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There is mounting evidence that the coldest minima measured by the Bureau’s weather stations have 

not been entered into ADAM (Australian Data Archive for Meteorology). This is because of limits placed 

on the recording of temperatures below minus 10 degrees Celsius.  

The Bureau has not prevented the coldest minimum temperatures from being entered into the 

national data base. There are standard quality control measures applied to extreme temperatures to 

verify that they are real, and not the result of an error in the observing system (such as may be due to 

instrumental error or errors in the transmission of the data to the Bureau). This process is analogously 

applied to rainfall and other meteorological observations, since experience has shown that extreme 

values should be subject to verification.  

This is additional to the Bureau closing stations in cold locations, for example Charlotte Pass – while 

opening new stations in hot places.  

The Bureau’s method for analysing Australian temperature trends accounts for changes in the 

observing network over time. The network changes for a range of reasons. For example, during the 

early period of record, observations expanded with the settlement of the continent. More recently, 

changing infrastructure requirements has led to a shift in the siting of some instruments. The process 

of accounting for these changes has been independently reviewed by a panel of international experts 

and through the recent Technical Advisory Forum. The Bureau has an FAQ on this topic — FAQ #12 @ 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/#tabs=FAQs 

Then there is the issue of how temperatures (above 10 degrees Celsius) are being recorded. Recent 

inquiries to the Bureau – consistent with observations of what is measured and then recorded by 

weather stations including at Thredbo, Goulburn and Borrona Downs – confirm that the reported 

minimum temperature is the coldest for the one-second reading. Because modern electronic probes 

react more quickly to second by second temperature changes this would make measurements from the 

automatic weather stations spread across the Australian continent since the 1990s, inconsistent with 

previous measurements.  

A faster response time in modern AWSs compared with a mercury or alcohol-in-glass thermometers 

has the potential to increase the range between maximum and minimum temperatures, known as the 

diurnal temperature range. This is one of the issues that is looked at when assessing the veracity of 

temperature trends both here, and overseas. In Australia, the ACORN-SAT analyses investigated 

whether there is a widening of the diurnal temperature range due to the introduction of AWSs, when 

compared with the earlier manual gauges, and found no evidence of any significant difference 

between the two.  This result is published in the ACORN-SAT technical paper. 
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http://cawcr.gov.au/technical-reports/CTR_049.pdf 

It should be noted that the AWSs where were not introduced to the network at a single point in time 

everywhere, which assists with this assessment.  

It should also be noted that the sensors within an AWS do not respond to second-by-second changes 

in temperatures in the surrounding environment.  The sensors have a response time-function built in, 

which smooths their output, and the sensors are housed within a louvered Stevenson Screen (as were 

the manual thermometers) which provides an integration time for temperatures that is much longer 

than a second, and is similar to the response time for a mercury-in-glass thermometer. This is related 

to the exchange of air with the surrounding environment.  

The documented Bureau policy is for these readings to be averaged over a 10-minute period to provide 

compatibility with measurements from liquid-in-glass thermometers.  

This is not the case. The Bureau does not have such a policy in place. 

Further, the Bureau is remodelling minimum temperatures in the creation of its new homogenised 

ACORN-SAT dataset. For example, cooling in temperature minima at both Rutherglen and Deniliquin 

associated with the development of irrigation has been remodelled to show a warming trend. The 

Bureau does not deny this remodelling, simply justifying it on the basis that this land-use change 

constitutes a ‘non-climatic’ factor and therefore ‘a homogenisation process is justified’. I have written 

about this in the past, and corresponded extensively with the Bureau on the same.  

The Bureau’s methods for adjusting temperature records are entirely open, and have been subject to 

numerous independent reviews. Temperature trends over Australia are not dependent on 

temperature adjustments.  

The Bureau has provided a detailed breakdown of adjustments at Rutherglen and Deniliquin, and 

these can be found online: 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/documents/station-adjustment-summary-

Rutherglen.pdf 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/documents/station-adjustment-summary-

Deniliquin.pdf 
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http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/#tabs=FAQs 

It should also be noted that the Bureau does not explicitly adjust for temperature changes due to 

irrigation or land-use changes. In fact, the Bureau has detected, and noted, a likely cooling influence 

from irrigation at two sites, Mildura and Griffith, and has not adjusted for this influence.  From the 

ACORN-SAT site catalogue: 

There was rapid development of irrigated agriculture in the Mildura region in the period between the 
two World Wars, and this appears to be associated with an anomalous cooling trend in maximum 
temperature at Mildura over this period (amounting to 0.3–0.4°C over 30 years). The non-ACORN-SAT 
site of Griffith, which has a similar history of irrigation development, shows a  
similar trend. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/documents/ACORN-SAT-Station-Catalogue-2012-

WEB.pdf 
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ISSUES AND QUESTIONS 

To be clear, the actual measured value of minus 10.4 was ‘automatically adjusted’ so that it recorded as 

minus 10.0 in the key ADAM dataset.  

After three-days, and specifically following an outcry from weather enthusiasts across the nation, the 

value of -10.4 was reinstated.  

The temperature was not automatically adjusted, as described in the AWS review report. 

Q1. When exactly was the limit of -10.0 degree Celsius set for Goulburn?  

No -10.0 degrees C limit has been set for Goulburn. -10 degrees C is an automated trigger for flagging 

values that require further manual verification at sub-alpine sites (sites below 1000m).  

Q2. How was it determined that temperatures at Goulburn should not exceed a minimum of -10.0? 

See above.  

Q3. How many other weather stations have limits currently placed on the recording of minimum 

temperatures?  

There are no weather stations that have a limit on their minimum temperatures as per described the 

above. There was a hardware issue identified at some locations which prevented the transmission of 

temperatures below -10.4 degrees C, and this has been rectified at all locations where the occurrence 

of such temperatures is likelypossible.  The hardware issue has affected a very small amount of data, 

and has not biased the veracity of the ACORN-SAT network  of climate reference sites. 

Q4. Could the Bureau advise whether or not the actual measured temperatures have been stored for 

the weather stations where limits were set (e.g. Goulburn)?  

There have been no limits placed on the recording of actual temperatures below -10 degrees C.  

It should be noted that all minute data (temperature recordings for each minute of the day) are stored 

within the ADAM database.  

Q5. Could the Bureau make publicly available the stored values, which were not entered into the 

Australia Data Archive for Meteorology (ADAM) for all weather station for which limits have been in 
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See above. The ADAM data base is extensive. While and the Bureau provides a great deal of data free 

to the general public via its Climate Data Online portal. HoweverFurthermore, all data in ADAM are 

available to the public, subject to cost recovery, and this data is accessed and used by researchers or 

commercially under appropriate terms.   

--- 

While the Bureau has been placing absurd limits on how cold a temperature can now be recorded at 

Goulburn and other locations, it has not undertaken basic quality assurance of temperature data as 

recorded at this, and other, weather stations. For example, there are a series of zero values recorded 

through December 1990 in the ADAM dataset as minimum temperatures for Goulburn airport.  

This question provides a basic premise for the existence of the ACORN-SAT analyses. That is, the 

Bureau undertakes a careful process of quality control and analysis at for data from over 100 climate 

reference stations to ensure that the characteriszation of temperature variability and change over 

time accurately reflects the real world.  Goulburn is not an ACORN-SAT location. 

From the ACORN-SAT website: 

Among the hundreds of thousands of climate observations recorded in the Bureau’s database each day, 
it is unavoidable that some records contain errors. This can be due to automated equipment faults, 
human error in manual observations and a range of other glitches. 

The Bureau maintains a layered approach to correcting data errors. Each day, automated and semi-
automated quality control systems identify observational errors using methods such as comparison with 
data from nearby sites. 

An extensive audit trail of data and metadata keeps track of corrections that may need to be applied. 
The data from each ACORN-SAT observing location is subject to ten different quality control checks. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/change/acorn-sat/#tabs=ACORN%E2%80%90SAT 

Q.6. When will the Bureau replace the erroneous zero minimum temperature values for December 

1990 with blanks for Goulburn airport in the ADAM dataset?  

Goulburn is not an ACORN-SAT location, so is not a priority site for such data quality assessments. 

From time to time, the Bureau does retrospectively assess and control data quality at non-ACORN-SAT 

locations, and especially where this is important for downstream analysis, such as the AWAP gridded 

temperature analysis. The suggested issues at Goulburn here have not been specifically assessed.  

Q7. When will the Bureau fix the nearly 1,000 days where temperature minima are hotter than maxima 
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in its homogenised dataset, with this issue first highlighted in December 2010?  

The Bureau is aware of the issue of a very small fraction of data where an unphysical negative diurnal 

temperature range is recorded in the database. These may be due to a number of known causes and 

have been controlled for in the next version of ACORN-SAT, that which is due for release in the next 

six months.  

Q8. Why was it only acknowledged that there was a problem with the weather station at Borrona 

Downs on 28 August 2017, when clearly it had been providing spurious recording for an entire month?  

Q9. What criteria were used to calculate the daily minimum temperatures for Boronna Downs for the 

period 29 July until 28 August 2017?  

We see no particular issues beyond the routine management of the AWS network at Borrona Downs. 

The Borrona Downs AWS (46136) was installed on the 2nd June 2017 as part of the New South Wales 

Drought Relief Resilence Project. The Station subsequently experienced technical issues resulting in 

data spiking. Technicians are investigating faults at this location as part of routine activities. The 

erroneous data spikes are being handled in a standard manner by the Bureau’s Quality Management 

Systems.   Quality controlled observational data values are published on Climate Data Online. 

Q10. Can the Bureau please confirm that the lowest one second reading at an automatic weather 

station for that 24-hour period is the minimum recorded in ADAM for that day?  

Correct. The minimum temperature for the 24-hour period is the coldest second from the last second 

of every minute, recorded by the AWS. 

Q11. On what advice did the Bureau adopt one-second readings, disregarding World Meteorological 

Organisation best practice of integrating readings over longer time periods?  

The Bureau adopted the methodology of using the final second of the minute — for minute recordings 

— following a range of technical considerations relating to things such as metrology (the set-up of the 

temperature sensor) and the engineering required to transmit the data via telemetry. WMO 

guidelines are not regulations, and are themselves the result of multiple considerations, that often 

apply to mMeteorological aAgencies with varying degrees of technical capability worldwide. In this 

way, the Bureau has not disregarded ‘best practice’, and the premise in the question is not supported.  

The most important factor in the method used is that it is consistently applied over time, and this is 

the case for the Bureau’s methods. As described previously, past assessments as part of ACORN-SAT 

have shown no evidence that the method of deriving the minute data has biased the temperature 
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record.  

Q12. Can the Bureau confirm that measurements from automatic weather stations as currently 

recorded in ADAM, are not comparable with measurements as previously recorded from liquid-in-glass 

thermometers.  

The Bureau does not confirm this statement, as described above.  

Q13. What criteria does the Bureau use for opening new weather stations (e.g. Borrona Downs) and for 

closing existing weather stations (e.g. Charlotte Pass)?  

The Bureau’s current network of observing sites is in approximately a steady state. The main way to 

expand the network is through external funding, and this is typically provided by other agencies or 

state governments for various purposes, as well as some commercial operators.  

For example, Borrona Downs was installed as part of a network of weather stations and rain gauges 

under the New South Wales Government- funded Drought Resilience Project.  (was this funded by the 

RAAA?) 

Apart from expansion of the network, many sites will close or shift due to other considerations. 

Changing infrastructure is a large driver of site relocations, as new buildings, roads or runways are 

built over existing observing sites. For example, the Sydney site at Observatory Hill will soon be 

relocated due to the expansion of a school.  

Charlotte’s Pass was a manual observing station that closed in March 2015, after long-standing 

difficulties in issues recruiting a suitable cooperative observer and lack of available personnel staff in 

the village year-round to take the observations.   

Q14. What criteria is used to determine whether, or not, a weather station becomes part of ACORN-

SAT?  

The ACORN-SAT sites are chosen to maximize the length of the record in time, and the coverage of the 

network across the continent. This is described on the ACORN-SAT supporting methods papers and 

website.  

It should be noted that the Bureau maintains a whole-of-network gridded and unadjusted 

temperature analyses as well as ACORN-SAT. Comparison between the two data sets shows similar 

rates of warming across Australia since the 1950s, the period of most significant temperature 

increases.  
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ACORN-SAT methods have been through multiple independent peer reviews.  
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Monday, 4 September 2017 4:41 PM
To: Anthony Rea; Andrew Johnson; Neil Plummer; 
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: updated master for AWS Report [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Final Report with edits_master_clean_20170904.docx

Hi all 

I’ve made two changes to the AWS report: 

1. On page9,  I corrected the timing of the ACORN-SAT TAF final report.
2. On page 25, I fixed the glitch to make sense of the par about expanding the ADAM ranges on 12 July.

Unless there are any concerns, please treat the attached copy as the new master. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

 
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 

The attachment to document 105 is  a copy of the AWS report and available at: https://apo.org.au/
sites/default/files/resource-files/2017/09/apo-nid106276-1172126.pdf

47F47E(d)
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>> Are you able to either provide information on, or point me to a link where I can find how much snowfall
has Perisher, Thredbo, Charlotte Pass, Mt Buller, Mt Hotham and Falls Creek have experienced so far?
What area of Australia has received the most snow, and how much?

Mount Hotham has a great snow graph site – scroll to the bottom to see the comparison with lots of years: 
http://www.mthotham.com.au/all-about-hotham/snow-weather/snow-charts/  
You can also get snow depth for the NSW peaks at http://www.snowyhydro.com.au/our-
energy/water/inflows/snow-depths-calculator/  

Cheers,  

 | 

Bureau of Meteorology 
GPO Box 1289 Melbourne VIC 3001 
Level 10, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

 
www.bom.gov.au

From:  On Behalf Of BoM Media 
Sent: Monday, 4 September 2017 10:39 AM 
To: SRCM; CWD Climate_Prediction_Unit_Supervisor_SRCP 
Cc: BoM Media 
Subject: FW: Spring skiing story [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

47E(c)
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Hi guys – is there anyone that could tackle some written responses to highlighted questions below? I'd say if we 
could get something by 3pm that would be ideal Cheers,   

From: @news.com.au] 
Sent: Monday, 4 September 2017 10:34 AM 
To: BoM Media 
Subject: Re: Spring skiing story 

Sorry, one more question. An ABC report on Friday stated Australia had experienced its hottest winter on 
record this year, however the BOM outlook report said it was the fifth-warmest on record. Are you able to 
clarify? 

Thanks 

On 4 September 2017 at 10:28, @news.com.au> wrote: 
Hi there, 

My name is  and I'm a reporter with News Corp. I'm writing a story for online about 
spring skiing following the incredible snowfall Australia has experienced over this season. I was hoping 
someone might be able to provide a few responses to my questions. 

According to this Weatherzone report, eight of the last nine weeks have seen an overall snow gain in the 
alps. What conditions have contributed to this phenomenon? 

How far into spring are these ideal snow conditions likely to continue? 

We're currently experiencing our hottest winter on record, yet Australia's snowfall has been so impressive 
that some ski resorts have announced they will be extending their ski season in early October. How does this 
discrepancy work, and how unusual is it?   

Are you able to either provide information on, or point me to a link where I can find how much snowfall has 
Perisher, Thredbo, Charlotte Pass, Mt Buller, Mt Hotham and Falls Creek have experienced so far? What 
area of Australia has received the most snow, and how much?  

Thank you. If you could please provide answers as soon as possible, that would be much appreciated. 

Kind Regards, 

--  

 
Digital Reporter 

  
  
 

M  
 

 
m  

  
  
m  

N  

2 Holt Street Surry Hills NSW 2010  
GPO Box 4245, Sydney,NSW 2001 

  
@news.com.au W NewsCorpAustralia.com 

Proudly supporting 1 degree, A News Corp Australia initiative. 

  
  
 

M  
 

 
m  

  
  
m  

N   
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This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is intended solely for the named 
addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message or responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee, you 
may not copy or deliver this message or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its 
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its attachments which does not relate to 
the official business of the sending company must be taken not to have been sent or endorsed by that company or any of its 
related entities. No warranty is made that the e-mail or attachments are free from computer virus or other defect. 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Friday, 25 August 2017 12:39 PM
To: Mbx_BoMCoord
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: cleared statement to attach to MS17-001187 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Draft public statment welcoming AWS report (Final).docx

Hi team 

Here’s the cleared statement to go up with the brief. 

Cheers 
Kath 

Katherine Philp | General Manager, Government Relations and Corporate Communication 

Bureau of Meteorology 
Treasury Building  
B Block Levels 1 & 2  
Parkes Place West, Parkes ACT 2600 

 
katherine.philp@bom.gov.au | www.bom.gov.au 

47F47E(d)
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record,” he said. “I categorically reject this implication.” Dr Johnson said it was identified that hardware at Thredbo and Goulburn 
was not fit-for-purpose, with outages occurring at temperatures below –10 degrees Celsius. He said the hardware was replaced as 
a matter of urgency, and a review had been established to ensure the matter was understood and resolved thoroughly. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/563/news/weather-bureau-unsettled-over-data-claims 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Energy 
 
 
 

Energy retailers yet to agree 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 08/08/17, Mark Ludlow, page 4 

 

Energy retailers were scrambling to find common ground on moves to help protect vulnerable customers from high electricity prices 
ahead of Wednesday's meeting with Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull in Canberra. With federal Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg 
warning retailers they would be hit with more regulation unless they showed what they were doing to help customers, the seven 
retailers have been in negotiations about a common position. But they believe the biggest hurdle to lower retail prices is a lack of 
consistent energy policies from state and federal governments, including the lack of action on a Clean Energy Target - the key 
recommendation from the Finkel energy review. The three main areas of discussion included ensuring no vulnerable customer 
ended up on the most expensive tariff, a code of conduct for a price comparison website and ensuring customers who finished 
their contract were placed on a comparable market rate. But there has not been agreement on a single position to take into the 
meeting with Mr Turnbull, Mr Frydenberg and Treasurer Scott Morrison. Australian Energy Council chief executive Matthew 
Warren, who will attend as an industry representative, said most retailers had policies dealing with vulnerable customers. "It's quite 
clear high energy prices are a concern for governments, but energy prices aren't high because of retail practices," Mr Warren said. 
"We are always open to discussing with government how we can improve what we do and how we can work together to make 
things work better for Australian customers. We are going to be giving the government lots of information, but everything is so 
complex. It's not an easy fix." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nc950384584 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
PM's power play on electricity 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/08/17, Annabel Hennessy, page 2 

 

Money-hungry energy companies could be forced to switch customers to cheaper contracts under a new plan being considered by 
the federal government. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has summoned the country's biggest electricity retailers to meet him in 
Canberra tomorrow, when he will confront them about soaring prices. It comes after The Daily Telegraph's electricity campaign 
revealed thousands of NSW homes were at risk of disconnection while retailers are making huge profits. The retail price for 
electricity in NSW is now among the highest in the world, with the average home paying 39.1c per kilowatt compared to just 31.43c 
in Great Britain and 15.75c in the US. Federal Energy Minister Josh Mr Frydenberg. Frydenberg said he wanted retailers to move 
households from the higher standing offers to cheaper market deals. "The Australian Energy Regulator has found that Australian 
households could save $1000 or more by moving from a standing offer to a market offer. Nearly half of the Australian households 
have not switched retailer or contracts in the last five years," Mr Frydenberg said. "So we need more transparency, more consumer 
awareness and we need the retailers themselves to facilitate the movement of their customers." Standing offers are deals that 
cannot change more than once every six months and do not come with discounts. Market offers can change at any time but tend to 
be cheaper and include discounts. Mr Frydenberg said the purpose of the meeting was to "eyeball" the electricity retailers, but if 
they found the retailers weren't doing enough to help vulnerable households they would explore regulatory options. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nc950384586 

Also displayed in the Courier Mail, Adelaide Advertiser and on the Daily Telegraph Australia, Brisbane Courier-Mail, Herald 
Sun and Adelaide Now websites 

 

 
Give me your tired, your poor 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Peter Boyer, page 14 
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What is civilisation? What does it mean to be civilised? That thought came to mind after watching video of yet another heated 
exchange in Washington last week. In the White House video, Donald Trump adviser Stephen Miller defended Trump's notion that 
all prospective immigrants must understand English, disputing a reporter's claim that it was against the spirit of lines inscribed at 
the base of the Statue of Liberty. I'm sure you've heard them: "Give me your tired, your poor, / Your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, / The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. / Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, / I lift my lamp beside 
the golden door!" The words are the ending to a sonnet about the statue written in 1883 by a Jewish New Yorker, Emma Lazarus, 
to help raise money to install it. I know them well because an immigrant named Irving Berlin set them to music, and as a child I 
often heard them in our home, on a vinyl record. […]  Led by great Australian oceanographer Trevor McDougall, the academy 
review team is a roll-call of living legends of Australian climate research: Julie Arblaster, Helen Cleugh, David Griggs, Rod Keenan, 
Neville Nicholls and Graeme Pearman. The 18-month review involved consultation with climate scientists and all relevant agencies 
and research bodies. Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg said that he valued that effort, but suggested that what we have is 
enough. He will have to do better than that. The review is thoroughly expert, objective, measured and exhaustive, and trying to 
improve on it, or reshaping its findings to suit a political agenda, would be a waste of time. We need government to accept what it 
is being told and start filling the gaps. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nc950384592 

 

 
How to fight high power prices - make your own 
Adelaide Advertiser, Edition Changes - 2nd Edition, 08/08/17, Daniel Wills, page 4 

 

Escaping the electricity grid by pairing solar panels and new battery technology is the best way for SA households to escape the 
world's most expensive power prices, a top expert says. Carbon and Energy Markets director Bruce Mountain revealed in June that 
he was working on a study that found SA was passing Denmark as the most expensive place in the world to keep the lights on. He 
has now published the results, which conclude SA's prices are three times that recorded in the US and about 50 per cent higher 
than the UK. The calculations have been challenged by Treasurer Koutsantonis, who says Mr Mountain has used old data for his 
comparisons to Europe and used "fundamentally flawed" assumptions. Mr Mountain told The Advertiser that SA's prices were 
caused by a combination of avoidable problems, particularly the costs of creating energy, and delivering it to households. He said a 
"tipping point" was arriving where it was becoming cheaper for most people to take charge of their own electricity at home and 
move way from the shared grid. "It is already cheaper for households with a north-facing roof to meet their own supply with a 
combination of battery and solar, and those costs are continuing to decline," Mr Mountain said. "The irony is that there will be 
better (price) outcomes, but not from the system as we know it. "There will probably be a big shift from central (electricity access), 
to local. "It's a no-brainer for someone who has an east, west or north-facing roof to put as much solar on as they can." 
[…]  Federal Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg told The Advertiser he wanted retailers to move households from the higher 
standing offers to cheaper market deals.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nc950384594 

 

 
Let's switch price power to consumers 
Adelaide Advertiser, Editorials, 08/08/17, page 16 

 

In the early days after ETSA's privatisation, electricity price wars were predicted to drive down prices and usher in better deals for 
householders. Optimistic comparisons were made to the mobile phone market, in which competitive pressures helped bring about 
cheaper, simpler plans. But the national electricity market has failed dismally to mirror the telco experience in this regard. Instead, 
prices have reached crippling levels for many householders and businesses across the country. The national market, which 
connects the eastern states and South Australia, has not adjusted to the surge in renewable energy generation and its 
complexities. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has summoned the nation's biggest electricity retailers to Canberra tomorrow in the 
latest bid to tackle high prices. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says retailers themselves should move customers from expensive 
standing electricity contracts to more attractive market offers. State Labor Energy Minister Tom Koutsantonis have previously 
urged consumers to shop around for cheaper offers. The Turnbull government also is looking at standardised discounts after 
concerns deals were too confusing for many customers to understand or assess. It is high time governments acted to make the 
system less complicated and expensive for consumers. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nc950384596 
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New coal plant may be Coalition price for clean energy target 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/08/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

There is increased speculation that the Coalition government is prepared to spend taxpayers money on a new 
clean/cleaner/cleanish/not-quite-so-dirty coal plant in an effort to get conservative support for a clean energy target and even to 
appease potential One Nation voters. The construction of new coal fired generator – be it in the Latrobe valley or the preferred 
location of north Queensland – makes no economic sense whatsoever, despite the insistence by conservatives and the Murdoch 
media that it will “produce jobs” and lower energy prices. But The Australian reported on Monday that prime minister Malcolm 
Turnbull and energy minister Josh Frydenberg are considering offering a government-funded coal plant as the ransom to pay to get 
a clean energy target approved by conservative factions led by former PM Tony Abbott and Craig Kelly. The proposal, the paper 
says, will be put to the party room later this month, presuming it hasn’t already torn itself apart over the issue of same-sex 
marriage. The energy industry has already ridiculed the idea of a new coal-fired generator, many times over, including the big three 
energy retailers, the main coal generation lobby, and most energy analysts.  

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/new-coal-plant-may-coalition-price-clean-energy-target-87576/ 

 
 

Minister Frydenberg – Other Coverage 

 
 

 

Radio National, The World Today, 07/08/17, Eleanor Hall, Pre-recorded interview with John Hewson, Former Liberal Party 
Leader/ANU. Hewson says some of those advocating for a free vote on same-sex marriage are deliberately trying to undermine 
the PM, Malcolm Turnbull. He hopes an emergency partyroom meeting on the issue will finally put it to rest, and he has been 
dismayed at the disunity and disloyalty within the Party. He adds most people are more worried about electricity prices and job 
security, rather than marriage equality. He says the challenge for Turnbull is to emerge from the meeting with a clear pathway 
forward that everyone feels comfortable with. He adds Tony Abbott will most likely stand firm on the need for a plebiscite. Dean 
Smith, Liberal Senator, has said his private member's Bill should not be seen as a vote on the PM's leadership, but Hewson says it 
is inevitable that some people will see it that way. He adds that Turnbull will lead the Party at the next election but it will eventually 
transition to the next echelon, including Josh Frydenberg, Christian Porter, et al. 

 

 

ABC News, ABC News with Ros Childs, 07/08/17, Ros Childs, Liberal MPs are back ahead of a party room stoush over 
legalising same sex marriage. Tensions flared amid public calls from some to dump the plebiscite policy in favour of a free vote in 
Parliament. Some MPs argue the campaign for change comes down to a single step. Sen Dean Smith calls the plebiscite a 'D 
grade' response to a defining 'A grade' social issue. Smith believes his private member's bill strikes a balance about marriage while 
enshrining religious protections. The plebiscite has been blocked. If the plebiscite is endorsed or morphs into a postal vote there is 
still an option for rebel MPs to cross the floor and vote. Labor gets to sit back and watch the feud. 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Louisa Rebgetz, Federal Liberal MPs have voted to stick with the government's policy on same-sex 
marriage. Only 7 out of 83 members have voted to change the policy. The Parliament will be asked again to approve a plebiscite. 
Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a 
constructive and productive discussion. 

 
 
 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Juanita Phillips, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on same sex 
marriage. Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, meaning Parliament will again be asked to approve a plebiscite. 
Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a 
constructive and productive discussion. 

 
 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Ian Henderson, Federal Liberal MPs have voted to stick with the government's policy on same-sex 
marriage. Only 7 out of 83 members have voted to change the policy. The Parliament will be asked again to approve a plebiscite. 
Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a 
constructive and productive discussion. 
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ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Emma Rebellato, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on same sex 
marriage. Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, meaning Parliament will again be asked to approve a plebiscite. 
Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a 
constructive and productive discussion. Mathias Cormann, Federal Finance Minister says they will go back before the Senate this 
week.  

 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Eleni Roussos, Federal Liberal MPs have voted to stick with the Government's policy on same-sex 
marriage and only seven members wanted to change it. This will see the Parliament being asked again to approve a plebiscite, as 
the Coalition will move to a postal plebiscite if its initial policy is blocked again. Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal 
Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a constructive and productive discussion. Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull will continue to be frustrated over the matter until there is a free vote in Parliament, as well as a Coalition 
member threatening to cross the floor. 

 
 

 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Craig Allen, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on same sex 
marriage. Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, meaning parliament will again be asked to approve a plebiscite. 
Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a 
constructive and productive discussion. 

 
 
 

ABC, ABC News, 07/08/17, Peter Gee, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on same sex marriage. 
Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, meaning parliament will again be asked to approve a plebiscite. Prior to the 
meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would be a constructive and 
productive discussion. 

 
 
 

ABC, ABC News: Early Edition, 07/08/17, James McHale, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on 
same sex marriage. Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, which means Parliament will again be asked to 
approve a plebiscite.  Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident 
there would be a constructive and productive discussion. 

 
 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 07/08/17, Federal Liberal MPs have decided to stick with government policy on same sex 
marriage. Only seven of 83 members voted to change the policy, which means Parliament will again be asked to approve a 
plebiscite.  Prior to the meeting, Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy, said he was confident there would 
be a constructive and productive discussion. 

 
 
 

ABC News, ABC News, 07/08/17, Kathryn Robinson, Liberal MPs are back ahead of a party room stoush over legalising same 
sex marriage. Tensions flared amid public calls from some to dump the plebiscite policy in favour of a free vote in Parliament. 
Some MPs argue the campaign for change comes down to a single step. Sen Dean Smith calls the plebiscite a 'D grade' response 
to a defining 'A grade' social issue. Smith believes his private member's bill strikes a balance about marriage while enshrining 
religious protections.  Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister, says there are passionate views within the party that need to be discuses 
constructively and productively. If the plebiscite is endorsed or morphs into a postal vote there is still an option for rebel MPs to 
cross the floor and vote. Labor gets to sit back and watch the feud.  

 
 
 

ABC News, ABC News, 07/08/17, Kathryn Robinson, A Federal Coalition party room meeting will take place today in a bid to 
sort out the same sex marriage issue. There's an increasing number of Liberal MPs calling for a free vote in Parliament. Tim 
Wilson, Federal Liberal MP, says he's looking for a pathway that honours their election commitment and ends up in a free vote in 
Parliament. Dean Smith, Liberal Senator, says the plebiscite is a D grade response to a defining A grade social issue. Smith 
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believes his private members bill strikes a balance between allowing people to marry regardless of gender while enshrining 
religious protections.  Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister, says there are passionate views within the party that need to be discuses 
constructively and productively. Bill Shorten, Federal Opposition Leader, says the debate within the Liberal party is a bit absurd. 

 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 
 

Fire ants on move 
Courier Mail, General News, 08/08/17, page 7 

 

Red imported fire ants have been detected in Lowood in the Brisbane Valley. Biosecurity Queensland's National Red Imported Fire 
Ant Eradication Program director Geoff Kent said the detection was discovered and confirmed as fire ants by officers on routine 
surveillance. "There were 10 nests found on vacant land in Lowood, which is outside of the current fire ant biosecurity zone," Mr 
Kent said. "Program officers have destroyed the nests by direct nest injection using insecticide and also bait-treated the immediate 
area." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384598 

 

 
Beware green grab for world heritage listing 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Guy Barnett, page 15 

 

Thousands of jobs could be lost in Tasmania's mining and forest industries in the event of another Labor-Green minority 
government. They are threatened because the Greens are continuing their campaign to lock away more and more of Tasmania 
and because Labor has form in selling out jobs to gain government. Green groups like the Bob Brown Foundation, Save the 
Tarkine and The Wilderness Society are all pushing to lock away another 680,000ha - or about 10 per cent of the state - in a 
massive extension to our World Heritage Area. At the Tasmanian Mineral and Energy Council's annual conference, I revealed 
advice from the Department of State Growth that shows the impact of such a land grab. Listing such a significant expanse of North-
West Tasmania as World Heritage would ban mining in one of our most prospective regions, which includes more than 1000 
known mineral deposits. This includes at least eight current mining leases. Based on past expenditure, the land grab would cost 
the state upwards of $150 million in mining and exploration investment over 20 years, and lock up more than 12,000ha of the 
Permanent Timber Production Zone and 91,000ha of our Wood Bank - the Future Potential Production Forest. The land grab 
would cost a further $250 million in the value of native forest harvesting over the next 20 years and add to the sovereign risk issues 
that have seriously impeded investment here for decades. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384600 

Also prospected for Heritage 

 

 

 
Red fire ants reach new ground after nests found west of Brisbane 
Canberra Times, Other, 07/08/17, Toby Crockford 

 

Red fire ants have broken containment lines and reached new ground, after nests found west of Brisbane were confirmed to be the 
imported insects. The nests were found on vacant land in Lowood in the Somerset region, meaning they have stretched more than 
six kilometres outside the biosecurity zone designed to restrict them. It was also the first time fire ants have been detected 
Somerset Regional Council area, with the 10 nests destroyed by National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program officers. 
Surveillance operations have also been undertaken within a one-kilometre radius of the discovery, and work was continuing on 
attempting  to determine the cause of the outbreak. NRIFAEP director Geoff Kent described fire ants as "a serious invasive pest", 
which can inflict painful stings and in some cases lead to anaphylactic shock and death. Fire ants can also disrupt primary 
producers' livelihoods as they like to live in disturbed soil, manure and hay, making agriculture an obvious target. They have the 
potential to kill plants, impact on livestock, damage equipment and infrastructure, and limit market access. Biosecurity Queensland 
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urged Lowood locals to check their properties and work sites for any more nests. "We need the local community to help by being 
our eyes on the ground, as you know your property best. Check your property and tell us if you find ants you think could be fire 
ants," Mr Kent said. "Fire ants very in size, between 2-6 millimetres, are coppery-brown with a dark abdomen, inflict a painful sting 
and are aggressive. Fire ant nests are moulds of loose soil with no entry or exit holes." In 2015, fire ants were spreading rapidly 
and threatening south-east Queensland's $230 million agricultural region in the Lockyer Valley, with the area providing 40 per cent 
of south east Queensland's vegetables at the time. 

 

Read Item: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/queensland/red-fire-ants-reach-new-ground-after-nests-found-west-of-
brisbane-20170807-gxr9r9.html 

 

 
Jarrah trees felled illegally 
West Australian, Other, 07/08/17, Tayler Neale 

 

Jarrah trees have been felled illegally in Great Southern forests, prompting a warning from the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions regarding firewood collection. Parks and Wildlife Service district manager Cameron Shaw said it was 
suspected that the illegally collected firewood, from 30 felled jarrah trees, had then been sold commercially in Denmark and 
Albany. “The trees that were cut down provided valuable habitat for the Baudin’s cockatoo, a threatened species,” he said. “The 
cockatoo relies on standing trees for food and shelter, and they need old tree hollows to breed. “Apart from specially designated 
areas, there are a number of other ways in which to collect firewood legally, such as applying for a Commercial Producer’s Licence 
if the wood is being sourced from private property.” He said it could also be bought from contracted suppliers. 

 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/albany-advertiser/jarrah-trees-felled-illegally-ng-b88560338z 

 

 
NSW EPA critical of conflicts of interest, complexity of native forestry bill 
Canberra Times, Other, 07/08/17, Peter Hannam 

 

A draft bill to revamp regulations for native forestry in NSW was slammed as 'overly complex' and inequitable, and it failed to 
address 'an inherent conflict of interest' in the oversight of state-owned Forestry Corp. Documents obtained by Fairfax Media show 
the NSW Environment Protection Authority found the government's draft native forestry bill unfairly favoured Forestry Corp by 
remove licensing requirements for the corporation while maintaining them for landholders or industry seeking private native 
forestry. It would also leave the corporation with powers unmatched for a state agency, including its protection from third-party 
challenges such as from environmental groups.  "The inherent conflict of interest for a corporation in having a concurrency role for 
negotiating, revoking or changing the terms of their licence ... and the removal of third party legal rights, exists nowhere else in 
NSW legislation or regulation," the EPA's leaked assessment made last December shows. Fairfax Media understands the EPA 
also sought legal advice on how to restrict "very intense" harvesting that the Forestry Corp had conducted for years in areas such 
as the blackbutt-dominant forests of the NSW mid-north coast. The Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals (IFOAs) that 
permitted the logging were, however, found to be poorly worded, curbing the watchdog's ability to take legal action. Even if it could 
act, though, the penalties available remain tiny. While other breaches, such as by coal mines, could attract fines of as much as $1 
million, most forestry penalties were in the hundreds of dollars. 

 

Read Item: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/environment/nsw-epa-critical-of-conflicts-of-interest-complexity-of-native-
forestry-bill-20170806-gxqlk8.html 

 

 
Bridal creeper weed takes hold in nature park 
West Australian, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Environmental advocate and geologist Dr Bernhard Bischoff has grave concerns about the “alarming” spread of the invasive 
asparagus asparagoides weed in Manea Park, which is unlike anything seen in the area previously. “I first remember noticing them 
in 2000 and a few in 2014-15, but nothing like I have noticed this season in two areas of Manea Park and on the west side of Eedle 
Creek,” Dr Bischoff said. “It may not have been taken as seriously as it should have been as it has been reported during the last 
few years and must have missed out on serious treatment. “They are hard to control – you can spray them but they come back and 
they are nasty weeds which grow on top of other plants and eventually smother them.” More commonly known as bridal creeper, 
the weed is a declared pest in WA. It was introduced from Africa in the 1870s. As the name suggests, it is used for bridal bouquets 
and decorative purposes, but is invasive because birds feed on its berries and spread seeds in their droppings. The plant dies 
down during the summer months but shoots rapidly in late winter, climbing and covering native vegetation. 
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Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/south-western-times/bridal-creeper-weed-takes-hold-in-nature-park-ng-
b88555320z 

 

 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 

Derryn Hinch and Greens plan to force senators to prove citizenship revoked 
Guardian Australia, Other, 07/08/17, Gabrielle Chan 

 

Derryn Hinch and the Greens are negotiating a move to force all foreign-born senators to show proof of revocation ahead of the 
referral of three senators to the high court over their dual citizenship. The Justice party senator told Guardian Australia: “The 
Greens and I are talking about a move for all foreign-born senators to show proof of revocation.” Parliament returns from a winter 
recess on Tuesday and referrals are expected for former Greens senators Larissa Waters and Scott Ludlam as well as the 
Nationals senator Matt Canavan over their dual citizenship, which has placed them in contravention of section 44. But a cloud 
remains over the One Nation senator Malcolm Roberts, who has said he wrote to British officials on 6 June last year – three days 
before nominations closed for the federal election – saying that if he had British citizenship, he fully renounced it. According to the 
senator, the British high commission did not confirm Roberts had renounced his citizenship until 5 December. Hinch previously 
said he would refer Roberts to the high court to clear up the citizenship issue but on Monday he told Guardian Australia he would 
talk to Roberts before confirming any move. […] Also on the notice paper is the bill to remove the investment ban on carbon 
capture and storage technologies under the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC). Labor is opposed to the move, describing 
it as a hollow gesture given the Coalition’s $460m cut to research and development in the area. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/aug/07/derryn-hinch-and-greens-plan-to-force-senators-to-
prove-citizenship-revoked 

 

 
Multi-Million Investment to Promote Greater Energy Efficiency in Adelaide's Student Accommodation 
TheUrbanDeveloper.com, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

The Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) has announced its intention to set a new benchmark for energy efficiency building 
design with a $32 million investment in the 428-bed student accommodation project in Waymouth Street, , Adelaide. Managed by 
specialist student accommodation provider Atira Student Living, the off-campus, purpose-built student apartment complex is a joint 
venture investment between Blue Sky Private Real Estate (BSPRE) and Goldman Sachs. BSPRE is developing the project, which 
is expected to open in February 2018. CEFC CEO Ian Learmonth said the project will lift the benchmark for building standards in 
student accommodation, representing an important step toward achieving net zero carbon buildings. “The CEFC has a clear focus 
on investing in clean energy in industry sectors with the strongest potential for decarbonisation,” he said. “We have already 
committed more than $600 million to the property sector in support of market-leading projects such as this one. With inefficient 
property contributing to almost a quarter of Australia’s emissions, any improvements in this area will have much broader benefits.” 

 

Read Item: https://www.theurbandeveloper.com/investment-nourish-energy-efficiency-adelaide-student-accommodation/ 

 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 
 

Antarctic heatwave changed ecology 
scimex.org, Other, 08/08/17, Aest Tue 

 
Antarctica's polar deserts, the McMurdo Dry Valleys, are a fascinating case study to examine regional ecosystem adaptations to 
climate change, according to an international team of researchers. From 1987-2002, the valleys were actually cooling, resulting in 
reduced glacier stream flow, lower lake levels and fewer soil nematodes. But a heatwave in the Antarctic summer of 2002, where 
temperatures skyrocketed to +12 degrees Celsius, caused a flood of glacier melt. Since then, the biological community has grown 
in bounds, significantly changing the ecosystem. In an accompanying editorial, an Australian Antarctic researcher says this 
research shows just how rapidly the Antarctic Peninsula can change in response to changing climatic conditions. 
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Read Item: https://www.scimex.org/newsfeed/heatwave-in-antarctic-polar-deserts-changes-ecology2/ 

 

 
Super funds face scrutiny over climate risk 
Australian Banking & Finance, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Australia's largest superannuation funds could find themselves facing legal action following new disclosure requirements on climate 
change. Under recommendations from the Financial Stability Board’s Task Force on Climate-related Disclosures (TCFD), led by 
Bank of England Governor Mark Carney, businesses need to disclose climate-related financial risks in mainstream financial 
statements.   The recommendations follow recent remarks made in February by Australian Prudential Regulation Authority 
executive board member Geoff Summerhayes.  Summerhayes said that climate risks “have often been seen as future or non-
financial problems”, but made it clear “that this is no longer the case”.  Banks chiefs have also publicly acknowledged that 
disclosure around climate risks need to be addressed, particularly in the area of their lending books. According to environment 
finance group Market Forces, superannuation funds face the same disclosure requirements but according to its analysis of 100 of 
the largest superannuation funds, 82 per cent of these funds have provided inadequate or no tangible evidence of considering 
climate risk in their investment portfolio. 

Read Item: https://www.rfigroup.com/australian-banking-and-finance/news/super-funds-face-scrutiny-over-climate-risk 

 
 
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
 
 
 

Minister told of pump perk 
Daily Telegraph, General News, 08/08/17, Andrew Clennell, page 16 

 

Primary Industries Minister Niall Blair was informed of concerns in 2015 that a National Party donor was allegedly getting 
sweetheart deals on irrigation. The Daily Telegraph has also obtained correspondence showing Mr Blair's department said last 
year it was investigating complaints about the donor, Peter Harris - before Mr Blair lobbied to change laws to help the donor. A 
neighbour of National Party donor Peter Harris, Chris Priestley, wrote to Mr Blair in July 2015 complaining that former Water 
Minister Kevin Humphries had not properly investigated when he wrote to him complaining that Mr Harris was "permitted to pump 
for his cotton crop in February 2015 during a complete pumping embargo on the Murray Darling". The Daily Telegraph revealed 
last week that Mr Blair was pushing Cabinet colleagues late last year to change irrigation laws retrospectively to justify a decision 
to give Mr Harris more trading rights over the precious Barwon-Darling River basin. "I request that you ensure there is a proper 
investigation into why Peter Harris was required to pump water for his cotton crop in February 2015 during a complete pumping 
embargo on the BarwonDarling and Minister Humphries was quoted in the media as saying Brewarrina's water supply was critical," 
the letter from Christopher Priestley to Mr Blair, dated July 20, 2015, says. Mr Blair got his department to write back to the 
Priestleys in 2016, telling them the DPI was "responding to a number of complaints". Mr Blair's spokeswoman yesterday said of the 
Priestley complaints: "The irrigator had an A-class licence which were not subject to the pumping embargo in place at the time" 
and that the "extraction was permitted in accordance with clause 48 in the Water Sharing Plan". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384602 

 

 
River system swindle 
Adelaide Advertiser, Education Now, 08/08/17, Martina Simos, page 34 

 

The ABC program - Four Corners report alleged upstream irrigators were 'stealing' additional water from the basin, with the 
knowledge of a number of NSW Government bureaucrats. The allegations have sparked fury among the SA and Victorian 
Governments, who have called for an independent inquiry. What is a judicial enquiry? It's a formal legal investigation conducted 
into a matter of public concern by a judge, appointed by the government. The review, to be carried out by Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority chief executive Phillip Glyde, will report to a meeting of all state premiers and the Prime Minister in December. The ABC 
program Four Corners aired a program recently which reported on the deliberate rorting of water licences and pump meter 
tampering by farmers in northern NSW. The program alleged senior NSW government officials were aware of this. Last week 
South Australian Premier Jay Weatherill and Water Minister Ian Hunter were joined by senators from four parties NXT leader Nick 
Xenophon, Labor's Penny Wong, the Greens' Sarah Hanson-Young and Australian Conservatives leader Cory Bernardi - to call for 
a judicial inquiry into the River Murray water theft scandal. Last week it was revealed that cotton farmers upstream had been 
illegally taking water out of the river. The SA Opposition backed calls for a judicial inquiry but was not invited to make a joint 
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statement because "the Liberal Party are the problem at the moment", according to Premier Jay Weatherill. "What we want is the 
federal Senate to act ... it would be great if we had federal Liberal senators that were prepared to join in this motion," he said.) 
What is the Murray Darling Basin plan? South Australia works with all basin states and the Australian Government to jointly 
manage the Murray-Darling river system. To ensure the entire river system is managed sustainably into the future, the Basin Plan 
was developed and agreed to by all basin states. The plan was developed in 2012 by politicians and is run by the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority. The plan - which followed a long campaign spearheaded by The Advertiser's I Love Murray campaign - agreed to 
restore 3200 gigalitres of water to the river by 2024. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384604 

 

 
Time for TasWater showdown 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Blair Richards, page 6 

 

The head of TasWater has fired the first shot ahead of a final session of State Parliament set to be dominated by the Liberals' 
TasWater takeover bid. The State Government will table legislation this week to take TasWater away from councils, creating a new 
government business enterprise responsible for water and sewerage services in Tasmania. The Government says the new entity 
will deliver infrastructure upgrades faster than TasWater can while keeping a lid on price rises. TasWater chairman Miles Hampton 
accused the State Government of acting like a "schoolyard bully" over the takeover. Mr Hampton said TasWater had reviewed the 
draft legislation and sought a second round of legal advice, which again said the takeover was illegal and unconstitutional. He said 
the legislation was designed so neither TasWater nor its current owners, the 29 Tasmanian councils, could initiate a legal action to 
challenge the takeover. It also gave the Government power to instruct the entity on how it should prioritise its infrastructure 
upgrades, as opposed to the program being guided by consultation with the Health Department and the Environment Protection 
Authority, Mr Hampton said. "Under this scenario, nothing will prevent future projects from being prioritised to suit political agendas 
and election cycles," he said. "The Treasurer and Government will be able to build up debt, require certain projects to be done 
ahead of other projects, and look after the big end of town." Labor has already said it will vote against the TasWater legislation, 
meaning the Government will need the votes of at least six independent MLCs. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384606 

 

 
South Australian MPs pushed to vote on water judicial inquiry 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 07/08/17, Laura Tingle 

 

Labor will move to embarrass South Australian Liberal MPs over the alleged theft of water in the Murray-Darling basin, when it 
requests both the House of Representatives and the Senate to vote on holding a full judicial inquiry into the issue. The Opposition 
will move in the Senate for a full judicial inquiry into allegations raised on a Four Corners program that claimed NSW cotton 
farmers were stealing water from the river system and claims the state bureaucracy was helping undermine the Murray-Darling 
Basin agreement. There are already a number of inquiries into the allegations: a state government inquiry, references to the NSW 
Independent Commission against Corruption, a compliance audit by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and one by the Australian 
National Audit Office. But anger in South Australia over the revelations last week led to state and federal political parties uniting to 
demand a full judicial inquiry and for Federal Water Minister Barnaby Joyce to be stripped of the water resources portfolio. SA's 
Labor Premier Jay Weatherill, federal Labor senator Penny Wong, Australian Conservatives senator Cory Bernardi, Greens 
senator Sarah Hanson-Young and independent senator Nick Xenophon appeared together to demand a inquiry with teeth. The 
only party absent was the SA Liberal Party although its MPs - both state and federal - are concerned at what is perceived to be a 
bungled response to the allegations by Nationals Leader and the Minister responsible for water, Barnaby Joyce. The MDBA inquiry 
was attacked because the states would have to agree to participate and it would have no powers to seize documents, compel 
witnesses or protect whistleblowers. Labor will move a resolution in the Senate on Wednesday seeking the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives in calling a judicial inquiry, a move that would force South Australian Liberal MPs to vote on the matter. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/08/07/ae49dcad-f851-4de5-b921-e327075cf4fe.html 

 

 
NFF calls for constructive progress by Federal politicians on Basin Plan 
farmers.org.au, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

With Federal Parliament reconvening this week, National Farmers' Federation (NFF) President Fiona Simson has called for 
political calm on the Murray Darling Basin Plan. The call follows serious allegations of improper behaviour of NSW Government 
water officials and of alleged illegal water extraction by irriga  Barwon-Darling River system in northern NSW. The 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



Barwon-Darling spans from Mungindi on the Queensland/NSW Border to the Menindee Lakes. “We acknowledge the steps taken 
by Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, to achieve the agreement of all Basin states for the Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) to 
carry out an independent Basin-wide review of compliance," Ms Simson said. The Commonwealth Auditor General is already in the 
throes of auditing National Partnership Agreements, and, at the request of the Federal opposition, has expanded this to include 
how the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is monitoring the performance of NSW under the National Partnership 
Agreement on Implementing Water Reform in the Murray-Darling Basin. Ms Simson said illegal water take could not be condoned. 
Illegal take is theft from all other water users, basin communities, taxpayers and the environment.  “However, we must be mindful 
that until the claims are properly investigated, they remain only allegations." Ms Simson said the referral of serious allegations by 
the NSW Government to the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) was entirely appropriate. 

 

Read Item: https://www.farmers.org.au/news-updates/nff-news/NFF-calls-for-constructive-progress-on-basin-plan-
07082017.html 

 
 
 
 

5AA, Afternoons, 07/08/17, Alan Hickey, Interview with Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources chief 
executive Sandy Pitcher and SA Murray-Darling Basin Natural Resources Management Board presiding member Sharon Starick 
on the Murray River. Hickey talks about Captain Charles Sturt and his famous Murray River Voyage. He then talks about a judicial 
inquiry on the Murray-Darling Basin water theft allegations. Pitcher talks about the irreparable effects of human intervention on the 
Murray River. Hickey talks about the dispute between four states over the Murray-Darling Basin and the Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority, which is the overarching organisation responsible for monitoring the condition of the Murray-Darling Basin. Pitcher says 
the number of parties involved makes the Murray-Darling Basin dispute a lot more complicated. Starick talks about the importance 
of keeping the Murray River healthy. She says some farmers were not able to access water from the Lower Murray Reclaimed 
Irrigation Area of Lake Albert and Lake Alexandrina during the millennium drought. She talks about the success of the Chowilla 
station. Pitcher discusses how river red gums are improving the health of the river. Hickey talks about the remake of the classic 
Australian film Storm Boy. He says the original version was filmed in the Coorong. Paton talks about the significance of the Lower 
Lakes and Coorong. She says the number of birds in the area has been very low this year. Pitcher talks about the importance of 
introducing policies that would improve the health of the river. 

