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Water Regulations 2008 

Water Regulations 2008, Part 7—water 
information 

The Bureau of Meteorology (the Bureau) 

administers Part 7 of the Water Regulations 

2008.1 The regulations support the Bureau’s 

water information functions under the Water 

Act 2007.2 They define who must give water 

information to the Bureau and the time and 

format in which data must be given.  

Around 200 organisations give water 

information to the Bureau. About 80 of these 

are businesses or not-for-profit entities. 

We recognise that organisations bear costs to 

comply with the regulations. Each organisation 

differs in size, complexity, and the data they 

hold. Our approach is to work with providers to 

support data delivery, and to limit the impact 

on their business. 

Benefits of improved water information 

Data collected under the regulations allow for 

insight into the current and future state of water 

in Australia. You can find many of the products 

and services we create from these data at 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water.  

From one site, Australians have free access to:  

 national datasets of streamflow, 

groundwater, storage levels, design rainfall 

estimates, and water market activity; 

                                                
 
1 https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2008L02170  
2 https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2007A00137  

 water resources models, assessments, 

analyses and accounts; and,   

 flood and streamflow forecasts. 

Our national datasets, analyses, and forecasts 

inform policy, investment, and operational 

decisions. They also support water reform and 

public trust in resource management. 

Our Regulator Performance Framework  

Under the Government's Regulator 

Performance Framework,3 the Bureau must 

assess its performance against six key 

indicators. To do this, we use agreed metrics 

published on our website.4 These metrics were 

developed in consultation with relevant 

business and community groups.  

In January 2017, the Deputy Prime Minister 

and then Minister for Agriculture and Water 

Resources agreed to a minor update to our 

metrics. The changes support a better 

structure for our evidence against the key 

performance indicators.  

Our approach to self-assessment  

We show performance against the framework 

with evidence that describes both our systems 

and the activities we undertake.  

To report on our performance, we use the 

traffic-light scale shown on the next page. We 

3 http://www.cuttingredtape.gov.au/resources/rpf  
4 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/performanceFramewk.shtml 

Overview 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2008L02170
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2008L02170
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2007A00137
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2007A00137
http://www.bom.gov.au/water
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/F2008L02170
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2007A00137
http://www.cuttingredtape.gov.au/resources/rpf
http://www.cuttingredtape.gov.au/resources/rpf
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/performanceFramewk.shtml
http://www.cuttingredtape.gov.au/resources/rpf
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/performanceFramewk.shtml
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Water Regulations 2008 

evaluate the evidence against government and 

stakeholder expectations, and in the context of 

our regulatory size and impact.  

Evidence collection 

We record evidence of activities in enterprise 

software and an internal register. Activities 

include consultations and stakeholder 

interactions, ministerial correspondence, 

newsletters, website changes, meetings, data 

sharing, and industry events and 

memberships.  

This year we also carried out a survey of data 

providers. We sought comment on how we 

administer the regulations, interact with our 

regulated community, and where we can 

improve. We received 43 responses and 

present these results to support our self-

assessment.  

Quotes within this report are from various 

sources including survey responses, emails 

and other correspondence. 

Certification 

The CEO and Director of Meteorology certified 

this report, and it was provided to the Minister 

for Agriculture and Water Resources.  

 

 

Assessment key: 

Good practice Systems and practice meet expectations 

Well placed Some targeted improvement possible 

Need improvement Need for considerable change 

Poor or limited capability Does not meet expectations 
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Performance for 2016-17 

Performance in 2016–17

The Bureau follows good practice for three of 

the six performance indicators (KPI 3, 4 and 5). 

We are well-placed against the rest (KPI 1, 2 

and 6).  

Our links to the water industry are strong—

shown by Bureau staff involvement in industry 

associations and events. We also seek regular 

feedback from data providers through 

consultative and reference groups. 5 

We ensure that advice on the regulations is 

clear, up to date, and easy to find. We do this 

using a range of tools to communicate and 

manage interactions with regulated entities. 

This year the Bureau made more changes to 

the Water Regulations 2008 to reduce 

reporting requirements. An amendment in 

March 2017 implemented the final 

recommendations of the Interagency working 

group on Commonwealth water information 

provision. The changes streamline reporting for 

urban water utilities. They also ease reporting 

for rural water utilities. These changes respond 

to recommendation 18 of the Independent 

Review of the Water Act 2007. 

