small invertebrate animals, algae and mosses. Some of the flora and invertebrate samples, where DNA 
sequences could not be matched, may be new discoveries. Professor Laurie Connell, a co-researcher from the University of Maine 
in the United States, said the intriguing DNA traces did not conclusively prove plants and animals were still living in the caves. "The 
next steps will be to take a closer look at the caves and search for living organisms. If they exist, it opens the door to an exciting 
new world," she said. Co-researcher Professor Craig Cary, from the University of Waikato in New Zealand, said previous research 
had found diverse bacterial and fungal communities lived in Antarctica's volcanic caves. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0km974613372 

 

 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
 
 

Solar farm burns money 
The Australian, Business News, 08/09/17, Adam Creighton, page 27 

 

Imagine putting $100 in the bank and getting back a guaranteed $8.30 a year for four years, and then $5.90 a year for the next 
decade - all taxed at a maximum rate of 30 per cent. Your 2.9 per cent high interest saver account, taxed at 39 per cent, isn't 
looking so good. Courtesy of Australian electricity users, and the stupidity of the commonwealth government, Saudi Arabia's Abdul 
Latif Jameel Energy, which bought Spanish solar farm builder Fotowatio in early 2015, has indeed struck such stellar returns. In 
2014 the Australian Renewable Energy Agency proudly made a $101.7m grant to the Spanish company for a $164m wind farm 
about 10km out of Moree, comprising 250,000 solar panels. An enthusiastic Clean Energy Finance Corporation chipped in a $47m 
loan to help, leaving Fotowatio with only $15.3m to put towards the project itself. With a capacity of just under 150,000 megawatt 
hours a year, the solar farm, up and running, will generate about $12.8m in revenue a year for the next few years, based on the 
current Large-scale Generation Certificates (LGC) price of $85. Assuming that price falls to $60 on average between 2020 and 
2030, the farm will provide a tidy $9m a year to the Saudi owners. All up, over the 14 years, the $15 3m investment would have 
reaped about $140m for the owners, a return of more than 900 per cent, which, by the way, is quite a bit better than the typical 
super fund. "The project would not be possible without the unwavering support of the local community, Moree Plains Shire Council, 
the federal Members for Parkes, NSW state government, all the people who have dedicated many hours to development of the 
project, and last but not least, ARENA and the CEFC who have provided funding for the project," said the Fotowatio regional 
manager for Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0km974613376 

 

 
Victorians will be paid to cut energy during extreme heat, peak demand this summer 
Herald Sun, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Victorians will be paid to turn down airconditioners during extreme heat or at times of peak power demand in an effort to avoid 
large-scale blackouts this summer.  This strategic “demand management” approach to power use — already widely used overseas 
— will be one of the measures taken to keep the lights on in Victoria. Australia’s energy market operator revealed this week that 
both Victoria and South Australia needed to take urgent measures to avoid an increased risk of energy shortfalls in the coming 
months. Under the plan, Victorian households and businesses would be able to volunteer to use less energy, for a discount on 
their bill, when the national power grid is under stress. Energy providers who will take part in the $30 million trial — run by the 
Australian Energy Market Operator and the Australian Renewable Energy Agency — will be announced in late October. The 
scheme would provide incentive payments to consumers who volunteer to be on standby to cut their power use — for as little as 30 
minutes — during emergencies or on days of high electricity demand. This could involve consumers turning down airconditioners 
or cutting backyard pool pumps for a short period, in return for credits on their bill. This could potentially cut up to $500 off an 
annual household power budget. Energy retailers will decide how to recruit customers and the discount rate. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/heraldsun.com.au/2017/09/07/57bd3cfb-1f0d-445a-a719-6c1a50004687.html 

 

 
Energy operator fears power shortage 
PSNews, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) has called for more investment funding and new approaches to supplying reliable 
energy services in its 2017 Electricity Statement of Opportunities, released this week. AEMO, which has the responsibility of 
operating the country’s largest gas and electricity markets and power systems, said the investment and new ideas were needed to 
ensure it had a reliable portfolio of despatchable energy resources to respond quickly and effectively to the needs of the nation’s 
power system. Managing Director and Chief Executive at AEMO, Audrey Zibelman said Australia’s energy system was undergoing 
unprecedented transformation.  She said modelling showed reserves had reduced to the extent that there was a heightened risk of 
significant shortages over the next 10 years. “Targeted actions, such as the pursuit of 1,000 megawatts of strategic reserves 
across Victoria and South Australia, as well as through an innovative program of demand response with the Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency are necessary to provide additional firming ca  reduce risks of supply interruptions,” Ms Zibelman said. 
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“AEMO’s primary role is to maintain system balance,” she said. “It is the physics of the power system that define the requirements 
for balance and it’s our role to ensure that the resource is able to meet the demands of the system at a time and at a location 
where it is necessary.” She said the power system did not have the reserves it once had, and therefore to balance peak summer 
demand in real time, targeted actions to provide additional capability were necessary. Ms Zibelman said AEMO was indifferent to 
what fuels or technology resources were utilised, but affordable, secure energy for everyone remained its goal. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/567/news/energy-operator-fears-power-shortage 

 

 
AGL suspends household battery installations for Adelaide's cutting-edge Virtual Power Plant 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Power giant AGL has ceased installations of household batteries in Adelaide as part of a trial 'Virtual Power Plant' and is flagging a 
change of battery technology, but won't confirm if it is experiencing problems with its current product. The scheme went live in 
March and has seen hundreds of households install with Sunverge batteries, heavily subsidised by AGL and the Federal 
Government's renewable energy agency ARENA. Under the scheme, flagged as "the largest project of its kind in the world", AGL 
has the power to simultaneously discharge power from the batteries into the grid, helping secure the grid when needed. AGL wrote 
to prospective customers this week, alerting them that the company is ceasing installations as it plans to introduce "next-generation 
battery technology into our next phase of installations". Two months ago AGL customer Rob Fitzgerald had an AGL battery system 
installed at a short-term rental property he owns in Parkside, to help control spiralling electricity costs. Yet he said the near-new 
battery was now in line for replacement. "In August we had this one installed and I got a call the other day to say they're upgrading 
the system, upgrading the battery. Technology's changed," Mr Fitzgerald said. "They said it should be around about November 
when they put the battery in and do the upgrades." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-07/battery-scheme-under-the spotlight/8883330 

 

There's a lot of talk about energy right now. Here are some facts 
arena.gov.au, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

At the end of each working day, millions of Australians will come through the front door and flick on the light switch or the air 
conditioner at around the same time. If there’s not enough power in the grid when this happens, there’s a chance the lights may not 
come on. Most of the time that worst-case scenario doesn’t happen, thanks in large part to dispatchable energy. Dispatchable 
energy is electricity that can be made available – or dispatched – by a power generator or energy system whenever it’s needed, or 
switched off when it’s not. It’s a bit like being able to adjust the hot water in the shower if someone decides to run water in the 
kitchen sink at the same time. Dispatchable energy resources also include home batteries and demand response, where 
customers can be paid to reduce their electricity use during peak times or emergencies. In addition to helping to meet our demand 
for electricity at peak times, such as before and after work or on extremely hot days in summer, dispatchable power can also help 
to smooth out electricity supply when the amount of renewable energy in the grid increases or decreases. This ability to stabilise 
the power grid makes flexible capacity an important part of Australia’s future, given that future will also involve increasing amounts 
of variable renewable energy.  

 

Read Item: https://arena.gov.au/blog/dispatchableenergy/ 

 

 
Renewable energy could meet power needs of 2022: ARENA 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17, David Coady, Eleanor Hall 

 

[Audio] While the Federal Government lobbies to keep a AGL coal fired power station open, developments in the renewables 
sector suggest it's not the best way to stabilise Australia's power grid. The Australian Renewable Energy Agency says storage 
system technology for renewables will be ready to meet Australia's power needs within the five year window before AGL's Hunter 
Valley power plant closes. One company developing a decentralised marketplace for small scale power generators suggests 
storage technology for rooftop solar will be a game changer. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/centralcoast/programs/worldtoday/renewable-energy-could-meet-power-needs-by-
2022:-arena/8881936 
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Radio National, The World Today, 07/09/17, Eleanor Hall, Report by David Coady, on renewable energy's capability to meet 
demands Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) believes they can be ready to meet Australia's needs by the time AGL's 
Liddell Power Plant in Hunter Valley is set to close down. Phil Blythe, Founder and CEO, GreenSync, says storage in rooftop solar 
panels along with the establishment of a link, called [Decentralised] Energy Exchange (deX), between plenty of generators that can 
exchange local energy could greatly change the game. Blythe notes that while deX is still not ready, they have ample time to 
distribute the resources necessary by 2022. Philip Cohn, Business Development and Transactions Team, ARENA, has faith in 
renewable energy to make up for the gap that will be created by Liddell's closure, and says that they are cooperating with 
Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) regarding the idea of a strategic reserve, which would involve businesses aiding in the 
case of an energy shortfall. 

 

 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 
 

Ways of seeing 
The Australian, Features, 08/09/17, Victoria Laurie, page 40 

 

Two seasoned experts are pooling their knowledge to enlarge our understanding of nature in a fruitful meeting of Western science 
and indigenous knowledge, botanist Stephen Hopper and Nyoongar elder Noel Nannup have embarked on a "common cause" to 
map the country they share both are credentialled authorities on nature. A renowned conservation biologist and former director of 
Royal botanic Gardens in Kew, Hopper is now chair in biodiversity at the University of Western Australia. Nannup is a heritage 
consultant with an honorary doctorate and cultural lecturer role at Edith Cowan University. They met 30 years ago when Hopper 
joined the state wildlife authority as a new graduate and met fellow worker Nannup  a mission-educated Aboriginal man also 
tutored by his relatives in Nyoongar language and culture. "Like most Australians my age, I'd not met an Aboriginal person until I 
started working," recalls Hopper. On their first trip together to survey a national park east of perth, Hopper glimpsed in Nannup a 
different way of seeing the "wilderness". "I'd been told the nature of this state was wild, and yet Noel stood there pointing to yam 
plants saying 'these yams were planted by humans'. It got me thinking, maybe there's another story. And Noel is a great educator." 
Says Nannup: "As I bounced ideas off Steve, I learned more about the science side of things. It's a two-way exchange." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gw974613378 

 

 
Beautiful but 'like wasps': slugs show hidden talents 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/09/17, Tim Connell, page 10 

 

Beneath the waves of Nelson Bay this weekend a band of divers will search the seabed on a now-familiar neon Easter egg hunt for 
the 15th Sea Slug Census. The seasonal slug survey began as a way for divers and Southern Cross University researchers to 
track the bay's marine life, and confirmed Port Stephens as a hub for 250 species of the nudibranch variety of sea slug. The slugs' 
fever dream patterns have filled volunteers' underwater lenses with a saturation of colour and silent, strange behaviours. Slugs can 
be hot pink or burnt orange, polka dot with lilac frills, armed with cruel blue spikes or plump and frosted like desserts. "They're ideal 
for underwater photographers," the dive's organiser Tom Davis said. "They're colourful and they don't run away when you get 
close." Bright slugs tend to be venomous - "like wasps", Mr Davis said, but only harmful if eaten - and some have only recently 
been found to harbour hidden talents. Some species redeploy the toxins from sponges they have eaten outside their own bodies 
as weapons. Others can harvest the sun's energy by devouring plant cells. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gw974613380 

 

 

Protecting threatened plants at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Walking through the native plant section at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is like taking a quick journey through the 
various landscapes of the island. From Huon pines to banksias, small flowering shrubs and spiky grasses, hundreds of different 
species of plant are on display — many of them are very rare. Chris Lang, curator of Tasmanian flora at the gardens, said he found 
all of the state's varieties remarkable. "We have such an incredibly diverse flora composed of over 1,900 species, but unfortunately 
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a percentage of those are listed as rare or threatened," he said. There are 400 species of Tasmanian plants listed as threatened 
and many of those are grown in the gardens, which uses red labels to signpost to visitors the species' status. "There's a 
disproportionate number [of threatened species] in this part of the collection," Mr Lang said of the grassland plant section. "Our 
grasslands and grassy woodlands have been subject to clearing activity post European settlement, so those have declined 
dramatically over the past 200 years." Mr Lang said educating the public about Tasmania's unique and under-threat plants was key 
to helping the community better protect the environment. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-07/protecting-threatened-plants-at-the-tasmanian-botanical-
gardens/8881220 

 

 
Rangers fired up as protectors 
West Australian, Other, 07/09/17, Jakeb Waddell 

 

Aboriginal rangers in the Kimberley are “fighting fire with fire” to protect the environment, according to a recent lecture by one of 
the region's key indigenous leaders. Kimberley Land Council chief executive Nolan Hunter spoke to more than 100 people at Notre 
Dame University’s Broome campus on August 24 about the role Aboriginal people play in mitigating the effects of climate change. 
Mr Hunter said Aboriginal people in the Kimberley and northern Australia were undertaking savanna carbon projects, which 
combined traditional burning methods with modern science. “This reduces the amount of greenhouse gas emissions released into 
the atmosphere from unmanaged wildfires,” he told the keen listeners. “This produces better biodiversity outcomes by preventing 
destructive wildfires that are more damaging. “(These) carbon projects are undertaken by indigenous rangers and owned by native 
title holders.” Mr Hunter said Kimberley Aboriginal people had led the way in relation to this work, particularly the progression of the 
carbon market economy. “It is expensive work, but there is enormous value created by the jobs generated, the cultural connection 
people get by being out on country, the transfer of knowledge, biodiversity outcome, environmental outcome and other benefits,” 
he said. Although they only make up 5 per cent of the world’s population, Mr Hunter said indigenous people were responsible for 
more than 25 per cent of the globe’s land mass and 80 per cent of its biodiversity  In the Kimberley, Aboriginal people are 
responsible for looking after nine indigenous-protected areas, four of which combine to create the largest indigenous-owned 
conservation corridor in northern Australia. “Aboriginal people play a major role in achieving significant biodiversity and 
environmental outcomes,” Mr Hunter said. 

 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/regional/rangers-fired-up-as-protectors-ng-b88583947z 

 
 

Sky News Live, Sydney, PVO News Day, David Speers, Live question time in Parliament. Member for Page Kevin Hogan asks 
Deputy PM Barnaby Joyce to outline how the government is securing the future of agriculture in Australia. Joyce says the recent 
GDP figure has shown agriculture is the fastest growing industry in Australia. He says they have increased the gross output of 
agricultural land by 30% due to effective policies like farm management deposit, water reticulation, water for fencing, biosecurity 
legislation, Country of Origin Labelling legislation, Sugar Code, Regional Investment Corporation, decentralisation and the Inland 
Rail. He accuses Labor of not believing in agriculture. He says the Shadow Minister for Agriculture did not get to question anything 
about agriculture. He says it is sad when the Member for Maribyrnong turns his back on the Australian people and on coal workers. 
He says it is also sad when ACTU leader Sally McManus has declared it is just a matter of time when the Liddell power plant will 
close because it is like saying it is just a matter of time when these labourers will lose their jobs. 

 

 

WIN Cairns, WIN News  07/09/17, Paul Taylor, A Smithfield cane farmer will burn to sugar cane fields this weekend in a bid to 
stop the spread of electric ants. Biosecurity Queensland officials are unable to safely access standing cane at the property to treat 
the invasive species. Burning the field will ensure no electric ants will be spread in cane beans. 

 
 
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
 

Combat ready 
The Australian, Features, 08/09/17, David Swan, page 12 

 

With hyper-connectivity leaving us ever more open to online attack, we need co-ordinated defence strategies As more information 
is digitised and more objects become 'connected' and 'smart', the danger of cyber crime looms ever larger. Cyber security is hitting 
a new level of priority in Australia. The government has elevated it to a ministerial responsibility and invested $230 million in a 
strategy to fight on what Malcolm Turnbull calls "the new frontier of warfare and espionage". "We need to be aware of the threats 
and how to mitigate and protect against them," the Prime Mi n January. "Awareness is the most important first step." 
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Recognising these threats, the government established the Australian Cyber Security Growth Network, an industry-led body tasked 
with driving forward industry collaboration and co-ordination on cyber security, and promoting international cooperation. Its co-
chair, Adrian Turner, is CEO of Data61, a CSIRO entity that styles itself the largest data innovation group in Australia. Turner says 
the networks we're using to conduct commerce and to automate industrial control systems are being asked to do things they were 
never designed for. "The sector is dealing with the symptoms rather than the cause in a lot of cases," he tells Research. "What we 
have is an evolving threat landscape that is moving faster than business and the community's ability to keep up. We've evolved 
from script kiddies who are hacking for fun and notoriety, to organised crime with identity theft and purportedly nation states with 
the objective of disruption. So we have to invest in new approaches." Turner says Data61 is playing a core role in Australia's 
response to global cyber security challenges, with around 70 activities under way. He says the global market for cyber security 
solutions is large and growing at 10 per cent a year - it is expected to be worth $US170 billion by 2020 - but our local industry has 
not scaled as rapidly. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gw974613382 

 

 
It's a hot topic now but earth has changed before climate change 
Herald Sun, Other, 08/09/17, page 66 

 

Weather or climate? Weather and climate mean two different things. Weather is the type of conditions in the atmosphere over a 
short period of time (ie hours, days or weeks) and takes into account temperature, rain, how much sun and wind there is and 
humidity. Climate looks at the bigger picture and patterns over a longer period. Scientists look at average rainfall, temperature, 
humidity, sunshine, wind speed and the frequency of weather events such as frost and hail - often over 30-year periods. Earth has 
experienced some dramatic climate changes and veered between periods of extreme heat and ice. Scientists believe we have had 
several ice ages that tend to occur every 100,000 years. About 20,000 years ago our planet experienced its last ice age and, since 
that peak, the planet has gradually warmed. But around 144 to 65 million years ago  earth was still hotter than today. Scientists 
have found plant and animal fossils that thrive in warm climates in parts of the world that are now much colder, such as traces of 
breadfruit trees that grow in tropical climates in Greenland. What's happening today? Ice caps from the last ice age still survive in 
Antarctica and Greenland. Scientists say earth is now in an "interglacial" period and while increasing temperatures have melted 
some ice, in many hundreds of years' time the ice may return. CSIRO and the Bureau of Meteorology are investigating the future of 
climate change in Australia and forecast hot days will become hotter and more frequent, sea levels will rise, oceans will become 
more acidic and snow depths will decline. By 2090, winter rainfall is forecast to drop in eastern Australia and southern and eastern 
states will be at greater risk of severe fire weather. Since 1910, surface air temperatures across Australia have risen by 0.9C and 
sea levels have risen by about 20cm since the early 1900s. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gw974613384 

Also prospected for Antarctica and Climate Change  

 

 
 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 

Solar farm burns money 
The Australian, Other, 08/09/17, Adam Creighton 

 

