
 

 

25 July 2013 

Warmer than normal conditions continued across most of Australia in June. National rainfall was 
above average for June, but some areas still experience rainfall deficiencies. A wetter than normal 
season is likely for most of mainland Australia, with cooler days favoured over most of the eastern 
mainland and warmer temperatures elsewhere around the coast. Near median or high streamflows 
are likely for much of eastern Australia. 

Recent conditions 
• National average minimum temperature 1.4 °C 

above normal for June  

• Twelve months to end-June: warmest on record 
nationally 

• Six months to end-June: warmest on record for 
Victoria, second warmest for Tasmania and 
nationally 

 

• June rainfall 28% above average nationally, but 
varied around the country: 

Above average Below average 
New South Wales (+83%) 
South Australia (+74%) 
Victoria (+57%) 

Southwest Western 
Australia (–71%) 
Queensland (–63%) 
Tasmania (–43%) 
 

 
 

• Rainfall deficiencies eased off in southeast Australia, 
but continue in Queensland and Tasmania 

 

Climate drivers 
• Negative Indian Ocean Dipole event likely to favour 

increased Australian rainfall until at least mid-spring  

• Neutral El Niño Southern Oscillation conditions 
likely to continue until end of 2013  

Climate outlook August–October 2013 
Rainfall 

• Wetter than normal season likely for most of 
mainland Australia 

  
Temperature 

• Cooler days favoured over most of eastern 
mainland; warmer days more likely over tropical 
north, western Western Australia and Tasmania 

 

Rainfall deciles  
(June 2013) 

Percentage chance of 
above average rainfall 

Minimum temperature 
anomalies (June 2013) 

Percentage chance of 
above average maximum 
temperatures 



 

 

25 July 2013 

Soil moisture 
• Rainfall in Australia’s northwest and southeast has 

increased upper layer soil mosture; further drying 
occurred in northern Queensland and Northern Territory 

• Lower layer soil moisture generally above average; still 
below average in far north and southern parts of 
Australia, even with a slight increase in the south 

 

Water storage levels 
• Storage levels are high in Brisbane, Sydney and 

Hobart (all above 90%); Canberra, Darwin and 
Melbourne storages are above 70% 

• Adelaide storages are lower (47%), slightly down on 
this time last year; Perth storages remain low at 19%  

Water markets 
• Almost 780 000 ML of water traded in June 2013; 

majority of inter State trades between Victoria and 
South Australia  

 
 

More information  
Rainfall and temperature outlook 
www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and Water Storage 
www.bom.gov.au/water

Streamflow conditions and outlook  
Observed streamflow June 2013 

• High flows recorded at 36 locations, near median 
flows at 20 and low flows at 13 locations 

 

• Minor to moderate flooding in eastern Victoria, 
southeastern Queensland and the Pilbara 

Outlook July–September 2013 

• High streamflows more likely at most Queensland 
locations, with average rainfall and very wet soils 

 

• Near median flows more likely at most New South 
Wales and Victorian locations, with low flows likely 
at 10 locations 
 

Contact 
Perry Wiles, Manager Climate Liaison Section 
02 6232 3516 or 0411 112 950 
p.wiles@bom.gov.au 

Lower layer soil moisture 
(June 2013) 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead
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