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SIGNIFICANT WEATHER - April 2005

SUMMARY

Very dry conditions occurred across
much of Australia with many places recording
their highest maximum temperatures on record.
South Australia recorded a new state record
April high of 42.1°C at Oodnadatta.

Tropical cyclone Adeline developed as a
low west off Christmas Island and moved
steadily westwards into La Reunion’s area of
responsibility. The cyclone caused some minor
tree damage on Cocos Islands.

Thunderstorms were reported in New
South Wales and Victoria and a dust storm was
reported in New South Wales.

Heavy rainfall was reported in Tasmania
and across southern districts of Western
Australia.

TROPICAL CYCLONES

Western Australia

On the 1st tropical cyclone Adeline
developed as a low west of Christmas Island
reaching tropical cyclone intensity on the 3rd as
it moved to the westsouthwest passing to the
south of Cocos Islands overnight from the 3rd to
the 4th. It continued to develop reaching
category 3 intensity before moving steadily
westwards passing west of 90°E late on the 5th
when it was renamed tropical cyclone Juliet by
La Reunion. Warnings were issued for the Cocos
Islands where gales were briefly reported and
daily rainfall of nearly 150mm was registered.
There was some minor damage and many fallen
trees on Cocos Islands.

THUNDERSTORMS

New South Wales

Severe thunderstorms occurred at the
following locations:

10th Deniliquin  (Riverina) A downburst
from a thunderstorm caused a wind
gust of 113 km/h.

18th Bonville (Mid-North Coast). A
thunderstorm with marble size hail and
strong winds caused minor damage to
buildings at Bonville, just south of
Coffs Harbour.

20th Byron Bay (Northern Rivers). Heavy
rain caused flash flooding; 28mm of
rain fell in 30 minutes including 8.8mm
in 10 minutes. Strong winds reached
102km/h.

29th Ulladulla (South Coast) A severe
thunderstorm with 4cm hail and strong
winds caused considerable damage to
houses and vehicles. The storm lasted
10-15 minutes.

29th Kiama (Illawarra) A severe
thunderstorm with 4cm hail and strong
winds smashed car windows and
injured several people.

Victoria

On the 3rd a vigorous cold front affected
the state with strong winds. Ahead of the front
hot northerly winds exacerbated a number of
wildfires, the largest of these at Wilsons
Promontory. As the cold front moved through
gusts of up to 135 km/h were recorded at Mt
Oberon on Wilsons Promontory. Other strong
gusts recorded were at Mt Gellibrand with 120
km/h, Mt Hotham with 111 km/h and Mt Buller
with 109 km/h.



On the 10th severe thunderstorms
associated with a cold front resulted in
widespread severe wind damage to properties.
Damage included tiles removed from a roof near
Wangaratta and an overturned large marquee in
Bendigo which injured several people. Damage
was also reported in the Gisborne area.

WIND

New South Wales

Wind gusts greater than 90 km/h
occurred on the following days:

3rd  Thredbo 117km/h.
7th Cessnock 94km/h.
10th  Deniliquin 113km/h,
Thredbo 96km/h.
17th  Thredbo 98km/h.
18th  Thredbo 104km/h.
20th  Byron Bay 102km/h.

Tasmania

Wind gusts greater than 90 km/h occurred on the
following days:

1st Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 106 km/h,
Hartz Mountain (Keoghs Pimple) 102
km/h, Scotts Peak Dam 94 km/h, Mount
Wellington 94 km/h, Mount Read 94
km/h, Warra 91 km/h

2nd  Mount Wellington 91 km/h, Tasman
Island 91 km/h

3rd  Mount Wellington 119 km/h, Scotts Peak
Dam 119 km/h, Tasman Island 107 km/h,
Mount Read 104 km/h, Maria Island
(Point Lesueur) 100 km/h, Maatsuyker
Island Lighthouse 100 km/h, Cape Bruny
(Cape Bruny) 94 km/h, Flinders Island
Airport 94 km/h

4th  Mount Wellington 94 km/h

6th Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 100 km/h,
Mount Wellington 98 km/h