Imagine putting $100 in the bank and getting back a guaranteed $8.30 a year for four years, and then $5.90 a year for the next 
decade — all taxed at a maximum rate of 30 per cent. Your 2.9 per cent high interest saver account, taxed at 39 per cent, isn’t 
looking so good. Courtesy of Australian electricity users, and the stupidity of the commonwealth government, Saudi Arabia’s Abdul 
Latif Jameel Energy, which bought Spanish solar farm builder Fotowatio in early 2015, has indeed struck such stellar returns. In 
2014 the Australian Renewable Energy Agency proudly made a $101.7m grant to the Spanish company for a $164m wind farm 
about 10km out of Moree, comprising 250,000 solar panels. An enthusiastic Clean Energy Finance Corporation chipped in a $47m 
loan to help, leaving Fotowatio with only $15.3m to put towards the project itself. With a capacity of just under 150,000 megawatt 
hours a year, the solar farm, up and running, will generate about $12.8m in revenue a year for the next few years, based on the 
current Large-scale Generation Certificates (LGC) price of $85. Assuming that price falls to $60 on average between 2020 and 
2030, the farm will provide a tidy $9m a year to the Saudi owners. All up, over the 14 years, the $15.3m investment would have 
reaped about $140m for the owners, a return of more than 900 per cent, which, by the way, is quite a bit better than the typical 
super fund. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/07/87c8160e-7b03-4aa7-b985-248c5cb4b4f8.html 
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Special report: Port & Container Equipment 
The DCN, Other, 07/09/17, Paula Wallace 

 

The Clean Energy Finance Corporation announced in July its first investment in clean energy transport infrastructure, committing 
up to $150 million to a major intermodal terminal in south-western Sydney. The Moorebank Logistics Park (MLP) project involves 
the development of intermodal freight terminal facilities, over 243 hectares, linked to Port Botany and the interstate rail network. 
The Australian Government committed to develop Moorebank five years ago and set up the Moorebank Intermodal Company to 
facilitate it. In January this year the government reached an agreement with Sydney Intermodal Terminal Alliance (a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Qube Holdings) to develop and operate the site. Much has been written about the project’s reduction in freight truck 
emissions by more than 110,000 tonnes of CO2 a year, by switching containerised freight transport from road to rail. In fact, the 
freight and energy efficiencies delivered via the MLP are expected to result in net emission reductions totalling more than two 
million tonnes of CO2 over a 40-year period. This net reduction takes into account construction emissions, embodied energy within 
building materials, offsite transportation, operational emissions and savings from the onsite use of renewable energy. “Moorebank 
will transform the import/export supply chain making it faster and cheaper but the modal shift from road to rail combined with the 
latest automated technologies means it will also showcase an new more sustainable approach to large scale freight infrastructure,” 
said Michael Yiend, development director at MLP. He told Lloyd’s List Australia, “Given the sheer size of the Moorebank site and 
the fact every component of the project has been looked at for both cost and environmental efficiencies, the carbon emission 
reduction savings over the life of the facility are very significant”. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thedcn.com.au/special-report-port-container-equipment-moorebank/ 

 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 

Qantas pilots help develop app to cut fuel emissions 
The Australian, Other, 08/09/17, Annabel Hepworth 

 

Qantas pilots have helped to develop a new flight data app aimed at reducing fuel emissions. The pilots worked with GE Aviation 
on “FlightPulse”, which uses aircraft data and analytics so they can understand the operational efficiency of their flight. Qantas 
head of fleet operations Mike Galvin said the app was designed by “pilots for pilots … It provides pilots with flight data in a very 
visual way, allowing them to see the amount of fuel used at different stages of a flight and how they can help reduce carbon 
emissions”. GE Australia chief executive Geoff Culbert said the app built on a long-standing partnership with Qantas and that it 
would “transform” flight efficiency. More than 95 per cent of Qantas emissions come from using jet fuel. In a bid to reduce fuel use, 
the carrier has also turned to measures including trying to reduce aircraft weight by switching from paper flight manuals to iPads 
and using carbon brakes. The carrier has a carbon offset program and, like Virgin Australia, allows travellers to buy carbon credits 
when purchasing tickets. Last year, the International Civil Aviation Organisation signed off the carbon offset and reduction scheme 
for international aviation, which deals with emissions when aircraft fly between countries. The pilot phase for the scheme will 
operate from 2021 to 2023. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/07/7ab1011e-8570-4d4c-ab7c-da040f8b0fb8.html 

 

 
Gore climate graduate and 'agent of change' now AGL's point man 
The Australian, Other, 08/09/17, Brad Norington 

 

The head of government relations with energy giant AGL is a graduate of Al Gore's climate-change leadership program whose 
move to the corporate world last year follows a quest to 'change the system from within'. Tony Chappel is part of AGL’s executive 
team responsible for engaging with federal and state governments and local communities as the nation’s largest coal-fired power 
producer. He is helping AGL managing director Andy Vesey’s policy for an “orderly transition” out of coal to renewable energy as 
the company encounters protests that its plans to shut down the Liddell power station in the NSW Hunter Valley could threaten 
power supplies. Mr Chappel, who joined AGL as head of government and community relations in February last year, has been a 
chief of staff to NSW Liberal minister Rob Stokes, and linked to his party’s moderate faction. He is a former president of the Young 
Liberals in NSW and was once touted as a candidate in the Sydney state seats of Davidson or Ku-ring-gai. Mr Chappel told The 
Australian in 2011 that he had “started to feel quite disconnected” from some policy positions taken by the federal Liberal Party 
almost a decade earlier, especially on climate change. “I got quite uncomfortable, especially since their position ignored the 
science,” he said. He joined former US vice-president Al Gore’s Climate Reality Project and graduated from its leadership program. 
Climate leaders work to educate communities about “the reality of climate change and promote both local and global solutions”. 
The Gore project’s mission is “to educate the public about the harmful effects of climate change and to work toward solutions at a 
grassroots level worldwide”. Mr Chappel scored a British Council Chevening scholarship to Imperial College London in 2009, 
where he studied for a masters degree in energy policy. 
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Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/09/07/ca32b7e9-e248-4c09-8467-1607d17875cf.html 

 

 
Tough WA budget sees no action on climate 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Strong public transport commitments have been announced in the McGowan Government's first budget for Western Australia. But 
in a tough environment where a surplus won’t be seen until 2020-21, climate change and energy have been all but forgotten. The 
first budget of the new Labor government was always going to be tough, with an election commitment not to raise taxes along with 
rising debt from a slowing economy. However there are a range of new tax measures, including royalty increases on gold and a 
payroll tax hike for large businesses, as well as 3000 public sector redundancies. All up the budget deficit will be $3 billion, and 
government expects net debt to reach $43.8 billion by 2020, before a surplus is achieved in 2020-21. A key plank in the budget is 
the government’s METRONET public transport strategy, which has been given $1.34 billion over four years, including: $441 million 
to extend the Joondalup line to Yanchep; $423 for the Thornlie-Cockburn Link; $323 million for 102 rail cars; “METRONET is our 
long-term plan to not just reduce traffic congestion, but to connect our suburbs and drive sustainable new developments,” transport 
minister Rita Saffioti said. “As further planning work is completed on a number of METRONET projects, additional funding will be 
announced as part of subsequent budgets.” The news was welcomed by the Property Council. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/business/tough-wa-budget-sees-no-action-on-climate/95245 

 

 
Energy 
 
 

Soaring electricity prices an obstacle to wage rises 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/09/17, Jacob Greber and David Mann-Guzman, page 7 

 

Workers and employers are on a collision course caused by galloping electricity prices, with business groups warning they are in 
no position to deliver wage increases because they face the same cost pressures as households. The surge in energy has forced 
businesses to defer investment decisions, with some even thinking of moving abroad, said Australian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry chief executive James Pearson.  "We risk a double effect with energy prices hitting investment decisions, affecting 
demand for labour while also putting pressure on margins impacting the affordability of wage rises," Mr Pearson said. While some 
economists have questioned whether energy will has as big an impact as many in business warn, business will be restrained in its 
ability to lift wages if the cost rise persists. The national accounts on Wednesday confirmed living standards have again fallen, as 
per-capita incomes fell last quarter alongside the terms of trade. Businesses and the Turnbull government argue that while profits 
have risen this year, the gains have not been sustained long enough to justify big gains in wages. Furthermore, pay pressures are 
expected to have risen this quarter with the start of this year's 3.3 per cent Fair Work minimum wage hike. Higher energy prices are 
not a major factor in low wage growth but would further erode the capacity for future pay rises, Australian Industry Group chief 
executive Innes Willox said. "The links between more-expensive energy and low nominal wage growth are indirect but the sharply 
higher prices businesses are paying for energy are likely to have two impacts on wages," he said. First, business margins are 
being eroded by higher outlays on energy so there is less scope for pay rises within individual businesses, he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0po974613386 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
AGL plots 'decarbonised' future for Liddell plant 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/09/17, Ben Potter, page 9 

 

AGL Energy plans to convert its Liddell coal power station site into a clean energy facility - such as a wind, solar and battery farm - 
if it closes down the 46-year-old plant on schedule in 2022. The company's rehabilitation report published last month says it will 
consider 'options for the site that are consistent with our commitment to a decarbonised generation fleet and sustainable energy 
future' and a decision will be made in 2019. AGL chief executive Andy Vesey, under pressure from the Turnbull government to 
spend hundreds of millions of dollars to keep Liddell open or sell it to someone who will, said on August 10 the board had instead 
chosen to invest in new clean energy technology which "aligns with what we believe is the future which will be a greater value long 
term to our shareholders and customers". An AGL spokesperson confirmed that Mr Vesey will explain the company's plans to 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull on Monday. "We understan rtance of this issue and if s right the government is focused 
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on it Therefore we will have that direct conversation on Monday." But an energy expert said Mr Turnbull's strong arming of AGL 
could derail the company's $2 billion plan for a range of renewable, gas and demand response capacity to replace Liddell's output, 
as well as a much larger wave of investments in clean energy by rival power investors. AGL's plans are part of an $11 billion wave 
of investment in more than 5000 megawatts of renewable energy and batteries that the Australian Energy Market Operator says 
can help to reduce pressure on power markets if it is backed by flexible despatchable capacity like gas peaking plants and demand 
response. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0po974613388 

 

 
Santos' GLNG to divert gas to local users 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 17 

 

Santos and its GLNG project partners have taken their most decisive step yet to head off damaging caps on gas exports, agreeing 
to divert 30 petajoules of gas away from export and into the domestic east coast market The move comes as the federal 
government is due this month to decide whether to declare 2018 a 'shortfall' year for gas on the east coast, which would cause it to 
slap restrictions on LNG shipments, specifically on GLNG. Santos said the gas, to be provided over 2018 and 2019, was being 
sold to east coast customers, including power companies, and would otherwise have been exported as LNG. It comes on top of the 
steps already taken by Santos to supply more gas into the domestic market, including a contract to supply a South Australian 
power plant, and a gas "swap" arrangement with Shell. In all, the various moves have in theory made more than 100PJ of extra 
gas available for the domestic east coast market over four years. Domestic consumption in the eastern states is put at almost 
700PJ a year. Contract prices for local industrial buyers in the eastern and southern states have surged over recent months as 
local supply has failed to keep up with rising demand from Queensland's $80 billion LNG export industry. However, spot prices 
have softened since the March quarter as government intervention on potential LNG export controls encouraged producers to 
supply more gas locally. The oil and gas producer didn't comment on which customers in Asia will now receive reduced or delayed 
volumes of LNG. Santos has already restricted production at the $US18.5 billion ($23.1 billion) GLNG project in Gladstone to 
volumes required to meet long-term contracts. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0po974613390 

 

 
Coal power subsidies? No thanks, say generators 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/09/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 20 

 

Subsidies to extend the Me of coal-fired power might be popular within the Coalition, but industry isn't interested. They'd rather just 
have proper policy that would open the floodgates to the many cleaner, replacement supply projects they have on their drawing 
boards. As recently as 2012, taxpayer money was on offer - under the Gillard Labor government - to do the opposite and 
accelerate the closure of some of the most carbon-polluting coal plants. That scheme didn't work either. In contrast to the 
government, none of the big three - AGL Energy, Origin Energy and EnergyAustralia - see the closure of the ancient Liddell plant in 
2022 to be a particular problem. They can all produce a list of alternative projects they envisage will close the gap and which would 
be proceeding more rapidly under more certain long-term policy settings. It's not Hazelwood Mark II, when the industry had just five 
months to readjust to the loss of 1600 megawatts of base-load capacity. (Yes, you can argue that the shutdown of the plant had 
been on the cards for years, but it is the concrete notice that counts.) AGL has given plenty of warning that Liddell is coming up to 
its use-by date and won't be kept going - under its ownership anyway. It was April 2015 when AGL pledged not to prolong the life 
of any of its coal plants beyond their rated dates or build or buy any new conventional coal plants, and so "decarbonise" its power 
supply by 2050  That amounts to an ample seven-year notice period for Liddell, 20 years for the even larger Bayswater plant 
nearby and 33 years for the 22O0MW low-cost brown coal Loy Yang A plant in Victoria. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0po974613392 

 

 
Trust in industry at 'tipping point': BHP 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/09/17, Matthew Stevens, page 32 

 

The fault lines between BHP Billiton and the Minerals Council of Australia have been publicly aired in a speech delivered by the Big 
Thinking Australian's chief external affairs officer, Geoff Healy, at the mining lobby's annual gathering in Canberra In a remarkably 
frank, wide-ranging appraisal of the failed state of community trust in business broadly, and the mining industry particularly, Healy 
punctuated his commentary with the observation that 'We [BHP] recognise that we need to do even more to publicise where we 
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hold materially different positions to those expressed by industry associations, including the MCA. And we will.' As we have 
reported before in some detail, the most senior management at BHP has been left frustrated and worse by recent divergences of 
policy between Australia's global mining house and the industry lobby. BHP is said to be so concerned about the risk of assumed 
alignment with the likes of the MCA that it is contemplating maintaining a list of the points of policy difference on its website. It will 
also increasingly announce those differences to the Twitter verse and to a family of Facebookers. The flashpoint of tension here is 
the MCA response to the Finkel Review in general and the Chief Scientist's recommendation of replacement of the renewable 
energy target by a clean energy target The MCA has worried publicly that the CET could be shaped to remove any future incentive 
to invest in the high efficiency, low- emission (HELE) power-generating technologies that the council executive promotes as an 
obvious answer to Australia's simmering electricity supply dilemma. In the immediate wake of the release of Finkel's impressively 
faceted study, and the 50 recommendations it fathered, MCA chief executive Brendan Pearson said: "If the government adopts the 
Finkel plan in its current form, electricity prices will be higher than they should be and supply will be more unreliable. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0po974613394 

 

 
Bashing business bashes growth 
Australian Financial Review, Editorials, 08/09/17, page 38 

 

Scott Morrison grasped at the economy's 0.8 per cent expansion in the June quarter to proclaim the national accounts a 'strong set 
of figures'. But, while the fourth quarter advance caps an impressive 26 financial years of unbroken economic growth, the picture 
remains sub-par. As The Australian Financial Review highlighted last week, non-mining business investment may finally be on the 
up following the end of our biggest ever resource development boom. The "real" economy - the volume of goods and services 
produced - may be accelerating from sub-2 per cent to over 3 per cent growth as the Treasurer's budget forecasts suggest. But this 
comes from the deepest slump in non-mining investment in 50 years. And, this "real" economic recovery is struggling to break 
through the continuing weakness in Australia's nominal income. Without the gift of booming commodity prices, globalising supply 
chains are eating away at our bloated cost base. That leaves labour productivity growing 40 per cent less than what is needed to 
drive the prosperity gains of the past generation. Throw in an energy price shock  and business has little capacity to cough up the 
pay rises that would fuel household spending that even the Reserve Bank is calling for. Mr Morrison articulated this well straight 
after Wednesday's GDP release. "There's no chicken and egg conundrum when it comes to wages and profitability in investment 
What comes first is companies have to make money to be able to pay more in higher wages. You can't get a pay rise in a business 
that isn't making any money. And you can't get a job in a business that s shut. These are just simple facts". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0lz974613396 

 

 
Coal plant demolished 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Michael Owen, page 1 

 
Key infrastructure of the last coal-fired power station in South Australia, forced to close last year by the rise of renewables, has 
been demolished. A new round of explosive charges were used yesterday to bring down key parts of the Northern Power station in 
Port Augusta, as national debate raged over the case for keeping open the Liddell coal-fired power station in NSW. The company 
plans to decommission the coal fired plant. Part of the turbine generator came down in a successful blast, the company said. "A 
small amount of dust was visible outside the building at the point of detonation, but it did not leave the site," a spokesman said. The 
Northern Power station, in South Australia's mid-north, began operations in 1985 and closed its doors in May last year, resulting in 
immediate price hikes for power in the state and a spate of major outages, along with hundreds of job losses. Alinta Energy had 
offered in 2015 to give the power station to the Weatherill government for free, so it could keep operating until at least next year to 
help stabilise the wind-reliant grid. The company approached the state government to take ownership of the plant during 
negotiations in 2015, where it also sought $25 million in subsidies to keep it running until 2018. But the state's Labor government 
said no. South Australia now has one of the most expensive and unreliable power grids in the world. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0lz974613398 

 

 
Shorten's theory debunked 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Joe Kelly and Simon Benson, page 1 

 

Bill Shorten's claim that the electricity crisis has been driven by privatisation has been dismissed by business leaders and energy 
experts, and prompted accusations from a former NSW Labor treasurer that the Opposition Leader is abandoning the Keating 
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government reform agenda. Former Business Council of Australia president and 2014 National Commission of Audit chairman 
Tony Shepherd dismissed Mr Shorten's attack on private-sector energy companies, declaring that the crisis was "not a failure of 
markets" but "a failure of governments". The nation's energy regulator this week called for the creation of a power reserve to 
prevent the heightened risk of blackouts and brownouts this summer in Victoria and South Australia and the potential for power 
shortfalls in NSW if the AGL-owned Liddell coal-fired station is shut, as scheduled, in 2022. Rising electricity and gas prices have 
sparked warnings from leading companies that jobs and investment will be threatened and costs will be passed on to consumers 
through higher prices. Mr Shorten used an ABC radio interview to argue that the privatisation of electricity assets in the 1990s had 
seen the nation lose control of prices and to claim that a "ruthless pursuit of profits" by energy companies was hurting the nation. 
"There is no doubt that privatisation has been a big problem and I think the debate in Australia needs to recognise that," he said. 
Former NSW Labor treasurer Michael Costa, who resigned his position in 2008 when he and then premier Morris Iemma failed in 
their bid to privatise the NSW electricity generators and retailers in the face of trade union opposition, accused Mr Shorten of 
"ignorance" and abandoning Labor's blue-collar base. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0lz974613400 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Blackout bill could give pm the energy boost he needs 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Graham Richardson, page 1 

 

