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This document provides explanatory information about metadata listed in the 
document titled Metadata and Contextual Information Requirements, for provision 
with water use information (Category 5).  
 
These explanatory notes apply to: 
 
Category 5: Water use information 
 
Subcategory 5a: Total volume of surface water take in each water management 
area, expressed in megalitres; 
 
Subcategory 5b: Volume of surface water take for irrigation networks in each 
water management area, expressed in megalitres; 
 
Subcategory 5c: Volume of surface water returned from irrigation networks to a 
watercourse in each water management area, expressed in megalitres; 
 
Subcategory 5d: Volume of surface water take (excluding take for irrigation 
networks) in each water management area, expressed in megalitres; 
 
Subcategory 5e: Volume of water delivered to a surface water resource through 
inter-basin transfer (excluding transfers relating to water trades) in each water 
management area, expressed in megalitres; 
 
Subcategory 5f: Volume of ground water extracted under each ground water 
licence, expressed in megalitres;  
 
Subcategory 5g: Volume of ground water extracted in each water management 
area, otherwise than under a ground water licence, expressed in megalitres; and 
 
Subcategory 5h: Volume of water delivered to a ground water resource for aquifer 
replenishment in each water management area, expressed in megalitres. 
 

 
The Metadata and Contextual Information Requirements document is incorporated by 
reference in the Water Regulations 2008 (the regulations). It lists the metadata and 
contextual information elements that named organisations are required to give when 
providing their water information to the Bureau of Meteorology (the Bureau).  
 
The regulations previously contained general requirements and a broad direction for 
data providers to give all metadata related to the water information subcategories. 
This document defines the metadata and contextual information elements for 
Category 5 and does not change the regulations’ requirement for organisations to 
give their related metadata and contextual information. 

1 Introduction 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/metadata.shtml
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As with other requirements in the regulations, you are only required to provide water 
information that is in your possession, custody or control. If you do not hold particular 
metadata or contextual information listed in the incorporated document in electronic 
format, you are not required to provide it to the Bureau. You are not required to 
provide information (including metadata) that is already in the Bureau’s possession.  
 
Common and subcategory-specific elements 
 
Some metadata and contextual information elements are common to all 
subcategories within a water information category. That is, these elements must be 
provided for each subcategory of water information.  
 
Other metadata and contextual information elements are subcategory-specific. They 
must be provided for the relevant subcategory, in addition to the common elements. 
 
Category 5 metadata elements are grouped into three families (Figure 1) and 
requirements under each subcategory are shown in Table 1.  
 
 
For enquiries about the Metadata and Contextual Information Requirements 
document or these explanatory notes please email regulations@bom.gov.au. 
 
Please email any questions about data formats for providing data and metadata to 
waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:regulations@bom.gov.au
mailto:waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au
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Figure 1. Metadata and contextual information elements for Category 5 
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Table 1 Metadata and contextual information elements by subcategory  

Metadata element 
Water data subcategory 

5a 5b 5c 5d 5e 5f 5g 5h 

Administrative metadata  

Data owner ID        

Data provider ID        

Name of State or Territory        

Name of surface water system        

Name of groundwater system        

Name of surface water management area         

Name of groundwater management area         

Name of irrigation network        

Origin State or Territory        

Origin water system        

Origin water management area         

Destination State or Territory        

Destination surface water system        

Destination groundwater system        

Destination surface water management area         

Destination groundwater management area         

Water system spatial boundaries1        

Water management area spatial boundaries1        

Licence metadata 

Water access entitlement ID        

Date water access entitlement issued        

Irrigation network link to water access entitlement        

Location of the extraction point        

Purpose of water taken        

Purpose of water extracted        

Resource type        

Origin resource type        

Destination resource type        

Volume metadata  

Unit of measure        

Comments        

                                                
1 Spatial boundaries are only required once, and again if they change. If spatial boundaries for a water 
system or water management area are common to all subcategories, they can be provided only once 
referring to all subcategories.   
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This chapter describes six metadata elements common to all subcategories in 
Category 5. 

2.1 Data owner ID 

Description 

The unique organisation ID assigned by the Bureau to any organisation that is listed in 
the Water Regulations 2008. 

The data owner is the organisation responsible for managing the collection of water 
observations (data) and information about these measurements (metadata).The 
designated data owner may differ from the data provider. 

Examples 

 w00004 

 w00150 

To request a data owner ID, email waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au 

2.2 Data provider ID 

Description 

The unique organisation ID assigned by the Bureau to any organisation that provides 
water information to the Bureau. 

