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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 ENSO–neutral conditions 

 Indian Ocean remains very warm 

 Negative Indian Ocean Dipole in early stage of 
development, likely to bring increased rainfall to 
Australia 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Australia’s wettest May since 1968 

 May temperatures were above average for most 
of Australia  

 Mean temperature was 1.87 °C warmer 
than average; 2nd warmest behind 1958 

 Minimum temperature was also the 2nd 
warmest; 2.03 °C above average 

 Maximum temperature 5th warmest; above 
average by 1.71 °C 

 

Climate outlook 

 Cooler-than-average days likely for most of 
southern Australia for July–September 

 July–September rainfall likely to be above 
average across most of Australia’s red centre 
and east 

 

Driven largely by warm waters in the eastern Indian Ocean, above-median July–September rainfall is likely for 

most of southern Australia—a marked contrast to the dry conditions of early 2016. Streamflows across 

southeastern Australia may be slow to respond to winter rainfall after prolonged dry conditions.  

Rainfall deciles May 2016 

Maximum temperature deciles May 2016 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature July to 

September 2016 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 j.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 
 Compared to average for this time of year, 

streamflows for May were: 
 High at 73 locations (28%) 
 Near-median at 61 locations (24%) 
 Low at 113 locations (44%) 
 

 From the beginning of June to present, modelled 
lower-layer soil moisture is higher than average for 
most of inland Australia and Tasmania  

 Streamflow outlook for June to August shows: 
 High flows more likely at 86 locations (33%) 
 Near-median flows more likely at 75 

locations (29%)  
 Low flows at 97 locations (38%) 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall July to September 2016 

Observed streamflow for May 2016 
Most likely streamflow outlook for June 

to August  2016 

Modelled lower layer soil moisture June to date 