 

 
 
 
Energy 
 
 
 

Macquarie, Ausgrid line up for AGL meter sale 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/08/17, page 14 

 

A big line-up of second-round bidders is preparing for the final furlong in AGL Energy's smart meter auction, which is due to kick off 
in three to four weeks. Street Talk understands those that made the binding and final bid stage include NSW electricity distributor 
Ausgrid, Macquarie Group, KKR & Co's Calvin Capital and New Zealand's Metrix. It appears New Zealand's Vector did not make 
the second round, which will not start until late August or early September. Ausgrid, now majority owned by AustralianSuper and 
IFM Investors, is said to be running its transaction team in-house, while HSBC is advising Calvin Capital, and Deloitte has a close 
relationship with Metrix. Metrix is a unit of listed group Mercury NZ Limited (formerly Mighty River Power). Up for grabs is the AGL 
Active Stream digital meters-business, which has about 180,000 meters in operation and an another 200,000 or so in the works. 
AGL's auction is being run by boutique firm Ironstone Capital and sources have suggested the business could be worth around 
$100 million. The suitors will no doubt be figuring out their financing structures ahead of the sale coming to a head. The national 
market for smart meters, outside Victoria, is in a state of flux as industry players including seek to get ahead of market reforms that 
will be implemented in December. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384608 

 

 
EnergyAustralia's plea on policy as profit dives 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/08/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 19 

 

EnergyAustralia managing director Cath Tanna wants the government to 'end the blame game' on energy policy after reporting an 
18 per cent slump in first-half profit She urged the government to decide on a way forward on energy policy to help rein in soaring 
prices by giving industry confidence to invest in new supply. The comments came after EA's owner, Hong Kong-listed CLP Group, 
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cited 'Very challenging' market conditions in Australia while explaining the drop in first-half operating profit to $129 million. Ms 
Tanna, one of seven retail electricity bosses summoned by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to Canberra on Wednesday to justify 
soaring retail power bills, said EA didn't have the answer to rising prices. She put the responsibility on policymakers to work with 
industry by providing the broader framework for investment in new power plants. "We believe the Finkel panel recommendations 
remain the best chance at a stable, national energy policy which restores the confidence to invest in new supply so we can bring 
down prices," said Ms Tanna, who is also on the board of the Reserve Bank and who last year called for an RBA-type oversight of 
carbon policy to prevent the national market splintering. EA is among energy producers that favour a market-based mechanism 
such as the Clean Energy Target proposed by Professor Alan Finkel in his review into energy security. The CET proposal is one of 
the Finkel Review's 50 recommendations that has not been adopted by the government as party factions remain sharply divided. 
EA's results revealed growth in gross earnings in retailing as customer numbers grew 10 per cent to 2.65 million and margins rose. 
Operating income from retailing jumped about 21 per cent to $274 million. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384610 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Be cautious about retail landlords, Citi warns clients 
Australian Financial Review, Property, 08/08/17, Nick Lenaghan, page 37 

 

Listed retail landlords may deliver less rosy earnings outlooks this results season than many in the market expect, according to 
Citi. Citi's own forecast for 2018 earnings growth for Australia's 'major mall owners is 3.5 per cent, significantly less than the market 
consensus of 5 per cent. "Aside from more challenging leasing conditions, retail landlords could face cost pressures from 
increasing electricity prices," analysts Adrian Dark, David Lloyd and Suraj Nebhani wrote in a client note this week. "The degree 
and timing of impact will vary, with some of the increase in prices likely mitigated by higher recoveries from tenants, but it does 
represent a drag. "Higher electricity costs could also weigh on consumer spending. Consensus forecasts do not appear to reflect 
these headwinds." Over the past six months, Australia's major retail landlords, including Vicinity Centres, Scentre Group and 
Westfield, have been battered by investors spooked by the potential impact of online shopping. Other retail landlords include 
Charter Hall Retail REIT, Shopping Centres Australasia and BWP Trust, which has a portfolio occupied mostly by Bunnings 
Warehouse stores. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ek950384612 

 

 
Rubbish powers new ideas to keep state running 
The Australian, General News, 08/08/17, Michael Owen, page 6 

 

As the energy crisis worsens, South Australians are turning to their rubbish to generate new sources of cheap power. In a national 
first, a landfill centre north of Adelaide will run a solar farm while also extracting the gas out of decomposing rubbish to create 
enough electricity to power thousands of homes. While other landfills across the country have sought to capture methane to 
generate electricity, this is believed to be the first time solar and gas have been combined. Northern Adelaide Waste Management 
Authority chief executive Adam Faulkner said it was "truly a trash-to-treasure story". "The solar farm is designed to integrate with 
the landfill gas renewable energy facility situated at the Uleybury Landfill and supplement its output, therefore combining base-load 
and solar PV technologies that will produce renewable energy 24 hours a day, seven days a week," Mr Faulkner said. "The 
collective electricity generated from both energy sources will be over 11,000MW hours per annum, which is enough to power more 
than 1800 homes. "A project of this scale has never been undertaken on an Australian landfill and will be the first of its kind in the 
country." The waste authority was set up by Gawler, Playford and Salisbury councils in Adelaide's north as a garbage, recycling, 
and green waste collection service. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz950384614 

 

 
Energy retailer's profits fall 18pc 
The Australian, Business News, 08/08/17, Matt Chambers, page 20 

 

EnergyAustralia, one of the nation's three big power generators and retailers, has reported an 18 per cent drop in first-half net profit 
as rises in the price of gas and electricity purchased by its retail business offset extra revenue from its power stations. According to 
EnergyAustralia's Hong Kong parent, CLP Holdings, the business suffered a fall in first-half profit to $129 million, from $157m a 
year earlier. When changes to the value of derivates was str he result was largely flat. "Against a backdrop of uncertain 
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energy policies, the energy market in Australia remains very challenging, leading to a period of high and volatile wholesale prices," 
CLP chairman Michael Kadoorie said. "EnergyAustralia is both a buyer and seller in the wholesale market and in times of high 
volatility the prospective value of those energy contracts can very significantly." EnergyAustralia revenues jumped to $HK21.9 
billion ($3.5bn), from $HK18.08bn a year earlier as wholesale power prices rose. But illustrating EnergyAustralia's exposure to 
higher wholesale power and gas costs, its earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, amortisation and fair value adjustments were 
flat at about $331m. EnergyAustralia is the first of the "big three" to release half-year earnings in a reporting season that will come 
under close scrutiny. Rising wholesale and retail prices have drawn an inquiry by the Australian Competition & Consumer 
Commission and led Malcolm Turnbull to call a crisis meeting with industry chiefs last week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz950384616 

 

 

 

 
It's time we tackled a new set of ideas 
Herald Sun, General News, 08/08/17, Shaun Carney, page 22 

 

For two weeks in a row, the football world has been roiled by the debate about what constitutes a legal tackle. First, Matthew 
Kreuzer left the field with concussion after being brought down by Patrick Dangerfield. And then Ben Brown who, also concussed, 
had to be stretchered off in a neck brace thanks to Brodie Grundy's tackle. Call me strange if you must, but as I've watched the 
discussion of these incidents, it's reminded me powerfully of what I've seen in the political arena during the past 30 years or so, 
especially in relation to the way our economy runs. In politics and public policy, as in sport, problems rarely appear out of nowhere: 
they take years to develop. In almost every instance, this happens in full view of everyone but somehow no one can organise 
themselves well enough to stop it - until problems become unavoidable. Clearly, something is not right when players are being 
knocked out when they're tackled. When they're punched or shirt-fronted or land awkwardly after going for a mark, sure. But not 
after a tackle, which began as a method by which a player could attempt to dispossess their opponent of the ball. Games, like all 
human activities, evolve. The tackle has changed. Now, we're told by many of the large number of former players who inhabit the 
footy media, "the perfect tackle" involves pinning a player's arms and bringing them to the ground. This was essentially the defence 
offered by Dangerfield's and Grundy's coaches, which can be summed up as "What's the big deal? This is how players are taught 
to tackle". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz950384620 

 

 
No support for drug test 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 08/08/17, page 6 

 

Labor will oppose the Turnbull Government's move to randomly test Newstart and Youth Allowance recipients for drugs. The 
Government plans to roll out the scheme across three trial sites from January, affecting about 5000 people. The Labor caucus 
yesterday voted to oppose the drug test trials. Mr Shorten also told the caucus that privatisation of electricity generators has 
contributed to higher power prices. He told the meeting Labor was pushing for export controls on gas. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz950384622 

 

 
EnergyAustralia profit slides 15.5pc on 'very challenging' market 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 07/08/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith 

 

A summer squeeze in the east coast electricity market and escalating gas prices have been blamed by Hong  
Kong's CLP Group for a 15.5 per cent drop in EnergyAustralia's first-half profit, with chairman Sir Michael Kadoorie describing the 
climate as “very challenging". Operating earnings for EnergyAustralia slumped to $HK758 million ($122 million) in the June half, 
largely due to the impact of "significant volatility" in the value of energy contracts, CLP said. "Against a backdrop of uncertain 
energy policies, the energy market in Australia remains very challenging, leading to a period of high and volatile wholesale prices," 
Sir Michael said in a results statement released in Hong Kong. EnergyAustralia chief executive Cath Tanna is one of seven retail 
electricity bosses that have been summoned to Canberra by Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull on Wednesday in an intervention 
intended to bring about action to minimise price hikes for consumers   In its earnings statement CLP pointed to several reasons 
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prices had risen for energy users, including the shutdown of Engie's old Hazelwood coal-fired power station in Victoria, regulatory 
uncertainty and rising gas prices. Still, it said EnergyAustralia's retail business, which sits behind Origin Energy's and AGL 
Energy's in size, had "performed well", supported by higher sales of electricity and gas.  The business increased gross margins as 
a result of higher prices and usage, but the impact was outweighed by higher gas supply costs and increased purchasing of power 
on the wholesale spot market at "high" prices. 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/08/07/a48faf9f-0784-49c7-be35-d43967b5c83c.html 

Monopoly power driving up prices: SA PM 
The Australian, Other, 07/08/17, None 

[Video] South Australian premier Jay Wetherill says monopoly power is driving up the electricity prices. 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/07/9c7eb3e1-4d6e-4633-88a9-a5e37fa7b6d8.html 

Also displayed on the  Sky News Australia website 

SA has the world's highest power prices, Carbon and Energy Markets director Bruce Mountain says — so get off the grid 
Brisbane Courier-Mail, Other, 07/08/17, None 

Escaping the electricity grid by pairing solar panels and new battery technology is the best way for SA households to escape the 
world’s most expensive power prices, a top expert says. Carbon and Energy Markets director Bruce Mountain revealed in June 
that he was working on a study that found SA was passing Denmark as the most expensive place in the world to keep the lights 
on. He has now published the results, which conclude SA’s prices are three times that recorded in the US and about 50 per cent 
higher than the UK. The calculations have been challenged by Treasurer Tom Koutsantonis, who says Mr Mountain has used old 
data for his comparisons to Europe and used “fundamentally flawed” assumptions. Mr Mountain told The Advertiser that SA’s 
prices were caused by a combination of avoidable problems, particularly the costs of creating energy, and delivering it to 
households. He said a “tipping point” was arriving where it was becoming cheaper for most people to take charge of their own 
electricity at home and move way from the shared grid. “It is already cheaper for households with a north-facing roof to meet their 
own supply with a combination of battery and solar, and those costs are continuing to decline,” Mr Mountain said. “The irony is that 
there will be better (price) outcomes, but not from the system as we know it. “There will probably be a big shift from central 
(electricity access), to local. It’s a no-brainer for someone who has an east, west or north-facing roof to put as much solar on as 
they can.” SA also starts from a strong position to make the shift, with solar panels on one-third of homes. 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/couriermail.com.au/2017/08/07/514e9103-0689-4d1b-aeda-c62a9576fc90.html 

Queensland opens registrations for 100MW energy storage auction 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/08/17, Sophie Vorrath 

The Queensland Labor government has kicked off its large-scale energy storage auction, calling for early registration of companies 
wishing to tender for the installation of up to 100MW of energy storage before 2020, alongside 400MW of new solar  and wind 
farms. The Renewables 400 auction was officially launched on Monday, as a key plank of the Palaszczuk government’s Powering 
Queensland Plan – a $1.6 billion scheme, first unveiled in June, to help the state meet its 50 per cent renewable energy target by 
2030. Speaking from the Brisbane factory of lead-acid battery maker Century Batteries, Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said the 
plan included a “specific process” to secure up to 100MW of energy storage before 2020. Century Batteries – which is expected to 
bid in the energy storage auction – today announced plans to further expand its factory in Carole Park, south-west Brisbane, 
producing the first sealed maintenance free (SMF) lead-acid battery designed and built in Australia. Visiting the manufacturing 
facility today, the Premier said she welcomed Century Batteries’ interest in key initiatives of her Government, including an 
upcoming reverse auction for 100 megawatts of energy storage and its active work with government-owned corporations and 
emergency services to supply critical power. “Energy storage will play an important role in the transition to higher levels of 
renewable energy and this process will support the accelerated deployment of this important technology,” the Premier said. 
Treasurer and Acting Energy Minister Curtis Pitt said that under the reverse auction process, companies would bid for Queensland 
government support for both renewable generation and storage projects – most of which would be situated in the state’s regions. 
“This early registration provides adequate time to ensure they are ready to hit the ground running when the process opens,” 
Minister Pitt said. 
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Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/queensland-opens-registrations-100mw-energy-storage-auction-91729/ 

 

 

 
Making the energy transition more equitable and inclusive 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

The transition to a clean, affordable and equitable supply of energy is finely on the agenda in Australia, compounded by soaring 
electricity prices and the mostly favourable response to the Finkel review. The Australian Council of Social Service (ACOSS), a 
peak body aimed at reducing poverty and inequality in Australia, has long highlighted the importance of tackling climate change, as 
we know that the impacts of inaction hit people on low incomes and people who are vulnerable first and worst. ACOSS is also 
alarmed by escalating energy prices for people on the lowest incomes who cannot cope. Lack of action to address this intense 
financial stress is inexcusable with energy being an essential service. Our joint consultative report with the Brotherhood of St 
Laurence and The Climate Institute released earlier this week reviews disadvantaged household’s access to affordable clean 
energy and the impact of the transition to clean energy on low income earners. The report highlights evidence that people on low 
incomes are the first affected in an energy crisis such as is currently occurring with increasing electricity prices. A recent 
RenewEconomy article criticised one aspect of the report suggesting it was attacking solar and solar owners. Rather our report 
raised concerns with poor policy designs and the consequences for low-income and disadvantage households. Based on months 
of consultation with over 120 community, environment and consumer energy experts, the report highlights the urgency of 
decarbonising our economy, including our electricity sector, in line with the Paris Agreement. Renewable energy, both small and 
large scale, will be essential in this transition. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/making-energy-transition-equitable-inclusive-70100/ 

 

 
Queenslanders blame something they don't have – renewables – for rising energy bills 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/08/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

A new Galaxy poll published by the Murdoch media claims that around half of Queenslanders blame renewable energy for their 
rising power bills – a disturbing finding that suggests Murdoch media readers actually believe the stuff they read in the Murdoch 
press. “Queenslanders are blaming renewable energy for their surging power prices, forcing them to cut spending on holidays, 
dinners and clothes to cover the costs,” the Murdoch-owned Courier Mail announced on Saturday. “Most Queenslanders have also 
backed a proposal for a new coal-fired power station in the north of the state to help drive economic opportunities and bring down 
prices.” The story said the Galaxy poll found 47 per cent blamed renewables, while just 14 per cent thought they were keeping 
prices down. Some 28 per cent thought they were having no impact. One Nation supporters hated renewables most, with 62 per 
cent blaming them for price rises. There was no information about whether any of the people thought that soaring network prices 
and the sharp jump in wholesale prices – mostly due to the bidding practices of the state-owned coal and gas generators – had 
anything to do with it. That’s because they were not asked. Galaxy told RenewEconomy that the 902 people responding to the poll 
commissioned by the Courier-Mail were only asked if they thought renewables were at fault. It proves only one of two things thing – 
that the campaign against renewables by the Murdoch media seems to work among its readership, or that the Murdoch media is 
trying to convince itself that it does. Energy analyst Bruce Mountain estimates that the cost of large and small scale renewables for 
an average household in Queensland consuming 4.8MWh per year is about $67 per year. That’s out of a total bill of more than 
$1,713. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/queenslanders-blame-something-dont-renewables-rising-energy-bills-97890/ 

 

 
Poles and wires: Consumers using less, paying more 
Renew Economy, Other, 07/08/17, David Leitch 

 

Prime minister Malcolm Turnbull should be talking to Paula Conboy and John Pierce, the head of the AER and the AEMC 
respectively as well as network owners Singapore Power, China State Grid, CKI, an Aussie Super, as well as the gentailers he 
plans to talk to about energy prices this week. In the end under-supply of generation leading to high prices in the wholesale 
markets will fix itself. The fix may be painful but if generation prices are high enough for long enough there will be new supply. 
Nothing is more certain. But network prices, the biggest driver of higher electricity bills, are unlikely to ever fix themselves. The 
regulatory system guarantees the network business a return on capital for the next 100-200 years, no matter how much volume 
falls networks get a fixed amount of revenue. Like the NBN, this is not an easy problem to fix. Until it is fixed though expected to 
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continue paying over the odds for electricity if it comes from the grid.  The electricity  network distribution business (excluding 
transmission) in the NEM have a regulated asset base [RAB] of around $70 billion and  their market value is around $100 billion. 
So long as the distribution businesses are valued by the market at 30-50% more than the regulator values, then it’s prima facie 
evidence that returns in the sector are too high However, more than that, it’s very difficult to see consumption per point of presence 
going back to the levels of 10 years ago and at the same time the  RAB grows 1-4% a year. This means consumers pay “more for 
less”.  We  can see this with two examples. One is in Victoria where we use United Energy. The data we show is for the household 
sector, but the medium and even large volume consumer sectors in this distribution franchise show similar trends. Remember, this 
is just the distribution cost, and it doesn’t include transmission, let alone all the generation and retail factors. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/poles-wires-consumers-using-less-paying-29950/ 

 

 
PM calls meeting with major power company bosses 
esdnews.com.au, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has called a meeting with the heads of Australia's major power companies on Wednesday to 
discuss how customers can be given relief on electricity prices. Many households and businesses are paying significantly more 
than they should be and they need to be given better information so they can seek better deals, according to the PM. “This 
situation must be addressed – urgently and directly,” Mr Turnbull wrote in a letter to the companies. He said he would be seeking 
the executives’ views on what the electricity sector can do to ensure Australian families aren’t paying more for electricity than they 
need to. In his letter, Mr Turnbull said electricity price rises in the past decade have “put serious strain on Australian households 
and businesses”. “Disconnections have risen sharply in some states, and there are reports of spikes in the number of people 
suffering financial stress,” he wrote. The Prime Minister said he was particularly concerned by reports customers are being pushed 
to higher-priced standard contracts or non-discounted plans, often without realising. The Australian Energy Markets Commission’s 
(AEMC) Retail Competition report found 47 per cent of residential and 54 per cent of small businesses have not switched electricity 
retailer or plan in the last five years. “This suggests that these households and businesses are paying significantly more than they 
need to,” the PM’s letter said. In Victoria, a household with typical consumption could save up to $830 a year by switching to the 
best market offer, according to St Vincent de Paul. 

 

Read Item: http://www.esdnews.com.au/pm-calls-meeting-major-power-company-bosses/ 

 

 
SA's energy policy: five steps forward, two steps back 
In Daily, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

When it comes to energy it feels like things are moving at lightning speed, and nowhere more so than in South Australia. This state 
is fast becoming a global leader in the race to renewables. However, when it comes to State Government energy policy it’s a case 
of five steps forward, two steps back. No doubt building the world’s biggest battery was a big step forward. However, the proposed 
energy security target is a step in the opposite direction. The Government has released the details of its proposed energy security 
target policy,  with the laudable aims of increasing security, reducing prices, and stimulating new “on-demand” sources of 
electricity. Unfortunately, it was actually designed to incentivise gas plants to generate more often. At first glance this sounds like it 
could increase energy security, but it’s actually a regressive idea, which consumers will pay for, if it goes badly – to the tune of 
$225 million per year. So, what’s wrong with it? Firstly, the companies which run these gas plants are the same companies which 
are being called to Canberra by the Prime Minister this week to explain what they’re doing to curb rising electricity bills. These 
gentailers – businesses which both generate and retail electricity – have a track record of bad behaviour. For example, last July 
when South Australia experienced some of the highest wholesale electricity prices ever, a report by Melbourne University found 
companies running gas plants were withholding supply (instead of generating) to drive up prices, leading to windfall profits of $40-
60 million in just two months. 

 

Read Item: http://indaily.com.au/opinion/2017/08/07/sas-energy-policy-five-steps-forward-two-steps-back/ 

 
 
 

ABC Radio Canberra, PM, 07/08/17, Matt Wordsworth, Pre-recorded interview with Matt Howell, CEO, Tomago 
Aluminium.  Wordsworth mentions that smelting needs secure power. Howell notes that our cells can tolerate a power window of 
three hours. Beyond this, they will freeze and can't be unfrozen. We saw this at Alcoa Portland Smelter. Wordsworth notes that 
AGL issued an energy curtailment notice last summer. Howell says the said supplier is saying that we no longer have the contract 
rate. We'll be paying whatever the rate is on the wholesale market if we choose to continue with this load. He adds that his 
company are planning for interruptions. Wordsworth mentions the national conversation on the provision of secure, safe, affordable 
and renewable energy supply. Howell says large base-load c  need base load supply. While we are not ideologically 
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opposed to renewables, these have their place in many applications. However, there is no aluminium smelter that is powered by 
wind and solar energy. Wordsworth mentions battery storage. Howell notes that the largest battery in the world would power the 
smelter for less than eight minutes. He adds that we believe that the use of the latest generation of coal-fired power technology is 
appropriate. 

 
 

Seven Mackay, Seven News Mackay, 07/08/17, Rob Brough, According to local businesses, they are being crippled by 
skyrocketing power prices. The Qld Opposition says the state government's renewable energy push is the problem. Michael Hart, 
Shadow Energy Minister, believes his party has the solution. Hart says they will support the prioritisation of a new coal-fired power 
station in Qld. He says more capacity will mean lower prices and more competition. The Qld Government has committed $386m to 
renewable energy projects and both parties have pledged $225m to build the new Haughton River Pipeline. Hart says his party will 
do it faster. Local businesses want action, not more promises. 

 
 
 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 

 
Yancoal Australia bosses and brokers try to turn the sceptics 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 08/08/17, page 14 

 

Yancoal Australia has kicked off its hunt for brave listed equities investors with a three- to-five-year view and willing to back its 
Hunter Valley coal expansion story. It's understood Yancoal and its brokers met fund managers in Singapore on Monday, on day 
one of an investor roadshow seeking to find institutional backers for its $US2.5 billion equity raising.  Once it swallows Rio Tinto's 
Coal & Allied, Yancoal would be running at about 46 million tonnes a year which would make it the third coal producer in the 
country behind Glencore and BHP. It's a tough sell - as Yancoal has been since it was created in 2012 - however, management is 
hopeful that the company-changing Coal & Allied-acquisition and associated equity raising may tempt fundies to take a second 
look. Yancoal told potential investors that it would be targeted at high-efficiency, low-emission coal-fired power plants with plenty of 
new plants under construction in China, South Korea, Japan, India and other countries in the region. EBITDA is pegged at close to 
$1 billion a year. Yancoal management is expected to spread the word in Asia this week, before returning home to front Australian 
fund managers next week. It's understood Morgan Stanley and JPMorgan's equities desk were booking investors on Monday. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz950384624 

 

 
Exxon's Dory could ease east coast gas shortage 
The Australian, Business News, 08/08/17, Matt Chambers, page 20 

 

ExxonMobil's big Dory prospect in Bass Strait could help ease tight east coast gas markets, but analysts have urged caution about 
relying on the field, where development success is far from certain. As revealed in The Australian yesterday, Exxon quietly 
purchased Dory in May, giving it access to what its previous owners say could be a 2.2 trillion cubic feet gasfield hidden from 
explorers by its position on the continental shelf. This needs to be proven by drilling, but if the contingent resource estimates of 
seller Liberty Petroleum ring true, it would make it one of the biggest fields in Bass Strait and potentially extend the life of the 40-
year-old Longford gas plant. It would also turn on its head Exxon's previous view that all of the big Bass Strait fields have been 
discovered and future finds will be small and hard to profit from. The oil giant, which operates the 50-50 Gippsland Basin joint 
venture with BHP Billiton in Bass Strait, has accelerated a drilling campaign on Dory, which is in the VIC-P70 licence, to the third 
quarter of next year, giving weight to Liberty's theory that Dory, previously thought to be small, is a giant field. While it would not be 
a short-term solution for tight east coast gas markets, it could provide longer-term volumes to a market where existing fields are 
declining and Gladstone's big export plants will continue to need gas. Wood Mackenzie oil and gas analyst Saul Kavonic said a 2 
trillion cubic feet gas development could materially alter the supply situation on the east coast of Australia, especially as it is near 
the demand centres in the south of the country. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zh950384626 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
NSW EPA blasts conflicts of interest 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 08/08/17, Peter Hannam, page 9 
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A draft bill to revamp regulations for native forestry in NSW was slammed as 'overly complex' and inequitable, and it failed to 
address 'an inherent conflict of interest' in the oversight of state-owned Forestry Corp. Documents obtained by Fairfax Media show 
the NSW Environment Protection Authority found the government's draft native forestry bill unfairly favoured Forestry Corp by 
remove licensing requirements for the corporation while maintaining them for landholders or industry seeking private native 
forestry. It would also leave the corporation with powers unmatched for a state agency, including its protection from third-party 
challenges such as from environmental groups. "The inherent conflict of interest for a corporation in having a concurrency role for 
negotiating, revoking or changing the terms of their licence . . . and the removal of third party legal rights, exists nowhere else in 
NSW legislation or regulation," the EPA's leaked assessment made last December shows. Fairfax Media understands the EPA 
also sought legal advice on how to restrict "very intense" harvesting that the Forestry Corp had conducted for years in areas such 
as the blackbutt-dominant forests of the NSW mid-north coast. The Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals (IFOAs) that 
permitted the logging were, however, found to be poorly worded, curbing the watchdog's ability to take legal action. Even if it could 
act, though, the penalties available remain tiny. While other breaches, such as by coal mines, could attract fines of as much as $1 
million, most forestry penalties were in the hundreds of dollars. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zh950384628 

 

 
WestConnex road widening change a coddle for residents 
Sydney Morning Herald, Local Government, 08/08/17, Matt O'Sullivan, page 26 

 

The state's roads authority has scaled back plans for the widening of a roadway connected to a major new interchange for the 
WestConnex toll road in Sydney's inner west following an outcry from residents. Roads and Maritime Services has reduced plans 
for the widening of Euston Road near Sydney Park from seven lanes to six. The change will more than double the distance 
originally proposed between apartments and the road to almost four metres. Under the previous plans, the widened road would 
have come within two metres of a string of apartments, in an area where more apartment developments are planned. The roads 
authority said it had been able to reduce the number of lanes needed for the upgrade by removing from the plans a dedicated bus-
turning lane. "These improvements demonstrate the NSW government commitment to build congestion busting infrastructure in 
Sydney, while balancing the concerns of the community," it said. "The change will not reduce public transport options or reduce 
connectivity in the area as the bus will be rerouted around the block." The widening of Euston Road is part of a major upgrade to a 
3.2-kilometre road corridor that extends from the interchange for WestConnex at St Peters to Moore Park in the east. The project 
includes extra lanes, bigger intersections, 24-hour clearways, at the cost of car parking, trees, and properties - potentially including 
a large hotel. RMS modelling shows traffic volumes on Euston Road will double to 40,000 vehicles a day by 2021, due in part to 
WestConnex. The Labor MP for Heffron, Ron Hoenig, said the change to the plans for Euston Road was "by no means ideal but it 
is certainly welcome relief for affected residents". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zh950384630 

 

 
City to move on takeaway packaging 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Simeon Thomas-Wilson, page 9 

 

The days of plastic takeaway packaging at Hobart food venues could be numbered, with the Hobart City Council accepting a 
motion to look at phasing them out by 2020. At a full council meeting last night, Hobart aldermen voted to commission a report on 
amending the council's draft Environmental Health Bylaw to restrict the use of single-use plastic takeaway food packaging. The 
council also voted to lobby the State Government to include the food packaging in the Plastic Shopping Bags Ban Act 2013. Hobart 
alderman Bill Harvey, who along with Ald Philip Cocker brought the motion to council, said it would set a precedent for the rest of 
the country. "This is something that I think will have an impact on society," he said. "It's time to start moving on an issue like this 
and the council can be a national leader." Only Ald Tanya Denison, who said the council was getting ahead of itself with the push, 
did not support the motion. But some aldermen who did support the motion raised concerns about the plan. Ald Marti Zucco said 
the original motion did not give the Hobart business community enough say. "We are not consulting with them," he said. He moved 
an amendment which called on the council to also lobby and consult with other relevant stakeholders on the change - which was 
accepted by council. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zh950384632 

 

 
Taller 'but better' 
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Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Jessica Howard, page 5 

 

A taller and narrower version of a proposed Hobart skyscraper will have less environmental impact than the previous shorter 
version, says the project's architect. Singaporean developers the Fragrance Group have submitted development applications for a 
84m hotel in Collins St and a 179m hotel in Davey St. Both projects have been the subject of great debate since they were 
announced in October. The five-star, 457-room Davey St hotel was said to be 120m in height, but last month the Hobart City 
Council revealed the submitted development application was for a building 179m to the roof peak, topped off with a 25m spire. 
Xsquared Architects director Peter Scott has released new images of the project and said the firm had been working on changes to 
the design since October on a range of factors including the streetscape, wind effects, shading and pedestrian connectivity. "We 
wanted to test the public appetite for development of this nature," he said. "We sought community feedback and the opinions were 
mixed. There were people who were really positive and there were those who hated it, as you'd sort of expect. "The new taller, 
slender model is more prominent in the city, but it has reduced environmental impacts." Mr Scott said the floor space had not 
increased between the two designs and rejected the idea the building would set a height precedent for Hobart. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384634 

 

 
Recycling companies unable to cope with glass 
Australian Food News, Other, 07/08/17, Andrea Hogan 

 

Glass recycling in New South Wales is at a crisis point with companies receiving more glass than they can handle an investigation 
has claimed. According to a Four Corners investigation, set to air Monday 7 August 2017, recyclers are stockpiling glass with it 
cheaper for Australian businesses to import glass rather than recycle it. One recycling company, Polytrade, spoke out as part of 
the investigation, saying it has been forced to store glass instead of recycling it. The investigation comes just after the New South 
Wales State Government launched what it calls its biggest-ever anti-litter initiative. The new NSW container deposit scheme will 
see the installation of more than 500 reverse vending machines which will accept recyclable drinking bottles, including glass 
bottles, in exchange for 10 cent per piece. The NSW Government currently has a goal of reducing littering volumes in its state by 
40 per cent by 2020. It is currently estimated that 160 million drink containers are littered in NSW each year. 

 

Read Item: http://www.ausfoodnews.com.au/2017/08/07/recycling-companies-unable-to-cope-with-glass.html 

 

 
Dirty tricks: Lifting lid on glass recycling's dirty secret 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 07/08/17, Debbie Schipp 

 

Taking out the bins is a weekly ritual but the reality of what happens next is far from transparent. In revelations set to shake 
Australians’ faith in recycling, hundreds of thousands of glass is being bagged and stockpiled in warehouses, or worse, sitting 
crushed in mountains, stockpiled or dumped in landfill because it’s cheaper to buy new than recycle. The revelation, and evidence 
that Queensland is being used as a landfill dumping ground with hundreds of thousands of tonnes of rubbish hauled in from 
interstate, will air on ABC’s Four Corners tonight. It reveals the reality of recycling glass is at best it’s a facade that might make the 
ritual of sorting the garbage seem a pointless waste, because it’s cheaper to import glass bottles than recycle them. “There’ll be an 
uproar when communities or residents know.,” Four Corners is told. Hundreds of thousands of tonnes of glass is accumulating in 
recycling companies around Australia, with waste industry saying the situation is “unsustainable” because there’s no “viable” 
market for it, the ABC reports. Four Corners footage features massive warehouses filled with bagged-up, crushed glass. Recycling 
company Polytrade blows the whistle saying a “failure of regulation” means companies don’t know what to do with it. 

 

Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/entertainment/tv/current-affairs/dirty-tricks-lifting-lid-on-glass-recyclings-dirty-
secret/news-story/d3e41082b245521a10dc4add6934f635 

 
 
 

ABC Radio Perth, Drive, 07/08/17, Belinda Varischetti, Interview with Caro Meldrum-Hanna, ABC reporter, about the Four 
Corner's episode on the rubbish sector. She says she started her investigation on the issue after someone told her that so much of 
the rubbish does not get recycled. She notes it is now cheaper to import glass rather than recycling it at home. She mentions a 
confidential report written to Governments which reveal recyclables are being landfilled, especially in the regional areas. She adds 
the former head of the Recycling Association of Australia has pointed out that the situation is so bad and Governments need to 
intervene. She mentions the Environmental Protection Authority is underfunded and underresourced which should not be the case 
considering the money in the industry. 
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ABC Ballarat, Statewide Drive, 07/08/17, Nicole Chvastek, Interview with Nicole Asher, Reporter, ABC, about the Hazelwood 
mine fire hearing. Chvastek says the committal hearing into pollution charges against the operators of Victoria's Hazelwood mine 
fire has begun which is expected to last three weeks. Nicole Asher, Reporter, ABC, says the EPA is prosecuting the four 
companies in charge of the mine in 2014, Australian Power Partners, Nation Power Australia Investment, Hazelwood Churchill and 
Hazelwood Pacific. Asher says they're accused of causing pollution to the atmosphere as a result of the mine fire. Asher says 
they've heard from three witnesses so far, including Simon Ellis an asthmatic who was hospitalised after the fire and whose 
daughter suffered nose bleeds because of the fire. Asher says witnesses will be giving evidence and the magistrate will decide 
whether there's enough evidence to send them to trial. 

 
 
 
 
 
Management and Public Service 
 
 
 

Facebook fine for positive comments: cry of double standards over public service code 
The Australian, General News, 08/08/17, Ewin Hannan, page 4 

 

Federal public servants have been told by the government they can make 'positive comment' on social media about the 
government, as a prominent workplace lawyer said restrictions on employees criticising the Coalition were hamfisted and legally 
questionable. New guidance for social media use by public servants, revealed in The Australian yesterday, warns employees risk 
disciplinary action for 'liking' anti-government posts or privately emailing negative material to a friend at home. It says public 
servants could be in breach of the public service code of conduct if they do not remove "nasty comments" about the government 
posted by others on the employee's Facebook page. While telling public servants that criticising the work or administration of their 
agency was "almost always going to be seen as a breach of the code", the guidance says: "This doesn't stop you making a positive 
comment on social media about your agency, or using social media to explain the policy and services that it delivers." University of 
Adelaide law professor Andrew Stewart said the apparent lack of even-handedness was "getting into very dangerous territory for 
the government". "That's beginning to look like you are supposed to be above politics unless you are praising us," Professor 
Stewart said. "The idea that you can't intervene in political matters unless you are praising the government of the day seems to me 
to be highly questionable." He said he believed it was an "overreach" legally for the government to warn employees they could be 
in breach of the code if they do not remove negative comments about the government made by others on their social media pages. 
He said the guidance in relation to private emails sent by public servants to friends was also "legally questionable". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384636 

 

 
Anger over social media guidelines 
Canberra Times, General News, 08/08/17, Thomas McIlroy, page 3 

 

Labor has called on the Coalition to explain new guidelines for the use of social media by public servants, warning disciplinary 
action over private communication or posts by family and friends is unfair. The public sector union and the Greens called a social 
media guidance released by the Australian Public Service Commission on Monday "overreach" and called for government 
employees to be allowed to participate in normal democratic debate. Commission boss John Lloyd said the 3200-word guidance 
was no more restrictive than existing rules and was designed to clarify what public servants could and could not say online. 
Opposition employment spokesman Brendan O'Connor and shadow special minister of state Don Farrell said it was reasonable to 
expect public servants to work within the existing APS Code of Conduct, but threatening them with serious consequences for not 
deleting social media posts by others represented "a step too far". "This totalitarian crackdown does not belong in an Australian 
Public Service Commission guide," they said. Under the guidance, liking, reposting and sharing social media content may breach 
employment conditions, while public servants are warned not taking sensible action about objectionable material posted by 
someone else can be seen as endorsement. It bans anonymous posts criticising the government, including using a pseudonym, 
reminding public servants they can be traced through their digital footprint or via a "dob-in" to their department. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384638 

Also displayed on the Canberra Times website 
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Concerns over APS social media guidance 
Canberra Times, Editorials, 08/08/17, page 14 

 

If the politicians who oversee Canberra's public service workforce had to comply with a new social media dictate about public 
comments, Treasurer Scott Morrison would be the first person in trouble. The guide on making comments through social media 
channels, issued by Public Service Commission boss John Lloyd on Monday, says "liking" a post on Facebook or Twitter "will 
generally be taken to be an endorsement of that material as though you'd created that material yourself". On two recent occasions, 
Mr Morrison has raised eyebrows after his Twitter account was seen liking problematic posts, including one critical of government 
budget cuts. In April last year, he said the account had been hacked after it liked a post calling for Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
to get tough with China on the sensitive issue of human rights. In July, the same account liked a post from Labor demanding Mr 
Morrison and Financial Services Minister Kelly O'Dwyer provide more funding for the Tax Office to sort out its repeated IT 
meltdowns. Hardly an endorsement. News of the new social media guidance quickly prompted criticism from the unions, the 
opposition, the Greens, workplace law experts and online advocacy group Digital Rights Watch. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384640 

Also displayed on the WA Today website 

 

 
Anger at new ruling that 2m public servants who like Facebook posts or send private emails criticising the government 
could be sacked 
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 07/08/17, Kirby Spencer  

 

Public sector employees who like social media posts that criticise Australian government policy could lose their jobs.  Under a new 
policy, which came into effect Monday, employees now face disciplinary action for 'liking' or failing to delete anti-government posts. 
The social media policy affects posts on sites like Facebook made outside work time as well as private emails made from home. 
Documents obtained by The Australian show public employees who share content against policy or fail to delete 'nasty comments' 
on their social media could be impacted. The mere act of 'liking' a post could be seen as an endorsement and now breach 
the  Australian Public Service Commission's policy. Those posting anonymously or under a pseudonym could also face 
punishment. Nearly two million people in government sector jobs could be affected by the new rules, which have been slammed by 
the Community and Public Sector Union. 'It's completely unreasonable for a worker to face disciplinary action over a private email 
or something as benign as "liking" a social media post,' National Secretary Nadine Flood said. 'The notion that the mum of a gay 
son who happens to work in Centrelink can't like a Facebook post on marriage equality without endangering her job is patently 
absurd.'   

 

Read Item: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4766648/Employees-lose-jobs-liking-Facebook-posts.html 

 

 
Facebook liking anti-government posts banned under new public service policy 
ABC Online, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Checking Facebook and liking a post critical of the Government could be enough to see public servants facing disciplinary action, 
under new guidelines that also say employees may be held accountable for comments other people make on their Facebook 
pages. The Australian Public Service Commission's social media guidelines were updated this morning, reinforcing the 
requirement that public servants appear impartial in their roles. The rules give particular weight to public servants criticising their 
own departments, but their coverage of sending private emails, liking Facebook posts, and failure to delete posts made by other 
people have sparked the ire of the public sector union. A frequently asked questions section of the page outlined the breadth of the 
updated guidelines. "If you 'like' something on a social media platform, it will generally be taken to be an endorsement of that 
material as though you'd created that material yourself," it reads. "'Sharing' a post has much the same effect. "Doing nothing about 
objectionable material that someone else has posted on your page can reasonably be seen in some circumstances as your 
endorsement of that material." The guidelines also state criticising parliamentarians on both sides of the aisle could also breach the 
code. "Criticising your minister, or the prime minister, is just as risky as criticising your agency," the policies say. "Equally, criticising 
your shadow minister, the leader of the Opposition, or the relevant spokesperson from minor parties, is also likely to raise concerns 
about your impartiality." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-07/facebook-liking-anti-government-posts-could-cost-public-
service/8780660 
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Public servants warned against liking anti-government social media posts 
Yahoo! UK & Ireland, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Public servants are being warned that liking and sharing social media posts could put them in breach of their code of conduct and 
they may even be required to police anti-government messages posted by their friends. The Community and Public Sector Union 
has argued that the new guidance, released by the Australian Public Service Commission (APSC) on Monday, represents an 
absurd restriction on members’ rights to participate in democracy. The APSC guidance notes that the public service code of 
conduct “operates to limit” the right to freedom of speech in common law. The most dangerous social media posts are those 
criticising a public servant’s minister, current or previous agency but anything that might lead a “reasonable person to conclude that 
[a public servant] cannot serve the government of the day impartially and professionally” is a breach of policy. “What you say in 
your own time on social media can affect that confidence and the reputation of your agency and of the APS,” it warned. The 
guidance warns that “liking” something on social media “will generally be taken to be an endorsement of that material as though 
you’d created that material yourself” and sharing a post “has much the same effect”. It suggests public servants explicitly say if 
they have posted material because they disagree with it, warning applying an “angry face icon” may not be sufficient to explain. If 
other social media users make “nasty comments” on a public servant’s posts, “doing nothing about objectionable material” could 
reasonably be interpreted as endorsement, the guidance said. “If someone does post material of this kind, it may be sensible to 
delete it or make it plain that you don’t agree with it or support it.” The guidance warns public servants they could be in breach 
even if their social media accounts, such as Facebook, are set to private, or contain disclaimers that the views expressed are not 
those of their employer. 

 

Read Item: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/public-servants-warned-against-liking-022445196.html 

 

 
Public servants face tough new social media rules 
NEWS.com.au, Other, 07/08/17, Frank Chung 

 

Public servants who “like” or share a Facebook post critical of the government could find themselves in hot water — even if they 
select the “angry face” reaction. Government employees could also be in breach of the public service code of conduct for material 
they send in a private email, or for failing to remove “nasty comments” posted by other people to their social media pages. The new 
social media guidelines, published on Monday by the Australian Public Service Commission, reinforce that while APS employees 
“have the right to participate in public and political debate”, it is “not an unlimited right”. “If you ‘like’ something on a social media 
platform, it will generally be taken to be an endorsement of that material as though you’d created that material yourself,” the 
guidelines read. “‘Sharing’ a post has much the same effect. However, if you’re sharing something because you disagree with it 
and want to draw it someone else’s attention, make sure that you make that clear at the time in a way that doesn’t breach the Code 
itself. It may not be enough to select the ‘angry face’ icon, especially if you’re one of thousands that have done so.” In the case of a 
private email to a friend, the guidelines state that there is “nothing to stop your friend taking a screenshot of that email, including 
your personal details, and sending it to other people or posting it all over the internet”. “Again, the breach of the Code is not in their 
subsequent publication of your material, but in your emailing that material in the first place,” it says. “In fact, there’s nothing to stop 
your friend from forwarding your email directly to your employer and reporting your behaviour.” And for “nasty comments made by 
someone else on my social media pages”, the guidelines state that “doing nothing about objectionable material that someone else 
has posted on your page can reasonably be seen in some circumstances as your endorsement of that material”. 

 

Read Item: http://www.news.com.au/finance/work/at-work/public-servants-face-tough-new-social-media-rules/news-
story/db2893503fa0cb7997f9e066936c322c 

 

 
Public servants warned against liking anti-government social media posts 
Guardian Australia, Other, 07/08/17, Paul Karp 

 

Public servants are being warned that liking and sharing social media posts could put them in breach of their code of conduct and 
they may even be required to police anti-government messages posted by their friends. The Community and Public Sector Union 
has argued that the new guidance, released by the Australian Public Service Commission (APSC) on Monday, represents an 
absurd restriction on members’ rights to participate in democracy. The APSC guidance notes that the public service code of 
conduct “operates to limit” the right to freedom of speech in common law. The most dangerous social media posts are those 
criticising a public servant’s minister, current or previous agency but anything that might lead a “reasonable person to conclude that 
[a public servant] cannot serve the government of the day impartially and professionally” is a breach of policy. “What you say in 
your own time on social media can affect that confidence and the reputation of your agency and of the APS,” it warned. The 
guidance warns that “liking” something on social media “will generally be taken to be an endorsement of that material as though 
you’d created that material yourself” and sharing a post “has same effect”. It suggests public servants explicitly say if 
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they have posted material because they disagree with it, warning applying an “angry face icon” may not be sufficient to explain. If 
other social media users make “nasty comments” on a public servant’s posts, “doing nothing about objectionable material” could 
reasonably be interpreted as endorsement, the guidance said. “If someone does post material of this kind, it may be sensible to 
delete it or make it plain that you don’t agree with it or support it.” 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/aug/07/public-servants-warned-against-liking-anti-
government-social-media-posts 

 

 
New public service social media policy is 'overreach': union boss Nadine Flood 
Brisbane Times, Other, 07/08/17, Tom McIlroy 

 

Public servants could breach tough new social media rules if they criticise the government by 'liking' posts on Facebook or Twitter 
or by sharing negative information or comments in private emails. The public sector union and Labor have called a new social 
media guidance released by the Australian Public Service Commission on Monday "overreach", warning government employees 
should be allowed to participate in normal democratic debate. The Greens said the move was like something from US President 
Donald Trump's playbook, saying they'd seek to block any changes.  The new rules warn public servants don't have unlimited 
rights of free speech, including warning against breaches of the Public Service Code of Conduct through criticising departments, 
the government and opposition or through expressing negative views on government policies. Liking, reposting and sharing social 
media content or even selecting Facebook's "angry face" icon could breach employment conditions, while not taking sensible 
action about objectionable material posted by someone else could be seen as endorsement. The rules ban anonymous posts 
criticising the government, including using a pseudonym, reminding public servants they can be traced through their digital footprint 
or via a "dob-in" to their department. They call for nuanced and thoughtful language, instead of blunt or inflammatory comments. 
Criticism of any person, including current or former colleagues, could breach rules requiring respect and courtesy and could be 
seen as harassment. 

 

Read Item: http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/public-service/new-public-service-social-media-policy-is-overreach-
union-boss-nadine-flood-20170806-gxqjyq.html 

 
 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 
 

 
CSG worries studied 
greencareer.net.au, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

Experts have assessed the level of community concern about coal seam gas in Queensland. Research from the University of 
Queensland has revealed the key concerns local residents have on the impact of coal seam gas (CSG) developments in their area. 
The study was based on interviews, focus groups and workshops in three local government areas in regional Queensland, and 
found that people are concerned about their social and community networks, broader socio-economic, cultural and environmental 
conditions, and individual lifestyle factors such as drug taking, alcohol and anti-social behaviour. The number of CSG 
developments continues to increase in Queensland and a better understanding of their impact may inform health service planning 
in regions affected by CSG development and provide the mining sector in Queensland with evidence from which to develop social 
responsibility programs that more accurately reflect the needs of the community. Specific concerns raised by people within the 
local communities in regions with CSG developments included: an increase in fast food outlets and liquor stores to cater for the 
CSG workforce having a negative impact on the health of the local community; an increased demand on public services and 
unemployment following the ‘boom’ period; workers with expendable living in the area temporarily were associated with anti-social 
behaviour in the community; the environmental effects of drilling and mining on the local water supply and fishing; the increased 
noise pollution and traffic caused by an influx of workers; an increase in shift workers and the impact this has on people’s mental 
health (shift workers often feel more isolated and struggle to integrate into a community); an increase in drug taking and alcohol 
abuse which were linked to increases in local crime. The study only covered negative impacts, and so the list of concerns should 
be taken in context with the positive contributions made by CSG developments. 

 

Read Item: http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/csg-worries-studied 

 
 
Whales 
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ABC News, News Afternoons, 07/08/17, Kumi Taguchi, Pre-recorded interview with NSW Wildlife Officer, Hannah Lloyd. There 
has been a massive increase in the number of humpback whales migrating north along the east coast. Volunteer whale watchers 
have tallied thousands of whales in this year's count. Lloyd says it is a huge boost for conservation, but humpback whales are still 
a threatened species. Lloyd says humpback whales are a huge conservation success story and since the end of commercial 
whaling the reduction on the population has allowed the species to start recovering. Lloyd says there are distance regulations for 
spotting humpbacks. 

 
 
 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

Party backs fishermen's seal stance 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 08/08/17, Helen Kempton, page 8 

 

Frustrated Tasmanian fishermen have been backed by the Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party in their call for seal relocations 
from southern fish farms to their fishing grounds to stop. The Mercury reported last month that increasingly aggressive seals were 
charging at fishing boats, destroying nets and taking fishermen's catches along the coastal strip from Rocky Cape to Devonport. 
Salmon producer Tassal relocated more than 1680 seals from its southern farms last financial year. Tassal yesterday said it had 
met multiple stakeholders in recent weeks regarding seal relocations and understood the frustrations bring expressed. "Tassal has 
a long history of transparently reporting seal relocation numbers, however, recognises the importance of reducing these numbers, 
while also ensuring the safety of employees, fish stock and seals," the company said. "Tassal met concerned fishermen in the 
North-West last week and is committed to addressing their concerns and working together on a solution." The company said it was 
investing millions in new ocean sanctuary enclosures that ensured greater protection of wildlife from negative interactions, 
particularly seals. "These pens have so far demonstrated that they are seal-proof, with zero breaches to date, and are being rolled 
out as quickly as they can be constructed across high seal population locations and all new locations." Tassal said it expected to 
see a significant drop in the number of seal relocations. The Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party said there was "widespread 
community concern" over the issue. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384642 

 
 
 
Heritage 
 
 

 
National Heritage Listed Qantas Hangar turns 95 
longreachplusmore.com.au, Other, 07/08/17, None 

 

On 18 August 2017, the National Heritage Listed Qantas Hangar in Longreach, the iconic centre of the Qantas Founders Museum 
and where Qantas began its early operations, will celebrate its 95th birthday and the event won't go unnoticed at the QANTAS 
Museum. On Friday 18 August 2017 at 10.30am Qantas Founders Museum will host a FREE morning tea to celebrate the 95th 
birthday and all are welcome to attend. Qantas Founders Museum Curator Tom Harwood said the Qantas Hangar provides great 
insight to how basic and tough conditions were for early Australian airlines and aviators. “Qantas Founders Museum has restored 
the National Heritage Listed Qantas Hangar to reflect what it would have looked like when Qantas was operating in the building in 
the 1920s, with original workshops and machinery, replica aircraft of those built by Qantas and of course the hot, dusty conditions.” 
“As far as we know the National Heritage Listed Qantas Hangar is the oldest civil aviation building in Australia and on this 
building’s birthday we should celebrate its history and how fortunate we are to still have it,” Mr Harwood said. In February 1922, 
Qantas Airways, a fledgling airline at the time, won the airmail contract from Charleville to Cloncurry and decided to build a series 
of more permanent aircraft hangars. The first hangar to be completed, in August 1922, was in Longreach, making the National 
Heritage Listed Qantas Hangar 95 years old this year. The Longreach Qantas Hangar was added to the National Heritage List in 
2009 and is recognized as one of the oldest surviving buildings associated with Qantas and early civil aviation. This simple 
galvanized iron clad building has links with iconic figures in Australia’s history including the founders of Qantas Airways and the 
Reverend John Flynn who established the Royal Flying Doctor Service. It is also where Qantas built its own aircraft between 1926 
and 1929, one of the few airlines do so. 
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Read Item: http://longreachplusmore.com.au/national-heritage-listed-qantas-hangar-turns-95/ 

Marine 

The curious case of the flesh-eating sea critters 
Age, General News, 08/08/17, Carolyn Webb Ebony Bowden, page 10 

News of a teenage boy's legs being treated as dinner by flesh-eating sea critters as he took a dip at a Melbourne beach has 
brought back all-too-vivid memories of the feeding frenzy in 1970s flick Piranha. Social media and radio talkback was awash on 
Monday with members of the public vowing never to swim in the sea again after 16-year-old Sam Kanizay emerged from a dip at 
Brighton beach on Saturday night with his lower legs covered in blood and tiny bite marks. Sam continued to bleed so profusely 
from the pinprick size holes in his legs that his father rushed him to hospital, where his bizarre case puzzled doctors. He was still in 
hospital on Monday night. St Kilda Football Club told its players to avoid bathing at Brighton beach after the incident. Saints 
midfielder Koby Stevens joked that "I've still got my feet today" because "the whole group got the message of the young bloke who 
nearly had his feet eaten off down at the beach". On Monday afternoon, Museums Victoria helped shed light on the incident. It 
confirmed [the queasy can stop reading this sentence now] that, yes, tiny flesh-eating creatures were probably behind the attack. 
Museum marine scientist Dr Genefor Walker-Smith has examined specimens collected by Sam's father, Jarrod Kanizay - using 
bites of meat as lures - at Brighton on Sunday night, and said the creatures were sea fleas, not sea lice as first thought. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx950384644 

Daily Briefings include copyright material provided under licence and are strictly for internal client use only. 
Recipients of Daily Briefings must be covered by an appropriate Copyright Agency licence. Daily Briefings 
must not be provided to any third party by any means for any purpose, including sharing links to articles by 
email or social media. For more information contact copyright@isentia.com ©2017 Isentia Group Limited. 
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chairman of Esperance Professional Fisherman's Association and Mark Payne, an abalone diver who has worked with the 
Fisheries Department and CSIRO. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0de949549212 

 

Minister Frydenberg – Other Coverage 

 

Donald Trump's environment boss Scott Pruitt heading to Australia 
huffingtonpost.com.au, Other, 05/08/17, Andrew Greene 

 

A climate science critic and one of the most controversial figures in the Trump administration will soon tour Australia in a visit 
environmental activists are likely to target with protests. Lawyer Scott Pruitt was last year handpicked by Donald Trump to head the 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Critics accuse the former Oklahoma attorney-general of trying to weaken the EPA 
since assuming his role as administrator in February. The ABC has confirmed the Republican politician is scheduled to fly to 
Australia this year, joining other Trump administration figures who have already made the journey, including Vice-President Mike 
Pence, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Secretary of Defence James Mattis. […] In April, Environment Minister Josh 
Frydenberg met Mr Pruitt as well as US Energy Secretary Rick Perry during a visit to Washington. "We discussed important energy 
and environment issues of mutual interest to Australia and the United States," Mr Frydenberg said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/05/08/trumps-controversial-environment-boss-scott-pruitt-is-heading-
t a 23065978/ 

 

 

ABC News, ABC News - 12:00 (Weekend), 05/08/17, Fauziah Ybrahim Interview with Andrew Greene, National Security and 
Defence Reporter. Scott Pruitt, one of the most controversial figures in the Trump administration, will soon tour Australia in a visit 
that is likely to be targeted by environmental activists. He says earlier this year, Josh Frydenberg, Minister for Environment, met 
Pruitt in a visit to Washington.  He says Liberal MP Craig Kelly is one of Pruitt and One Nation senator Malcolm Roberts is keen to 
hear from Pruitt. 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 

What a waste: our growing dumps 
Sunday Age, General News, 06/08/17, Adam Carey, page 6 
 

Decaying food that emits greenhouse gases as it rots; shredded old cars and white goods that can't be recycled; vast quantities of 
construction spoil; discarded televisions and computers that if mishandled could leach harmful chemicals into the environment. 
This is the stuff Victoria's mountains of landfill are made of, and it's growing by hundreds of thousands of tonnes a year, mostly at a 
handful of mega-tips on Melbourne's urban fringe. Victorians produced 12.8 million tonnes of rubbish in 2015-16, a new report by 
government agency Sustainability Victoria shows, and are projected to generate more than 20 million tonnes of waste each year by 
2043. On that projection, the giant waste pile will grow by about 240,000 tonnes a year. It's growing even though Victorians are 
producing slightly less waste per person than 10 years ago. Sustainability Victoria estimates it will cost between $3.6 billion and $5 
billion in the next 30 years to manage the increase in waste and improve the state's recycling regime so that less rubbish goes to 
landfill. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0de949549214 

 

 
Wild dog control 'critical' 
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Kalgoorlie Miner, General News, 05/08/17, Zach Relph, page 11 

 

A pastoral conservation body says it is critical the State Government adopts Queensland's approach to wild dog fencing to ensure 
WA's sheep and wool industry is protected from ravaging predators. On Sunday, Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk 
announced her $31.2 million cluster-fencing program had helped lambing rates soar from 20 to 90 per cent in the past two years. 
Ms Palaszczuk said the program had increased Queensland's sheep flock by 213,000 head, to hopefully generate "45 full-time 
jobs worth $2.5 million" a year. Following the announcement, Goldfields Nullarbor Rangelands Biosecurity Association executive 
officer Ross Wood questioned if Premier Mark McGowan was committed to protecting WA's pastoral stocks. Mr Wood, who is also 
the Kalgoorlie Pastoral Alliance executive officer, said the WA State Government had remained non-committal on whether it would 
fund the proposed State Barrier Fence Esperance extension. The former Barnett Government had pledged to extend the wild dog 
fence from its endpoint near Ravensthorpe north around Salmon Gums to east of Esperance, near Cape Arid National Park. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mw949549216 

 

 
Crazy battle spreads far 
Weekend Post, General News, 05/08/17, page 21 

 

An environmental taskforce deployed into Far Northern rainforests to destroy yellow crazy ants has treated 125 hectares of 
infested areas. The large crew of 35 people, comprised of local natural resource management personnel, covered farm lands and 
forested areas including small pockets of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, south of Cairns. The team will continue treatment 
in residential areas over the next few weeks. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mw949549218 

 

 
Concern at night kill claim 
Weekend Post, General News, 05/08/17, Daniel Bateman, page 24 

 

Dive operators fear a move to try to eradicate Crown-of-Thorns starfish at night for more successful control of the coral-consuming 
predators will endanger lives. An international team of researchers monitoring the thorny starfish say reef surveys and eradication 
efforts are likely to miss the naturally-occurring pests, which are more active a night. The US-led study, published in the latest 
journal of the Royal Society for Open Science, says that, because surveys and campaigns to control the animals occurred during 
the day, a majority of the animals were missed because they hide in reefs. "Performing these actions at night should lead to better 
results and therefore improved protection of coral reefs," the scientists said. Crown-of-Thorns starfish, which are naturally occurring 
marine creatures, have been responsible for 42 per cent of coral decline on the Great Barrier Reef. Plague proportions of the 
starfish, however, have been linked to water pollution. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mw949549220  

 
 
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 

 

 
Far better covered and not playing with danger 

Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 06/08/17, Tim Williams, page 16 

 

Schools are being urged to slip, slop, slap, seek and slide despite the best part of a month of winter remaining. The Cancer Council 
says UV levels rise from August onwards, putting students and staff at risk of skin damage. As the Sunday Mail revealed in 
January, this year every public school must have sun protection policies in place for terms 1, 3, and 4, plus any other day the UV 
radiation level is three or higher. The Education Department did not make hats mandatory but provided schools with the Cancer 
Council's SunSmart guides, which say students and staff should wear hats "whenever they are outside". Gilles Street Primary 
principal Gyllian Godfrey said her school community was initially reticent about enforcing hat-wearing in August, but some research 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



into Bureau of Meteorology UV records proved convincing. "(We) unexpectedly discovered that there were more days in August 
where the UV level peaked at three or higher than not," Ms Godfrey said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mw949549222 

 

 
Cloud hangs over BoM staff 
Townsville Bulletin, General News, 05/08/17, Rachel Riley, page 9 

 

The Bureau of Meteorology has refused to confirm whether Townsville weather forecasters will be redeployed or made redundant 
when the office is fully automated within the next two years. The news has angered Mayor Jenny Hill who claims a large part of the 
city may have been evacuated during Cyclone Debbie, if not for the advice of BoM staff on the ground in Townsville. BoM 
confirmed to The Bulletin in February last year Townsville would "remain unaffected" by changes associated with its 24 regional 
offices being "de-staffed". The Federal Government department confirmed this week it had eight operational staff currently 
employed in Townsville, including the three forecasters, with one technical officer taking a redundancy in June last year. A BoM 
spokeswoman said there were no changes to the Townsville operation expected over the next 12 months but confirmed some work 
would shift to Cairns. "Non-forecaster staff may elect to relocate to other Bureau offices ahead of full automation of observation 
functions," she said, "The Bureau of Meteorology remains on schedule to automate observations at the Townsville field station in 
2018-19. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949549224 

 
 
Climate Change 
 
 

Enjoy it while you can, it's all downhill 
Sun Herald, General News, 06/08/17, Peter Hannam, page 16 

 

Australia's ski resorts face the prospect of a long downhill run as a warming climate reduces snow depth, cover and duration. The 
industry's ability to create artificial snow will also be challenged, scientists say. Resorts are also going to become more reliant on 
big snow dumps such as this weekend's blizzard after a poor start to the season - as the frequency of smaller, top-up snowfalls 
diminish. A snow retreat has been observed for half a century, with rising temperatures rather than reduced precipitation to blame, 
according to a CSIRO-Bureau of Meteorology report. Under high greenhouse gas emissions pathway, snow at lower elevation 
sites such as Mount Buffalo could all but disappear by 2050. Warming springs have led to stark impacts at the end of the ski 
season. Early October snow depths fell 30 per cent in 2000-13 compared with 1954-99, a separate study in 2015 found. Snow is a 
"threshold variable". A slight temperature rise can turn snowflakes into rain that washes away, rather than adds to, snow cover. 
That's why all climate projections point in one direction, says Tom Remenyi, a researcher at the Antarctic Climate & Ecosystems 
Cooperative Research Centre. It's both "encouraging and terrifying" that observations match models, giving researchers 
confidence in their bleak predictions, he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949549226 

Also appears in the Sunday Canberra Times.  