8th  Mount Read 106 km/h, Tasman Island 93
km/h

9th  Mount Wellington 98 km/h, Mount Read
94 km/h, Tasman Island 93 km/h

10th  Mount Wellington 94 km/h

11th  Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 106 km/h,
Mount Wellington 98 km/h, Hartz
Mountain (Keoghs Pimple) 96 km/h,
Scotts Peak Dam 94 km/h

19th  Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 128 km/h,
Mount Wellington 115 km/h, Scotts Peak
Dam 96 km/h, Hartz Mountain (Keoghs
Pimple) 91 km/h

20th  Eddystone Point 91 km/h

24th  Tasman Island 100 km/h

25th  Mount Wellington 96 km/h, Maatsuyker
Island Lighthouse 94 km/h

28th  Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 133 km/h,
Mount Wellington 119 km/h, Scotts Peak
Dam 107 km/h, Hartz Mountain (Keoghs
Pimple) 102 km/h, Tasman Island 96
km/h, Hobart (Ellerslie Road) 94 km/h,
Cape Bruny (Cape Bruny) 91 km/h

29th  Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 154 km/h,
Mount Wellington 130 km/h, Cape
Bruny (Cape Bruny) 117 km/h, Scotts
Peak Dam 115 km/h, Hartz Mountain
(Keoghs Pimple) 111 km/h, Mount Read
106 km/h, Swan Island 96 km/h, Warra
94 km/h

30th  Scotts Peak Dam 146 km/h, Maatsuyker
Island Lighthouse 135 km/h, Mount
Wellington 126 km/h, Mount Read 120
km/h, Hartz Mountain (Keoghs Pimple)
117 km/h, Warra 98 km/h, Cape Bruny
(Cape Bruny) 96 km/h, Strahan
Aerodrome 94 km/h

South Australia

On the 2nd a squall line developed ahead
of a front which resulted in severe wind gusts
exceeding 90 km/h at several locations in the
West Coast, Eastern Eyre Peninsula, Mid North,
Upper South East, Riverland, Murraylands and
Adelaide Metropolitan forecast districts. Gale
force westerly winds, were recorded at Pt
Lincoln airport for an hour and a half. On the
same day a number of trees were blown over on
a property north of Clare.

Western Australia

Gale force southeasterly winds caused
some damage about the western south coast.
Albany Airport recorded sustained gales on the
1st. Some damage occurred at an abalone farm at
Bremer Bay, where the winds were described as
the worst in over ten years.



BUSHFIRES

Queensland

On the 22nd a fire burnt out 60 hectares
in the hills to the northeast of Pittsworth on the
eastern Darling Downs. There were no reports of
damage to buildings.

New South Wales

From the 5th to the 17th a bushfire
burnt out 1,050 hectares at the Tindery Nature
Reserve, near Cooma (Southern Tablelands).

On the 11th a bushfire at Oyster Cove
near Port Stephens (Hunter) burnt 120 hectares.

On thel3th/14th a grassfire at Carcoar
Dam, near Blayney (Central Tablelands) burnt
out 200 hectares.

On the 22nd a grassfire at Barmedman
(Riverina) burnt out 400 hectares.

Victoria

The Wilsons Promontory  wildfire
continued throughout the month and burnt 6,143
hectares. The fire was brought under control on
the 29th.

Tasmania

Very warm and windy conditions from
the 1st to the 3rd caused several permit fires to
run out of control. The largest burnt 800 ha in
the Boat Harbour/Rocky Cape National Park
area; a shed was burnt and several homes
threatened, and the Bass Highway was closed for
several hours on the night of the 3rd.

A number of small fires were reported
around the 24th to 26th, mostly in the north of
the State.

South Australia
On the 28th extreme fire weather

conditions were experienced and a number of
fires caused concern on Kangaroo Island.

DUST

New South Wales

On the 3rd dust storms and raised dust
reduced visibility to 1,000 metres at Lake
Cargelligo (Riverina) and 5 kilometres at both
Wagga Wagga (South West Slopes) and
Tibooburra (Upper West).

TEMPERATURE

Victoria

April was unusually warm, with many
locations in Victoria recording record mean
maximum temperatures for April. Some
locations also recorded the highest ever April
temperature, including 43.2°C on the 9th at Port
Hedland and 32.8°C on the 10th at Wonthaggi.

