
National Climate and Water Briefing 

23 February 2017 

Climate influences 
 Neutral El Niño–Southern Oscillation (neither El Niño  

nor La Niña) 

 Neutral Indian Ocean 

 

Recent conditions 
 Exceptionally warm January for New South Wales 

 Maximum temperatures in highest 10% for much of New 
South Wales, southern Queensland, and northeastern 
South Australia 

 February thus far has had record-breaking hot days,  
especially in New South Wales 

 January rainfall was above average for most of the 
Northern Territory, Western Australia and South 
Australia, but below average for much of the east 
coast 

 January streamflows, compared to average for this 
time of year, were: 

 High at 87 locations (30%) 

 Near median at 106 locations (36%) 

 Low at 99 locations (34%) 

January 2017 was the 8th wettest January for the nation. January temperatures were above average in 
the east and below average in the west. The large-scale climate drivers that usually affect Australia’s 
climate in January were neutral. Looking ahead, most global climate models suggest either neutral or a 
return to El Niño later this year, however forecast skill is lowest at this time of year. 

January 2017 rainfall deciles 

January 2017 maximum temperature deciles 

January 2017 minimum temperature deciles 

January 2017 observed streamflow terciles 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks  

      www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

      www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 j.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature for 
March to May 2017 

Climate outlook, March–May 
 Maximum and minimum temperatures are likely to 

be above median across much of eastern Australia, 
especially the southeast 

 Below-median temperatures likely for parts of 
northwestern Australia 

 Below-median rainfall likely for southern Australia 

 

Most likely streamflow outlook for February to April 2017 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature for 
March to May 2017 

Streamflow outlook, February–April 
 Compared to average flows at this time of year, the 

outlooks is for: 

 High flows at 117 locations 

 Near median at 110 locations 

 Low at 73 locations 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall for March to May 2017 