 

 
Big changes in big places 
Sunday Examiner, General News, 06/08/17, page 21 

 

This year as part of National Science Week, UTAS will be hosting a public panel discussion on August 16. The panel will be 
presented by Tasmanian-based scientists on how global climate problems impact us locally. In this lecture and panel discussion, 
three local scientists will engage the public with facts, videos and images regarding their own research on big ocean and ice 
changes. After three short talks, the Master of Ceremonies, Dr Tas van Ommen from the Australian Antarctic Division, will lead a 
Q&A session. Dr Stephanie Downes, physical oceanographer at the Antarctic Climate & Ecosystems CRC, will begin the evening 
with a talk on the timescales on which the oceans and atmosphere circulate. She will detail how & why the big climate changes we 
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see and hear about (increasing carbon dioxide, air pollution, global warming, sea level rise) are not uniformly spread around the 
global ocean and continents. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949549230 

 
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
 
 

Cable car water worry 
Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 06/08/17, David Beniuk, page 3 

 

Hobart's water supply could be threatened by geotechnical testing for a cable car on kunanyi/Mt Wellington, a council submission 
on new laws to speed up the project has argued. A Hobart City Council submission on the State Government's cable car draft Bill 
raises a raft of concerns, including the environmental impact of site assessments. The Hodgman Government legislation will allow 
the Mt Wellington Cableway Company (MWCC) access for testing without the consent of the landowning council. "Any activity 
within Wellington Park has the potential to have an impact upon natural and cultural values, and the council's assets, within the 
reserve," the submission says. "Further, given kunanyi/Mt Wellington contributes up to 25 per cent of the city's water into 
TasWater's networks, it is not clear how any impacts of geotechnical testing in the water catchment will be managed." The Bill will 
allow cable car proponent Adrian Bold to submit a development application without council's consent and paves the way for the 
State Government to compulsorily acquire the land for the project. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949549232 

 

 
Murray River to Broken Hill water pipeline not needed, Flinders University research says 
ABC Online, Other, 05/08/17,  

 

A proposed 270 kilometre water pipeline to Broken Hill from the Murray River is not needed, scientists have said, because cheap 
and plentiful groundwater is available. The $500 million project has been proposed by the New South Wales Government as the 
best way to solve the regional NSW city's water challenges. But the councils at Broken Hill and Wentworth in western NSW, 
Mildura in north-west Victoria, and the South Australian Government are wary of the plan. Concerns about water management in 
the Murray-Darling Basin have been in the spotlight again after ABC Four Corners reporting of the issue. Hydrogeologists said they 
were convinced there was a large fresh groundwater resource in the Darling River floodplain, near Menindee in the NSW far west. 
"The NSW Government says it wants to drought-proof Broken Hill, yet so far it appears to be ignoring the best available science," 
Professor Craig Simmons from the National Centre for Groundwater Research and Training said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-05/murray-river-to-broken-hill-water-pipeline-not-needed-
scientists/8776532 

 
 
Energy 
 
 

Light-bulb moment on power switch yet to happen 
Sun Herald, Extra, 06/08/17, Peter Martin, page 29 

 

There's this joke, told against economists. Two of them are walking down the street. One points, and says: "Hey look, there's a $20 
note on the footpath." The other replies: "Impossible. If there was, someone would have picked it up by now." Boom tish. My 
favourite is about a can opener. And there's another one about sheep. But we'll leave them for another day. What I'm getting at is 
that the joke against economists is actually a joke against us, about half of us. Newgate Research has come up with the numbers 
in a paper prepared for the Australian Energy Market Commission, quoted by the Prime Minister in his letter to electricity bosses; 
the one summoning them to a crisis meeting in Canberra on Wednesday. Roughly half of us haven't switched electricity suppliers RELE
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in the past five years, and a good many have never switched. The letter says they are leaving on the table (or on the ground) 
savings of up to $830 a year in Victoria and $1400 in NSW. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ry949549234  

Also appears in the Sunday Age and Sunday Canberra Times.  

 

 
Electricity industry demands a target 
Burnie Advocate, General News, 05/08/17, page 17 

 

Electricity companies have welcomed the prime minister's invitation to talks on power bills next week, but say the best fix is being 
ignored by the government. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has summoned seven electricity chiefs and their industry body to a 
meeting in Canberra on Wednesday. The government has adopted all but one recommendation of the recent Finkel review into the 
electricity system - a clean energy target. But Australian Energy Council chief Matthew Warren says that's precisely what is 
needed. "A bipartisan, national clean energy target remains the key reform to drive new investment and bring down electricity 
prices," he said on Friday. Mr Warren said recent power price rises were the result of old generators closing and the lack of a 
consistent plan as to how to replace them. Mr Turnbull, in his meeting invitation letter, said power price rises had put serious strain 
on Australian households and businesses. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949549240 

 

 
Summit tackles energy issues 
Toowoomba Chronicle, General News, 05/08/17, page 27 

 

Coal, gas and renewable energy leaders joined local, state and federal politicians for Toowoomba and Surat Basin Enterprise's 
National Energy Summit recently. TSBE executive chairman Shane Charles said the inaugural National Energy Summit addressed 
issues in relation to policy development and chart a roadmap for a sustainable energy future for Australia. "Energy supply and use 
in Australia is continually changing," he wrote in the summit program. "We are seeing energy production becoming increasingly 
export-oriented and our importance as a global energy supplier grow. "Australians are using energy more productively as new 
technologies are being implemented and as our economy evolves. "With approximately 86 per cent of our electricity generated 
from fossil fuels (73 per cent from coal and 13 per cent from natural gas) and 14 per cent from renewable sources, it is clear that a 
balance of energy is required for our country to prosper." The summit was held at Blank Space, The Mills Precinct and at USQ 
Artsworx. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949549242 

 

 
Tick for nation's biggest project 
Toowoomba Chronicle, General News, 05/08/17, Tara Miko, page 7 

 

One of the world's largest solar projects has been approved in Toowoomba's backyard. The 1000 megawatt Equis Energy solar 
farm will cover 1424 hectares and generate about 600 jobs during construction on the land about 12km south-west of Wandoan. 
The $2 billion project is the biggest solar farm to be approved in Australia, and ranks as one of the largest in the world, according 
to Western Downs Regional Council Mayor Paul McVeigh. It's a major boon for the town of Wandoan with construction work 
expected to begin in the next 12 months and be staggered over three years. "It's a $2b construction cost and of that we expect at 
least 50 per cent of that to be invested in the local community," Cr McVeigh said. "This 1000MW farm is definitely the largest in 
Australia that is approved at this stage and potentially one of the largest in the world. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949549244 

 

 
Advances on energy 
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Gladstone Observer, General News, 05/08/17, page 4 

 

When shadow federal treasurer Chris Bowen arrived in Rockhampton on Tuesday, little did he expect the consequential chain of 
events that would take place, potentially breaking the stalemate over Australia's energy future. That may be the result after Mr 
Bowen and Treasurer Scott Morrison both expressed a desire to 'meet in the middle' to deliver national certainty on energy policy. 
"Arguably our most important task in the coming year is delivering a fair outcome on energy policy that puts downward pressure on 
electricity prices," Mr Morrison said after hearing Labor's peace offer. The potential breakthrough started with an interview with Mr 
Bowen at the Bulletin's office on Tuesday. Mr Bowen had heard many tales from families and businesses burdened by the high 
price of electricity. He said because 75% of electricity generation in Australia was coming to the end of its natural life and needed 
to be replaced over the next 15 years, it was creating a huge problem. "The most efficient, quickest replacement has to be brought 
online and at the moment there's just no policy certainty," Mr Bowen said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wb949549246 

 

 
Coal-fired versus solar debate rages on 
Townsville Bulletin, General News, 05/08/17, Tony Raggatt, page 43 

 

I had the temerity to suggest solar is cheaper to build than coal-fired power. I've had some feedback. One person said people who 
believe renewable power can be produced at a cheaper cost than coal-fired power are fooling themselves to the detriment of the 
consumer. Another said I was un-Australian. Well, I'm not much of a mathematician but let's do the sums. As I quoted last week, 
the Minerals Council of Australia have provided figures showing a 1000MW High Efficiency Low Emissions coal-fired power station 
can be built for $2.2 billion. Some people say the real figure is closer to $3 billion but I'll put that argument to one side. The other 
piece of information I quoted was that the owners of Sun Metals zinc refinery are building a 125MW solar farm at Stuart for $200 
million. Hopefully, it will be cheaper than that because the refinery's solar project manager says the farm is expected to be the 
lowest capital cost solar project in Australia with a price of $1.35 per watt. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wb949549248 

 

 
Renewable electricity cops blame 
Townsville Bulletin, General News, 05/08/17, page 3 

 

Queenslanders are blaming renewable energy for surging power prices. Most Queenslanders have also backed a proposal for a 
new coal-fired power station in the North to help drive economic opportunities and bring down prices. The findings from a new 
Galaxy Poll are a bitter blow for the Palaszczuk Government, which has hotly pursued a 50 per cent renewable energy target and 
condemned the costs of new coal-fired power. Queensland's standard electricity tariff has surged from 14c per kWh with a $5.40 a 
month service fee to almost 26c per kWh and 87c a day over the past decade. A typical Queensland customer will pay almost 
$2000 for power in 2017-18 while small businesses will pay $2550 after rises of 3.3 per cent and 4.1 per cent respectively. The 
Galaxy Poll found 47 per cent of voters believed renewable energy was driving up their prices, while just 14 per cent thought solar, 
wind and other sources were keeping costs down. It found 28 per cent believed renewables were having no impact. One in three of 
Labor's own supporters were critical of renewables. Opposition was strongest at 62 per cent among One Nation voters. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wb949549250 

 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 

Gas boss slams new mechanism 
Gladstone Observer, General News, 05/08/17, page 5 

 

The GLNG site's Australian boss is calling on the Federal Government to rethink its new gas policy, labelling it 'reactive politics'. As 
it stands, the Australian Domestic Gas Supply Mechanism could invoke export controls on shipments from the Santos GLNG site - 
the only Curtis Island LNG exporter which uses third party gas to fill international contracts. The policy was announced earlier this 
year following months of discussions on high domestic gas prices and a reported looming gas shortage. Santos chief executive 
Kevin Gallagher said an increase in supply and demand, high transportation costs and the global oil price rising were the perfect 
storm to drive up domestic energy prices. Openly sharing his distaste for the new policy at an energy forum this week, he said the 
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policy was not a long-term solution. "The ADGSM is clearly not a long-term solution to high domestic gas pricing, nor is it the 
substitute for a properly developed national gas plan," he said at the Committee for Economic Development of Australia energy 
forum this week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0wb949549252 

 

 
Whales 
 

 
 
Killer whales: New research hopes to shed light on elusive predators 
ABC Online, Other, 05/08/17,  

 

Killer whales, or orcas, are fast, fearsome predators, but comparatively little is known about the species. Earlier this month a rare 
recording of the vocalisations of killer whales was recorded off the east coast of Tasmania. "To date there are very, very few 
recordings of killer whale vocalisations across Australia, certainly fewer than 20 recordings," said David Donnelley, coordinator of 
Killer Whales Australia. Researchers had dropped a camera over the side of a boat at Eaglehawk Neck to record video of a pod, 
when the microphone picked up the vocalisations. "Very, very difficult to know what they were talking about. The meaning of the 
calls or the noises that you heard on that recording will almost be uninterpretable because we know so little about the 
communication of killer whales in Australian waters," Mr Donnelley said. "We really don't know why they do or don't call in a lot of 
cases, why they may call a little bit or infrequently is a mystery to everybody, including the acousticians. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-05/killer-whale-research-tasmania/8777668 
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Wildlife 
 
 

Our shameful trade in ivory and horn 
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 06/08/17, Annika Smethurst, page 22 

 

A legal loophole has been allowing ivory and rhino horns to be illegally imported into Australia - prompting a call for a total ban on 
these products. Australia signed an international convention that makes it illegal to import horns and ivory from animals killed after 
1975. But animal welfare groups fear customs officials are not sufficiently trained to identify the age of such products, unwittingly 
allowing horns and ivory products to enter Australia. It has prompted calls from a government backbencher to introduce a total ban 
on the import, export and domestic sale of elephant ivory and rhino horns, which would mirror tough new regulations in China, 
France and the United States. Liberal MP Jason Wood said poaching elephants and rhinos for their horn and ivory was "abhorrent" 
and will lobby his colleagues for the complete trade ban. "When you see what these poachers are doing, it's disgusting and 
exceptionally cruel," Mr Wood said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ft949549254 

Also appears in the Sunday Mail Brisbane.  

 

 
Roo on green menu 
Sunday Times, General News, 06/08/17, Trevor Paddenburg, page 15 

 

WA'S top conservationist wants West Australians to eat more kangaroo. Conservation Council WA boss Piers Verstegen said 
kangaroo was one of the most environmentally friendly types of meat. "Kangaroo is a very good choice for environmental reasons 
and for health reasons," the head of WA's umbrella conservation organisation said. "Certainly there is a move towards 
vegetarianism, but if people are going to eat meat, then kangaroo is better for the environment than other sources of red meat." Mr 
Verstegen said kangaroos were well adapted to our landscape and did not require the extensive land clearing needed for sheep 
and cattle. "Kangaroos also have a totally different digestive system. They actually harvest the methane in the digestive process 
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instead of releasing it, unlike cows and sheep which release significant amounts of methane and contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate change," he said. According to gourmet game supplier Macro Meats, kangaroo is one of the leanest types of 
red meat with less than 2 per cent fat, is high in iron and free of hormones and antibiotics. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ft949549258 

 
 
Marine 
 
 

Plan will protect our marine parks 
Sunshine Coast Daily, General News, 05/08/17, Andrew Wallace, page 42 

 

We all know that the Sunshine Coast has the best beaches and the best seafood in Australia. We also have the largest long-line 
tuna and prawn fishing fleets on the east coast. Fishing on the Sunshine Coast generates $42.5 million in direct sales every year, 
with more than $30 million in exports. Throughout South-East Asia people are serving Mooloolaba prawns and Coral Sea tuna, 
caught right here. Local fishing, though, is about much more than a successful industry; it is part of our culture. Between here and 
the Gold Coast there are 140,000 recreational boats. For more than a century Sunshine Coast residents have exercised their right 
to throw a line over the side of their tinnie. Today, five million Australians are recreational fishermen. The ocean off the Sunshine 
Coast has been bountiful but it is not a bottomless resource. It must be carefully maintained. We have to protect our reefs and 
sustain our marine life, while ensuring that local people and businesses can use their boats for fishing, diving and tourism. That is 
why we need Marine Parks. In July the Commonwealth Government released its new draft plan for managing these parks. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0pl949549260 

 
 

 

 

Daily Briefings include copyright material provided under licence and are strictly for internal client use only. 
Recipients of Daily Briefings must be covered by an appropriate Copyright Agency licence. Daily Briefings 
must not be provided to any third party by any means for any purpose, including sharing links to articles by 
email or social media. For more information contact copyright@isentia.com ©2017 Isentia Group Limited. 

 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



Doc. 112

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



Australia's greenhouse gas emissions continue to increase, making the task of future pollution cuts to meet international 
commitments more difficult, the latest data for the government show. On a seasonally adjusted quarterly basis, emissions rose 1.6 
per cent in the March quarter, the National Greenhouse Gas Inventory shows. The Environment Department confirmed the 
quarterly increase was the biggest in nine years. On an annual basis, the country's emissions reached 550.4 million tonnes of 
carbon-dioxide equivalent, excluding land use changes such as land clearing. That tally was up 1 per cent from a year earlier. For 
the March quarter alone, the 138.3 million tonnes - again excluding land use changes - was the most for any quarter since at least 
2001-02. "This is simply a disgrace and a complete failure of policy, a failure the government has no plan to fix," Mark Butler, 
Labor's environment spokesman, said. Under the Coalition governments since 2013 emissions had risen 6 per cent compared with 
a 10 per cent drop in the pollution during the 2007-2013 Labor governments, he said. Interestingly, the increase in emissions has 
not come from the electricity sector, the largest single source of pollution. That sector is down 1.9 per cent from a year earlier. 
Instead, emissions rose 5.8 per cent from the stationary energy sector excluding electricity, as the LNG industry ramps up. 
Pollution from industrial processes rose 2.8 per cent and agriculture 2.5 per cent from a year earlier in the March quarter, the data 
shows. Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg took heart from a drop in power sector emissions: "Importantly 
emissions in the electricity sector have continued to fall, including 0.6 per cent (trend) in the March quarter and 1.1 per cent (trend) 
in the December quarter". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ta949105864 

Also displayed in The Saturday Age and on the Sydney Morning Herald, Canberra Times, Brisbane Times and WA Today 
websites 

 

 
Australia's greenhouse gas emissions soar in latest figures 
Guardian Australia, Other, 04/08/17, Michael Slezak 

 

Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions are rising to the highest figures seen in years, according to official government figures, 
increasing 1.6% in the last quarter and 1% in the past year. The country’s emissions in the year to March 2017 are the highest on 
record at 550.3m tonnes of CO2 equivalent when emissions from land use change are excluded – a sector where the government 
says its figures have a high degree of uncertainty. The country’s emissions rose by 1.6m tonnes in the quarter to March 2017, or 
by 1.1% – a figure that is the same whether estimations of land use emissions are taken into account or not. After adjusting for 
seasonal effects, the department of environment and energy says the rise amounts to a 1.6% rise in the quarter. The rise is 
particularly striking given emissions almost always drop in the March quarter. The only other March rise was more than a decade 
ago and by 0.4m tonnes. The figures reveal a clear trend of increasing greenhouse gas emissions since the carbon tax was 
repealed in 2014 – a trend that runs counter to Australia’s international commitments. Superimposed on promised cuts to 
emissions made after the Paris climate agreement, Australia appears to be moving further away from being able to meet them – a 
trend that was predicted by the government’s own projections earlier in the year, which found emissions would continue to rise for 
decades to come. […]  Minister for the environment and energy Josh Frydenberg said on twitter that the figures showed good news 
about electricity emissions. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/aug/04/australias-greenhouse-gas-emissions-soar-in-latest-
figures 

 

 
Donald Trump's environment boss Scott Pruitt heading to Australia 
ABC Online, Other, 05/08/17,  

 

A climate science critic and one of the most controversial figures in the Trump administration will soon tour Australia in a visit 
environmental activists are likely to target with protests. Lawyer Scott Pruitt was last year handpicked by Donald Trump to head the 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Critics accuse the former Oklahoma attorney-general of trying to weaken the EPA 
since assuming his role as administrator in February. The ABC has confirmed the Republican politician is scheduled to fly to 
Australia this year, joining other Trump administration figures who have already made the journey, including Vice-President Mike 
Pence, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Secretary of Defence James Mattis. Federal Government backbencher and climate 
change sceptic Craig Kelly has welcomed Mr Pruitt's impending visit. […]  In April Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg met with 
Mr Pruitt as well as US Energy Secretary Rick Perry during a visit to Washington. "We discussed important energy and 
environment issues of mutual interest to Australia and the United States," Mr Frydenberg said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-05/donald-trump-epa-boss-scott-pruitt-to-vist-australia/8776752 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Energy 
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'Poor people big victims of power price discounts' 
Weekend Australian, General News, 05/08/17, Anthony Klan and Rachel Baxendale, page 7 

 
Deregulation of energy markets in the eastern states and South Australia means vulnerable and poor consumers are being 
slugged with higher power bills while new customers enjoy heavy discounts, sparking federal government calls for more pricing 
transparency. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg yesterday said a key problem in the energy market was that people might get a 
discount for one or two years only to have their energy bills revert to normal levels without them noticing. "The Australian Energy 
Regulator has found that households who move retailers and contracts could save up to $1000 a year or more, but up to 50 per 
cent of households actually didn't move retailers or contracts over the last five years," he said. Malcolm Turnbull wrote to energy 
company bosses this week, summoning them to a meeting at Parliament House next Wednesday and also rebuking them for their 
"lack of disclosure" in pricing. Mr Frydenberg said the Prime Minister wanted to "tell them that we all need to do better to ensure 
particularly vulnerable households, who spend a higher proportion of their disposable income on power, get the best possible deal 
because right now, it seems, many of them are stuck on standing offers which are not as attractive as market offers". Mr 
Frydenberg hit back yesterday at attacks from within the government after Tony Abbott described Chief Scientist Alan Finkel's 
clean energy target proposal as "green theology" and called for it to be dumped. "I don't think it's green theology to get certainty 
into the market to drive prices down and to ensure a more stable system over all," Mr Frydenberg told the ABC. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ta949105869 

 

 
Australian households pay highest power prices in world 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 04/08/17, Ben Potter 

 

Australian residential customers are paying the highest electricity prices in the world - two to three times more than American 
households - but experts say they need more than information to navigate the thicket of discounts and offers. South Australian 
households are paying the highest prices in the world at 47.13¢ per kilowatt hour, more than Germany, Denmark and Italy which 
heavily tax energy, after the huge increases on July 1, Carbon + Energy Markets' MarkIntell data service says.  When the eastern 
states' National Electricity Market was formed in the late 1990s, Australia had the lowest retail prices in the world along with the 
United States and Canada, CME director Bruce Mountain said.  The shocking reversal explains why Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull has summoned energy retailer chief executives to Canberra next week to explain why they are charging households and 
small businesses so much compared to their counterparts in other countries. In a letter he complained that big retailers are content 
to let customers slip off the deep discounts they attracted them with after a year or two, and onto a costly standing offer or a much 
smaller discount. AGL Energy chief executive Andy Vesey admitted last year that big power companies were guilty of punishing 
their most loyal customers in this way, but said subsequently AGL was abandoning the practice. […]  Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg said the government wanted energy retailers to be more transparent around electricity bills, and left open the option of 
regulation.  

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/08/04/acb7e684-4536-4560-9f36-72c309a0e510.html 

 

 
Energy companies hauled to Canberra for 'eyeballing' over transparency 
Brisbane Courier-Mail, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

Energy companies aren't doing enough to ensure customers are getting the best prices for their electricity, according to the Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull. Mr Turnbull has summoned electricity bosses for a meeting in Canberra on Wednesday to “eyeball” 
them about their charges. In a letter sent to seven retail electricity chief executives, as well as the Australia Energy Council, the 
Prime Minister said the companies needed to be more transparent about fees. During an interview on the ABC, Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg said he hoped the federal government wouldn’t have to introduce legislation to force energy companies to rein in 
rising power bills. Some energy bills increased by up to 20 per cent from July 1 this year and the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission is investigating whether customers are being ripped off. Last week Origin Energy and AGL refused to 
provide news.com.au with estimates of an average winter bill, which is generally the biggest bill households face. EnergyAustralia 
did eventually provide the data, which showed the increases varied widely depending on which state you lived in. News.com.au 
has also been inundated with complaints from consumers about receiving huge bills, poor customer service when querying bills 
and unexpected price hikes due to estimated gas bills. It comes after a report from Australian Energy Market Commission found 
some households could save a whopping $507 a year on electricity (38 per cent) if they shopped around, but up to 50 per cent of 
households didn’t do this. Gas savings could add up to 30 per cent or $285 a year. 
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Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/couriermail.com.au/2017/08/04/0974cb53-f70f-4f9c-8449-7c27d38bcca4.html 

 

 
Energy retailers say long-term policy certainty best way to address high costs 
ABC Online, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

[Audio] The peak body representing 21 Australian energy retailers say the Government should fix the uncertainty around long-term 
energy policy, if it wants to improve prices for consumers. The Prime Minister has summonsed the heads of some of Australia's 
largest retailers to Canberra next week, accusing them of switching some consumers onto more expensive options once their 
discounted contract ends. The Australian Energy Council says all retailers are obliged to tell consumers when their contract is 
ending. It says the market is very competitive, but high prices are being driven by policy uncertainty. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2016/s4713023.htm 

 

 
Turnbull summons electricity retailers to Canberra for summit 
Western Magazine, Other, 04/08/17, Mark Kenny 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has thrown the switch to brow-beating, calling in the nation's biggest electricity retailers for face-
to-face talks next Wednesday in a bid to curb galloping household and business electricity bills, and improve their market 
sensitivity. […]  But he says more needs to be done, with energy prices threatening economic activity and creating investment 
uncertainty. "Australia is blessed with abundant energy so it is simply not good enough that some families and businesses cannot 
always afford to turn on their lights, heating and equipment," he said. The government has gone to lengths in past months to 
address the problem and recently went through a similar exercise with east coast gas producers, but with modest results. Mr 
Turnbull used the letter to outline several other measures in train including steps to improve competition and increased supply in 
the gas sector, and "clamping down" on the time-honoured practice of companies using the courts to jack up network prices. The 
ACCC is also investigating competition in the electricity system but is not due to finalise its report until midway through next year. 
"However, since families are feeling price pressures now, it is important to ensure no family pays a cent more for electricity than it 
needs to," Mr Turnbull wrote. "I am particularly concerned by reports that consumers are being pushed from discounted market 
rates to higher-priced standard contracts or non-discounted plans, often without realising it." Also at the meeting will be the 
Treasurer Scott Morrison, and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. 

 

Read Item: http://www.westernmagazine.com.au/story/4833777/turnbull-summons-electricity-retailers-to-canberra-for-
summit/ 

 

 

 

SBS, World News Australia, 04/08/17, Janice Petersen, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has written to the chiefs of power 
companies, summoning them to a meeting at Parliament House next week. Turnbull will demand the companies give customers 
more information to help them reduce their power bills. Federal Minister for Environment and Energy Josh Frydenberg says tenths 
of thousands of Australians are paying too much for their electricity because they are simply unaware of cheaper options. 

 
 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 04/08/17, Kumi Taguchi, Replay of the Interview with Rosemary Sinclair, the CEO of Energy 
Consumers in Australia, about retailers overcharging some customers. Sinclair thinks what consumers are reacting to is increases 
in power bills over almost a decade, to the extent where the bills have doubled. Sinclair thinks they now got a lack of consumer 
confidence in a sector that is facing an enormous transition, so they need to respond urgently to community concerns, and she 
thinks that is what Minister [Josh] Frydenberg and the PM are doing. Sinclair thinks the meeting next week with energy providers 
will provide some positive news. Sinclair notes ACCC's Rod Sims will also have a good look at what is going on in the market. 
Sinclair says the health impacts of not being able to confidently use the energy services people need are profound. 

 

 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 04/08/17, Kumi Taguchi, The PM has summoned the major electricity companies to Canberra 
this week to ask why they are overcharging some consumers. The Government has accused the companies of switching 
customers from discounted plans to more expensive contracts without letting them know. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says 
the Australian Energy Regulator has found that Australian households could save $1,000 or more by moving from standing offers 
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to a market offer. Frydenberg says nearly half of Australian households have not switched retailer or contracts in the last five years, 
so they need more transparency, more consumer awareness and more information. Frydenberg says they need the retailers 
themselves to facilitate the movement of their customers from standing offers to more attractive market offers. 

 
 
 

Channel 7, Seven News at 4, 04/08/17, Rosanna Mangiarelli, Australia's energy company chiefs have been summoned to a 
meeting in Canberra next week to explain why power bills are skyrocketing. The PM is set to grill them about what they are going 
to do to reduce electricity prices. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Energy says it needs to be fixed, with more than 100,000 
disconnections nationwide. 

 
 
 

Channel 7, Seven News Qld at 4pm, 04/08/17, Kendall Gilding, Australia's energy company Chiefs have been summoned to a 
meeting in Canberra due to rising electricity prices. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull will grill them about what they will do to reduce 
energy prices. Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says the issue needs to be resolved. 

 
 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 04/08/17, Rachel Pupazzoni, Interview with Rosemary Sinclair, the CEO of Energy Consumers in 
Australia, about retailers overcharging some customers. Sinclair thinks what consumers are reacting to is increases in power bills 
over almost a decade, to the extent where the bills have doubled. Sinclair thinks they now got a lack of consumer confidence in a 
sector that is facing an enormous transition, so they need to respond urgently to community concerns, and she thinks that is what 
Minister [Josh] Frydenberg and the PM are doing. Sinclair thinks the meeting next week with energy providers will provide some 
positive news. Sinclair notes ACCC's Rod Sims will also have a good look at what is going on in the market. Sinclair says the 
health impacts of not being able to confidently use the energy services people need are profound. 

 
 
 

ABC News, News Afternoons, 04/08/17, Rachel Pupazzoni, The PM has summoned the major electricity companies to 
Canberra this week to ask why they are overcharging some consumers. The Government has accused the companies of switching 
customers from discounted plans to more expensive contracts without letting them know. Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says 
the Australian Energy Regulator has found that Australian households could save $1000 or more by moving from standing offers to 
a market offer. Frydenberg says nearly half of Australian households have not switched retailer or contracts in the last five years, 
so they need more transparency, more consumer awareness and more information. Frydenberg says they need the retailers 
themselves to facilitate the movement of their customers from standing offers to more attractive market offers. 

 
 
 

ABC News, ABC News, 04/08/17, Andrew Geoghegan, The PM has summoned major electricity suppliers to Canberra next 
week to quiz them about their charges to consumers, accusing the companies of switching customers to more expensive plans 
without notifying them. Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Energy, says the Australian Energy Regulator has found that 
customers could save more than $1000 by moving to a market offer. He wants more transparency, and higher consumer 
awareness. 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Marine 
 
 
 
 

Channel 7, Seven News, 04/08/17, Rick Ardon and Susannah Carr, The WA state and federal governments are at war over 
how to stop sharks killing people. The Commonwealth doesn't think WA is doing enough to prevent attacks. The Great White Shark 
is on the endangered species list. In the wake of the death of Laeticia Brouwer, Federal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg 
urging the WA State Government to use drumlines in the ocean like it uses cops on the street. For now, there are subsidies 
available for shark deterrent devices. So far, more than 500 people have taken it up. 
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GWN7, Golden West News, 04/08/17, Noel Brunning, Federal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has again called on the 
State Government to install drum lines off the coast of WA. Premier Mark McGowan says that drumlines do not work. This comes 
after the Senate held a week-long shark mitigation summit in Perth where a shark attack victim said drum lines shouldn't be used. 

Minister Frydenberg – Other 

Twitter, General News, 04/08/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Coming up shortly on @ABCTV @BreakfastNews, discussing energy 
affordability. 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/893207076834394112 

All Other Coverage 

Biodiversity/Land Management 

On golden pond 
The Saturday Paper, Culture, 05/08/17, Luke Horton, page 26 

As a child, Luke Horton spent time at Alexandra Seddon's farm in southern NSW, unaware of her connections to Russian royalty. 
Now he visits the the Panboola Wetlands sanctuary Seddon established with her inheritance. The baby starts wailing about 20 
metres in. We are already unsure, large sections of the flood plain are falling under shadow, there is a chill to the wind and we 
need to set quite a pace if we are to see anything at all. After a moment's conference, we decide that my partner, who is wearing 
the baby in the carrier, will turn back for the car, and I will rush. At speed I cross a footbridge over a billabong and the flood plain 
opens up before me. I am stopped in my tracks. It is golden hour and the fields are lit with the intensity of a sun drawing level with 
the Earth. Slicing through the trees along the fence line, it throws wide bands over the fields, setting the dense yellow grass ablaze 
with light. I try to parse what I am responding to so immediately. Beyond the light, the flatness first, perhaps. In a stretch of 
coastline dominated by bush-covered headlands and green rolling hills, the absolute flatness is a shock. It makes you experience 
flatness and distance as a physical sensation, eyes adjusting to the depth of field. Makes you realise the only other time you can 
see this far is from elevation. Then there are the colours. The national park where I usually walk when I visit home is all muted 
greens, greys, soft pinks in the dust. Here the only green is driven into corners, concentrated in pockets: a stand of gums in the 
distance, scattered scrub. Most of everything else is on another spectrum altogether, a shifting, mutable palette running from bone 
to auburn to fiery red. And finally, the seeming emptiness. What I know it contains but cannot see. 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ki949105873 

ABC Southern Queensland, Drive, 04/08/17, Loretta Ryan, Interview with Scott Buchanan, Wet Tropics Management Authority. 
Ryan says Curtis Pitt, Qld Treasurer, was in the Cairns region today to discuss the outcomes of the Qld Government's latest 
treatment program to eradicate yellow crazy ants. She plays an audio clip of Pitt's statements today. Pitt says WTMA and the 
yellow crazy ants team are doing great work. He says over 1000 hectares have been treated. He says the federal funding and the 
state funding brought together to help deliver the program is achieving great outcomes. He says it is not over. He urges people to 
continue to be vigilant and report any sightings of yellow crazy ants. Ryan says WTMA is responsible for the management of the 
pests. Buchanan discusses why the yellow crazy ant is a pest. He says they are part of a range of invasive ants called tramp ants. 
He says these types of ants form massive colonies. He says they can remove all other insect species around, which are the food 
source for other animals in the area. He says they also attack small mammals. Ryan says it has been affecting homes and 
properties in Cairns. Buchanan says the ants spray acid and can do a lot of damage. He says in affected residential areas, children 
do not play in the backyard because they do not want to get burnt. He says dogs can get hurt. He says the ants also get into all the 
electrical wiring. He says the latest treatment to eradicate the ants is great news. He says they have been working on eradication 
programs since 2013. He says as of last year, the federal government and the state government committed to more funding to 
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enable them to ramp up the program. He says in Cairns they have a high youth unemployment rate. He says they are looking to 
increase the number of their staff. He says all of the staff have come from what was previously the Green Army program. He says 
they provide them with first aid, CPR and workplace health and safety training. He says they also provide on the job training. 

 
 
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
 
 

Another attack on the Bureau, but top politicians have stopped listening to climate change denial 
The Conversation, Other, 04/08/17, Michael J. I. Brown 

 

Has the Australian climate change debate changed? You could be forgiven for thinking the answer is no. Just this week The 
Australian has run a series of articles attacking the Bureau of Meteorology’s weather observations. Meanwhile, the federal and 
Queensland governments continue to promote Adani’s planned coal mine, despite considerable environmental and economic 
obstacles. And Australia’s carbon dioxide emissions are rising again. So far, so familiar. But something has changed. Those at the 
top of Australian politics are no longer debating the existence of climate change and its causes. Instead, four years after the 
Coalition was first elected, the big political issues are rising power prices and the electricity market. What’s happening? Read 
more: No, the Bureau of Meteorology is not fiddling its weather data. A few years ago, rejection of climate science was part of the 
Australian political mainstream. In 2013, the then prime minister Tony Abbott repeated a common but flawed climate change denial 
argument: Australia has had fires and floods since the beginning of time. We’ve had much bigger floods and fires than the ones 
we’ve recently experienced. You can hardly say they were the result of anthropic [sic] global warming. Abbott’s statement dodges a 
key issue. While fires and floods have always occurred, climate change can still alter their frequency and severity. In 2013, 
government politicians and advisers, such as Dennis Jensen and Maurice Newman, weren’t shy about rejecting climate science 
either. The atmosphere is different in 2017, and I’m not just talking about CO₂ levels. Tony Abbott is no longer prime minister, 
Dennis Jensen lost pre-selection and his seat, and Maurice Newman is no longer the prime minister’s business advisor. Which 
Australian politician most vocally rejects climate science now? It isn’t the prime minister or members of the Coalition, but One 
Nation’s Malcolm Roberts. In Australia, open rejection of human-induced climate change has moved to the political fringe. 

 

Read Item: https://theconversation.com/another-attack-on-the-bureau-but-top-politicians-have-stopped-listening-to-
climate-change-denial-81993 

Also prospected for Climate Change  

 
 
 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 
 

Green funding for Adelaide student digs 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 04/08/17, Nick Lenaghan 

 

Blue Sky Private Real Estate and its joint venture partner Goldman Sachs have won $32 million in green funding from the Clean 
Energy Finance Corporation to build student accommodation in Adelaide. The federal government's green funding agency is 
contributing the debt finance for the 428-bed student digs project on Waymouth Street. It will be run by Atira Student Living, the 
joint venture set up between Brisbane-based Blue Sky Private Real Estate and Goldman Sachs. The CEFC's first investment into 
the Adelaide real estate sector comes as the agency directs increasing amounts of funding into the commercial property sector. 
"This project will lift the benchmark for building standards in student accommodation, representing an important step toward 
achieving net zero carbon buildings," said chief executive Ian Learmonth said. "The CEFC has a clear focus on investing in clean 
energy in industry sectors with the strongest potential for decarbonisation. "We have already committed more than $600 million to 
the property sector in support of market-leading projects such as this one." In June last year, the federal government's green 
funder committed $68 million in construction finance for the new WorkSafe headquarters in Geelong being developed by 
Quintessential Equity. Last December, the agency invested $110 million in Investa's flagship wholesale Investa Commercial 
Property Fund, to boost energy efficiency. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/08/04/f6046c3f-0aaf-4216-a505-35a744ec5730.html 

 

 
CEFC targets student accommodation in first SA property play 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 04/08/17, Cameron Jewell 
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A South Australian student accommodation building will be built with an energy efficiency 25 per cent above business as usual, 
thanks to a $32 million Clean Energy Finance Corporation investment. The 428-bed student accommodation project in Adelaide, a 
joint project of Blue Sky Private Real Estate (BSPRE) and Goldman Sachs, is the CEFC’s first property investment in South 
Australia. “We are very excited to be making our first property-related commitment in Adelaide,” CEFC chief executive Ian 
Learmonth said. “This project will lift the benchmark for building standards in student accommodation, representing an important 
step toward achieving net zero carbon buildings.” The student accommodation sector is a great target for energy efficiency, as 
operators are typically responsible for tenant energy costs, which removes the typical split incentive. But according to CEFC 
property sector lead Chris Wade, there has been little focus on energy efficiency in the sector, with most only building to minimum 
standards required by the National Construction Code. “We are looking to increase those standards by demonstrating the clear 
economic and environmental benefits of incorporating clean energy technology in the planning and construction phase,” Mr Wade 
said. He said the CEFC’s finance would lead to reduced carbon intensity and lower bills for the operator. “We’re demonstrating to 
property developers, owners and managers that constructing the next generation of energy efficient student accommodation can 
be rewarded with long-term operational savings and an improved amenity, which makes a strong business case for the additional 
upfront investment.” Initiatives include energy efficient heating, ventilation and air conditioning, energy efficient equipment, LED 
lighting, centralised gas water heating, water efficient taps and a 25 kilowatt rooftop solar system. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/innovation/commercial/cefc-targets-student-accommodation-in-first-sa-
property-play/94171 

 

 
Blue Sky partners for property investment 
Financial Standard, Other, 04/08/17, Alex Burke 

 

Blue Sky Private Real Estate entered into a joint venture to finance a 428-bed Adelaide student accommodation project. Working 
alongside Goldman Sachs and the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) - the latter of which has committed debt finance of 
$32 million - Blue Sky expects to finalise the project by February 2018. It will be located close to the University of South Australia 
and the University of Adelaide. Blue Sky Private Real Estate investment director Nick Singleton said the investment aims to meet 
the rising demand for student accommodation in Adelaide, given the 65,000 fulltime students in the city. "While livability and 
sustainability are key considerations for today's students, we also expect to create benefits through reduced operating costs by 
integrating technologies that significantly lower base building energy usage," Singleton said. CEFC chief executive Ian Learmonth 
added: "We are very excited to be making our first property-related commitment in Adelaide. This project will lift the benchmark for 
building standards in student accommodation, representing an important step toward achieving net zero carbon buildings." "The 
CEFC has a clear focus on investing in clean energy in industry sectors with the strongest potential for decarbonisation. We have 
already committed more than $600 million to the property sector in support of market-leading projects such as this one. With 
inefficient property contributing to almost a quarter of Australia's emissions, any improvements in this area will have much broader 
benefits." 

 

Read Item: http://www.financialstandard.com.au/news/blue-sky-partners-for-property-investment-101790794 

 
 
 
Climate Change 

 
 

Rider on the storm 
Weekend Australian, Review, 05/08/17, Rosemary Neill, page 6 

 

Al Gore remains one of the world's most divisive figures. Rosemary Neill meets the environmental evangelist as he prepares to 
release his second film Al Gore is wearing a typical ex-politician's ensemble: immaculately pressed suit, white shirt and tie in a 
sensible shade of blue. Look down, however, and you see it - the startling break with convention: Gore's calflength Texan cowboy 
boots, with inlaid stitching and sculpted tops. Like Barnaby Joyce's Akubra, they telegraph his non-urban roots. The Australian's 
photographer clocks those boots and asks the former US vice-president and Nobel Peace Prize winner if he will put his feet on a 
stool so she can snap him in a relaxed pose. Before he can answer, two minders erupt with a sharp "No!" It's OK, it seems, for the 
world's best-known climate evangelist to seem approachable and relaxed - but not too relaxed. Review caught up with Gore when 
he visited Australia last month to speak at the Ecocity World Summit and spruik his new documentary, An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power. Directed by Jon Shenk and Bonni Cohen, the film is a fly-on-the-wall account of Gore's environmental campaigning 
and the follow-up to the Oscar-winning An Inconvenient Truth - which centred on Gore, played up the perils of global warming and 
proved a lightning rod for climate change activists and sceptics alike. Gore says he reappears, centrestage, in An Inconvenient 
Sequel because "it was a good time to revisit where we are and communicate the very hopeful message that . we now have the 
solutions to the climate crisis, and they're affordable. . The s g that's happened over the last decade is that climate-
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related weather events are far more numerous and far more destructive." He says 14 of the hottest 15 years have been recorded 
since 2001, and that 2016 was the hottest year on record. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ki949105875 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Climate activists target super funds 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, John McCarthy, page 27 

 

Climate activists are now targeting superannuation funds in their campaign to force Australian corporates to scrap funding for fossil 
fuel projects. The activists have previously named and shamed banks and individual companies, particularly coal and oil 
companies, but their strategy appears to be broadening. Environmental finance group Market Forces said 82 per cent of Australia's 
largest superannuation funds had provided inadequate or no tangible evidence that they have considered climate risk in their 
investment portfolios. Market Forces said it also had legal opinion that this failure put trustee directors at risk of breaching their 
duty to members and as such, vulnerable to legal action. "Australian regulators have made it clear that super funds need to assess 
climate risk," Market Forces analyst Daniel Gocher said. "It is extraordinary that more than 80 per cent of Australia's super funds 
have still failed to disclose how they are managing an issue that APRA has singled out as an immediate, material, financial risk." 
Vision Super has also entered the fray by trying to hire an environmental activist to lure like-minded customers. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949105877 

 

 
Climate change to blame for Australia's July heat 
The Conversation, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

Winter hasn't felt too wintry yet in much of Australia. Most of us have have had more sunshine, higher temperatures, and less 
rainfall than is normal for the time of year. In fact, Australia just had its warmest average daytime maximum temperatures for July 
since records began in 1910. The north and centre of the continent saw the biggest temperature anomalies as Western Australia, 
the Northern Territory and Queensland experienced record warm daytime July temperatures. Only the southwestern tip of Western 
Australia and western Tasmania had slightly below-average daytime temperatures. Southern Australia was again very dry as the 
frontal systems that usually bring rain remained further south than usual. For most of us, warm and dry winter conditions are quite 
pleasant. But with drought starting to rear its head and a severe bushfire season on the cards, some cooler wetter weather would 
be helpful to farmers and fire services across the country. Often when we have warmer winter weather in Australia it is linked to El 
Niño conditions in the Pacific or a positive Indian Ocean Dipole. Both of these Pacific and Indian Ocean patterns tend to shift 
atmospheric pressure patterns in a way that brings more stable conditions and warmer, drier weather to Australia. This year, 
however, neither El Niño nor the Indian Ocean Dipole is playing a role in the warm weather. The sea surface temperature patterns 
in the Pacific and Indian Oceans are close to average, so neither of these factors is driving Australia’s record warmth. Another 
factor that might have influenced the July heat is human-caused climate change. To assess the role of climate change in this 
event, I used climate model simulations and a standard event-attribution method. I first evaluated the climate models to gauge how 
well they capture the observed temperatures over Australia during July. 

 

Read Item: https://theconversation.com/climate-change-to-blame-for-australias-july-heat-81953 

 
 
 
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
 
 
 

First shots fired in latest outbreak of water wars 
Weekend Australian, Business News, 05/08/17, Ticky Fullerton, page 26 

 

You may have noticed some unrest at the bottom of our great river system, the Murray-Darling. For many people, water talk flows 
right over them. That is understandable: neither of our biggest cities, Sydney or Melbourne, is even connected to the Murray 
Darling. But Adelaide is, and right at the bottom of the river. Forty per cent of Adelaide's water comes from it. So it's no surprise 
that after the revelations of ABC's Four Corners on theft of environmental water upriver, water paid for by the taxpayer, a rollcall of 
state and federal politicians from Adelaide came together to s, Australian Conservatives' Cory Bernardi and Labor's 
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Penny Wong stood side-by-side with Nick Xenophon and Premier Jay Weatherill to all call for a judicial inquiry. Now, I do care 
about the river - I spent a year writing a book on water during the great millennium drought and reported a couple of Murray-Darling 
stories for Four Corners before the basin plan was agreed. Asa Wahlquist, the superb environment writer who wrote for The 
Australian, also wrote a book on water. We would both agree, I'm sure, that water theft and indeed water wars have been going on 
for almost as long as there has been water. Think Jean de Florette. In Australia, an old ruse was jamming a frozen fish in the 
wooden Dethridge wheel, a paddle-like measurer of water flows. By the time the fish had thawed and slipped on, unmetered water 
had flowed for hours. More sophisticated means of exactly the same gaming were in evidence in the recent Four Corners report. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949105879 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Scientists wade into Murray v Darling pipeline debate 
scimex.org, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

Leading Australian hydrogeologists say the proposed $500 million pipeline from the Murray River to Broken Hill will deliver much 
more expensive water than closer, plentiful high-quality groundwater supplies. The groundwater experts say that the NSW 
Government has so far appeared to ignore published scientific evidence on the Darling River floodplain resource by calling for 
tenders for the costly 270km-long pipeline from the Murray. The large fresh groundwater resources in the River Darling floodplain 
close to Menindee were reported publically in 2013 as a sustainable, good quality water supply for Broken Hill after a three-year 
scientific study, the Broken Hill Managed Aquifer Recharge (BHMAR) project, led by Geoscience Australia with input from CSIRO. 
A recent groundwater investigation report on NSW Department of Primary Industries Water website  states: “The BHMAR project 
investigation focused on the identification of a managed aquifer recharge scheme in the investigation area known as GWR3 or 
Jimargil. This area was selected as the most suitable area for a managed aquifer recharge scheme due to the thickness of sands 
in the Calivil Formation, an overlying confining clay layer and suitable water quality characteristics. The site is about 15 kilometres 
to the south of weir 32 on the eastern side of the Darling River adjacent to Lake Emu.” However Dr Peter Dillon, co-chair of the 
International Association of Hydrogeologists Commission on Managing Aquifer Recharge, says the report only describes an 
investigation 20km away on the northeastern side of Lake Menindee in a much deeper aquifer containing saline groundwater that 
would require desalination if it was to be used as a drinking water supply.  

 

Read Item: https://www.scimex.org/newsfeed/scientists-wade-into-murray-v-darling-pipeline-debate/ 

 
 
 

ABC Ballarat, Vic Country Hour, 04/08/17, Interview with Cathy McGowan, Independent Member for Indi; Suzanna Sheed, 
Independent Member for Shepparton. Long talks about the Murray-Darling basin plan, noting that a water theft and other 
controversies surrounding the basin has been leaked by ABC's Four Corners. He mentions in response to that, the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority has gone out of the basin to meet with politicians and community leaders. McGowan says her electorate covers the 
whole Murray River, noting that 50% of the water that fall on the Murray-Darling basin fall on her electorate under the Catchment 
Management Authority. McGowan says Four Corners' revelation is distressing as cynicism rises amid distrust. She mentions the 
NSW government should do something about it, urging for a surveillance and legal action. Sheed says the allegations are 
extremely worrying, noting that people on the Darling system have been affected by it. McGowan says they have a particular issue 
with the Murray-Darling Basin Authority regarding the how they manage the Hume River, mentioning they have talked about it with 
the agency and asked them to do something about it in a meeting last year. She says the Murray-Darling Basin Authority has 
decentralised at least four of its staff which is a good outcome of the meeting. McGowan says the Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
should protect the structure, integrity and safety of the dam, maximise water availability and limit flood damage on down stream 
community and increase benefit to the environment. She mentions they will meet Murray-Darling Basin Authority to discuss 
whether they can tweak the 99% capacity at the beginning of spring. Sheed says they have conducted a socio-economic study on 
the impact of the water removal in their region, noting that they have been disappointed about MDBA's criticism on it. She mentions 
they are not satisfied with their meeting's result but as a sign of good will they have agreed on a data day where they will get 
together and share data to keep track of what they are doing. Sheed mentions Victoria has backed up their report, pointing out 
their data is correct. She mentions an independent inquiry on the Murray-Darling basin controversy is needed. She states most 
people want the 2750 plan to go ahead. 

 
 
 

ABC Eyre Peninsula and West Coast, SA Country Hour, 04/08/17, Marty McCarthy, Interview with Senator Anne Ruston, 
Assistant Federal Water Minister. Ruston says everybody should work out how they will start working together to make sure that 
they continue to deliver the plan. She hopes no one will walk away from the [Murray-Darling Basin] plan because they've worked 
for a long time to get the plan in place. She claims the South Australian Government has always played politics with Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan and its implementation. She says South Australia desperately needs the plan to be implemented. She says she's 
unaware of the other identities of the bureaucrats involved in the secret recording. She says one the most powerful institutions in 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



the country is the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption. She points that the power on NSW ICAC is greater than the 
power that currently exists under the Royal Commission Act in the Federal Parliament. McCarthy plays an audio excerpt of 
Barnaby Joyce, Deputy Prime Minister, saying he wrestled the water portfolio back to the National Party to protect farmers at the 
expense of environmentalists. Ruston says she's committed along with Joyce and the Prime Minister. She says the implementation 
of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan can only go ahead with the agreement of all of the jurisdictions. She says she will be fighting in 
the best interest of South Australia. 

 
 
 

ABC Eyre Peninsula and West Coast, SA Country Hour, 04/08/17, Marty McCarthy, Pre-recorded interview with Ian Hunter, 
South Australian Water Minister. McCarthy says its been almost two weeks since Four Corners exposed that a top water 
bureaucrat in NSW has secretly offered to share government information with Murray-Darling Basin irrigation lobbyists. He says 
the story has also revealed that some farmers in the Barwon-Darling Valley may have been taking more water from the river than 
their entitled to. He says the NSW Government has announced it will investigate the allegations since then, while the Federal 
Government has proposed an internal review of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority. Ian Hunter, South Australian Water Minister is 
calling on all the people involved in the secret conversation aired on Four Corners to be exposed and to be held accountable. He 
points that plan has already been jeopardised if the allegations of Four Corners are correct. He says Water Minister Jay Weatherill 
is threatening to take the eastern state through High Court. He says they were delivering the South Australian part of the plan, 
expecting that the others are doing what they promised to do. 

