
 

 

20 September 2011 

Increasing likelihood of a La Niña  

Steady cooling of the central Pacific Ocean since winter has increased the chance of La Niña returning during the last 
quarter of 2011.  
 
If a La Niña does form, current indicators suggest it will be weaker than the strong 2010-11 La Niña. La Niña events raise 
the chances of above average rainfall across the north and east of Australia but do not guarantee it.  
 
 
 

 
 
The average sea surface temperature within the black box in the map above is a key measure of El Niño or La Niñas. In a 
La Niña, temperatures in this area will be signficantly cooler than average for a sustained period of months. The map 
shows that at the end of August 2011, temperatures were cooler than average.  
 

Recent conditions 

• The trend to below average rainfall through autumn 
and winter across most of Australia continued 
through August 

• Daytime temperatures remained cool throughout 
northern Australia, but were warmer than average in 
southern Australia, particularly in southwest 
Western Australia 

• Soil moisture levels in the upper layers are now 
average to dry across most of Australia. Lower 
layers generally remain average to wet, although 
lower layers are very dry in southwest Western 
Australia 

Climate and water outlook 

• Guidance from international climate models is 
generally still for neutral conditions but with some 
now indicating the development of a weak La Niña 

• The Bureau’s October-December rainfall outlook 
shows an increased chance of above average 
rainfall in the north and west of Australia and an 
increased chance of below average rainfall in 
southeastern Australia. See map on right 

 

 

• The current rainfall outlook is being influenced by 
warm ocean temperatures in the Indian Ocean 

• Streamflow forecasts in the southeast Murray-
Darling Basin are suggesting near median flows for 
the next three months 

 
October to December rainfall outlook 
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October to December maximum temperature outlook 
 

 

Severe weather outlook 

• Potential for above average fire activity across much 
of central Australia during the 2011-12 southern 
bushfire season 

• High risk of grassland fire already established. Still 
likely to peak during the middle of the season but 
this will depend on the rainfall 

• Tropical cyclone outlook for 2011-12 season is for 
slightly above the average number of 11 to 12 per 
season for the Australian region 

 

Vegetation index  

 
The map above indicates that the vegetation greenness 
is above average across much of Australia. 
 

Next briefing 

Friday, 21 October 2011 at 11.00 am 

Seasonal fire outlook 

 
 

Source: Bushfire CRC 

More information  

Climate and water 

Rainfall and temperature outlook 

bom.gov.au/climate/ahead 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts bom.gov.au/water/ssf  

Special climate statements 

bom.gov.au/climate/current/statements 
 
Severe weather 

Tropical cyclones bom.gov.au/cyclone/ 

Bushfire CRC bushfirecrc.com/ 

Severe weather warnings 

bom.gov.au/australia/warnings/ 
 
 
 

Contacts 

Please contact briefings@bom.gov.au or our Climate 
Liaison staff to provide feedback and for any queries.  
  
Perry Wiles, Manager Climate Liaison  
02 6232 3516 or 0411 112 950  
p.wiles@bom.gov.au  
 
Gary Allan, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 
02 6232 3550 or 0409 760 883  
g.allan@bom.gov.au  
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