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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 Higher than average pressure in the south  

 Positive Indian Ocean Dipole is possible 

 El Niño is now unlikely in 2017; ENSO Outlook is now 
inactive 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Combined April, May and June rainfall was 40 % below 
average for Australia. While May alone was 44 % below 
average.  

 June is on track to be the driest June on record for 
Australia. 

 Australian mean daily maximum temperature tied as 8th 

highest on record for May. Likely to be within top 10 for 
June 

 

 Minimum temperatures have been below average for 
April, May and June for Australia 

 Australian daytime temperatures have been over 1 °C 
above average for the April, May and June period. 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

 Observed streamflows for May 2017 were: 

 High at 56 locations 

 Near median at 113 locations 

 Low at 126 locations 

While major climate drivers have been neutral so far this year, Australia’s climate has been warm and dry for the past few 

months. A persistent patch of high pressure over the continent has led to low rainfall, warm days and cold nights for most of 

the country. The climate outlook suggests a warm and dry pattern is likely to continue through winter.   

Rainfall deciles,   
1 April – 26 June 2017 

Maximum temperature deciles,  
1 April – 27 June 2017 

May 2017 observed streamflow terciles 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee 

(02) 6210 3001 

joel.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 Compared to average at this time of year, the 
streamflow outlook for June to August is for: 

 high flows more likely at 79 locations 

 near-median flows at 125 locations 

 low flows at 102 locations 

Climate outlook 

 July–September maximum temperatures are likely to be 
above average for most of Australia, except along 
Western Australia – South Australia border.  

 Minimum temperatures likely to be above median for 
most of Australia for July–September.  

 July–September rainfall likely to be below median for the 
southwest and southeast of Australia.  

 Slight chance of above median rainfall for the Top End 
and northern Queensland, noting this is the dry season 
for the tropical north.  

Streamflow outlook for June–August 2017 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall, July–September 2017 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature,  
July–September 2017 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature,  
July–September 2017 


