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There have been a number of occasions in the past 35 
years when aspects of severe tropical cyclone Tracy and 
its devastating effect on Darwin on that Christmas Day 
in 1974 have been discussed either by the engineering, 
meteorological or emergency communities. However, the 
‘Cyclone Tracy Symposium’ that was held on 31 January 
2008 in Geelong, Victoria, was likely the first time that 
meteorologists, engineers, scientists, researchers, eye 
witnesses and emergency managers were all gathered 
together to revisit, reassess and discuss this event together 
– before it fades further from our collective consciousness. 
This opportunity was on the occasion of the 15th National 
Conference of the Australian Meteorological and 
Oceanographic Society (AMOS), in conjunction with the 
Australian Wind Engineering Society (AWES) and the 
Meteorological Society of New Zealand.
 This Special Edition of the AMOJ has assembled and 
expanded 9 of the presentations that were given at the 
Symposium to form a substantive record of that day. I am sure 
that it will provide a significant resource for those interested 
in better understanding the impacts of Tracy and the lessons 
that still reverberate for planning, design, forecasting and 
emergency response in this country. Although we have 
written much about Tracy here, the interested reader will 
see that we still have quite a lot more to learn about these 
types of rare and destructive weather phenomena. With the 
possibility of tropical cyclones becoming more intense in 
future climate conditions, this very significant event from the 
past offers valuable information for us today.
 The Symposium was organised into a morning 
‘meteorology’ session and an afternoon ‘impacts’ session 
and we have followed the same format here. The former was 
anchored by the Keynote Presentation by Dr Greg Holland, 

currently with the US National Center for Atmospheric 
Research, Boulder Colorado, but who was a Bureau of 
Meteorology forecaster at Darwin in 1974. Greg’s personal 
recollections are also included here as a fascinating insight 
into what it was like to have experienced the devastation of 
this event and witnessed its impact on colleagues, friends 
and family. The ‘impacts’ section at the Symposium was 
anchored by the Keynote Presentation by Dr George Walker, 
who led the engineering investigation into the community 
damage caused by Tracy while a Senior Lecturer at James 
Cook University of North Queensland in Townsville. George 
has been at the forefront of structural design for wind, risk 
assessment and related insurance matters in Australia since 
that time and, although now retired, remains an adviser to 
the international risk consultant Aon Benfield.
 Importantly, the Cyclone Tracy Symposium and this 
AMOJ publication were made possible by valuable financial 
support from the following sponsors:
• Geoscience Australia
• Aon Benfield
• Insurance Australia Group (IAG), and
• Willis Re Australia (through the international Willis   
 Research Network)
 I thank AMOS/AWES Conference Committee Member Dr 
Bob Cechet (Geoscience Australia) in providing the liaison 
that helped bring both the Symposium and this AMOJ 
publication together, the AMOJ Editorial Staff and also Dr 
Jeff Kepert (Bureau of Meteorology, CAWCR) for handling 
the peer review process for my own paper.

Bruce Harper
Associate Editor AMOJ, Cyclone Tracy Special Edition
Convenor, Cyclone Tracy Symposium
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