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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 The 2015–16 El Niño is weakening but will remain 
strong enough to influence Australian climate during 
autumn 

 A record warm southern Indian Ocean is also 
influencing rainfall and temperature 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Northern Australia is experiencing an unseasonably 
long break in the summer monsoon—with very 
much below average January–February rainfall, 
coinciding with warmer than average temperatures 

 

 

 

 The cyclone season was late to start, with the first 
forming in late-January—the second latest start 
since records began in 1950; only three cyclones 
have formed in the Australian region so far 

 Maximum and minimum temperatures were 
generally above average at most locations when 
averaged over November 2015 – January 2016, 
with some locations recording record high 
temperatures 

Climate outlook 

 Northern Australia is most likely to see drier than 
usual conditions during the March–May period 

 Wetter than usual conditions are more likely for 
southern Australia 

 Day and night-time temperatures are likely to be 
warmer than average in most locations 

 

Maximum temperature deciles, November 2015 – January 2016 

Above median temperatures are likely for Autumn. The 2015–16 El Niño is gradually weakening, but will remain strong 

enough to influence global climate during autumn. The southern Indian Ocean remains at record warm levels and is 

also influencing Australian temperature and rainfall patterns.  

Rainfall deciles, 1 December 2015 – 23 February 2016 

Chance of exceeding median maximum  
temperature, March–May 2016 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 

j.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

 Streamflows through January were low at 106 
locations, near median at 67 locations and high at 
58 locations 

 January lower layer (10–100 cm) soil moisture was 
above average in northern Australia, retaining 
elevated soil moisture from December 2015 rainfall 

 Dry soil moisture conditions persisted across 
western Tasmania 

 Low streamflows for this time of the year expected 
at 103 locations; near-median flows more likely at 
69 locations; high flows more likely at 69 locations 

Forecast streamflow, February–April 2016 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall,  
March–May 2016 

Lower layer soil moisture deciles, January 2016 

Observed streamflow, January 2016 