The High Court is now front and centre in the politics of our country. Two decisions will have profound, far-reaching effects on the 
status of the government and Malcolm Turnbull. Mostly, as High Court decisions come and go, few of us notice or care. Suddenly 
all eyes, not to mention cameras and microphones, are trained on the court's Melbourne building. We must all wait for a month or 
two yet for the High Court to decide who should be taking their seats in the Australian parliament and who should be declared as 
improperly elected and forced to walk the plank. A growing number of MPs and senators has been referred to the High Court for 
this crucial determination. Most are in the Senate and can be replaced with little drama by the next person on their party ticket. 
Australia has recently witnessed the seamless replacement of two senators  Bob Day from South Australia and Rod Culleton from 
the West were replaced by the next on their party's list without the slightest hint of drama or the spending of one useless dollar. On 
the other decision just made by the High Court - to allow the government to proceed with the postal survey - we are guaranteed to 
spend more than $100 million. And we need not have had parliament simply done its job and voted on the issue. The High Court's 
decision was not what most academic lawyers thought would happen and it must have stunned the QCs, SCs and lawyers to 
whom I spoke earlier. Almost every one of them assured me the government would lose. Its policy, which was taken to the 
election, was to hold a real plebiscite, not a half-baked survey, after the next election in about two years. Now we have a ruling that 
parliamentary endorsement of the expenditure of $122m is urgent. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0lz974613402 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Price rises were not powered by privitisation 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Judith Sloan, page 4 

 

There is no doubt focus groups are telling Labor and Bill Shorten that people don't like privatisation. With it seemingly seen as 
equivalent to selling off the family farm, there is a widespread tendency to attribute all sorts of bad outcomes to privatisation. Most 
government-owned electricity assets that have been sold changed hands decades ago - in Victoria and South Australia in the 
1990s. Here's another important point: Queensland's electricity assets stay in government hands. The privatisations that took place 
also had the advantage of removing the massive featherbedding that had existed in those states, permanently taking out costs and 
benefiting consumers. If we look at when electricity prices began to rise, it was after 2007 when the federal government seriously 
began to interfere in the workings of the electricity market with various "green" schemes. To be sure, there has been an 
acceleration of electricity prices in the past several years but one of the principal reasons for this has been the increasing 
penetration of intermittent renewable energy in the system coupled with the retirement of synchronous coal-fired power stations. 
Almost 6000 megawatts of coal-fired capacity has been withdrawn from the market since 2011. If we add the mooted closure of 
Liddell, that's another 2000MW from 2022. The loss of Hazelwood this year was a biggie, accounting for the removal of 1600MW 
or about 20 to 25 per cent from baseload power in Victoria. In trying to justify its decision to lamely sit by and watch the plant shut 
down, the Andrews state government dishonestly predicted the price effect of the plant's closure would be minimal - 4 per cent or 
28c a week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ur974613404 

Also displayed on The Australian website 
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Gore climate graduate and 'agent of change' now AGL's point man 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Brad Norington, page 4 

 

The head of government relations with energy giant AGL is a graduate of Al Gore's climate-change leadership program whose 
move to the corporate world last year follows a quest to 'change the system from within'. Tony Chappel is part of AGL's executive 
team responsible for engaging with federal and state governments and local communities as the nation's largest coal-fired power 
producer. He is helping AGL managing director Andy Vesey's policy for an "orderly transition" out of coal to renewable energy as 
the company encounters protests that its plans to shut down the Liddell power station in the NSW Hunter Valley could threaten 
power supplies. Mr Chappel, who joined AGL as head of government and community relations in February last year, has been a 
chief of staff to NSW Liberal minister Rob Stokes, and linked to his party's moderate faction. He is a former president of the Young 
Liberals in NSW and was once touted as a candidate in the Sydney state seats of Davidson or Ku-ring-gai. Mr Chappel told The 
Australian in 2011 that he had "started to feel quite disconnected" from some policy positions taken by the federal Liberal Party 
almost a decade earlier, especially on climate change. "I got quite uncomfortable, especially since their position ignored the 
science," he said. He joined former US vice-president Al Gore's Climate Reality Project and graduated from its leadership program. 
Climate leaders work to educate communities about "the reality of climate change and promote both local and global solutions". 
The Gore project's mission is "to educate the public about the harmful effects of climate change and to work toward solutions at a 
grassroots level worldwide". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ur974613406 

 

 
Knowledge that matters 
The Australian, Features, 08/09/17, Professor Robyn Owens, page 11 

 

More than ever, universities must apply their expertise to real-world problems and engage with the people and organisations they 
affect. The internationally focused, research intensive University of Western Australia operates in a region offering superb 
opportunities - at sea, in space and on land. Our campus is almost as close to Southeast Asia as we are to Sydney, and our 
research makes use of our social and geographic advantages. It is applicable across the globe, and increasingly, global companies 
and international research partners are looking to our institution for solutions to their issues. In August, federal Education and 
Training Minister Simon Birmingham opened the $63 million Indian Ocean Marine Research Centre, Crawley facility, on the main 
UWA campus. IOMRC is the leading marine research partnership in the southern hemisphere, a joint project involving UWA, the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science, CSIRO, and the West Australian Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development. More than 300 marine scientists, including many from overseas, across a variety of disciplines will collaborate to 
increase knowledge in areas such as biodiversity, commercial and recreational fishing, tourism, indigenous engagement, 
oceanography, sustainable use of marine resources, and the conservation of marine life and ecosystems. All of these issues are 
significant to any country with a coastline and any company working in the maritime environment. Organisations such as Chevron 
and ExxonMobil, some of the largest companies and the biggest energy suppliers on the planet, are looking to UWA expertise to 
better develop their existing fossil fuel resources while also reconceptualising themselves as energy companies. As they continue 
to mature their movements into wave energy and other alternative energy sources, we are conducting the research that fuels their 
progress. 

 

Read Item: http://www mediaportal.com/0ur974613408 

 
 

Shorten plays fake blame game 
The Australian, Editorials, 08/09/17, page 13 

 

Privatisation of power assets has not caused soaring prices Bill Shorten finds it very convenient to blame electricity privatisation in 
Victoria, South Australia and NSW for soaring power prices. The Opposition Leader's claim is blatantly false. But it diverts attention 
from the real causes of our energy crisis, for which the Labor Party, at federal and state level, shares a heavy responsibility. These 
causes include the federal renewable energy target, supported by both major parties, and which Labor would like to increase. For 
retailers and therefore consumers, the cost of sourcing wind and solar power, on current technology, is more expensive that coal-
fired power. The closure of more coal-fired power stations after Victoria's Hazelwood and SA's Northern would further tighten 
supply and push up prices. However inconvenient for Mr Shorten's case, Labor states have imposed Australia's most overly 
ambitious renewable targets - 40 per cent in Victoria by 2025, 50 per cent in South Australia by 2025 and the same target in 
Queensland by 2030. Gas exploration bans in NSW as well as in several Labor states have exacerbated problems. This week, the 
Labor government in Western Australia imposed a moratorium on fracking for unconventional gas. Mr Shorten sounded like a dead 
ringer for British Labour's far-left socialist leader Jeremy Corbyn yesterday, blaming energy companies for the "ruthless pursuit of 
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profits" that has resulted in businesses "getting screwed". Private enterprises should never have been allowed to own power 
networks, Mr Shorten claimed. The facts show otherwise. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ur974613410 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
AGL the winner as energy crisis faces summer crunch 
The Australian, Business News, 08/09/17, Andrew White, page 17 

 

AGL Energy's reliance on coal rather than its widely proclaimed ambitions to exit the mineral by 2050 - have propelled a 
reassessment by investors, with a number of analysts upgrading their recommendations and target prices on expectations the out-
of-favour generation business will be the biggest beneficiary of rising electricity prices. AGL shares jumped 2.4 per cent yesterday, 
their biggest one-day rise since July, as analysts at Ord Minnett seized on a report by the Australian Energy Market Operator that 
said the risk of blackouts and shortfalls during the summer peak demand season would lead to higher and more volatile prices. 
"We see AGL Energy as the biggest beneficiary of higher wholesale prices," the broker said. "We expect further upward pressure 
on wholesale prices to flow through to retail, and see earnings growing further (in the 2019 financial year)." The comments are 
likely to add to mounting scrutiny of the nation's biggest power generator, which has found itself in an intense political tussle over 
its plans to decommission the Hunter Valley-based Liddell coal-fired power station in five years. As well as Liddell, AGL operates 
the Bayswater power stations - bought from the NSW government in 2012 for $1.5bn - and Loy Yang A in Victoria, with a combined 
capacity of 6850MW. And while they are slated to close between 2022 and 2050, the three coal generators remain the backbone of 
the company's earnings, as well as key contributors to the national grid. In 2016-17 coal-fired power accounted for $1.54bn of 
earnings in its wholesale electricity business, or 78.7 per cent of the total. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dj974613412 

 

 
Power up 
The Australian, Features, 08/09/17, Wilson da Silva, page 28 

 

In an energy-hungry world, battery storage is the way of the future. But not all technologies are equal t's been the missing link in 
the world's electricity I system for more than a century, and now energy storage is one of the hottest areas of research and 
investment in the world. In the US, power from renewables such as wind and solar have risen eight-fold in a decade, with solar 
power alone seeing a 43-fold rise. This has been followed by a 20-fold increase in large-scale, utility-grade battery storage - such 
as the 20MW storage plant built in California's Mira Loma, about 65km outside Los Angeles, which uses lithium-ion batteries 
manufactured by Tesla. The Mira Loma plant was the world's largest until the South Australian government announced in July that 
it had contracted Tesla to build a 100MW facility at Hornsdale's 99-turbine windfarm to store energy during peak generation hours 
and make it available consistently throughout the day when the electricity grid most needs it. "Battery storage is the future of our 
national energy market, and the eyes of the world will be following our leadership in this space," Premier Jay Weatherill told a news 
conference announcing the plant, scheduled to be completed by December 2017. Although energy storage is still a nascent 
technology, the global market is already worth $US2.7 billion ($3.4bn) and projected to grow to $US26.1bn by 2022, according to 
industry analysts P&S Market Research in New York. IHS, another analyst, forecasts that storage will "explode" from an annual 
installation of 6GW in 2017 to more than 40GW by 2022. This compares with just 0.34GW installed between 2012 and 2013. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dj974613414 

 

 
Politicking over energy solutions has come to roost 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/09/17, John Hewson, page 19 

 

Although you may win the daily media battles in politics, you may still lose the electoral war. You can go on, day in, day out, 
blaming others and scoring points on your opponents, only to progressively lose sight of the reality of the issue and of what actually 
matters to the electorate such that, in the end, the issue consumes you and they vote you out. The politicking over energy in the 
past several years is now coming home to roost. While the major participants have been almost totally self-absorbed in what has 
been a counterproductive race to the bottom, electricity and gas prices have risen sharply and consumers have been left almost 
unable to understand their rapidly mounting power bills, with no clarity as to the way forward, with no "guarantees" as to the 
security of supply at an affordable price. The discussion has been riddled with false claims, misrepresentations, accusations, 
exaggerations and hypocrisy, compounded by a multiplicity s", including carbon pricing, more or less coal, more or less 
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gas, more or less renewables, batteries and storage, Snowy Hydro, even "shirt-fronting" power company CEOs and so on. Gas 
supplies to the domestic market have been restricted and major private power companies and a state government, operating as 
both generators and retailers, have been able to exploit the situation by gouging the wholesale and retail prices. The result is total 
confusion and uncertainty, with most consumers convinced they are being "ripped off", because governments have failed to 
recognise the severity of the problem and deliver a solution. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dj974613416 

Also displayed in the Age and Canberra Times  

 

 
Energy pricing and supply is our crisis 
Canberra Times, Editorials, 08/09/17, page 18 

 

Given Canberra has traditionally had the lowest power prices and the highest average wages and salaries in the country the news 
local families are struggling to pay their energy bills must come as a wake up call for the powers that be. If Canberrans are 
suffering what must it be like for South Australian battlers grappling with much lower average incomes and the highest electricity 
prices in the world? St Vincent de Paul's tariff tracking project has found that since last July ACT families are now paying an extra 
$320 to $350 a year for electricity and an extra $255 a year for gas. That's a particularly onerous burden for those Canberrans 
working in the lower paid hospitality, retail and services sectors. Given it has come on top of a significant increase in residential 
rates charges over the past two or three years it is no wonder many local families are starting to wonder just how they will get by at 
a time of record low wages growth. While it is possible to achieve short term energy savings by shopping around for the best 
available plan this is a less effective strategy here than in other states. Canberra's residential energy market is essentially a 
duopoly with only ActewAGL and Origin Energy providing services to domestic customers  While solar installations, which can now 
be coupled to batteries allowing the stored electricity to be used at night, have proved cost effective for those with the space and 
the means, they are not an option for renters or people living in apartments. The rapid take up of such installations is in itself a 
reflection of growing concerns about power pricing and the security of power supply. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt974613422 

Also displayed on the Canberra Times website 

 

 
Powerful 457 visa 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/09/17, Sharri Markson, page 1 

 

The boss of energy giant AGL, Andy Vesey, is on a 457 visa because apparently no Australian is qualified for the job. As Sydney 
households struggle against outrageous power bill hikes, the American earned $6.9 million last year. The Daily Telegraph can also 
reveal confidential data from the big three energy companies shows 20 per cent of an average NSW power bill is going to fill their 
coffers. Former Prime Minister Tony Abbott described Mr Vesey as an "extortionist". He said Mr Vesey was benefiting from the 
pain of families. "There is no doubt that these power companies are crying all the way to the bank about the prices that consumers 
face because they are minting money, they are the direct beneficiaries of the pain in our pocket," Mr Abbott said. "All of their so-
called policy advice is utterly self-serving and it should be rejected by the government because government has got to look at the 
national interest not just the interest of these extortionists." The Daily Telegraph can reveal Mr Vesey is in Australia on a 457 visa, 
used by businesses to sponsor foreign workers when they cannot find an Australian candidate skilled enough for the job. And 
confidential data that the big three power players - AGL, Origin and EnergyAustralia provided to the Australian Energy Market 
Commission (AEMC) reveals they made gross margins of $330 from each yearly household electricity bill in NSW in 2015-16. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt974613424 

 

 
Flick switch on incentive 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/09/17, page 4 

 

Victorians will be paid to reduce their energy use on request during peak periods or extreme weather to help avoid blackouts this 
summer. The 'demand management' approach, widely used overseas, will form a key part in efforts to keep the lights on amid dire 
warnings of energy shortfalls if the state has extreme heatwaves. Households and businesses will be able to volunteer to receive 
discounted bills from selected energy retailers to use less electricity at times of stress on the national grid. Providers who will take 
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part in the $30 million trial - run by the Australian Energy Market Operator and the Australian Renewable Energy Agency will be 
announced next month. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt974613426 

Also displayed in the Herald Sun 

 

 
AGL able to pick up a Liddell bargain 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/09/17, Kylar Loussikian, page 4 

 

The coal power station at the centre of Malcolm Turnbull's efforts to keep the lights on was given to AGL for 'free' by the former 
Baird state government. Despite this, AGL is stubbornly distancing itself from plans by the Turnbull government to sell the Liddell 
power plant to a buyer who will keep it online until at least 2027. If it did, AGL would stand to make a handsome profit - but if the 
Hunter Valley plant shuts in 2022 as planned, it would leave NSW with a worrying 46 per cent chance of a major blackout. The 
revelation follows Treasurer Scott Morrison's accusation yesterday the company was contradicting earlier statements made to the 
government when AGL's chief executive Andy Vesey told him and others the company would be prepared to sell Liddell. "It was in 
a room with four ministers, note takers and all of the retail energy bosses. It wasn't said behind the outhouse," Mr Morrison said. 
And The Daily Telegraph can reveal AGL told its investors the Liddell power station was "valued at $0, representing a 'free' option" 
when the company first acquired the plant as part of a $1.5 billion deal in 2014. That was when AGL purchased a series of assets 
from Macquarie Generation, owned by the NSW government, including Bayswater power station  Liddell, gas turbines and coal 
handling facilities. The cost of coal power generators have tumbled in recent years, with businessman Trevor St Baker purchasing 
the smaller Vales Point station from the state government in 2015 for just $1 million. Mr S  Baker has already publicly said he 
would consider buying Liddell if AGL put it on the market. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt974613428 

 

 
Gladys's shot in dark for blackout solution 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/09/17, Miles Godfrey and Kylar Loussikian, page 4 

 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian has refused to rule blackout bedlam this summer amid an escalating power crisis that could lead to 
major shutdowns to homes and businesses across the state. Sydney was plunged into meltdown last summer as a hellish 
heatwave sent temperatures soaring and power was cut to 11,000 homes and businesses across the inner west. It was only the 
last-ditch closure of an aluminium smelter in the Hunter that saved the entire city from being plunged into darkness and Ms 
Berejiklian was yesterday unable to rule out more blackouts. Asked repeatedly during a parliamentary Budget estimates hearing 
yesterday if she could guarantee no blackouts this summer, the Premier said NSW's supplies are resilient but South Australia's 
plunge into unreliable renewable energy has created grave uncertainty in the national grid. "I'm confident we will manage all of our 
peak times, especially in the summer. To date, we've managed the winter extremely well," she said. "But I don't think many people 
would have foreseen what happened in South Australia and that did put pressure on our system no doubt about it." The long-term 
future of NSW's own energy supplies also look bleak. The looming shutdown of Australia's third largest power station at Liddell, 
near Muswellbrook, in 2022 leaves a potentially massive shortfall if nothing replaces its huge 2000MW generating capacity. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il974613430 

 

 
Held to ransom 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/09/17, Sharri Markson, page 13 

 

While the power companies are crying all the way to the bank about the prices consumers face, they are the direct beneficiaries of 
the pain in our pockets. There is something deeply unpalatable about the American boss of Australia's largest electricity retailer, 
AGL, earning millions and millions of dollars a year while suburban families have struggled through winter to pay their hideous 
electricity bills. AGL chief executive Andy Vesey is living a luxurious life while imposing high bills on battling Sydney residents. The 
electricity retailers are making serious dough from struggling families. This is not an exaggeration when you delve into the 
confidential data the big three retailers - AGL, Origin and EnergyAustralia - provided to their governance body, the Australian 
Energy Market Commission, for the years 2015-16. Buried on page 233 of the AEMC's July report is the revealing fact that the 
energy companies made gross margins of $330 from each household electricity bill in NSW. That's 20 per cent of your household 
bill in electricity retailers' gross margins. And the report found gross margins were increasing - along with disconnections, of course 
- because people are literally unable to afford to keep the lig eater on. It explains why investment banks have forecast a 
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doubling in AGL's profits from $630 million in 2015 to $1.3 billion in 2019. The bosses, such as Vesey, get "incentive payments" 
when profits are up. While he is incentivised, families pay higher bills. And his bonus in a single year is larger than the amount 
most people will earn in a lifetime. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il974613432 

 

 
For cool summer shun renewables 
Daily Telegraph, Editorials, 08/09/17, page 78 

 

Summer will soon be upon us. No doubt certain of those summer days will be old-fashioned scorchers, the type that readers from 
the era of vinyl car seats will recall with anguish. After a few hours in the sun, those seats would become superheated stove tops. 
Pain of a different kind may be in store for NSW this summer. Premier Gladys Berejiklian yesterday refused to rule the possibility of 
blackouts as Sydney hits peak demand, which typically happens on the hottest days, as families turn to airconditioning for relief. 
The Premier declined to offer an assurance of power reliability following repeated questioning during a parliamentary budget 
estimates hearing. In essence, the Premier said NSW's power supplies are holding up but South Australia's ideological enthusiasm 
for shaky renewable energy has created a new level of uncertainty in the national grid. "I'm confident we will manage all of our 
peak times, especially in the summer. To date, we've managed the winter extremely well," she said. That is true, but power 
demands in summer are far greater. That is why the upcoming season presents such a challenge. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il974613434 