The data provider is the organisation that provides data and metadata to the Bureau. 
The designated data owner may differ from the data provider. 

Examples 

 w00004 

 w00150 

To request a data provider ID, email waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au 

 

What is the difference between a data owner and data provider? 

More than 200 organisations are required to give specified water information to the 
Bureau under the Water Regulations 2008. In some cases, an organisation provides 
information to the Bureau via a third party, which may be a contractor or another 
organisation named in the regulations. In each case, the Bureau needs to know both 
the designated data owner and the data provider. The following scenarios demonstrate 
the difference between these two metadata elements. 

2 Common metadata and contextual information for 

Category 5  

mailto:waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au
mailto:waterdatasupport@bom.gov.au
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/search.php
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Scenario 1: Organisation A is the designated owner of the data and provides this data 
directly to the Bureau. In this scenario, organisation A is both the designated data 
owner and the data provider. There is a single, unique ID for the data owner and the 
data provider. 

Scenario 2: Organisation A is the designated owner of the data; however, there is an 
arrangement in place with organisation B—which is also named in the Water 
Regulations—to provide the data to the Bureau on behalf of organisation A. In this 
scenario, organisation A is the designated data owner, and organisation B is the data 
provider. The data owner and the data provider will have different unique IDs. 

Scenario 3: Organisation A is the designated owner of the data; however, a third party 
contractor collects and forwards the data to the Bureau on behalf of organisation A. In 
this scenario, organisation A is the designated data owner, and the contractor is the 
data provider. The data owner and the data provider will have different unique IDs.  

2.3 Unit of measure 

Description 

The unit of water volume prescribed in the regulation subcategory description. 

Example 

 Megalitres (ML)  (This is the prescribed unit of volume of water for all Category 5 data) 

2.4 Comments  

Description 

Commentary or notes on the caveats, inclusions, exclusions and data quality relating to 
the volume of water being reported. 

This may include precautionary comments, references, assumptions and discussion on 
limitations of the volume of water being reported.  

Note 

In some water management areas, where metered water volumes are not available, 
estimates can be provided with assumptions and caveats.   

Examples 

 This is metered water take 

 Estimated by assuming volume of extraction per bore multiplied by number of 
bores 

 Estimated e.g. volume equivalent to a proportion of the licensed amount 
assumed to equal water take 
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 Estimate is based on the range of piping water from short and long distances 
when deprived of groundwater. 

 Derived by taking total consumption and subtracting reuse water. 

 Calculated using measurements from multiple sites. 
 

What is a water management area? 

An area (however described) used by an agency of the Commonwealth or an agency 
of a State for the purposes of managing surface water or groundwater.  

Note: The following are examples of water management areas: 
a) river basins; 
b) catchments; 
c) aquifers; 
d) water sources; 
e) sustainable diversion limit resource units. 

Source: Water Regulations 2008 (Schedule 3, Part 1) and Australian Water Information 
Dictionary, 2017. 

 

What is a water system? 

A water system can either be surface water or groundwater for the purpose of 
Category 5 requirements. 

Surface water system: This is an area that is hydrologically connected and defined, 
normally at a higher level than surface water management area, for the purposes of 
managing surface water.   

Groundwater system: This is a collective term for areas that are described normally at 
a higher level than groundwater management area, for the purposes of managing 
groundwater. 
 
Note: There may be several groundwater and/or surface water management areas 
within a water system, but there must be at least one.  
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2.5 Water system spatial boundaries 

Description 

Vector data that describes the geospatial extent of each water system area applicable 
to the water volumes reported. 

Notes 

1. Vector data should be given in a recognised GIS file format such as shapefiles.  
2. Spatial boundaries are only required once, and again if they change. If spatial 

boundaries for a water system or water management area are common to all 
subcategories, they can be provided only once referring to all subcategories.   

Examples 

 Ord River System.shp, Ord River System.shx,  
Ord River System.dbf 

 all_nsw_water_systems.shp, all_nsw_water_systems.shx, 
all_nsw_water_systems.dbf 

2.6 Water management area spatial boundaries 

Description 

Vector data that describes the geospatial extent of each water management area  
applicable to the water volumes reported. 

Notes 

1. Vector data should be given in a recognised GIS file format such as shapefile.    
2. Spatial boundaries are only required once, and again if they change. If spatial 

boundaries for a water system or water management area are common to all 
subcategories, they can be provided only once referring to all subcategories. 

