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INtroduction
for teachers

Welcome to the Weather Kit, a resource for
Victorian schools. The kit was produced by the
Bureau of Meteorology for the Science in
Schools program of the Department of
Education, Employment and Training.

The kit has been provided to each of the
nine DEET regional offices in Victoria for
distribution to primary and secondary
schools in their region.

The main purpose of the kit is to provide
teachers and students with weather
measuring instruments to help achieve
learning outcomes in subjects such as
science, geography, and health and physical
education. But the scope for the instruments’
use is by no means limited to these areas.

The 32 pieces of equipment provided measure:
wind speed: 4 anemometers, 2 Venturi meters.
air pressure: 2 barometers.

wind direction: 4 compasses.

humidity: 2 whirling psychrometers, 1 hygrometer.
rainfall: 1 rain gauge.

temperature: 10 thermometers.

ultra-violet radiation: 4 UV meters.

clouds: 2 cloud charts.

(There is no liquid mercury in the instruments).

There
is also a list
of contact names and
numbers, and an evaluation
form for the kit.

The written material accompanying the instruments is

ivi into fiv ions: .
divided into five sections Section 2: How to use

. . the instruments
Section 1: Introduction for teachers

This section includes a list of suggested activities Section 2a comprises 32
using the instruments and possible links to the colour, laminated leaflets on
Victorian Curriculum Standards Framework I1. how to use each of the
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1: Introduction for teachers

32 instruments. Black and white versions of the
leaflets are provided in section 2b for photocopying.

Please ensure that each of the numbered leaflets and
their associated instrument are returned to the kit at
the end of the lesson. Hopefully the kit will be used
by many other classes and schools in your region.

Notes and information for activities

This section contains information sheets and forms
that may be useful for the activities you choose.

It includes:

6 an observations sheet for recording the weather
measurements.

é a climate almanac that lists average and extreme
weather in Melbourne for every day of the year.

¢ fun things to do, such as a word find, crossword
and jokes.

¢ information on what sort of weather triggers a
farmers and graziers warning, a weather warning for
crops, and wind warnings in Victoria.

¢ a list of national meteorological organisations in
other parts of the world (refer to the next page for
suggested activities related to Languages other than
English).

Section 4: Further information

This section contains details on:

¢ the Bureau of Meteorology website, including the
Learn about Meteorology pages and the Students and
Teachers section containing a number of lesson
plans.

6 where to find more information on weather-related
learning, such as on the World Wide Web. The
Internet hosts schools programs on weather, air
quality and ozone monitoring in Australia and
overseas.

¢ details of the costs and suppliers of the
instruments in the Weather Kit. There is also further
information on the operation of the UV meter.

¢ plans for making your own weather station.

Section 5: Other resource material

This sections contains:

6 Observing the Weather, the Bureau of
Meteorology’s official guide to observing the weather.
¢ the Bureau’s official field book for meteorological
observations.