 

 
Bright sparks created crisis and now tell us to solve it 
Courier Mail, General News, 08/09/17, Terry Sweetman, page 28 

 

Every few months I receive a phone call from Telstra, usually when I am up to my elbows in something. The caller exchanges a 
few pleasantries and then says he or she is checking I'm getting the best possible deal from Telstra. As I am barely account 
literate, I have little idea of the deal I'm on and even less idea of whether it could be better. But I fondly/foolishly presume I am on 
the best deal Telstra can offer because it knows precisely how much and how I use my telephone. When they invented the term 
"lazy consumer", they were thinking of me, although they might even have been constructing the phrase "ignorant consumer". I'm 
one of those whose relationship with Telstra began with the simplicities of the Post Master General's Department and ended with 
me having shares in something we once all owned. Now providers compete with each other and within themselves with multiple 
packages and contracts. That's competition - the economic elixir that is supposed to bring delirious levels of efficiency and 
wonderful reductions in costs. It is the medicine that is supposed to get us the best deal from banks, although, for possibly the 
same reasons, I am yet to benefit from it. When politicians say "change banks", I think "frying pan, fire". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il974613436 

 

 
The summer of switch-offs 
Herald Sun, Editorials, 08/09/17, page 38 

 

Victorians face a real chance of power outages this summer as the Andrews Government forges ahead with a 40 per cent 
renewable energy target by 2025. The Australian Energy Market Operator predicts the threat of power outages or disruption in 
Victoria is up to 43 per cent unless emergency energy savings and additional supplies are effective. The risk of brownouts - a 
controlled loss or reduction of power - or a blackout in Victoria during a heatwave is such that users will be paid to switch off their 
lights. As reported in today's Herald Sun, a "demand response" trial program seeks to reward those who cut usage in peak periods 
by offering cut-price power bills. The pilot program, initially to aim at mainly businesses, will be rolled out to free up temporary 
supply during extreme weather and unplanned outages, aiming to add 3000 megawatts of power to the national grid. Energy 
supplies in both Victoria and South Australia are forecast to be at risk if a heatwave rolls in during the summer months. Supply in 
both states is categorised as "tight", and the AEMO says there is "material risk" of failures without immediate action, including the 
Reliability and Emergency Reserve Trader provisions which buy reserve power, and the South Australian Energy Plan. "Without 
these actions, in 2017-18 in Victoria, the likelihood of a shortfall is between 39 per cent and 43 per cent." the AEMO says. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ew974613440 
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Energy debate puts Malcolm Turnbull in his happy place 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 07/09/17, Laura Tingle 

 

The assumptions in politics can often be misleading, particularly if they are over-simplified.  Here are a few examples: Malcolm 
Turnbull is rubbish at politics; the Coalition regularly gets creamed on parliamentary tactics by Labor; the PM is in a world of pain 
on energy and climate change policy, hemmed in by his conservative wing while Labor has a clear battle plan on energy and 
climate. There were reasons to at least test some of these ideas this week. In the fetid hothouse of Parliament, it was not a good 
week for Labor, despite all the uncertainty around the question of whether various MPs and senators, including Deputy Prime 
Minister Barnaby Joyce, are entitled to sit in Parliament. Now, frankly, not all that many people care these days outside Parliament 
House about the tactical battles in Question Time. But they can be important for the psychology of both sides of politics, and their 
sense of who is "winning" and "losing". And as the days went by this week, Labor's strategy of challenging Joyce's legitimacy 
looked increasingly ineffective. Anthony Albanese's revelation that – with a by-election possibly in prospect – there has suddenly 
been a frenzy of infrastructure projects in Joyce's seat of New England in recent weeks, worked. But other than that, an 
unperturbed Turnbull gave succinct rebuffs to Labor's questions, giving more time for government Dorothy Dixers and leaving the 
opposition looking all tactics, no strategy. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/09/07/8f17ef9f-b3b8-4b70-a0d8-75d323318db7 html 

 

 
Interview: Mark Butler, Shadow Energy Minister 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17, Emma Alberici 

 

[Video]  Emma Alberici speaks to Shadow Energy Minister Mark Butler about the future of the Liddell power station and the ALP's 
current energy policy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2016/s4730921.htm 

 

 
New solar farm to boost Newcastle's renewable energy generation capacity 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

A 5MW solar farm at the Summerhill Waste Management Centre will increase Newcastle City Council's renewable energy 
generation capacity tenfold. The proposed solar farm will cover an area of around five football fields on a capped landfill site that 
was once part of the Wallsend Borehole Colliery. Made up of around 16,000 photovoltaic solar arrays, it will help reduce the city’s 
$4m annual electricity costs after the yearly bill doubled in the past two years. The project will also help council achieve its 30 per 
cent renewable energy target — under its 2020 Carbon and Water Management Action Plan — and follows recent climate action 
pledges made as part of the Cities Power Partnership. “With energy costs soaring and the cost of solar photovoltaic technology 
falling, the business case is now clear for councils to increase renewable energy use and take control of their energy costs,” said 
Newcastle City Council Interim CEO Jeremy Bath. “We are seeing a boom in construction of solar farms across Australia and local 
councils will be one of the key beneficiaries from the experience the solar sector has developed. “It’s also important for our 
community that we build sustainability into the way we do things, which is why we have moved quickly to increase renewable 
energy capability and find smarter, more energy-efficient solutions for our city’s needs. With the recent adoption of Council’s Smart 
City strategy, this latest project continues to chart the course for Newcastle as a smart, liveable and sustainable city.” A tender will 
be issued to eight shortlisted respondents for the design, construction and operation of the solar farm after a feasibility study and 
expression of interest process last year. Following the tender, the project will be reported to council for approval and funding. The 
solar farm continues development of one of the most advanced renewable energy setups at a waste facility — with a 2.2MW 
landfill gas generator and a small wind turbine already located at Summerhill — and paves the way for battery storage and electric 
garbage trucks. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/briefs/new-solar-farm-to-boost-newcastles-renewable-energy-generation-
capacity/95251 

 

 

2GB, Money News, 07/09/17, Ross Greenwood, Caller Paul says Australia is investing $7b a year on encouraging the further 
building of solar and wind generators. He suggests there should be a moratorium on spending more money on wind and solar and 
divert the money to coal-fired power generators owned by the Delta and Macquarie. 
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2GB, Money News, 07/09/17, Ross Greenwood, Interview with Matthew Warren, CEO, Australian Energy Council, about the 
closure of Liddell Power Station. He says they have known for a while there will be a supply crunch this summer after Hazelwood 
announced its closure. Compere mentions Origin and Energy Australia are concerned about the electricity grid this summer, 
hoping there would not be any unforeseen outages. Warren discusses the best kinds of electricity: hydro, coal and gas. He points 
out large companies can actually turn off their electricity since they are able to save some of them for use, which is something they 
want to be done in other businesses and households. He talks about the Liddell Power Station belonging to AGL, as there should 
be discussions to extend the life of coal-fired generators to maintain security since there is no plan for it to be done. 

 
 

Southern Cross ACT, Nine News Canberra, 07/09/17, Vanessa O’Hanlon, St Vincent de Paul is expecting more people to 
reach out for help as winter electricity bills arrive. Its tariff tracking report shows power prices have soared. The report has urged 
residents to consider installing solar and shop around for discounts. ActewAGL has warned residents should do so carefully. 
Ayesha Razzaq, ActewAGL, says some headline offers look attractive but there are conditions that come with it. This summer, 
power shortages will likely lead to rolling black outs in some states, but not the ACT. Residents are being urged to reduce their 
power consumption if they can. 

 
 

Channel 10, TEN Eyewitness News, 07/09/17, Stephen Quartermain, The government has shut down a plan to wipe hundreds 
of dollars off power bills because it would end up out of pocket. Instead, the energy minister continues to push for coal-fired power 
stations. A bid was launched by Senator David Leyonhjelm to have the 10% GST on power bills wiped. It would save the average 
customer at least $200 a year but $2b would be lost from revenue. Annastacia Palaszczuk, Queensland Premier, says there needs 
to be a national energy policy lead by Malcolm Turnbull. Tonight, the prime minister will head to Samoa and leave Barnaby Joyce 
in charge even though there are doubts about his eligibility to sit in Parliament. 

 
 

ABC Radio Melbourne, Drive, 07/09/17, Rafael Epstein, Caller Ben raises the point that many people are still keeping the air 
conditioners on in time for the summer. The Energy Efficiency Council's Rob Murray-Leach assures that this will not affect the 
lower-income households, as only the bigger companies will be asked to take part. Meanwhile, GreenSync's Phil Blythe forecasts 
three to five years before everyone in the country will be involved in this. 

 
 

ABC Radio Melbourne, Drive, 07/09/17, Rafael Epstein, Interview with the Energy Efficiency Council's Rob Murray-Leach and 
Phil Blythe of GreenSync. Epstein first asks Murray-Leach if it is feasible to get a large number of people to switch off their power 
for a few minutes in order to save power. He answers that it is indeed possible and that it does play a huge role in energy 
conservation. Blythe campaigns for software to bring various sources of energy together in one central grid. As an example, he 
brings up a large chunk of the nation's homes running on solar power. Through this, he says that they will be giving the power to 
the people, who will be in charge of their own power sources. Epstein remarks that this is like Shoppersville(*) for the homeowners. 
Murray-Leach further explains the system and how he plans to change it, saying that these steps will be taken to try and save 
power before imminent blackouts by 2018. Both credit the government for offering support for the initiative, advising listeners to get 
in touch with their retailers. Murray-Leach also goes into some detail about the involvement of the AEMO, where more 
sophisticated systems will be in place for the people. Through these initiatives, it's hoped that more homeowners will be 
encouraged to save their electricity. [Cont] 

 
 

3AW, Drive, 07/09/17, Tom Elliott, Interview with Climate Council energy expert Andrew Stock on the looming electricity crisis in 
summer. Elliott discusses a dairy farmer in Gippsland who does not plan to expand his farm because of high gas prices. He says 
they are likely to have a blackout if a big heatwave would happen in SA, NT, Victoria and NSW. He notes Hazelwood has shut 
down and they cannot rely on the interconnectors from Tasmania or SA. He suggests they can have renewables if Australia is 
ready to replace coal. He reckons the Federal Government should take over these mothballed power stations like the Northern 
power plant in SA and Hazelwood in Victoria. Stock suggests the media should not fuss over blackouts because it is dangerous. 
He explains they don't have any policies in the last five years. He says they need more investment but they need a policy for a 
clean energy target. He points out they do not need billion-dollar band-aids that double down on narrow coal plants because they 
cannot give reliable power when it really gets hot. He recalls when about 2000 megawatts of fossil fuel plants have fallen over 
because they could not cope with the heat during the heatwave in NSW. Elliott says it is easy to criticise what they have and it is 
like the Greens who would say they do not like Australia Day but they cannot think of an alternative national day. Stock discusses 
the need to shift to renewables, which are cheaper, cleaner and reliable. Elliott recalls when Elon Musk has reckoned the world will 
be using renewables in five years. Stock discusses the solar thermal plants, which is being built in SA. He points out the Liddell 
plant is not running in February in Sydney even though it is not at the end of its design. He recommends letting the private sector 
discuss the country's need and putting a policy framework that would stand the test of time. Elliott says he is all in for technology 
but they did not tear out landline phones when they had mobiles. He recalls pulling out all ADSL connections without knowing if the 
NBN will be working and not many people are happy with NBN. 
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ABC Radio Adelaide, Adelaide, Afternoons, Sonya Feldhoff, Interview with John Boland, Professor of Environmental 
Mathematics, University of SA. Boland acknowledges the growing diversification of solar firms like the solar thermal firm in Port 
Augusta, compared to before where there are only rooftop solar. He notes that in the financial review, one of the two big 
supermarket chains is utilising rooftop solar power. He says in the demand one of renewable energy, one of his bugbears is energy 
efficient housing. He notes that the six-star rating is dependent on total energy use over the year. 

 

 

Sky Business News, Sydney, Trading Day, Helen Dalley, Dalley says according to Tim Buckley, Institute for Energy, 
Economics, and Financial Analysis, the Government has failed to provide a clear energy policy for the future at a time when the 
power, gas, and manufacturing industry are desperate for certainty. She add that Buckley is saying that the Federal Government 
needs to implement an energy policy that accepts Chief Scientist [Alan] Finkel's findings and supports renewable energy. Dalley 
says it comes as Scott Morrison, Treasurer, told Sky News that he is open to the idea that the Coalition Government will buy or 
build a coal-fired power station. Dalley also mentions the push from the Turnbull Government to keep AGL Energy's Liddell Power 
Station open five years longer than originally planned. 

 

 

Sky Business News, Sydney, Trading Day, Helen Dalley, Continuing Interview with John Hewson, former Federal Liberal 
leader, about keeping the Liddell Power Station open beyond its intended life. Hewson says Dalley should rethink carefully what 
has been said about the proposal. Hewson states that it is quite possible in the next three to four years for non-coal-fired power 
sources to generate much base load capacity. Hewson says there has been one project announced by the SA Government which 
will meet its power requirement. Hewson says what is needed is certainty from the private sector in terms of dealing with 
generating a sustainable long-term solution. Hewson also clarifies that there is no need to keep the older and dirtier coal-fired 
power plants. Hewson also cites what [Chief Scientist Alan] Finkel said about the clean energy target. Hewson says in a sense, 
there is a need for a reserve policy that the AEMO reported yesterday. Dalley says there has not been a strong growth in the GDP, 
and he touches on what is happening with the budget repair cuts. Hewson says the Government needs to look at broad-based 
reforms like tax reform. 

 
 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 07/09/17, David Speers, Live question time in Parliament. Member for Durack Melissa Price 
asks Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Transport Darren Chester, who represents the Minister for regional development, to 
update on the importance of affordable and reliable energy in regional Australia. Chester cites the Great Northern Highway, 
Northern Australia Roads Programme, Roads to Recovery Programme and the Heavy Vehicle Safety [and Productivity] 
Programme, which are all being delivered by the Turnbull Joyce Government in the electorate of Durack. He points out the 
Opposition has been wasting time in recent weeks by asking about citizenship because people are asking about jobs, national 
security and the cost of living pressures. He says Australians cannot trust Labor Party leader Bill Shorten because the party has 
cheered when the Hazelwood power station has closed. He recalls when Shorten has donated $100,000 of Australian Workers' 
Union money to GetUp! 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 07/09/17, David Speers, Live question time in Parliament. Member for Goldstein Tim Wilson 
asks Federal Minister for Health Greg Hunt about media reports that show SA and Victoria are facing summer blackouts, which 
would affect health care services. Hunt calls Labor electricity and hospital vandals. He commends Wilson for spending many years 
advocating for lower electricity prices and helping to design policies such as the abolition of the carbon tax. He explains hospitals 
like the Homestead Hospital cannot run unless they can afford the electricity to which they provide vital services. He says SA Labor 
has deliberately driven the Northern Power Station out of operation, destroying the SA system. He reads a headline from the ABC 
about embryos being destroyed at Flinders Medical Centre [due to blackouts]. He says Victorian Labor has deliberately driven 
1600 megawatts of electricity baseload out of the system. He says the Member for Bendigo would like to talk to [media outlets like] 
the Bendigo Advertiser, which had reported Central Victorian hospitals are walking at rising power cost while the State Government 
is being criticised for failing to account for soaring power prices. He points out all of that comes at a time when Opposition Leader 
Bill Shorten is proposing the introduction of a massive new electricity price hike. He says Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has a 
national energy plan to reduce pressure on gas and retail and to ensure there is storage to Snowy 2.0. 

 

 
Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 07/09/17, Samantha Maiden, Live Question Time in Parliament. Mark Butler, Member for Port 
Adelaide says that prices have never been higher than in this government. He asks if the government is not acting on gas export 
controls due to the legality of any decision the Deputy Prime Minister will make. Malcolm Turnbull, Prime Minister says that the 
Coalition under the Member for Warringah was elected four years ago and during that time, they have seen the carbon tax 
abolished, action on energy prices, action on schools, action on national security and action on industrial reforms. He says the 
failures they saw under Labor, saw a 100% increase in energy prices. He says they also saw a rush into renewables without any 
backup or storage. He says the Leader of the Opposition said the Coalition has an ideological objection to renewables but the 
objection they have is to Labor's stupidity, incompetence, and complacency. He says Labor allowed the unrestricted export of gas 
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from the East Coast despite warnings from AEMO and the energy regulator. He says Labor's policy failure led to the lack of 
dispatchable power. 

 

 

ABC Radio Adelaide, Afternoons, 07/09/17, Sonya Feldhoff, Interview with Danny Price, Managing Director, Frontier 
Economics. Feldhoff recalls that SA's big blackout happened on September 28 last year. Price says the State Government has an 
aspiration target of 50% renewable energy but does not do anything to fund the renewable generators in SA, and all the generators 
in SA were funded by the Commonwealth and the ACT Government scheme. He narrates that up to 2014, the Australian Energy 
Market Operator was still advising states and the SA Government that system stabilities weren't significant. He answers a question 
on whether the State's reliance on renewable energy contributed to the blackout during bad weather conditions. He says some 
renewable technologies can store energy over a very long time period like the new solar thermal plant. He attributes the quick 
renewable energy target achievement to businesses locating the Commonwealth-funded projects because of the high quality 
resources. He says SA is not going back to the days of the Riverlink Interconnection project, which would have dramatically 
improved competitive outcomes in the State but would not deal with emerging issues. 

 

 

Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 07/09/17, Samantha Maiden, Live Question Time in Parliament. Julia Banks, Member for 
Chisholm asks what the government is doing to put downward pressure on energy prices and ensure reliability. Malcolm Turnbull, 
Prime Minister says they are aiming to put downward pressure on energy prices while ensuring energy reliability and affordable for 
households and businesses. He says they have ensured better deals for consumers from the energy retailers. He mentions he 
heard that the Leader of the Opposition mocked that today. He says they have been numerous visits to the Energy Made Easy 
website and there are thousands of Australians getting a reduction in their energy bill. He mentions the mess the Labor did in 
regards to gas prices and they have reduced the wholesale gas price. He says for a medium-term pressure, the Labor Party could 
support their reform to abolish Limited Merits Review. He says Labor could ensure the bill goes through the Senate and the owners 
of the network will not be able to game the system by taking appeals from the energy regulator. 

 

Sky Business News, Trading Day, 07/09/17, Leanne Jones, Co-hosted by Martin Crabb, Shaw and Partners. A leading energy 
expert says the Government has failed to provide a clear energy policy for the future at a time when the power industry is 
desperate for certainty. Tim Buckley from the Institute of Energy, Economics and Financial Analysis says the Federal Government 
needs to implement an energy policy that accepts Finkel's findings and supports renewable energy. Meanwhile Treasurer Scott 
Morrison says he's open to the Government buying or building a coal fired power station. The Turnbull Government has pushed to 
keep AGL's Liddell Power Station open five years longer than planned. Crabb says AGL is in a relatively good situation and might 
be the one play to make money out of the sector. He comments his favourite long term growth stock is Oilsearch and he's added 
Woodside petroleum as well. 