 
 
 
Energy 
 
 
 

Nation's largest solar farm in Queensland 
AFR Weekend, General News, 05/08/17, Mark Ludlow, page 11 

 

Singapore-based Equis Energy is set to build Australia's largest solar farm, a 1000 megawatt solar farm near Wandoan, north-west 
of Brisbane, as the roll-out of renewable projects continues at pace. The Wandoan South Solar Project, which will cover 1424 
hectares of land and create up to 600 jobs, will be the largest utility-scale solar project in the country - more than three times the 
size of the current largest project under construction. Western Downs Regional Council on Friday approved the $1.5 billion Equis 
Energy project, saying the council was committed to the roll-out of large-scale solar projects in the region. "We are serious about 
cementing the Western Downs as the energy capital of Australia and securing the enormous economic and community benefits 
that will bring to our region," Mayor Paul McVeigh said. Equis Energy, which is Asia's largest independent renewable energy 
developer and investor, has already allocated $400 million towards two other renewables projects in Australia, including a 100-
megawatt solar project in Collinsville, North Queensland, as well as a power purchase agreement with Snowy Hydro for a 100-
megawatt solar project near Tailem Bend, South Australia. The largest solar farm currently in operation in Australia is AGL 
Energy's 102 megawatt Nyngan solar farm in NSW, with the largest proposed solar farm under construction is Lyon Group's 330-
megawatt Riverland Solar Farm in South Australia. The largest proposed solar project in Australia is SoIarQ's $2 billion 350-
megawatt project at Gympie, north of Brisbane, which has the potential to expand to 800 megawatts. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949105881 

 

 
BHP calls for action on energy security 
Weekend Australian, General News, 05/08/17, Michael Owen, page 7 

 

BHP Billiton has urged the federal and state governments to take greater action to ease the cost of power in South Australia as it 
undertakes one of the most significant investment programs ever at its Olympic Dam operations. Olympic Dam asset president 
Jacqui McGill told an AmCham business lunch in Adelaide yesterday that 49 projects worth more than $600 million were under 
way, despite more than $100m in losses because of two major power blackouts late last year. Ms McGill recounted how her head 
of finance had come to her last year with figures showing the peak price of power had hit $14,000 per megawatt hour, and "my 
heart stopped". "That experience is not one we ever want to experience again," she said. "We compete in a global market, I can't 
add a 25 per cent premium on to my copper price because that's how much more expensive the power price is in South Australia. 
"So we need more action both nationally and locally to ensure the pricing of power is improved." Ms McGill said there was not a lot 
left for BHP to do in terms of securing its own supply. The miner - South Australia's biggest employer and energy user had already 
invested to protect assets in case of another widespread blackout. She said the closure of the Northern Power Station, South 
Australia's last coal-fired power plant, was a concern given its impact on security, reliability and price of supply. "We have made 
investments over the past two decades that see us connected to the grid," Ms McGill said. "That's a pretty normal expectation for 
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someone in a firstworld country, to be able to make a connection to the grid, and for that investment to be sufficient to give you 
access to power, and that's not proven to be the case. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0aq949105883 

 

 
Power failure: big three retailers drop fixed-rate plans 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 05/08/17, Lucy Cormack, page 14 

 

The big three energy retailers have dropped their fixed-rate electricity plans, citing 'low customer demand', despite recent average 
bill hikes of 17 per cent. Fixed-rate plans offer consumers a set price for every billing period, regardless of how much electricity 
they use. EnergyAustralia, AGL and Origin have all dropped their fixed-rate offering in the past few weeks. "It's hugely 
disappointing that this option has been taken away at a time when consumers will be shopping around to find the best deals," said 
Simon Downes, of financial comparison site Canstar Blue. "This is significant because we analysed fixed- and variable-rate plans 
in the lead-up to July price rises and found fixed-rate plans were giving consumers a great opportunity to beat the price hikes and 
save in the long run." He said fixed-rate plans offered some certainty over energy prices for two years, "but now everyone will be 
left running the gauntlet of variable rates, which can change at any time". However, retailers say the plans were not as popular as 
some might think. An EnergyAustralia spokeswoman said customer feedback suggested its Rate Fix product was not delivering 
what customers wanted. "We're in the process of designing an alternative product. Our existing customers on the Rate Fix plan 
aren't impacted by this change; their rates will continue to be fixed for the guaranteed two-year benefit period." Currently, less than 
1 per cent of EnergyAustralia's residential customer base is signed up to the product. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0eg949105885 

Also displayed in The Saturday Age 

 

 
The war on wages 
The Saturday Age, General News, 05/08/17, Anna Patty, page 1 

 

Most Australians have not had a pay rise in real terms in years in the face of an assault on wages which has policy makers, unions 
and business groups worried. The typical Australian family takes home less today than it did in 2009, according to the latest 
Household Income and Labour Dynamics survey released this week. Just on Friday the Reserve Bank cut its economic growth 
forecasts by half a percentage point for the rest of this year after confirming wages remain at their lowest share of total income in 
half a century. Treasurer Scott Morrison has declared record low wage growth the "biggest challenge" facing the Australian 
economy. Families are also wrestling with rising electricity prices, skyrocketing property prices and high demand for 
accommodation has also forced up rents. There are many reasons given for the wage slump, some peculiar to Australia and others 
part of broader global trends. Having escaped the worst of the global financial crisis, Australian workers are now starting to share 
the pain of slow wages growth felt in the US since the 1990s and in Europe and Japan since the global financial crisis. The mining 
boom and Rudd/ Gillard government's multibillion-dollar stimulus spending may have helped shield the economy from the worst of 
the GFC. But since 2012 and 2013, Australian workers have felt stuck in a holding pattern of slow wages growth. Wages for the 
whole economy increased by 1.9 per cent in the year to March just in line with inflation. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0eg949105889 

 

 
Daily asset identification to fuel an online frenzy 
The Saturday Age, Commercial Property, 05/08/17, page 21 

 

The ink has barely dried on the decision to close Victoria's ageing Hazelwood power station and already entrepreneurs and small 
to medium-sized businesses are gearing up for the first of the online auctions from Tuesday, September 5 to Thursday, September 
7. Commissioned in the 1960s and fully running by 1971, until its closure in March this year, Hazelwood provided almost 25 per 
cent of Victoria's energy needs. The station's closure has led to speculation about higher electricity prices for consumers and 
potential blackouts at peak times. The auctions, to be held monthly until August, 2018 through global solutions provider Liquidity 
Services, will offer a comprehensive range of asset classes and provide businesses with the opportunity to acquire used and 
unused assets to supplement, diversify or upgrade their current operations. Liquidity Services managing director for Australia Jeff 
Morter says asset classes will include items such as hand tools, electrical, test equipment, computers and office furniture, 
structural metal, metal pipe, safety equipment, hardware and supplies, power and distribution gear, fuses and protectors, ball 
bearings, wire and cable, relays and solenoids, switches and ontainers. "As assets are identified each day, auction 
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catalogues (particularly for the approaching sale) will be refreshed with new content," he says. More expensive items such as 
transformers will be sold by private treaty. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0eg949105891 

 

 
When the power goes out, so does civil society 
The Saturday Age, Insight, 05/08/17, Tony Wright, page 23 

 

The power went out at our house and across our sub urb around dinner time on Wednesday. Outside, neighbours returning home 
sat in their cars in a street as dark as a tomb, their garage doors refusing to answer their electronic clickers. We searched for 
candles with the light of mobile phones, discovering only that we'd burned them to nothing at dinner parties. We weren't prepared 
for this return to an unfamiliar era at all. It turned out to be no big deal. The power company got the 21st century restored in not 
much more than 10 minutes and we finished cooking dinner and watched the TV news. Still, it was one of those little reminders. At 
the supermarket I bought a packet of candles, musing about the reasons the nation's politicians get so jumpy about energy supply, 
the big story this year. Tony Abbott, who seems over-keen these days to stick a burr under any blanket he can find, had been in 
South Australia niggling about the subject only hours before the lights went out for those few minutes in Melbourne. He made 
something of a goose of himself. He went to the big Coopers Adelaide brewery and brayed about how an important plant like this 
needed a reliable and affordable supply of electricity. "Y'know you can't run a business, you can't produce a great product and you 
can't employ people without energy, without power," he declared. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949105894 

Also displayed in the Canberra Times 

 

 
Optimism, but lower growth tip 
Canberra Times, Business News, 05/08/17, Eryk Bagshaw, page 22 

 

Wages remain at their lowest share of total income in half a century and the growth in average earnings is at its lowest level since 
the early 1990s, the Reserve Bank has confirmed, after the central bank cut its economic growth forecasts by half a percentage 
point for the rest of this year to 2-3 per cent. In an otherwise optimistic quarterly Statement on Monetary Policy released on Friday, 
the RBA said employment growth was expected to pick up over the second half of 2017 and produce an income boost, even if the 
pick-up in wage growth is gradual. It highlighted employment gains in health and social assistance and education as key drivers, 
with the rollout of the National Disability Insurance Scheme over the next few years providing further encouragement for healthcare 
workers. For consumers, the central bank signalled the entrance of new retailers into the Australian market, such as US giant 
Amazon, should provide some relief. Figures released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on Friday showed retail trade posted a 
0.3 per cent increase in June, a little above expectations of a 0.2 per cent increase, to give total trade an increase of 1.4 per cent 
for the June quarter. "The arrival of further new foreign retailers will be an important influence on consumer durable prices over the 
next few years," the RBA said, before also highlighting another boost to family budgets from smaller than usual increases in 
childcare fees and private health insurance premiums. But it warned that a "lack of industry investment widely attributed to 
uncertainty over electricity and environmental policies" had driven "a sharp rise in wholesale prices for gas and electricity", which 
could eventually be passed on to household power bills. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949105898 

 

 
The pursuit of cheap power will leave you in the dark 
Canberra Times, Business News, 05/08/17, Michael Pascoe, page 23 

 

Last month was our warmest July on record. That wasn't enough to prevent sticker shock from winter's power bills. But if the size 
of the bill is annoying, searching out the cheapest alternative is possibly worse. Energy companies' various plans and conditions 
aren't as infamously complicated as private health insurance but they're of the same school: maximise revenue; keep customers by 
keeping them in the dark. The major power companies' default mode is to treat loyal, long-term customers as complete mugs. It's 
fallen to the ACCC to remind consumers that all the energy retailers offer discounts if a customer bothers to ask. Don't ask and 
you'll pay the mug's price. It's going the next step, finding the best deal, where the pursuit of cheaper power becomes complicated. 
Life is short and comparison shopping tedious, so if the energy retailers run systems that even the comparison sites don't quite 
understand, there's a fair chance consumer inertia will mean many customers give up trying and stick with the incumbent. Driven 
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by the aforementioned sticker shock, your newly-humbled columnist has discovered he has been guilty of paying "lazy tax" by not 
asking for a discount. He has also discovered that the comparison sites can't agree on which retailer has the best deal. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vo949105900 

 

 
Voter Short Fuse 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, Steven Wardill, page 1 

 

Queenslanders are blaming renewable energy for surging power prices, forcing them to cut spending on holidays, dinners and 
clothes to cover their costs. Most Queenslanders have also backed a proposal for a new coal-fired power station in the state’s 
north to help drive economic opportunities and bring down prices. The findings from a new Galaxy Poll, commissioned exclusively 
for The Courier- Mail, are a bitter blow for the Palaszczuk Government, which has hotly pursued a 50 per cent renewable energy 
target and condemned the costs of new coal-fired power. Ahead of a crisis meeting on prices next week with Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull, energy retailers yesterday blamed the lack of a coherent national policy for forcing up costs. The Reserve Bank 
also warned the rising price of electricity and gas would put pressure on inflation, hitting households with higher bills as well as 
increased costs passed on by business. Queensland’s standard electricity tariff has surged from 14 per kWh with a $5.40 a month 
service fee to almost 26 per kWh and 87 a day over the last decade. A typical Queensland customer will pay almost $2000 for 
power in 2017-18 while small businesses will pay $2550 after rises of 3.3 per cent and 4.1 per cent respectively. The Palaszczuk 
Government spared households from further price pain by absorbing the $770 million cost of the solar bonus scheme’s 44 feed-in 
tariff over the next three years. However, the high-priced home-produced power was forecast to add $4.1 billion to power bills 
overall. The Galaxy Poll found 47 per cent of voters believed renewable energy was driving up their prices, while just 14 per cent 
thought solar, wind and other sources were keeping costs down. It found 28 per cent believed renewables were having no impact.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zd949105902 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

 
Electricity prices spark talk at election 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, Steven Wardill, page 4 

 

No issue will be as critical or as complex at the looming Queensland election as electricity prices. That is because both sides of 
politics have made efforts to cut energy costs over the past two terms. But voters will not give them credit for it. Why would they? 
Power prices doubled over the past decade because state-owned poles and wires businesses splurged $22 billion on their 
networks. They then demanded households pay it back, with interest. As soon as the networks' gold-plating practices were halted, 
Government-owned generators chimed in to deliver record dividends. Each time the state has stepped in and then paused for 
plaudits that never came. Voters are convinced politicians are the problem rather than the solution. They are like a thief who claims 
innocence because they were not seen at the crime scene even though they were caught in a cash-laden getaway car. That is 
what makes power prices such a vexed issue. Voters want the Government to act. But they no longer believe what is promised will 
work. The State Government has stopped the gouging of the generators. The Newman government halted the spending of the 
networks. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zd949105904 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

 
Power eats into other necessities 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, Jack McKay, page 5 

 

Like most Queenslanders, the power bill chews up a big chunk of Liah Johnston's family budget. The 34-year-old mother-of- three 
(left) lives with husband James, 40, at Carrara on the Gold Coast and says their power bill has increased significantly in recent 
years. "The fact that our electricity bill has jumped so much over the last three years along with the other bills means we’re 
definitely having to think about spending a little less on luxury things like holidays, going out for dinner," she said. "And even in 
terms of necessities like grocery shopping and things like that, it’s also something that we need to keep an eye on with our budget, 
with how much we are spending." Ms Johnston says her family uses solar power, but it does not provide "a whole lot" of cost-
saving relief. "I think it does make a difference mostly with the hot water," she said. "But we’re still finding our bills are really up 
there." Ms Johnston, whose husband works as a delivery driver, currently cares for their children at home, but intends on returning 
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to work soon "as the cost of living continues to rise". Is the increasing use of renewable energy driving electricity prices up, helping 
keep them down or having no impact? Uncommitted 11% Driving prices up 47% Having no impact on price 28% Helping to keep 
prices down 14%Which of these things have you missed out on because you need the money for electricity bills? Little luxuries 
43% Holidays 42% Going out for dinner 37% Buying new clothes 33% Buying people presents 31% None of the above 43% 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zd949105906 

 

 
Power to the people is more than a catchy election slogan 
Courier Mail, Editorials, 05/08/17, page 56 

 

The latest Courier-Mail Galaxy poll should serve as a very loud wake-up call to policymakers looking at Queensland's medium to 
long-term energy needs. Almost half of all voters surveyed believe renewable energy is serving to push prices up, with only one in 
seven believing it has the opposite effect. This perception, as high electricity prices flow through to the point where people are 
saying they are cutting back on discretional spending, is shaping to be one of the key battlegrounds of the next state election. In 
this context, any political party that fails to offer a meaningful and achievable difference to household budgets is likely to be 
punished at the ballot box. Queensland voters are not stupid. They understand the electricity sector is a complex beast, and 
Queensland is just part of a national wholesale market where prices can be driven by forces well beyond our control. They have 
also, however, watched what can happen when a state moves too quickly to shift its bulk electricity generation to renewables such 
as wind, the crippling blackouts in South Australia over the summer period being a case in point. They also tend to follow the news, 
and would read with some alarm the concerns expressed by regulators that major government-owned generators in this state may 
have been gaming the wholesale electricity market in an attempt to maximise profits at times of peak demand. Ultimately, it would 
be fair to say that for most consumers, there is no particular preference as to exactly where our power is sourced from, so long as 
it is affordable and the lights actually work when you flick the switch. Clearly the cleaner that energy is the better, but a balance has 
to be struck between environmental goals and economic reality, particularly when it comes to ensuring competitive energy prices 
for the state's major industrial users. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zd949105908 

 

 
Mine blast 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 05/08/17, Luke Griffiths, page 1 

 

Power prices must drop by 25 per cent before South Australia can effectively market itself as an attractive investment destination, 
the boss of BHP's Olympic Dam mine has warned. Jacqui McGill made the comments yesterday as she outlined the mining giant's 
plan to spend $600 million in SA this financial year. "We compete in a global market - I can't add a 25 per cent premium onto my 
copper price, because that's how much more expensive the power price is in SA," she said. "(Power) pricing has to shift - you 
cannot have the power prices at the level we do and look to encourage investment into the state of SA," she told a business lunch 
in Adelaide yesterday. "We need more action, both nationally and locally, to ensure pricing of power is improved." "You know our 
business is tied to the state," Ms McGill said yesterday. "What I'm concerned about for the state is for those businesses who aren't 
tied here and what the potential impact of that higher pricing will mean for them," she said. Ms McGill said security of power supply 
was also of vital importance. BHP is SA's biggest private employer, with more than 3000 staff. Full production at Olympic Dam - 
which requires around 125MW of power to operate - didn't resume for more than a fortnight following last September's statewide 
blackout, costing the company $US105 million. BHP had since "made investments to provide us with protection if there's ever a 
blackout of that duration again", Ms McGill, right, said. "The removal of the Northern power station (in Port Augusta) from that area, 
that is a concern for us - the security of supply, price, and the reliability of the system. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ql949105910 

 

 
Renewable ventures are no small change 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business News, 05/08/17, Dr Peter Burdon, page 54 

 

Climate change is one of those issues that has a tendency to divide politics, and, we assume, business. But in reality, private 
investors are far in advance of governments in responding to climate change. The world of private investors is one of the most 
dynamic aspects of climate politics today. In the past three years we have witnessed unprecedented momentum towards a new 
"industrial-energy revolution". Globally, examples include the Montreal Carbon Pledge, an initiative that calls for investors from all 
over the world to commit to measure and publicly disclose the carbon footprint of their investment portfolios on an annual basis. 
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Currently, 120 investors with control of more than $US10 trillion in assets are involved in the MCP. Another example is the 
revolution in Green Bonds - they are expected to grow from $US42 billion issued in 2015, to $US130 billion issued in 2017. This 
direction is unstoppable. It's being driven by those who see where the world is headed and understand that the future will be 
powered by low-emission technology. South Australia is also a major player in this story. Since 2003-04 our state's energy has 
transitioned from 99 per cent fossil fuels to 40 per cent wind and solar. As reported by the Climate Council, we have the "highest 
renewable energy capacity and capacity per capita of all the states and territories". This month's announcement that Tesla would 
build the world's biggest battery storage installation near Jamestown has pushed us into the global spotlight. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ql949105912 

Also prospected for Climate Change  

 

 
Time to focus on the tough issues in energy policy: APGA 
Australian Pipeliner, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

APGA has called for the end to ad hoc decision making in the energy sector following the introduction of new regulatory measures 
without appropriate consultation and scrutiny. APGA Chief Executive Peter Greenwood said the new measures, which came into 
effect on 1 August 2017 but which were not even made available until the afternoon of that day, would do little to increase energy 
security or affordability which were the main problems in the sector. “As is often the case when action is valued over evidence, this 
new regulation imposes an unfair burden on pipeline operators and overturns regulatory principles which apply to other 
infrastructure,” said Mr Greenwood. “Policy makers simply must grapple with the real and difficult issues that plague the energy 
sector in Australia, and stop tinkering with small parts of the industry without sufficient consideration of the longer term 
consequences. “Effective regulation replicates the effects of a competitive market. “It should not be forgotten that these new 
regulations will apply to unregulated pipelines – that is, where there has been no formal analysis that regulation will deliver benefit 
to consumers. “We must also question why governments pay so much attention to the cost of transporting gas when that amounts 
to just 8 per cent on average of a household gas bill, and tariffs haven’t changed in real terms for 15 years. “Even if any saving is to 
be made from these new rules, there is no guarantee that benefits will be passed on to gas users.” 

 

Read Item: https://www.pipeliner.com.au/2017/08/04/time-focus-tough-issues-energy-policy-apga/ 

 

 
Coal lobby hits peak denial on battery storage, renewables 
Renew Economy, Other, 04/08/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

The coal lobby is showing increasing signs of desperation, dipping into their bags of increasingly tenuous talking points in an 
attempt to find an argument to demonise renewables, battery storage, and promote their core commodity. The latest comes from 
Australia’s largest coal miner Glencore, the international mining giant, and its most senior executive in Australia, Peter Freyberg, 
who decided to join the conga-line of conservatives and vested interests seeking to diminish and mock the Tesla big battery in 
South Australia. “The much heralded proposed renewable lithium battery storage in South Australia of 129 megawatt-hours would 
power our aluminium smelter here in New South Wales for a grand total of 7.7 minutes,” Freyberg said, according to the AFR, 
which made it the lead story on its home page. If you’ve heard those arguments before, that’s because they are similar to those 
repeated by conservative commentators on radio and in the Murdoch press, and on the right wing of the Coalition government. Not 
to mention One Nation. The Glencore comments came around the same time as a study financed by Australian National Low 
Emissions Coal Research and Development, which came up with this pearler – arguing that each megawatt of wind needed 
23MWh of back-up in South Australia, and 48 hours in Queensland. “If storage were to be provided to back this up, then in SA it 
would need to hold at least 23MWh for each MW of wind. SA has about 1600MW of wind so to secure this against a wind drought 
would need 285 batteries of the size being built by Tesla at time of writing. The economics of this operation would be poor with 
some of the storage only being used once every 5 years.” As one energy analyst noted, the idea of proposing to build 285 Tesla 
big batteries to cover a one-in-five-year event is “completely idiotic”. First of all, it assumes that the power system will be nothing 
but wind and battery storage – solar, pumped hydro, biofuels, solar thermal? – and that the huge back-up built to support the 
inflexible coal generators would suddenly disappear. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/coal-lobby-hits-peak-denial-battery-storage-renewables-54187/ 

 
 

Power meeting must talk target: industry 
GWN7 - Yahoo!7, Other, 04/08/17, Paul Osborne 
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Electricity companies have welcomed the prime minister's invitation to talks on power bills next week, but say the best fix is being 
ignored by the government. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has summoned seven electricity chiefs and their industry body to a 
meeting in Canberra on Wednesday. The government has adopted all but one recommendation of the recent Finkel review into the 
electricity system - a clean energy target. But Australian Energy Council chief Matthew Warren says that's precisely what is 
needed. "A bipartisan, national clean energy target remains the key reform to drive new investment and bring down electricity 
prices," he said on Friday. Mr Warren said recent power price rises were the result of old generators closing and the lack of a 
consistent plan as to how to replace them. Mr Turnbull, in his meeting invitation letter, said power price rises had put serious strain 
on Australian households and businesses. A key concern was consumers being pushed from discounted market rates to higher 
priced standard contracts or non-discounted plans often without realising it. Mr Warren said the industry agreed energy prices were 
unsustainable, but the problem could not be solved simply by talking about retail bills and customer deals. Power prices were rising 
because electricity was becoming scarce and new generation was needed, but investors were holding off until they saw a 
"workable, durable and bipartisan policy". Treasurer Scott Morrison told the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Thursday the 
government was open to meeting Labor "in the middle" on energy policy. Labor has promised to ditch its proposed emissions 
intensity scheme in favour of a clean energy target if the government wishes to adopt the policy. 

 

Read Item: https://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w1/news/a/-/national/36604823/power-meeting-must-talk-target-industry/ 

 

 

 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 
 

Dithering dunderheads block cash flows 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, Des Houghton, page 36 

 

Dithering dunderheads delaying the Adani Carmichael coal mine cost us $3.56 million a week in lost royalties, which is more than 
half a million dollars a day. The mine is expected to produce 25 million tonnes of coal each year. The value of that coal, based on 
last week's thermal spot price of $103.22, would be $2.58 billion. This would deliver a staggering $185 million in royalties each 
year. Therefore, a one-day delay of the Carmichael project would cost the Queensland Government about $507,000 in foregone 
royalties. Deputy Premier Jackie Trad is fighting to sink the project. It is a similar story of lost revenue for the New Acland coal 
mine expansion project, 58km northwest of Toowoomba. It is expected to produce 7.5 million tonnes of thermal coal a year. It has 
an estimated export value of $774 million a year. However, 93 per cent of the land covered by the Stage 3 project was granted 
freehold title before 1910. Therefore, the royalties are paid to private landholders, including New Hope, while the remaining 7 per 
cent is paid to the state. The New Acland project Stage 3 would give the Queensland Government $3.89 million in royalties each 
year. So delays cost $74,700 in lost royalties a week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ql949105914 

 

 
Coal is king as new mine starts 
Courier Mail, Business News, 05/08/17, John McCarthy, page 59 

 

Another coal mine in central Queensland has been given the green light. Natural Resources and Mines Minister Anthony Lynham 
said the Meteor Downs South project had been given the go ahead by Sojitz Coal Mining and U&D Mining. It follows the green light 
for the $1.7 billion Byerwen project by QCoal and the restart of the Isaac Plains mine, the Blair Athol mine and Collinsville. The 
project, about 45km southeast of Springsure, would be operated by Sojitz Corporation subsidiary SCM which also owns and 
operates the Minerva Mine, and is expected to generate 40 to 50 full time jobs for the local community when fully operational. "The 
decision by Sojitz and U&D is more positive job and economic news for central Queensland communities," he said. "This 
investment of more than $30 million represents another vote of confidence in our state, as we continue to see the sustainable 
development of our resources sector. "For locals and families in towns like Springsure, Rolleston and across the surrounding 
region, this is a real shot in the arm." Dr Lynham said preliminary onsite activities for the project were expected to commence later 
this year, with construction expected to start in January 2018. "Once Meteor Downs reaches the production stage, the mine is 
expecting to export coal via the Port of Gladstone," he said. The mine will have an annual capacity of more than 1.5 million tonnes 
when fully operational and a mine life of about 10 years 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ql949105916 
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A bottler of a solution 
Herald Sun, General News, 05/08/17, page 30 

 

A deposit scheme for plastic bottles would be the most effective way to tackle ocean pollution, a study argues. Plastic from bottles 
is said to be responsible for one-third of the total found on beaches or in the seas. UK think tank and charity Green Alliance argues 
introducing a deposit/refund system could ensure 95 per cent of plastic bottles are recycled. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ht949105918 

 

 
BHP's Olympic-sized spend 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business News, 05/08/17, Luke Griffiths, page 55 

 

Mining giant BHP will invest $600 million at its Olympic Dam operations this financial year - the most significant outlay the company 
has ever made in South Australia. The expenditure will be spread across three key areas and involve the largest ever planned 
shutdown at the copper, uranium and gold mine, asset president Jacqui McGill says. "These investments - in our underground 
infrastructure and above-ground processing operations - will help us build the foundations for long-term, safe, stable and 
sustainable growth at Olympic Dam," she told attendees at an AmCham lunch in Adelaide yesterday. "The investment will ensure 
the operation is more modern, reliable and can support processing of additional tonnes in coming financial years." About $240 
million will help underpin further underground development in the existing northern mine area footprint, with a similar amount going 
towards a range of infrastructure projects, including a major smelter upgrade that will start in a fortnight. Ms McGill said the smelter 
campaign was the single most important aspect of the Olympic Dam investment plan this year. It will involve a rebuild of the 
electric slag furnace, the flash furnace and the electro static precipitator. "Extensive preparation work for the shut has been 
underway for a number of months and at the peak of construction, we'll have 1300 contractors onsite working around the clock to 
help us dismantle, rebuild and upgrade all major components of the smelter," Ms McGill said. "While the rolling shutdown across 
surface operations starts in late August, all up the maintenance campaign will run for more than 100 days and we'll be maximising 
this planned downtime by also undertaking important maintenance and upgrade work on our refinery. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ht949105920 

 

 
Venture chief confident marine work on rise 
Weekend West, Business News, 05/08/17, Peter Williams, page 96 

 

It might seem like a terrible time to be offering marine services to the oil and gas industry, but Jim Caldwell is upbeat. 'This year's 
going to be a really good year for us,' chief executive of newly formed Atlas Programmed Marine said. "We have a number of 
projects all basically happening now." The joint venture has inherited Programmed contracts, including manning vessels for hook-
up and commissioning of the Ichthys LNG project's floating facilities off the Kimberley. The pick-up in work comes after a 
disastrous year or two triggered by the oil price slump and Gorgon LNG project work ending. Earnings of Programmed's marine 
division, much of it picked up from the 2015 acquisition of Skilled Group, slumped and its workforce fell from 2200 to 340 over 18 
months. APM started operating last month after Programmed's $29 million sale of half the business to Atlas Professionals. The 
joint venture has a workforce of about 800 and has expanded beyond supplying offshore crews and catering to offering remotely 
operated vehicle personnel. Mr Caldwell is even positive about an exploration comeback in areas such as the Great Australian 
Bight, and the prospect of North West LNG projects Browse and Scarborough coming off the shelf. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ht949105922 

 

 
UQ researchers lead project that could make almost anything recyclable 
Brisbane Times, Other, 04/08/17, Connor Pound 

 

Scientists have created a computer simulation to help scientists modify a bacteria that could lead to almost anything being 
recyclable. Researchers at the University of Queensland's Australian Institute for Bio-engineering and Nanotechnology worked in 
partnership with US company LanzaTech to develop a computer model that will help scientists streamline the fermentation of 
carbon emissions. The project was designed to build upon the natural qualities of the Clostridium autoethanogenum bacteria, 
which transforms emissions such as carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide into ethanol in a process called syngas fermentation. 
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The bacteria, originally discovered in rabbit droppings, belonged to one of the oldest living microorganism families on the planet. 
AIBN researcher Dr Esteban Marcellin was excited over its possible uses. "The beauty of it is you can gasify pretty much anything," 
he said. "You could in theory convert municipal solid waste or any waste stream into chemicals. "That means once you finish 
eating something you put it in the rubbish bin and instead of going into landfill it could go into a gasifier and then on to the 
fermenter." LanzaTech has so far used the bacteria in a process that involved placing fermentors on the end of steel-mill 
smokestacks to capture their carbon emissions and transform it into biofuel. By simulating the cellular metabolism of any bacteria-
gene pairing, the computer model allows scientists to create bacteria that more efficiently captures carbon emissions and select 
pairings that allow the emissions to be transformed into other products. 

 

Read Item: http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/technology/innovation/uq-researchers-lead-project-that-could-make-almost-
anything-recyclable-20170728-gxkvvw.html 

 

 
BHP engaged in major SA projects 
Herald Sun, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

Mining giant BHP has embarked on the most significant investment program ever at its Olympic Dam operations in South Australia, 
a senior official says. Olympic Dam Asset President Jacqui McGill told a business lunch in Adelaide that 49 projects worth more 
than $600 million were currently underway. "This represents the most significant investment we've ever made in our South 
Australian operations," Ms McGill said on Friday. "These investments, in our underground infrastructure and above ground 
processing operations, will help us build the foundations for long-term, safe, stable and sustainable growth at Olympic Dam. "The 
investment will ensure the operation is more modern, reliable and can support processing of additional tonnes in coming financial 
years." Ms McGill said BHP was currently recruiting for its South Australian operations with the goal of establishing a more diverse 
workforce that was representative of the local community. That has also included a 20 per cent increase in the number of women 
over the past 12 months. BHP's investment at Olympic Dam, one of the world's largest copper and uranium deposits, includes 
about $350 million on an infrastructure program spread across the next two years. Other funds are going to underground 
development at the northern mine area and expansion of the high-grade southern area. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/heraldsun.com.au/2017/08/04/94be313c-8f57-4a3c-b27b-d56507e62ca9.html 

 
 
 

ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 04/08/17, Michael Condon, Interview with Dr James Whelan, researcher, Environmental 
Justice Australia. Condon say the Environmental Justice Australia says it took nine months to access the annual reports about 
Whitehaven Coal's operations in the Namoi region through freedom of information. They show all four of the company's mines in 
north western NSW had breached at least one, and in some cases several, of their licence conditions over the last six years. 
Reports to the NSW Environmental Protection Agency reveal noise and air pollution was in a number of cases two times the 
national standard. A spokesman for Whitehaven says there have been some non-compliance but their operations continue to work 
under strict environmental controls. Whelan says he was gobsmacked by how hard it was to access the reports. He says they lost 
freedom of information request with the NSW Government back in September and it has already taken nine months because the 
Whitehaven has refused to cooperate. 

 
 
 

ABC North West WA, Breakfast, 04/08/17, Joseph Dunstan, Interview with Barry Haase, administrator, Australian Indian Ocean 
Territories. Dunstan talks about Christmas Island who's economy could be headed for a cliff due to the possible closure of the 
phosphate mine on the island. He says that the operators of the mine will be meeting to decide on the future of the mine, noting 
that they're worried that if the Federal Government does not approve their expansion, they might need to shut. he then introduces 
Barry Haase, administrator, Australian Indian Ocean Territories, to comment on the issue. Haase says that he's not yet aware of 
the government's decision on the expansion, but he understands the concern for the economic impact if the mine was closed. He 
says that the mine can't simply just be shut down and that an alternative operation to sustain the economy must be introduced. He 
says that the mine represents 50 percent of the island's economy. He says he's been speaking Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister 
for Environment and Energy and Department of Infrastructure to advance the expansion of the mine to maintain the economy. He 
says the sooner the decision is made, the better. 

 
 
 
Great Barrier Reef 
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Limit global temperature increase to 1.2 degrees to save Great Barrier Reef 
w3livenews.com, Other, 04/08/17,  

 

An expert panel has urged countries around the world including Australia to limit the global temperature rise to 1.2 degrees if we 
intend to save the Great Barrier Reef’s biodiversity, While there has been a lot of deterioration due to the already increasing 
temperatures, the expert panel has said that to prevent further damage, we need to limit the increased in global temperatures by 
1.2 degrees. In their report, the scientists highlighted the fact that the Great Barrier Reef’s unprecedented bleaching events over 
the past two summers had killed “close to 50 per cent” of the corals over the entire reef, and they called for climate action. 

 

Read Item: http://www.w3livenews.com/2017/08/04/Limit-global-temperature-increase-to-1-2-degrees-to-save-Great-
Barrier-Reef/6903120 

Also prospected for Climate Change  

 
 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 
 

Queensland to the rescue 
Courier Mail, General News, 05/08/17, Des Houghton, page 36 

 

Have the good farming folk of NSW and Victoria gone completely bonkers? It would appear so. Hoodwinked by green activists into 
believing that coal gas will deliver an environmental apocalypse, they have turned their backs on a small fortune. The southern 
states' procrastinations on gas production have locked the gates on hundreds of millions in royalties. The proof of their folly sits in a 
report from Queensland's independent GasFields Commission, which found $238 million compensation had been paid to 
landholders in the past seven years. In fact, the payments to farmers and graziers would be more than that because an extra 2000 
wells had been sunk since those figures were compiled. Meanwhile, the moratorium in the south has helped drive power prices 
through the roof. The cost of living has soared and businesses that are big energy users have had their profitability smashed. No 
matter that an independent review three years ago by NSW chief scientist Mary O'Kane came out in support of coal seam gas with 
the appropriate environmental safeguards. O'Kane concluded Queensland science graduate who was born in the central 
Queensland mining town of Mount Morgan. She said: "With effective consultation addressing stakeholder concerns and 
appropriate levels of compensation, CSG development can provide new revenue streams for landholders and their communities. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ht949105924 

Also prospected for Energy  

 
 
 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Heritage 
 
 

Call for Federal ranger funds 
West Australian, Other, 04/08/17, Tom Zaunmayr 

 

A spokesman from Australia's peak heritage body has called on the Federal Government to consider funding the Burrup 
Peninsula's Murujuga land and sea unit. Speaking at Deep Gorge last week, Australian Heritage Council indigenous heritage 
expert Lyndon Ormond-Parker said Murujuga’s case was unique given it was primarily funded by industry. “With the current fiscal 
budget cuts, I think it is always good we can get funding from elsewhere and that industry is involved in the preservation of cultural 
heritage,” he said. “What is really interesting with this particular ranger program is that it’s all funded through industry — they don’t 
currently receive any funding from the  Commonwealth for their ranger program. “Of course, I think they should also possibly be 
funded by the Commonwealth as there has been a downturn in the industry here, leaving less money to support such projects.” 
Pilbara MLA Kevin Michel said the State Government was working to boost resources for the Muru-juga rangers. “We are trying to 
get more done here,” he said. “That is why we are supporting them from the State Government by giving $200,000 to the ranger 
program for the next four years,” he said. 

 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/pilbara-news/call-for-federal-ranger-funds-ng-b88548267z 
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Marine 

 

 

Worried about Australia's Marine Reserves? ... You should be! 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 05/08/17, tasmaniantimes.com 

 

In 2012, after 14 years of extensive planning and research the Federal Labor Government finalised a national network of marine 
networks.  Unfortunately the following year the Abbott government took the extraordinary step of suspending all new federal marine 
parks. Now it comes down to the Turnbull government’s views on how these marine areas should be managed. The Liberals’ draft 
plan has just been released, and rest assured it doesn’t look good for conservation. Not surprisingly the Liberals have completely 
ignored their own science recommendations, the voice of the Australian public and the pleas of local communities. Now they are 
proposing reductions in marine areas and retrograded measures for our oceanic gems all around the country. This undoubtedly will 
open the door to destructive commercial fishing and pave the way for the oil and gas magnates. Unique global treasures such as 
these are now vulnerable to exploitation – The Great Barrier Reef, the Great Australian Bight, Lord Howe Island, the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, the Kimberley, The Coral Sea, Geographe Bay and the Perth Canyon. These dedicated sanctuaries were declared 
through federal bi-partisan politics. Now it seems most of the problems the reserve currently face have arisen from the Tony Abbott 
era when he ordered a ‘review’ saying that not enough research science and consultation had taken place. Here’s what took place 
before Abbott’s neglect and intervention: 10 years of scientific assessment. 606 days of consultation. 221 leading scientists backed 
sanctuaries. 750,000 public and stakeholder submissions, with 95% support. $100 million allocated to compensate for less than 
2% of commercial fish catch affected. How much more research is needed? Australia lays claim to the third largest area of ocean 
on Earth and we have an international responsibility to conserve our oceans. The Federal Government is a signatory to the United 
Nation’s Convention on the Law of the Sea, which requires us to manage the oceans surrounding our continent for both economic 
benefit and conservation. 

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/article/worried-about-australias-marine-reserves...you-should-be/ 
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From: @environment.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 5:38 PM
To: BoM Media
Subject: FW: Transcript request [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: X00071321526, Josh Frydenberg, 3AW, Drive, 04 August 2017.docx

FYI 

From: 
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 5:37 PM 
To:  'Katherine Philp' <katherine.philp@bom.gov.au> 
Cc: Media <Media@environment.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Transcript request [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi team, 

3AW transcript attached  of the Minister discussing BoM. 

 | Media and Strategic Communications 
Communications, Innovation and Partnership Branch 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
GPO Box 787 CANBERRA, ACT 2601 

@environment.gov.au 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background and is not for attribution. 

From: Media  
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 5:25 PM 
To: @environment.gov.au>; Media <Media@environment.gov.au> 
Cc: @environment.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Transcript request [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Hi 

Attached is the 3AW transcript. 

Doc. 114
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From:   
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 4:15 PM 
To: Media <Media@environment.gov.au> 
Cc: @environment.gov.au> 
Subject: Transcript request [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
 
Frydenberg – 4/8 – 4.13pm – 3AW 
 
Thank you!AW t 
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From: Media <Media@environment.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 12:07 PM
Subject: Midday media summary 4 August 2017 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Summary 4 August 2017.pdf

Good afternoon, 

Please find below a midday media update. This provides a brief snapshot of follow up coverage of morning news and 
emerging issues. 

Minister Frydenberg coverage 

Minister Frydenberg -Energy 

Probe on power prices 
Townsville Bulletin, 4/8/17 

A state Government-owned energy corporation’s effective monopoly on retail pricing and alleged anti-competitive 
policies in regional Queensland will come under the spotlight of an electricity inquiry forum in Townsville on Monday. 
The forum is part of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s national inquiry into electricity pricing 
which will also delve into allegations state-owned generators have been gaming the market to boost profits and 
dividends to government at the expense of consumers. Attention has been focused on Queensland state-owned 
generators Stanwell and CS Energy after federal Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg last month accused them of using 
their market power to raise wholesale prices at peak demand periods. 

https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/82247/822231745.pdf 

Turnbull demands answers on power 
Townsville Bulletin, 4/8/17 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has demanded a “please explain” from the bosses of the nation’s biggest power 
companies over price transparency and the country’s electricity price crisis. In a letter to the eight major power 
companies, Mr Turnbull says Queenslanders could save $900 a year if they were more open on their pricing. […] Mr 
Turnbull called bosses from Energy Australia, Origin Energy, AGL, Snowy Hydro, Momentum Energy, Alinta Energy, 
Simply Energy and Australian Energy Council to Canberra on Wednesday. He criticised them for lack of transparency, 
before calling them to attend the sit-down with himself, Treasurer Scott Morrison and Energy Minister Josh 
Frydenberg. 

https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/82247/822235420.pdf 

ABC News, 4/8/17, PM Malcolm Turnbull has criticised energy companies for giving customers a bad deal when their 
contracts end and is summoning five heads of energy to Canberra next week to discuss the issue. Minister for the 
Environment and Energy Josh Frydenberg says that companies can do more to increase the transparency around 
energy bills for customers. He says that the Australian Energy Regulator has found that households can save up to 
$1,000. He says that the last meeting in Canberra went well and the government will be exploring regulatory options 
in this meeting. He says that vulnerable households are getting the worst energy deals. He says that ACCC chairman 
Rod Sims is in contact with the prime minister, the treasurer and himself and that the government can not wait until 
next June for the ACCC's final report on energy prices to act. He says that they are looking at all options for Dr 
Finkel's clean energy target in 2020. 

ABC News, 4/8/17, Pre-recorded interview with Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy. Lane 
says the Prime Minister summoned the bosses of seven energy companies to Canberra next week, pointing out that 
he is not happy that thousands of electricity customers get a raw deal when their contracts end. She indicates that 
Turnbull claims more needs to be done, adding that too many households and businesses are paying significantly 
more than they should because they are not aware of better deals. Frydenberg says the companies can increase the 
transparency around the bills that people receive. He says the Australian energy regulator has found that households 
who move retailers and contracts could save up to $1,000 a year or more but up to 50% of households actually don't 
move retailers or contracts over the last five years. He says the last meeting with gas companies went well because 
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they saw a fall in gas prices. He adds that they will look at regulatory options for the matter. Lane says the ACCC is 
already examining power pricing and behaviour and an interim report is due next month, pointing out that they should 
wait for what Rod Sims would come up with. Frydenberg says the PM, Treasurer, and himself are talking with Sims 
constantly. He adds that the Australian Energy Market Commission released a report just last week which indicated 
how bad it was for these households who were stuck on a bad deal and they need to take action now. Lane asks 
about the Finkel review. Frydenberg says they are looking at all options when it comes to the clean energy target, 
bearing in mind it is a policy intended by 2020. He notes that they have 49 other recommendations through the COAG 
Energy Council which will help stabilise the system and create affordable power. Lane says Tony Abbott is 
determined to kill off the policy. Frydenberg reiterates Dr [Alan] Finkel's credibility. He adds that he doesn't think it is 
'green theology'. Lane asks about the Coalition's fight over same-sex marriage. Frydenberg says their policy is a 
plebiscite, noting that Bill Shorten had told the Australian Christian Lobby that he would support a plebiscite back in 
2013. 
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, PM Malcolm Turnbull has called the major electricity companies to a meeting next week over the 
overcharging of consumers. The Government has accused the companies of switching customers from discounted 
plans to more expensive contracts without consent. Federal Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg says Turnbull would tell 
the companies to treat customers fairly. 
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, A renewable energy leader says diesel generators in Eyre Peninsula could help with the 
proposed new system to cope with electricity demand during peak period. 
 
PM to eyeball energy bosses over bills 
Daily Telegraph, 4/8/17 
 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg hopes the federal government won't have to threaten legislation to force energy 
companies to rein in rising power bills. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has summoned seven electricity chiefs and 
their industry body to a meeting in Canberra on Wednesday. Mr Frydenberg said the government was looking at 
regulatory options. "But in the first instance the prime minister wants to eyeball the retailers and to tell them that we all 
need to do better to ensure particularly vulnerable households ... get the best possible deals," he told ABC Radio on 
Friday. Those invited to the meeting include the heads of Energy Australia, Origin Energy, AGL, Snowy Hydro, 
Momentum Energy, Alinta Energy, Simply Energy and the Australian Energy Council. The prime minister has 
previously met with gas company chiefs, which led to government intervention in a bid to keep a lid on escalating 
prices. The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission is due to release its interim report on competition in 
the electricity sector in September and a final report in June 2018. Mr Frydenberg said the government couldn't afford 
to wait that long before acting. He insists energy bosses must increase the transparency around power bills. 
 
http://online.isentialink.com/dailytelegraph.com.au/2017/08/04/78ee6b4b-1869-407e-be92-6f23d216064b.html  
 
Solar grid at Garden Island will be ‘revolutionary’ 
Weekend Courier, 4/8/17 
 
A sod turning ceremony to mark construction of a “revolutionary” world-first solar, battery, wave and desalination 
microgrid was held at the HMAS Stirling naval base on Tuesday. The $7.5 million project is being carried out by 
Carnegie Clean Energy, which is building a two megawatt solar photovoltaic and battery energy storage microgrid to 
supply power and water to the base. Carnegie chief executive Michael Ottaviano said the Garden Island Microgrid 
Project would be the largest embedded, grid-connected solar and battery microgrid in Australia. The project would be 
integrated with existing diesel generators and the Western Power grid to demonstrate off-grid and on-grid functionality 
of a microgrid and “bumpless” transfer between the two operating modes. […]Federal Environment and Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg attended the ceremony and welcomed the start of construction. 
 
http://www.communitynews.com.au/weekend-courier/news/solar-grid-at-garden-island-will-be-revolutionary/  
 
Target not ‘green theology’: Frydenberg hits back at Abbott 
The Australian, 4/8/17 
 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg has hit back at Tony Abbott’s description of Chief Scientist Alan Finkel’s Clean 
Energy Target proposal as “green theology”, saying it is not “green theology” to get certainty into the energy market. 
Mr Frydenberg’s comments come after Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull wrote to energy company bosses, 
summoning them to a meeting at Parliament House next week and rebuking them for their “lack of disclosure” in 
pricing. Mr Turnbull is focusing on retail power prices while the Coalition remains deeply divided over Dr Finkel’s 
Clean Energy Target. Mr Abbott this week called for the target to be killed off, describing it as “green theology”. “I 
don’t think it’s green theology to get certainty into the market to drive prices down and to ensure a more stable system 
over all,” Mr Frydenberg told ABC radio. “What we are focused on is outcomes, and that is why the COAG energy 
Council commissioned Australia’s chief scientist to come up with a blueprint for stabilising the system. “As I’ve said, in 
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record time we have implemented a number of his recommendations. The Clean Energy Target is still subject to 
consideration by the federal government.” Mr Frydenberg said Dr Finkel was an eminent Australian. 
 
http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/04/5876d1c8-0341-42b0-96cf-d33aaa3d514a.html  
 

Minister Frydenberg - Environment Standards Division 

 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, Interview with Barry Haase, administrator, Australian Indian Ocean Territories. Dunstan talks 
about Christmas Island who's economy could be headed for a cliff due to the possible closure of the phosphate mine 
on the island. He says that the operators of the mine will be meeting to decide on the future of the mine, noting that 
they're worried that if the Federal Government does not approve their expansion, they might need to shut. he then 
introduces Barry Haase, administrator, Australian Indian Ocean Territories, to comment on the issue. Haase says that 
he's not yet aware of the government's decision on the expansion, but he understands the concern for the economic 
impact if the mine was closed. He says that the mine can't simply just be shut down and that an alternative operation 
to sustain the economy must be introduced. He says that the mine represents 50 percent of the island's economy. He 
says he's been speaking Josh Frydenberg, Federal Minister for Environment and Energy and Department of 
Infrastructure to advance the expansion of the mine to maintain the economy. He says the sooner the decision is 
made, the better. 
 
All other coverage 
 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, Compere says Australian Renewable Energy Agency is working on a Demand Response 
Program for SA and Vic to provide temporary electricity supply during extreme weather events and unplanned 
outages. Compere says he spoke to ARENA CEO Ivor Frischknecht about demand response. 
 

Biodiversity/Land Management  

 
Fish farming set to move North-West 
Tasmanian Country, 4/8/17 
 
Fish farming looks set to be expanded to Tasmania’s far North-West. In a series of major developments on fish 
farming on Wednesday, the State Government announced a new “grow zone” around Circular Head and King Island 
under a soon-tobe released Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan. Petuna Aquaculture has indicated it wants to 
explore salmon farming near Three Hummock Island in the new grow zone. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/821960749.pdf  
 
Rainforest logging cost of production greater than ‘capacity to pay’ 
Tasmanian Times, 4/8/17 
 
Hodgman: rule out taxpayer subsidy for logging in conservation reserves. Premier Will Hodgman’s draft plan to log 
oldgrowth and rainforests within Tasmania’s Reserve Estate demonstrates that a sawmill’s ‘capacity to pay’ for logs is 
likely to be less than the real cost of producing those logs, prompting calls for Premier Hodgman to rule out 
subsidising rainforest logging. ‘While logging ancient rainforest trees from listed conservation reserves is a bad 
branding and marketing strategy in the first place, this plan demonstrates that whatever timber sales can be made will 
be overwhelmed by today’s cost of production’, said Vica Bayley, spokesperson for the Wilderness Society. ‘Premier 
Hodgman has made a big deal about funding nurses, teachers and police instead of the logging industry. We support 
that sentiment and call on him to rule out providing a taxpayer subsidy for rainforest logging. The draft Special 
Species Management Plan is out for public comment until August 28th. 
 
http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/pr-article/rainforest-logging-cost-of-production-greater-than-capacity-to-pay/   
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
2GB, 4/8/17, Jones says the Bureau of Meteorology was recently caught out scaling up an exceptionally cold 
temperature and then removing the temperature entry form from its website altogether. Jones says he wrote to [Josh] 
Frydenberg very angrily, adding Frydenberg could have answered for the Bureau's Chief Executive. Jones cites the 
explanation of Andrew Johnson on the problem in measuring the temperature. He also cites what Jennifer Marohasy 
had in relation to the faulty equipment. Jones says after all what happened, the upgraded Thredbo Station, outfitted 
with new fit-for-purpose equipment, recorded a temperature of minus 10.6 just two days ago. Jones comments that 
the bureau has been manipulating of homogenising temperatures for years for the global warming ideology. Jones 
says he wrote to Frydenberg again last night, and says at he is not off the hook. 
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Climate Change 
 
Heat on climate agenda 
Sunraysia Daily, 4/8/17 
 
Australia’s climate agencies need to be overhauled and about 80 new research positions created to stop the sector 
falling behind the rest of the world, a new report shows. An Australian Academy of Science review of the country’s 
climate research agencies has called for the creation of a new overarching body – or the beefing up and overhauling 
of existing organisations. The review also recommended about 80 new research positions, including about 30 
scientists and modellers, be created over the next four years following cuts to the CSIRO’s climate team. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822183713.pdf  
 
MEC & Adshel Help Paramount Pictures Promote Al Gore’s Global Warming Doco Sequel 
Bandt.com.au, 4/8/17 
 
Paramount Pictures Australia is promoting the upcoming release of Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power 
with an out-of-home campaign, managed by MEC Australia, depicting how global warming is significantly impacting 
the Great Barrier Reef. Spearheading the campaign is a special build across Adshel’s Immerse site on Flinders Street 
in Melbourne, which features a double-sided diorama of a reef undergoing coral bleaching, illustrating the gradual 
destruction of coral as global warming continues unabated. It includes a styrene rock formation with 3D-printed 
coloured and bleached coral and an LED ripple projection that creates an underwater effect. 
 
http://www.bandt.com.au/campaigns/mec-adshel-help-paramount-pictures-promote-al-gores-global-warming-doco-
sequel  
 
The Real Climate Consensus: Nuclear Power 
Forbes, 3/8/17 
 
The scientific debate between warmists and skeptics makes for good media headlines, but policymakers and the 
American public should be told more about an important consensus between the two camps: the desirability of 
nuclear power. A large number of prominent scientists warning about a climate crisis publicly support nuclear power 
as a zero-emissions power source. A large number of Democratic public policymakers warning about a climate crisis 
support zero-emissions nuclear power. And conservatives and skeptics who warn about the high costs and 
unreliability of wind and solar power support nuclear power as a reliable, cost-effective zero-emissions power source. 
 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamestaylor/2017/08/03/the-real-climate-consensus-nuclear-power/#d0224a22ef51  
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office  
 
Massive ‘gift of water’ 
Barrier Daily Truth, 4/8/17 
 
A Greens MP has slammed the NSW Government and National Party over a recent plan that gives them the power to 
legalise illegal flood works which have taken place over the course of the last 20 years. Jeremy Buckingham spoke 
yesterday about the Government’s decision to publish the Floodplain Management Plan for the Barwon-Darling Valley 
Floodplain 2017, saying it was disgraceful that it should be looking to legalise illegal flood works that were built 
between 1994 and 2017. Under Section 39 of the plan, which was put in place on June 29, the NSW Water Minister is 
granted authorisation to legalise any illegal floodplain works which were made before the creation of the plan.  
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822252213.pdf   
 
Energy 
 
Next scary thing: wind farm hack 
AFR, 4/8/17 
 
The robust and aggressive takedown of part of Ukraine's power grid earlier this year by hackers served as a wake-up 
call for cyber experts and exposed just how much the US does not know about foreign operatives' ability to strike 
critical infrastructure. Electrical grids were on the minds of those gathered at Black Hat, the world's biggest hacker 
convention - appropriately enough in Las Vegas - that took place last week. The confab draws 16,000 hackers and 
information technology experts from around the globe. Hackers routinely come to the Black Hat convention to 
demonstrate how to break into electronic systems embedded in medical devices, ATMs, cars, routers and mobile 
phones. 
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https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822222741.pdf 
 
Awash with potential energy 
Canberra Times, 4/8/17 
 
ANU researchers have found nearly 6000 sites across Australia - including more than 800 in and around the ACT - 
that could help solve the riddle of stable renewable energy. All that's needed are two water reservoirs connected by 
pipes on a slope. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822146428.pdf  
 
High cost of energy 
Gold Coast Bulletin, 4/8/17 
 
Top energy industry executives have blamed poor policy by state and federal governments for driving domestic 
electricity and gas prices higher. In particular, they have slammed the Federal Government’s decision to curb gas 
exports to ensure adequate domestic supply and bring prices down. Speaking at a Committee for the Economic 
Development of Australia (CEDA) event, Santos chief executive Kevin Gallagher urged the Federal Government to 
come up with proper policy for the energy sector. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822229579.pdf  
 
Powering the region 
Shepparton News, 4/8/17 
 
A significant solar farm proposal planned for between Shepparton and Numurkah may come before Moira Shire 
Council later this month, as the council’s boss put his cautious support behind the idea. The $170 million plan for land 
east of Wunghnu, awaiting approval, is the brainchild of Paris-based company Neoen Australia. The group expects 
the development will produce 100 megawatts of power into the grid, from 350 000 solar panels on the 500 ha site. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822239721.pdf  
 
ABC Radio Adelaide, 4/8/17, Interview with Tom Koutsantonis, SA Energy Minister and Treasurer. A newspaper 
headline says diesel generators are being rushed to SA in a desperate bid to save the stray. Koutsantonis has 
confirmed that wind turbines and solar panels won't work properly in extremely hot temperatures, and clarifies that all 
generators in Australia won't work properly when it gets hot. He says every generator has a nameplate capacity, 
which is indicated in the label. He says the generation needed by the state was about 200 megawatt for reserve 
alone. He says they acquire energy with reserve capability. He says they consult with AEMO with the energy they 
acquire with the generators in order to avoid blackouts. He says the efficiency degrade in a string of 40-degree days, 
because they don't expect them to operating continually. He says even if there are continuous days that the weather 
will be extreme, the efficiency stays as it is, because the demand is between 4:00pm to 7:00pm, and the demand is 
not consistent for the rest of the day. He says after seven hours, they degrade minimally, and the efficiency will be 
maintained even if they need to be on in 24hours. He clarifies that everything will run smoothly because it is assured 
by the generators' private owners and the AEMO. Van Holst Pellekaan enumerates the Weatherill Government's and 
Koutsantonis' promises on energy and says it has failed almost all of the time, and the information he had been 
saying at this moment were information he did not want to be made public. Koutsantonis refutes all of van Holst 
Pellekaan's claims, and says they never said anything about a gas plant nor an SA Government-owned generator, 
nor the generators' capacity would be 376 megawatts in 40 degree heat. He notes AGL has a 1200-megawatt 
generator at Torrens Island but cannot deliver on extreme heat. 
 

Environment Standards Division 

 
Adani railway should be Aus built: Hanson 
Barrier Daily Truth, 4/8/17 
 
Pauline Hanson wants a railway between Adani’s mega-coal mine and the Queensland coast to be built and owned 
by the state or federal government. The One Nation leader said she supported the controversial Galilee Basin project 
but did not think the Northern Australia Infrastructure Fund should loan the Indian company $1 billion to build the train 
line to the port. “We have no vested interest in it whatsoever other than getting a return on our loan of about one per 
cent,” she told ABC Radio on Thursday. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822257314.pdf  
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Mining giant wins court costs over coal terminal 
 
A community environmental group has been told to pay a mining company's court costs, barely six weeks after losing 
a court battle over a coal terminal. Whitsunday Residents Against Dumping has been told to pay Adani's costs, in a 
Brisbane Supreme Court judgment delivered on Wednesday. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822102252.pdf  
 
When coal mines clash it isn’t pleasant 
Newcastle Herald, 4/8/17 
 
Mach Energy put $220 million on the table in January, 2016 to buy the Mount Pleasant coal mine site from Rio Tinto. 
There was an approval, from 1999, to mine 197 million tonnes of coal, and an expiry date of 2020. It was reasonably 
apparent Mach Energy, part of the Indonesian Salim Group, would be taking some steps to extend operations, given 
the looming deadline. The approach it has decided to take – seeking several modifications, including a current 
application to extend operations until 2026 – has met with opposition. Environmental and community groups have 
objected to the mine relying on the 1999 consent, with the relatively lesser environmental conditions than would apply 
today. They have argued the mine should make a new application and complete a new environmental impact 
statement. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822266952.pdf  
 
US firm scopes out Gladstone, LNG sites for new biorefinery 
Central Telegraph, 4/8/17 
 
An American company involved in biorefining is eyeing off Gladstone's industry opportunities and proximity to 
liquefied natural gas for its first Australian venture. The company's boss visited Gladstone on Tuesday scoping out the 
potential to build a refinery that uses LNG to create a bio-product. The interest was sparked from a meeting during 
Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Burnett's visit to San Diego for the Queensland Premier's BIO 2017 Conference earlier 
this year. Cr Burnett, who requested we keep the company anonymous until an investment decision has been made, 
said it was an exciting opportunity for Gladstone. 
 
https://www.centraltelegraph.com.au/news/american-visitors-scope-out-gladstone-lng-sites-fo/3208518/  
 
Scheme to stamp out dumping  
News Mail, 4/8/17 
 
A world-first paint waste collection scheme has hit Bundaberg in a bid to stamp out illegal dumping. A new Paintback 
collection site has opened at the Bundaberg Waste Management Facility and is an easy, safe and free way to get rid 
of unwanted paint. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822082092.pdf  
 
ABC North, 4/8/17, Report by Cathy Van Extel, ABC Journalist, about Jabiru shutting down by 2020 due to the 
closure of the Ranger uranium mine, and the locals' efforts to save the mining town. Van Extel says Jabiru was 
founded in the 1980s in the Kakadu National Park, and the locals are now trying to turn it into a tourist and regional 
service hub. Gundjehmi Aboriginal Corporation CEO Justin O'Brien says the area has all the pieces of the tourism 
puzzle, but they need to be arranged. Van Extel says Energy Resources Australia is required, by its lease, to close 
the mine and the town by 2021, which includes the removal housing, water and power services. She says the 
Gundjehmi Aboriginal Corporation and the Northern Land Council are currently negotiating with the Federal 
Government for a 99-year township lease to keep Jabiru open. O'Brien says the Northern Territory Government 
needs to join the discussion as a primary stakeholder. He says the AOP under Michael Gunner has turned the tables 
on the previous administrations. He says the uncertainty is hurting local businesses. Van Extel says the biggest 
challenge is making Jabiru an economically viable town into the future. John Bray, NT Regional Director, Jabiru, says 
the town could become a significant tourist destination. Margy Osmond, CEO, Tourism and Transport Forum, says 
sites like Kakadu need greater investment to enhance the visitor experience. 
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, Documents that Whitehaven Coal fought to keep secret have revealed a litany of environmental 
license breaches at its mines in North Western NSW over the past six years. James Whelan, Environmental Justice 
Australia says he was surprised how hard it was to access the pollution reports lodged with the Environment 
Protection Authority each year. Whitehaven Coal has already been fined for the most serious breaches, and says 
overall it has a trend of strong compliance. 
 
Great Barrier Reef 
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Divers unsure of role 
Cairns Post, 4/8/17 
 
Dive operators want to talk to tourists about climate change and how it affects the Great Barrier Reef, but are often 
uncertain how to go about it. James Cook University researcher Jeremy Goldberg (above) interviewed 19 operators in 
Cairns and the Whitsundays, building on previous work that found visitors to the marine park want clear information 
about threats facing the Reef. He said 13 out of 19 tourism operators interviewed believed climate change was an 
immediate threat requiring action and all believed it presented some kind of threat. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822230600.pdf 
 
As a coastal defence, the Great Barrier Reef’s value to communities goes way beyond tourism 
The Conversation, 4/8/17 
 
Rising sea levels are widely recognised as a threat to coastal communities worldwide. In Australia, the Climate 
Council estimates that at least A$226 billion of assets and infrastructure will be exposed to inundation if sea levels 
rise by 1.1 metres. Another report recommended that global mean sea level rise of up to 2.7 metres this century 
should be considered in planning processes. The Queensland state government has commissioned the QCoast2100 
program. This program aims to help with the development of coastal climate adaptation plans for Queensland 
communities exposed to sea-level rise. Although the largest population centres in Queensland are in the state’s 
southeast, several of the most populous regional centres in Australia are located along the Great Barrier Reef 
coastline between Gladstone and Cape York. These include Townsville, Cairns, Gladstone, Mackay and Port 
Douglas. A major task in developing coastal adaptation plans under the QCoast2100 program is to model inundation 
from a range of scenarios for sea-level rises and assess how assets will be inundated in the future. However, another 
threat is on the horizon. 
 
https://theconversation.com/as-a-coastal-defence-the-great-barrier-reefs-value-to-communities-goes-way-beyond-
tourism-80952  
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, Interview with Sailaway Tours owner and operator Steve Edmondson. Sewell reports a new 
research from the CSIRO and JCU suggest tourism operators want to talk about climate change but do not know how 
to start it. She plays an audio clip of Dr Matt Curnock's interview about it. Curnock mentions tourism operators have 
the best opportunities to inform tourists about the threats that the Great Barrier Reef is facing now. Sewell is now 
joined by Sailaway Tours owner and operator Steve Edmondson. She asks about his tourists' background. 
Edmondson mentions half of their tourists are Australians while most of them are Europeans and Americans. He adds 
hiring knowledgeable staff would make a difference in giving information about the Great Barrier Reef. He shares his 
opinion regarding tourism operators who do not discuss the issue that the site is facing nowadays. He expresses a lot 
of people are aware of the problems with most of them want to be part of the solution. He tells solving the issue is 
costly for operators but they should act now to save their business in the future. 
 
