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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 The 2015–16 El Niño remains but continues to 
weaken. Models suggest neutral conditions by June 
2016 

 The Indian Ocean remains very warm and ocean 
temperatures are warmer than average around 
much of Australia 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Northern Australia is experiencing an unseasonably 
long break in the summer monsoon—with below-
average January–February rainfall, coinciding with 
warmer-than-average temperatures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The first tropical cyclone formed in late-January—
the second-latest start since records began in 1950; 
only three cyclones have formed in the Australian 
region so far  

 Maximum and minimum temperatures were 
generally above average at most locations for 
summer 

 Mean summer temperatures for Australia ranked 
sixth-warmest on record  

 

 

 

 

Climate outlook 

 Warmer-than-average days are likely for much of 
Australia for the April–June period, except for 
some areas of the southern interior 

 Nights are most likely to be warmer than average 
across the entire country 

 April–June rainfall is likely to be below average 
across the tropical north, suggesting a dry end to 
the northern wet season 

Maximum temperature deciles, December 2015 – February 2016 

Autumn and early winter temperatures are likely to be warmer than normal for most of Australia. Rainfall for the same 

period is likely to be below median in the north and above median in the south. The 2015–16 El Niño is weakening, 

with neutral conditions most likely after June and a very small chance of La Niña emerging later in the year.  

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature,  
April–June 2016 

Rainfall deciles, December 2015 – February 2016 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 

j.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 Above-average April–June rainfall is likely across 
much of southern Australia, especially in South 
Australia extending to parts of western New South 
Wales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

 

 Streamflows in February were low at 114 locations, 
near median at 80 locations and high at 41 locations 

 

 February modelled lower-layer (10–100 cm) soil 
moisture was below average for most of the tropical 
north and western Tasmania, but above average 
across most of the south coast 

 Low streamflows for this time of the year expected 
at 110 locations; near-median flows more likely at 
57 locations; high flows more likely at 75 locations 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall, April–June 2016 

Observed streamflow, February 2016 
Forecast streamflow, March–May 2016 

Lower layer soil moisture deciles, February 2016 