 

 
ABC Radio Adelaide, Afternoons, 07/09/17, Sonya Feldhoff, Continuing Interview with Jon Dee, author, EnergySmart South 
Australia. Caller Kelvin asks about the Retailer Energy Efficiency Scheme. Dee advises people to take advantage of the REES. 
[cont] 

 

 

Sky News Live, News Day, 07/09/17, Samantha Maiden, Unions are under fire this week over a $1.5b war chest that's 
generating a $900m revenue stream with a tax-free status. The government says this is hypocrisy from unions who say that big 
businesses aren't paying their fair share of tax. Sally McManus, ACTU Secretary says Michaelia Cash, Federal Minister for 
Employment has used taxpayer money to get her staff to go through publically-available information on top of a two-year Royal 
Commission examining the same information. She says that unions have set up organisations with employers to ensure workers 
that lose their jobs receive payments and support, and training organisations for workers have also been established. McManus 
says The Australian's piece is union-bashing and all it reports is that some interest is coming back to the union, with unions 
spending this money on supporting workers. She adds that this comes down to the government not liking that some unions are 
campaigning against their government and policies like cuts to penalty rates and the offshoring of manufacturing jobs. McManus 
says the difference between companies and unions is that unions are not-for-profit, noting that money generated by the CBA goes 
back to shareholders but not so for unions. She adds that claims that unions are skimming money out of redundancy funds are 
outrageous slurs. McManus says the government will only be happy with an either non-existent or meek and quiet union 
movement. SHe states that the so-called Ensuring Integrity Bill is the most extreme union-bashing legislation seen in Australia and 
allows the government and business leaders and lobbyists to apply to have unions disbanded and union leaders sacked. McManus 
says if the same-sex survey goes ahead, they and other unions will push for a yes vote. She states that AGL have clearly said they 
don't intend to keep the Liddell Power Station open, which makes it surprising that the government has said otherwise. She adds 
that this confusion isn't good for workers. McManus says that privatisation has been a big contributor to rising power prices, and 
the government needs to invest in renewables to ensure certainty and also invest in the transition to renewables to ensure job 
certainty. 
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5AA, Afternoons, 07/09/17, Alan Hickey, Interview with Australian Wind Alliance coordinator Andrew Bray on wind farms. Hickey 
says the demolition of Port Augusta's coal-fired power station is continuing today. He says Victoria is about to close its Hazelwood 
power plant. He says Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull is in negotiations to keep NSW's Liddell coal-fired power plant open. Bray 
says wind farm is the future of the power debate. He says the winds need to be consistently strong for the wind farm to operate. 
Caller Patrick says she wants to know more about how the wind turbines operate. Bray says the power security measures that the 
Premier has introduced have been approved by the Energy Market Operator. He says the Energy Market Operator saw that there 
is a high level of reliability expected over the summer. He talks about the importance of having a battery storage. 

 

 

Radio National, The World Today, 07/09/17, Eleanor Hall, Report by Stephanie Borys, on Australia's energy crisis Scott 
Morrison, Federal Treasurer, says that it's time to move past the politics and ideologies involved in the energy crisis to find a 
practical solution, which Bill Shorten, Federal Opposition Leader, agrees with. Despite this, the government and the Federal Labor 
Party clash in the methodology to be used, with Morrison believing that keeping AGL's Liddell Power Station in NSW open past its 
planned closure in 2022, but he's refusing to answer the question if the government will buy the power plant. Shorten turns his 
eyes away from the plant and puts his focus on the expected power shortages in the summer, and cites privatisation as a big 
problem. On the other hand, David Leyonhjelm, Liberal Democrat Senator, believes that the Parliamentary Budget Office's 
suggestion to remove GST from electricity could help households, but Morrison dismisses the idea as it could cause the 
Commonwealth to increase taxes to compensate for the lost revenue. 

 

 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 

Confidence returns as post-boom hangover lifts 
The Australian, General News, 08/09/17, Paul Garvey, page 8 

 

Western Australia's economy finally appears to be emerging from the hangover of the mining construction boom. The state is 
facing its brightest conditions in years. While the first budget by the Mark McGowan-led Labor government was highlighted by 
broken promises on payroll tax and by gold royalty rises aimed at repairing the state's ballooning debt position, the macro-
economic backdrop is expected to come into the best shape it has been since the end of the boom. Unemployment has just started 
to fall and is expected to improve in the years ahead and Treasury expects a sharp recovery in gross state product from this year. 
"The economy is showing signs of recovery. Confidence is beginning to grow," Mr McGowan said. "And this is only a good sign for 
the state budget and also the WA economy." Growth in the gross state product fell to a low of just 0.25 per cent in the 2017 
financial year, but Treasury now expects that to recover to 3 per cent in 2018 and remain at or above those levels in the following 
years. Real state final demand, which contracted by 7 per cent last financial year, will shrink by another 1.5 per cent this year 
before swinging positive in financial 2019. The recovery is driven by the continued ramp-up of the big resources and oil and gas 
projects built over recent years. The Wheatstone liquefied natural gas project, the last of the major new projects in the state, is 
closing in on its first shipment, while the massive Gorgon LNG plant is continuing to crank up its output. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ew974613444 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Tension at coal terminal talks over Glencore plans 
The Australian, Business News, 08/09/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 18 

 

Negotiations over Wiggins Island Coal Export Terminal continue to heat up, according to sources, with Glencore's plans to sell 
assets linked to the complex said to be creating tension. The global trading house recently placed its Rolleston coalmine up for 
sale. The expectation is the sale of other adjoining assets is still to come. Glencore ships coal from the Rolleston mine through 
WICET and the understanding is the assets are owned by the same subsidiary that is liable to pay down the debt in the 
Queensland-based terminal. The fear among some is that more divestments could mean the interests of the Swiss-based 
powerhouse linked to the asset will not have the financial strength to pick up the slack of other collapsed miners that owe money to 
WICET and can't pay. Under WICET's terms, a consortium of miners that ship coal own the terminal and pay down the $4bn-plus 
debt on the asset via take or pay contracts. The contracts mean the miners that use the terminal pay to export coal regardless of 
the actual throughput, and should other miners collapse, the stronger players have to meet their costs. The problem for Glencore is 
that it is the largest of the miners exporting from the terminal and will most likely be left footing the bill given it has the deepest 
pockets. In recent months, Glencore has been negotiating with WICET's lenders to change the terms of the contract so that it does 
not need to pay the shipping costs of other parties. The big question centres on whether the Glencore parent company would be 
liable for the WICET debt should the Australian subsidiary be unable to pay and whether its asset sales can also proceed from a 
legal perspective. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo974613446 

 

 
Premier may step in over incinerator 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/09/17, James Robertson, page 8 

 

The NSW Premier has given the strongest indication yet that she might step in to review a controversial proposal for a waste 
incinerator near homes at Eastern Creek if it were approved by an independent planning agency, a parliamentary inquiry was told. 
The proposal by Dial A Dump Industries for the stage-one development on a $700 million, 1.4 million-tonne energy-from-waste 
facility at Eastern Creek, 35 kilometres west of the CBD, has met with overwhelming community objection including more than 950 
objections. There have been two submissions of support. The plan is currently before the state's Planning and Assessment 
Commission but has drawn widespread opposition over air pollution fears for nearby suburbs and other human health impacts. 
"I've heard the concerns from the community; I've heard concerns from my parliamentary colleagues on their behalf," Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian said at a budget estimates hearing on Thursday. "There's currently an assessment process in relation to that 
proposal; if the process finds it shouldn't go ahead, all well and good. But if there's a different finding then the government will 
consider its options." Since instigating them, the state government has made much of how Planning and Assessment Commissions 
are at "arm's length" from the government itself and any review would be seen by critics of the government as a departure. Critics 
of the PACs have decried them as a "rubber stamp" for controversial planning decisions, with 96 per cent of all projects before 
them approved in 2014. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0oo974613448 

 

 
Santos will redirect gas to east coast 
Daily Telegraph, Business News, 08/09/17, John Dagge, page 82 

 

Santos will have to make more gas available to local users in order to stave off government export restrictions, energy analysts 
believe. The oil and gas producer said yesterday it would divert 30 petajoules of gas from its $24 billion Gladstone liquefied natural 
gas export project in Queensland to the east coast market in 2018 and 2019. It is the most significant action taken by Santos and 
its project partners and comes ahead of the federal government deciding whether to declare 2018 a "shortfall" year for gas. If the 
government decides east coast gas users are facing a supply crunch, it can impose export restrictions. The volume to be diverted 
by Santos represents about 2 per cent of the 700 petajoules the east coast uses annually. Santo said it was enough gas to power 
33,000 homes for two years. The Adelaide-based producer is viewed as the most vulnerable to export restrictions among the three 
export projects that have been built in Queensland and are set to make Australia the world's biggest LNG exporter. Energy 
consultancy EnergyQuest said while Santos's latest actions would help ease high gas prices, it still expected the government to 
trigger export restrictions. "Every little bit helps," chief executive Graeme Bethune told The Daily Telegraph. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal com/0oo974613450 

Also displayed in the Courier Mail, Herald Sun, Hobart Mercury and on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

 
Exploit our precinct gems 
Courier Mail, General News, 08/09/17, John Aitken, page 28 

 

When locals are asked 'what does Brisbane offer?' we tend to focus on our city as warm and welcoming, our lifestyle and weather, 
our major events and local tourism offerings. Perhaps it is our humble and understated nature that makes us overlook many hidden 
gems that are fundamental to why those from outside Brisbane choose to invest or move here. When thinking of cities with 
established or growing reputations, such as London, New York, Barcelona, Toronto, Tokyo or Singapore, our perceptions are 
multilayered. We understand them to be great places to visit, but we also know of their specialisations in industry, education, 
research, cultural and sporting offerings. Importantly, these are well-managed, efficient, self-promoting destinations, mostly by 
alliances of asset owners and key tenancies working with government to co-invest in infrastructure, activation and promotion so 
they remain globally relevant and highly competitive. Singapore alone conjures up Marina Bay, Sentosa, Harbourfront, Orchard 
Road, Tanglin, Chinatown, Raffles and Changi, to name but a few, showcasing the diversity of the city as a global destination. 
Toronto's precinct program has been shaping its future for three decades, with more than 80 precinct groups overseeing the city's 
retail, food, lifestyle, leisure, tourism, cultural, sporting, research, technology, health care, education, business, industry and 
logistics districts, with MaRS Discovery District the shining light. 
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Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg974613456 

 

 
Cool glass of plastic 
Herald Sun, General News, 08/09/17, page 33 

 

People may be ingesting up to 4000 microparticles of plastic from tap water every year, according to a study based on samples 
from 14 countries. While the health risks are unknown, the US researchers pointed to previous findings that plastic particles can 
absorb, and release harmful chemicals and bacteria. Of 159 tap-water samples analysed, 83 per cent were found to contain plastic 
particles, said the Minnesota and New York university researchers. Australia was not among the nations where water samples 
were taken. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg974613458 

 

 
Lobster haul pushes limit 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/09/17, Alex Luttrell, page 12 

 

Rock lobster fishers exceeded a notional East Coast catch limit by an estimated eight tonnes last season, researchers say. A study 
by the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies found that during the eastern region rock lobster season, (November to April) and 
the western region (November to August) that licensed recreational fishers harvested an estimated 87.9 tonnes. Overall, the 
harvest fell well short of the total allowable recreational catch of 170 tonnes - equivalent to about 7 per cent of the total allowable 
catch (1221 tonnes). The allowable catch includes the commercial catch limit of 1051 tonnes. However, with 57 per cent of lobster 
caught in eastern waters, fishers exceeded the East Coast stock rebuilding strategy s notional catch limit of 42 tonnes. The catch 
was estimated at 50.2 tonnes compared with 35.7 tonnes in 2015-16, which was influenced by biotoxins in the area. Report co-
author Jeremy Lyle said the catch cap was not regulated like the commercial fishery. Dr Lyle added recovering stocks had resulted 
in more catches after the 2015-16 biotoxin closures. "If we continually exceed that rate, then that rebuild will take longer," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg974613460 

 

Santos gas to stay at home 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business News, 08/09/17  Luke Griffiths, page 54 

 

South Australia's largest company, Santos, will supply a significant amount of gas to Australia's east coast market, rather than 
sending it overseas. In an update to the ASX yesterday, chief executive Kevin Gallagher said 30 petajoules of gas - enough to 
power 330,000 homes for two years - from its $US18.5 billion Gladstone LNG project would be redirected for domestic use during 
2018 and 2019. "Over the last few months, Santos has been working constructively with the Federal Government and our GLNG 
partners to supply additional gas to the east coast domestic market," Mr Gallagher said. "It is further proof of our readiness to work 
with our partners in responding to market dynamics and meeting local gas demand, and I would like to thank them for their 
support." This latest announcement follows recent Santos moves to deliver up to 72PJ of gas over four years into the southeast 
market through a swap agreement, and the sale of 15PJ to South Australia's Pelican Point power station. Earlier this year, Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull introduced the Australian Domestic Gas Security mechanism which would allow his government to 
impose export controls on companies when there is a shortfall of gas supply in the domestic market. That move came after the 
Australian Energy Market Operator released a dire forecast in March, revealing declining gas supplies would likely lead to power 
supply shortfalls between 2019 and 2021. The Commonwealth has not yet declared whether 2018 would be classified as a 
"shortfall year", thus triggering GLNG export restrictions. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tq974613464 

 

 
Santos, Origin Energy strike deal with Qenos 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Santos and Origin Energy are understood to have inked a new deal to supply ethane from the Cooper Basin to plastics maker 
Qenos involving a significant increase in price for the fuel. The deal to supply Qenos' Botany Bay plant replaces an existing deal 
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which was meant to run until 2019. Santos is understood to have demanded a hike in the price of ethane, leaving Chinese-
controlled Qenos little option but to negotiate or else argue the matter in court. The deal comes as Santos is desperately trying to 
fend off government-imposed caps on its LNG exports from its $US18.5 billion GLNG project in Gladstone.  The price hike is 
understood to kick in around mid September and will last until the contract expires at the end of 2019. As the only large user of 
ethane in Australia, Qenos is reliant on supply from the Cooper Basin, using a dedicated pipeline that runs from the basin to the 
site south of Sydney. News of the settlement comes after about 12 months of fierce negotiations between the two sides. It 
coincides with Santos' announcement earlier Thursday that the GLNG venture will divert 30 Peta joules of gas from export to the 
domestic market. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/09/07/b9006469-b0d2-460e-b891-b4fe0e692de5.html 

 

 
Mining lobby fiddles as community trust hits 'tipping point' 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 08/09/17, Matthew Stevens 

 

The fault lines between BHP Billiton and the Minerals Council of Australia have been publicly aired in a speech delivered by the Big 
Thinking Australian's chief external affairs officer, Geoff Healy, at the mining lobby's annual gathering in Canberra. In a remarkably 
frank, wide-ranging appraisal of the failed state of community trust in business broadly, and the mining industry particularly, Healy 
punctuated his commentary with the observation that: "We [BHP] recognise that we need to do even more to publicise where we 
hold materially different positions to those expressed by industry associations, including the MCA  And we will." As we have 
reported before in some detail, the most senior management at BHP has been left frustrated and worse by recent divergences of 
policy between Australia's global mining house and the industry lobby. BHP is said to be so concerned about the risk of assumed 
alignment with the likes of the MCA that it is contemplating maintaining a list of the points of policy difference on its website. It will 
also increasingly announce those differences to the Twitterverse and to a family of Facebookers. The flashpoint of tension here is 
the MCA response to the Finkel Review in general and the Chief Scientist's recommendation of replacement of the renewable 
energy target by a clean energy target. The MCA has worried publicly that the CET could be shaped to remove any future incentive 
to invest in the high-efficiency, low- emission (HELE) power-generating technologies that the council executive promotes as an 
obvious answer to Australia's simmering electricity supply dilemma. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/09/07/adea473d-a87a-42d0-94d2-6cd584627088.html 

 

 
Asbestos left at eight sites around Sydney by notorious dumper, court hears 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 07/09/17, Keely Mcdonough 

 

Sydney’s most notorious waste dumper Dib Hanna has pleaded not guilty in court to eight charges of allegedly dumping asbestos 
on private properties. Hanna faced the NSW Land and Environment Court today after being arrested and extradited from Victoria 
to face the alleged illegal dumping offences brought by the NSW Environment Protection Authority. The charges relate to illegal 
dumping of waste, including asbestos waste, on private properties in western Sydney in 2015 and 2016. Victoria Police arrested Mr 
Hanna on Tuesday and was extradited back to NSW. It is the first time a person has been extradited in relation to alleged 
environmental offences. As Mr Hanna failed to attend court on several previous occasions, a warrant was issued for his arrest. 
Each of Hanna’s eight repeat waste offences carries a maximum penalty of $250,000 and/or two years’ imprisonment. EPA CEO 
Mark Gifford said illegal dumping was an environmental crime. “I would like to thank NSW and Victoria Police for their co-operation 
and assistance in bringing Mr Hanna before the Court so he can face these serious charges,” Mr Gifford said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/asbestos-left-at-eight-sites-around-sydney-by-notorious-dumper-
court-hears/news-story/e91bf089dd70eb17677b82d339f9969e 

 

 
Serial Sydney asbestos dumper faces court over fresh charges 
9News.com.au, Other, 07/09/17,  

A notorious asbestos dumper has fronted court today in handcuffs, facing fresh charges of dumping riddled waste across the 
state's west. Dib Hanna has a history of illegally leaving asbestos-laced materials in locations including Ilandilo, Wallacia and East 
Kurrajong from late 2015 to early 2016. Dragged before the magistrate at the Land and Environment Court today, he became the 
first person to be extradited from Victoria to face charges after failing to appear at his past three court appearances. Hanna was 
recently handed a three-month sentence after being caught on CCTV dumping 80 tonnes of laced material at Sydney’s Picnic 
Point. He has eight other convictions including three illegal dumps at Liverpool and another at Hornsby. Hanna’s fresh charges 
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allege he offered western Sydney residents free top soil in a letter box flier, with those who took up the offer receiving soil 
containing asbestos. The court today heard Hanna’s lawyer is on holiday, delaying his bail application until next week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.9news.com.au/national/2017/09/07/17/27/notorious-sydney-asbestos-dumper-fronts-court 

 

 
Alleged serial dumper extradited to NSW 
GWN7 - Yahoo!7, Other, 07/09/17, Perry Duffin 

 

An accused serial asbestos waste dumper has become the first person extradited to NSW to face environmental charges after he 
skipped court and fled to Victoria. The Environmental Protection Agency began prosecuting Dib Hanna in late 2016, accusing him 
of illegally dumping waste, including asbestos, on private properties in Sydney's west in 2015 and 2016. He was hit with eight 
repeat waste offences, each of which carries a maximum penalty of $250,000 and/or two years' behind bars. But Hanna didn't 
show up to court and a warrant was issued for his arrest. Victorian Police caught up with Hanna on Tuesday. He was arrested and 
hauled before a Victorian Magistrate's Court which granted an extradition request - making him the first person sent back to NSW 
to face environmental offences. Hanna faced the Land and Environment Court in Sydney on Thursday where he entered a not 
guilty plea. He was remanded in custody until September 13, when he is expected to apply for bail. 

