
Editor’s note

This issue of the Australian Meteorological and Oceanographic Journal is the largest in the 
recent history of the Journal, an indication of the healthy state of submissions. We can look 
forward to another big year in 2013, starting with a special issue in March, on Australian 
contributions to CMIP5 climate models.

The Journal has now been freely available online for several years, and the full archives 
of the Journal are now available on the web. With demand for the print edition dwindling, 
we have decided that now is the time to make the move to a fully online journal (apart, 
possibly, from a short digital print run for those with archival or similar requirements).  
The March 2013 issue will be the first fully online issue. Apart from saving money—always 
a consideration in these budget-constrained times—moving wholly online will allow us to 
publish issues more quickly, and give us more flexibility to, for example, schedule additional 
issues if we have a large number of accepted papers. 

As part of moving online, we will be setting up an e-mail alert list which you will be able 
to subscribe to, to be advised when a new issue has been published online. Subscription to 
this will be through the website, www.bom.gov.au/amoj. 

Another change we plan to make in 2013 relates to the copyright status of the Journal. 
Unlike most journals, we do not currently ask authors to assign copyright to the Journal, 
only to give the Bureau of Meteorology the right to re-use material published in the 
Journal—this means that copyright remains with the authors or their institutions. While we 
are still working out the finer points of the legal paperwork, it is our intention that during 
2013 (hopefully in time for the March issue), papers in the Journal will be published under 
a Creative Commons licence, which will allow unrestricted re-use of the material as long 
as the source (authors and the Journal) are credited. As part of this, it is likely that authors 
will be required to sign an agreement to these licence terms as a condition of publication. 
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