Highest Mean Maximum Temperature for April

Previous Years of

Station Actual Highest Year Record

°C °C
Queensland
Windorah PO 34.9 34.3 2002 70
Gladstone Radar 30.2 29.7 1968 47
Brian Pastures 30.3 30.2 1986 34
Bollon Mary St 31.9 31.4 1922 92
Charleville Aero 31.8 30.8 1968 63
Quilpie Airport 335 32.7 2002 62
New South Wales
Tibooburra 32.1 31.1 1922 95
White Cliffs 315 30.0 2002 98
Wilcannia 31.1 30.1 1923 124
Broken Hill 28.6 27.9 1923 114
Brewarrina 31.3 31.1 1922 94
Cobar 30.3 28.1 2004 42
Balranald 28.6 27.8 1923 98
Ivanhoe 30.6 29.6 2002 65
Peak Hill 29.6 27.8 1993 39
Condobolin Ag. 29.4 27.6 1967 50
Nyngan 30.4 29.4 1993 84
Trangie 29.3 27.5 1993 83
Mungindi 32.0 30.8 1938 90
Barraba 28.4 28.1 1968 39
Pindari Dam 28.2 28.2 1986 33
Gunnedah 28.5 28.2 1968 57
Quirindi 28.7 28.6 1914 98
Woolbrook 24.6 23.9 1980 35
Glen Innes Ag. 23.0 22.7 1986 34
Inverell Research 27.0 26.2 1986 55
Scone SCS 27.6 27.4 1986 52
Gulgong 27.4 26.5 1993 35
Bathurst Ag. 25.1 23.9 2004 96
Cowra Research 27.5 25.7 2004 61
Katoomba 20.1 20.0 1997 98

Orange 22.6 21.3 2004 36



Dunedoo
Parkes

Cowra
Bankstown
Wollongong
Nerriga
Canberra
Taralga

Yass

Goulburn
Cooma
Thredbo Village
Hume Reservoir
Tumbarumba
Wagga Wagga
Burrinjuck Dam
Grenfell
Quandialla
Wyalong
Corowa
Tocumwal
Narrandera
Hillston

Griffith

Moree

Norah Head
Victoria
Melbourne RO
Echuca Aero
Ouyen
Longerenong
East Sale A/P
Mildura A/P
Mangalore A/P
Lake Eildon
Wonthaggi
Castlemaine Prison
Point Hicks
Warracknabeal
Museum
Tasmania
Swansea Post Office
Grove (Comparison)
Eddystone Point
Hobart Airport
Flinders Island
Airport

Bicheno

South Australia
Mt Barker
Yongala
Streaky Bay
Marree

Ceduna A/P

Mt Gambier A/P
Cape Borda
Woomera
Oodnadatta A/P
Kadina

Keith

Adelaide A/P
Maitland
Parafield A/P
Warooka

27.8
28.8
28.0
25.9
24.8
225
245
22.4
25.3
23.7
23.3
16.7
255
23.3
27.3
26.5
275
29.1
28.9
26.8
26.2
275
29.1
28.3
30.0
24.4

241
26.3
275
25.6
23.6
275
25.0
242
220
23.6
22.3
26.3

20.8
194
19.9
20.0
20.5

20.4

254
26.7
26.8
33.6
27.6
22.7
21.2
29.9
33.4
27.3
26.0
25.0
26.0
27.0
24.2

27.2
27.0
26.1
25.8
24.3
220
22.6
21.4
24.8
234
22.1
15.8
24.9
221
250
255
26.8
27.0
26.4
26.5
25.2
25.6
27.5
27.2
29.7
241

23.1
25.8
26.2
25.2
22.6
26.3
24.2
23.3
215
225
221
24.9

20.4
19.4
19.5
19.8
20.3

20.2

23.6
26.0
26.6
32.7
27.0
22.6
20.7
29.1
32.6
26.3
250
24.6
24.9
25.7
23.9

1997
1922
2004
1986
1986
1997
1997
1968
1925
1997
1987
1980
1923
1980
1967
2002
1922
2002
1966
1925
1993
2002
2002
1998
1968
1997