 

Read Item: https://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w1/news/a/-/national/36998772/alleged-serial-dumper-extradited-to-nsw/ 

 

 
E-waste recycled from toxic problem to creative solution 
The Wire, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

[Audio] A creative solution to recycling electronic waste into stock for digital printers has won the inaugural Plus Alliance global 
prize. The idea was developed by Professor Sahajwalla and her team at the University of New South Wales. 

 

Read Item: http://thewire.org.au/story/e-waste-recycled-toxic-problem-creative-solution/ 

 

 
What's the best reusable coffee cup? 
World News Australia, Other, 07/09/17,  

 
After ABC's War on Waste, sales of reusable cups have soared - and the options are beautiful. Hands up who watched the ABC's 
War on Waste? Keep them up if you hunted down a reusable coffee cup the next day. Thousands of Australians reacted to the 
show’s revelation about disposable coffee cups. It’s estimated Aussies throw away one billion single-use coffee cups every year. 
Host Craig Reucassel managed to jam 50,000 of those cups into a tram carriage and the theatre of that TV moment has driven 
Aussies into action. Sales of re-usable coffee cups have exploded, from established brands to one-of-a-kind pottery cups.  With her 
brother Jamie Forsyth, Abigail Forsyth founded KeepCup, in 2009. The Melbourne business had been steadily gaining momentum 
but War on Waste jolted Australians like a double shot espresso. In case you haven’t heard, after plastic bottles, coffee cups are 
the second-largest contributor to rubbish – they’re lined with a plastic film, making them particularly difficult to recycle. Many end up 
in the ocean where they disintegrate into fragments that marine life mistakes for food. After these revelations, KeepCup HQ was hit 
with a 400 per cent increase in online sales. “Our business quadrupled overnight, “ says Abigail. The original KeepCup is made of 
lightweight plastic. But for many coffee drinkers, plastic isn’t right for their daily ritual. So in 2014, KeepCup introduced a glass 
model. KeepCup’s Brewcup is made with tempered soda lime glass, a silicone lid and a plastic or cork band. 

 

Read Item: http://www.sbs.com.au/food/article/2017/09/02/whats-best-reusable-coffee-cup 

 
 

Santos says gas will stay at home ahead of 'shortfall' decision by Federal Government 
Adelaide Now, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

South Australia's largest company, Santos, will supply a significant amount of gas to Australia's east coast market, rather than 
sending it overseas. In an update to the ASX this morning, chief executive Kevin Gallagher said that 30 petajoules of gas — 
enough to power 330,000 homes over a two-year period — from its $US18.5 billion Gladstone LNG project will be redirected for 
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domestic use during 2018 and 2019. “Over the last few months, Santos has been working constructively with the Federal 
Government and our GLNG partners to supply additional gas to the east coast domestic market,” Mr Gallagher said. “It is further 
proof of our readiness to work with our partners in responding to market dynamics and meeting local gas demand and I would like 
to thank them for their support.” This latest announcement follows recent Santos moves to deliver up to 72PJ of gas over four 
years into the south-east market through a swap agreement, and the sale of 15PJ to South Australia’s Pelican Point power station. 
Earlier this year, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull introduced the Australian Domestic Gas Security mechanism which would allow 
his government to impose export controls on companies when there is a shortfall of gas supply in the domestic market. That move 
came after the Australian Energy Market Operator released a dire forecast in March, which revealed that declining gas supplies 
would likely lead to power supply shortfalls between 2019 and 2021. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/adelaidenow.com.au/2017/09/07/b4725b9a-82b3-4ed3-b5e0-527ddc6eed0b.html 

 

 
Santos to divert export gas to east coast 
TheBull.com.au, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Santos and its joint venture partners at the Gladstone LNG project in Queensland have agreed to divert about 30 petajoules of gas 
to the domestic market, in an effort to stave off government export curbs. The gas, which would have been exported, will instead 
be sold to customers on the east coast over 2018 and 2019, Santos said. "Over the last few months, Santos has been working 
constructively with the federal government and our GLNG partners to supply additional gas to the east coast domestic market," 
Santos chief executive Kevin Gallagher said. The oil and gas producer has been accused of contributing to the tight gas supply 
situation in the domestic market, given its reliance on third-party supplies to fill up export shipments at Gladstone. Earlier this year, 
the federal government introduced a mechanism giving it powers to impose export controls on companies when there is a shortfall 
of gas supply in the domestic market, following warnings of potential shortages by the regulator. The policy has been slammed by 
large energy companies, including Santos, as government interference in the sector. Last month, Santos agreed to supply 15 
petajoules of gas to the Pelican Point power station in South Australia and also committed to supply of up to 72 PJ of gas over four 
years into the south-east market through a swap agreement. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thebull.com.au/articles/a/69408-santos-to-divert-export-gas-to-east-coast.html 

Also displayed on the Sky News website 

 

 
Barnaby Joyce's bizarre call to arms against “green peril” 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/09/17, Sophie Vorrath 

 

Australia's deputy prime minister has issued a rousing call to arms to Australia's mining and resources industry, warning that if they 
lose the fight for new coal-fired power generation, they are opening the door for the rest of the industry to fall victim to the “fatuous 
economics” of renewable energy and green groups. In a speech at the Minerals Week Seminar on Wednesday, Barnaby Joyce 
warned his audience against the sort of tax-exempt charities “whose job it is to completely destroy the economic base of Australia,” 
and a Labor Party that was fiendishly courting green votes; street by street, “wind chime by wind chime.” Using a bizarre mix of 
metaphors and old fashioned fear mongering, the deputy PM painted a picture of a nation under attack from a sort of economy 
destroying “green peril” that would shut down coal power plants, kill coal exports and – of course – turn the lights out. “Around 
about January, ladies and gentlemen, families are going to come back from holiday, mum and dad are going to go back to work, 
mum’s going to turn on the air conditioner, get the kids ready for school, school’s going to turn on the power, and if we don’t watch 
out, the lights are going to go out,” Joyce said. “And this will be a salutary lesson on how economics really work. A salutary lesson 
against the fatuous economics that’s being peddled. (“In the) Galilee Basin, we are in the fight of our lives trying to open up a 
mechanism that will create wealth for this nation. Total insanity!” he said. “What’s one of our biggest exports, or our biggest export? 
Coal. And what are we making the argument against? That we should use coal. It’s absurd. …I just don’t get it.” But Joyce might 
need his own quick refresher in economics, at least when it comes to coal – considering the increasingly loud and clear message 
from the market, that neither burning coal for power, nor exporting it to other countries to do the same, are economically 
sustainable future paths for Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/barnaby-joyces-bizarre-call-arms-green-peril-35063/ 

 

 
CSIRO's hydrogen project could transform the industry 
Engineers Australia, Other, 07/09/17, David Viano 
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A $3.4 million CSIRO project is aiming to demonstrate the conversion of ammonia to high purity hydrogen for fuel cell vehicles, 
which could transform the global supply chain for hydrogen. The work is being funded by the Science and Industry Endowment 
Fund’s Experimental Development Program and is supported by BOC, a member of The Linde Group, which will contribute in-kind 
gas products, equipment and technical expertise for the project at a test site in Pullenvale, Brisbane. Hydrogen is a difficult gas to 
transport due to its low density, but one option of transporting it is to convert hydrogen to ammonia and using existing transport 
infrastructure. The CSIRO project will look at the conversion of ammonia back to high-purity hydrogen at or near the point of use. 
CSIRO said this approach requires cost-effective technologies to ‘crack’ or decompose the ammonia to its components: nitrogen 
and hydrogen, followed by separation of the resulting mixture to produce pure hydrogen. The project aims to take the technology 
from the laboratory, focusing on extracting hydrogen from ammonia. “This is a topic of intense interest in Australia right now due to 
the potential of ammonia as a medium to export renewable energy from Australia to Asian markets. We also expect this technology 
to have application to other H2 production routes such as the reforming or decomposition of natural gas,” said Dr Michael Dolan of 
CSIRO. Dolan said current global ammonia production is around 200 million tonnes per year, and there is a network of ships, 
trucks, trains and pipelines to move ammonia to all parts of the globe.  

 

Read Item: https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/News/csiros-hydrogen-project-could-transform-industry 

 

 

Channel 7, Seven News, 07/09/17, Peter Mitchell, Serial asbestos dumper Dib Hanna arrested in Melbourne has faced the Land 
and Environment Court accused of eight offences of illegal dumping between 2015 and 2016. 

 
 

Channel 7, Seven News, 07/09/17, Mark Ferguson, Dib Hanna, Sydney's worst serial asbestos dumper, is accused of illegally 
discarding toxic waste across the West. Hanna had to be extradited from Victoria to face the new charges in the Land and 
Environment Court. 
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Turnbull shakes up mandarins 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/09/17, Laura Tingle, page 10 

 

Canberra's mandarins are about to undertake one of their biggest portfolio shake-ups in years. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
announced the shake up on Thursday, which follows the announced departures of Gordon de Brouwer from Environment and 
Energy and Martin Bowles from Health. The reshuffle affects almost all senior departments other than Prime Minister and Cabinet, 
Treasury, Finance and Defence. Dr de Brouwer announced in July he was retiring from the public service and the department at 
the centre of the contentious environment and energy debate, while Mr Bowles announced his departure last month and, soon 
afterwards, his appointment to the Calvary Health Care group. Confirming widespread expectations in Canberra, Mr Turnbull said 
Michael Pezzullo, the secretary of the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, was now the Secretary designate of the 
yet to be formally established Department of Home Affairs, the new department that will coordinate all aspects of Australia's 
national security strategy. Long-serving welfare bureaucrat Finn Pratt will shift into new territory as secretary of the Department of 
the Environment and Energy  Glenys Beauchamp will move from the Industry portfolio to become the Secretary of the Department 
of Health. In turn, Kathryn Campbell will move from Human Services to Social Services while Heather Smith will move from 
Communications and the Arts to Industry, Innovation and Science. Mike Mrdak will move from Infrastructure and Regional 
Development to Communications and the Arts. Renee Leon will move from Employment to Human Services. Joining the ranks of 
department heads as secretaries will be Kerri Hartland and Steven Kennedy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tq974613466 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Pezzullo emerges as a big winner in huge shake-up 
Canberra Times, General News, 08/09/17, Tom McIlroy, page 8 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull is overhauling the top ranks of the federal public service, naming Immigration boss Michael 
Pezzullo as head of the new Home Affairs Department. Mr Turnbull said Mr Pezzullo would lead the transition of the Immigration 
and Border Protection into the new Home Affairs Department as it is established in 2018. The expected move will see the 
controversial secretary leading the new portfolio under incoming minister Peter Dutton. In a big public service shake-up, prompted 
by the departures of Martin Bowles from Health and Gordon de Brouwer from Environment and Energy, Mr Turnbull announced 
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nine other appointments on Thursday. Mr Bowles is moving to the private sector in November, while Dr de Brouwer is retiring on 
Friday. Industry, Innovation and Science boss Glenys Beauchamp will step up to lead Health and Ageing, while Finn Pratt will 
leave Social Services to become secretary of Environment and Energy, a relative step down in size and influence. Heather Smith 
is moving from Communications and the Arts to become secretary of the larger Department of Industry, Innovation and Science. 
Kathryn Campbell will leave the massive Human Services Department to become secretary of Social Services. Her move follows a 
rocky period overseeing the robo-debt debacle. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tq974613468 
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Wildlife 
 

 
Save 'new' Tassie tigers from hunters 
Herald Sun, General News, 08/09/17, Anne Mather, page 6 

 

A team of Tasmanians monitoring an area they believe is home to thylacines wants the area protected from hunters. The team, 
which released footage this week of what they believe is a thylacine or Tasmanian tiger, has urged the state government to help 
monitor and protect the site. Adrian "Richo" Richardson, a member of the team, said they wanted to ensure the animals, officially 
extinct, were protected. "There should be a 10km radius closed off from hunters," Mr Richardson said. "We want this area 
protected because there are spotlighters out there with guns." The three-member team had self-funded their ongoing photographic 
program, spending $5000 on equipment alone in the past 12 months. The fortnightly monitoring of the area, within a 50km radius 
of Maydena, was also extremely time consuming. It was vital the location did not become public knowledge, and it was essential 
authorities took an interest, he said. Mr Richardson, who has been documenting reports of thylacines for 26 years, said the images 
released this week showed more than one thylacine was in the area. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0tq974613470 

Also displayed in the Hobart Mercury 

 

 
Watch on our wildlife 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/09/17, David Killick, page 13 

 

People who deliberately kill Tasmania's threatened species will face steeper fines and potential jail sentences, Environment 
Minister Matthew Groom says. Fines will increase from $15,900 to $100,000 and provisions made for a 12-month jail term, Mr 
Groom announced yesterday on Threatened Species Day. "The community was shocked at the shooting of two eagles earlier this 
year, and these changes will send a stronger message that this will not be tolerated in Tasmania," he said. However, the state's 
main public sector union says it is those who look after threatened species in Tasmania that are endangered - by State 
Government cutbacks. Community and Public Sector Union chief Tom Lynch said the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water and Environment's Threatened Species Unit had been whittled from 15 full-time equivalent staff to just 2.8. "For a state that 
prides itself on our natural values and relies upon them to underpin our tourism industry, it's distressing to learn there are less than 
three full-time positions funded to protect the 680 species at risk," Mr Lynch said. "It seems Minister Groom is more interested in 
encouraging development in our National Parks and World Heritage Areas than defending the species those areas were reserved 
to protect." Earlier in the day, protesters from the Bob Brown Foundation took their message in support of endangered birds to 
Murray St. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ci974613474 

 

 
Nature watch 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 08/09/17, Tara Nash, page 51 

 

Kangaroo Island's Seal Bay Conservation Park has recently been certified as a top ecotourism provider. The park, which is the 
only place in the world where visitors can walk through an Australian sea lion colony, received the award by Ecotourism Australia. 
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Ecoutourism Australia, a not for profit organisation, aims to "inspire environmentally sustainable" and "culturally responsible 
tourism" and defines ecotourism as ecologically sustainable tourism which focuses on environmental and cultural understanding. 
These factors were recognised in Seal Bay Conservation Park's boardwalk and twilight tours, its visitor centre and its star offering. 
It was also for the Seal Bay Experience, which takes guests on to the beach with the sea lions, above. Department of Environment, 
Water and Natural Resources chief executive Sandy Pitcher said this certification confirmed the park's standing. "This certification 
confirms Seal Bay as offering topquality sustainability, natural area management and interpretive experiences for visitors," Ms 
Pitcher said. "Visiting Seal Bay is an amazing, unique experience and we are extremely proud of everything the site has to offer." 
Seal Bay, on the southern side of Kangaroo Island, recieves about 110,000 visitors annually and is home to more than 1000 sea 
lions, with only 15000 in the country, however numbers are declining. These seals were hunted during the 19th century and their 
numbers haven not returned since, and now the species is considered threatened in SA. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ci974613476 

 

 
Tasmanian tiger 'sighting': Rival thylacine group sceptical of latest vision 
WEB MSN Australia, Other, 07/09/17, Cate Grant 

 

A rival thylacine tracking group has dismissed as 'over-hyped' vision purportedly of a Tasmanian tiger released yesterday. The 
vision recorded last November was shown at a press conference by a group called the Booth Richardson Tiger Team (BRTT), 
which has been trying to track a thylacine. Tasmanian wildlife expert Nick Mooney examined the video and said while it was most 
likely a spotted quoll, there was a 20 per cent chance the animal was a Tasmanian tiger. Neil Waters, founder of the Thylacine 
Awareness Group, said he did not doubt the conviction of the Booth Richardson Tiger Team, but was not convinced. "I think their 
testimony seems very genuine …I think the hype and the build-up that they created in the lead-up to them releasing their footage 
was a little bit overestimated I suppose, I don't think their footage was anywhere near as conclusive as we'd hoped it would be," he 
said. Mr Waters said he had evidence of thylacines in South Australia and Western Australia. He is releasing a documentary on the 
hunt for the thylacine this weekend at Nanup in Western Australia, which has a history of sightings in the area. The last captive 
thylacine named "Benjamin" died in the Hobart Zoo on September 7, 1936, and the species was officially declared extinct in in 
1986. There have been many sightings of Tasmanian tigers reported over the years. 

 

Read Item: http://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/tasmanian-tiger-sighting-rival-thylacine-group-sceptical-of-latest-
visior-AArrpxR 

 

 
Report shows Labor government failed to enforce threatened species protection laws 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

To mark National Threatened Species Day, a coalition of environment groups has released a damning report that Friends of the 
Earth says provides evidence of a systemic failure of the Labor government to enforce threatened species protection laws in native 
forests subject to logging. The Lawless logging report prepared by Friends of the Earth, Goongerah Environment Centre and 
Fauna and Flora Research Collective details 27 logging operations carried out by state owned logging agency VicForests, that 
have breached legal protections for threatened wildlife and protected rainforest since the Andrews Labor government was elected. 
All 27 cases of logging that the report details were reported to the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning by 
community groups over the last three years. Friends of the Earth says these community groups have been doing the job the 
Department should be doing and are acting as unofficial regulators of the logging industry. “There has been a systemic failure by 
VicForests to comply with threatened species and rainforest protections and a systemic failure by DELWP, as the regulator, to 
enforce compliance,  said Friends of the Earth spokesperson Ed Hill. “It should not be left up to the community to find threatened 
species at the 11th hour before their habitat is bulldozed and pulped for cheap copy paper. The Department are outsourcing their 
responsibilities to the community whist turning a blind eye to appalling logging practices that are breaching legislative protections 
and fast tracking the extinction of forest wildlife,” said Ed Hill. “This report should serve as a wake up call to Environment Minister 
Lily D’Ambrosio that her Department is failing in their responsibilities to protect threatened wildlife and enforce the laws that the 
government’s logging agency must follow,” said Ed Hill. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/briefs/report-shows-labor-government-failed-to-enforce-threatened-species-
protection-laws/95239 

 

 
‘Threatened Species Unit should be added to threatened list on International Threatened Species Day' 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 07/09/17, tasmaniantimes.com 
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The Tasmanian government’s threatened species unit should be added to the threatened list as we celebrate International 
Threatened Species Day today. The threatened species unit, part of the Department of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and 
Environment (DPIPWE) was established in 1995 when the Threatened Species Protection Act commenced.  There are currently 
680 species listed on Schedules of the Act as either endangered, vulnerable or rare and at risk.  The Threatened Species Unit has 
historically been funded through a combination of Commonwealth grants allocated to address specific species concerns or through 
agreements such as the Regional Forest Agreement and State government funding.  Unfortunately both State and Federal 
governments have turned their backs on threatened species so the number of staff in the Threatened Species Unit has reduced 
from around 15 fulltime equivalent (FTE) to just 2.8 FTE.  “For a State that prides itself on our natural values and relies upon them 
to underpin our tourism industry it’s distressing to learn there are less than three fulltime positions funded to protect the 680 
species at risk,” said CPSU General Secretary Tom Lynch. “The risks facing most of these plants  and animals are increasing as 
development pushes deeper into their habitats and the impact of climate change bites but the Hodgman government is reducing 
the resources allocated to protect them,” said Mr. Lynch. The capacity of this tiny team is reduced further by a complete lack of 
interest from the Minister, Matthew Groom, who has allowed the Scientific Advisory Committee to lapse by failing to make new 
appointments.  Under the legislation the statutory obligations of the Threatened Species Unit can’t be fulfilled without a Scientific 
Advisory Committee so the normal work of the unit – maintaining listings, progressing draft listings etc is stalled.  