Green Army 
 
Green Army graduates 
Plains Producer, 2/8/17 
 
Members of the ClareValley GreenArmy team celebrated their graduation last Thursday with a presentation ceremony 
at Blyth town hall. These members had been involved with the revegetation program, known as the '20 Million Trees 
Program,' for the past six months, planting trees and shrubs on about 115 hectares around the district on various 
private properties, public land and wineries around the Clare Valley. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/820972306.pdf  
 
Parks & Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
 
Worried about Australia’s Marine Reserves? ... You should be! 
Tasmanian Times, 4/8/17 
 
In 2012, after 14 years of extensive planning and research the Federal Labor Government finalised a national network 
of marine networks.  Unfortunately the following year the Abbott government took the extraordinary step of 
suspending all new federal marine parks. Now it comes down to the Turnbull government’s views on how these 
marine areas should be managed. The Liberals’ draft plan has just been released, and rest assured it doesn’t look 
good for conservation. Not surprisingly the Liberals have completely ignored their own science recommendations, the 
voice of the Australian public and the pleas of local communities. Now they are proposing reductions in marine areas 
and retrograded measures for our oceanic gems all around the country. This undoubtedly will open the door to 
destructive commercial fishing and pave the way for the oil and gas magnates. Unique global treasures such as these 
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are now vulnerable to exploitation – The Great Barrier Reef, the Great Australian Bight, Lord Howe Island, the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, the Kimberley, The Coral Sea, Geographe Bay and the Perth Canyon. These dedicated sanctuaries 
were declared through federal bi-partisan politics. Now it seems most of the problems the reserve currently face have 
arisen from the Tony Abbott era when he ordered a ‘review’ saying that not enough research science and consultation 
had taken place. 
 
http://www.tasmaniantimes.com/index.php/article/worried-about-australias-marine-reserves...you-should-be  
 
University of Sunshine Coast team find ‘no take’ fish zones falling short of protection targets 
Quest Community News, 4/8/17 
 
A study of shallow estuarine “no take” reserves in the Moreton Bay Marine Park (MBMP) has cast doubt on their 
effectiveness in protecting popular fish species. New USC-led research looked at the MBMP, along the coastline from 
Pumicestone Passage to the Gold Coast, to find the preferred environments of estuarine fish species. The team led 
by Research Fellow in Coastal and Marine Ecology Dr Ben Gilby compared the number and diversity of fish in six 
estuarine ‘no-take’ areas with that of 16 other estuaries where fishing is permitted. The six dedicated estuarine 
reserves were at Pumicestone Passage (Bribie Island, Tripcony Bight), Redcliffe (near Hays Inlet), Nundah, Pimpama 
and Coomera. “We found that the ‘no-take’ areas were falling well short of protecting fish that consumers like to catch 
and eat, such as bream, whiting and mullet,” he said. “Paradoxically, fish targeted by anglers were more abundant 
outside the six protected reserves, in the estuaries where fishing was allowed. “The only fish consistently found in 
greater numbers inside the ‘no-take’ reserves were species that people did not consume, such as toadfish and 
catfish.” Dr Gilby said the study’s results initially puzzled the USC marine research team. 
 
ABC Radio, 4/8/17, Nicholls says more than 200 Indigenous rangers from Northern Australia have spent the last few 
days gathering at Pender Bay, celebrating what it means to be a ranger out of a country and showcasing the vital role 
they play in the top-end. Hunt has been joined by Kimberley Land Council director Cissy Gore-Birch and Kimberley 
Aboriginal Medical Services' Margaret Sebisoda[*], where they discuss various things, including their involvement in 
the ranger forum. 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
Hundreds protest gas project 
Northern Daily Leader, 4/8/17 
 
North West Farmers and the Gamilaraay people joined Sydneysiders to protest the Santos Narrabri coal seam gas 
project and its associated APA pipeline on Thursday. More than a hundred people gathered outside a forum hosted 
by the Committee for Economic Development Australia, where Santos CEO Kevin Gallagher spoke about the role gas 
will play in meeting Australia’s energy demands. Mr Gallagher said had Santos been able to develop the Narrabri 
project in a suitable timeframe “we would not be talking about an east coast gas crisis today”. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822251268.pdf   
 
We have the gas plus the skills 
Gladstone Observer, 4/8/17 
 
American company eyes us for billion-dollar project AN AMERICAN company involved in biorefining is eyeing 
off Gladstone's industry opportunities and proximity to liquefied natural gas for its first Australian venture. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822072642.pdf  
 

Whales 

Our whales deserve better 
Fraser Coast Chronicle, 4/8/17 
 
With a record number of humpback whales making their way through the Bay, tour operators believe the region is not 
equipped to respond to an increasing number of emergencies. They want the resources to give distressed whales a 
fighting chance. And a bucket of water won't do. Call for review of rescue policy as population 
grows whale watching operators say not enough is being done to protect our growing population of humpbacks. It 
follows the failed rescues of three whales in as many weeks. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822103691.pdf  
 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division 
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Wildlife 
 
Fears for natives 
Daily News, 4/8/17 
 
The pigs and sheep kept at Tillari Trotters are rare, but grave concerns are also held for the nativespecies that call 
Karara home. An Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Protected Matters report specific to the 
property found several threatened and vulnerable species living in the area. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822107634.pdf  
 
Farmers signing on to ensure koalas survive 
Central Western Daily, 4/8/17 
 
A plan is being put in place to arrest the decline in the koala population around Orange, and landholders are being 
asked to play their part. The Central Tablelands Koala Project is being run by Central Tablelands Local Land Services 
(CTLLS). At the core of the program is the goal of replanting, enhancing and protecting koala habitats near Orange 
and across the Central West. 
 
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/105320/822163792.pdf  
 
ABC Western Queensland, 4/8/17, Pre-recorded interview with Ron Beezley, Ranger Coordinator. Beezley explains 
the reasons behind the feral cat eradication program. He says they started with the cats out of the dump. He says it's 
like a matter over a period of three months however, that's not a full on trap for it's only trapping a week at a time. He 
says they are still going back. He claims they got 57 cats straight up and the next time they went they got another 24. 
He says as the number of cats drop off, they sort of hang back and pull the traps out so they will not get used to the 
trap. However, he notes they'll go back out there. He states there's a couple of businesses around the outskirts of 
town. He reiterates that they have approached those companies and claims they are asked to put traps around the 
businesses. He then explains the reason why the companies wanted to get rid of the cats. He thinks the feral cat is 
probably the most destructive feral pest they've got. He says the Federal Government has done an initiative to give 
out two million feral cats by the year 2020. He says they'll be happy to lend a hand. He says they have also started 
looking at the stomach contents of the cats they catch. He adds he caught two cats last night and he found that one 
cat has a head of a lizard inside its stomach and the other one had a grasshopper. He claims the DNA of feral cats 
caught around the Central West town will be analysed to better understand the pest animal. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
External Engagement 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
GPO Box 787, CANBERRA ACT 2601 
T 02 6274 1515  
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From: Katherine Philp
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 9:11 AM
To: BoM Media; DIR; Rob Webb; Lesley Seebeck; Jennifer Gale; Anthony Rea; Neil 

Plummer; 
Subject: FW: Transcript - 2GB, Breakfast, Friday, 4 August 2017  06:47 AM 

[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Attachments: Transcript.doc.docx

FYI, this morning’s transcript of Alan Jones includes the following: 

I have written to Frydenberg again last night, and I've said you're not out of trouble until you appoint an 
external, independent review of the Bureau of Meteorology. Two independent experts on a review panel is 
insufficient - they'll be overtaken by the internal cronies - or a Parliamentary inquiry. So Josh Frydenberg, 
you'll get the letter, and you're not off the hook. We're sick of this kind of stuff. 

Cheers 
Kath 

From: AUS iSentia Transcript [mailto:TranscriptAU@isentia.com]  
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 7:57 AM 
To: Katherine Philp 
Subject: Transcript - 2GB, Breakfast, Friday, 4 August 2017 06:47 AM 
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From: BoM Media
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 8:04 AM
To: Katherine Philp; 
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: Fwd: Transcript - 2GB, Breakfast, Friday, 4 August 2017  06:47 AM 
Attachments: Transcript.docx; ATT00001.htm

Media Duty Officer 
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a 

Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: AUS iSentia Transcript <TranscriptAU@isentia.com> 
Date: 4 August 2017 at 7:56:54 am AEST 
To: media <media@bom.gov.au> 
Subject: Transcript - 2GB, Breakfast, Friday, 4 August 2017  06:47 AM 
Reply-To: AUS iSentia Transcript <TranscriptAU@isentia.com> 
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From: cae@isentia.com
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 7:31 AM
To: BoM Media; cae@isentia.com
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: RE: 2GB [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Thanks 

From: BoM Media [mailto:Media@bom.gov.au]  
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 7:31 AM 
To: cae@isentia.com 
Cc: media 
Subject: Re: 2GB [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks  it's 

On 4 Aug. 2017, at 7:29 am, "cae@isentia.com" <cae@isentia.com> wrote: 

No worries. Can I please get your name to complete the order? 

Kind regards, 

Account Executive 

<image001.png> <image002.png>   <image003.png>   <image004.png>   <image005.png>   <image006.png> 

<image007.png> 
  W isentia.com A 131 Canberra Avenue, Griffith, Australia 2603 E cae@isentia.com 

<image008.jpg> 

From: BoM Media [mailto:Media@bom.gov.au] 
Sent: Friday, 4 August 2017 7:24 AM 
To:  cae@isentia.com 
Cc: media; Katherine Philp; 
Subject: Re: 2GB [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Thanks - can we please request a copy of the transcript.
If you could reply all with the attachment that would be great. 

Media Duty Officer  
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
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[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 
Media Duty Officer  
Bureau of Meteorology 
Media Hotline: +61 3 9669 4057 (6am to 10pm, 7 days) 
Media Mailbox: media@bom.gov.au 
Newsroom: media.bom.gov.a 
 
Note to media: Unless otherwise agreed, the information contained in this email is for background 
and is not for attribution. 
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Queenslanders could save $900 a year if they were more open on their pricing. The move comes as he tries to turn the political 
dialogue away from the same-sex marriage debate dividing the Coalition and on to issues impacting voters' hip-pockets. The PM 
has called a special Liberal party room meeting on Monday at 4pm to head off the marriage debate before Parliament returns on 
Tuesday, while the Nationals are meeting in Rockhampton today. Australian Energy Regulator figures show a 55 per cent spike in 
households in Queensland having their power disconnected in the three months to March, or 460 disconnections a week. Mr 
Turnbull called bosses from Energy Australia, Origin Energy, AGL, Snowy Hydro, Momentum Energy, Alinta Energy, Simply 
Energy and Australian Energy Council to Canberra on Wednesday. He criticised them for lack of transparency, before calling them 
to attend the sit-down with himself, Treasurer Scott Morrison and Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. "I am 
particularly concerned by reports that consumers are being pushed from discounted market rates to higher prices standard 
contracts or non-discounted plans often without realising it," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ci948333672 

 

 
Help to end bill shock: Turnbull 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 04/08/17, Peter Jean, page 6 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull will demand that power companies help customers move to cheaper contracts, potentially saving 
South Australian families up to $1400 per year. Mr Turnbull has summoned the leaders of Australia's eight largest electricity 
companies to a meeting in Canberra next week to discuss rising power prices. In a letter sent to the chief executives yesterday, Mr 
Turnbull said he was concerned about a spike in the number of families who were unable to pay their electricity bills. Mr Turnbull 
said independent reports showed a lack of information was standing in the way of many power customers seeking better deals. 
Switching from the worst available power retail deal to the best could save SA families up to $1400. "Since families are feeling 
power price pressures now, it is important to ensure no family pays a cent more for electricity than it needs to," the Prime Minister 
said. "I am particularly concerned by reports that consumers are being pushed from discounted market rates to higher priced 
standard contracts or non-discounted plans often without realising it." Mr Turnbull wants the power companies to meet with him, 
Treasurer Scott Morrison and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg at 9am on Wednesday. "This situation must be addressed - 
urgently and directly," he said. Last week, the State Government announced that it would ask energy retailers to deliver reduced 
prices and flexible payment options to the 180,000 South Australian households who receive state concession payments. Most 
households that receive concession payments are on expensive standing contracts. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq948333674  

Also displayed on the NEWS.com.au, Adelaide Now, Perth Now, Daily Telegraph Australia, The Mercury and Herald Sun 
websites 

 

 
First gas, now power: Malcolm Turnbull calls electricity bosses to Canberra 
Australian Financial Review, Other, 04/08/17, Phillip Coorey 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has ramped up his government's intervention in the energy market by summoning electricity 
bosses to Canberra next week to demand they give customers the information they need to reduce their power costs. In a letter 
sent yesterday to seven retail electricity chief executives plus the Australia Energy Council, the Prime Minister said the companies' 
various hardship programs available to customers who struggle to pay their bills were not enough. "More needs to be done," he 
said, adding that a lack of transparency meant many homes and businesses were paying significantly more than they should for 
power because they were unaware of better deals. More information and greater disclosure could help a household save as much 
as $1500 a year. With soaring energy costs now a leading concern among voters and Tony Abbott agitating internally on the issue, 
Mr Turnbull says he is not prepared to wait until June next year when the Australia Competition and Consumer Commission hands 
down its final report into competition across the electricity sector. "Since families are feeling price pressures now, it is important to 
ensure no family pays a cent more for electricity that it needs to," the letter says. […]  Those summoned to Canberra to meet Mr 
Turnbull, Treasurer Scott Morrison and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg are: Catherine Tanna (Energy Australia), Frank Calabria 
(Origin Energy), Andy Vesey (AGL), Paul Broad (Snowy Hydro), Paul Geason (Momentum Energy), Jeff Dimey (Alinta Energy). 
Carly Wishart (Simply Energy) and Matthew Warren (Australian Energy Council). 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/afr.com/2017/08/03/fc0dec53-d4dc-415d-a516-c3f532e62198.html 

 
 

Turnbull shifts to cost of living pressures while marriage equality burns 
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huffingtonpost.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, Karen Barlow 

 

Been hearing frustrated Turnbull Government MPs say recently they want to talk about pretty much anything else but same-sex 
marriage? […]  Turnbull wants his MPs, Senators - and the media - to stop talking about same-sex marriage. He has made that 
absolutely clear. So, he's called a meeting of major power companies in Canberra next Wednesday morning, the day after a 
rousing joint party room meeting with Liberals and Nationals is due to be held. Power prices recently jumped, especially in NSW, 
the ACT and SA. Some experts blame the lack of a carbon price in Australia, but others and Turnbull have targeted a domestic gas 
shortage. Turnbull has written to head of companies, including Energy Australia, Origin Energy, AGL and Snowy Hydro, to see 
what the "electricity sector can do to ensure no family pays any more for electricity than it needs to". The decision to call the 
meeting demonstrates that the Prime Minister is determined not to be knocked off course and intends to remain focused on the hip 
pocket concerns; at least, that's Turnbull's political tactic he hopes will work. The meeting, which also includes the Treasurer Scott 
Morrison and the Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg, insists rising power prices is putting a serious strain on families and must be 
addressed "urgently and directly". "Australia is blessed with abundant energy so it is simply not good enough that some families 
and businesses cannot always afford to turn on their lights, heating and equipment," the Prime Minister said in the letter, seen by 
HuffPost Australia. "Disconnections have risen sharply in some states, and there are reports of spikes in the number of people 
suffering sever financial stress.  "We acknowledge your companies are operating hardship programs to assist but more need to be 
done". 

 

Read Item: http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/08/03/turnbull-shifts-to-cost-of-living-pressures-while-marriage-
equal a 23062921/ 

 

 
Turnbull to tell power companies: do better by customers 
The Conversation, Other, 03/08/17, Michelle Grattan 

 

Malcolm Turnbull has summoned the chiefs of major power companies to a meeting on Wednesday to discuss how customers can 
be given some relief on electricity prices through better deals. Turnbull says many households and businesses are apparently 
paying significantly more than they should be, as they are pushed onto higher plans. They need to be given better information so 
they can seek better deals, he says. “This situation must be addressed – urgently and directly”, Turnbull writes in a letter to the 
companies. He will be seeking the executives’ views on “what the electricity sector can do to ensure no family pays any more for 
electricity than it needs to.” The initiative follows the government’s earlier intervention in the gas market to boost local supplies, and 
reflects its sensitivity to both the substance and politics of the energy issue. It is yet to make a decision on the recommendation of 
the Finkel report for a clean energy target, although it has accepted the other recommendations from the Chief Scientist’s report. In 
his letter, Turnbull says the electricity price rises of the past decade have “put serious strain on Australian households and 
businesses. Disconnections have risen sharply in some states, and there are reports of spikes in the number of people suffering 
financial stress.” Given Australia’s abundant energy “it is simply not good enough that some families and businesses cannot 
always afford to turn on their lights, heating and equipment”. […]  Also there will be Treasurer Scott Morrison and Energy Minister 
Josh Frydenberg. 

 

Read Item: https://theconversation.com/turnbull-to-tell-power-companies-do-better-by-customers-82026 

 

 
Feel the power: Malcolm Turnbull summons electricity retailers to Canberra for summit 
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 03/08/17, Mark Kenny 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has thrown the switch to brow-beating, calling in the nation's biggest electricity retailers for face-
to-face talks next Wednesday in a bid to curb galloping household and business electricity bills, and improve their market 
sensitivity. In comments that go some way to vindicating claims from one of his backbenchers that people would die this winter 
from not being able to afford heating, Mr Turnbull says the cost pressures from sky-rocketing energy prices are leading families to 
avoid turning on heating and lights, and that businesses are doing the same with plants. Among the complaints he will level are the 
tendency of electricity retailers to switch consumers from off-peak rates to higher peak electricity costs without their knowledge, 
relying on the fact that consumers are reluctant to switch retailers.  The Prime Minister cited research by St Vincent de Paul that 
found a typical family could save up to $830 a year by changing from "the worst standing offer, to the best market offer". The 
meeting is also a demonstration of the government's intent to address more pressing matters than its excruciating internal pre-
occupations with delaying same-sex marriage equality. That issue seems set to account for most of the political oxygen in the first 
part of the week, when Federal Parliament returns after the winter break. […]  Also at the meeting will be the Treasurer Scott 
Morrison, and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. Those called to the capital are: Catherine Tanna of Energy Australia, Frank 
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Calabria of Origin Energy, Andy Vesey of AGL, Paul Broad of Snowy Hydro, Paul Geason of Momentum Energy, Jeff Dimey of 
Alinta Energy, Carly Wishart of Simply Energy, and Matthew Warren of the Australian Energy Council. 

 

Read Item: http://www.isentialink.com/?u=smh.com.au%2ffederal-politics%2fpolitical-news%2ffeel-the-power-malcolm-
turnbull-summons-electricity-retailers-to-canberra-for-summit-20170803-
gxotv1.html&d=1501758000&s=88f240be50f426e020f7968bfbe1e53b 

Also displayed on The Age, WA Today and Brisbane Times websites 

 

 
Scott Morrison says partisan politics has driven up power prices 
Guardian Australia, Other, 03/08/17, Michael Slezak 

 

Treasurer Scott Morrison has flagged further support from the Turnbull frontbench for bipartisan energy policy, acknowledging that 
politics as usual has driven up power prices, and calling for both parties to “meet in the middle”. The remarks, reported in 
Rockhampton’s Morning Bulletin, follow a speech Morrison delivered in Adelaide last week where he admitted building new coal 
power plants would not bring down power prices. The statements appear to mark a shift from Morrison’s previous interjections in 
the energy policy debate, which included him brandishing a piece of coal in question time. “Australians want their political parties to 
meet in the middle and deliver certainty on energy policy, because only through certainty will there be downward pressure on 
energy prices,” Morrison is quoted saying in the regional Queensland paper. “This requires sacrifice from both sides, putting aside 
ideological positions to strike a deal that delivers genuine results for Australians struggling to pay their power bill.” Mark Butler, 
opposition spokesman for climate change and energy, said Labor agreed with the treasurer and was “ready to sacrifice” its 
emissions intensity scheme to negotiate a clean energy target (CET). However, a statement from Butler said: ”But, while it’s been 
two months since the chief scientist Alan Finkel handed his CET recommendation to the Turnbull government, all we have seen is 
government infighting while electricity prices just keep going up and up. […]  When the Finkel review was handed to government, 
minister for the environment and energy Josh Frydenberg gave a lengthy presentation to the joint Coalition party room, highlighting 
the benefits a Clean Energy Target would provide for coal. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/aug/03/scott-morrison-says-partisan-politics-has-driven-up-
power-prices 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Environmental Standards Division 
 
 

Clean air and cars can be a much healthier mix 
The Australian, Business News, 04/08/17, Josh Frydenberg and Paul Fletcher, page 32 

 

Australians love their cars. With more than 18 million registered motor vehicles on the road and almost 1.2 million new vehicles 
sold each year, the family car is for most people their principal mode of transport. Of course, the purchase and running of a car has 
a big impact on household budgets - and vehicle emissions impact on our health and the environment. Noxious emissions from 
vehicles - such as carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, sulphur dioxide and particulate matter - can lead to respiratory and 
cardiovascular problems. Vehicles also emit greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. In 2015, the federal government 
established a ministerial forum on vehicle emissions, to consider possible reforms in three areas: fuel efficiency standards, fuel 
quality standards and noxious emissions standards. As ministers responsible for environmental and energy policy on the one hand, 
and motor vehicle regulation on the other, we are jointly leading this work. Fuel efficiency standards are about reducing fuel costs 
and carbon emissions at the same time. Eighty per cent of the global vehicle passenger fleet is subject to fuel efficiency standards, 
but Australia has none. In Australia in 2016 the average amount of CO2 emitted per kilometre was 182 grams, while the EU is 
moving to 100 grams/km by 2021 and in the US the target is 105 grams/km by 2025. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq948333676 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Marine  

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



 
 
 

Drum line call shark attack 
West Australian, General News, 04/08/17, Nick Butterly and Daniel Mercer, page 1 

 

Federal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has accused the State Government of not doing enough to prevent shark attacks 
ahead of summer, declaring it should use drum lines just as it 'puts police on the streets'. As the detection of a tagged great white 
shark off Perth eight times in a week prompted authorities to warn people about going in the water, Mr Frydenberg said WA's 
response to the shark threat was "nothing short of pathetic". The minister has ordered that a study by the CSIRO into the 
population of great white sharks be expanded to investigate if the increasing number of whales in Australian waters was leading to 
an increase in attacks. "The McGowan Government should wake up," Mr Frydenberg said. "Just as they put police on the streets, 
they should put drum lines in the water to protect its own citizens and restore the WA way of life." Mr Frydenberg said money and 
ideology should not be factors in decisions about saving lives. "It should simply be a question of putting practical measures in place 
just as Queensland and NSW have done," he said. WA Fisheries Minister Dave Kelly said the criticism was "disappointing and 
distasteful". He said Mr Frydenberg was seeking to politicise the issue because Labor was in power at a State level. Mr Frydenberg 
on Monday met the father of 17-year-old Laeticia Brouwer, who was killed by a great white shark while surfing near Esperance in 
April. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq948333678 

 

 
State should do more to prevent threat of shark attacks 
West Australian, Editorials, 04/08/17, page 64 

 

The cold and rainy weather in recent days has no doubt meant only the hardiest souls among us have ventured into the ocean. But 
before we know it the seasons will have changed and the thoughts of many will turn to that most iconic of West Australian pastimes 
- a trip to the beach. There can also be no doubt that for some, that simple pleasure is enjoyed less often than it used to be, or is 
now questionable or entirely off the agenda, for one simple reason - fear of sharks. And no doubt the debate about how to make a 
day at the beach safer will continue to occupy many a mind. This newspaper's position has for a long time been very clear. Our 
view is that human life must always come first. So with that in mind, we support the latest entry into the debate by Federal 
Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg. As revealed in The West Australian today, Mr Frydenberg has increased pressure on the 
State Government for failing to do more to prevent shark attacks, declaring the State should deploy drum lines just as it "puts 
police in the streets". His criticism comes after he ordered that a study by the CSIRO into the population of white sharks be 
expanded to probe whether the growing number of whales in Australian waters could be leading to the surge in attacks. "The 
McGowan Government should wake up," Mr Frydenberg said. "Its response to the numerous shark attacks in its waters has been 
nothing short of pathetic. "Just as they put police on the streets they should put drum lines in the water to protect citizens and 
restore the WA way of life." Mr Frydenberg said money and ideology should not be factors in decisions about protecting human life. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0sq948333680 

 
 
 
Minister Frydenberg – Other 
 
 
 

Twitter, General News, 03/08/17, @JoshFrydenberg, Thanks for the chat @Raf_Epstein @abcmelbourne about energy 
affordability &amp; security + our climate science capabilities. 

Read Item: http://twitter.com/JoshFrydenberg/statuses/892880324190912512 

 
 

Minister Frydenberg – Other Coverage 

 

 

SYN FM, Panorama, 03/08/17, A new website and mobile service have been released by ReachOut Australia to help improve the 
mental health of young Australians. The new website avoids the usual barriers faced by young people with mental illnesses such 
as psychologist waiting times, costs, transport and stigma. Olympic great Ian Thorpe has openly discussed his past struggles with 
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mental illness saying that instant access will mean no young person will need to wait for support when they need it most. 
ReachOut Australia CEO Jonathan Nicholas was joined by Federal Health Minister Greg Hunt and Telstra CEO  Andrew Penn to 
unveil the mobile-first platform which was co-designed for the 174 young people. Joint report from Mission Australia and the Black 
Dog Institute has found one in four Australian teenagers meet the criteria for having a probable serious mental illness with women 
more prone to it than men. Survey released by the National Union of Students earlier this year found that about a third had 
considered self-harm or suicide in the last twelve months and are calling for more reform to Australia's mental youth mental health 
care system. According to Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg at Q&A, addressing the stigma of mental health need to focus on 
the whole community while investing in technology such as teleconferencing that could help overcome geographical barriers. 

 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
 
 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
 
 

Malcolm's flying visit 
w3livenews.com, Other, 04/08/17, None 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull made a quick three-hour visit to Albany on Wednesday morning, but still found time to take a 
selfie with Albany Senior High School students.  The Prime Minister was invited to visit Albany by member for O’Connor, Rick 
Wilson, during a week-long trip to WA. Mr Turnbull’s first stop was at Albany Senior High School, where he met the principal, 
school board chair and student leaders, before visiting the visual arts classroom. He then travelled to the National Anzac Centre to 
meet Mayor Dennis Wellington, City of Albany CEO Andrew Sharpe and RSL representatives. Mr Turnbull toured the facility before 
taking questions from local and national media. He reflected on the Anzac centre. “We must remember not only the service of 
those who kept us free, but the service of the men and women who are keeping us free today,” he said.  […]  Mr Turnbull said the 
Commonwealth had a history of funding clean energy projects. “Innovation is at the absolute heart of my government, innovation in 
technology and energy is vitally important and we welcome it,” he said. He said companies tendering for the Albany Wave Energy 
project could apply to the Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) and the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC), 
which are both Commonwealth funding agencies. 

 

Read Item: http://www.w3livenews.com/2017/08/04/Malcolm-s-flying-visit/6896595 

Also prospected for Clean Energy Finance Corporation 

 

 
Funding for new electricity grid technology development 
qmeb.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, Tara Tyrrell 

 

The Turnbull Government through the Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) is providing $5 million to NOJA Power, a 
Brisbane-based energy technology company, to develop smart switchgear that will help maintain stability of the electricity grid. 
NOJA’s new switchgear technology will be deployed at 100 locations across the distribution network to maintain frequency at 50 
hertz which is critical for system strength and security. It will provide detailed, real-time snapshots of electrical flows and enable a 
significantly better power system data than is currently available. The data captured by these devices will be shared with ARENA, 
the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) and energy network businesses to facilitate better-informed system planning and 
real-time operations. Once developed, the switchgear will be trialled in areas of high renewable penetration in Queensland and 
Victoria. This is part of the Turnbull Government’s commitment to supporting the energy transition while ensuring affordable, 
reliable and secure energy for Australian industry and households. NOJA Power is working with AEMO, Deakin University, the 
University of Queensland, Energy Queensland and AusNet on this project. This project is a good example of government, industry 
and universities collaborating to develop solutions for Australia’s distribution network. 

 

Read Item: http://www.qmeb.com.au/funding-new-electricity-grid-technology-development/ 

 

 
ANU finds 5000 sites for its coal-killing pumped hydro plan 
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The Fifth Estate, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

There are 5000 sites across the country suitable for pumped hydro storage, which could provide the stored energy needed for a 
100 per cent renewable energy system. The ANU plan, revealed in February, said a 100 per cent renewable grid of wind and solar 
backed up by pumped hydro would eliminate the need for gas and coal, and would be potentially cheaper than replacing old coal 
and gas plants with new gas. Now the team behind the project say they’ve discovered 5000 potential sites for pumped hydro in 
Tasmania, Queensland, around Canberra and in Alice Springs. ANU Professor Andrew Blakers said the sites had storage potential 
ranging from 0.9 gigawatt-hours to more than 100GWh, and could give current battery technology a run for its money. “Each site 
has seven to 1000 times larger storage potential than the 0.13 GWh Tesla battery to be installed in South Australia,” Professor 
Blakers said. “Additionally, pumped hydro has a lifetime of 50 years compared with eight to 15 years for batteries.” Currently 
pumped hydro constitutes 97 per cent of the world’s energy storage market and has 159GW of deployment globally. So why hasn’t 
Australia gone down this route before? “The simple reason is until you have 50, 60, 70 per cent renewables you don’t need 
storage,” Professor Blakers told The Fifth Estate. He said South Australia was already at 50 per cent renewables and would need 
storage when it hit 60 per cent, which was only around three years away. “So South Australia really needs to get its skates on.” 
[…]  The project has received $449,000 from the Australian Renewable Energy Agency to develop a nationwide atlas of potential 
off-river pumped hydro storage sites. “Storage is becoming more important and valuable as we move towards higher levels of 
renewable energy in our grids,” ARENA chief executive Frischknecht said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/energy-lead/energy/anu-finds-5000-sites-for-its-coal-killing-pumped-hydro-
plan/94101 

 

 
Australia's pumped hydro storage potential worth thousands of Tesla big batteries 
Renew Economy, Other, 03/08/17, Sophie Vorrath 

 

Australia has enough untapped pumped hydro energy storage potential to support a 100 per cent renewable energy grid – 35 
times over, a team of Australian National University researchers has found. The ANU team – led by one of Australia’s key solar PV 
innovators, Professor Andrew Blakers – said this week it has so far mapped roughly 5,000 potential pumped hydro energy storage 
sites around the country, and hopes to identify hundreds more, as part of an ARENA funded study. Professor Blakers said the 
energy storage potential of the sites already identified ranged from 0.9GWh to more than 100 gigawatt-hours (GWh); far eclipsing 
the capacity of the lithium-ion “Big Battery” Tesla is currently building in South Australia. In total, the sites charted by the team – 
across Queensland, Tasmania, the Canberra district and in and around Alice Springs – are believed to have a combined energy 
storage potential of 15,000 gigawatt-hours, which Blakers says is 35 times larger the capacity required to support a 100 per cent 
renewable grid. “Each site has seven to 1,000 times larger storage potential than the 0.13 GWh Tesla battery to be installed in 
South Australia,” said Blakers. “Additionally, pumped hydro has a lifetime of 50 years compared with eight to 15 years for 
batteries.” The ANU-led study, which has received $449,000 in funding from the Australian Renewable Energy Agency, aims to 
develop a nation-wide atlas of potential off-river pumped hydro storage sites, as part of the broader quest to accommodate higher 
and higher levels of variable solar and wind energy generation on the National Electricity Market. Queensland has shown particular 
promise, with 2,213 potential sites identified, with a combined energy storage capacity of about 100 times more than would be 
required to support a 100 per cent renewable electricity system in the state, the report says. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/australias-pumped-hydro-storage-potential-worth-thousands-tesla-big-batteries-
32690/ 

 

 
Solar the most popular form of new electricity generation 
esdnews.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

Solar has become the world's favourite new type of electricity generation, according to global data showing that more solar 
photovoltaic (PV) capacity is being installed than any other generation technology. Worldwide, some 73 gigawatts of net new solar 
PV capacity was installed in 2016. Wind energy came in second place (55GW), with coal relegated to third (52GW), followed by 
gas (37GW) and hydro (28GW). Together, PV and wind represent 5.5% of current energy generation (as at the end of 2016), but 
crucially they constituted almost half of all net new generation capacity installed worldwide during last year. It is probable that 
construction of new coal power stations will decline, possibly quite rapidly, because PV and wind are now cost-competitive almost 
everywhere. Hydro is still important in developing countries that still have rivers to dam. Meanwhile, other low-emission 
technologies such as nuclear, bio-energy, solar thermal and geothermal have small market shares. PV and wind now have such 
large advantages in terms of cost, production scale and supply chains that it is difficult to see any other low-emissions technology 
challenging them within the next decade or so. That is certainly the case in Australia, where PV and wind comprise virtually all new 
generation capacity, and where solar PV capacity is set to reach 12GW by 2020. Wind and solar PV are being installed at a 
combined rate of about 3GW per year, driven largely by the federal government’s Renewable Energy Target (RET). […]  In a 
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project funded by the Australian Renewable Energy Agency, we have identified about 5,000 sites in South Australia, Queensland, 
Tasmania, the Canberra district, and the Alice Springs district that are potentially suitable for pumped hydro storage. 

 

Read Item: http://www.esdnews.com.au/solar-now-popular-form-new-electricity-generation-worldwide/ 

 

 
No small beer: Foster's, VB to go 100% renewable by 2025 
Renew Economy, Other, 03/08/17, Sophie Vorrath 

 

Some of Australia's most iconic beer brands are set to be brewed using 100 per cent renewable energy, following the commitment 
by Foster's Group and Carlton United Breweries parent company, Anheuser-Busch InBev, to buy all of its electricity from 
renewable resources by 2025, including on-site solar. Joining the Googles and the Apples, Ikea, Walmart and Amazon, AB InBev’s 
decision to shift to renewables is not groundbreaking, but it is a big one. According to a company statement in March, it will mean 
shifting some 6 terawatt-hours of electricity a year to renewable sources in the markets where AB InBev operates – including, of 
course, Australia. The company said last week it could reach its target well before 2025. It expects to secure between 75-85 per 
cent of electricity through direct power purchasing agreements, from large-scale wind and solar farms – and the final 15-25 per 
cent mainly from on-site technologies like solar PV. The huge effort has kicked off in Mexico, which is home to the company’s 
largest brewery, in Zacatecas. There, AB InBev has signed a PPA with Iberdrola for 490 gigawatt-hours a year, allowing it to meet 
all of its purchased electricity needs for production sites in the country. For Mexico, the deal is expected to boost the country’s wind 
and solar capacity by more than 5 per cent, with Iberdrola building and installing 220MW of wind energy capacity onshore in the 
state of Puebla, aiming for production to begin in the first half of 2019. For Australia, the flow-on effect of InBev’s renewables 
commitment also promises to be significant, and will likely result in PPAs for large-scale wind or solar farms, as Telstra has done 
for a 70MW solar farm in Queensland, and Sun Metals is also doing for a 116MW solar farm. […]  However, a recent ARENA 
report found that less than half of Australian businesses actually sourced any renewable energy at all; and when they did, it was for 
less than 10 per cent of their needs. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/no-small-beer-fosters-vb-go-100-renewable-2025/ 

 
 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 

 
EPA recommends against two proposals that would cause environmental impacts 
nationalresourcesreview.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

Two proposals to mine significant Banded Iron Formations (BIFs) would cause permanent and irreversible environmental impacts, 
with the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) recommending against their approval. The EPA’s recommendations that Mineral 
Resources Limited’s Jackson 5 and Bungalbin East Iron Ore Project in the Yilgarn area and Sinosteel Midwest Corporation’s Blue 
Hills Mungada East Expansion in the Midwest are both environmentally unacceptable are now with the Minister for Environment for 
a final decision. EPA Chairman Dr Tom Hatton said BIFs were highly biodiverse ranges set in predominantly flat landscapes and 
amongst the oldest landforms on earth, providing specialised habitats for plants, animals and ecological communities. Once mined, 
restoration of the impacted landforms would not be possible. “These proposals would significantly and permanently impact the 
environmental integrity of distinctive formations supporting some of the highest biodiversity and social values in their respective 
regions,” Dr Hatton said. “As high points in the landscape, they are cooler and wetter than the surrounding plains, acting as 
‘terrestrial island’ habitats for unique and rare plants and animals.” The two separate EPA assessments involved site visits, 
extensive public consultation, and careful analysis of the potential impacts on multiple environmental factors before concluding that 
overall, the proposals were environmentally unacceptable and should not be implemented. 

 

Read Item: https://www.nationalresourcesreview.com.au/news article/epa-recommends-two-proposals-cause-
environmental-impacts/ 

 

 
World has already used nature's budget for year, and Australia is worst offender 
Renew Economy, Other, 03/08/17, Giles Parkinson 

 

The world has already consumed its nature “budget” for the entire year, and Australia has been identified as the worst offending 
country among major economies. If everyone lived like the average Australian, the world’s nature budget for the year would have 
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been consumed in early March. A California-based research organisation called the Global Footprint Network says that August 2 
marked the day that the world used the last of “nature’s “budget” for the year. “Earth Overshoot Day” marks the date when 
humanity’s annual demand on nature exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year. The world started consuming more than it 
can regenerate in the early 1970s, the organisation said, and this year  is the earliest “overshoot” date yet. “In other words, 
humanity is currently using nature 1.7 times faster than ecosystems can regenerate,” the organisation says. “This is akin to using 
1.7 Earths.” Global Footprint Network says the costs of this global ecological overspending are becoming increasingly evident 
around the world, in the form of deforestation, drought, fresh-water scarcity, soil erosion, biodiversity loss, and the buildup of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Australia, see table to the right, is the worst offender, consuming the equivalent of 5.2 worlds. 
GFN says its target is to move Earth Overshoot Day back 4.5 days every year. If this occurred, then the world would return to using 
the resources of one planet by 2050. 

 

Read Item: http://reneweconomy.com.au/world-already-used-natures-budget-year-australia-worst-offender-50828/ 

 
 
 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation  
 
 
 

 
Goldman Sachs and Palisade pump billions into wind and solar energy 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 04/08/17, Ben Potter, page 3 

 

US giant Goldman Sachs has joined the Australian renewable energy stampede and Sydney fund manager Palisade Investment 
Partners is launching a new clean energy fund in moves that may add gigawatts of wind and solar power worth billions of dollars to 
the grid. The new Palisade Renewable Energy Fund and an existing fund that invests directly on behalf of the firm's clients - 
including the Clean Energy Finance Corporation - could have a combined $1 billion of assets, funding a gigawatt of wind and solar 
projects, by 2020. At the same time, US investment giants Tennenbaum Capital Partners and Goldman Sachs are buying Conergy 
Australia with plans to dramatically expand the company's solar battery farm ambitions to fund up to a gigawatt across Australia. A 
gigawatt is 1000 megawatts, the size of a coal-fired power station. The deals show the rush to wind and solar power - and batteries 
- is gathering momentum even as Chief Scientist Alan Finkel's recommendation for a Clean Energy Target comes under fire from 
Coalition conservatives led by former PM Tony Abbott The Clean Energy Finance Corporation - the federal government green 
bank - has chipped in $75 million as a cornerstone investor in the Palisade Renewable Energy Fund (PREF), which aims to raise 
$500 million to support about 500 megawatts of wind and solar projects worth roughly $1 billion. That's on top of $100 million the 
CEFC deposited last year with Palisade to manage directly on its behalf alongside $400 million of other clients' funds that aimed to 
support another $1 billion of renewable energy projects. Super funds HESTA and Local Government Super Queensland are also 
backing the PREF. The fund has the Hallett and Waterloo wind farms in South Australia as operating assets, the 148-megawatt 
Ross River Solar Farm - a greenfields project - in Queensland under construction and the Stony Gap Wind Farm in SA wind farm 
development in its portfolio. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jy948333682 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website. Also prospected for Australian Renewable Energy Agency. 

 

 
Green student accommodation project beds $32m CEFC loan 
The Australian, Property, 04/08/17, Elizabeth Redman, page 25 

 

A student accommodation project in Adelaide has won a $32 million loan from Clean Energy Finance Corporation to develop an 
energy-efficient building. The 428-bed tower is a joint venture between Blue Sky Private Real Estate and Goldman Sachs and will 
be managed by student accommodation provider Altira Student Living. It is expected to open in February next year. The building 
will have energyefficient heating, ventilation and airconditioning, LED lighting, water-efficient taps, centralised gas water heating 
and a 25KW rooftop solar photovoltaic system. CEFC has invested more than $600m in the property sector in a bid to improve 
energy use and set benchmarks for other projects. In March, the CEFC invested $100m in the AMP Capital Wholesale Office 
Fund, aiming to create a portfolio of net zero carbon emission buildings by 2030. The green bank last year invested $110m in the 
Investa Commercial Property Fund and contributed $125m to the first sustainable property trust offered by real estate fund 
manager EG Funds Management. Inefficient property contributed to almost a quarter of Australia's carbon emissions, CEFC chief 
executive Ian Learmonth said, as he announced the body's first investment in Adelaide. "This project will lift the benchmark for 
building standards in student accommodation, representing an important step towards achieving net zero carbon buildings," Mr 
Learmonth said. CEFC property sector lead Chris Wade said developers of student accommodation tended to build to minimum 
standards, the lowest-cost option, and had a limited focus on energy efficiency. But the Adelaide development would be at least 25 
per cent more efficient, cutting energy costs and demonstrating the business case for future energy efficient student 
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accommodation projects, he said. Blue Sky Private Real Estate investment director Nick Singleton said sustainability was a key 
consideration for students. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jy948333684 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 

Crikey Worm: secret ballot on marriage equality, climate scientists needed, Trump signs off on Russian sanctions 
Crikey.com.au, Current Affairs, 03/08/17, Cassidy Knowlton, page 1 

 

"For them to cross the floor to try to ensure the Parliament does it [passes marriage equality], that is real breach of faith with the 
public." Guess who? Maybe if we give you a little more it will become clear: "It’s obviously a dramatic loss of discipline inside the 
government and it’s a serious attack on the authority of the leadership." That is, of course, former prime minister Tony "No Sniping" 
Abbott, sniping on 2GB yesterday. […] Australia's dearth of climate scientists is seriously impeding our ability to predict weather 
and climate events, according to a review by the Australian Academy of Science."We currently do not know whether rainfall 
evaporation is going to increase or decrease over [the Murray-Darling Basin], and this has obviously large implications for sourcing 
our food and profitability in those regions," said Professor Trevor McDougall, who led the review for the academy. The academy 
found Australia's climate modelling had advanced as far as it could without more resources and an additional 77 new positions 
were needed, 27 of them urgently this year. It suggested these positions be in the CSIRO, Bureau of Meteorology or even a new 
climate research agency. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0jy948333686 

 

 
Focus on economy before climate deal, Glencore urges Australia 
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 03/08/17, Perry Williams 

 

Australia may need to consider delaying its goals to combat global climate change in order to prioritise energy security and 
economic prosperity, according to a senior executive at Glencore. The country's emerging energy crisis, in conjunction with 
government-imposed clean-energy targets, has undermined investor confidence and may force businesses to shut or move 
offshore, the commodity giant's global coal head, Peter Freyberg, said in a speech on Wednesday in Sydney. "If that means 
Australia needs to consider a possible delay in meeting its emission reduction targets under the Paris Agreement in order to 
prioritise energy security and economic prosperity, then its worthy of further discussion," he said, adding that Swiss-based 
Glencore has invested $US20 billion ($25 billion) in its Australian assets and last year contributed more than $US12 billion to the 
economy. Australia, one of the world's biggest coal and natural gas exporters, was among more than 150 signatories to the 
November deal in Paris, aimed at lowering carbon dioxide emissions to limit a rise in global temperatures. Meanwhile, rising power 
and gas prices in the past year, as well as occasional blackouts, have put the nation's energy security under scrutiny, a situation 
Freyberg said stemmed from "a decade of poorly designed and uncoordinated energy policy." "Renewable energy has a role to 
play in Australia's energy mix, but not at any cost and not at the expense of grid stability, reliability or other energy options," he said 
in his speech. 

 

Read Item: http://www.smh.com.au/business/mining-and-resources/focus-on-economy-before-climate-deal-glencore-
urges-australia-20170802-gxo6oh.html 

Also displayed on the Canberra Times website 

 

 
Superannuation companies risk legal action over woeful climate disclosure 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 03/08/17, Cameron Jewell 

 

Most large Australian superannuation companies have provided no, or inadequate, evidence that they've considered climate risk in 
their investment portfolios, putting trustees at risk of legal action, according to a new legal opinion released today by Noel Hutley 
SC and James Mack. The memorandum of opinion, commissioned by Market Forces, found that climate change risk “can and 
should be considered by trustee directors to the extent that those risks intersect with the financial interests of a beneficiary of a 
registrable superannuation entity”. “In our opinion, there is an inherent harmony between the financial effect associated with 
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climate change risks and the cardinal requirement of a trustee to act in the best financial interests of beneficiary,” the opinion 
states. It said trustee directors should “source, consider and weigh relevant information relating to climate change risk and record 
their decision making processes”. The legal opinion was released by Market Forces alongside a new report – Risky Business – 
which found that 60 of Australia’s top 100 superannuation companies disclosed no evidence that they’ve considered climate risk in 
regards to their investments. This accounts for $393 billion, or 29.2 per cent of all large superannuation fund assets, and 
represents 8.8 million member accounts. An additional 22 disclosed inadequate evidence of climate risk consideration, accounting 
for $306 billion (22.8 per cent of large superannuation fund assets), and representing 5.2 million member accounts. The legal 
opinion follows similar statements from Bank of England governor Mark Carney and the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority, 
which in February warned that organisations not taking climate change seriously could undermine the entire financial system, 
pointing to a similar legal opinion sought by the Centre for Policy Development and the Future Business Council. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/business/finance/superannuation-companies-risk-legal-action-over-woeful-
climate-disclosure/94131 

 

 
Shortage of climate scientists ‘significant risk' to Australia: Academy of Science 
World News Australia, Other, 03/08/17, Ed Roberts 

 

Australia's ability to maintain world-class climate science research is being jeopardised by under-resourcing and a lack of staff, 
according to a new report by the Australian Academy of Science. The report by the Australian Academy of Science investigates the 
current arrangements for the country’s climate science workforce, assesses Australia’s capability to respond to new developments 
in the field in the future, and analyses how findings are communicated. The study of climate science aims to understand 
atmospheric conditions and processes over an extended period of time, in a broader way than climate change science, and the 
country’s ability to assess climate science findings directly affects how the world can respond to climate change. Around 420 full-
time staff are employed to work on four areas of climate science in Australia: climate observation; climate understanding; climate 
modelling; and climate services. Fifteen of those are based at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) Climate Centre in Tasmania. But the Academy says a staged increase of at least 77 full-time staff is necessary across 
those four fields, with 27 required immediately. “These capability requirements are brought into sharper focus when you consider 
that our country is potentially more exposed to the impacts of climate change than most developed nations,” said Professor Trevor 
McDougall, who led the review. Australia’s location in the southern hemisphere is crucial in terms of how its climate and weather is 
determined. However, according to the report, there are “weaknesses” in coordination and resourcing that “create avoidable 
inefficiency”. It states that financing arrangements are “overly complex” and place an “unnecessarily large administrative burden on 
operational scientists” to get funds from multiple sources. It also outlines the under-resourcing in particular areas that present 
“moderate to significant risks” to Australia’s ability to continue to provide crucial weather information. 

 

Read Item: http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/08/03/shortage-climate-scientists-significant-risk-australia-academy-
science 

 
 
 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
 
 
 

Joyce never spoke to water nominee Davey 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 04/08/17, Phillip Coorey, page 8 

 

Barnaby Joyce has distanced himself from former irrigation lobbyist Perm Davey after previously extolling her virtues when 
nominating her to fill a board position on the Murray Darling Basin Authority. Ms Davey asked for her nomination to be withdrawn 
on Wednesday after The Australian Financial Review revealed she had been part of a teleconference during which a NSW 
government official was offering irrigation lobbyists sensitive documents to allegedly help them undermine the Murray Darling 
Basin Plan.  The official, Gavin Hanlon, has referred himself to the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption. Ms 
Davey's. withdrawal has done little to ease calls from federal Labor and within South Australia for Mr Joyce to be relieved of the 
Water Resources portfolio on the basis he is too heavily conflicted. The Nationals leader and Agriculture Minister dodged on 
Thursday when asked about Ms Davey, who is the daughter of National Party icon Paul Davey and herself, according to a party 
source, considered "party royalty". Mr Joyce said he had "never had a conversation" with Ms Davey but "I have heard she has 
withdrawn her application". "We've accepted that and 1 leave the rest for Perin Davey to answer." Ms Davey was part of a 
teleconference, reported last week by the ABC's Four Corners, in which Mr Hanlon proposed handing over de-badged documents, 
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those which are stripped of the departmental logo, to help irrigators exploit the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. "Obviously we would 
have to debadge it," Mr Hanlon says. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nn948333688 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
If marriage equality doesn't wreck the government, NBN or Murray-Darling disasters might 
Crikey.com.au, Current Affairs, 03/08/17, Bernard Keane, page 1 

 

While the government goes to pieces over marriage equality, some holding operations have become necessary on two other major 
fronts, both of which, in normal circumstances, would be significant medium-term problems.  […]  The slowly unfolding story of the 
NSW government's role, and that of both the NSW and federal Nationals,in undermining the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, is the 
second serious front that's opened up against the government and it, too, has been dispatched to a review -- although not a 
sufficiently independent for the liking of the South Australians. Make no mistake, this has the potential for real damage as more 
detail emerges from NSW, and about Barnaby Joyce's handling of it all. Significantly, rather than running protection for the 
Coalition, News Corp's Sydney tabloid has leapt into the fray, following the lead of the ABC, to air damaging allegations about the 
enthusiasm of the Nationals to do the bidding of irrigators -- to the extent that irrigators and the Nationals are meaningfully 
separate entities. The issue has now come a lot closer to Barnaby Joyce after the Financial Review's Phil Coorey claimed a scalp 
overnight: one of Joyce's nominees to the board of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority withdrew after questions about her 
participation in, and statements during, that teleconference, in which NSW Primary Industries deputy Gavin Hanlon offered de-
identified departmental documents to irrigator lobbyists. The nominee is, it's perhaps superfluous to note, a former National Party 
staffer. Remember that the Murray-Darling Basin Plan is supposed to be bipartisan and federal-state agreement. The Nationals, 
however, have always bitterly resented it, particularly in relation to water buybacks, and were only bought off with the wasting of 
hundreds of millions of dollars on inefficient water infrastructure bribesto irrigators. The removal of Tony Abbott proved to be an 
opportunity for the Nationals to sabotage the plan from within, by demanding that Malcolm Turnbull agree to movewater from the 
environment portfolio into Barnaby Joyce's Agriculture Department. Liberal MPs at the time expressed concern about Joyce having 
control of water, and those concerns have now been vindicated. The Nationals, state and federally, have been undermining the 
plan in the interests of irrigators, and at the expense of South Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nn948333690 

 

 
Murray-Darling Basin: NSW sweetener fixed just before plan 
Weekly Times Now, Other, 04/08/17, Peter Hunt 

 

The controversial deal that gave Barwon-Darling River irrigators access to more water during lower flows was struck just a month 
before the Murray-Darling Basin Plan's implementation. In 2012 the NSW Government cut Barwon-Darling irrigators’ access to 
water from 520 gigalitres down to 189 gigalitres, under the local water sharing plan. However, former water corporation and NSW 
Government officers said irrigators were offered “sweeteners” to offset the cuts, which allowed them access to more water during 
low flows, gain unlimited carry-over and maximise their daily pumping rates. The resulting 2012 plan cut irrigators’ access to water 
during high flow, but allowed them to convert their high-flow licences into low-flow ones. “To sweeten the cut we allowed them to 
convert (some of) their remaining licence from C (class) to B, which increased their reliability,” the NSW officer said. Under the 
2012 sharing plan, an irrigator with a C-class licence can pump water only when the river is flowing at 11,000 megalitres a day. 
Allowing them to convert to B-class meant they could pump when the Barwon-Darling was flowing at just 1250 megalitres a day. 
The official said the cut in entitlements, under the water sharing plan was not explained in recent media reports. However, he 
agreed the net impact of cutting and then converting licences was to put the river under much greater stress during lower flows. 

 

Read Item: http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/national/murraydarling-basin-nsw-sweetener-fixed-just-before-
plan/news-story/4e41b06cb2af6cd1f4eb1331dd4d350e 

 

 
MDBA to tap into water compliance 
PSNews, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

The Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) is to be asked to carry out an independent review of the compliance with regulations 
governing water use in the Basin. The move follows media reports of alleged inadequate governance in some parts of the system. 
Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Barnaby Joyce has written to the State Basin Water Ministers seeking their 
agreement to the terms of reference for the review. Mr Joyce while the national Government was confident about the 
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Council of Australian Government’s implementation plan, it was important that everyone had confidence that the rules 
underpinning fair and lawful water use throughout the Basin were being followed. “We expect that, as part of their agreement to the 
review, Basin Water Ministers will commit to providing the MDBA with ready access to all relevant information and the full support 
and cooperation of relevant State officials,” Mr Joyce said. “Strong compliance regimes are just as important for irrigators as they 
are for the environment and Basin communities.” He said the terms of reference for the review would cover the appropriateness of 
and compliance with State laws; the adequacy of water measurement and monitoring arrangements; and the adequacy of 
governance and institutional arrangements. “This review will complement a number of other actions under way in response to 
recent allegations, including the independent review lead by Ken Matthews, the investigation by the NSW ICAC and the audit being 
undertaken by the Australian National Audit Office,” the Minister said.  He said the MDBA would present its findings to the Council 
of Australian Governments by 15 December this year, following a report to the scheduled meeting of the Murray Darling Basin 
Ministerial Council in November. 