1993
1923
1941
1967
1980
2002
2002
2002
1993
1967
1968
2002

1994
1993
2002
1993
1989

1973

2002
1981
1981
2002
1981
1993
1971
1981
2002
1980
2002
1967
1993
2002
1981

59
98
38
36
34
34
66
49
98
33
31
34
83
40
63
93
98
59
54
98
34
35
98
34
41
36

150
124
69
68
60
59
46
36
36
35
35
32

49
48
47
47
42

31

103
79
78
65
64
63
57
56
56
53
51
50
48
47
45

Turretfield
Elliston

Eudunda
Meningie

Murray Bridge
Kimba

Hawker
Andamooka
Nonning
Edingburgh A/P
Western Australia
Roebourne

Telfer

Learmonth Airport
Onslow Airport
Wittenoom

Giles

Northern Territory
Curtin Springs
Jervois

Tennant Creek
Airport

Highest Mean Minimum Temperature for April

Station

Queensland
Longreach Aero
Urandangi
Boulia Airport
Windorah PO
Cunnamulla PO
Quilpie Airport
New South Wales
Tibooburra
Broken Hill
Brewarrina
Cobar

Ivanhoe

Peak Hill
Condobolin
Trangie
Katoomba
Dunedoo
Bowral
Montague Island
Narooma
Thredbo AWS
Grenfell

Griffith

Nyngan

Victoria
Castlemaine Prison
South Australia
Cleve

Maitland
Hawker
Edingburgh A/P
Northern Territory
Jervois

Tennant Creek
Airport

26.5
254
25.3
243
26.9
28.4
295
31.8
28.6
26.6

39.1
37.9
354
36.0
36.6
33.6

33.8
35.0

35.3

Actual
°C

18.7
20.4
221
21.2
17.4
19.6

17.5
15.8
16.6
16.6
145
16.0
13.5
15.3
11.0
12.7
10.9
16.3
14.4
3.9

13.2
13.3
15.6

10.4

14.0
14.4
133
13.8

17.8

23.5

25.8
24.3
23.9
240
26.2
26.9
28.9
30.9
28.2
25.3

39.0
36.8
35.1
35.8
36.2
325

33.3
34.4

34.5

Previous
Highest
°C

18.6
20.4
20.6
19.2
16.9
18.8

17.2
15.3
16.2
15.1
13.8
15.0
133
14.2
10.8
12.0
10.5
16.2
14.3
3.6

12.6
13.0
14.7

9.9

13.9
14.1
13.0
13.3

175

22.4

2002
1993
2002
1993
1993
1981
2002
2002
1981
1980

2002
1981
1981
1958
2002
1981

2002
2002

2002

Year

1986
2000
1922
2004
1990
1958

2002
1968
1919
1968
1968
1974
1990
1974
1922
1998
1986
1974
2002
1974
1990
1974
1974

1974

1973
1971
1980
1980

2000

1992

43
42
40
38
38
37
37
35
35
32

81
30
30
38
51
48

39
37

36

Years of
Record

39
64
115
70
97
61

95
114
94
42
65
39
50
83
35
59
39
36
40
38
35
34
84

35

64
48
37
32

37

36



Western Australia
Bidyadanga

Giles

Marble Bar Comp.
Mardie
Roebourne

Telfer

Wiluna
Wittenoom
Yeelirrie

25.7
20.3
25.2
23.2
24.9
234
18.5
245
16.1

25.4
19.0
24.8
23.1
24.3
23.0
18.2
235
16.0

1992
1966
1993
1988
1985
1993
1981
1959
1993

Highest Daily Maximum Temperature for April
Previous

Station

New South Wales
Bombala
Thredbo Village
Victoria
Wilsons Prom
Lighthouse
Ballarat Aero
Horsham
Kerang
Wonthaggi
Tasmania
Bushy Park
Swansea PO
Eddystone Point
Hobart Airport
Flinders Island
Airport