Our published principles and policies6 govern 

how we make changes to the regulations. The 

policies guide how we work with data providers 

to refine requirements. This includes changes 

to water data formats and to documents 

                                                
 
5 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/about/consultation/index.shtml 

incorporated in the regulations. Under the 

policies, any change must be transparent, well 

communicated, and have clear benefits to 

Australia that outweigh costs to affected 

organisations.  

Opportunities to improve 

There are areas where we can improve. We 

also need to complete work started in 

response to last year's assessment.  

In 2017–18, we will:  

 Continue to give data providers more 

information on how we use their data and 

the benefits from that use (see KPI 5). 

 Complete work to simplify our regulations 

website. This will help data providers find 

the advice they need (see KPI 2). 

 Work to better understand data providers 

and how they manage their data (see 

KPI 1), in order to tailor our 

communications accordingly (see KPI 6).  

6 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml  

Self-assessment summary 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/about/consultation/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/interagencyWorkingGroup.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/interagencyWorkingGroup.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/interagencyWorkingGroup.shtml
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/policy/legislation/water-act-review
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/policy/legislation/water-act-review
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml
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The Water Regulations only require named 

organisations to give data they already have. 

The Bureau works closely with organisations 

and water associations to understand the 

industry. This helps us to refine requirements 

and reduce data delivery costs. For example, 

we develop tools and guidelines to automate 

data transfer. We also encourage data 

provision via larger third parties, such as State 

agencies. 

Regulated entities will find us at key water 

industry events and conferences. They can also 

contact the Bureau directly through email 

addresses on our website (metric 1.1). 

Enterprise software is in place to manage and 

record such interactions. This helps staff to 

co-ordinate communications with data providers 

in response to feedback. 

We undertake regular review of requirements 

under our principles and policies.7 These 

policies require that changes to the regulations 

have clear benefits to Australia. We must also 

clearly communicate any change and minimise 

the impact on regulated entities (metrics 1.2 

and 5.2).  

Feedback from data providers suggests we 

have more to do to understand the industry. 

                                                
 
7 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml  

Only 35% of survey respondents agree that we 

understand their organisation, and how they 

manage data. 

Metric 1.1 

We have documented mechanisms in place to 

understand the operating environment of 

regulated entities, including use of feedback 

from existing complaint mechanisms and 

surveys of the regulated entities.  

In 2016–17 we: 

 met with data providers on at least 30 

occasions 

 replied to more than 60 email queries in our 

dedicated regulations email inbox and data 

support inboxes 

 recorded 2700 interactions with data 

providers including emails, letters, and 

phone calls; this includes 700 dealings with 

businesses and not-for-profit entities 

 attended more than 40 conferences and 

industry events; made 51 presentations; 

and staffed seven trade stands 

(Appendix C)  

 undertook a survey of data providers; these 

results are presented throughout this report. 

KPI 1. Do not unnecessarily impede the efficient operation of 

regulated entities      

The Bureau of Meteorology is well 

placed against KPI 1. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/principlesPolicies.shtml
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Metric 1.2  

The Bureau regularly reviews policies, procedures and requirements and consults with stakeholders, 

independent experts and industry associations 

 We consulted with affected parties before any 

change to requirements. 

 Actions we took to ease reporting requirements 

included an amendment to the Water Regulations 

(see case study: streamlined reporting for data 

providers, page 6).  

 We reviewed all documents incorporated in the 

regulations ensuring they are up to date 

(Appendix D).   

 Our policies and procedures are published and up 

to date (Appendix D). 

 Feedback and input on changes received 

from more than 50 affected organisations.  

 Fifteen meetings held with dedicated 

consultative and reference groups 

(Appendix B).  

 The Bureau is a corporate member of the 

Australian Water Association.  

 Our staff are members of more than 

16 industry organisations (Appendix A). 

 
 
 

 Survey snapshot 

 
of survey participants agreed that the Water Regulations are easy to comply with; 

16% disagreed.   

 
agreed that the regulations impose reasonable timeframes for their organisation to deliver 

water information; only 7% disagreed. 

 
agreed that the Bureau undertakes effective consultation before changes are made to 

requirements; no-one disagreed. 

 

 

81% 

67% 

74% 
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Case study: streamlined reporting for data providers 

In March 2016, the government released a report from the Interagency Working Group on 

Commonwealth water information provision in response to recommendation 18 of the Independent 

Review of the Water Act 2007. The report identified measures to reduce the regulatory burden and 

costs of providing water information.  