 

Read Item: http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/562/news/mdba-to-tap-into-water-compliance 
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Next scary thing: wind farm hack 
Australian Financial Review, Review, 04/08/17, Tim Johnson, page 2 

                          

The robust and aggressive takedown of part of Ukraine's power grid earlier this year by hackers served as a wake-up call for cyber 
experts and exposed just how much the US does not know about foreign operatives' ability to strike critical infrastructure. Electrical 
grids were on the minds of those gathered at Black Hat, the world's biggest hacker convention - appropriately enough in Las Vegas 
- that took place last week. The confab draws 16,000 hackers and information technology experts from around the globe. Hackers 
routinely come to the Black Hat convention to demonstrate how to break into electronic systems embedded in medical devices, 
ATMs, cars, routers and mobile phones. This year, at the 20th annual gathering, one security researcher walked attendees through 
a hack of a wind - farm. "Wind farm control networks are extremely susceptible to attack," said the researcher, Jason Staggs, who 
is affiliated with the University of Tulsa. Hackers would only have to get access to a single turbine to implant malware that would 
spread across the wind farm, Staggs said, noting he had hacked into turbines at multiple wind farms with the operators' permission. 
"We can turn the turbine on or turn the turbine off or put it in an idle state," he said, demonstrating the method for taking digital 
control of a turbine. Wind farms provided 4.7 per cent of the nation's electricity in 2015, Staggs said, a percentage likely to climb to 
20 per cent by 2030. When a 250-megawatt wind farm was left idle due to a malicious hack, the downtime could cost an electric 
utility between $10,000 and $35,000 an hour, Staggs said. While wind farms may face vulnerabilities, some experts said the 
nation's complex electrical grids were more robust and capable of withstanding a cyber attack. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nn948333692 

 

 
Albright's fund to benefit from power woes in Australia 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 04/08/17, Simon Evans, page 10 

 

A private equity fund chaired by former US secretary of state Madeleine Albright is benefiting from Australia's electricity woes 
through its large stake in APR Energy, which has stopped short of giving an Elon Musk-style 'free' guarantee if it doesn't plug a gap 
in time. APR Energy, which on August 1 secured a contract to supply the South Australian government with a new fast-start power 
plant made up of nine turbines to help avert potential shortages over summer, also filled the breach for Tasmania last year when 
an under-sea power cable to the mainland failed. APR Energy executive chairman John Campion told The Australian Financial 
Review on Thursday from the company's Florida headquarters that having Ms Albright involved was a big plus for the company in 
its global expansion and that the Tasmanian deal had been a winner for both the company and the Tasmanian authorities. "All 
round it was a good situation," Mr Campion said. Mr Campion said APR Energy hadn't provided the same guarantee for the SA 
government that Mr Musk had promised of delivering within 100 days "or it's free", but there were serious financial penalties in the 
contract if APR was not able to deliver the 276 megawatt system on time before December 1. But there was little chance of that 
occurring anyway. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0nn948333694 

 

 
Loy Yang B discussions turn to banks and their assuran
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Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 04/08/17, page 18 

 

It's less than four weeks until final bids for Engie's Loy Yang B power generator and those in the final round are hi the throes of 
serious discussions with banks around locking down financing, sources told Street Talk. The conversations haven't been easy as 
most of the big four banks and even several US lenders have shied away from stumping up funds for coal-fired generators. 
Sources suggested that the bulk of the financing would come from Asia-based banks, but they too were seeking extra assurances 
from bidders. Those assurances include loans that can be repaid more quickly-through instalments - over a multi-year timeframe, 
which would drag on the new owner's cashflow. The banks know there is some uncertainty about the generator's future revenues, 
as it lacks long-term contracts and is entangled in regulatory risks linked to electricity prices. Blackstone is among final-round 
acquirers that will look to maximise debt funding. A final bid date for Loy Yang B, which may fetch $1 billion, is set for August 29. 
Alinta Energy owner Chow Tai Fook Enterprises and Delta Energy (owned by interests held by Trevor St Baker) are also in the 
final round of the Rothschildrun sale process. Elsewhere, Alinta Energy has emerged as the potential key rival to EnergyAustralia 
for the two gas-fired power plants in Victoria being sold by IFM Investors. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ev948333696 

 

 
APA takes aim at 'pet shop parrot' gas policies from governments 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 04/08/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 19 

 

APA Group chief executive Mick McCormack and Santos boss Kevin Gallagher have pumped up the volume of complaint from 
industry about policymakers' responsibility for escalating energy prices but have sharply disagreed on whether pipeline tariffs are 
partly to blame. Mr McCormack, the head of the country's biggest gas pipeline owner, used an address in Sydney to take a swipe 
at federal and state politicians. He accused them of developing energy regulation "on the basis of fiction and folklore", putting jobs 
and industry at risk because of surging electricity and gas prices. Both he and Mr Gallagher, who was speaking at the same event 
pointed the finger at state and territory governments' gas restrictions for driving up prices unnecessarily. But they differed markedly 
on the degree to which pipeline tariffs are also part of the problem. Mr Gallagher said private pipelines were preventing the efficient 
delivery of gas to the market and backed a recommendation by the competition watchdog to examine "market power" as a criterion 
for regulating pipelines. Shell has also blamed pipeline tariffs for contributing to high east coast gas prices but Mr McCormack 
disagreed, saying the industry had been an easy target for a government unable to tackle the root of the problem. "The focus on 
pipelines has been at best, misguided, and at worst deliberately diversionary," Mr McCormack said, insisting there has been no 
real increase in tariffs since 2002 even though gas prices have trebled. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ev948333698 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Fortescue boss talks up gas role 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 04/08/17, Tess Ingram, page 22 

 

Fortescue Metals Group chief executive Nev Power says gas needs to play a more central role in Australia's transition towards 
renewable energy. Mr Power said the recommendation of a clean energy target in the Finkel review on energy security should be 
'fine-tuned' to better incentivise the development of gas reserves as Australia works to ensure energy security while reducing 
emissions. "I think the key to that is to enforce 'use it or lose it' provisions on gas reserves and resources around Australia and 
there probably needs to be some fine-tuning of the clean energy target proposed by Finkel to make sure we have that right balance 
that incentiv-ises gas as a transition fuel because I think it is a very good transition fuel," Mr Power told The Australian Financial 
Review. "We have an abundance of it in Australia so it has the potential to provide low cost power to Australian families and at the 
same time continue to reduce our emissions. The. policy framework needs to be fine-tuned to get that balance right." Mr Power 
also suggested a regular review and adjustment of clean energy target thresholds could facilitate a smoother transition to reliable 
"new generation capacity". On Wednesday, Glencore's global head of coal Peter Freyberg slammed renewable energy targets for 
threatening the viability of heavy industry, labelling state governments as "irresponsible" for unveiling targets without transparency 
on the impact on power prices and jobs. Mr Power said he agreed that when renewable energy targets were set "the full cost 
implications of renewable energy generation hasn't been taken into account". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ev948333700 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 
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Fortescue joins call to scrap renewables target 
The Australian, General News, 04/08/17, Paul Garvey, page 4 

 

Andrew Forrest's Fortescue Metals Group has added its voice to the growing industry call for the scrapping of the renewable 
energy target, warning a policy fixation with renewable energy was coming at a high cost to consumers. Fortescue chief executive 
Nev Power told The Australian the RET was incentivising the development of renewables without due consideration to the impact 
of the intermittent supply on the broader power grid, leaving households to foot the bill for costly and inefficient sources of back-up 
power. "I think (the RET) has outlived its usefulness and I don't think it's the way to go forward," Mr Power said. "We should look 
for something that tries to create balance rather than simply incentivising one form of energy generation in a form that is not 
reliable and that doesn't take into account the full cost of providing 24/7 power generation. Ultimately, who pays for this is the 
electricity consumer and this can have significant impacts on household incomes." Glencore, Australia's biggest coalminer, on 
Wednesday called for the abolition of the RET and suggested Australia pull out of the Paris climate accord. Glencore's senior 
Australian executive, Peter Freyberg, said the measures would bring relief to Australian industry struggling under the weight of 
rising power costs. While Glencore's Australian mines produce the coal that feeds into the nation's coal-fired power station, iron ore 
miner Fortescue is only exposed to the electricity market as a customer. The company is phasing out diesel generated electricity 
across its Pilbara operations and has long been an exponent of gas as a means of efficiently reducing Australia's energy footprint. 
The government's renewable energy target, in place with bipartisan support, aims to double the amount of electricity from 
renewable sources to 23.5 per cent by 2020. But its effectiveness has come under question amid rising energy prices in eastern 
Australia and blackouts in South Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ev948333702 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Turnbull calls for a pow wow on power 
The Australian, General News, 04/08/17, David Crowe, page 4 

 

Malcolm Turnbull is canvassing tougher rules for energy suppliers to assure Australians he is heeding their concerns about the 
cost of living, as he hauls power company bosses to Parliament House next week to warn about price hikes. The Prime Minister 
rebuked the nations's biggest energy companies yesterday for their 'lack of disclosure' in pricing, asking them to meet him on 
Wednesday to discuss ways to save hundreds of dollars a year in household power bills. The move sets up several days of 
campaigning on energy prices and reliability ahead of the resumption of parliament on Tuesday, as the government steps up 
attacks on Labor for proposing an ambitious target for renewable energy. With the Coalition still divided on a recommendation from 
Chief Scientist Alan Finkel to embrace a clean energy target, the focus on retail power prices clears the ground for a renewed 
Coalition debate on Dr Finkel's proposal. Mr Turnbull warned energy companies yesterday that families were feeling price 
pressures and that the Australian Energy Market Commission had found that businesses and households could save money by 
switching retailers. "Since families are feeling price pressures now, it is important to ensure no family pays a cent more for 
electricity than it needs to," he wrote. "I am particularly concerned by reports that consumers are being pushed from discounted 
market rates to higher priced standard contracts or non-discounted plans, often without realising it." His move on electricity prices 
follows a separate initiative to force gas exporters to pipe more gas into the domestic market in the hope of easing prices. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ev948333704 

 

 
Power costs cut up to 14pc in profits 
The Australian, Business News, 04/08/17, Andrew White and Matt Chambers, page 19 

 

Australian investors are about to get a taste of what the country's neglect of energy policy is costing business, with soaring 
electricity and gas prices expected to clip 5-14 per cent from pre-tax profits at companies ranging from Woolworths to Wesfarmers 
and Inghams to NextDC. Companies across transport, retailing, mining, electricity, data storage and manufacturing will be hit by 
the surge in energy prices, according to analysts at Citi. The timing will depend on when long-term contracts typically used by 
major companies roll off and expose those businesses to the new supply and price conditions. The recent spike in electricity and 
gas prices is expected to be sustained for at least three years as policymakers attempt to overcome years of neglect to restore 
reliability and affordability to the system, Citi said. The analysis comes as Glencore's most senior Australian executive this week 
warned that companies would close unless government policy shifted priorities to affordability and reliability. Rio Tinto this week 
said higher Australian energy costs had knocked $63 million from its 2017 operating profit. "Electricity prices have spiked higher 
across all the major states, excluding Western Australia," the Citi team led by Craig Woolford said. "For most Australian-based 
companies, we expect the impact will likely be felt over 2017-18 and 2018-19, as most companies will have two or three-year 
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contracts." Data centre company NextDC would suffer the biggest relative effect, with a 14 per cent, or $16m, hit to pre-tax profits. 
Still, higher prices could increase demand for its services, Citi said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il948333706 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Brookfield eyes Loy Yang B as price spike promises plenty 
The Australian, Business News, 04/08/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 20 

 

Global private equity fund Brookfield has emerged as one of the parties contending for Loy Yang B, the $1 billion coal-fired power 
station that suitors want to buy to capitalise on the country's escalating electricity prices. It comes as some of the companies 
plotting an acquisition of Engie and Mitsui's power station in Victoria's La Trobe Valley are believed to have already agreed to 
contracts for potential customers. Deals are believed to have been struck at around $100 per megawatt hour. The contracts, 
however, are short term, according to sources, and are in line with the current prices in the market. At the $100 rate, analysts 
estimate Loy Yang B could generate $800m of annual revenue. The sales process run by Rothschild for the power station is 
moving closer to a conclusion. Final bids are due on August 29. Origin Energy is likely to be among parties buying contracts for 
Loy Yang B's power. The listed energy provider paid $55 per kilowatt hour for Stockyard Hill's wind energy, which is considered a 
less valuable power source than coal. Two issues for prospective buyers have been securing funding for the acquisition and 
exactly what future customers will pay for Loy Yang B's power. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il948333708 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Macquarie, GIC in power bid 
The Australian, Business News, 04/08/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 20 

 

Macquarie is ramping up its renewable energy investments by joining with Singapore's GIC to bid for a one-third stake in a Filipino 
power producer. The bank's most powerful division, Macquarie Infrastructure and Real Assets, has teamed up to lodge the offer for 
Energy Development Corp worth $US1.3 billion ($1.6bn). In a statement to the Manila Stock Exchange, the MIRA and GIC 
consortium said both companies owned a combined installed capacity of 11 gigawatts in assets around the world. EDC says it is 
The Philippines' largest producer of geothermal energy with 1457.8 megawatts delivered to the country. Output is made up of 
geothermal, hydro and wind power, and the company is considered the second-largest geothermal firm in the world. Macquarie 
said it was keen to add EDC to its renewable energy investments portfolio and add to its experience in the sector. Under its future 
plan, Macquarie will nominate Ben Way, who run the bank's Hong Kong operations, David Luboff and Francis Pui-Cheun Kwok to 
join the EDC board. Macquarie said at its results in May it was keen to build up its renewable energy portfolio. In the past seven 
years, Macquarie Capital has built up an 8.5bn ($14.8bn) renewable energy portfolio, with nearly a quarter of that made in the past 
six months. Macquarie recently bought a 25 per cent stake in the 1.6bn, 573MW Race Bank offshore wind farm and has built up 
solar, tidal and waste and bioenergy assets. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il948333710 

 

 
Energy chiefs warn on LNG export controls 
The Australian, Business News, 04/08/17, Matt Chambers, page 21 

 

Santos chief Kevin Gallagher and APA Group managing director Mick McCormack have called on the federal government not to go 
ahead with LNG export controls, which the pair say will increase sovereign risk concerns. The warnings, made at the Committee 
for Economic Development of Australia energy forum in Sydney yesterday, came with a blistering attack from Mr McCormack, who 
runs the dominant gas pipeline company, over what he said was a lack of political leadership on energy that had bred rash policy 
decisions and helped force gas prices higher. But it was not all doom and gloom, as has been the tone of most energy forums this 
year. Both gas bosses said measures enacted by the industry since Malcolm Turnbull called a crisis meeting with industry in March 
had had the effect of driving down prices. Part of the outcome of those meetings, along with Australian Competition & Consumer 
Commission monitoring, was the Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism, which targets the Santos-led Gladstone LNG 
project as the only one of three Queensland plants that draws gas from domestic markets. Under the ADGSM, acting Resources 
Minister Barnaby Joyce has to decide whether there is a shortage of reasonably priced east coast gas and whether to restrict 
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GLNG. Mr Gallagher said the threat of the mechanism was worrying customers of GLNG, which sells all its LNG into long-term 
international contracts. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il948333712 

 

 
PM calls power chiefs to capital 
Age, General News, 04/08/17, Mark Kenny, page 9 

 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has thrown the switch to browbeating, calling in the nation's biggest electricity retailers for face-to-
face talks next Wednesday in a bid to curb galloping household and business electricity bills, and improve their market sensitivity. 
In comments that go some way to vindicating claims from one of his backbenchers that people would die this winter from not being 
able to afford heating, Mr Turnbull says the cost pressures from sky-rocketing energy prices are leading families to avoid turning on 
heating and lights, and that businesses are doing the same. Among the complaints he will level are the tendency of electricity 
retailers to switch consumers from off-peak rates to higher peak electricity costs without their knowledge, relying on the fact that 
consumers are reluctant to switch retailers. The Prime Minister cited research by St Vincent de Paul that found a typical family 
could save up to $830 a year by changing from "the worst standing offer, to the best market offer". The meeting is also a 
demonstration of the government's intent to address more pressing matters than its excruciating internal preoccupations with 
delaying same-sex marriage equality. That issue seems set to account for most of the political oxygen in the first part of the week, 
when Federal Parliament returns after the winter break. But Mr Turnbull is determined to move on to other matters as Coalition 
figures across the country expressed frustration at the endless questions and prominent headlines about marriage equality as they 
called for a return to the bread-and-butter concerns. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt948333714 

 

 
Awash with potential energy  
Canberra Times, General News, 04/08/17, Doug Dingwall, page 1 

 

Land in the ACT might have the answer to questions about renewable energy raised by power blackouts in South Australia this 
year. The territory and its surrounds are home to more than 800 sites that could stabilise renewables by creating storage energy 
using technology similar to the government's much-vaunted Snowy Hydro 2.0 project. A study by ANU researchers found nearly 
6000 sites in Australia could host stations that would pump water between two reservoirs to create energy supporting the power 
grid during disturbances to other renewables. Unlike Snowy Hydro 2.0, the pumped hydro stations wouldn't need a 30-kilometre 
tunnel connecting the water bodies, but short, steep piping. ANU researcher Andrew Blakers said the country needed to find 
sources of energy storage as states approached targets of 50 per cent renewable electricity supply. "We've got to think about 
storage several years in advance because we need to build the thing," he said. While Elon Musk's battery to stabilise South 
Australia's power supply has grabbed headlines, Professor Blakers said the smallest site his study found could yield seven times 
the energy storage of batteries. The largest potential station would give 1000 times more storage. Pumped hydro avoids a restraint 
to the hydroelectricity that powers Tasmania. It doesn't need a river to operate, opening up much more of Australia's land mass to 
station sites. In the ACT and its surrounds, researchers found 871 potential sites that together would provide about 200 times more 
energy storage capacity than required to support a 100 per cent renewable electricity system in the region. Another 4800 sites in 
Tasmania, Queensland, South Australia and around Alice Springs could provide pumped hydro storage, and ANU researchers 
expect a survey of other areas will uncover about 4000 more. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt948333716 

 

 
Power bosses to face PM 
Herald Sun, General News, 04/08/17, Tom Minear, page 13 

 

Malcolm Turnbull has blasted Australia's power companies for forcing families to pay higher prices instead of ensuring customers 
are signed up to their most competitive deals. The Prime Minister has summoned the men and women in charge of the nation's 
energy giants to Canberra next week, where he is vowing to grill them about what they will do to help reduce people's electricity 
bills. "Since families are feeling price pressures now, it is important to ensure no family pays a cent more for electricity than it 
needs to," Mr Turnbull said in a letter obtained by the Herald Sun. "This situation must be addressed - urgently and directly." "It is 
simply not good enough that some families and businesses cannot always afford to turn on their lights, heating and equipment." Mr 
Turnbull is trying to turn the screws on power companies to offer better deals after the Australian Energy Market Competition found 
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households could save as much as $500 a year on electricity if they switched providers. The organisations summoned to next 
Wednesday's meeting are EnergyAustralia, Origin Energy, AGL, Snowy Hydro, Momentum Energy, Alinta Energy, Simply Energy 
and the Australian Energy Council. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt948333718 

Also displayed on the Adelaide Now website 

 

 
Chiefs slam gas policy 'on run' 
Herald Sun, Business News, 04/08/17, Prashant Mehra, page 49 

 

Senior energy industry executives have blamed poor policy by state and federal governments for driving domestic electricity and 
gas prices higher. Corporate leaders were particularly critical of the federal government's decision to introduce curbs on gas 
exports to ensure adequate domestic supply and bring prices down. "We have been asked to believe that the high domestic prices 
are the fault of the LNG exports," Santos chief Kevin Gallagher said, speaking at a Committee for the Economic Development of 
Australia event. "At the same time, states and territory governments have ... banned or restricted gas exploration and production. 
"Government interference in these arrangements is reactive politics and squarely raises the issue of sovereign risk." The Australian 
Domestic Gas Security mechanism will give the federal government the power to impose export controls on companies when there 
is a shortfall of domestic market supply. Its introduction follows warnings by the Australian Energy Market Operator of looming gas 
and electricity shortages on the east coast. Santos has been accused of contributing to the situation, relying on third-party supplies 
to fill export shipments at its giant Gladstone LNG project in Queensland. Domestic gas reservation was a legitimate policy 
objective to secure supply for domestic use in times of shortage, Mr Gallagher said, but he urged the government not to apply this 
retrospectively to already committed long-term offtake agreements. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zt948333720 

Also displayed in the Courier Mail and Adelaide Advertiser 

 

 
New SA wind farm to power 80,000 homes 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 04/08/17, page 10 

 

Construction is starting on a $250 million wind farm in SA's Mid North with capacity to power 80,000 homes when operational from 
next year. The 119MW Willogoleche Wind Farm, 5km west of Hallett, is being built by ENGIE in Australia, operators of the gasfired 
Pelican Point power station in Adelaide's north-west. The wind farm will comprise 32 turbines each producing between 3.4MW and 
3.83MW. Preliminary construction work has begun, including adding a substation to feed into the national electricity market. 
Installation of the turbines is expected to start by the end of the year, ahead of completion in the middle of next year. The wind farm 
will not be equipped with battery storage. The project is underpinned by an agreement to supply ENGIE's retail business, Simply 
Energy, which has more than 80,000 customers in SA. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0qb948333726 

 

 
Can't handle the heat 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 04/08/17, Daniel Wills, page 1 

 

The Advertiser can reveal that the nine "state of the art" dual-fuel turbines that Premier Jay Weatherill has promised to have in 
place by December will lose about 25 per cent of their promised 276MW capacity in sweltering heat - exactly when they are most 
needed to stop forced blackouts. Mr Weatherill on Tuesday announced the turbines would be split between Holden's Elizabeth 
factory after the car industry shuts down, and adjacent to the mothballed Adelaide desalination plant. After running on diesel for 
two years, the turbines are expected to combine at a single unknown site and be flicked over to gas, becoming the promised state-
owned power station. This week, Mr Weatherill boasted he was delivering more power with this new off-the-shelf turbine plan than 
the 250MW that was first imagined in the energy policy he released in March. However, technical documents seen by The 
Advertiser show the maximum combined output from the GE TM2500 turbines collapses from 276MW to just 205MW on days of 
40C or more. The reduced capacity applies when the turbines run on diesel or gas. It is due to a phenomenon known as the "heat 
degradation curve", an in-built limitation of the technology. However, the Government insists that its generators will still provide 
enough power to help stave off the risk of more load-shedding, even when they are cut back to lower output levels. The forced 
blackouts endured by SA in February came on a day of 41C temperatures and in a prolonged heatwave. Official reports into the 
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event found that the blackouts followed a sharp drop in wind and solar power, and a privately owned gas station also remained 
turned off. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0qb948333728 

 

 
LNG export control: Santos, APA warn of sovereign risk 
The Australian, Other, 03/08/17, Matt Chambers 

 

Santos chief Kevin Gallagher and APA Group managing director Mick McCormack have called on the federal government not to go 
ahead with LNG export controls, which the pair say will increase sovereign risk concerns.  energy forum in Sydney yesterday, 
came with a blistering attack from Mr McCormack, who runs the dominant gas pipeline company, over what he said was a lack of 
political leadership on energy that had bred rash policy decisions and helped force gas prices higher. But it was not all doom and 
gloom, as has been the tone of most energy forums this year. Both gas bosses said measures enacted by the industry since -
Malcolm Turnbull called a crisis meeting with industry in March had had the effect of driving down prices. Part of the outcome of 
those meetings, along with Australian Competition & Consumer Commission monitoring, was the Australian Domestic Gas Security 
Mechanism, which targets the Santos-led Gladstone LNG project as the only one of three Queensland plants that draws gas from 
domestic markets. Under the ADGSM, acting Resources Minister Barnaby Joyce has to decide whether there is a shortage of 
reasonably priced east coast gas and whether to restrict GLNG. Mr Gallagher said the threat of the mechanism was worrying -
customers of GLNG, which sells all its LNG into long-term international contracts. “If we start threatening long-term offtake 
agreements, my concern is that will raise sovereign risk concerns with international buyers,” he said, adding the nation still had a 
lot of LNG to contract. “We have always enjoyed the benefits of being viewed as low sovereign risk, which has built a premium into 
our LNG prices because of security and supply and dependency. If we threaten that, it could threaten future investment in 
Australia.” 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/03/73864786-05b7-4952-b1a9-35f732ff9a2c.html 

 

 
It All Adds up Podcast: Bill shock explained. The three things driving up electricity prices 
WA Today, Other, 03/08/17, Matt Wade and Jessica Irvine 

 

Few subjects stir consumer passions like rising electricity bills. With power prices more than doubling after inflation over the past 
10 years, that's hardly surprising. In this week's episode of the Fairfax podcast, It All Adds Up, the team dissects what has caused 
the surge in electricity costs. Hosts Jessica Irvine and Matt Wade are joined by two of Australia's leading commentators – 
economics editor of The Sydney Morning Herald, Ross Gittins, and economics editor of The Age, Peter Martin – to investigate. 
They identify three components of electricity bills - all of which have put upward pressure on prices: An unfortunate combination of 
ageing power stations, poor government decisions and doubts over the future of climate change policy has created great 
uncertainly in Australia's power generation sector. Peter Martin explains how the soaring price of gas has been an important factor 
in rising electricity costs recently, even though gas-fired generators only supply about 10 per cent of Australia's electricity 
generation. That might sound insignificant but, as Martin points out, sometimes small things "can make all the difference". The 
removal of supply due to the recent retirement of several old coal-fired generators has also been blamed for pushing up wholesale 
electricity prices. In a speech last month Rod Sims, the chair of consumer watch dog the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission, said the loosening by government of the regulation of the poles and wires monopolies has been a factor in rising 
costs to consumers. "This was done largely to maintain or boost government revenues, with no or little concern as to affordability," 
he said. Unnecessary changes to network reliability standards, especially in NSW and Queensland, "have also seen costs rise to 
consumers," said Sims. 

 

Read Item: http://www.watoday.com.au/business/the-economy/it-all-adds-up-podcast-bill-shock-explained-the-three-
things-driving-up-electricity-prices-20170803-gxomgr.html 

 

 
Hydro Tasmania envisages future where state has cheapest power prices 
Tasmanian Examiner, Other, 03/08/17, Rob Inglis 

 

Hydro Tasmania has outlined its plan to not only make Tasmania the battery of the nation, but also the state with the best 
electricity prices in the country. When Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull visited Tasmania earlier in 2017, he said he thought 
Tasmania had the potential to become “the battery of the nation”. And at the Tasmanian Minerals and Energy Council’s annual 
conference in Hobart, Hydro Tasmania chief executive Steve Davy flagged the government-owned company’s intentions to further 
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that vision. He said Hydro was imagining a future in which Tasmania produced 20,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year, 
rather than 10,000. “That would need a lot of transmission augmentation, a lot of new interconnection, about 3000 megawatts of 
wind installed in Tasmania,” Mr Davy said. He stressed that these developments would come from other investors, rather than 
Hydro itself. But Mr Davy noted that such developments would allow the company to pursue pumped hydro intiatives, which would 
assist in achieving Hydro’s vision for a more energy-productive Tasmania.  “If you think about what Tasmania would be like in 20 
years time or 30 years time, once all that development has taken place, that would mean that we’d have been through a period of a 
couple of decades of enormous investment in Tasmania,” he said. “We’d also be in a situation where, because we are a net 
exporter of electricity, our prices and our reliability would be the best in the country.” Negotiations for a new gas supply contract 
between Hydro and the Tasmanian Gas Pipeline have recently hit a snag. 

 

Read Item: http://www.examiner.com.au/story/4832306/hydros-energy-future-vision/ 

Also displayed on The Advocate website 

 

 
Energy execs blame govt for poor policy 
World News Australia, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

The CEOs of energy giant Santos and pipeline major APA Group say a lack of proper policy for the energy sector is to blame for 
high prices. In particular, they have slammed the federal government's recent decision to introduce curbs on gas exports to ensure 
adequate domestic supply and bring prices down. Speaking at a Committee for the Economic Development of Australia (CEDA) 
event, Santos chief executive Kevin Gallagher urged Canberra to come up with proper policy for the energy sector. "We have been 
asked to believe that the high domestic prices are the fault of the LNG exports," he said. "At the same time, states and territory 
governments have either banned or restricted gas exploration and production. "Government interference in these arrangements is 
reactive politics and squarely raises the issue of sovereign risk." The Australian Domestic Gas Security mechanism will give the 
federal government the power to impose export controls on companies when there is a shortfall of gas supply in the domestic 
market. Its introduction follows warnings by the Australian Energy Market Operator of domestic gas and electricity shortages on the 
east coast within the next few years. Santos has been accused of contributing to the tight gas supply situation, given its reliance on 
third-party supplies to fill up export shipments at its giant Gladstone LNG project in Queensland. Domestic gas reservation is a 
legitimate policy objective to secure supply for domestic use in times of shortage, Mr Gallagher said, but he urged the government 
not to apply this retrospectively to already committed long term offtake agreements. 

 

Read Item: http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/08/03/energy-execs-blame-govt-poor-policy 

 

Is Australia Facing a Household Energy Poverty Crisis? 
Sourceable, Other, 03/08/17, Andrew Heaton 

 

So came the warning from Liberal MP and chairman of the Coalition's backbench energy and environment committee Craig Kelly 
on the ABC's AM program in early July. During that interview, Kelly raised concerns that souring power prices would mean that 
many households were unable to adequately heat their homes. "People will die," he told the program. "We've seen reports only 
recently that one-in-four Australian households this winter will be frightened to turn the heater on because of the price of 
electricity.” "We also know that the World Health Organisation has made it very clear that you increase winter mortality, that is you 
have more people dying in winter, if they cannot afford to heat their home." Kelly’s warning sounds dramatic, but the fact that 
household energy prices are on the rise cannot be denied. In a recent analysis, Australian National University researcher and 
energy policy expert Dr Hugh Sadler analysed both the energy component of the consumer price index and data from the 
Australian Energy Markets Commission. According to his analysis, retail energy prices in Queensland have roughly doubled in over 
the past ten years from around 15 cents per kWh (June 2013 dollars) in 2007 to around 30 cents per kWh today. Over that time, 
costs in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia have risen from just over 15 cents to around 28 cents per kWh whilst those 
in South Australia have risen from just over 20 cents to almost 35 cents per kWh. On an inflation adjusted basis, data from the 
Australian Energy Regulator (AER) indicates that prices for electricity and gas have risen around 65 and 70 percent apiece 
(national average) over the past decade. Though these vary across providers and states, average annual household bills now sit at 
just over $2,000 for electricity and around $1,000 for gas. Partly as a result, disconnection rates have risen – through they have 
eased back over the past year or two. Over the five-year period spanning 2010/11 to 2015/16, disconnection rates for electricity 
due to non-payment of bills have risen in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia from 0.6 percent, just under 0.8 percent 
and 1.0 percent to 1.0 percent, 1.3 percent and 1.4 percent respectively. Those for gas have risen from 0.6 percent to 1.1 percent 
in both Victoria and South Australia over the same period. All up, annual bills for low income households amount to between three 
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and six percent of disposable income in the case of electricity (varying according to state) and between two and five percent in the 
case of gas. 

 

Read Item: https://sourceable.net/is-australia-facing-a-household-energy-poverty-crisis/ 

 
 
 

Southern Cross ACT, Nine News Canberra, 03/08/17, Vanessa O’Hanlon, Researchers at ANU are mapping out numerous 
possible hydro storage sites across Australia. They could help support ACT's renewable energy targets. The PM hailed the Snowy 
Hydro expansion as the answer to more reliable power. Shane Rattenbury, ACT Climate Change Minister, has welcomed the 
research. Tesla swooped in with a solution to SA's energy woes. Andrew Blakers, ANU Engineering professor, says its capabilities 
are dwarfed by their research. The largest hydro site has 1000 times the capacity of the lithium ion battery. 

 
 
 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 
 

Triple the gold reserves under Northern Star's 10-year plan 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 04/08/17, Tess Ingram, page 20 

 

Northern Star Resources executive chairman Bill Beament says he hopes the gold miner's new 10-year production plan will 'well 
and truly put to bed' persistent concerns in the market about the company's mine life. The gold miner unveiled on Thursday a 
tripling of gold reserves across its land holding, which will result in higher annual production and longer lives for its assets. 
Northern Star mapped out a 10-year production plan to help give the market more confidence in the sustainability of its asset base, 
amid ongoing concerns from analysts about a lack of long-term visibility. Driven by increased production from its two key 
operations, Kalgoorlie and Jundee, Northern Star plans to increase production from 525,000 to 575,000 ounces of gold this 
financial year to 550,000 to 600,000 ounces in fiscal 2019 and 575,000 tp 625,000 ounces from 2020 onwards. The miner said this 
could increase to more than 700,000 ounces a year, if it had exploration success at its third operation, Paulsens, and pushed 
ahead with the development of its Central Tanami project in the Northern Territory from about 2021. "I think our shareholders got 
over our mine-life issue 12 to 18 months ago but this now to me is the final piece for the wider investment community," Mr Beament 
told The Australian Financial Review. "This well and truly puts it to bed." The dramatic increase in reserves has been driven by 
Northern Star's focus on exploration around its existing assets over the past three years. A $150 million spend in that time has 
delivered the miner an additional 4 million ounces of gold reserves at a cost of $37 an ounce and 7 million ounces of resources at a 
cost of $21 an ounce. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0qb948333730 

 

 
Brandis urged to help speed up oil-spill class action 
Age, General News, 04/08/17, Jewel Topsfield, page 5 

 

One of Indonesia's most senior ministers has called on Attorney-General George Brandis to help speed up a class action on behalf 
of thousands of seaweed farmers who claim their crops were devastated by a 2009 oil spill. More than 13,000 seaweed farmers 
from East Nusa Tenggara, one of the poorest regions in Indonesia, launched a $200 million class action against PTTEP 
Australasia in the Federal Court in Sydney last August. Maritime Coordinating Minister Luhut Pandjaitan told reporters he 
understood the class action, which is being run by Maurice Blackburn Lawyers, was taking place right now in Sydney. "I just tried to 
reach George Brandis to ask their support in order to speed up this process," he said. "It's been ... nearly eight years. It's too long." 
Following an explosion on August 21, 2009, the Montara rig spewed oil and gas into the Timor Sea in Australian waters 250 
kilometres from Rote Island in Indonesia for more than 70 days. Farmers and fishermen say the spill destroyed seaweed - a 
lucrative crop exported for use in agar, a cooking ingredient - and killed fish supplies. The Indonesian government will also launch 
a $US2 billion ($2.5 billion) lawsuit against PTTEP Australasia, which is based in Perth, its parent company Thai state-owned oil 
company PTTEP and another subsidiary in the Central Jakarta District Court on August 23. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0uq948333732 

 

 
Embattled coal mine debt at $4 billion mark 
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Courier Mail, Business News, 04/08/17, John McCarthy, page 35 

 

Caledon Coal's liquidators say the Queensland company owed about $4 billion when it was put into liquidation. Caledon operated 
Cook Colliery, near Blackwater in central Queensland, which has been closed since its longwall flooded earlier this year. The 
group, owned by Chinese-state entity Guangdong Rising Asset Management (GRAM), was placed into administration earlier this 
year, with a creditors report finding it owed its employees $22 million and Wiggins Island Coal Export Terminal (WICET) more than 
$24 million. Its stake in WICET is valued at about $81 million. About 200 workers at Cook Colliery have lost their jobs. The 
potential value recovered for plant and equipment will depend on the outcome of the sale process, which is ongoing and subject to 
discussions with interested parties, Glencore and the Bank of China. Most of the plant and equipment is owned by Caledon Coal 
and subject to security in favour of Bank of China. PPB Advisory is negotiating with potential buyers, but to date have been 
unsuccessful, with eight "highly conditional" offers made. The July 20 creditors report said there was interest from Glencore for the 
Cook Colliery mining sublease. GRAM bought Caledon for more than $400 million in 2011 and the collapse of the company comes 
as coal prices are showing strong signs. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0uq948333734 

 

 
What a load of rubbish 
Herald Sun, General News, 04/08/17, Mark Buttler and Andrea Hamblin, page 11 

 

Rogue rubbish dumpers are turning vast swathes of suburban land into garbage tips. Herald Sun photos of a block in Ardeer show 
a soccer field-sized expanse of refuse, in which discarded mattresses, furniture, a wading pool and milk crates are strewn about. 
The Environment Protection Authority issued bin-hire firm Dirty Harry's a clean-up notice for the Ardeer site in December 2015, but 
nothing has been done. The site's owner, Bill Patten, said the debris, close to a waterway, included asbestos. The EPA - which has 
inspected nearly 350 illegal dumps in the past two years said it was aware of claims Dirty Harry's may be associated with illegal 
rubbish disposal at Ardeer, Heidelberg West, Diggers Rest, Dallas, and Campbellfield sites. Figures show 350,000 tonnes of scrap 
- enough to fill 140 Olympic swimming pools - are illegally dumped in Victoria every year. Some dumpers rent warehouses or land, 
fill them with waste, then walk off. Dumps blight many areas, especially in Hume, Brimbank, Wyndham, Manningham, and parks 
and farms in regions including Geelong and Mildura. Brimbank council, where Mr Patten's site is, spent $700,000 cleaning up 
illegally dumped rubbish in the past financial year and runs out-ofhours anti-dumping patrols. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0uq948333736 

 

 
North-West fish backed 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 04/08/17, Blair Richards, page 7 

 

The Mayor of Circular Head has welcomed the potential for aquaculture to expand into the region, as the Government moves to 
extend fish farms into new coastal waters. The State Government has announced a new 'grow zone' around Circular Head and 
King Island under the soon-to-be released Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan. Petuna Aquaculture has expressed interest 
in expanding in the North-West and has been granted an environmental monitoring permit. Circular Head Mayor Daryl Quilliam 
said Petuna's interest was great news for the region, which is set to lose more than 100 jobs when the Edith Creek milk-processing 
factory closes. Cr Quilliam said he understood fish farming could create about 50 jobs. "This is great news for Circular Head," he 
said. "Circular Head has always been proactive when it comes to being open to investment in our area." Although Tassal's plan to 
expand fish farming to the East Coast has been met with opposition, Cr Quilliam said he did not foresee similar conflict in Circular 
Head. "I don't believe it will be a problem at all. "It is going to have to go through a rigorous process," he said. Labor primary 
industries spokesman Shane Broad said Labor would welcome the expansion of fish farming into the far North-West. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0uq948333738 

 

 
WA aquaculture zone off Geraldton given environmental approval 
ABC Online, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

Western Australia's second large-scale aquaculture zone, which is set to create up to 1,400 jobs, has received environmental 
approval from the State Government. The 3,000ha aquaculture development zone, within the archipelago of the Abrolhos Islands 
off the coast of Geraldton, follows the establishment of yellowtail farming in the area. Floating sea cages will be used to grow 
marine finfish such as pink snapper, which occur naturally in  in what the Government has described as strict 
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environmental conditions. Fisheries Minister Dave Kelly said he expected the zone, which would be formally opened next month, 
would reduce red tape for operators entering the industry. "One of the key aspects of the Government putting in a development 
zone is there's already environmental approvals," he said. "So someone who comes in, sticks their hand up and applies for a 
licence in this zone, they'll be able to do it knowing there's already an environmental approval for this area. "That's one piece of the 
regulatory jigsaw they won't have to comply with." The zone is set to be monitored by Fisheries through the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development, with set limits on tonnes of fish to be cultured and stocking densities. Indian Ocean Fresh 
Australia has been commercially farming yellowtail kingfish in the waters off Geraldton for more than a year. The company had 
spent almost a decade working with the Mid West Development Commission to determine the commercial viability of the area. 
 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-03/wa-aquaculture-zone-gets-environmental-approval/8772272 

 

 
'Not a beer tab': Treasurer Scott Morrison turns off the tap on $339m funding for Oakajee port 
ABC Online, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

The Federal Government has rejected a call to provide Western Australia with more than $300 million that has been sitting 
dormant for almost a decade after being set aside for the failed Oakajee port and rail project. WA Treasurer Ben Wyatt wrote to 
both his federal counterpart Scott Morrison and Infrastructure and Transport Minister Darren Chester last month requesting the 
cash be reinvested elsewhere in WA, specifically in another port project. "The point I made in the letter is there is a range of 
different opportunities that it could be used for," Mr Wyatt said. "Projects such as berth three at Port Hedland, dredging at Lumsden 
Point, potentially for the Fremantle outer harbour and Broome Port also has some infrastructure requirements." In 2009, the Rudd 
government approved federal funding for the $4 billion Oakajee port and rail project which, if successful, would have formed the 
hub of a new iron ore district 25 kilometres north of Geraldton. Since then, the Federal Government has kept the $339 million 
allocated for the project aside, with the money forming part of its $75 billion record infrastructure spend between now and 2020-21. 
That is despite the project never making it beyond planning. Mr Wyatt raised the topic when he met Mr Morrison in Perth this week. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-03/morrison-rejects-call-for-oakajee-funding-to-be-reinvested-in-
wa/8770882 

 

 
NSWCA finds planning approval for mine extension invalid 
timebase.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

An environmental group has successfully challenged the NSW Government's approval of an extension of underground coal mining 
operations at the Springvale Mine. In 4nature Incorporated v Centennial Springvale Pty Ltd [2017] NSWCA 191, the New South 
Wales Court of Appeal overturned an earlier decision by the Land and Environment Court which had found the approval process to 
be valid.  The NSW Court of Appeal will now hear further submissions before making orders about whether or not to close the 
mine, or take other action. A spokesman for the 4nature environmental organisation told ABC News: “It's very good for people in 
Sydney because it's protecting drinking water and protecting the national park… There was an enormous amount of mine 
wastewater going into the Cox's River and hopefully that will be reduced or stopped all together."  spokesperson for Centennial 
Coal, who operate the mine, said the decision was disappointing: “Although we were hoping for the best, we had planned for the 
worst… We have a number of strategies in place to ensure that we can continue operating the mine.  This is really important 
because Springvale Mine employs over 300 local people in the Lithgow community.” 

 

Read Item: http://www.timebase.com.au/news/2017/AT04333-article.html 

 

 
Alan Moran: Green activism is putting our nation in the red 
Adelaide Now, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

Radical groups demonise specific goods and services, causing them to be banned or imposing increased costs on buyers and 
sellers. The instigators of this activity describe each new ban or cost imposition as having only minor effects. Indeed in some 
cases, like preventing the use of cheap fossil fuels, embargos are sold as bringing economy-wide cost savings. The immediate 
targets of these green campaigns are modern agriculture, use of water, energy and mining but everybody loses from them. A 
recent focus of green activism is plastic bags. These are opposed on the grounds that they are a component of litter and because 
they are made from fossil fuels, the current No.1 one bogeyman. With regard to litter, plastic bags contribute only 3 per cent of the 
total stream, and littering, itself, is far more a factor of general civic pride and consideration of others. But it is the public pillorying 
of fossil fuels that provides the main driver in the plastic bag banning campaign. State governments in South Australia and 
Queensland have already banned the products. Disturbingly, Coles and Woolies have also announced a phase-out. That they did 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



so simultaneously looks like collusion, a matter that would normally be the subject of an investigation from the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission but, as in so many other theatres, environmental excuses override the law. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/adelaidenow.com.au/2017/08/03/15840c64-2497-4648-ad91-3dc9ef148d41.html 

 

 
Action taken over WA gas site 'bullying' 
9News.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

The major contractor at Chevron's massive Wheatstone gas project in WA's north says it has taken action after more than 250 
workers signed a petition alleging serious workplace bullying. The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union says a worksite 
manager for US engineering giant Bechtel used profanity and bullying tactics when speaking to employees last month, including 
referring to workers as "rats" and "no better than paedophiles". "Bechtel takes all matters of this nature very seriously. On this 
particular occasion, a thorough investigation was conducted and appropriate action has been taken," the company said in an 
emailed statement. 

 

Read Item: http://www.9news.com.au/national/2017/08/03/12/01/action-taken-over-wa-gas-site-bullying 

 
 
 

ABC Southern Queensland, Qld Country Hour, 03/08/17, Kallee Buchanan, Pre-recorded Interview with Associate Professor 
Wayne Knibb, University of the Sunshine Coast. Buchanan says the Federal Department of Agriculture and Water Resources is 
reviewing the testing regime for imported prawn products. She explains it was in response to warnings from the Queensland 
academic.  Knibb says they are concerned about the risk of a living virus to pass into Australia. He says they want mechanisms 
that will protect their industry from the threat of invasive species. Buchanan says the department doesn't consider highly processed 
prawn products to be enough of a risk to be tested at the border. She reads the department's statement, saying while the products 
may test positive for white spot syndrome virus, they are unlikely to be diverted to bait or aquaculture feed. She says all uncooked 
prawns, marinated prawns, and Australian prawns processed overseas through a non-approved supply chain are required to be 
tested pre-export and on arrival. 

 
 
 
Great Barrier Reef 
 
 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 03/08/17, Ashleigh Gillon, Continuing Interview with Andrew Bartlett, Green Party Member and 
Former Democrats Leader. Gillon asks Bartlett when he thinks the State Elections in Queensland will be called and the likely 
chance of the Greens picking up more seats especially with the Adani coal mine issue. Bartlett says that they are confident they 
could win one to three State seats. He says Adani is a huge issue as it threatens the Great Barrier Reef. He mentions the 
economic and social harm Clive Palmer did in Townsville. He says there are better alternatives of Adani to more jobs. He mentions 
a package that would reduce energy prices by reversing the privatisation of generators by previous Labor and Liberal governments 
which will deliver 5000 jobs per year in the construction, maintenance and storage for renewable energy. He says that similar to 
the WA Nationals, they have a package that would ensure that coal companies and miners that are pulling out of gas in 
Queensland farmlands would pay royalties. He says that he would emphasise the Greens as a party and their movement for social 
change and not any individual including him or Larissa Waters. 

Also prospected for Environmental Standards Division  

 
 
 
Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 
 
 

Hundreds protest coal seam gas in state's capital 
NBN News, Other, 03/08/17, Amelia Bernasconi 

 

[Video] Farmers took to the state's capital today in protest of coal seam gas plans for the North West. More than 200 people 
gathered in Sydney, in opposition of the proposed 850 well Narrabri Gas Project in the Pillaga forest. Organisers say the protest is 
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backed by research that says CSG is a major contributor to climate change, and is unnecessary in the transition towards 
renewable energy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.nbnnews.com.au/2017/08/03/hundreds-protest-coal-seam-gas-in-states-capital/ 

 

 
Narrabri coal seam gas project protested in Sydney 
Northern Daily Leader, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

North West Farmers and the Gamilaraay people joined Sydneysiders to protest the Santos Narrabri coal seam gas project and its 
associated APA pipeline on Thursday. More than a hundred people gathered outside a forum hosted by the Committee for 
Economic Development Australia, where Santos CEO Kevin Gallagher spoke about the role gas will play in meeting Australia’s 
energy demands. Mr Gallagher said had Santos been able to develop the Narrabri project in a suitable timeframe “we would not be 
talking about an east coast gas crisis today”. “As we have seen on our doorstep today, activism against gas development is strong 
in Australia and governments have demonstrated a marked reluctance to expose themselves to the backlash associated with 
fracking or natural gas extracted from coal seams,” he said. “This is despite scientific research consistently proving that this type of 
development can go ahead safely with appropriate regulation. “Santos has spent nearly 10 years and over a billion dollars trying to 
develop Narrabri in the face of significant opposition. Despite the challenges, Santos is still committed to the Narrabri project.” 
Farmer Anne Kennedy said her shire of Coonamble, located on the edge of the Pilliga forest, was under threat from groundwater 
depletion and the planned gas pipeline. “Our shire is over 96 per cent opposed to CSG – we will not let gas pipelines go through 
our properties and we will come together and blockade if it comes to it,” she said.  Gamilaraay woman Vanessa Hickey travelled 
eight hours to be at the protest and said her ancestral country was under threat from the planned gasfield. “Gamilaraay people 
have not given consent for coal seam gas in our sacred Pilliga forest,” Ms Hickey said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.northerndailyleader.com.au/story/4831366/hundreds-protest-narrabri-gas-project-in-sydney/ 

 

 
'Frack off Santos!'- anti-CSG protestors converge in Sydney 
huffingtonpost.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

[Video] Anti-CSG protestors gathered outside a $300 a head lunch in Sydney, where Santos CEO Kevin Gallagher was the 
keynote speaker.  

Read Item: http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/08/03/frack-off-santos-anti-csg-protestors-converge-in-
sydney a 23062515/ 

 

 
Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
Heritage 
 
 

Burrup faces heritage list hurdles 
West Australian, Other, 03/08/17, Hearson Cove 

 

The push to World Heritage list the Burrup Peninsula has been backed by major industry operating in the area, but a listing is 
unlikely in the near future as the bid faces several hurdles. After matching the former government’s election commitment to World 
Heritage list the peninsula, the Labor Government is now waiting to get all the ducks in a row before submitting a bid. Acting 
Environment Minister David Templeman said Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation was yet to formalise its position on any potential bid. 
“Once it does, the State Government will be in a position to progress the nomination to the Commonwealth Government,” he said. 
“To comply with UNESCO’s guidelines, the potential nomination of the Burrup Peninsula would then need to be progressed onto 
the World Heritage Tentative List by the Commonwealth Government. A potential nomination must be on the list for at least 12 
months before a formal submission can be made.” Mr Templeman said this would be followed by further consultation between the 
State and Federal Governments before submitting a nomination. Adding further complications to the heritage bid is the delayed 
report from an inquiry into protection of Aboriginal rock art on the Burrup Peninsula. Findings were due in March, but have been 
pushed back several times and are now not expected until October, assuming no further delays. Woodside corporate and legal 
senior vice-president Mike Abbott said Woodside would sup d Heritage push by the traditional owners. “We are a key 
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stakeholder here and we recognise the importance of the area,” he said. “It is certainly not something we would be advocating 
against, but it needs to be driven from the people here as well.” Rio Tinto communities and communications general manager 
Linda Dawson said World Heritage listing was on the agenda. “We would certainly be getting behind that if it is the sort of 
recognition they would like to see,” she said. Pilbara MLA Kevin Michel said he would love to see the area recognised for its World 
Heritage values. “We are waiting for the inquiry to come out then I am going to meet up with the Aboriginal Affairs Minister and 
hopefully we can make a concerted decision to move forward,” he said. 

 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/pilbara-news/burrup-faces-heritage-list-hurdles-ng-b88545894z 

 
 
 
Marine 

 
New Centre enables largest marine research capability in the Indian Ocean rim 
getstem.com.au, Other, 03/08/17, None 

 

Western Australia and the Nation are set to become a global leader in marine and ocean research with the opening of a new multi-
million dollar research centre at The University of Western Australia. The Indian Ocean Marine Research Centre (IOMRC), which is 
home to the largest cohort of marine researchers in Australia, was opened by the Federal Education and Training Minister Simon 
Birmingham. The centre brings together more than 300 marine scientists across a variety of disciplines who will collaborate to 
increase knowledge in areas such as biodiversity, commercial and recreational fishing, tourism, indigenous engagement climate 
change, oceanography, sustainable use of marine resources and the conservation of marine life and ecosystems. UWA Director of 
the Oceans Institute Professor Erika Techera said the Centre was made possible by a jointly supported and funded collaboration of 
leading marine research organisations including The Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS), The Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), the Western Australian Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development and The University of Western Australia. “This new building is a game changer in the way oceans and marine 
research is undertaken in Australia. With a vision to drive global knowledge of the Indian Ocean, the collaborating partners are 
determined to make significant advancements in marine research,” Professor Techera said. The $62 million six-story IOMRC 
facility includes laboratories for researchers, technicians and students, as well as hi-tech workspaces, all designed and constructed 
to high-level contemporary sustainability principles to maximise the building’s life and life cycle costs. UWA Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Dawn Freshwater said the IOMRC facility would help advance UWA’s world-class marine research by providing a 
collaborative environment where researchers and students could learn and contribute to Australia’s marine future. “The Indian 
Ocean is the third largest of the world’s five oceans yet one of the least explored marine environments,” Professor Freshwater said. 
“This is why research into its effective management, sustainability and the conservation of marine resources is so important. 

 

Read Item: http://getstem.com.au/new-centre-enables-largest-marine-research-capability-indian-ocean-rim/ 
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From:  on behalf of BoM Media
Sent: Thursday, 3 August 2017 2:58 PM
To: Jen Hunt
Cc: BoM Media; Raveena Carroll-Kenney
Subject: FW: Thredbo weather gear [sec=unclassified] [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Jen,  

Thanks for your enquiry. 

The Bureau has released a statement on our website regarding our temperature observations. You can read it here: 
http://media.bom.gov.au/releases/374/bureau-of-meteorology-statement-on-temperature-observations/. 

As we won't be making commentary while the review is under way, we respectfully decline the request in this 
instance.  

Thanks, 

From @abc.net.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 12:51 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Thredbo weather gear 

Dear 

Further to my phone message, hoping that there is Bureau representative who can talk through just what 
equipment is used for weather monitoring at locations like Thredbo and the challenges experienced this year? 

We’d be keen to do this live to air @ 0845 tomorrow, Wed 2/8, if at all possible. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
Kind regards, 

  M
m    m  

B

Producer, ABC South East NSW  

P  
X  abc.net.au/southeastnsw 

E @abc.net.au
F 

 M m   m 
m

-
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Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
 
The information contained in this email and any attachment is confidential and may contain legally 
privileged or copyright material. It is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). If you are not the 
intended recipient of this email, you are not permitted to disseminate, distribute or copy this email or any 
attachments. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete 
this email from your system. The ABC does not represent or warrant that this transmission is secure or 
virus free. Before opening any attachment you should check for viruses. The ABC's liability is limited to 
resupplying any email and attachments. 
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From:
Sent: Thursday, 3 August 2017 2:39 PM
To:
Cc: BoM Media
Subject: Fw: Thredbo weather gear [sec=unclassified]

Hi 

I've received the following interview request from ABC South East NSW. They're still keen to go ahead. 

Do you want to take care of this one? 

Cheers, 

From: @abc.net.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2017 12:51 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Thredbo weather gear 

Dear 

Further to my phone message, hoping that there is Bureau representative who can talk through just what 
equipment is used for weather monitoring at locations like Thredbo and the challenges experienced this year? 

We’d be keen to do this live to air @ 0845 tomorrow, Wed 2/8, if at all possible. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
Kind regards, 

  M
m    m  

B

Producer, ABC South East NSW  

P  
X  abc.net.au/southeastnsw 

E abc.net.au 
F 

 M m   m 
m

- 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

The information contained in this email and any attachment is confidential and may contain legally 
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privileged or copyright material. It is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). If you are not the 
intended recipient of this email, you are not permitted to disseminate, distribute or copy this email or any 
attachments. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete 
this email from your system. The ABC does not represent or warrant that this transmission is secure or 
virus free. Before opening any attachment you should check for viruses. The ABC's liability is limited to 
resupplying any email and attachments. 
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That early morning observation by Pigeon has forced BoM to admit shortcomings at an 
undisclosed number of cold weather locations within the automatic weather station 
network. 

A complete review is being undertaken of the network equipment and BoM’s 
temperature data handling. It is the biggest public scandal for BoM since furious debate 
was sparked three years ago over its treatment of historic and contemporary temperature 
records to compile its new homogenised national temperature data series known as 
ACORN-SAT. 

For an agency that screams from the rooftops every time the mercury nudges to the 
slightest record high, losing a half a degree Celsius here and there at the lower 
extremities is a pretty poor look. 

It has led again to claims that ideology has gotten the better of good scientific practice. 

The bureau’s chief executive, Andrew Johnson, is adamant the bureau has not been 
tampering with the lower temperature record. But the Pidgeon affair, which moved past 
Goulburn to also raise questions about the Snowy Mountains thermometer at Thredbo 
Top and also Tasmania, has left BoM open to claims it is working to ensure the dominant 
narrative of rising temperatures due to climate change remains intact. 

In a statement, the bureau says it “holds the integrity of our weather observations and 
climate data to the highest possible standards”. 

“The bureau rejects allegations aired in some media outlets that it has sought to tamper 
with temperature data,” BoM says. 

Johnson says BoM is also replacing as a priority hardware in four locations other than 
Goulburn and Thredbo Top. They are Tuggeranong in the ACT, Butlers Gorge and 
Fingal in Tasmania and Mount Baw Baw in Victoria where the climate record indicates it 
might be reasonably expected to reach below minus 10C. 

  
  
 

M  
 

 
m  

  
  
m   

William Kininmonth, a former head of BoM’s National Climate Centre, says he is 
puzzled that after decades of service the bureau now claims the automatic stations are not 
fit for purpose at some cold weather locations. 

“My understanding is a lot of testing was done before the automatic weather stations 
were installed in all different sorts of conditions,” Kininmonth says. 

“Why this is happening now, unless they have changed their manufacturers who they get 
them from, I don’t know. 

“I would have thought minus 10 would have been well within their scope. They take 
automatic weather stations down to Macquarie Island and Antarctica, I can’t understand 
this at all. 
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“It seems to me they have some sort of automatic collection system in the computer; once 
the data comes in, they check on it then. I don’t know why they would be doing that at 
that stage.” 

BoM strongly rejects any suggestion of manipulation. 

Nonetheless, the handling of temperature data is a red-hot issue with claims and 
counterclaims dogging the world’s premier meteorological agencies including the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and NASA in the US, and Britain’s 
Met Office. 

Reports of the latest controversy at BoM have quickly and widely circulated around the 
world. 

But for now BoM has escaped a full independent evaluation of its temperature data 
handling. The bureau will conduct an in-house review with assistance from at least two 
outside participants. 

BoM narrowly escaped a forensic audit of its temperature handling methods for its 
national temperature data set ACORN-SAT after concerns were raised. Anomalies 
highlighted at the time included missing data and changes to temperature trends at some 
stations and areas from cooling to warming after homogenisation in 2014. 

Documents released under freedom of information reveal former prime minister Tony 
Abbott’s department had canvassed using a taskforce to carry out “due diligence” on 
BoM’s climate records at the time. 

But the push was defeated by then environment minister Greg Hunt, who sought to 
protect the reputation and integrity of the institution. “It is important to note that public 
trust in the bureau’s data and forecasts, particularly as they relate to bushfires and -
cyclones, is paramount,” Hunt wrote at the time. 

In the context of the latest BoM controversy, Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg 
says: “Public confidence must be maintained in the integrity and effectiveness of data 
collection and quality control of data observations.” 

But he has stopped short of demanding an independent, public inquiry, insisting instead 
on independent outside participation in BoM’s in-house probe. 

What cannot be controlled is a small army of largely amateur enthusiasts such as Pidgeon 
who pore over the millions of lines of BoM’s temperature data made public by the high-
profile institution. Pidgeon, a freelance radio technician and citizen scientist, has found 
instances where thermometers accurate to a tenth of a degree were adjusted by as much 
as two degrees. Original cooling trends in temperature records were being revised to 
warming trends. 

There are vast areas of the nation where identical temperature readings have been 
recorded over long periods and places where the daily minimum temperature has 
exceeded the maximum, changes that defy logic. 
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Records of extremely hot days before the turn of the century have been erased, in one 
celebrated case simply because a diligent worker had taken the observation on a Sunday, 
which was outside of usual practice. 

Anecdotes and evidence of manipulation have fuelled a deep mistrust of BoM’s national 
data record among some people, as exists in other countries. 

But in-house reviews and expert panels have not produced a smoking gun. 

Hunt was able to head off a forensic examination of the bureau’s national data set with 
the appointment of a technical review panel that has taken a collegial rather than 
adversarial approach. 

The panel is headed by a former CSIRO official Ron Sandland, and includes people with 
expertise in statistics and data handling. Now in its third year, the panel has praised 
BoM’s methods and supported the necessity of homogenisation as a tool. 

In its first report, the panel concluded that ACORN-SAT was “a complex and well 
maintained dataset”. The forum also concluded “that there is scope for improvements that 
can boost the transparency of the dataset and increase its usefulness as a decision-making 
tool”. 

It called for greater transparency, more co-operation with statistical experts and a more 
open system to convey uncertainties inherent in the homogenised data set. A key 
recommendation was that the bureau seek to quantify the uncertainty for both raw and 
adjusted data for temperatures. 