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/article/threatened-species-unit-should-be-added-to threatened-list/ 

 

 
Tasmanian tiger 'sighting': Rival thylacine group sceptical of latest vision 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

A rival thylacine tracking group has dismissed as "over-hyped" vision purportedly of a Tasmanian tiger released on Wednesday. 
The vision recorded last November was shown at a press conference by a group called the Booth Richardson Tiger Team (BRTT), 
which has been trying to track a thylacine. Tasmanian wildlife expert Nick Mooney examined the video and said while it was most 
likely a spotted quoll, there was a 20 per cent chance the animal was a Tasmanian tiger. Neil Waters, founder of the Thylacine 
Awareness Group, said he did not doubt the conviction of the Booth Richardson Tiger Team, but was not convinced. "I think their 
testimony seems very genuine …I think the hype and the build-up that they created in the lead-up to them releasing their footage 
was a little bit overestimated I suppose, I don't think their footage was anywhere near as conclusive as we'd hoped it would be," he 
said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-07/rival thylacine-group-sceptical-of-vision/8883178 

 

 
Researchers tune into cockatoo calls - UQ News 
University of Queensland, Other, 07/09/17, uq.edu.au 

 

In a ground-breaking study, tiny sound recorders will be set up near the nests of south-eastern red-tailed black-cockatoos to 
monitor the nesting habits of the endangered species. University of Queensland researchers, working alongside the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), will begin research this week placing sound recorders near nests across 
farmland between Portland and Edenhope in Victoria. UQ Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Science researcher Daniella 
Teixeira said when the sound recorders are collected later this year, each device will have more than 150 gigabytes of audio to 
analyse. “The project’s main aim is to develop semi-automated methods for detecting key breeding-related bird calls from the 
massive volumes of audio,” she said.   “If that is achieved, this project will provide conservation managers with a reliable and cost-
effective method for monitoring these birds over vast areas and for long periods of time. “That information could be used to make 
decisions about habitat protection in relation to nesting habitat, fire planning and the placement of artificial nests.”  DELWP Senior 
Biodiversity Officer Richard Hill said the south-eastern red-tailed black-cockatoo is one of Australia's rarest cockatoos and is only 
found in south-west Victoria and lower south-east South Australia. “It’s believed a lack of success with nesting is a key reason for 
their low population, and we’re hoping to find out what’s causing this,” Mr Hill said. “Bird calls will be recorded across the breeding 
season, with the devices programmed to record at certain times of day. “The audio will be used to determine the success of 
particular nests, by identifying specific calls from parent birds and their chicks. 

 

Read Item: https://www.uq.edu.au/news/node/121021 

 

 
'Your grandkids may never see them in the wild': Koalas at risk of going extinct 
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 07/09/17, Peter Devlin  
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Koalas are on the brink of extinction according to new research from the RSPCA and WWF Australia. The report found tree-
clearing is being overlooked, and Australia's Koala population is suffering.  'The enormous extent of suffering and death caused 
makes tree-clearing the single greatest animal welfare crisis,' the report found. 'Yet it is largely unmonitored and unstudied, and 
neglected in wildlife policy and law.' Queensland wildlife carer Clare Gover told The Daily Telegraph the koala population is being 
'pushed further and further to the brink.' 'Your grandkids may never see them in the wild and that's heartbreaking,' she said. 
Concerns are held for the Campbelltown-Wollondilly koala population as the NSW government and Campbelltown City Council 
plan to build up to 33,000 homes in the middle of their corridor - forcing koalas to travel into residential areas for food and cross 
dangerous roads. 'Koalas are going right in the middle of suburbia, they are literally in people's front yards,' Wollondilly Shire 
Council's environment education officer Damion Stirling told AAP on Wednesday. The area, home to about 300 koalas, is also the 
site of the first recorded koala sighting by a European in 1798. 

 

Read Item: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4860632/Australia-koala-population-brink-extinction.html 

 
 

'Extinct' wallaby species back from the dead in central Queensland 
Brisbane Times, Other, 07/09/17, Tony Moore 

 

It was once known as the flashjack or waistcoat wallaby and its soft fur was so popular, 'roo shooters essentially wiped it out in 
Queensland by 1929. Indigenous Australians called it "Merrin", but as colonialists brought their dogs and cats, cleared bushland, 
and foxes and dingos attacked in more open country, its numbers dwindled. Wildlife Queensland declared the bridled nailtail 
wallaby extinct in Queensland in 1956, but a fencing contractor in central Queensland found a small population on a property near 
Dingo in 1973. "This was confirmed by researchers from the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and the property eventually 
became Taunton National Park," the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection said. "Current population estimates for 
the Taunton National Park, including neighbouring properties, are approximately 200 wallabies." Now, a population of 223 is well 
established in central Queensland. The bridled nailtail is one of three species of nailtail wallabies on the east coast of Australia. 
The small wallaby is now classed as a "threatened" species. One of the three species, the crescent nailtail wallaby, is already 
extinct. Bridled nailtail wallabies can be recognised from the white “bridal  banding, which is a feature of the wallaby’s face cheeks, 
its back and its shoulders. A brown stripe begins on its forehead and runs down its back. 

 

Read Item: https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/environment/conservation/extinct-wallaby-species-back-from-the-dead-in-
central-queensland-20170907-p4yvs2.html 

 
 

How a CQ National Park saved this cuddly creature from extinction 
Central Queensland News, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

A wallaby believed to be extinct for four decades is now thriving in Taunton National Park in Central Queensland. The population of 
Bridled Nailtail Wallabies in the park has doubled in five years, thanks to a joint project between the Palaszczuk Government, 
Fitzroy Basin Association Inc and partners. National Parks Minister Steven Miles said the project's focus was on protecting 130,000 
hectares of the wallaby's habitat from predators. "We've seen the population of Bridled Nailtail wallabies double in size to around 
223, thanks largely to feral animal control,” Mr Miles said. "Pest animals are the biggest threat facing this endangered species. 
"That's why activities such as the 1080-baiting program for dogs and foxes, and intensive feral cat management are so crucial. 
"Queensland Parks and Wildlife staff also conduct an annual census of the wallaby population to ensure numbers remain healthy. 
"As part of this census, the bridled nailtail wallabies are safely trapped and microchipped. "Taken together, these conservation 
efforts have made a significant difference. It's really encouraging to see the wallabies flourish in a relatively short space of time.” A 
population of bridled nailtail wallabies is also being established at Avocet Nature Refuge near Emerald, thanks to translocation. 
There is a stable population of around 100 wallabies, and with continued predator control, the numbers are expected to increase. 
The Queensland Government has committed local rangers, regional project coordinators, and flora and fauna ecologists to the 
project, while $1.15m from the Commonwealth Biodiversity Fund has been committed. 

 

Read Item: https://www.cqnews.com.au/news/how-a-cq-national-park-saved-this-cuddly-creature-/3221389/ 

 

 
Threatened Species Day: Orange-bellied parrot breeding program to be trialled at Adelaide Zoo 
ABC Online, Other, 07/09/17,  
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One of Australia's most endangered native bird species could soon receive a boost thanks to a new breeding program being 
trialled at the Adelaide Zoo. There are only a few dozen orange-bellied parrots left in the wild, with about 350 currently in captivity 
across the country. The Zoos SA trial will use newly installed enclosure lighting to try to bring on early mating, creating a greater 
chance of more eggs being laid throughout the year. Lights will be switched on for two hours before sunrise and two hours after 
sunset each day, mimicking summer daylight hours. "It's basically fooling the birds into thinking it's full summer and it's the best 
time to breed," senior bird keeper Charlie Romer said. "This has happened before with other species, but it's the first time it's been 
trialled with orange-bellied parrots. "We bred eight birds [last season] and if we could double that we'd be absolutely over the 
moon. "Every bird counts." Orange-bellied parrot numbers have been in rapid decline for decades due to the loss of breeding 
habitat in Tasmania, foxes and cats, and competition for food from introduced bird species. Small population sizes have also led to 
inbreeding, creating poor genetic make-up and making the species vulnerable to disease. Mr Romer said the orange-bellied parrot 
was notoriously feeble and difficult to breed — part of the reason they were now so endangered. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-07/adelaide-zoo-to-help-save-endangered-orange-bellied-parrots/8881522 

 

 
Threatened Species ignored by the Liberals 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Today is National Threatened Species Day, commemorating the anniversary of the death of the last thylacine in 1936. 
Unfortunately, the Liberals seem intent on repeating the mistakes that saw our most iconic species disappear from our island 81 
years ago. Today the Eastern Quoll, the Swift Parrot and the Tasmanian Devil may have the highest profiles, but there are 680 
species listed under the Threatened Species Protection Act as endangered or at risk. Urgent action is required to ensure the 
survival of many of these species, but Environment Minister Matthew Groom seems intent on ignoring their plight. Under Minister 
Groom, the government’s Threatened Species Unit has itself become a threatened species, with staff cut from 15 full-time 
equivalent staff to just 2.8 FTE. Their expert advice is routinely ignored by the Minister and, due to the massive funding cuts, their 
management plans for threatened species cannot be updated or implemented  The Eastern Quoll, for example, is still yet to be 
listed as endangered by the state, despite the Federal Government listing it in 2015. The Save the Devil program is reportedly so 
short of funding its steering committee has not met in at least two years. The Greens call on the Minister to reinstate funding to the 
Threatened Species Unit, and start treating Tasmania’s shrinking biodiversity as the serious issue it is. 

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/pr-article/threatened-species-ignored-by-the-liberals/ 

 

 
Baby Koala Says Hi on Threatened Species Day 
Yahoo! UK & Ireland, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

What a little cutie! To celebrate National Threatened Species Day on September 7, the Australian Reptile Park, north of Sydney, 
shared footage of their brand new baby koala, Mandie. The female koala joey was born into the park’s breeding program that 
aimed at saving endangered species. The Australian Koala Foundation estimates that there could be fewer than 100,000 koalas 
left in the wild. 

 

Read Item: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/baby-koala-says-hi-threatened-042638520.html 

 

 
Koalas at risk of being wiped out in Australia due to a hidden animal welfare crisis 
Perth Now, Other, 07/09/17,  

 

Australia is in the grip of a hidden animal welfare crisis that could see one of our most cherished and famous creatures wiped from 
existence. While issues like cruelty and puppy farming rightly dominate headlines, causing outrage and legislative change, animal 
welfare groups say tree-clearing is a far more serious problem that’s being ignored. A new report by RSPCA and WWF-Australia, 
released today, highlights the worsening impact of tree-clearing across the east coast of the country — and koalas are on the 
frontline. “The enormous extent of suffering and death caused makes tree-clearing the single greatest animal welfare crisis,” the 
report found. “Yet it is largely unmonitored and unstudied, and neglected in wildlife policy and law.” Tree-clearing rates due to 
urban sprawl, logging and development have more than tripled in recent years and Australia’s east coast now is one of 11 global 
deforestation hot spots. “Even if the animals escape the grinding bulldozers and crashing trees, native animals face deprivation or 
death, crowding into remaining habitats that are already full,” WWF-Australia boss Dermot O’Gorman said. “As they search for a 
new home they are often hit by vehicles, attacked by other animals or tangled in fences.” 
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Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/perthnow.com.au/2017/09/07/f6f84c77-3522-4d41-b03a-4f5882c35caf.html 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 07/09/17, Craig Allen, Today is Threatened Species Day. Citizen scientists are making valuable contributions 
around the country, including with the Canberra Nature Map  which people can contribute to using their smartphones. Parks and 
conservation rangers use the records to eradicate weeds and to sometimes discover new rare species. 

 
 

Southern Cross Tasmania, Southern Cross Nightly News, 07/09/17, Jo Palmer, The Trowunna Wildlife Sanctuary is reporting 
one of its best breeding seasons to date. Caretakers are working around the clock to restore Tasmania's most endangered 
species. 

 
 

Southern Cross ACT, Nine News Canberra, 07/09/17, Vanessa O’Hanlon, National Zoo and Aquarium visitors are learning how 
habitat loss, baiting and invasive species are putting native animals at risk as part of Threatened Species Day  The day was 
established to commemorate the loss of the Tasmanian tiger almost 80 years ago. Renee Osterloh, Operations Manager, National 
Zoo and Aquarium, says Australia has the worst mammal extinction rate in the world. There are potential sightings of Tas tigers in 
recent times but they are considered extinct. 

 
 

Channel 7, Seven News, 07/09/17, Mark Ferguson, There are plans to reintroduce Bilbies into the wild. 10 will be housed at the 
new 110-hectare breeding sanctuary in Dubbo before being reintroduced into the wild. Today on National Threatened Species 
Day, zoos and wildlife sanctuaries are honouring Australia's endangered animals and educating communities with the aim of 
saving more species. 

 
 

WIN Canberra, WIN News, 07/09/17, Geoff Phillips, Canberra Zoo hopes a special education trail will help visitors take a greater 
interest in protecting wildlife on National Threatened Species Day. Several resident species at the National Zoo are at risk. 
Australia has the worst extinction rate for native mammals in the world  but there is hope if conservation efforts start now. 

 
 

WIN Cairns, WIN News, 07/09/17, Paul Taylor, The RSPCA and WWF Australia has labelled tree clearing as an animal welfare 
crisis because it has detrimental effects on the most vulnerable wildlife, koala. Joint report released today shows forest dependent 
animal rescues have more than tripled to nearly 8,000 in five years. As part of National Threat and Species Day, report has 
outlined the detrimental effects of tree clearing on the wildlife. Scientists estimate bulldozing in Qld kills 34 million animals each 
year. 

 
 

Channel 9 Gold Coast, Gold Coast News, 07/09/17, Bruce Paige, The Gold Coast City Council has planned to make a special 
koala reserve, named after Borobi  the mascot of the Commonwealth Games, as a way to protect koalas whose homes were 
destroyed due to urban development. 

 
 

Channel 7 Gold Coast, Seven Local News, 07/09/17, Rod Young, Gold Coast City Council is working to create a special reserve 
at Coomera to save the local koala population, but, not everyone is impressed. To sustain a large koala population, around 1,500 
hectares is needed together with connectivity and habitat corridors that lead into a large conservation area. The Australian Koala 
Foundation does not believe there is any merit in the proposal, saying it is not in the best interest of koalas on the Gold Coast, 
pandering to the needs of industry. The Koala Management Plan will be tabled at council next week. 

 
 

ABC Sunshine Coast, Drive, 07/09/17, John Scott(*), Interview with Sylvia Wining(*), Chairperson, Wildlife Volunteers. Scott(*) 
says that today is National Threaten Species Day, a day where people are being reminded the importance of the flora and fauna 
species at risk of extinction. Wining(*) and Scott(*) talk about the animals and plants that needed to be taken care of during Natural 
Threaten Species Day. Wining(*) says that people can visit wilvol.org.au for more information. 

 
 

Channel 7, Seven News at 4pm, 07/09/17, Angie Asimus, Taronga Zoo has today launched a new program to save bilbies from 
extinction and even introduce them back to the wild. It is a joint program between the zoo and the University of NSW, which plans 
to develop a breeding sanctuary in Dubbo with 10 new bilbies and bring them back into the wild by 2019. The announcement 
comes on National Threatened Species Day and is part of a $41m project by the NSW Government for rewilding. 
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Channel 9, Nine Afternoon News, 07/09/17, Dougal Beatty, Live weather cross to Melbourne Zoo with Nine News 
Correspondent Livinia Nixon to commemorate National Threatened Species Day. The zoo is campaigning against the 
unsustainable production of palm oil and educating consumers about products that contain palm oil. Anyone can access the 
ZooperMarket website to purchase products containing 100% certified and sustainable palm oil. 

 
 

ABC Radio Perth, Drive, 07/09/17, Belinda Varischetti, Interview with Cathie Dewhurst, Volunteer Coordinator, Kaarakin Black 
Cockatoo Conservation Centre. Varischetti asks listeners if they know Australia is home to more than 500,000 animal and plants 
species. She notes many of them are not found anywhere else in the world. She says over the last 200 years or so, more than 100 
animal and plant species have disappeared. She says today is National Threatened Species Day. Dewhurst brought with her two 
dingo pups. She says they are from the Vic area in the high mountain regions. She says dingoes are hunting dogs, noting they are 
not best as home pets. She says dingoes need to have a lot of room. She says Threatened Species Day extends over the week. 

 

ABC Radio Sydney, Sydney, Drive, Richard Glover, Regular Segment: Inter City Express with Isabel Dayman, ABC Adelaide 
Reporter. Dayman reports Adelaide Zoo has announced a new breeding program to save an endangered parrot. She says the 
Orange Bellied Parrot is one of the countries most threatened species. 

 

 

ABC Far North, Cairns, Drive, Adam Stephen, Interview with Kerri Woodcock, Coordinator, Western Cape Turtle Threat 
Abatement Alliance. Stephen says September 7 is Threatened Species Day in Australia. He says even though the number of 
threatened species is growing, there are still some remarkable conservation projects underway in Far North Qld which is gaining 
attraction and having some success. He says Western Cape Turtle Threat Abatement Alliance is one of them, which is a 
partnership of land, sea owners and managers that work together to protect turtles along the western side of Cape York. 
Woodcock says One in a Thousand is a production made by the Western Cape Turtle Threat Abatement Alliance, noting they have 
been filming and producing for the past 18 months. She says one in a thousand is the generic number that they were told of 
hatchings that make it through to breading success. She says they have two screenings already organised, one Cooktown and in 
Cairns. 

 

 

ABC Radio Sydney, Afternoons, 07/09/17, James Valentine, Regular Segment: Blather with Jonathan Green, Blueprint for 
Living. Green says today is the anniversary of the day the last Tasmanian tiger died. Valentine says today is World Threatened 
Species day. He reports that a group of people have release news that they have captured sight of a Tasmanian tiger. He says the 
animal in the video could be any animal. He asks why the video is far and shaky. Green gives his views about the upcoming 
decision about the same sex marriage postal plebiscite. Valentine says society is shifting. He says he wants to list down everything 
that changed in the last 50 years. Green gives details about Australia during 1959 including Robert Menzies being the PM and 
William Slim being the Governor General. Valentine lists down some trivia, such as floating the dollar. Green says that in the past, 
married ladies cannot be in the public service  Valentine says people have a different perspective on the history of Australia. Green 
says the electric printing telegraph patent was first issued in 1843. Valentine mentions the creation of lounges for ladies. Green 
says that in 1997, Tasmania legalised homosexuality. Valentine says more change will be decided later.  