Orford
Marrawah
South Australia
Adelaide RO
Marree

Ceduna A/P

Mt Gambier
Woomera
Oodnadatta A/P
Adelaide A/P
Cleve

Yongala

Kadina
Maitland

Mt Barker

Pt Pirie
Parafield A/P
Elliston
Eudunda
Meningie
Kimba

Nonning
Andamooka
Edingburgh A/P
Northern Territory
Alice Springs
Airport
Yuendumu
Curtin Springs
Jervois

Tennant Creek A/P
Elliott

Actual

°C

30.9
23.7

32.2

315
35.2
37.0
32.8

30.6
30.1
26.5
30.7
31.7

30.0
27.0

36.9
40.1
40.8
35.0
39.9
42.1
36.9
38.0
36.0
38.0
36.5
35.2
37.7
38.2
39.1
35.8
35.3
37.8
38.1
40.0
39.0

39.1
385
40.0
41.0
38.4
40.3
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Highest

°C

30.0
22.3

29.2

311
35.2
36.0
31.8

30.5
29.3
25.0
30.1
30.6

28.0
23.5

36.7
39.8
40.4
34.4
38.4
41.8
36.6
37.0
34.8
36.4
36.4
35.0
37.0
37.8
38.3
35.7
34.3
36.5
38.0
39.0
38.6

38.6
375
39.1
39.7
37.6
39.7

2004
2004

2004

1986
2004
2004
1985

1992
1978
1993
1992
1969

1988
1989

1986
1986
2005
1969
1986
1953
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
2005
2005
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986

2003
2003
1993
2003
1980
1998

46
48
103
46
81
30
99
51
30

Years of
Year Record

40
34

126

97
94
94
36

71
49
47
47
42

37
31

119

66
64
63
56
56
50
48
48
48
48
48
47
47
43
40
38
37
36
35
32

63
40
38
36
36
25

Western Australia

Halls Creek 39.6 3 394 1952
Airport

Giles 38.2 1 38.1 1985
Nyang Station 426 14 425 1986
Norseman 370 12 36.8 1978

Highest Daily Minimum Temperature for April

Previous

Station Actual Date Highest Year

°C °C
New South Wales
White Cliffs 26.3 10 234 1987
Wilcannia 25.2 10 25.0 1958
Brewarrina 23.0 9 22.0 2004
Cobar 22.6 11 21.8 1986
Ivanhoe 24.9 3 22.7 1987
Coonamble 21.9 4 20.6 1968
Charlotte Pass 9.5 11 8.3 1969
Tocumwal 20.1 3 195 1989
Narrandera 20.9 3 20.0 1976
Hay 23.4 3 21.0 2004
Griffith 24.0 10 21.0 2004
Western Australia
Mandora 303 14 28.6 1992
Nyang Station 29.8 13 28.4 1985
Telfer 296 11 28.0 1991
Victoria
Wilsons Prom. 23.4 2 22.8 1994
Lighthouse
Kerang 22.1 3 195 2004
Mildura A/P 22.4 3 21.7 1993
Mangalore A/P 21.2 3 20.0 1987

Castlemaine Prison 21.5 10 19.0 1985
South Australia

Robe 20.8 2 20.7 1928
Ceduna A/P 255 1 249 1966
Mt Gambier 21.1 1 199 1967
Woomera 240 10 23.2 2004
Adelaide A/P 24.6 2 23.8 1970
Cleve 25.3 2 23.6 1986
Streaky Bay 24.5 1 23.3 1992
Elliston 25.1 1 23.3 1969
Keith 22.6 2 21.0 1992
Neptune Is 20.5 1 20.0 1969
Hawker 215 2 21.2 2004
Nonning 231 10 228 1992
Andamooka 23.3 2 23.0 1985
Edingburgh A/P 25.0 2 235 1987
Northern Territory

Yuendumu 27.3 3 24.7 1992
Curtin Springs 242 11 22.8 2004

58

48
31
48

Years of
Record

43
48
40
42
46
40
37
34
35
48
34

38
31
30

126

94
59
46
35

120
64
63
56
50
48
47
43
43
42
37
36
35
32

41
40



RAINFALL

Tasmania

Two sites on Flinders Island had their
driest April for more than 30 years. Flinders
Island Airport recorded 14.4 mm of rain, the
driest since 9.0 mm in 1958 and Memana
recorded 18.2 mm, the driest since 11.5 mm in
1967.