It said prioritising the provision of explicit standard errors or confidence intervals should 
further inform the bureau’s understanding and reporting of trends in all temperature 
series. 

In its follow-up report last year, the forum welcomed progress made by BoM but 
repeated its call for greater emphasis on uncertainty. It recommended “targeted and active 
consultation with expert statisticians about the bureau’s work plan on understanding and 
communicating uncertainty”. 

“This work should recognise the disciplinary differences between meteorologists, 
climatologists and statisticians in describing and estimating uncertainty, with a view to 
optimising the bureau’s approach by adopting appropriate methods from each of these 
disciplines.” 

Contrary to BoM’s strident defence of ACORN-SAT, the main argument against the 
bureau is not whether homogenisation was justified. 

There is wide agreement that referencing temperature recording sites with surrounding 
areas is a valuable tool to build a wide area average. 

It is also logical for BoM to adjust individual site readings at its more than 600 sites in 
the automatic weather station network over time to compensate for factors such as 
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changes in recording equipment, relocation of the reading device or other material 
changes. 

The major concern has been the secrecy of BoM’s methods, the value judgments 
involved where changes are made without documented evidence of site changes or other 
factors, and the inability of those outside the bureau to replicate the adjustments. 

Concerns have also been raised when homogenised temperature trends have diverged 
sharply from the raw, observational data. 

In her introduction to the Institute of Public Affairs book Climate Change: The Facts 
2017, Jennifer Marohasy says it is generally stated that without homogenisation, 
temperature series are unintelligible. 

But, she says, this is disputed by research that clearly shows there is a very high degree of 
synchrony in all the maximum temperature series from Victoria beginning in January 
1856 and ending in December 2016. 

“The individual temperature series move in unison suggesting they are an accurate 
recording of climate variability and change,” Marohasy says of work undertaken with 
Jaco Vlok from the University of Tasmania. 

“But there is no long-term warming trend. There are however cycles of warming and 
cooling, with the warmest periods corresponding with times of drought,” Marohasy says. 

International climate change blogger Anthony Watts writes in the IPA book that the 
homogenisation process can be theoretically justified given the problems that exist in 
many datasets. 

However, he argues the way it is applied in the US creates an inflated long-term 
temperature trend that is significantly warmer than data from the subset of unperturbed 
weather stations. 

Watts says a solution would be to calculate temperature trends from stations that have a 
long record, no moves, no equipment changes, no time-of-observation changes, and 
remain free of nearby infrastructure encroachment. 

“Choosing only stations like this ensures that there is no need for adjustment of data, and 
that this data is representative of the true changes in the surface temperature over time,” 
he says. 

“Until the existing data quality problem is fixed, which has created an artificial warming 
bias, it is nonsense for the mass media to promote the idea of any year being the 
‘warmest year on record’ ”. 

For the future, sceptical blogger Jo Nova argues the national temperature record should 
be taken out of the hands of those with vested research interests. 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



The bureau has confirmed automatic weather stations at Tuggeranong in the ACT, 
Butlers Gorge and Fingal in Tasmania, and Mt Baw Baw in Victoria would also be -
replaced. The stations sit in areas where the climate record indicates it might reasonably 
be expected to reach below minus 10C. 

“It is important to note preliminary analysis has found no outages related to this issue at 
these sites,” a bureau statement said yesterday. 

Concerns were raised following the removal of very low temperature readings at at least 
two stations. 

 READ MORE 

 

  
  
 

M  
 

 
m  

  
  
m  

  
 Inquirer: BoM faces storm over inaccuracies 

The bureau said its systems were designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so 
they could be checked for veracity before being confirmed. 

After complaints were made, the bureau said it had identified that hardware at Thredbo 
and Goulburn was not fit for purpose, with outages occurring at temperatures below 
minus 10C. 

“Initial analysis indicates this has occurred on one day in Goulburn and on six days at 
Thredbo,” it said. 

“The hardware was replaced as a matter of urgency.” 

Bureau chief executive Andrew Johnson has established a review of the automatic 
weather station network, which has more than 600 recording stations around the nation. 

The panel for the review will include at least two experts from outside the bureau and the 
results will be made public. 

The former head of the bureau’s national climate centre, William Kininmonth, said the 
weather stations network problems were “puzzling”. 

“They take automatic weather stations down to Macquarie Island and Antarctica; I can’t 
understand this at all,” he said. 

Mr Kininmonth said it seemed there was an automatic collection system and that once 
data came in it was checked manually for what the bureau said was quality assurance. 

“I don’t know why they would be doing that at that stage,” Kininmonth said. 

He supported the use of bureau engineering staff to contribute to the review. 

“It is a pretty narrow field and the bureau is probably most experienced there,” Mr 
Kininmonth said. 

“To say you have got to have a totally independent review is to imply that the engineers 
and so forth within the bureau are acting dishonestly. 
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“I don’t think that is the case.” 

 

From: Katherine Philp 
Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2017 6:47 AM 
To: DIR; Rob Webb; BoM Media;  Neil Plummer; Anthony Rea; Jennifer Gale; Lesley Seebeck 
Subject: AWS  
  
Morning  
 
A more balanced story from  making use of our statement and talking to  

  
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/climate/more-bureau-of-meteorology-weather-
stations-put-on-ice/news-story/0412a1aa5ab48d588fa71df90763aba2 
 
Cheers 
Kath 
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Bush meteorologist Lance Pidgeon had hard evidence it was cold near Goulburn in the early hours of July 2 this year because his 
cold water pipes froze, bursting in the wall and breaking the toilet. To be certain, Pidgeon checked the Bureau of Meteorology 
website and saw the temperature had plunged to minus 10.4C. "But then I saw something truly bizarre," Pidgeon says. The 
temperature recording on BoM's website adjusted itself to minus 10C and then disappeared from view. That early morning 
observation by Pigeon has forced BoM to admit shortcomings at an undisclosed number of cold weather locations within the 
automatic weather station network. A complete review is being undertaken of the network equipment and BoM's temperature data 
handling. It is the biggest public scandal for BoM since furious debate was sparked three years ago over its treatment of historic 
and contemporary temperature records to compile its new homogenised national temperature data series known as ACORN-SAT. 
For an agency that screams from the rooftops every time the mercury nudges to the slightest record high, losing a half a degree 
Celsius here and there at the lower extremities is a pretty poor look. It has led again to claims that ideology has gotten the better of 
good scientific practice. The bureau's chief executive, Andrew Johnson, is adamant the bureau has not been tampering with the 
lower temperature record. But the Pidgeon affair, which moved past Goulburn to also raise questions about the Snowy Mountains 
thermometer at Thredbo Top and also Tasmania, has left BoM open to claims it is working to ensure the dominant narrative of 
rising temperatures due to climate change remains intact. […]  In the context of the latest BoM controversy, Environment Minister 
Josh Frydenberg says: "Public confidence must be maintained in the integrity and effectiveness of data collection and quality 
control of data observations." But he has stopped short of demanding an independent, public inquiry, insisting instead on 
independent outside participation in BoM's in-house probe. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mb947795976 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Climate Change 
 
 
 

More climate scientists urgently needed for Australia, academy says 
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 02/08/17, Peter Hannam 

 

Australia's climate research is in 'urgent' need of dozens more scientists to help prepare farmers, businesses and governments for 
the expected worsening effects of global warming, the Australian Academy of Science said. The academy's assessment, prompted 
by last year's decision by CSIRO to axe as many as 100 of 140 climate scientists, identified 77 extra research positions that should 
be created in the next four years. Australia now has about 419 climate researchers, or less than 1 per cent of the 50,000 in public 
science. The additional tally includes 15 staff announced by the Turnbull government last year for the CSIRO after a public outcry 
forced the agency's chief executive Larry Marshall to reverse most of the planned cuts. "Climate change is affecting and will affect 
every business and every bit of the environment in Australia," said Trevor McDougall, an academy fellow and professor at the 
University of NSW, who led the review. Professor McDougall cited uncertainty over how a warming climate will alter rainfall and 
evaporation in the Murray Darling Basin, the country's biggest food bowl. Only Australians would prioritise such a topic, he said: 
"That's an issue models in the northern hemisphere won't even look at." Australia's already highly variable climate – particularly for 
rainfall – made it critical for the economy and national security that the community understood how conditions were likely to change 
in the future. With much of the population living near the coast, those risks are also well worth knowing, the scientists said. 
[…]  Josh Frydenberg, the environment and energy minister, said the review would be "an important input" for the work of the 
government's National Climate Science Advisory Committee. 

 

Read Item: http://www.isentialink.com/?u=smh.com.au%2fenvironment%2fclimate-change%2fmore-climate-scientists-
urgently-needed-for-australia-academy-says-20170802-
gxnp6m.html&d=1501678800&s=b892a15c207e5db45a5d9f0b47dacdb7 

Also displayed on The Age, Canberra Times, WA Today and Brisbane Times websites. Shorter version displayed in the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Energy 
 
 

Cut power prices or 'business will go bust' 
The Australian, General News, 03/08/17, Matt Chambers and Paul Garvey, page 1 

 

The nation's biggest coalminer and copper producer, Glencore, has called for the abolition of the renewable energy target and 
suggested pulling out of the Paris climate accord as Australian industry struggles under the weight of rising power costs. And in 
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comments backed by big manufacturers, Glencore says Chief Scientist Alan Finkel's proposed clean energy target will not be 
enough to save heavy industry, which needs pricing concessions from policies designed to tackle emissions reductions. Speaking 
in Sydney yesterday, Glencore's senior Australiabased executive, its global coal chief Peter Freyberg, said 10 years of poor policy 
development was coming home to roost. "Electricity prices have got to a level where many industries, both large and medium, are 
either suffering or are becoming uneconomic because of high energy prices," he said. "Either we intervene now to protect those 
businesses or we let them go - that's a government decision." He said the RET, which was put in place with bipartisan support, and 
state-based renewable targets needed to be abolished and a national energy policy that allowed exemptions for heavy industry put 
in place. "All we have is a renewable energy target that is seeing billions of dollars chucked into renewables and baseload power 
being shut down," he said. "We are seeing the consequence of that in elevated energy prices and businesses going out of 
business." He said that if something had to take a back seat in solving the so-called energy "trilemma" of affordability, reliability and 
emissions reductions, it should be emissions. […]  Federal Environment and Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg said the Turnbull 
government was committed to the RET. "The government remains committed to the renewable energy target, as legislated in 
2015, recognising that it was the Coalition that ensured a 100 per cent exemption for emissions-intensive trade-exposed 
businesses," Mr Frydenberg said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mb947795978 

Also displayed on The Australian website 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Environmental Standards Division 
 
 
 

 
Salmon farm to face protests 
The Australian, General News, 03/08/17, Matthew Denholm, page 4 

 

Legal challenges and protests are expected to follow federal government approval yesterday of a $30 million salmon farm on 
Tasmania's east coast. The Environment and Energy Department approved Tassal Group's plan to farm 800,000 salmon in 28 
pens in Okehampton Bay, near Maria Island, without requiring a full environmental impact assessment. However, the department 
imposed conditions aimed at protecting southern right whales, including requiring all boats to use navigational sonar. "The decision 
is supported by independent environmental advice and follows ... public consultation," said Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg. 
Environment Tasmania was consulting its lawyers and a legal challenge is thought likely, potentially including an injunction to 
prevent Tassal's moves to begin placing fish in the water. Entrepreneur Graeme Wood and former Greens leader Bob Brown are 
among those who made submissions against Tassal's plans, arguing the company's federal referral document was deeply flawed. 
Tassal yesterday sought to placate opponents, offering to take them on a tour of the site and highlighting its joint ventures to grow 
native seaweed and to harvest and farm a pest sea urchin, as well as mussels, under an "eco-aquaculture" trial. "Seaweed can 
both absorb excess nutrients and create a valuable co-product (for human food and nutraceuticals)," said Tassal senior manager 
Barbara McGregor. Environment Tasmania strategy director Laura Kelly said the trials would not come close to addressing 
concerns about the waste from the 800,000 salmon. "The tiny amount (of seaweed) they have there will be as useless as tits on a 
bull when it comes to 920 tonnes of (fish) faeces a year," she said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il947795980 

 

 
Minister Frydenberg – Great Barrier Reef 
 
 
 

Warming limit needed to save reef 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 03/08/17, Peter Hannam, page 8 

 

Australia and the rest of the world must keep global temperature increases to 1.2 degrees - more than promised at the Paris 
climate talks - if the Great Barrier Reef's biodiversity is not going to deteriorate further, a panel led by former chief scientist Ian 
Chubb says. The report by a panel of 15 scientists also called for the revision of the reef's Plan to 2050 to account for "inexorable 
global warming". On Friday, federal and state environment ministers including federal minister Josh Frydenberg agreed in 
Melbourne to bring forward a review of the plan to start immediately rather than next year as had been planned. In a separate 
report prepared by the Reef Advisory Committee, the Queensland Resources Council objected to some members calling for the 
Carmichael coal mine not to proceed. The report cited the QRC's objection as being that it argues "there is no direct scientific link 
between coal mining of itself and climate change", a paraphrasing the QRC sought to change. In their report, the scientists 
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highlighted the fact that the reef's unprecedented bleaching events over the past two summers had killed "close to 50 per cent" of 
the corals over the entire reef, and they called for climate action. "Global emission reduction targets should be set to secure an 
average temperature increase of no more than 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, or even less," the report said. "To protect 
current reef biodiversity, global average temperature rise would need to be limited to [about] 1.2 degrees." At the end of 2015, 
almost 200 nations in Paris agreed to keep temperature increases to between 1.5 and 2 degrees to curb the impact of more 
frequent extreme climate events. But the expert panel said the Paris pledges to cut greenhouse gas emissions were inadequate - 
including Australia'sputting the world on a warming course of as much as 3.7 degrees. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0il947795982 

Also displayed in the Age and Canberra Times. Also prospected for Climate Change. 

 

 
Australian Government opens up the iconic Great Barrier Reef to superyachts 
EGlobal Travel Media, Other, 03/08/17,  

 

Superyacht Australia (SA) has for some time been seeking to reform the Whitsundays Plan of Management in order to facilitate 
greater access for vessels over 35 metres in length. Marine Tourism is a significant part of the Australian economy and a growing 
contributor to Australia’s tourism offering. Superyacht Australia has been lobbying for the past 9 years to allow superyachts greater 
than 35 metres to be able to cruise and anchor in key spots within the Great Barrier Reef. (GBR) Tourism Australia markets the 
GBR as Australia’s iconic tourism destination to the global market yet superyachts over 35 metres have been unable to enjoy this 
iconic destination forcing our own Australia superyacht owners to take their vessels to Fiji and other Pacific countries rather than 
spend their tourism dollars in their own backyard. M. Edwards CEO Superyacht Australia commented, “The Turnbull government 
has read the Superyacht industry economic impact study and understands the value of the jobs and economic benefits of this 
sector to Australia and regional Australia in particular. This small move in regulations will have a big impact on regional economies 
who can now finally look to see greater utilisation of marina and refit facilities and the enormous spend with local businesses that 
comes with this.” With Tourism identified as one of five ‘super sectors’ to drive Australia’s prosperity into the future, the ability to 
cruise in the GBR will not only attract more vessels to Australia but they will stay longer and Superyacht Australia is already 
developing the marketing collateral to make this happen. An exciting new cruising itinerary calling in at all the major superyacht 
marinas from Cairns to Tasmania is currently being developed and will be promoted at the Monaco Yacht show. […]  It is great to 
see the Minister for the Environment and Energy, the Hon. Josh Frydenberg MP, welcome superyachts to the Whitsunday region 
and acknowledge their environmental credentials and significant benefit to the region’s economy. 

 

Read Item: http://www.eglobaltravelmedia.com.au/australian-government-opens-up-the-iconic-great-barrier-reef-to-
superyachts/ 

 

 
Science leaders raise Reef needs 
greencareer.net.au, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

A panel led by Australia's former chief scientist says global action is needed to protect the Great Barrier Reef. A report by a panel 
of 15 scientists has called for a revision of the Reef 2050 Plan in the face of “inexorable global warming”, which threatens the 
biodiversity of the Reef. It says the world must keep global temperature increases to 1.2 degrees – at the high end of pledges 
made at the Paris climate talks – to stop the deterioration of the Great Barrier Reef's biodiversity. Federal and state environment 
ministers last week agreed in to bring forward a review of the plan. The scientists say the Great Barrier Reef's unprecedented 
bleaching events over recent years have killed “close to 50 per cent” of the corals over the entire reef. “Global emission reduction 
targets should be set to secure an average temperature increase of no more than 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, or even 
less,” the report said. “To protect current reef biodiversity, global average temperature rise would need to be limited to [about] 1.2 
degrees. “Australia should set targets appropriate to its 'fair share' of emission reduction aimed at keeping global warming to the 
low end of the [Paris] range, or below,” the report said. It also said Australia must “play a prominent leading role in securing 
appropriate global targets and purposeful action to meet a 1.5-degree target, or lower”.  Energy and Environment minister Josh 
Frydenberg said the government was “deeply concerned about the impacts of coral bleaching and are committed to action to 
address climate change through the Paris Agreement, which commits parties to hold the increase in the global average 
temperature to well below 2 degrees”. “While we consider the expert advice in detail, we have identified a number of actions to be 
undertaken immediately, including: bringing forward the mid-term review of the Reef 2050 Plan; scaling up crown-of-thorns starfish 
control, research and management; and improving water quality entering the Reef,” he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/science-leaders-raise-reef-needs 

 
 
 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



Minister Frydenberg – Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division  
 
 
 
 
Wildlife 
 
 

 
Minister mum on croc cull proposal 
Northern Territory News, General News, 03/08/17, Hayley Sorensen, page 5 

 

Federal Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg has continued to ignore calls from the NT Government and lobby groups to 
consider introducing crocodile safaris in the Top End. Mr Frydenberg has repeatedly refused to answer any questions about 
whether he would consider legalising croc safaris, despite giving his inprinciple support to non-commercial culls earlier this year. 
Chief Minister Michael Gunner said the NT Government had made its support of commercial crocodile safaris conducted in 
collaboration with traditional owners "extremely clear for a long time". "Doing this a sustainable way with approval of traditional 
owners can create jobs and economic development for people on country," he said. "Minister Josh Frydenberg has been 
noncommittal on the issue since becoming minister. "We would welcome the federal government to engage further with traditional 
owners and Territorians generally about what they want on their land." An Ernst and Young report released last week showed the 
crocodile industry was worth almost $107 million in direct and indirect benefits to the Territory economy each year. Crocodile 
safaris have had the support of successive Territory governments and of Coalition cabinet member Nigel Scullion, but proposals 
have never gained traction in the face of longstanding federal government opposition. North Queensland federal MP Bob Katter 
said Mr Frydenberg's refusal to engage on the issue was disappointing. "For 40,000 years, First Australians have had the right to 
kill crocodiles. Now the government has the hide to tell them they don't have the right to make a living," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0no947795988 

 
 

All Other Coverage 

 
 
 
Antarctica 
 
 
 

Huskies help guide the way 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 03/08/17, page 11 

 

The dogs that helped lead Mawson through Antarctica more than 100 years ago are set to continue to help expeditioners find their 
way around the icy continent for centuries to come. Mawson's huskies have been immortalised with their names bestowed on 
prominent landmarks across Antarctica. The new place names will become important in terms of communicating locations, 
especially during rescues. The Australian Antarctic Division place names committee yesterday announced the 26 names have 
been bestowed on islands, rocks and reefs. Committee chairwoman Gillian Slocum said Mawson's dogs played a critical role in 
Australia's heroic era of exploration and would continue to do so.  "If someone is lost or there is an emergency, being able to 
respond with place names is really important," she said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg947795990 

 

Husky pups immortalized as Antarctic landmarks 
Canberra Times, Other, 02/08/17, Sarah Muller 

 

Dozens of huskies used in an early exploration of Antarctica have been immortalised in the latest naming ceremony of Antarctic 
landmarks. The Australian Antarctic Division Place Names Committee announced on Wednesday 26 islands, rocks, and reefs to 
be officially named after huskies who served as guides for explorer Mawson during the Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-
1914. Up to 50 dogs were involved in the expedition, helping Mawson and other explorers survive their four-year expedition. Gillian 
Slocum, Committee Chair, said the tribute was a fitting way to memorialise the huskies for their important role in the exploration. 
"The dogs were used for expedition transport, pulling sleds laden with supplies, as well as providing companionship for the men," 
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Ms Slocum said. "Given their important contribution to Antarctic exploration, it is appropriate to name Antarctic landmarks in their 
honour with the most prominent features named after the most important dogs." The newly named landmarks include Lassasen 
Island in the Mackellar Islands, named after Mawson's husky who was with him when he reached the South Pole in 1911. Other 
names include "Grandmother Rock", named after a male pup known for his "grandmotherly appearance", "Devil Rock", named 
after a dog known for her "savage disposition", and Blizzard Island, named for a pup who was born in a severe blizzard during the 
expedition. 

 

Read Item: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/husky-pups-immortalized-as-antarctic-landmarks-20170802-
gxo5de.html 

 

 
Landmarks named after Antarctic huskies 
Sky News Australia, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

Huskies who guided explorer Sir Douglas Mawson through Antarctica more than a century ago have been immortalised on the icy 
continent. Islands, rocks and reefs now bear the names of 26 dogs which helped Mawson and other explorers survive a four-year 
expedition. The Australian Antarctic Division Place Names Committee made the announcement on Wednesday, with chair Gillian 
Slocum saying it was a fitting tribute. 'The dogs were used for expedition transport, pulling sleds laden with supplies, as well as 
providing companionship for the men,' she said. 'While some of the dogs returned to Australia, others sadly perished in the harsh 
conditions.' About 50 huskies served alongside Mawson during the Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-1914. Six of his best 
dogs died when fellow explorer Belgrave Ninnis fell down a crevasse with supplies some 500km away from their main base. 
Grimly, Mawson was forced to use his dogs as food in order to survive. 'He didn't intend to eat his dogs but had no choice,' said 
Rod Ledingham, an expeditioner during the 1960s. The landmark names will be used internationally and help rescuers and 
researchers find their way. 

 

Read Item: http://www.skynews.com.au/news/world/europe/2017/08/02/landmarks-named-after-antarctic-huskies.html 
Also displayed on the Yahoo! News Australia and 9News.com.au websites 

 

 
Australian huskies on Mawson expedition immortalised in Antarctic place names 
ABC Online, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

The man who wrote the Australian Antarctic manual for husky team training has welcomed the commemoration of the dogs' critical 
roles on maps. The Antarctic Place Names Committee is naming 26 islands, rocks and reefs after the beloved dogs, that were 
depended on during Australia's heroic era of ice exploration a century ago, and had a role into the 1990s. The dogs were all on 
Douglas Mawson's Australasian Antarctic Expedition (AAE) of 1911-14, but the naming is a tribute to all the huskies that 
underpinned Australian exploration in the icy continent. Rod Ledingham detailed "the fine art of dog driving" in a manual and in 
lectures, to countless Australian Antarctic expeditioners and scientists from the 1970s, after training and running teams for the UK. 
Mr Ledingham said dogs had been critical to exploring the Antarctica, up until they were removed in 1994. "They were the 
mainstay of exploration. From 1898 they were brought in ... and there were a lot of dogs between 1930s and '50s," he said. "They 
were the main form of transport for us [back in the 1960s) — light aircraft and dogs — and that was a good way of working in 
mountainous country. "We could always find somewhere to land, and we would fly the dogs in, the sledges and food ... and the 
aircraft would go ahead and put depots in. "So you could travel from one depot to another and pick up your food as you went." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-02/antarctic-islands-named-after-huskies/8766260 

 

 
Explorer Mawson's Huskies Immortalised in Antarctic Place Names 
Yahoo! UK & Ireland, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

Antarctic explorer Sir Douglas Mawson’s huskies have been immortalised by the Australian Antarctic Division, by lending their 
names to landmarks on the frozen continent. Australian Antarctic Division Place Names Committee announced on August 2 that 26 
“islands, rocks and reefs” would be named in honour of the working animals. Committee chair, Gillian Slocum, said: “The dogs 
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were used for expedition transport, pulling sleds laden with supplies, as well as providing companionship for the men. While some 
of the dogs returned to Australia, others sadly perished in the harsh conditions.”  

 

Read Item: https://uk.news.yahoo.com/explorer-mawsons-huskies-immortalised-antarctic-034942377.html 

Also displayed on the Yahoo! News Australia website  

 

 
Mawson's huskies are to be honoured on Antarctic landmarks 
Business Insider Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Chris Pash 

 

The huskies dogs from early Antarctic exploration by Australia are being honoured with their names bestowed on a prominent 
landmarks across the icy continent. The Australian Antarctic Division Place Names Committee today announced 26 islands, rocks 
and reefs are being named after the dogs which played a critical role in Australia’s heroic era of exploration a century ago. The 
huskies served alongside Australian explorer Sir Douglas Mawson and his men. “The dogs were used for expedition transport, 
pulling sleds laden with supplies, as well as providing companionship for the men,” says names committee chair Gillian Slocum. 
“While some of the dogs returned to Australia, others sadly perished in the harsh conditions.” A number of features near Cape 
Denison, where Mawson’s Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-1914 was based, have been named after the huskies. 
Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen gifted Mawson a husky named Lassesen, in honour of the dog that was with him when he 
reached the South Pole in 1911. Lassesen Island in the Mackellar Islands is named after Mawson’s dog. Pavlova Island, Ginger 
Reef and Devil Rock were all four-legged members of the Antarctic Expedition of 1911-1914. Pavlova was named after the famed 
Russian dancer Anna Pavlova, who was a friend of Belgrave Ninnis who cared for the dogs during the expedition. 

 

Read Item: https://www.businessinsider.com.au/mawsons-huskies-are-to-be-honoured-on-antarctic-landmarks-2017-8 

 

 

ABC, ABC News, 02/08/17, Dan Bourchier, The Australian Antarctic Division has today announced a number of prominent 
Antarctic landmarks named after the dogs that served alongside Sir Douglas Mawson and his men. 
 

 

 
ABC, ABC News, 02/08/17, Jessica Van Vonderen, Twenty Huskies included in Australia's first Antarctic research expedition 
have been honoured in prominent landmarks near Cape Denison in Antarctica. 
 

 

 
Southern Cross Tasmania, Southern Cross Nightly News, 02/08/17, Jo Palmer, The Australian Antarctic Division is honouring 
the unsung heroes behind a daring expedition. Sir Douglas Mawson set off from Hobart in 1911 for the Australasian Antarctic 
Expedition. Cape Denison will now be named after his Huskies. Twenty-six islands rocks and reefs will take names like Lassesen 
Island and The Devil Rock. 
 
 

 

ABC Radio Sydney, Drive, 02/08/17, Richard Glover, Interview with Gillian Slocum, Australian Antarctic Division, about 
acknowledgement to the doggy heroes from the early years of the Australian exploration of Antarctica. Glover asks how they will 
celebrate the heroes and what were their contributions. Slocum says that the committee has decided to recognise 26 of Sir 
Douglas Mawson's huskies by naming features in Cape Denison area which is where Mawson had his famous 1911-1914 
expedition. She adds that dogs were important for many years as they were used for transport and providing companionship. 
Glover mentions that some of the dogs were part of the tragic incidents that happened during the expedition. He mentions that part 
of the team  fell through a crevasse. Slocum says that the dog that fell was Ninnis when he has helping the crew.  Glover asks 
where the names will be used. Slocum mentions that names were used on islands, rocks, or reefs. She adds that they are in the 
process of putting it in to official maps. 
 

 

 

ABC Radio Hobart, Drive, 02/08/17, Louise Saunders, Interview with Gilliam Slocum, Chair, Australian Antarctic Division Place 
Names Committee, and Rob Ledingham, former dog handler, about naming landmarks in Australia after huskies. Slocum says the 
idea came from a committee member, and the committee then located some unnamed features near Cape Dennison and named 
them after 26 of Sir Douglas Mawson's huskies. She says it's quite common for places to lack names in Antarctica given its 
vastness and lack of habitation. Ledingham talks about driving huskies in Antarctica during his time there, and the preparation he 
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undertook before travelling there. He says he spent three years in Antarctica and discusses the remainder of his career thus far. 
He says huskies were bred from the original dogs in Antarctica and discusses how they were named. Slocum says the interest in 
naming features after huskies has been great and the committee is interested in more naming ideas from people. 
 
 
 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
 
 
 

 
Leading the way 
Australian Energy Review, General News, 01/08/17, Elizabeth Fabri, page 24 

 

Australia's renewable energy industry is growing at a rapid pace, yet there is still knowledge gaps when it comes to large-scale 
solar PV and battery storage servicing fringe-of-grid regions. Conergy's $42.5 million Lakeland Solar and Storage project will test a 
number of battery operation modes and share lessons learnt with industry partners. Located in far North Queensland on the Cape 
York Peninsula, the Lakeland Solar and Storage project is the first Australian utility-scale solar and storage facility built on the 
outskirts of the electricity grid. This is an area typically prone to energy reliability challenges from lack of supporting infrastructure, 
network limitations, and long distance power lines. Developed by one of the world's largest downstream solar companies Conergy, 
Lakeland comprises a 13 megawatt (MW), 41,440 panel solar array; 1.4MW lithium-ion battery storage capable of delivering up to 
5.3 megawatt-hours (MWh) of energy; and a smart system controller to facilitate consistent power supply for the Lakeland 
community. Construction began in September last year, with commissioning now underway for the project, which will be connected 
to the Ergon Energy substation - one of the most remote National Electricity Market (NEM) substations in the country. Once 
operational, the project has potential to revolutionise future power supply for fringe-of-grid locations, with a number of battery 
operation modes scheduled to be tested over the next two years, including 'grid-to-islanding' functionality. Conergy managing 
director Christopher West said the project will set measurable performance results for any future projects with solar and storage 
connected to the grid in remote regions. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0xg947795992 

 

 
Businesses falling behind in race to renewables 
Australian Energy Review, General News, 01/08/17, page 6 

 

Less than half of Australian major companies are actively procuring renewable energy, according to an Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency (ARENA) report. The 'first-of-its-kind' study surveyed 90 of the country's largest public and private companies to 
look at how they were embracing renewable energy and what was holding companies back. Of the 46 per cent actively utilising 
clean energy technologies, renewable energy accounted for only 10 per cent or less of their energy use. ARENA said Australian 
companies appeared to be "falling behind their global peers", and missing out on the benefits such as cost savings, reaching 
sustainability targets, and meeting consumer expectations. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0gy947795994 

 

 
Energy consumers hold the whip of disruption: ACES panel predicts the future for renewables 
EcoGeneration, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

A panel of major utilities, technology giants and the national regulator addressed the challenges of energy transition at the 
Australian Clean Energy Summit 2017. What will the energy future look like in 20 years’ time? It’s a tough question, considering the 
rate at which things are changing. One certainty is that renewable energy sources will have gained a lot of ground in replacing 
generation from coal and gas, but for much more detail than that it’s worth asking the experts. At the Australian Clean Energy 
Summit in Sydney in July Clean Energy Council CEO Kane Thornton put the question to a panel which included major technology 
providers Goldwind and GE, local generators and retailers Origin and AGL and the Australian Energy Regulator. Goldwind 
chairman Wu Gang predicted over the next 20 years renewable energy will grow rapidly, probably up to 30-40% of grid capacity. “It 
will be the cheapest form of energy,” he said. “On the consumer side, systems will become more intelligent and adapt to use as 
much renewable energy as possible.” AGL CEO Andy Vesey said although a progressive decarbonisation is taking place large 
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coal plants will still be a part of the system within 10 to 20 years. “Even if you look at the retirement of our own units, the last plant 
doesn’t retire until 2048,” said Vesey, pointing out that gas will play an important role in terms of firming up renewable sources. 

 

Read Item: http://www.ecogeneration.com.au/energy-consumers-hold-the-whip-of-disruption-aces-panel-predicts-the-
future-for-renewables/ 

 
 
 
Biodiversity/Land Management 
 
 
 

Uluru closed after death of chairman 
The Australian, General News, 03/08/17, page 2 

 

Climbing Uluru will be barred until August 10 out of respect for the national park's first chairman, Kunmanara Lester, who has died. 
The Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park board of management said the 'great man' constantly stood up for the traditional owners of the 
land, the Anangu. "So many of the things we have today, he helped start," the board said. Visionimpaired Mr Lester became the 
chairman after the park was handed back to the Anangu in 1985. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ci947795996 

 

 

 

ABC Alice Springs, Drive Show, 02/08/17, Rohan Barwick, Interview with Sally Barnes, Director, National Parks. Compere 
discusses the Closing of the Uluru for Yami Lester. He says it is for respect for Lester, the first chair of the park. Compere says 
Lester is to bee remembered at a state funeral on Tuesday, at the APY Lands. Barnes says they are remembering what Lester has 
done for the community and education. She says it is to remember Lester. She says Lester was a bridge for the two cultures. 

 
 
 

ABC Radio Adelaide, 16:00 News, 02/08/17, The climb at Uluru in the NT is closed for a week as a mark of respect for Yami 
Lester who died last month. Lester was the first chairman of the Uluru-Katajuta board of management when the park was handed 
back to judicial owners in 1985, National Parks. He was also a strong advocate for survivors of the Maralinga nuclear tests in SA. A 
state funeral will be held for Lester at Walatina in the APY Lands next Tuesday. 

 
 
 

ABC Radio Darwin, 15:00 News, 02/08/17, The climb at Uluru will be closed for a week today as a mark of respect for Yami 
Lester, who died last month. Lester was the first Chairman of the Uluru Kata Tjuta Board of Management when it was handed back 
to traditional owners in 1985. He was a strong advocate for survivors of the Maralinga nuclear tests in SA. National Parks says it is 
the seventh time the climb has been closed for cultural reasons since the hand back. A state funeral will be held for Lester in the 
APY Lands next Tuesday. 

 
 
 
Bureau of Meteorology 
 
 
 

More weather stations put on ice 
The Australian, General News, 03/08/17, Graham Lloyd, page 1 

 

Problems with the Bureau of Meteorology's temperature recording network have spread, with stations in the ACT, Victoria and 
Tasmania identified for immediate replacement. Equipment problems have been blamed for errors in NSW temperature data-
handling at Goulburn and Thredbo Top Station, which have led to a national review of the bureau's network and processes. The 
bureau has confirmed automatic weather stations at Tuggeranong in the ACT, Butlers Gorge and Fingal in Tasmania, and Mt Baw 
Baw in Victoria would also be replaced. The stations sit in areas where the climate record indicates it might reasonably be 
expected to reach below minus 10C. "It is important to note preliminary analysis has found no outages related to this issue at these 
sites," a bureau statement said yesterday. Concerns were ra ing the removal of very low temperature readings at at least 
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two stations. The bureau said its systems were designed to flag unusually high or low temperatures so they could be checked for 
veracity before being confirmed. After complaints were made, the bureau said it had identified that hardware at Thredbo and 
Goulburn was not fit for purpose, with outages occurring at temperatures below minus 10C. "Initial analysis indicates this has 
occurred on one day in Goulburn and on six days at Thredbo," it said. "The hardware was replaced as a matter of urgency." 
Continued on Page 4 More weather stations on ice Continued from Page 1 Bureau chief executive Andrew Johnson has 
established a review of the automatic weather station network, which has more than 600 recording stations around the nation. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ci947795998 

 

 
News Corp's leading tinfoiler hot for alleged BOM climate conspiracy 
Crikey.com.au, Current Affairs, 02/08/17, Guy Rundle, page 1 

 

It will be a cold, cold day before News Corp abandons its love of obsessive, crackpot climate change stories. Indeed that was 
exactly the story in the Oz yesterday -- a Graham Lloyd exclusive, sorry, a Graham Lloyd exclusive, alleging skullduggery at the 
Bureau of Meteorology. This was after -- prepare to be horrified -- a couple of low-side temperature findings from high-altitude 
stations near Goulburn did not appear online for a period. The readings -- of -10.4 degrees -- went below the standard calibration 
of the meters, so the automated reporting system excluded them, beforehuman examination. This is standard scientific procedure. 
But not for the tinfoil hat/one-world government/chemtrails crowd, for whom it is clearly more evidence of the global climate 
conspiracy hoax. The "logic" of this is that the Big Climate Change/George Soros/Platecucks cabal is deleting results across the 
world, because if anyone were to discover that it hit -10.4 in the Snowy at the end of July, the whole of climate change science 
would collapse in an instant. Tinfoilers obsess over the idea that because it got cold somewhere, catastrophic climate change, and 
the rise of new sustained average high temperatures inimical to human life, aren’t occurring. The centrepiece of this story is 
investigations by a mountain man named Lance Pidgeon, variously described as an "amateur" or "bush" meteorologist. Pidgeon is 
well-known around the traps, for trawling through decades of pre-1910 temperature listings, to argue that the Bureau of 
Meteorology is excluding data, etc, etc. He’s often featured on the website of Joanne Nova, whose Skeptics Handbook was 
distributed in the US by the Exxon-funded Heartland Institute (i.e. Exxon). Nova is a former children’s broadcaster (credits include 
Space Cadets). In this case, Pidgeon has been feted by Jennifer Marohasy, who has edited the IPA’s latest climate change 
denialist volume, which included the deranged rant by Clive James published in the Oz a couple of months ago. Lloyd’s beat-up is 
then linked to a typically sane and measured piece by Maaaaurice Newman, which claims that the entire world climate monitoring 
system can now not be trusted. How will we now monitor contamination of our precious bodily fluids? 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0la947796000 

 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
 
 

Most super funds failing to disclose climate risk 
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 03/08/17, Caitlin Fitzsimmons, page 8 

 

The $2.3 trillion superannuation industry is so woeful in its disclosure of climate risk that trustees could be in breach of their legal 
duties. Sixty of the 100 biggest super funds, or three out of five, have no disclosure of climate risk at all, according to the August 
report by Market Forces, an affiliate project of environmental group Friends of the Earth. This includes large players such as retail 
fund Colonial First State, which represents 2.19 million members and $86.99 billion, and industry fund REST, with 1.96 million 
members and $41.52 billion under management. Another 22 funds in the top 100 have inadequate disclosure defined as a public 
position that mentions climate change, but fails to back it up with any discussion of how it's being handled in practical terms. 
Market Forces report author Daniel Gocher said it was a "low bar" to be deemed as inadequate and there was a big gap between 
those making adequate disclosure and the rest. It's a problem for the business sector more broadly not just super, particularly 
given Australia's energy-intensive economy. The Australian Council of Superannuation Investors released research last month that 
found only a small number of ASX200 companies were meeting best practice for sustainability reporting. Market Forces relies on 
information in the public domain and it's possible some funds have well-developed climate policies not made public. But there's a 
growing expectation funds need to develop a robust response to climate change as a financial risk and also disclose their 
approach and outcomes to members and the regulator. Three out of five of the biggest super funds have no disclosure of climate 
risk at all. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0la947796002 

Also displayed in the Age and on the WA Today website 
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Expert opinion spells out trustees' duty on climate risks 
Sydney Morning Herald, Business News, 03/08/17, Julien Vincent, page 20 

 

Enough of the gentle nudges and warning signs from regulators and leaders in the investment community. Superannuation fund 
trustees are legally obliged to consider climate change risk, and that's that. That, at least, is the opinion from Noel Hutley SC and 
James Mack, as reported by Fairfax Media. The opinion makes it clear that climate change is a financial risk and trustees have a 
duty to consider it as such. Earlier this year, Australian Prudential Regulatory Authority executive board member Geoff 
Summerhayes described climate as "distinctly financial", "foreseeable, material and actionable now", and having "potential system-
wide implications". If this view is shared by Australian super funds, they do a great job of hiding it from the public. Market Forces 
reviewed public disclosures of the 100 largest funds in Australia and found that 82 per cent had disclosed little to no evidence that 
they were considering climate risk. In fact, 60 funds showed no evidence whatsoever. Including the words "climate change" in an 
environmental, social and governance policy, publishing a blog post on the topic of climate change or putting your name to the 
Paris pledge would have been enough to get a fund out of the do-nothing category. We set the bar so low it was practically on the 
floor, yet funds managing the retirement savings of 8.8 million Australians still failed to do the bare minimum. Summerhayes' 
speech, the Financial Stability Board's Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures and the view from Hutley and Mack all 
talk about climate change as a financial risk. They're asking trustees to fulfil their duties and consider the financial implications of 
climate change. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0hl947796006 

Also displayed in the Age and Canberra Times 

 

 
PM spruiks better deal for WA, Albany 
West Australian, Other, 02/08/17, Tayler Neale 

 

Malcolm Turnbull fielded a variety of questions on local education issues from Albany Senior High School Year 12 students as the 
Prime Minister made a whirlwind stop in Albany yesterday. Students raised concerns about the high relocation costs for regional 
students considering taking up tertiary studies, along with a disparity in education infrastructure compared with technology 
improvements. Mr Turnbull acknowledged the extra costs associated with rural students attending university. “We’re very keenly 
aware of it and obviously Rick (Wilson) and other regional MPs who are representing regional Australia are aware of it,” he said. 
“So it’s something we often focus on and increase support (for) and I’m sure we’ll continue to do so. “But we’re very aware of the 
challenges you’ll face.” Mr Turnbull made no major funding announcements while in town as he was shown around ASHS and 
given a tour of the National Anzac Centre before attending a civic reception at Centennial Stadium. With the State Government 
recently investing $19.5 million in a wave energy farm near Albany, the Prime Minister indicated the Commonwealth had supported 
wave energy before. “The Commonwealth has put money into wave technology in  the past,” he said “We have both the clean 
energy finance corporation which invests in clean energy projects, and we have ARENA for the more innovative end of the 
spectrum. “They’ll be making an application to ARENA or Clean Energy Finance Corporation. “There are plenty of resources in 
both those places to support projects of that kind.” Mr Turnbull said ASHS funding per student would double in the coming decade. 

 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/news/albany-advertiser/pm-spruiks-better-deal-for-wa-albany-ng-b88555880z 

Also prospected for Clean Energy Finance Corporation and Australian Renewable Energy Agency  

 

 
Australia needs dozens more scientists to monitor climate properly, report says Australia needs dozens more scientists 
to monitor climate properly, report says 
The Conversation, Other, 03/08/17,  

 

Australia is falling short in its ability to monitor the climate, potentially leaving farmers and other groups unable to access crucial 
information about rainfall, droughts and floods, the Australian Academy of Science has warned. A review of Australia’s climate 
science capability, released today, recommends that Australia needs to recruit an extra 77 full-time climate science staff over the 
next four years, on top of the current 420, to meet the demand for detailed weather and climate information. Without these 
resources, Australia risks being unable to provide accurate information to those who need it, said UNSW oceanographer Trevor 
McDougall, who led the review. That could include being unable to predict accurately the changes to rainfall patterns in farming 
regions such as the Murray-Darling Basin – with potentially serious consequences for farmers, Professor McDougall said. Although 
the review says Australia is strong in some areas, such as studying extreme weather events, it identified several key shortcomings, 
particularly in climate modelling. Australia is not keeping pace with efforts in the United States and Europe, which are developing 
fine-scale climate models covering their own regions. “Other countries are not looking in detail at our country – we need to run 
those models ourselves,” Professor McDougall said. “These requirements are brought into sharper focus when you consider that 
our country is potentially more exposed to the impacts of climate change than most developed nations.” 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



 

Read Item: https://theconversation.com/australia-needs-dozens-more-scientists-to-monitor-climate-properly-report-says-
81958 

 

 
More climate scientists needed to avoid expensive mistakes, review urges 
ABC Online, Other, 03/08/17,  

 

An overhaul of the nation's climate research system has been recommended by Australia's top scientists after a review found a 
critical lack of staff in key areas like climate modelling. For the Murray-Darling Basin — one of the nation's most critical food-
producing regions — that knowledge is crucial, according to the Australian Academy of Science. The academy conducted a year-
long review of the nation's future capabilities, prompted by a major restructuring of climate teams at the CSIRO last year. It found 
the nation was critically understaffed when it came to climate projections and measurement. "We currently do not know whether 
rainfall evaporation is going to increase or decrease over [the Murray-Darling Basin] and this has obviously large implications for 
sourcing our food and profitability in those regions," Professor Trevor McDougall, who led the review for the academy, said. "We've 
progressed over the last decades from being confident in predictions at the scale of Australia to being almost sure of some 
predictions of temperature [at state level]." But without any more climate science researchers, the academy said the nation would 
not be able to get any more precise than that. Accurate climate modelling can potentially avoid costly, unnecessary investments by 
helping work out the difference between natural climate variability and climate change itself. "In Queensland they went ahead and 
built a desalination plant at the cost of $2 billion but in fact, that was in response to the millennium drought, which really wasn't an 
indication of climate change at all, but just the regular climate variability," Professor McDougall said. "So that's the kind of 
expensive mistake that we can make if we don't do this kind of research." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-03/australia-needs-more-climate-scientists-review-urges/8767004 

 

 
Australia's shortage of climate scientists puts country at serious risk, report find 
Guardian Australia, Other, 03/08/17, Michael Slezak 

 

Australia has a critical shortage of climate scientists, leaving it at serious risk of not delivering essential climate and weather 
services to groups like farmers, coastal communities and international organisations, a report has found. The report into the 
nation’s climate science capability by the Australian Academy of Science found the climate science workforce needed to grow by 
77 full-time positions over the next four years, with 27 of those positions urgently required. Those figures take into account all the 
climate scientists at the CSIRO, the new CSIRO climate science centre to be established in Hobart, as well as those at the Bureau 
of Meteorology, universities and other institutions. But it didn’t consider extra resources that might be needed in the study of 
climate change mitigation or adaptation. The Australian Academy of Science’s investigation was prompted by the CSIRO 
announcement in 2016 that the research agency was going to sack about 100 climate scientists – a number later reduced to about 
40. The report found the areas most in need of investment were general climate modelling, climate observations and climate 
services, which help industry and the community access information produced by scientists. Infrastructure required for climate 
services was also at risk, the report found. The supercomputing resources at the National Computational Infrastructure were 
essential for using Australia’s climate models, but also applying other climate models to the region. “Right now that isn’t secure. It’s 
not funded in an ongoing sense,” said report contributor Julie Arblaster from Monash University. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/03/australias-shortage-of-climate-scientists-puts-country-
at-serious-risk-report-find 

 

 
Engineers Australia and climate change 
Engineers Australia, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

Climate change is a mainstream issue that all aspects of politics and society are tackling. Global CO2 emissions have flattened 
since 2016 and, optimistically, we are now heading in the right direction to manage our future sustainably. Since the Paris Climate 
Agreement in 2015 the climate debate has changed; instead of arguing about the validity of the science we’re now arguing about 
renewable energy targets and how urgent change needs to be. Whilst this is an ongoing argument, it has proved to be vastly more 
constructive and alludes to a more sustainable future. Mitigation and adaptation against climate change cannot be successful 
without engineering solutions. By providing unbiased technical advice to decision makers and the public, motivating change 
through our achievements and communicating the consequences of inaction, engineers have the ability to drive change and to 
positively motivate and encourage our communities to seek a better future. As an engineer practicing in a world of change, often in 
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resource and energy industries, it is worth considering Engineers Australia’s climate policy, which states the following for members: 
Engineers have an ethical responsibility for, and play a key role in, limiting atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations, through 
transformative change and innovation in engineering education, and practice. Engineers are well placed to understand and assess 
the viability of climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies needed to make the difference and have the practical know-how 
to implement these strategies. Engineers proactively participate together to address the causes and impacts of climate change as 
a significant ecological, social and economic risk. Reduction of the emission of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere associated 
with engineering activities should be accorded urgent priority in engineering endeavours. Engineers should include risk analysis 
and advice of the likely impacts of climate change in their work. Engineers should maintain an awareness of contemporary climate 
change science and advances thereof, and contribute to the refinement of knowledge and approach, to encourage the best 
possible engineering outcomes. 

 

Read Item: https://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/News/engineers-australia-and-climate-change 
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Barnaby's nominee goes to water 
Australian Financial Review, General News, 03/08/17, Phillip Coorey, page 1 

 

A former lobbyist nominated by Barnaby Joyce to sit on the board of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority attended a meeting at 
which a NSW government official was recorded offering her and other irrigators sensitive data. Late on Wednesday, Perin Davey, 
once a lobbyist for Murray Irrigation, asked Mr Joyce to withdraw her nomination following inquiries by The Australian Financial 
Review, but Mr Joyce still faces criticism about his ongoing stewardship oyer the Murray-Darling Basin. It can be confirmed that Ms 
Davey was part of a teleconference in which NSW government water official Gavin Hanlon proposed handing over debadged 
documents, those which are stripped of the departmental logo, to help irrigators exploit the Murray-Darling Basin Plan "Obviously 
we would have to debadge it," Mr Hanlon says of the data in the recording. One lobbyist, now identified as Ms Davey, responds: 
"Yeah, that would be fabulous." Following revelations last week by the ABC's Four Corners program of that teleconference, Mr 
Hanlon referred himself to the NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption. Contacted by the Financial Review on Tuesday, 
Ms Davey did not dispute she was at the meeting but said she was unable to comment because of the ICAC process and a 
separate NSW government investigation. It is understood Mr Hanlon will contend the conversation was reported out of context by 
Four Corners. Mr Joyce wrote to basin state water ministers in late June proposing Ms Davey be accepted to fill one of two board 
vacancies on the MDBA.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0zv947796014 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Murray-Darling scandal must not flow to disaster 
Sydney Morning Herald, Editorials, 03/08/17, page 16 
 

Water used to be simple: a refreshing drink for people and plants that was largely free or cheap despite being essential to life. 
Population growth, pollution, climate change and the threat of scarcity have turned it into something far more complex: a wicked 
policy problem. Ideally water is clear, pure and fresh. A wicked problem, by contrast is murky, complex and protracted. The causes 
and consequences are so socially complicated and so interconnected with other issues that solutions necessarily involve 
coordination among many groups and individuals who disagree about its causes, effects and what should be done. There may be 
no definitive "fix". There may be only the least-worst way of managing a problem so it doesn't get worse. A decade ago one of 
Australia's most pressing wicked problems was the impending death of the mighty Murray-Darling river system, due partly to the 
profligate over-allocation of its waters for agricultural irrigation. But after many years of negotiations between all the interested 
parties governments, irrigators, environmental groups, tourism operators, towns dependent on the river - there was a solution. The 
federal government took control through a new Water Act in 2007, then in 2012 Julia Gillard's government adopted the $13 billion 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. Much of the money was to be spent on returning saved water from agriculture to the environment, 
through irrigation efficiency improvements and buying back water allocations from farmers. One of the wickedest parts of a wicked 
problem is figuring out who bears the costs of fixing it.  

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vf947796016 

Also displayed on the Sydney Morning Herald website 
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Troubled waters 
Daily Telegraph, Edition Changes, 03/08/17, Andrew Clennell, page 1 
 

Embattled Primary Industries Minister Niall Blair recently changed laws to give himself discretionary powers to pardon irrigators 
who have broken the law by committing illegal works to harvest floodwaters. The revelation comes after The Daily Telegraph 
yesterday reported Mr Blair was also pushing Cabinet colleagues to change irrigation laws retrospectively to justify a decision to 
give a major political donor and cotton farmer more trading rights over the precious Barwon-Darling River basin. It can today be 
revealed that on June 29 Mr Blair gazetted changes that grants flood-work approval on built structures, even when they don't 
comply with "BarwonDarling Management Zone A" requirements. Under the change all they need to do is to qualify "in the 
minister's opinion". The discretionary power can cover "an access road, or a supply channel, or a stock refuge, or an infrastructure 
protection work". The laws are again retrospective - applying to any illegal work undertaken since the start of 1994. The Daily 
Telegraph's exclusive report yesterday revealed Mr Blair wants to get laws changed to justify a departmental decision to grant 
National Party donor and irrigator Peter Harris a licence to move pumps. It is not suggested Mr Harris has carried out illegal water 
works. However, Environment Minister Gabrielle Upton has blocked the move. The recent illegal flood work provisions Mr Blair has 
introduced were first foreshadowed in 2014 in Parliament by former water minister Kevin Humphries. At the time Mr Humphries told 
Parliament "the supposedly 'illegal' works that will benefit from floodplain harvesting licences" are "not illegal, they will be licensed". 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0vf947796018 

Also displayed on the Brisbane Courier-Mail website 

 

 
Water woes on the nose 
Daily Telegraph, Editorials, 03/08/17, page 20 
 

Regional Water Minister Niall Blair claims his bid to alter water laws - an alteration that would have been to the benefit of National 
Party donor, cotton farmer and irrigator Peter Harris - was merely pursued in order to correct a legislative error. "Under advice from 
the department ... Mr Blair sought to correct an error that was identified in published regulations," a spokeswoman for Nationals MP 
Blair said on Wednesday, following exclusive revelations in The Daily Telegraph. Blair's spokeswomen says advice from the 
Department of Primary Industries indicated that two clauses in the Barwon-Darling water-sharing plan contradicted each another 
and needed to be straightened out. Yet further potential trouble for the Water Minister is now reported in another Daily Telegraph 
exclusive. It emerges that Minister Blair changed laws to give himself powers to pardon irrigators who break the law by committing 
illegal works to harvest floodwaters. Blair's spokeswoman again defended the minister, describing these latest law changes as "a 
significant legacy issue". An internal review will commence soon. Time will tell if that response is adequate. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ex947796022 

 

 
NSW law change a 'blatant rort' of Murray plan 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 03/08/17, Tory Shepherd, page 4 
 

Allegations NSW laws were changed to help irrigators take more water out of the Murray-Darling basin are an 'appalling and 
blatant rort' if they are found to be true, State Water Minister Ian Hunter says. After explosive revelations NSW irrigators were 
allegedly draining excessive amounts in some cases allegedly illegally - The Advertiser revealed behind-the-scene dealing. Mr 
Hunter said the reports Primary Industries Minister Niall Blair wanted the legal changes showed the extent of NSW's disregard for 
the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. "If these allegations are true, this is an appalling and blatant rort of a vital national water agreement, 
and requires further investigation," he said. "There is now even more justification for an independent judicial inquiry into the claims 
that billions of litres of water were stolen from the river while some in the NSW Government allowed it to happen." The Federal 
Government has ordered a review of compliance with the plan but a range of Senators condemned it as inadequate - demanding a 
full independent review. Senator Nick Xenophon said only a judicial review would be good enough. Yesterday, he hit out at NSW's 
"secret deals", saying the reports reinforced the need for a full inquiry. Labor Senator Penny Wong will move a motion in the 
Senate calling for a judicial inquiry into "corruption and mismanagement". She expects support from the Greens and NXT as well 
as Australian Conservatives leader Cory Bernardi. "It's a motion that calls for a judicial inquiry into the dreadful allegations of theft, RELE
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water theft - water that taxpayers have paid for being stolen by irrigators - corruption and mismanagement in the Murray-Darling 
Basin," she told the ABC. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ai947796024 

 

 
Blair defends attempted water law change 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Tom Rabe 
 

NSW's regional water minister says his attempt to make changes to water sharing laws in the Barwon Darling Basin was to correct 
a legislative error - but the opposition claims it was part of an "illegal conspiracy". Regional Water Minister Niall Blair has been 
accused of trying to alter a clause of the Barwon Darling water sharing plan to benefit a farmer and National Party donor. But Mr 
Blair insists he was just trying to fix a mistake. "Under advice from the department ... Mr Blair sought to correct an error that was 
identified in published regulations," a spokeswoman for the Nationals MP said on Wednesday. Mr Blair's office says he received 
advice from the Department of Primary Industries that two clauses in the plan, relating to water sharing, contradicted each another. 
"The minister was advised these contradictory statements in the same regulation needed to be amended to be consistent with the 
original intent as announced in 2012," the spokeswoman said in a statement. Opposition Leader Luke Foley, however, says the 
National Party was working to benefit a select group of farmers who donate to them. "A small number of big cotton irrigators have 
benefited at the expense of farmers and townsfolk downstream," Mr Foley told parliament on Wednesday. "This is a conspiracy 
that runs through several National Party ministers, past and present, the department and the office of the National Party leader." Mr 
Foley named one cotton farmer he said stole a billion litres of water and later donated to the National Party. 

 

Read Item: https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/36583292/blair-defends-attempted-water-law-change/ 

 

 
Murray-Darling basin: NSW government changes could be causing water loss 
Guardian Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Gabrielle Chan 
 

Farmers and water experts say New South Wales government rule changes could be causing more water loss to the  Murray-
Darling river system than before the national plan was put in place. The Barwon-Darling water-sharing plan, which governs the 
rules in the north of NSW, was signed off by the then primary industries minister, Katrina Hodgkinson, in 2012, just before the 
national Murray-Darling basin plan was approved. As a result, pumping rules in the area favour larger irrigators – because they 
have the infrastructure to capitalise on the rules – which has caused fractures in the farming community. The new rules increased 
allowable pump sizes, removed daily extraction limits and allowed for more storage. John Clements is a former member of the 
Murray-Darling Basin Authority’s (MDBA) Northern Basin Advisory Committee, a former head of industry group Namoi Water and 
former advisor to independent federal and NSW MP Tony Windsor. Clements said the Barwon-Darling water-sharing plan change 
meant some irrigators were able to increase their legal water take and this had a potentially bigger impact than compliance issues, 
including cases of alleged water theft featured on Four Corners. “The bigger issue is the failure of the Murray Darling Basin 
Authority to review the 2012 Barwon-Darling water-sharing plan,” Clements told Guardian Australia. “They had legal obligation to 
review it and they didn’t look at it. “The NSW government changed the licence conditions and carry-over rules, which meant some 
irrigators were able to increase their legal take through increased reliability of access. 