In December 2017, the Bureau published a report on the outcomes of efforts by the working group 

agencies to address each of the actions and recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/interagencyWorkingGroup.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/interagencyWorkingGroup.shtml
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/policy/legislation/water-act-review
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/policy/legislation/water-act-review
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/IAWGOutcomes.pdf
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Recommendations  

All four recommendations of the working group have been achieved with two amendments to the 

Water Regulations 2008.  

The first, made in April 2016, reduced reporting requirements and frequency for rural water 

utilities, State and Territory agencies.  

A second amendment in March 2017 further reduced rural water use reporting requirements. It 

also streamlined urban water information reporting—aligning reporting between the Bureau’s 

National Water Account and the Urban National Performance Report within the regulations. 

Actions 

 Action 1. Changes from the 2017 amendment removed duplication between Bureau data 

requirements and ACCC questions on its requests for information. The Bureau also 

published an online water markets dashboard. 

 Action 2. Since the amendments, there is no overlap between Bureau and ABS 

requirements for most rural water utilities, as they no longer give water use information 

directly to the Bureau. The ABS and the Bureau have also aligned definitions. 

 Action 3. The ABS and the Bureau have aligned overlapping urban water indicators to 

enable data sharing. 

 Action 4. The Bureau and the MDBA have been working together, and with State agencies 

that provide data, to enable sharing of information about water use, trades and leases. 

 Action 5. The Bureau has a new database application through which urban water utilities 

can enter their urban water information. The Bureau and the ABS are working together to 

expand the database application, to cover all urban water information required by both 

agencies. 

 Action 6. No significant crossover in the information required from rural water entities 

remains between the ABS, ACCC or the Bureau. 
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Clear communication is important to maintain 

the Water Regulations and to achieve 

compliance. The Bureau uses e-newsletters, 

emails, letters, phone calls, meetings, and 

workshops to keep data providers informed and 

to seek their feedback.  

Organisations can access guidance on the 

Water Regulations from our website 

(metric 2.1). This includes information about the 

regulations, our compliance framework 

(see KPI 4), and how to deliver data. We 

regularly review the web pages and ensure the 

site is up to date after any change to 

requirements. 

Direct help from and feedback to Bureau staff is 

available via email addresses on our website.8 

Organisations can also find their individual 

requirements using our Regulations Online 

tool.9 This gives organisation-specific detail on 

what data they must deliver, when and how. 

While our survey of data providers indicated 

broad satisfaction with our advice, many said 

our website was hard to use. Last year we 

undertook to simplify our water regulations web 

pages. Work on this is progressing and we will 

update the site in 2017–18.  

                                                
 
8 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/about/waterContacts/index.shtml  

Metric 2.1 

Advice and guidance is widely available to 

stakeholders, with feedback mechanisms in 

place to support and inform continuous 

improvement. 

 Up-to-date requirements for individual 

organisations are available at Regulations 

Online—visited more than 450 times a 

month, on average. 

 More than 60 emails received during the 

year via dedicated email addresses.  

 More than 1000 separate letters, emails, 

and newsletters sent to inform 

organisations about changes in reporting 

requirements. 

 Nearly 20,000 views of the Water 

Regulations web pages through the year.  

 More than 1600 downloads of supporting 

documents.  

 Forty-one updates to Bureau water 

information web pages.  

 

 

 

 

9 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php  

KPI 2. Communication with regulated entities is clear, 

targeted and effective 

The Bureau of Meteorology is well 

placed against KPI 2. 

‘That’s good news—means I 
do not need to provide any 

additional information.’ 
 

Kieran McAndrew,  
Clarence Valley Council 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/about/waterContacts/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/about/waterContacts/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php
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Metric 2.2 

The Bureau seeks feedback from stakeholders on guidance and advice provided via a wide range of 

mechanisms, including stakeholder surveys. 

 Data provider survey with 43 responses—

shows broad satisfaction with help and 

guidance.  

 We sought direct feedback from 110 data 

providers on any concerns with two 

proposed updates to metadata 

requirements and explanatory notes. We 

only received 21 responses, most of which 

were positive. 

 More than 60 emails received during the year via 

dedicated email addresses.  

 Feedback from stakeholders captured in more 

than 2700 interactions recorded in our customer 

relationship management database. 