 

Radio National, The World Today, 07/09/17, Eleanor Hall, Report by Emmie Dowling, on saving the Mallee emu-wren The 
endangered Mallee emu wren, included in the National Threatened Species Strategy, can now only be found in Vic's northwest 
after a bush fire in SA destroyed their natural habitat. Anthony Woodbine, bird enthusiast/twitcher, likens a sighting in Hattah-
Kulyne and Wyperfeld National Parks to getting the Holy Grail. Dr Simon Watson, researcher at La Trobe University, worries that 
the upcoming bush fire season could extinguish the population, so scientist are cooperating with SA and Vic Governments, and 
Zoos SA to create a breeding program for the birds. Dr Liberty Olds, conservation manager at Zoos SA, says they'll be trying the 
risky program at Monarto Zoo south of Adelaide, but notes they are optimistic. Gregory Andrews, Threatened Species 
Commissioner, adds that the Federal Government has committed $210,000 to translocate the species population to where they 
can grow safely. 

 

 

ABC News, Mornings, 07/09/17, Joe O’Brien, Adelaide Zoo has announced a new breeding program to save an endangered 
parrot. The Orange Bellied Parrot is one of the countries most threatened species. 
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Daily Briefings include copyright material provided under licence and are strictly for internal client use only. 
Recipients of Daily Briefings must be covered by an appropriate Copyright Agency licence. Daily Briefings 
must not be provided to any third party by any means for any purpose, including sharing links to articles by 
email or social media. For more information contact copyright@isentia.com ©2017 Isentia Group Limited. 
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From: @theaustralian.com.au>
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 7:29 PM
To: BoM Media
Subject: Re: Independent review into Automatic Weather Stations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thanks,  

On 7 September 2017 at 19:28, BoM Media <Media@bom.gov.au> wrote: 
Hi 

Thanks for your email - as requested: 

http://media.bom.gov.au/releases/378/bureau-welcomes-findings-of-automatic-weather-station-review/ 

Regards 

National Media Team 
Bureau of Meteorology 

Sent from my iPhone 

On 7 Sep 2017, at 18:56, @theaustralian.com.au> wrote: 

Hi guys, 

I'm writing a story after the release of the independent review. It's made nine recommendations, 
and found two faulty MSI1 cards were installed at Goulburn and Thredbo. It also found: 

“Notwithstanding the soundness of the Bureau’s data quality control, there were clearly failures in 
some of the Bureau’s internal processes dating back to the mid-1990s that allowed equipment that 
was not fit for purpose to be installed at a small number of locations. Inadequate process, 
documentation and communication meant that some field officers were unaware of the different 
capabilities of similar pieces of equipment.” 

Does the Bureau have a statement, or is there something the Bureau would like to say in response 
to the report? I'd much, much rather include comment from the BOM.  

Thanks, 

-- 

Journalist 
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2 Holt Street Surry Hills NSW 2010  
  

@theaustralian.com.au W NewsCorpAustralia.com  

Proudly supporting 1 degree, A News Corp Australia initiative.  

  
  
 

M  
 

 
m  

  
  
m  

N    
 
This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended 
solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for 
delivery of the message to the addressee, you may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to 
anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its attachments and kindly notify the 
sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its attachments which does not relate to the official 
business of the sending company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any 
of its related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or 
other defect. 

 
 
 
 
--  

  
Journalist  
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This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended solely for the named 
addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee, 
you may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message 
and its attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its attachments which does 
not relate to the official business of the s nding company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or 
any of its related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or other defect. 
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 6:05 PM
To:
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: edited version AWS [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Review of the Bureau of Meterology Automatic Weather Station   070917.docx

Hi 

Here you go… 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

 
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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Attachment B 

Bureau welcomes findings of Automatic Weather Station review 

The Bureau of Meteorology has today released the findings of a Review into its Automatic Weather 
Station (AWS) network. 

The Review was conducted by a Panel made up of three internationally recognised independent 
experts and two senior officers from the Bureau. The Panel was commissioned to evaluate the 
integrity of the AWS network following equipment failures in Goulburn and Thredbo which caused 
the loss of some temperature data below minus 10.4 degrees.  

The Review's findings support the Bureau's initial investigations that outages at temperatures below 
minus 10.4 degrees at both locations were the result of equipment in those locations not being fit 
for purpose. There were outages at below minus 10.4 degrees on one day in Goulburn and on six 
days in Thredbo. 

The Review found that these outages had no impact on the official temperature record used for 
measuring long-term temperature change. 

The Review found that overall, the Bureau’s equipment, verification process, quality checks, and 
processes for finding and acting on equipment failure are sound. 

Notwithstanding, the Review found that there were failures in some of the Bureau's internal 
processes dating back to the mid-1990s.  Inadequate communication meant that hardware, 
unsuitable at very low temperatures, was inadvertently installed during repairs. 

CEO and Director of Meteorology, Dr Andrew Johnson welcomed the findings of the report. 

"I thank the Review Panel for this comprehensive and valuable report. The Bureau acknowledges its 
findings and will be implementing all of its recommendations to ensure the ongoing community 
confidence in our robust data quality control processes. 

"As soon as we became aware of the problem with some of our equipment, we took immediate 
action to rectify the situation. 

"The Bureau will be taking a highly precautionary approach in the future to ensure what happened in 
Thredbo and Goulburn doesn’t happen again.  We will make sure any location that has recorded 
below -5 degrees celsius in the past has equipment capable of recording down to -25 degrees.  

"This Review has demonstrated the Bureau's commitment to maintain the highest international 
standards of practice for meteorological services", Dr Johnson said. 

The full review can be viewed using the link below: 

• AWS Review
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 3:35 PM
To: Andrew Johnson; Anthony Rea; Rob Webb; Neil Plummer; Jennifer Gale
Cc: BoM Media; Mbx_BoMCoord
Subject: FW: Minister Frydenberg - Media Release - Release of review of the Bureau of 

Meteorology's Automatic Weather Stations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Minister Frydenberg - Media Release - Bureau of Meteorology Automatic Weather 

Stations.pdf

FYI… 

From: 
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 3:19 PM 
Subject: Minister Frydenberg - Media Release - Release of review of the Bureau of Meteorology's Automatic 
Weather Stations [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

THE HON JOSH FRYDENBERG MP 
Minister for the Environment and Energy 

MEDIA RELEASE 

7 September 2017 

RELEASE OF REVIEW OF THE BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY’S AUTOMATIC 
WEATHER STATIONS 

The Bureau of Meteorology’s review into Automatic Weather Stations has been completed. It was conducted 
with the assistance of three independent external experts. 

The review was commissioned after equipment at two locations, Thredbo and Goulburn, failed to record the 
temperature when it dropped below -10.4 degrees Celsius in July 2017. 

The review found that hardware was unsuitable at very low temperatures. It also found that Thredbo and 
Goulburn were the only locations affected. 

When the Bureau detected the unsuitable hardware, it was replaced as a matter of urgency and the situation was 
rectified. 

The Bureau will be implementing all of the review's nine recommendations to strengthen its observation 
network and data collection processes. 

This includes taking a highly precautionary approach and ensuring any location that has recorded below -5 
degrees Celsius in the past has equipment capable of recording down to -25 degrees Celsius. 
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Importantly, the review has confirmed that the data used to measure Australia’s climate record was not 
compromised in any way and that the network and quality of the data it collects is sound. 

There are 695 automatic weather stations in the Bureau’s network, collecting approximately 2.5 million 
temperature measurements each day. 

The Australian people have been well served by the Bureau and can continue to rely on the excellent services it 
provides. 

The review and its recommendations can be found here: 
www.bom.gov.au/inside/Review of Bureau of Meteorology Automatic Weather Stations.pdf 

Ends 

Media contact: Kane Silom – Office of the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP – 02 6277 7920 
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Thursday, 7 September 2017 12:31 PM
To:
Cc: Andrew Johnson; Jennifer Gale;  BoM Media
Subject: Bureau statement on ASW report [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: MS17-001187 Review of the Bureau of Meterology Automatic Weather 

Station....docx

Hi 

As discussed with , we’re keen for your thoughts on the Bureau putting an AWS review statement in our 
Newsroom that we can direct any requests for comment to (draft attached). 

Or would you prefer we direct any call for comment to the MO? 

Happy to discuss 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

 
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Wednesday, 6 September 2017 9:45 AM
To:
Cc: Andrew Johnson; Jennifer Gale; Rob Webb; Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer; BoM 

Media; Media DSEWPaC (Media@environment.gov.au); 
jo.evans@environment.gov.au; Johnson, Edwina 
(Edwina.Johnson@environment.gov.au)

Subject: AWS Review materials [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Draft ministerial release AWS report 060917  (FINAL).docx; Fast facts - AWS review 

(FINAL).docx; TALKING POINTS - Min Frydenberg - AWS review (FINAL).docx

Hi 

A draft media release, TPs and fast facts for the release of the AWS Review are attached. 

We are tidying up a few minor typos etc in the Report itself and will send you a revised final version later 
today. 

Please let us know if you need anything further and what your current thinking is around timing.  We'll 
have the final report ready to go live on our website. 

I'm available on my mobile 

Cheers 
Kath 
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From: Evans, Jo <Jo.Evans@environment.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 6 September 2017 8:24 AM
To: Katherine Philp; Johnson, Edwina
Cc:  Johnston, Chris; Andrew Johnson; BoM Media; 

 Jennifer Gale; Anthony Rea; Rob Webb; Neil Plummer
Subject: RE: AWS Review draft materials [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Jo Evans 
P: +61 2 6274 1366 | 

From: Katherine Philp [mailto:katherine.philp@bom.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 6 September 2017 8:23 AM 
To: Johnson, Edwina <Edwina.Johnson@environment.gov.au>; Evans, Jo <Jo.Evans@environment.gov.au> 
Cc: @environment.gov.au>; Johnston, Chris 
<Chris.Johnston@environment.gov.au>; Andrew Johnson <Andrew.Johnson@bom.gov.au>; BoM Media 
<Media@bom.gov.au>;  Jennifer Gale 
<Jennifer.Gale@bom.gov.au>; Anthony Rea <anthony.rea@bom.gov.au>; Rob Webb <Robert.Webb@bom.gov.au>; 
Neil Plummer <neil.plummer@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: AWS Review draft materials [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks very much Jo and Edwina 

Cheers 
Kath 

From: Johnson, Edwina <Edwina.Johnson@environment.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2017 8:09 AM 
To: Evans, Jo; Katherine Philp 
Cc:  Johnston, Chris; Andrew Johnson; BoM Media;  Jennifer Gale; Anthony 
Rea; Rob Webb; Neil Plummer 
Subject: RE: AWS Review draft materials [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

I’ll send this version to the Department’s media team now, and get it back to you asap Kath 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 2:43 PM
To: BoM Media; 
Subject: MR as cleared by DIR [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Draft ministerial release AWS report 050917.docx

Hi team 

I’ve made the changes Andrew asked for in the attached. We’ll send this to the department along with the TPs once 
they are cleared. 

We have a fair few meaty docs floating around at the moment.  Could you be sure to file all the final versions as they 
come through. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

 
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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TALKING POINTS – Review of Automatic Weather Stations 

• The Bureau has not set limits on the temperatures it can record.

• The Review of the Bureau's Automatic Weather Network, by a panel of independent,
internationally recognised experts together with senior Bureau staff, has been
completed.

• It has confirmed an issue with recording very cold temperatures in Goulburn and
Thredbo in July 2017 came down to some inappropriate equipment being
inadvertently installed in those locations.

• The Review confirmed the only locations where outages happened at very low
temperatures due to this issue were Goulburn and Thredbo.

o There were four other stations in cold weather locations where these cards
had been installed, however, none experienced outages due to this issue.

o It happened one time in Goulburn and on four days in Thredbo..

o All hardware has now been replaced.

• The Review has also noted that the Bureau's extensive network of automatic
weather stations, overall, is sound.

o The Bureau has almost 700 Automatic Weather Stations, 563 of which
measure surface air temperature. They take about 2.5 million surface air
temperature measurements every day.

o The Bureau operates a large and complex network of weather observation
equipment. The automatic weather station network operates at 99 per cent
reliability.

• The Review also shows that when outages or mechanical problems happen from
time to time, the data quality assurance systems at the Bureau are effective in
picking them up and treating the data appropriately.

o .

• The Bureau has acknowledged there was an issue with its processes in informing the
field staff responsible for maintenance of equipment of the limitations of this
hardware card.

• The Bureau has accepted all recommendations of the review to further improve its
observation network and data collection.
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• It is important to note Goulburn and Thredbo are not part of ACORN-SAT, the official
record for monitoring climate change.  The issue at those locations has had no direct
or indirect impact on ACORN-SAT.

Why do different parts of the Bureau's website sometimes display different temperatures? 

• The Bureau of Meteorology's observation network is large and complex and there
are around 2.5 million surface air temperature measurements taken every single
day.

• The Review Panel has found how the Bureau quality controls data and how it
displays on the website is complex and can lead to different numbers being
displayed on different parts of the website which can cause confusion.

• I'm advised currently some parts of the Bureau's website display data in real time
direct from the AWS. So, for example, on the rare occasion there is an incorrect
reading it will display that.

• In some other databases that the Bureau's forecasters can update manually that
then display on the website, numbers can only be entered in round figures, rather
than with the decimal point and they then get overwritten later with the full number
once it's verified.

• And for databases that are available through other parts of the Bureau's website –
particularly those which display data for climate monitoring – there are additional
quality checks in place to make sure data is accurate because that's part of our long
term record.

• The Review Panel has made recommendations to that the Bureau should simplify its
processes – and reduce confusion for end-users - that the Bureau will be
implementing.

What happened with temperature measurements in Goulburn? Why did the Bureau first 
say it was due to quality control processes rather than equipment failure? 

• A number of independent factors caused a number of different temperature values
to be published on the Bureau's website for Goulburn on 2 July 2017.

o The Bureau tweeted about the exceptionally low temperature of -10.4
degrees celsius at around 9.20am that morning.

• In non-alpine areas, the Bureau did have in place a trigger for manual review of
temperatures below -10 degrees celsius before it goes into the Bureau's climate
database.

o This is not a limit on recording temperatures but a precaution against issues
such as equipment malfunction.
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• This was initially thought to be the reason for the different figures appearing, and
Bureau staff had already started the processes to reinstate the -10.4 degree celsius
figure prior to media or public enquiries

• After subsequent investigation it emerged the root cause was the type of hardware
card, put in as a replacement after the weather station was damaged,could not
record temperatures below -10.4 degrees celsius.

• Because there was an outage of nine minutes, it meant the temperature reading
needed additional verification.

What happened in Thredbo? 

• Due to the number of lengthy outages experienced on 16 July 2017, the true
minimum temperature for the day cannot be conclusively determined.

• The minimum temperature at a neighbouring site with similar climatology in Perisher
Valley recorded a value of -12.1 degrees celsius on that day.

Who were the external experts involved in the panel? 

External experts were: 

• Dr Mark Ballico, who led the Australian National Measurement Institute
Temperature Standards group for 20 years

• Mr Bruce Hartley, an engineer with senior experience in data acquisition systems
from the New Zealand Met Service

• Dr Rod White from New Zealand's Measurement Standards Laboratory – one of the
world's most highly regarded temperature measurement experts.

Why does the Bureau continue to adjust or 'homogenise' data? 

• The Bureau’s methods and reason for adjusting temperature records are entirely
open, and have been subject to numerous independent reviews.

o The Technical Advisory Forum established to advise the Bureau on its long-
term temperature data set has consistently noted the importance of adjusting
data through the process of homogenisation to maintain a meaningful and
consistent set of temperature records over time, and noted the data set is well-
maintained.

• The Bureau does this to remove artificial biases, such as the impact of a weather
station moving from one location to another.

• I am advised the current trend in Australia's temperatures is evident in both adjusted
and unadjusted temperature data, and is similar to the global warming trends
published by many other agencies.
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Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 
  
Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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From: Anthony Rea
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 12:20 PM
To:  Katherine Philp; Neil Plummer
Cc:  BoM Media
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: TALKING POINTS - Min Frydenberg - measurement of cold 

temperatures [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: TALKING POINTS - Min Frydenberg - measurement of cold temperatures_AGR.docx

Hi  

Please see attached. 

Anthony 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 11:27 AM 
To: Katherine Philp; Anthony Rea; Neil Plummer 
Cc:  BoM Media 
Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: TALKING POINTS - Min Frydenberg - measurement of cold temperatures 
Importance: High 

Hi Kath, Anthony Neil 

Please find attached TPs for Min Frydenberg re the AWS review for review/comment/clearance asap today. 

Thanks 

 | National Media Manager 

Public Affairs | Government Relations and Corporate Communication 
Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 6, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

 

Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for 
attribution. 
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Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

  
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 
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purpose. There are many assertions/questions so 
there's quite a bit of info there. 

In addition to the attached, these high level points 
might be useful if the recent AWS issues are 
discussed: 

 The Bureau has not set limits on the
temperatures it can record. 

 The issue in Goulburn and Thredbo
came down to some inappropriate 
equipment in those locations. 

 The type of hardware card, put in as a
replacement after those weather stations 
were damaged, could not record 
temperatures below -10.4C. 

 Goulburn and Thredbo are the only
locations where this has happened.  It 
happened one time in Goulburn and on 
four days in Thredbo. 

 As soon as this problem became
apparent, the Bureau replaced the 
hardware as a matter of urgency. 

 Goulburn and Thredbo are not part of
ACORN-SAT, the official record for 
monitoring climate change.  The issue at 
those locations has had no direct or 
indirect impact on ACORN-SAT. 

 The recent review has provided
assurance that the Bureau's AWS 
network is sound. 

 It also shows that when outages or
mechanical problems happen from time-
to-time, the data quality assurance 
systems at the Bureau are effective in 
picking them up and treating the data 
appropriately. 

Hope this is helpful 
Kath 

<  claims in letter.docx> 
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Hi  

As requested, our initial responses to claims in the letter from  to  are 
attached.  Note, we have not yet received this as corro and the attached isn't intended for that 
purpose. There are many assertions/questions so there's quite a bit of info there. 

In addition to the attached, these high level points might be useful if the recent AWS issues 
are discussed: 

 The Bureau has not set limits on the temperatures it can record.
 The issue in Goulburn and Thredbo came down to some inappropriate equipment in

those locations. 
 The type of hardware card, put in as a replacement after those weather stations

were damaged, could not record temperatures below -10.4C. 
 Goulburn and Thredbo are the only locations where this has happened.  It happened

one time in Goulburn and on four days in Thredbo. 
 As soon as this problem became apparent, the Bureau replaced the hardware as a

matter of urgency. 
 Goulburn and Thredbo are not part of ACORN-SAT, the official record for

monitoring climate change.  The issue at those locations has had no direct or indirect 
impact on ACORN-SAT. 

 The recent review has provided assurance that the Bureau's AWS network is sound.
 It also shows that when outages or mechanical problems happen from time-to-time,

the data quality assurance systems at the Bureau are effective in picking them up and 
treating the data appropriately. 

Hope this is helpful 
Kath 

<  claims in letter.docx> 
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