 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/aug/02/murray-darling-basin-nsw-government-changes-
could-be-causing-water-loss 

 

 
Call for judicial inquiry into Murray-Darling scandal 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 02/08/17 
 

From Nature Conservation Council Five state and territory Conservation Councils are calling on Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to 
institute a judicial inquiry into the water management in the Murray-Darling Basin and the implementation of the Basin Plan in 
response to revelations by the ABC Four Corners program. The Prime Minister has ordered the Murray Darling Basin Authority to 
investigate allegations of maladministration and potential corruption raised in the Four Cornersprogram on July 24 titled ‘Pumped – 
Who is benefitting from the millions spent on the Murray Darling?’. The Conservation Councils have no confidence, however, the 
MDBA can conduct an adequate review, calling instead for a fully independent inquiry. (See letter attached) “Your announcement 
… that the Murray-Darling Basin Authority will lead an independent review into the allegations made in the program is seriously 
compromised,” the letter states. The letter goes on to say: “The close relationship of the National Party with the irrigation industry is 
a key concern for us. This relationship was exposed by recent public comments made by Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce in 
response to the Four Corners program. “The Conservation Councils are calling for a judicial inquiry into the water management in 
the Murray-Darling Basin and implementation of the Basin Plan  with the ability to call witnesses and provide protection for whistle 
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blowers. “The current and proposed membership of the MDBA board, under the watch of Minister for Agriculture and Water, 
Barnaby Joyce, is not a balanced representation of expertise and interests. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/briefs/call-for-judicial-inquiry-into-murray-darling-scandal/94087 

 

 
Daily Telegraph report uncovers a blatant rort of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan 
premier.sa.gov.au, Other, 02/08/17, Ian Hunter 
 

The front page of today's Daily Telegraph adds to the troubling claims about New South Wales' careless attitude toward the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. The story reports that: “A Nationals Minister is pushing Cabinet colleagues to change irrigation laws to 
retrospectively justify a decision by his department to give a major political donor and cotton farmer more rights over the precious 
Barwon-Darling River.” If these allegations are true, this is an appalling and blatant rort of a vital national water agreement, and 
requires further investigation. It now appears that New South Wales’ disregard for the Murray-Darling Basin Plan extends from the 
Department even into the State Government. The allegations of water theft that broke on Four Corners last week were clearly just 
the tip of the iceberg. There is now even more justification for an independent judicial inquiry into the claims that billions of litres of 
water were stolen from the river while some in the New South Wales government allowed it to happen. The New South Wales 
National Party wants to tear up the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. The man that the Prime Minister put in charge of the Basin Plan 
cares more about the irrigators than the river system. The reviews that have been commissioned so far are not good enough. The 
South Australia State Government continues its demand for a fully independent judicial inquiry – a demand echoed by the Federal 
Labor Party, the Greens, the Australian Conservatives and Senator Xenophon and his State colleagues. 

 

Read Item: https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/index.php/ian-hunters-news-releases/7849-daily-telegraph-report-uncovers-a-
blatant-rort-of-the-murray-darling-basin-plan 

 

 

Sky News Live, PM Agenda, 02/08/17, Ashleigh Gillon Continuing Interview with Nick Xenophon, Leader, Nick Xenophon Party. 
Gillon says that the government has ordered an independent review into the Murray-Darling Basin. She mentions that the NSW 
Government and the Auditor-General are also investigating the issue. She says  that Xenophon wants a full independent judicial 
review with the powers of a Royal Commission. She asks why Xenophon's review is necessary. Xenophon says it is necessary as 
they are talking about the health of the Murray-Darling Basin, the impact on river communities up and down the river, the 
allegations of water theft shown in the ABC Four Corners Program and the vulnerability of South Australians being at the tail-end of 
the river system. He mentions there are allegations made in the Daily Telegraph where issues of rigour and appropriateness of 
water allocations and how the taxpayer funds are being spent. He says it is alleged that only an independent judicial inquiry with 
the powers of a Royal Commission would be able to solve the problem as you could compel witnesses, protect whistleblowers and 
get the necessary documents available. [cont] 
 
 
 
ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 02/08/17, Michael Condon Pre-recorded interview with Noel Berkeley(*), an Oyster Farmer. 
Condon mentions that an oyster farmer has been left devastated by a major flooding four months ago when the remnants of ex-
Cyclone Debbie hit the region. He mentions the farmer is still sorting out his losses. Berkeley says the oysters were recovering 
from the flood rains they had from Cyclone Debbie but notes the oysters have been impacted by the second incident, causing 
major losses. He notes they had 100% loss in Pacific Oysters. He estimates they have lost around $300,000. He adds they are still 
in the process of recovering from the losses and notes it will take some time. 
 
 
 
ABC Illawarra, NSW Country Hour, 02/08/17, Michael Condon Pre-recorded interview with Chris Minns, NSW Shadow Minister 
for Water. Condon says the National Party NSW has been criticised in Parliament over allegations about donations to the party. He 
adds the Labor Party is calling for a full judicial inquiry into the Four Corners' water license story. Minns says the internal Matthews' 
inquiry does not have enough power to fully investigate the issue. Condon says he has been speaking with a number of former 
employees who want present evidence in the inquiry but were told they cannot do it since they are ex-employees. Minns notes it is 
a shocking revelation because the Minister for Rural Water gave them assurance that the inquiry would get to the bottom of water 
management practices under the National Party. He says if the Niall Blair will not take action on the matter, nothing will. Condon 
mentions there are reports Blair could be axed from the position. Minns talks about the featured story by the Daily Telegraph about 
Blair. He discusses the donations issues to the National Party and how the party responded to the allegations. He mentions Deputy 
Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce says the Four Corners report was nothing by a conspiracy. Condon wonders how the plan to reveal 
the donations received the party or the donations given to Kevin Humphries re-election fund. He talks about the role of ICAC on the 
issue. He talks about the argument and issues on Barwon-Darling and Menindee Lakes which were later revealed to be true and 
ongoing. He stresses irrigators from the Murray and Murrumbidgee have been contacting him regarding the water access in the 
area. Condon says the Minister has released a statement saying under advice from the DPI, Blair is sought to correct the error that 
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was identified in published regulations into water sharing. He adds an independent investigator Ken Matthews has been appointed 
to look at the matters of compliance and trading within the agreed water sharing plan. 
 
 
 
Energy 
 
 
 

 
Glencore: 7.7 minutes of power no energy solution 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 03/08/17, Angela Macdonald-Smith, page 13 
 

Glencore's most senior local executive has stepped up his attack on Australia's failing energy policy, calling for heavy industry to 
be excluded from clean energy measures and suggesting the country delay its Paris climate goals to rein in soaring energy prices. 
Global head of coal Peter Freyberg called for the Renewable Energy Target to be scrapped, as well as state-based renewables 
and emissions targets, warning that more plants will close and more jobs be lost if urgent action is not taken. "Either we intervene 
now to protect those businesses or we let them go - that's a government policy decision," Mr Freyberg said after an address in 
Sydney. "Unless something happens quickly those businesses will shut We're going nowhere with emissions reductions, we're just 
putting the Australian economy at risk." He castigated "irresponsible" state governments for announcing renewables and emissions 
targets without disclosing the true hit to power prices and jobs. Mr Freyberg also called for the "mythology" to be taken out of the 
affordability of renewables by requiring them to be linked with baseload so they can be turned on and off as required, and sounded 
a warning about "rhetoric" on battery storage. "The much-heralded proposed renewable lithium battery storage in South Australia 
of 129 megawatt-hours would power our aluminium smelter here in New South Wales for a grand total of 7.7 minutes," Mr 
Freyberg said. The comments represent a step up in his May warning that Australia has passed a "tipping point" in its energy crisis, 
with permanent economic damage to result unless baseload power was made affordable again within 12 months. Electricity prices 
have jumped more than 80 per cent for some businesses after the closure of the Hazelwood coal generator in March, while gas 
prices have also surged. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ka947796026 

Also displayed on the Australian Financial Review website 

 

 
Beer, power and Tony 
The Australian, General News, 03/08/17, James Jeffrey, page 11 
 

Shortly before his now regular on-air chat with Tony Abbott, Sydney 2GB's Ben Fordham lifted listeners' expectations even higher 
with the news Abbott had been to the Coopers Brewery in South Australia. 'I've got my finger on the dump button in case he's had 
too many beers,' he said. Alas the humble yet energetic backbencher assured all he had necked only a single froth. This left him 
sufficiently energised to hold forth on the importance of not breaching faith with the electorate (one day this idea may catch on), 
and the need for police to clear the homeless and their tents out of Sydney's Martin Place, a program of expulsion that ought to 
start with politeness and escalate to "great vigour, if necessary". No taking the seminary out of Tony! But there was time to talk 
about beer and the danger of Greens ideology getting in the way of honest business. As Abbott tweeted earlier from the brewery: 
"Coopers is an iconic Australian business that needs affordable reliable power." Quite so. In fact, Coopers has its own power plant. 
It was commissioned in 2003 and its creator, AGL, is certainly proud, explaining on its website: "The facility produces 4.4MW of 
electricity and generates up to 21 tonnes of steam per hour. Up to 2MW of electricity is supplied to the brewery and the excess 
electricity is exported to the grid." Then there's this: "The Cogeneration Facility will reduce overall greenhouse gas emissions by up 
to 2613 tonnes per annum." And almost as if to ensure the member for Warringah's peace of mind, this: "Increased production by 
providing Coopers with certainty of electricity supply." 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ka947796028 

 

 
Green in decline as gas rises 
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 03/08/17, Daniel Wills, page 6 
 

Green energy's share of the SA power pie will shrink over the year, as gas-fired electricity stations are used to cover the closure of 
a brown coal-fired plant in Victoria. Budget documents predict renewable energy to drop from 49 per cent in the past year to 44 per 
cent of the state's production in 2017-18. Treasurer Tom Koutsantonis said while the overall amount of green energy production 
would rise, it was expected to be outpaced by an even bigger expansion in the amount of gas-fired electricity. Mr Koutsantonis said 
the decline in SA's green energy use was linked to the shutdown of the massive Hazelwood power station in Victoria. The plant 
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closed earlier this year and provided about 25 per cent of the state's supply. SA and Victoria are linked in the national market. "We 
are actually producing more renewable energy, but a lot more gas as well," he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ts947796030 

 

 
Dump to power 1800 homes 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business News, 03/08/17, Renato Castello, page 29 
 

A rubbish dump in Adelaide's north will become a renewable power plant using landfill gas and solar power to generate enough 
energy to power 1800 homes in what has been touted as an Australian first. A 11,000-panel solar farm will be installed at Uleybury 
Landfill in a multimillion-dollar investment which will involve construction of a plant to capture and reprocess landfill gas into 
renewable energy. The project, a partnership between SA-based Joule Energy and landfill owner Northern Adelaide Waste 
Management Authority (NAWMA), is expected to save 24 million litres of water each year and prevent 63,500 tonnes of carbon 
being emitted into the atmosphere annually. Joule Energy chief executive Stuart Glenn said it was the first time in Australia that a 
solar farm and landfill gas energy plant had been combined to create a renewable energy source. "This is a good news story in that 
we are maximising what would otherwise be a relatively unusable part of land," he said, adding there were others in the planning 
stages in SA and across Australia. He said the landfill renewable gas generator at Edinburgh is expected to begin producing 
electricity by the end of the year with the 1.15MW solar farm to follow shortly thereafter. "Landfill gas is a base load 24/7 generator 
. . . and it's technology used (in Australia) for many, many years, we are now augmenting that with solar," he said. "The landfill gas 
generation is under construction as we speak and the solar is well advanced." NAWMA said the location of the solar farm had been 
selected to ensure there was minimal disturbance to the "visual amenity" of the area. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ts947796032 

 

 
Coal fuels Glencore purchase 
The Australian, Other, 02/08/17, Matt Chambers 
 

Glencore's most senior Australia-based executive Peter Freyberg said growing Asian demand for coal was behind the company's 
decision to pay $US1.4 billion ($1.76bn) for a 49 per cent stake in the Rio Tinto-operated Hunter Valley Operations coal complex in 
NSW. The Glencore move was part of a deal with Yancoal Australia, which has agreed to pay $US2.69bn for all of Rio’s Australian 
coal assets. “The economics of coal-based electricity are undeniable and it is one of the few energy sources capable of supplying 
secure and reliable baseload energy for Asian economies, which continue to urbanise and industrialise,” Mr Freyberg told an 
Australian British Chamber of Commerce lunch in Sydney yesterday. “This provides our business with an investment opportunity 
and Glencore is well placed to meet growing coal demand in the Asian economies.” But he took a dig at Adani’s controversial plans 
to build the Carmichael mine in Queensland’s Galilee Basin. He said Glencore’s preference was for investing in brownfield 
opportunities that were “clearly economic” rather than “considerably more risky ventures that rely on taxpayer subsidies”. Mr 
Freyberg said Australia, with coal rivalling iron ore as its biggest export at current prices, should play a leading role in promoting 
higher energy, lower emissions plants and carbon capture and storage. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/02/cb362f53-00f4-47ac-9828-497ea860e851.html 

 

 
Future gas supply needs long-term solution 
utilitymagazine.com.au, Other, 02/08/17 
 

The Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association (APPEA) has warned that restricting gas exports to boost 
domestic supply is likely to be counterproductive. APPEA Chief Executive, Dr Malcolm Roberts, said the government’s proposed 
Australian Domestic Gas Security Mechanism (ADGSM) was a short-term fix and not a long-term solution. The Government has 
confirmed it has begun the formal process to consider whether the ADGSM will be required to restrict Queensland liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) exports for 2018. But Dr Roberts warned export restrictions risked exacerbating the problem they were meant to solve. 
“The industry has tripled east coast gas production in the past five years, creating an entirely new supply from coal seam gas,” Dr 
Roberts said. “This is despite the political restrictions and bans imposed by some state and territory governments. “We 
acknowledge the critical importance of gas in the Australian economy and support the need for more gas in the domestic market, 
but restricting a successful export industry is not the answer. “Export controls are a sovereign risk issue for Australia, threatening 
the $50 billion in new investment needed to maintain current supply. Restricting exports will only redistribute existing gas supply – 
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it will not deliver new supply. “The only sustainable solution to the challenges facing the east coast gas market is more gas supply. 
The government should be working with industry on regulatory reforms that reduce the cost of developing new supply. 

 

Read Item: http://www.utilitymagazine.com.au/future-gas-supply-needs-long-term-solution/ 

 

 
 
Sky Business News, Trading Day, 02/08/17, Leanne Jones Live coverage of Peter Freyberg, Glencore speaking at a Australian 
British Chamber of Commerce event. Freyberg says he will discuss the future of coal, energy policy in Australia and Glencore's 
business in Australia. He states that at 9 p.m. last night, 86% of NSW's energy was generated by coal, 5% by gas, 7% by hydro 
and 2% by renewables. Freyberg says coal provides constant baseload power. He describes how developing nations will see 
substantial energy usage growth into the future, and Asia continues as the epicentre of energy growth worldwide. Freyberg says 
coal is playing a large role in the Asian energy mix, as well as worldwide. He states that oil, gas and coal still play a significant role 
in the worldwide energy mix following the Paris agreement, saying that fossil fuels still play this role because this is what the global 
economy at best can afford. Freyberg says the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh has seen much political discussion surrounding public 
demand for 24/7 electricity, which is a key issue India-wide and raises questions of how this energy supply can be achieved. He 
adds that recent modelling has found the achievement of holding global warming under two degrees would cost the global 
economy 2% of GDP for the rest of the century, which rises to 5% without carbon capture and storage. Freyberg says in this 
scenario, nuclear doesn't make a major global contribution and wind and solar aren't cost-effective and only provide 4% or 5% of 
the global energy mix. He predicts that biomass will be used together with coal as a renewable form of energy over the next two 
decades. Freyberg says that coal rivals iron ore as Australia's biggest export revenue earner, employs many people and 
contributes to the NSW and Qld economies. He states that policy paralysis on energy, carbon, economic reform and workplace 
relations reform alongside increasing costs and regulatory red tape has seriously eroded investment confidence in Australia. 
Freyberg says a decade of poorly-designed and uncoordinated energy policy in Australia has led to an energy crisis, including a 
failure to plan for and replace baseload capacity and changing climate change policy, disproportionate subsidies for renewables. 
He adds that increasing power prices for homes and businesses are unsustainable. Freyberg says those talking loudest about 
eliminating coal are doing very well from coal at the moment. Freyberg says it is irresponsible for State Governments to announce 
renewable energy targets without disclosing the cost impact of energy prices on households and businesses. Freyberg says he 
also wants to address the rhetoric around battery storage capability, which is designed to mitigate potential system outages and 
the proposed lithium battery storage in SA would power their aluminium smelter facility in NSW for 7.7minutes. Freyberg says we 
have heavy industry in NSW and Queensland that makes huge contributions to our economy, but electricity is becoming 
unaffordable for the sector. Freyberg says manufacturing employs an estimated 800,000 people in Australia, and there has been a 
5% drop in employment levels. Freyberg says we must differentiate between mining and energy intensive industry assets, such as 
aluminium smelters and copper refineries, saying their facilities in Townsville and Mount Isa make up an important link in the 
supply chain for Queensland. Freyberg says they are ready and willing to find a resolution to the current energy crisis. 
 
 
 
Sky News Live, PVO News Day, 02/08/17, Peter van Onselen Live cross to Malcolm Turnbull, PM. Turnbull discusses the 
investigation into the terror plot and raids last week in Sydney. He then comments on NAPLAN results, noting that the reform they 
are undertaking is big. He says Gonski 2.0 is all about targeting the spending on education. He also comments on WA education 
funding, noting they had an unfair deal from the previous Labor government. He also comments on the same-sex marriage debate, 
noting the Liberal Party policy remains a plebiscite. He says Bill Shorten is playing politics with the issue. He also comments on the 
GST share for Western Australia, noting that there is a problem, and both he and previous PM Tony Abbott have provided top up 
funding. He says Mark McGowan, WA Premier, has a responsibility to take the issue up with Shorten and the Labor states, noting 
they are the biggest opponents to changing the GST formula. He then comments on federal funding for wave energy projects in the 
Albany area and the wider community. He notes the resources available through ARENA and the Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation to support projects such as this. 

Also prospected for Clean Energy Finance Corporation and Australian Renewable Energy Agency  

 
 
 
Environmental Standards Division 
 
 
 

Noble challenge to Yancoal plan 
Australian Financial Review, Companies and Markets, 03/08/17, Matthew Stevens, page 1 

 

Noble Group is reviewing its legal protections after confirmation Yancoal Australia plans to raise SUS2.5 billion in new equity to 
fund its hotly contested, company-changing $2.45 billion ($3.14 billion) acquisition of Coal & Allied from Rio Tinto. From the 
moment Yancoal was confirmed as the future owner of Rio's Hunter Valley coal legacy, the multiple-billion question was always 
going to be whether managers of China's Australian coal vanguard would be able to manage its noxious minority owner in Hong 
Kong. Given the obviously fragile state of Yancoal's balance sheet, its ambitions were always going to be funded by a rights issue. 
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But, given Noble's increasingly existential financial woes, the Glencore mini-me was obviously never going to be able to afford 
whatever it was going to cost to maintain its 13 per cent stake in China Inc's ambitious and wildly indebted coal outpost. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ts947796034 

 

 
State changes planning law 
Australian Financial Review, Property, 03/08/17, Michael Bleby, page 30 

 

NSW Planning and Housing Minister Anthony Roberts has introduced a legislative amendment to the state's Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act that he said would give certainty around $8 billion of investment that was under assessment or 
recently approved. The amendment was necessary after a recent Court of Appeal decision in relation to the Walsh Bay Arts 
Precinct development application required more than one subsequent development application for staged development 
applications and that a full assessment of construction-related impacts would now need to be undertaken at the concept stage, Mr 
Roberts said. The amendment would allow consenting authorities to determine the most appropriate time to assess construction 
impacts, either in part, at the concept stage and more fully at the second stage, or at stage two where all the details and likely 
impacts are fully known, he said. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0ts947796036 

 

 
Yancoal investor Noble to raise red flag over $3bn raising to fund coal assets 
The Australian, Business News, 03/08/17, Bridget Carter and Scott Murdoch, page 18 

 

Yancoal's major shareholder Noble Group will lodge an objection to the miner's $US2.5 billion ($3.1bn) capital raising with the 
Takeovers Panel in the next few days. Yancoal shares dropped nearly 36 per cent yesterday after the tightly held company 
revealed long-held plans to carry out the capital raising to fund its purchase of Rio Tinto's Coal and Allied businesses in the Hunter 
Valley. Noble Group, the Singapore-listed trading group, holds 13.2 per cent in Yancoal and faces dilution of its stake if it fails to 
participate in the rights issue. DataRoom understands that Noble Group and its advisers, Clayton Utz, intend to lodge an objection 
to the raising to the Takeovers Panel as early as today. It will not be the first time the two parties have been before the panel. 
Noble Group and Hong Kong hedge fund Senrigan Capital objected to Yancoal's planned $2.3bn convertible notes issue. The 
panel ruled in favour of Noble and Senrigan at the time. Noble is expected to state that its interests as a minority investor in 
Yancoal are being oppressed by the $US2.5bn rights issue. Under the new deal released yesterday, Yancoal will carry out a 23.6 
for 1 pro-rata renounceable rights issue to raise $US2.35bn. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0pc947796038 

 

 
Coal fuels Glencore purchase 
The Australian, Business News, 03/08/17, Matt Chambers, page 26 

 

Glencore's most senior Australia-based executive Peter Freyberg said growing Asian demand for coal was behind the company's 
decision to pay $US1.4 billion ($1.76bn) for a 49 per cent stake in the Rio Tintooperated Hunter Valley Operations coal complex in 
NSW. The Glencore move was part of a deal with Yancoal Australia, which has agreed to pay $US2.69bn for all of Rio's Australian 
coal assets. "The economics of coal-based electricity are undeniable and it is one of the few energy sources capable of supplying 
secure and reliable baseload energy for Asian economies, which continue to urbanise and industrialise," Mr Freyberg told an 
Australian British Chamber of Commerce lunch in Sydney yesterday. "This provides our business with an investment opportunity 
and Glencore is well placed to meet growing coal demand in the Asian economies." But he took a dig at Adani's controversial plans 
to build the Carmichael mine in Queensland's Galilee Basin. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0pc947796040 

 

 
Court finds coal mine invalid 
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Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 03/08/17, Peter Hannam, page 2 

 

Environment groups say they have scored a 'massive victory' against coal mining in Sydney's water catchment area after the NSW 
Court of Appeal found that consent should not have been granted to a mine near Lithgow. Centennial Coal's Springvale mine was 
granted a 13-year extension in 2015 by the Baird government, even though the mine was discharging millions of litres of untreated 
waste water directly into the Coxs River. The river is the second largest source of water for the Warragamba Dam, which supplies 
most of Sydney's drinking water. 4Nature, an environment group, challenged the extension's approval, arguing it was in clear 
conflict with the 2011 State Environmental Planning Policy requiring any development in the catchment to have a neutral or 
beneficial effect on water quality. The Appeals Court result on Wednesday overturned an earlier rejection by the Land and 
Environmental Court, and now requires the parties to make submissions about the mine's fate. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yu947796042 

 

 
Yancoal plans $2.5b raising for Rio mines 
Sydney Morning Herald, Business News, 03/08/17, Perry Williams, page 21 

 

China-backed Yancoal Australia will raise $US2.5 billion ($3.1 billion) in equity to fund the purchase of Rio Tinto Group's Australian 
coal assets, with its parent Yanzhou Coal Mining Co tipping in $1 billion. Under the arrangement announced on Tuesday, 
Glencore, which will jointly operate some of Rio's Coal & Allied operations in the Hunter Valley with Yancoal, will contribute $300 
million. Under the arrangement announced on Tuesday, Glencore, which will jointly operate some of Rio's Coal & Allied operations 
in the Hunter Valley with Yancoal, will contribute $300 million. Two Chinese investment groups, China Cinda Asset Management 
Co and Shandong Lucion Investment Holdings Group Co, have committed to a further $1 billion in the entitlement offer. "The 
strategic acquisition of Coal & Allied will redefine our position within the global coal marketplace and strengthen Yancoal Australia 
for the future," Yancoal Chairman Xiyong Li said on Wednesday. Investors in Yancoal responded to the news by wiping 35.9 per 
cent from its share price taking it to 25 cents when it emerged from a four-day trading halt. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0yu947796044 

Also displayed in the Age and the Canberra Times. 

 

 
Salmon farms to cast net North 
Hobart Mercury, General News, 03/08/17, Blair Richards, page 1 

 

Fish farming looks set to be expanded to Tasmania's far North-West in what has emerged as a landmark day for the aquaculture 
industry. In a series of major developments on fish farming over the past 24 hours: THE State Government announced a new 'grow 
zone' around Circular Head and King Island under a soon-to-be released Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0dx947796050 

 
Big day for fish farmers 
Hobart Mercury, Editorials, 03/08/17, Any Measure, page 16 

Yesterday was a landmark day for the state's aquaculture industry. The State Government announced, under its soon-to-be-
unveiled and fairly wordy Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan, that the North-West and King Island had been identified as 
potentially favourable for fish farming. Petuna Aquaculture has indicated it wants to explore salmon farming near Three Hummock 
Island in the new grow zone. Tassal received the final approval it needed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act to start putting fish in the water at Okehampton Bay. Tassal was named the No. 2 aquaculture 
business in the world for transparent corporate, social and environmental reporting according to seafood industry analyst Seafood 
Intelligence's Transparency Benchmarking Report. Environment Tasmania described the Tassal EPBC approval as evidence of 
"broken" environmental regulation and is looking at legal avenues to challenge the decision. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mp947796052 

 

 
Animal tests slip through loophole 
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Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 03/08/17, Sheradyn Holderhead, page 17 

 

Cosmetics outlawed in other countries for being tested on animals could still be sold in Australia under the Federal Government's 
proposed ban, the Health Department concedes. The ban will only prohibit animal test data being used to prove the safety of 
chemicals used "solely" for cosmetics, which animal welfare groups say makes up only about 10 per cent of the ingredients 
used.  A department spokeswoman could not provide assurance that a product outlawed in the European Union would be available 
on the Australian market under the ban. "It is highly unlikely that a cosmetic product could be introduced into Australia that would 
be banned in the EU," she said. "The Australian ban for the evaluation of cosmetic ingredients involving the use of data from 
toxicology tests using animals that is set out in the Industrial Chemicals Bill 2017 aligns with the position of the EU as much as 
possible, taking account of the differences between the EU and Australian regulatory systems." The Coalition unveiled the policy 
before last year's election, planning to ban any products tested on animals, or with ingredients that have been tested on animals, 
from July. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0mp947796054 

 

 
$3bn sought for coal deal 
Adelaide Advertiser, Business News, 03/08/17, Christian Edwards, page 35 

 

Yancoal is seeking $US2.5 billion ($3.1 billion) from investors to fund its 'strategically compelling' purchase of Coal & Allied from 
Rio Tinto. Yancoal won a bidding war with Glencore in June to secure Coal & Allied and yesterday announced details of a 23.6-for-
one renounceable rights offer and a share placement to strategic investors to fund the deal. Rio knocked back a $US2.5 billion 
offer from Glencore for the coal assets in NSW's Hunter Valley and recommended the Yancoal bid that will ensure Rio at least five 
years of $US240 million in royalty payments. Yancoal chairman Xiyong Li said yesterday the acquisition, totalling $US2.69 billion, 
would redefine the company's position in the global coal marketplace and transform Yancoal into Australia's largest pure-play coal 
producer. "The strategic acquisition of Coal & Allied will redefine our position within the global coal marketplace and strengthen 
Yancoal Australia for the future," Mr Li said. The rights offer is priced at US10c a new share - a steep discount from the 39c 
Yancoal shares last traded at on the Australian share market before going into a trading halt on July 27. 

 

Read Item: http://www.mediaportal.com/0iz947796056 

 

 
Antibiotics in salmon: Tassal quadruples amount, rivals reduce or eliminate use 
Canberra Times, Other, 03/08/17,  

 

Only one salmon producer in Australia – Tassal – has increased its use of antibiotics, new figures show, as calls grow for farmers 
to limit their use of the drugs to stop the rise of superbugs. Tassal, Australia's biggest salmon company, quadrupled its use of 
antibiotics between 2012-13 and 2015-16, despite promising to phase them out and its rivals dramatically reducing their reliance 
on the medicines over the same period. According to its latest sustainability report, it fed 301 kilograms of antibiotics in total, up by 
443 per cent, or 9.8 grams per tonne of fish, up by 353 per cent, on the figures three years prior. "Over the past 15 years, antibiotic 
use has fallen dramatically in salmon farming worldwide and in Tasmania," a Tassal spokesman said. "Antibiotic use now may 
fluctuate from year to year depending if fish require treatment." 

 

Read Item: http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/health/antibiotics-in-salmon-tassal-quadruples-amount-rivals-
reduce-or-eliminate-use-20170803-gxm5ms.html 

 

 
Can a bottle deposit scheme improve recycling? 
Adelaide Now, Other, 03/08/17,  

 

Bottle deposit schemes can improve recycling rates, while putting money back in your pocket! Courtesy: Clean Up Australia. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/adelaidenow.com.au/2017/08/02/f4b3df5f-0392-4781-a4e4-319bbdec1132.html 
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Expanded Plans for Okehampton Bay Still Without Support 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

The expanded plans and greenwash of Tassal's fish farm operations in Okehampton Bay won't convince East Coast residents, or 
the wider Tasmanian community. This fish farm, backed in by Labor and the Liberals, isn’t wanted. Additional mussels and 
seaweed around the pens in Okehampton Bay won’t mitigate the impacts of this industrial operation on the local community, 
recreational and commercial fishers, and the tourism industry. The fish farm expansion into East Coast waters will have a lasting 
effect on the marine environment, no matter how Tassal or the government spins it. The Greens encourage all scientific research 
into mitigating the damage of intensive fish farms on the marine environment.  These trials, however, need to be undertaken in 
places where there is community support, not in waters that are highly valued by locals and other industries. The East Coast 
community will be appalled to hear the Federal Liberal Government has refused to refer Tassal’s Okehampton Bay operations for 
EPBC Act assessment. It’s impossible to understand how fish farm operations at Okehampton Bay can be deemed compliant 
without an assessment of their impacts on threatened species. 

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/pr-article/expanded-plans-for-okehampton-bay-still-without-support/ 

 

 
Salmon producer Tassal gets federal approval for Okehampton Bay fish farm 
ABC Online, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

A controversial fish farm on Tasmania's east coast has been given federal approval to start operating, drawing the ire of 
conservationists and some politicians. Salmon will start going into the water at Okehampton Bay this month after aquaculture giant 
Tassal was given the final green light by the Commonwealth under its Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act. Environmentalists have argued the company's plans to farm 800,000 fish in 28 pens in the bay will threaten whales in 
the area. But the Federal Environment Department has cleared the farm to operate, as long as it follows certain measures. Barbara 
McGregor from Tassal said the requirements were similar to those expected at its other sites. "It's around ensuring when it comes 
to animals, such as whales, that we are well equipped to know if they're in the area, well in advance," she said. "So sonar 
detection, making sure that we're conscious with noise levels, which we are across all of our operations." 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-02/tassal-gets-federal-approval-for-okehampton-bay-fish-farm/8768330 

 

 
Salmon farm grow zone in Tas northwest 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Ethan James 

 

Federal government approval of the controversial Tassal fish farm on Tasmania's east coast may be met with legal action from 
conservationists. The Okehampton Bay farm, slated to operate at a capacity of 800,000 fish, was granted environmental approval 
on Wednesday though the Environmental Protection and Biodviersity Conversation (EPBC) process. Tassal is hoping to have fish 
in the water by the end of August in what they say is the biggest eco-aquaculture site in the nation. It plans to also grow and 
harvest seaweed near the 28 underwater pens to reduce potentially damaging nitrogen levels in the water. Environment Tasmania 
says the farm is too close to the calving grounds of endangered southern right whales and has flagged legal action against the 
EPBC's decision. 

 

Read Item: https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/36581713/salmon-farm-grow-zone-in-tas-northwest/ 

 

 
'Like putting McDonald's in charge of childhood obesity': SodaStream slams plan to give new plastic bottle deposit 
contract to Coca-Cola – despite the company campaigning AGAINST the new 20 cent tax 
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Daniel Peters For Daily Mail Australia 

 

SodaStream says handing Coca-Cola a contract for a new plastic bottle deposit scheme is 'like putting McDonald's in charge of 
tackling childhood obesity'. Coca-Cola Amatil is one of a handful of major beverage companies that will oversee the industry joint 
venture - dubbed Exchange for Change - despite campaigning against the 20 cent tax for years. SodaStream Australia Managing 
Director, Mark Fenton, said the NSW Government was 'deluded' for giving the contract to 'Australia's most prolific polluter'. 'Clearly, 
Coca-Cola has just pulled off the biggest environmental heist in history,' Mr Fenton said in a statement provided to Daily Mail 
Australia. 'This is the same company who lobbied against a container deposit scheme and is now it's in charge of running it.' The 
drink container deposit scheme, which is expected to go live in NSW from December this year, aims to halve the number of bottles 
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and cans thrown away in parks, beaches and waterways. Under the scheme anyone who hands in eligible drink bottle containers 
at designated sites across the state would get a 10 cent refund. 

 

Read Item: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4752374/SodaStream-slams-Coca-Cola-container-deposit-scheme.html 

 

 
TOMRA to operate NSW container deposit scheme 
The Fifth Estate, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

Global sensor-based solutions provider TOMRA, and Australian waste management company Cleanaway, have been appointed 
as the network operator for a new container deposit scheme in New South Wales (NSW), Australia. NSW environment minister 
Gabrielle Upton announced the new scheme, which will see approximately 800 reverse vending machines installed across the 
state, contributing to its litter volume reduction target of 40% by 2020. Environment minister Upton says: “This is the biggest 
initiative to tackle litter in the state’s history and it will make a massive difference to the amount of rubbish on our streets, parks and 
waterways right across NSW.” The initiative will provide customers with a 10 cent refund in exchange for bottles and cans, which 
can be donated to charity, used as credit in store or redeemed for cash. TOMRA’s president and chief executive Stefan Ranstrand 
says: “We are proud to be the preferred partner and to be part of a world class container deposit scheme in New South Wales. As 
part of the partnership, TOMRA will provide technology, software and carry the investment for the technology, while Cleanaway will 
deliver the logistics, sorting of collected material and act as broker for the related commodities. Stefan Ranstrand adds: “We are 
very happy to enter into this partnership with Cleanaway, the leading waste management company in Australia. Our two 
companies are a great fit and together we are providing our core competencies into the role of network operator. 

 

Read Item: http://www.thefifthestate.com.au/briefs/tomra-to-operate-nsw-container-deposit-scheme/94084 

 

 
Federal Government repeats the mistakes of Macquarie Harbour... 
Tasmanian Times, Other, 02/08/17, Okehampton Bay Salmon 

 

Greens spokesperson for Healthy Oceans, Peter Whish-Wilson provides the following comments on the green-lighting of the 
Tassal salmon farm at Okehampton Bay. Senator Whish-Wilson said, “I’m bitterly disappointed, but not surprised, that the federal 
Liberal Government has chosen to stand by Will Hodgman in an election year, and refused to do a full environmental feasibility 
study on the the Tassal Okehampton Bay expansion. “This is the same Liberal government that wants to give foreign coal barons 
tax-payers money to help build the biggest coal mine in the world, lobbied to prevent the Great Barrier Reef being put on the List of 
World Heritage in Danger, and is actively promoting the culling of protected and endangered marine species like the Great White 
Shark against our international treaty obligations. “Given the mess that the Hodgman government has created in regulating 
Macquarie Harbour, why would anyone trust them to get it right in pristine coastal areas like East Coast Tasmania? “Tasmanians 
don’t want our beautiful marine environment to be surrounded by rings of industrial fish farms, and they don’t want big companies 
calling the shots in our parliaments. “Given the dire scientific forecasts of warming water impacts on in-shore fish farms in 
Tasmania, if Liberal and Labor cared about our communities and the future of the salmon industry and its workers, they would be 
actively investing in research and development to move aquaculture far offshore, or onto closed loop land-based structures. 

 

Read Item: http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/pr-article/federal-government-repeats-the-mistakes-of-macquarie-
harbour-/ 

 

 
Government approves Tasmanian fish farm 
Yahoo! 7 Finance, Other, 02/08/17, AAP 

 

A Tassal fish farm on Tasmania's east coast has been given the green light by the Australian government despite concerns from 
conservationists. The Okehampton Bay farm, slated to operate at a capacity of 800,000 fish, was granted approval though the 
Environmental Protection and Biodviersity Conversation (EPBC) process on Wednesday. Tassal say the farm is the first eco-
aquaculture site of its size in the country. It plans to grow and farm seaweed alongside the 28 pens to reduce nitrogen levels in the 
water. "It will form part of a broader integrated multi-trophic farm, which reduces environmental impact through the growth of 
shared species in shared spaces," Tassal senior manager Barbara McGregor said. But it has attracted criticism from Environment 
Tasmania, who say it is too close to the breeding grounds of endangered southern right whales. The group has flagged legal action 
against the EPBC's decision. "We will be reviewing their decision closely, with the assistance of our lawyers," ET strategy director 

RELE
ASED U

NDER FREEDOM O
F IN

FORMATIO
N



Laura Kelly said. Meanwhile, salmon farming could be expanded into the state's northwest waters including around King Island 
under a plan to be released by the state government. 

 

Read Item: https://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/government-approves-tasmanian-fish-farm-052355367.html 

 

 
Fish farm expansion earmarked for Circular Head region in Tasmania's north-west 
ABC Online, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

The Tasmanian Government has said it is expecting strong community support for the introduction of fish farming to the state's far 
north west. Offshore areas around Circular Head and King Island have been identified as possible "grow zones" in the 
Government's yet-to-be released Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan. Primary Industries Minister Jeremy Rockliff said it was 
an enormous opportunity for the area. "This is a region that values resource-based industries, values agriculture, values the fishing 
industry, values aquaculture and I know values jobs in rural and regional Tasmania," he said. Mr Rockliff said a strong regulatory 
framework was in place to make sure the state's natural resources were looked after. "There is resource for everyone, tourism and 
aquaculture can, have done and will continue to co-exist," he said. Petuna Aquaculture has been granted an environmental 
monitoring permit to explore future salmon farming near Three Hummock Island. Petuna's acting chief executive, David Wood, said 
the expansion would result in about 50 jobs in the region. 

 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-02/tasmania-fish-farm-expansion-earmarked-for-north-west/8767052 

 

 
Editorial: Big day for fish farmers 
The Mercury, Other, 02/08/17,  

 

By any measure, yesterday was a landmark day for the state’s aquaculture industry. The State Government announced, under its 
soon-to-be-unveiled and fairly wordy Sustainable Salmon Industry Growth Plan, that the North-West and King Island had been 
identified as potentially favourable for fish farming. Petuna, it said, had expressed a desire to look at areas near Three Hummock 
Island. The Government said the expansion would build on jobs and support a North-West region which had been hit hard in recent 
times, especially by the impending closure of Murray Goulburn’s Edith Creek plant. On the same day, Tassal announced it had 
received the final tick of approval under the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, which will 
enable it to start putting fish in the water at Okehampton Bay. In the same breath, it was named the No. 2 aquaculture business in 
the world for transparent corporate, social and environmental reporting, according to seafood industry analyst Seafood 
Intelligence’s Transparency Benchmarking Report. Meanwhile, on the other side of the debate, a Michelin-starred chef, East Coast 
winemakers and an oyster farmer joined a protest at the site of the Okehampton Bay fish farm and Environment Tasmania and the 
Greens hit back at the decision to allow fish farming. It was a lot to take in. 

 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/themercury.com.au/2017/08/03/6320a547-8ccb-426f-b5f5-a58edb5beaf6.html 

 

 
Opponents to fight Tasmanian salmon farm approval 
The Australian, Other, 02/08/17, Matthew Denholm 

 

Legal challenges and protests are expected to follow federal government approval yesterday of a $30 million salmon farm on 
Tasmania’s east coast. The Environment and Energy Department approved Tassal Group’s plan to farm 800,000 salmon in 28 
pens in Okehampton Bay, near Maria Island, without requiring a full environmental impact assessment.  However, the department 
imposed conditions aimed at protecting southern right whales, including requiring all boats to use navigational sonar. “The decision 
is supported by independent environmental advice and follows ... public consultation,” said Environment Minister Josh Frydenberg. 
Environment Tasmania was consulting its lawyers and a legal challenge is thought likely, potentially including an injunction to 
prevent Tassal’s moves to begin placing fish in the water. Entrepreneur Graeme Wood and former Greens leader Bob Brown are 
among those who made submissions against Tassal’s plans, arguing the company’s federal referral document was deeply flawed. 
Tassal yesterday sought to placate opponents, offering to take them on a tour of the site and highlighting its joint ventures to grow 
native seaweed and to harvest and farm a pest sea urchin, as well as mussels, under an “eco-aquaculture” trial. “Seaweed can 
both absorb excess nutrients and create a valuable co-product (for human food and nutraceuticals),” said Tassal senior manager 
Barbara McGregor. Environment Tasmania strategy director Laura Kelly said the trials would not come close to addressing 
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concerns about the waste from the 800,000 salmon. “The tiny amount (of seaweed) they have there will be as useless as tits on a 
bull when it comes to 920 tonnes of (fish) faeces a year,” she said. 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/02/acb2fcb4-e3a6-4ad8-ae68-024ab0251abc.html 

Yancoal to raise $3.1bn for Coal & Allied deal 
The Australian, Other, 02/08/17, Bridget Carter 

Yancoal is seeking $US2.5 billion ($3.1bn) from investors to fund its “strategically compelling” purchase of Coal & Allied from 
mining giant Rio Tinto. The raising comes at a tough time for coalminers given some investment funds and financial institutions 
have been shifting funds away from the sector. The raising is by way of a 23.6-for-one renounceable entitlement offer with rights 
trading, with shares issued at US10c each. This is a steep discount from the 39c Yancoal shares last traded at before going into a 
trading halt on July 27. Yancoal said it would also place shares with strategic investors to raise $US150 million, and use cash and 
loans to complete funding of the deal. “The continued expansion of Yancoal via the acquisition of Coal & Allied provides new 
investment opportunities for existing shareholders and third parties looking to support the growth of the Australian resources 
sector,” Yancoal chairman Li Xiyong said. JPMorgan and Morgan Stanley are joint global co-ordinators of the raising. It comes 
after the listed Yancoal agreed to buy Coal & Allied for $US2.69bn from Rio Tinto, a business comprising coalmines, land and a 
coal terminal on Australia’s east coast. 

Read Item: http://online.isentialink.com/theaustralian.com.au/2017/08/02/ce066ba8-defa-4706-8d1d-07e2741a5f0f.html 

Wheatstone workers protest ‘offensive' manager 
West Australian, Other, 02/08/17, Peter Williams 

Workers at Chevron’s Wheatstone LNG site have accused project manager Bechtel of poor leadership over its handling of 
incidents of alleged inappropriate workplace behaviour. The Australian Manufacturing Workers Union said about 260 Bechtel 
employees had signed a petition saying they had no faith in a manager’s ability to organise and manage workers on his shift. The 
move followed a July 18 meeting at Wheatstone to air their grievances. The document said the manager had been unprofessional 
and offensive while addressing workers twice in the previous week. “The leadership must expect a higher standard and lead by 
example, and in this case both are sadly lacking,” the petition said. The union said Bechtel had told workers to lodge individual 
complaints through its dispute process. It’s believed the complainants were wary of retribution if they went through that process. 
The petition nominated the AMWU to represent the workers. Bechtel, a US multinational engineering company, said it had not 
received the petition but had dealt with the matter. “Bechtel takes all matters of this nature very seriously and is committed to 
promptly and confidentially investigating all complaints brought to our attention,” a spokeswoman said. “On this particular occasion, 
a thorough investigation was conducted and appropriate action has been taken. Bechtel declined to say what that action was, 
citing staff confidentiality. 

Read Item: https://thewest.com.au/business/energy/wheatstone-workers-protest-offensive-manager-ng-b88555280z 

Taking on Adani is not just about climate change. It's taking back power from corporate plutocracy 
Guardian Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Sebastian Job 

That’s what Adani’s proposed Carmichael coalmine in Queensland’s Galilee Basin has been having. Maybe they need a theme 
song. Here, with a nod to the Man in Black, is a line to get them started: Well we shot a reef in Queensland, just to watch it 
die.  Those driving the Carmichael mine have had plenty of time to learn the climate change basics. They know coal has the 
highest carbon dioxide content of all fossil fuels. They know a large majority of climate scientists have identified rising 
concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere as the major driver of global warming in the modern era. They know that 
extracting the bulk of existing global fossil fuel reserves is considered, by everyone from doctors to military commanders and the 
Davos economic elite, to spell calamity for human life on Earth. Australian politicians will also have noticed that corals, like glaciers 
and the carbon and methane trapping permafrost, are highly temperature sensitive. So they know coral bleaching is another neon 
warning sign that the global climate catastrophe is underway. Except, of course, that the warning sign is no longer neon. It is bone 
white. Courtesy of lethal coral bleaching the Great Barrier Reef is being redeveloped as a 2,300 kilometer long offshore cemetery. 
To add to the melancholy picture, public money used to build road and rail infrastructure for the Carmichael mine are supposed to 
open up the basin to many more mines, while the whole operation will be serviced by expanded coal ports cutting like centurions’ 
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lances into the side of the reef. Any halfway rational government would be quarantining the reef from further insults and mobilising 
the population for an emergency transition away from hydrocarbons. 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/aug/02/taking-on-adani-is-not-just-about-climate-change-its-
taking-back-power-from-corporate-plutocracy 

Springvale mine extension blocked in NSW Court of Appeal as environmentalists celebrate 
ABC Online, Other, 02/08/17,  

New South Wales Government approval for the extension of a coalmine environmentalists say would have contaminated Sydney's 
water supply has been overturned in court. Activists had been fighting a 2015 decision to add about 13 years to the life of 
Springvale colliery's underground operations. The "4nature" group challenged the plans unsuccessfully in the Land and 
Environment Court last year, but was celebrating today after the NSW Court of Appeal ruled in their favour. They were concerned 
the expansion, near to heritage-listed swamps in the Blue Mountains National Park, would pollute water entering catchments which 
feed into Sydney's water supply. The mine, operated by Thai company Centennial Coal, employs about 300 workers and is the 
sole supplier of coal to the Mount Piper power station. Warwick Pearce, the 4nature spokesman, said today's win was significant. 
"It's very good for people in Sydney because it's protecting drinking water and protecting the national park," he said. "There was an 
enormous amount of mine wastewater going into the Cox's River and hopefully that will be reduced or stopped all together." 
Concerns about water contamination were last year backed up by a hydrogeology report obtained by the ABC. 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-02/springvale-mine-extension-blocked-in-court/8766742 

Hunter water fined by EPA 
NBN News, Other, 02/08/17, Meredith Gibbs 

The Environment Protection Authority has fined Hunter Water Corporation $15,000 for leaks and poor maintenance practices at its 
Dungog Water Treatment Plant. The company was fined for a breach of its environment protection licence for failing to properly 
maintain equipment at the plant. In May 2017, EPA officers found several pipes were suffering from contaminant build-up and 
corrosion and there were some leaks that if left unchecked, could potentially flow into the stormwater system. “While there was no 
evidence the poor maintenance had caused actual environmental damage, the chemicals involved can be toxic in the environment 
and this situation posed an unacceptable risk,” said EPA Director Hunter Karen Marler. “Hunter Water Corporation has since 
repaired each leak and is undertaking work to upgrade the premises.” Hunter Water Corporation was previously convicted and 
fined by the Land and Environment Court last year after it pleaded guilty to four charges relating to water pollution at the Dungog 
Plant. 

Read Item: http://www.nbnnews.com.au/2017/08/02/hunter-water-fined-by-epa/ 

Hunter Water Corporation fined for poor maintenance at Dungog plant 
Medianet, Other, 02/08/17,  

The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has fined Hunter Water Corporation $15,000 for leaks and poor maintenance 
practices at its Dungog Water Treatment Plant. EPA Director Hunter Karen Marler said the company was fined for a breach of their 
environment protection licence as a result of their failure to properly maintain equipment at the plant. “A thorough EPA inspection 
has meant the licensee and operators were made aware of the problems, so quick preventative action could be taken,” Ms Marler 
said.The Dungog Water Treatment Plant treats water from Chichester Dam. During a site inspection of the treatment plant in May 
2017, EPA officers found that several pipes were suffering from contaminant build-up and corrosion and there were some leaks 
that if left unchecked, could potentially flow into the stormwater system.  Affected parts of the plant included the Alum process 
system (where aluminium sulphate is added to the water as part of the treatment process) and the pre-lime dosing injection point. 

Read Item: http://www.medianet.com.au/releases/139829 

Turning a challenge into an opportunity 
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Inside Waste Weekly, Other, 02/08/17, 

The plastic recovery company has, for the last 20 years, recycled wheelie bins, plastic drums, plant pots, bumper bars, and 
packaging film.Now, through a $170,000 Sustainability Victoria grant and $258,000 from the Australian Packaging Covenant, GT 
recycling has invested in specialised equipment to recycle heavy duty woven polypropylene. In Australia, some 232,000 tonnes of 
polypropylene are used annually for rope, bulk storage bags used in manufacturing and agriculture, tarpaulins, and other heavy-
duty products. GT Recycling's $2.5 million polypropylene recycling plant can re-process up to 1500 tonnes of material a year and 
turn it back into a raw material for future use in manufacturing. The family-owned business employs 30 people, including three 
generations of the McLean family. GT Recycling managing director Trevor McLean is optimistic about the future of plastic 
recycling, saying difficult-to-recycle material can create new opportunities. "The Chinese market for scrap plastic is tightening, so 
we're recalibrating and providing a local recycling option for this of type of scrap," he said. "It's a resource which is better recycled 
than being burned on-farm or sent to landfills where it's buried forever. "It's a niche market and several years of R&D work on how 
to recycle this product utilising the latest technology has allowed for the recycling of a range of packaging items." Sustainability 
Victoria's acting CEO, Carl Muller said with the volume of end-of-life plastic and scrap from manufacturing growing, the changing 
market could trigger many investment opportunities. "Companies like GT Recycling are taking advantage of a difficult situation, and 
adding value to their existing business and their region," Muller said. McLean added that the company had capacity to expand and 
employ more people stemming from these new opportunities. "We've had fantastic support from local manufacturers whom we 
have worked closely with to develop new and useable recycled raw material from this type of packaging," McLean said. 

Read Item: http://www.insidewaste.com.au/general/news/1052008/challenge-opportunity 

Southern Cross Tasmania, Southern Cross Nightly News, 02/08/17, Jo Palmer, The Federal Government's environmental 
regulatory body has approved Tassal's controversial fish farm on Tasmania's east coast. It's allowing the Okehampton Bay 
expansion to proceed despite risks to the endangered Southern right whale. Laura Kelly, Environment Tasmania, says the 
measures that Tassal have proposed are useless when it comes to addressing the main threats to the species. 

Unconventional Gas including Coal Seam Gas 

Emissions from NT's McArthur basin would dwarf those from Adani coalmine 
Guardian Australia, Other, 02/08/17, Helen Davidson in Darwin 

Fracking the McArthur basin could release four to five times as much greenhouse gas emissions as the proposed Adani 
Carmichael mine, a leading researcher has said. Tim Forcey, a chemical engineer with 30 years experience in the petrochemicals 
industry, appeared before a Northern Territory inquiry on Wednesday, also giving evidence that a gas shortage on the east coast 
was highly unlikely. Forcey told the panel CO2-equivalent emissions from future fracking of the McArthur basin – or even just its 
gas-rich Beetaloo sub-basin – would dwarf those expected from the proposed Queensland coalmine. “It’s very easy to get to 
numbers that are far bigger than everything you’d get if you burned all the coal that the Carmichael mine is talking about,” he told 
Guardian Australia outside the inquiry. He also called for as great a focus on fugitive and other secondary emissions from 
extraction projects as there was on the main sources. Fugitive emissions are leaked directly into the atmosphere rather than being 
captured for burning to produce heat or energy. 

Read Item: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/02/emissions-from-nts-mcarthur-basin-would-dwarf-
those-from-adani-coalmine 

The tale of Santos, coal seam gas and the disappearing $2 billion 
michaelwest.com.au, Other, 02/08/17,  

Researchers Tony Shields and Rod Campbell at The Australia Institute expose Santos’ wilful and exaggerated economic 
assessments (known in the trade as “strategic misrepresentation’) to win government approval for its controversial Narrabri coal 
seam gas project. When Santos submitted its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to get government approval for its Narrabri 
coal seam gas project, their consultants, GHD, estimated the project would provide net economic benefits of $2.2 billion. Strangely, 
in Santos’ financial statements the project is worth a bit less. Actually, a lot less. In December 2015 Santos was forced to “write 
down the remaining book value” of its stake in the project. On Santos’ books, the project is worth nothing, zero, zip, zilch. Santos 
isn’t alone. Given the “challenged commercial viability of the antos’ partner in the project – EnergyAustralia – has also 
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“made an impairment provision for its interest in the project” and written it down to zero. To be clear, Santos and GHD are telling 
the NSW government that the Narrabri project is worth $2.2 billion, while Santos and EnergyAustralia are telling their shareholders 
it is worth nothing. Welcome to the world of major project approvals where proponent companies are allowed to exaggerate the 
economic benefits of their projects in order to get government approval. State government agencies almost never take issue with 
proponent’s economic assessments. 

Read Item: https://www.michaelwest.com.au/the-tale-of-santos-coal-seam-gas-and-the-disappearing-2-billion/ 

ABC Radio Darwin, Drive, 02/08/17, Kate O’Toole, Interview with Tim Forcey, Independent  Energy Advisor, about fracking. 
O'Toole reports the Federal Government has been putting a lot of pressure on States and Territories that have fracking bans. An 
industry expert has told the Fracking Inquiry warnings about a shortfall are not valid. Forcey says he has worked in the royal(*) gas 
industry for 30 years. He has also worked for BHP. He says they have published a report out of the University of Melbourne, 
looking at gas markets. He says they do not see any gas shortfalls on the east coast. He says the cost of renewable energy in 
Australia has come way down. He says gas is very expensive now. He says the cost of gas in the east coast market has gone from 
low for a number of decades to quite high now. He compares the environmental impact of gas, versus coal. He says the Australian 
Energy Market Operator is concerned about shortfalls. 

Wildlife, Heritage and Marine Division 

Wildlife 

Hendra virus detected in northern NSW 
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 02/08/17, 

The presence of the often-fatal Hendra virus has been confirmed in an unvaccinated horse in the north of NSW. The Department of 
Primary Industries has urged horse owners to remain vigilant after the virus was detected in an animal at Murwillumbah. The 
property has been placed under movement restrictions by Local Land Services.Human infection and death have occurred following 
high-level exposure to body fluids from an infected horse, the Department of Primary Industries says on its website."This is the 
second confirmed case of Hendra in NSW this year, following a Hendra virus infection in an unvaccinated horse near Lismore last 
month," NSW Chief Veterinary Officer Dr Christine Middlemiss said. The owner of the 14-year-old gelding noticed the horse was 
lethargic and not eating properly. Four days later its condition deteriorated - it became unsteady on its feet and unwilling to move. 
Tests revealed the horse had decreased gut sounds, a temperature and poor circulatory function. The area is no stranger to the 
Hendra virus as it had been detected in the region once before. "All known Hendra virus cases have occurred in Queensland or 
northern NSW, but cases could occur wherever there are flying foxes or in horses that had recent contact with flying foxes prior to 
movement," Dr Middlemiss said. 

Read Item: http://au.news.yahoo.com/nsw/a/36585771/hendra-virus-detected-in-northern-nsw/ 

One of the world's most endangered animals lives on Sydney's doorstep 
ABC Online, Other, 02/08/17,  

When we think about animals that are at risk of extinction we think of Pandas, Rhinos and Tigers. Rarely do we think about 
Australian species going extinct. But our very own spectacular Regent Honeyeater is one of the most endangered animals in the 
world. Sadly, there are now just 400 birds left in the wild. Ross Crates from the Australian National University and he has been 
researching the bird's plight. 

Read Item: http://www.abc.net.au/radio/centralcoast/programs/mornings/regent-honeyeater/8766992 RELE
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Recipients of Daily Briefings must be covered by an appropriate Copyright Agency licence. Daily Briefings 
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