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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

• ENSO neutral (neither El Niño nor La Niña) for  
coming months 

• Indian Ocean Dipole is also neutral 

Autumn rainfall and temperatures 

• Very much above average temperatures across Australia 

• High rainfall totals for northern and central Queensland, 
mostly from March 

• Low rainfall totals for southern Australia 

Streamflow and soil moisture  

April streamflows, compared to average for the month, were: 

• high at 25 locations (8%) 
• near median at 89 locations (28%) 
• low at 207 locations (64%) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Continued drying of soils in southeast of mainland from 
March to April, including MDB  

 

Australia has just experienced it’s driest autumn since 2009. Model forecasts suggest the warm, dry conditions are likely to 

continue through winter for most of southeast Australia. The main large-scale climate drivers are neutral, and are expected to 

remain so through winter. 

Rainfall,  Autumn 2018 

Maximum temperature,  
Autumn 2018 

Observed streamflows, April 2018 

Soil moisture, Autumn 2018 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 
 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 
 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee  

joel.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

Climate outlooks 

• Australian maximum and minimum temperatures for 
June–August are likely to be above median 

• Rainfall for June–August is likely to be below average for 
southeast Australia  

Streamflow outlooks 

Compared to average for this time of year, the streamflow 
outlook for May–July is for: 

• high flows more likely at 64 locations (19%) 

• near-median flows at 82 locations (24%) 

• low flows at 194 locations (57%) 

• skill at this time of year is generally low to moderate 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall, June–August 2018 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature,  
June–August 2018 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature,  
June–August 2018 

Forecast streamflows,   
May–July 2018 