 

Survey snapshot 

 
of survey participants agreed that it is easy to find information on the Water Regulations; 

only 7% disagreed. 

 
agreed that the Bureau gives good advice and guidance on the Water Regulations; only 

2% disagreed. 

 
agreed that the Bureau gives clear advice on regulatory changes; only 5% disagreed. 

 

 

 

 

81% 

74% 

72% 
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The Bureau has a risk-based and proportionate 

approach to non-compliance. A summary of the 

principles behind the Bureau’s compliance and 

enforcement strategy is on our website 

(metric 3.2).  

We prefer to work with data providers to 

encourage compliance. Any enforcement efforts 

focus on water information of greatest 

importance to Bureau services. If we find an 

issue, we take measured steps to return 

organisations to compliance.  

So far, the Bureau has not used formal 

enforcement actions available under the 

Water Act. 

We revised our monitoring, compliance, and 

enforcement strategies at the start of 2016 

(metric 3.2). They are consistent with legislated 

requirements. They also align with Australian 

National Audit Office better practice and, 

broader Commonwealth and Bureau risk 

management policies (metric 3.1). 

Data providers and survey responders have not 

raised any concerns about the Bureau’s 

compliance framework or actions.  

 

Metric 3.1 

Our risk management policies and procedures 

are available to regulator staff and the public. 

 The public can access the Bureau-wide risk 

management framework on page 25 of our 

2017–18 Corporate Plan. 

 Bureau staff can access risk management 

policies, registers and business continuity 

plans on the intranet. These apply to the 

regulations and are reviewed annually. 

 

Metric 3.2 

Our compliance and enforcement strategies are 

published and are consistent with agreed risk 

management policies. 

 A summary of the principles and strategy 

behind the Bureau’s compliance and 

enforcement approach is on our website 

(Appendix D). 

 Internal compliance and enforcement 

policies and procedures were last reviewed 

in 2016 and are available to staff. 

 

 

 

KPI 3. Actions undertaken by regulators are 

proportionate to the regulatory risk being managed 

The Bureau of Meteorology follows 

good practice against KPI 3. 

‘I appreciate the detailed description and response … and your offer of 
assistance’ 

 

Jadynne Harvey, SA Water 

http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/Bureau-of-Meteorology-Corporate-Plan-2017-18.pdf
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Our approach to compliance is risk based. We 

use a light touch based on what data we know 

organisations hold. KPI 3 describes our 

graduated response to possible 

non-compliance. The aim is to restore data 

supply without use of enforcement actions. 

Bureau staff that manage data receipt also lead 

efforts to monitor compliance. Internal policies 

and customer relations software are in place to 

manage compliance interactions with data 

providers (metric 4.1). This helps us coordinate 

actions and prevent duplicate data requests.  

The Bureau often meets with other agencies on 

how to share water information. Through the 

interagency working group, we have made 

many changes with partner agencies to ease 

reporting (see case study: streamlined reporting 

for data providers, page 6). This includes an 

amendment to the Water Regulations made in 

March 2017 (metric 4.1). We also have 

agreements to share information with other 

Commonwealth regulators (metric 4.2).  

An increase in data sharing and supply of water 

information to other regulators is a focus of our 

work. This year the Bureau released the Water 

Information Dashboard—this tool makes water 

market and storage data available to other 

government agencies such as ABARES. 

Metric 4.1 

Demonstrated effort to reduce number and 

crossover of information requirements imposed 

on regulated entities. 

As part of ongoing reviews, the Bureau has: 

 Removed twelve organisations from the 

regulations where data sought are not held, 

are of limited value to Bureau products or 

could be given by a third party.  

 Amended the Water Regulations to 

streamline reporting for urban water utilities 

and further reduce requirements on rural 

water utilities.  

 Set up an urban water information database 

for the single entry of data. 

 Completed actions to reduce duplicate data 

requests (see case study: streamlined 

reporting for data providers, page 6).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

KPI 4. Compliance and monitoring approaches are 

streamlined and coordinated 

The Bureau of Meteorology follows 

good practice against KPI 4. 

‘The reduction of duplication is 
appreciated.’ 

 

Terry Fagg, Western Downs Regional 
Council 
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Metric 4.2 

Demonstrated effort to share and receive information among regulators, where appropriate. 

 Two collaborative Heads of Agreements to 

share water information: Murray–Darling 

Basin Authority (signed 2013); Geoscience 

Australia (signed 2012). 

