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2014 was Australia's third-warmest year since national temperature observations commenced in 1910. 

It included multiple heatwaves and Australia's warmest spring on record. Near-El Niño conditions present in 

late 2014 have eased recently, however the outlook for the next three months tends towards warmer and drier 

than normal conditions.  

 Australia’s mean temperatures ranked 3
rd

 warmest 

on record in 2014; Spring was warmest on record 

 

 

 

 

 National rainfall was near average for the year—

masking extreme wet and dry conditions 

experienced at some locations 

 Long-term rainfall deficiencies persist largely in 

inland Queensland and western Victoria  

Mean temperature deciles, 
2014 
 

Rainfall deciles, 2014 
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Chance of above average  
rainfall, February–April 
2015 

El Niño–Southern Oscillation 

 Most ENSO indicators have eased from  

near-El Niño thresholds in late 2014 

 ENSO Tracker has been reset to NEUTRAL and  

we continue monitoring conditions 

Climate outlook  

February–April 2015 

 Chance of warmer than normal temperatures, 

particularly in the southwest and east  

 Chance of drier than normal conditions over much 

of the country 
 

 

 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

Observed streamflows 

 Number of locations with low flows peaked in 

November; fewer in December 

 Low flows recorded at 61 locations in December 

near median at 26, and high flows at 17 locations  

        

Outlook January–March 2015 

 Low flows more likely at 70 forecast locations, near 

median flows at 22 forecast locations, high flows 

forecast at 19 locations

 

More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlook 
www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 
www.bom.gov.au/water 

Severe weather warnings 
www.bom.gov.au 

Contact 
Lucy McGarva, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 
(02) 6210 3024  
l.mcgarva@bom.gov.au  

Forecast streamflows,  
January–March 2015 

Observed streamflows,  

December 2014 

Chance of above average 
maximum temperature,  
February–April 2015 

Chance of above average 
rainfall, February–April 2015 
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