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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 The negative Indian Ocean Dipole, present since May, is 
beginning to wane 

 The El Niño–Southern Oscillation is forecast to be 
neutral in coming months, yet on the cool side of average 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Higher than average minimum temperatures were 
experienced in July 2016, except in southwest Western 
Australia 

 Fifth-warmest July mean minimum temperature on 
record for Australia 

 Highest Australian mean temperature for any 12-month 
period 

 May to July 2016 was third wettest for this three-month 
period 

Climate outlook  

 Above-median rainfall more likely for parts of northern 
and eastern Australia. Stronger odds in the north than in 
the southeast. 

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) reached its lowest negative value in 50 years in July. It has weakened in recent 
weeks and will steadily weaken over the southern hemisphere spring. The IOD has contributed to above-average 
rainfall for large parts of Australia since May 2016—a typical rainfall pattern for negative IOD events. The possibility 
of a weak La Niña forming in 2016 remains.  

May to July 2016 rainfall deciles 

 
Probability of exceeding median rainfall September  
to November 2016 July 2016 minimum temperature  deciles 

Pacific and Indian Ocean sea surface temperatures for week ending 

21 August 2016. Note the warm water in eastern Indian Ocean 

(negative IOD) and the cool waters along the equatorial Pacific 
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More information 

Rainfall and temperature outlooks  

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 

Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 joel.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 

 Daytime and night-time temperatures likely to be above 
median for most of the country for spring; except 
eastern Australia and far southwest Western Australia  

 

 

 

 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 
 Lower-layer soil moisture in July was very much above 

average for most of Australia due to high rainfall since 
May  

 Streamflow outlook for August–October shows: 

 High flows more likely at 160 locations (59%) 

 Near-median flows more likely at 67 locations (25%)  

 Low flows at 42 locations (16%) 

Modelled lower-layer soil moisture July 2016 

Forecast streamflow for August to October 2016 

Probability of exceeding median maximum temperatures 

September to November 2016 

Probability of exceeding median minimum temperatures 

September to November 2016  