 Datasets sought from or given to 

Commonwealth, State and local 

government agencies or their contractors 

on more than 15 occasions, including with 

ABARES10,  CEWO, CSIRO, DAWR, GA, 

MDBA, the Productivity Commission, and 

the DTMR (see table below for more detail). 

 Completed actions to share data and to 

streamline requests (see case study, 

page 6).  

 Seventeen formal meetings with other 

Commonwealth regulators to discuss 

collaboration and sharing of information 

including National Water Information 

Exchange meetings (see Appendix B) and 

interactions with representatives from the 

ABS, ABARES, ACCC, CEWO, DAWR, and 

the MDBA. 

 
 

Examples of dataset sharing with other agencies 

MDBA 
Water trade data provided to the Murray–Darling Basin Authority through data 

sharing arrangements between Commonwealth agencies. Data used in the 

MDBA's yearly Basin Plan reporting. 

ABARES 

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences use our 

data to produce the Australian water markets report series. These reports inform 

market participants, regulators, and policy makers about water market activity. 

CSIRO 

Information on surface water, ground water levels, and water rights and allocations 

has been given to CSIRO. This allowed scientists to undertake analyses as part of 

the Bioregional assessments programme and minimised extra requests to data 

owners.  

                                                
 
10 ABARES: Australian Bureau of Agriculture and Resource Economics; ABS: Australian Bureau of Statistics; ACCC: Australian Competition and Consumer 

Commission; CEWO: Commonwealth Environmental Water Office; CSIRO: Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation; DAWR: 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources; GA: Geoscience Australia; MDBA: Murray Darling Basin Authority; and DTMR: Department of Transport and 
Main Roads.  
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Documents incorporated in the regulations set 

out reporting responsibilities for individual 

organisations. These are up to date and 

available at all times from our website.11 

Current requirements for each data provider are 

also on Regulations Online. This tool gives 

organisation-specific detail on what data must 

be given and when. 

We make changes to regulatory requirements 

under our published policies. These policies 

require us to consult affected organisations and 

to give prompt notice of changes (see also KPIs 

1 and 2). To keep changes transparent, we 

publish a register of changes made to the list of 

organisations named in the regulations. We 

also preserve historical versions of regulations 

documents.  

Last year we undertook to provide more 

information on how we use the data given to us 

under the Water Regulations. Work on this is 

progressing and we hope to give organisation 

specific information by the end of 2018. 

Since 2014, we have worked with data 

providers to identify and document metadata 

requirements. This work is nearly complete and 

makes clear the contextual information data 

providers must give with their water information.   

                                                
 
11 http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations     

To manage dealings with data providers we 

record interactions in a customer relationship 

management system. We aim to respond to all 

queries from emails, letters, and phone calls 

within ten working days (metric 5.1). 

Metric 5.1 

Our responses to requests from regulated 

entities are provided within specified 

timeframes. 

 Enquiries to regulations@bom.gov.au had 

average response times of less than two 

days. 

 

Metric 5.2 

We undertake appropriate consultation with 

stakeholders prior to significant regulatory or 

policy changes. 

 All changes to requirements in 2016–17 

preceded by consultation. 

 Feedback and input on changes received 

from more than 50 affected organisations.  

 Regular e-newsletters sent to update 

recipients on water information and 

regulations activities. Nearly 50% of 

recipients open these messages. 

  

KPI 5. Regulators are open and transparent in their 

dealings with regulated entities   

The Bureau of Meteorology follows 

good practice against KPI 5. 

"Really appreciate this closing of 
the loop!" 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations
mailto:regulations@bom.gov.au
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The Bureau has regular meetings with data 

providers to discuss how to improve the Water 

Regulations. These include advisory groups, 

facilitated meetings, and targeted workshops 

(metric 6.1). We also seek feedback through 

channels described in KPIs 1, 2 and 5.  

Before any change to requirements we consult 

affected data providers (see metric 5.2). Email 

correspondence, formal letters, and facilitated 

meetings all preceded the March 2017 

amendment to the regulations. 

Survey snapshot 

 
agreed that the Bureau 

undertakes effective consultation 

on amendments before we make 

changes. 

We regularly brief the Minister for Agriculture 

and Water Resources and the Department of 

Agriculture and Water Resources about our 

work (metric 6.2). This includes work to improve 

the Water Regulations and feedback from data 

providers. We also share our work with other 

Commonwealth agencies that have a water 

interest. 

