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Climate influences and conditions 

Climate influences 

 El Niño–Southern Oscillation and Indian Ocean Dipole are 
currently neutral  

 Global models show increased chance of El Niño  
this year, but odds have decreased since last month 

 Increased chance of positive Indian Ocean Dipole  
by August 

Recent rainfall and temperatures 

 Autumn was quite dry overall, but four distinct rainfall 
events made their mark on the season 

 Two tropical cyclones in March 

 Tropical air mass brought heavy rain to South 
Australia in April (see April map below) 

 More than 100 mm for north Queensland in May  

 

 April rainfall ranked 10th highest for South Australia. 
Nationally, April rainfall was 16% below average. 

 Australian mean daily maximum temperature ranked 6th 
highest for autumn.  

Streamflow conditions and outlook 

 Observed streamflows for April 2017 were: 

 High at 109 locations 

 Near median at 115 locations 

 Low at 74 locations 

Despite neutral climate drivers, most of Australia was quite dry for autumn—except for four large, distinct rainfall events. 

Temperatures were above average in March and May, but near average for April. Overall, autumn saw above-average 

temperatures. Looking ahead to winter, a warm, dry pattern is favoured for the southern half of Australia.  

Rainfall deciles, autumn-to-date,  
1 March – 22 May 2017 

Maximum temperature deciles,  
autumn-to-date, 1 March – 22 May 2017 

April 2017 observed streamflow terciles 
Rainfall deciles, April 2017 



National Climate and Water Briefing 

25 May 2017 

More information 
Rainfall and temperature outlooks 

www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks 

Seasonal streamflow forecasts and water storage 

www.bom.gov.au/water 

Contact 
Joel Lisonbee, Senior Climate Liaison Officer 

(02) 6210 3001 

joel.lisonbee@bom.gov.au 

 Compared to average at this time of year, the 
streamflow outlook for May to July is for: 

 high flows more likely at 148 locations 

 near-median flows at 88 locations 

 low flows at 70 locations 

Climate outlook 

 Winter maximum temperatures are likely to be above 
average for southern states. Near equal chance of 
above- or below-median maximum temperatures for the 
north.  

 Minimum temperatures are likely to be higher for 
Victoria, Tasmania, southern Western Australia, and the 
New South Wales coast.  

 Winter rainfall is likely to be below median for the 
southern half of the country. Chance of above median 
rainfall for the Top End, noting that the tropical north is in 
its dry season.  

Chance of exceeding median rainfall, June–August 2017 

Streamflow outlook for May–July 2017 

Chance of exceeding median maximum temperature,  
June–August 2017 

Chance of exceeding median minimum temperature,  
June–August 2017 


