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Climate influences 
 Neutral El Niño–Southern Oscillation (neither El Niño nor 

La Niña)  

 Neutral Indian Ocean Dipole 

 Madden-Julian Oscillation may influence Australian 
weather over the next few weeks 

Recent conditions 

 Australian annual Mean temperature was 0.87°C above 
average and 4th highest on record 

 Australian rainfall was 5th highest on record for 
December; 76% above average 

 Wettest December on record for South Australia 

 December streamflows, compared to average for this 
time of year, were: 

 High at 55 locations (18%) 

 Near median at 127 locations (42%) 

 Low at 111 locations (37%) 

December was quite dry until the last week of the month when a tropical low pressure system delivered 
high humidity and heavy rainfall to much of central Australia. In the first few weeks of January, warmer 
and drier conditions have returned. Drier and warmer conditions are expected to continue over eastern 
Australia, while wetter than average conditions are likely for northern Australia for the rest of summer. 

Observed streamflow for December 2016 

Rainfall deciles for December 2016 

Mean temperature deciles for 2016 

 2016 global temperatures were highest on record 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks  

      www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

      www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 j.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 

Climate outlook, February–April 
 Maximum and minimum temperature likely above 

median across much of eastern Australia, especially in 
the southeast. 

 Below-median temperatures likely for parts of 
northwestern Australia. 

 Below-median rainfall likely for southern Queensland, 

New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia. 

 

Streamflow outlook, January–March 
 Compared to average at this time of year: 

 High flows more likely at 89 locations  

 Near-median flows more likely at 147 locations 

 Low flows more likely at 64 locations 
 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature for 

February to April 2017 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature for 
February to April 2017 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall for February to April 2017 

Most likely streamflow outlook for January to March 2017 