Survey responses show there are some areas 

we can improve. In particular, there is a wish for 

more stable regulatory requirements. Smaller 

data providers would also like more direct 

communication on changes, and how these will 

affect them. 

Metric 6.1 

We hold stakeholder events regularly to inform 

the development and/or amendment of 

regulatory frameworks.  

 Fifteen meetings held with dedicated 

advisory groups (Appendix B).  

 More than 30 meetings held with data 

providers to discuss data provision and 

requirements.  

 

Metric 6.2 

Documented procedures are in place to 

facilitate the flow of information between the 

Bureau and Commonwealth policy 

departments.  

In 2016–17 we: 

 sent eleven briefs to the Minister about 

water information and regulatory changes 

 held six meetings about the regulations and 

water information with the Department of 

Agriculture and Water Resources 

 chaired two National Water Information 

Exchange meetings to share information 

among Commonwealth agencies that have 

water information and policy responsibilities 

(Appendix B). 

 

KPI 6. Regulators actively contribute to the continuous 

improvement of regulatory frameworks 

The Bureau of Meteorology is well 

placed against KPI 6. 

‘Thank you for allowing us plenty 
of time to be able to consider 

this.’ 

67% 
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Australian Hydrographers Association 

Australian Institute of Project Management 

Australian National Committee on Large Dams 

(ANCOLD) 

Australian Water Association 

Canberra Hydrological Society 

Chartered Accountants Australia and New 

Zealand 

Engineers Australia NSW Water Panel 

Environmental Engineering Society 

Financial Services Institute of Australasia 

(FINSIA) 

Hydrological Society of South Australia 

International Association of Hydrogeologists 

International Commission on Irrigation and 

Drainage (ICID) 

National Groundwater Subcommittee 

Nile Basin Capacity Building Network 

Queensland Groundwater Dependent 

Ecosystem Working Group 

World Meteorological Organization 

 

 

Appendix A. Industry memberships  
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Consultative group Description Meetings 

Jurisdictional 
Reference Group for 
Water Information 
(JRGWI) 

Coordinates water information activities with States and 
Territories. The group has members from major water 
utilities and State water agencies. 

Jul 2016;  
Nov 2016; 
May 2017 

National Water 
Information Exchange 
(NWIE) 

Forum to coordinate water information activities across 
Commonwealth agencies. Members include the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission, Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Office, CSIRO, Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources, Department of the 
Environment and Energy, Geoscience Australia, 
Murray–Darling Basin Authority, Productivity 
Commission and the Treasury.  

Oct 2016;  
Mar 2017 

Water Monitoring 
Standardisation 
Technical Committee 
(WaMSTeC) 

Brings together water industry representatives to 
develop water monitoring guidelines for Australia. 
Includes 27 members from industry, Commonwealth and 
State agencies. 

Nov 2016; 
May 2017;  
(subcommittee 
meetings  
Jun 2017) 

National Water 
Account Committee 
(NWAC) 

Formed by representatives from Commonwealth 
Government, and State and Territory lead water 
agencies, to give strategic advice on the National Water 
Account. The committee guides the collaborative 
development of the account and its alignment to user 
needs. 

Dec 2016;  
Jun 2017 

Urban National 
Performance Report 
Roundtable Group 

Representatives from State water agencies and the 
Water Services Association. Advise on urban water 
information data requirements. 

Oct 2016; 
May 2017 

Groundwater Products 
Reference Group 

Representatives from Commonwealth and State 
agencies advise on groundwater products and data 
requirements. 

Nov 2016; 
May 2017 
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2016 Australian Climate and Water Summer 
Institute, ANU 

2016 CSIRO Awards 

43rd International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH) Congress 

8th Australian Stream Management Conference 

Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler regatta, 
Thredbo 

Australian Hydrographers Association 
Conference 

Australian National Committee on Large Dams 
(ANCOLD) National Conference 

Australian Stream Management Conference 

AWA ACT Water Matters Conference 

AWA Bureau Briefings—Agribusiness; 
Associations; Energy & Mining; Finance, 
Banking & Insurance 