Western Australia

From the 31st of March to the 2nd of
April an upper level low developed off the lower
west coast and moved slowly into the Great
Southern district. Uplift associated with low
level southeasterlies beneath strong
northwesterlies caused heavy rainfall across
southern districts. The heaviest rainfall was
recorded at Broomehill near Katanning where
142 mm fell in the 24 hours to 9am on the 1st.
Further heavy rain on the 1st towards the south
coast broke many daily and 48 hour rainfall
records for the area. Kendenup recorded
125.8mm to 9am on the 2nd. Albany Airport
recorded 186 mm in the three days to the 2nd
including a daily fall of 108 mm on the 2nd.
Flooding was widespread in the area.

Highest Monthly Rainfall on Record for April

Previous Years of
Station Actual Lowest Year  Record
mm mm

Western Australia

Albany Airport 235.0 125.7 1970 41
Bangalup 1856  139.2 1961 84
Barrett Meadows 218.8 1804 1976 85
Bokerup 1734 119.9 1961 45
Cherry Tree 89.8 80.3 1928 78
Denbarker 2224 111.0 1976 31
Frankland 190.0 124.0 1961 55
Gordon River 158.8 115.3 1961 46
Kendenup 217.4 150.0 1913 104
Kilburnie 127.0 87.6 1961 47
Knowle Hill Farm 1994 1494 1947 92
McAlinden 135.7 112.0 1985 60
Mettler 232.0 1495 1975 36
North Stirlings 102.2 70.6 2002 44
Perillup 191.0 183.8 1961 89
Rocky Gully Town 196.9 1495 1961 51
Vermeulen 204.2 1554 1990 30
Wellstead 117.8  100.0 1998 31

Woodanilling 89.3 85.0 1955 72

Lowest Monthly Rainfall on Record for April

Previous Years of
Station Actual Lowest Year Record
mm mm
Queensland
Maroon Dam 0.6 0.8 1991, 33
1993
New South Wales
Wilmatha 0.4 1.0 1987 37
(Wanganui)
Danglemah 0.6 1.2 1993 54

(Rutherglen)
Guyra (Lyndhurst) 15 2.8 1973 43
Grafton Research 8.8 9.9 1944 88

Glen Alice 0.0 0.6 1995 34
Running Stream 2.8 3.8 1980 105
(Brooklyn)

Highest Daily Rainfall on Record for April

Previous Years of
Station Actual Date Highest Year Record
mm mm

Western Australia

Albany 806 2 742 1917 98
Albany Airport 1080 2 60.4 1993 41
Badgebup 852 1 78.7 1928 88
Bangalup 816 2 549 1928 84
Barrett Meadows  100.0 2 818 1947 85
Bokerup 818 2 50.2 2002 45
Broomehill 1420 1 75.7 1913 98
Cardabia 106.0 30 559 1961 85
Cranham 1060 1 46.8 2002 51
Denbarker 974 2 40.0 1975 31
Esperance 696 1 61.0 1996 35
Frankland 1020 2 495 1951 33
Gairdner 710 1 59.5 1998 42
Grassmere 1120 2 81.0 1919 98
Greenbushes 602 1 56.4 1969 98
Gordon River 602 2 59.0 2002 41
Kendenup 1258 2 919 1947 98
Kilburnie 942 1 64.2 2002 45
Kojonolokan Hills  51.8 1 452 2002 43
Lower Kalgan 83.8 1 548 1975 30
McAlinden 66.0 1 60.8 1985 60
Mettler 1030 1 69.0 2002 36
North Ravensthorpe 47.6 1 448 1998 36
North Stirlings 61.0 1 46.2 2002 42
Perillup 1100 2 711 1917 88
Redmond 828 2 79.2 1961 47
Rocky Gully Town 107.0 2 434 1987 51
Salmon Gums RS 510 1 452 1961 72
Tamaru 86.7 1 576 2002 39
Vermeulen 620 2 536 1976 30
Wellstead 630 1 50.0 1998 31
Woodanilling 677 1 625 1928 69

Note: Some statistical records mentioned in this report are
based on data that have yet to be fully validated
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