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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 El Niño and Indian Ocean Dipole are currently neutral  

 Global models show increased chance of El Niño  
this year 

 Increased likelihood of positive Indian Ocean Dipole  
by August 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Rainfall for Australia during February was near average, 
however a marked contrast exists between east and 
west 

 February national mean temperature was 0.33 °C above 
average. Mean daily maximum temperature was 0.46 °C 
above average and mean daily minimum temperature 
0.20 °C above average. 

Australia’s severe weather, 2016–17 

 Five tropical cyclones (so far) 

 One severe tropical cyclone and two coastal 
crossings 

 One major fire outbreak—with nine major fires—in New 
South Wales in February 

 Four separate heatwave events with one prolonged, 
record-setting period from 9–12 February 

 Widespread flooding in September 2016 

 Major thunderstorms in South Australia, Queensland and 
New South Wales 

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

 Observed streamflows for February 2017 were: 

 High at 68 locations 

 Near median at 101 locations 

 Low at 123 locations 

Early autumn rainfall and severe tropical cyclone Debbie interrupted the dry pattern expected over the country’s east. The 

outlook for autumn and early winter temperatures are likely to be warmer than normal for most of Australia. Rainfall for the 

same period is likely to be below median in the south and above median along the north coast. El Niño signals are becoming 

more evident, with six of eight international models indicating increased chances of El Niño by August 2017.  

Rainfall deciles, February 2017 

Maximum temperature deciles, February 2017 February 2017 observed streamflow terciles 
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More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 

joel.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 Compared to average at this time of year, the 
streamflow outlook for March to May is for: 

 high flows more likely at 113 locations 

 near-median flows at 75 locations 

 low flows at 115 locations 

Climate outlook 

 Warmer than average days likely for much of Australia 
for April–June, except some areas of the Top End 

 Nights are likely to be warmer than average across most 
of the country 

 

 April–June rainfall is likely to be: 

 Below average for most of the country 

 Above average across the tropical north 

Chance of exceeding median rainfall, April–June 2017 

Most likely streamflow outlook for March to May 2017 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature,  
April–June 2017 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature,  
April–June 2017 


