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3. National water reform and supporting programs
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Role of AWIAC (Australian Water 
Information Advisory Council)

• Provide strategic advice to the Bureau on emerging 
water information needs across the water sector

• Advise the Bureau on how to maximize the value of its 
water information activities across the water sector

• Guide the Bureau’s approach to address key national 
water reform objectives

• Assist the Bureau by providing advocacy across the water 
sector for its new water information mission



AWIAC members

• Russell Mein (Chair)

• James Horne (DEWHA)

• Ken Matthews (NWC)

• Rob Freeman (MDBA)

• Warwick Watkins (Department of Lands, NSW)

• Ross Young (Water Services Association of Australia)

• Chris Bennett (Irrigation Australia Limited)



Australia has a water scarcity crisis that is being addressed 
through new water policy, regulatory, investment and 

management strategies.

High quality water information is critical to the success of 
these strategies











MDBA water storage volumes



The National Water Initiative
(NWI)

• Begun in 2004 (COAG)

• Broad objective:
– a nationally compatible market, regulatory and planning based 

system of managing surface and groundwater resources for rural 
and urban use

– optimisation of economic, social and environmental outcomes

• Each state and territory government is required to 
prepare a NWI implementation plan



NWI Objectives (1)

• clear and nationally-compatible characteristics for secure       
water access entitlements 

• transparent, statutory-based water planning 

• statutory provision for environmental and other public 
benefit outcomes, and improved environmental 
management practices



NWI Objectives (2)

• return all currently over-allocated or overused systems to 
environmentally-sustainable levels of extraction 

• progressive removal of barriers to trade in water with an 
open trading market to be in place 

• clarity around the assignment of risk arising from future 
changes in the availability of water for consumption



NWI Objectives (3)

• policy settings which facilitate water use efficiency and 
innovation in urban and rural areas

• addressing future adjustment issues that may impact on 
water users and communities 



NWI Objectives (4)

• recognition of the connectivity between surface and 
groundwater resources and connected systems managed 
as a single resource

• water accounting able to meet the information 
needs of different water systems in respect to 
planning, monitoring, trading, environmental 
management and on-farm management 



Water for the Future (2008)

A  10 year $12.9b investment by the Commonwealth in

• Murray Darling Basin Authority (and a new plan)

• water purchases for the environment

• modernising water delivery infrastructure

• water supply augmentations

• urban water reform

• reform in water pricing and market rules

• water information (Bureau of Meteorology)



The NWC Biennial Assessment

• Vision

• Water data remains an impediment to good water management

• Need for national collaboration

• BoM to take an expansive view of its role

• Need for metering roll out

• Rec: all governments to adopt an ultimate shared national 
goal of universal licensing and metering



Why invest in water information?



Thank you for attending today

Ken Matthews
Chief Executive Officer
National Water Commission
ken.matthews@nwc.gov.au
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