AWA Tasmania conference 

AWA Tasmania Dam Management Seminar 

AWA Victoria Awards 

Canberra Hydrological Society presentation 

Dams Industry Working Group 

Drainage System Asia Summit 2016 

Engineers Australia Western Australia Water 
Engineering Panel Seminar 

Floodplain Management Association 
conference 

Forum Mathematics for Industry 2016, Brisbane 

Goyder Institute Water Forum, SA 

Hydrology and Water Resources Symposium 
2016 

Innovyze User Conference 

International Symposium on Digital Earth & 
Locate17 

International Water Association (IWA) World 
Water Congress and Exhibition 

Local Government NSW Annual Conference 

Melbourne University GIS workshop 

NSW International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH) branch meeting 

NT Water in the Bush 2016 

OzEWEX 3rd National Workshop 

OzWater 2017 

PyCon Australia 2016 

QLD International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH) branch meeting 

SA International Association of Hydrogeologists 
(IAH) branch meeting 

South Australian Hydrological Society Seminar 

Stormwater Australia National Conference 

Vic Farmers Federation presentation 

VIC International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH) branch meeting 

VICWater Annual Conference 

Water NZ Conference 

World Water Congress, Mexico
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Document URL Reviewed 

Regulatory documents, requirements, formats, and schemas 

Persons and Classes of Persons 
(incorporated document)  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Persons_and_Classes_of_Persons.pdf  

September 2016 

March 2017 

Metadata and Contextual Information 
Requirements 
(incorporated document)   

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Metadata_and_contextual_information_requirements-
v3.pdf  

March 2017 

Urban water management 
(incorporated document) 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Urban_Water_Management_Information_Requirements
_v1.pdf  

March 2017 

Commercially sensitive sites 
(incorporated document) 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Commercially_sensitive_sites.pdf  

November 2016 

Administrative Instrument  
(prescribing required formats) 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataFormat/docu
ment/Current_AI_March2017.pdf 

March 2017 

Category 7 Reporting Handbook http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/CategorySevenReportingHandbook.pdf 

March 2017 

Water Data Transfer Format 
Resources 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/standards/wdtf/index.shtml  13 December 2013 

National Groundwater Information 
System schema 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataDelivery/over
view/cat2eDataFormat.shtml  

January 2013 

Register of changes http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Register_of_changes.pdf  

March 2017 

Explanatory notes – Surface water 
resource information metadata 
requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat1-v1.pdf  

May 2014 

Explanatory notes – Ground water 
resource information metadata 
requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat2-v1.pdf  

May 2014 

Explanatory notes – Water storage 
information metadata requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat3-v1.pdf  

January 2015 

Explanatory notes – Meteorological 
information metadata requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat4-v1.pdf  

August 2016 

Explanatory notes – Information 
about water rights, allocations and 
trades, metadata requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat6-v1.pdf  

August 2016 

Explanatory notes – Water quality 
information metadata requirements 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/docum
ent/Expl_notes_metadata_cat9-v1.pdf  

August 2016 

Corporate documents 

Corporate plan http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/Bureau-of-Meteorology-
Corporate-Plan-2017–18.pdf  

Risk management framework on page 25 

2017 

Privacy policy 
 
 

http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/BoMPrivacyPolicy_v1_Appro
ved_20140307.pdf  

March 2014 
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Document URL Reviewed 

Principles, policies and procedures 

Water Regulations Compliance 
Strategy 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/complianceStrate
gy.shtml  

2016 

Overarching principles for maintaining 
the Water Regulations 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Principl
es_for_maintaining_Water_Regs.pdf  

February 2014 

Amending Part 7 of the Water 
Regulations 2008  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Regs_
Amendment_Policy.pdf  

March 2016 

Changing the Persons and Classes of 
Persons incorporated document  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Regs_
Name_Changes_Policy.pdf  

March 2016 

Issuing and maintaining the 
Administrative Instrument  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Admini
strative_Instrument_Policy.pdf  

March 2016 

Changing the Metadata and 
Contextual Information Requirements 
incorporated document  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Regs_
Metadata_Requirements_Policy.pdf  

March 2016 

Changing the Commercially Sensitive 
Sites incorporated document  

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/Regs_
Commercially_Sensitive_Sites_Policy.pdf  

March 2016 

Versioning and release of the Water 
Data Transfer Format 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/document/WDTF
_Versioning_Policy.pdf  

February 2014 

Publication policy Bureau of Meteorology internal document March 2016 

Other advice and guidance 

Data Licensing http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataLicensing/ind
ex.shtml  

2013 

Regulations online http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php  March 2017 

Data delivery http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataDelivery/inde
x.shtml  

March 2017 
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