
 

 

25 September 2014 

National Climate and Water Briefing 

Chance of above-average 
maximum temperatures, 
October–December 2014 

Remainder of 2014 is likely to be drier than normal for parts of Australia’s east and northwest. Warmer 
conditions are likely for most areas, particularly through October. Near-median streamflows are more likely at 
most forecast locations, however low flows are likely in some locations west of the Great Dividing Range. 
 

Climate conditions and outlook 
Recent conditions 

• August rainfall had little impact on long-term  
rainfall deficiencies 

 

 

 
 

 

 

• Record high August mean sea level pressure, 
averaged across Australia 

Climate outlook 

• Drier than normal season more likely for parts  
of Australia’s east and northwest, particularly 
through October  

• Warmer forecast for remainder of the year 

 

Catchment conditions and outlook 
August streamflow  

• Low flows observed at 32 locations, generally west 
of the Great Dividing Range; remaining locations 
received near-median (27) or high flows (15) 

Streamflow outlook September–November 

• Near-median flows more likely at most streamflow 
forecast locations 

• Low flows more likely in some locations west of the 
Great Dividing Range 

 
Soil moisture 

• Below-average lower layer soil moisture across 
most of eastern Australia and southwest Western 
Australia 

 

  

23-month rainfall deficiencies, 
October 2012–August 2014 

Chance of above-average 
rainfall, October–December 2014 

Forecast streamflow, 
September–November 2014 

Lower layer soil moisture 
deciles, end-August 2014 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/ssf/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/
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Severe weather outlook 
Seasonal bushfire assessment 

• Elevated risk as shown below 

• Increased fuel load over northwestern Australia 

• Below-average rainfall in northeastern and 
southeastern Australia has increased fire indices in 
these areas 

 
Heatwave potential 

• Elevated likelihood of heatwaves 

• Above-average temperatures likely 

• Dry soils mean less evaporative cooling 

 
Flood risk 

• Below-average lower layer soil moisture across 
eastern Australia 

• Major widespread flooding less likely than during 
La Niña periods 

• Floods can occur in any season with significant 
weather systems, regardless of catchment 
conditions and soil moisture 

 

 
Tropical cyclone outlook 

• Average number of tropical cyclones for Australian 
region is 11 per year; around 4 make landfall  

• Preliminary outlook shows an average to 
below-average cyclone season is expected 

• In neutral and El Niño years, the first tropical 
cyclone tends to cross the Australian coast 
between late December and mid-January 

• Official tropical cyclone seasonal outlook due 
13 October 

 
Severe thunderstorms 

• A typical active storm season expected 

• Southeastern Queensland and northern New South 
Wales always prone to severe thunderstorms 

More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlook 
www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 
www.bom.gov.au/water 

Severe weather warnings 
www.bom.gov.au 

Contact 
Lucy McGarva, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 
(02) 6210 3024  
l.mcgarva@bom.gov.au  

Average annual number of 
cyclones in El Niño years 

Average number of severe 
thunderstorms within 150km  
of capital cities, 2002–2012 

http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/news/2014/southern-australia-seasonal-bushfire-outlook-2014-15
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/tc.shtml