Examples 

 Murrumbidgee Alluvium.shp, Murrumbidgee Alluvium.shx,  
Murrumbidgee Alluvium.dbf 

 WA_surface_water_mgmt_areas.shp, WA_surface_water_mgmt_areas.shx, 
WA_surface_water_mgmt_areas.dbf 
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This chapter describes four metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5a: 
Total volume of surface water take in each water management area, expressed in 
megalitres.  
 
In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5a data.  
 
Total volume of water take is for any use (licensed or unlicensed; or regulated or 
unregulated), which should be the aggregation of 5b and 5d. 
 
What is water take? 

Water take from a water resource means to remove water from, or to reduce the flow of 

water in or into, the water resource including by any of the following means: 

(a) pumping or siphoning water from the water resource; 

(b) stopping, impeding or diverting the flow of water in or into the water resource; 

(c) releasing water from the water resource if the water resource is a wetland or lake; 

(d) permitting water to flow from the water resource if the water resource is a well or 

watercourse; 

and includes storing water as part of, or in a way that is ancillary to, any of the 

processes or activities referred to in paragraphs (a) to (d). 
 
Source: Water Act 2007 (Part 1, Section 4). 

3.1 Name of State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which water is taken from a surface water resource. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

3.2 Name of surface water system 

Description 

Name of the surface water system in which water is taken from a surface water 

resource. 

Examples 

 Lachlan 

3 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5a 
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 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

3.3 Name of surface water management area  

Description 

Name of the surface water management area in which water is taken from a surface 

water resource. 

Notes 

1. Licensed water takes should be included within the water management area 
where the licences are issued. 

2. States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water 
management area. The following table provides relevant terms for surface 
water management area in each jurisdiction. 

State/Territory Surface water management area 

New South Wales Water Source 

Victoria River Basins 

Queensland Water Resource Plan Area; or  
Basin (if outside a Water Resource Plan Area) 

South Australia Prescribed management area 

Western Australia Proclaimed area; or  
Management zone (if outside a Proclaimed 
area) 

Tasmania Catchments 

Northern Territory Water Control Districts; or  
River basin (if outside a Water Control District) 

Australian Capital 
Territory 

Water management area 

 

Examples 

 Gwydir Surface Water Source 

 Otway Coast Basin 

 Barossa Prescribed Water Management Area 

 Burdekin Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Cotter surface water management area 
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3.4 Purpose of water taken 

Description 

The primary purpose for which water is taken.  

Note 

The purpose of water taken need not be provided with total volumes under subcategory 

5a if it is provided for separate volumes given under subcategory 5d (subsection 5.5). 

Examples 

 Irrigation 

 Mining  

 Electricity 

 Irrigation supply scheme 

 Public water supply scheme 

 Diversion for environmental purposes 

 Stock and domestic 

 Interception—flood water harvest 

 Interception—farm dams 
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This chapter describes four metadata elements specific to the following data 
subcategories: 
5b: Volume of surface water take for irrigation networks in each water management 
area, expressed in megalitres.  
5c: Volume of surface water returned from irrigation networks to a watercourse in each 
water management area, expressed in megalitres. 

In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should also provide 
all of the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5b and 5c data. 

 
What is water take? 

Water take from a water resource means to remove water from, or to reduce the flow of 

water in or into, the water resource including by any of the following means: 

(a) pumping or siphoning water from the water resource; 

(b) stopping, impeding or diverting the flow of water in or into the water resource; 

(c) releasing water from the water resource if the water resource is a wetland or lake; 

(d) permitting water to flow from the water resource if the water resource is a well or 

watercourse; 

and includes storing water as part of, or in a way that is ancillary to, any of the 

processes or activities referred to in paragraphs (a) to (d). 
 
Source: Water Act 2007 (Part 1, Section 4). 
 
For 5b, water take refers to take against a licence or a water access right. The various 
takes are then aggregated to water management areas. Water takes should be 
included within the water management area where the licences are issued. 
 
What is water returned from an irrigation network? 

The portion of irrigation water that, after delivery, is not consumed and is returned into 

a watercourse. 

 
Source: Australian Water Information Dictionary, 2017. 
 
For 5c, the volume of water required is the volume returned to a watercourse at the end 
points of irrigation network areas, or where the water will not be re-taken for use in the 
irrigation network. Water return also refers to water returned against a licence or a 
water access right. Water returned is then aggregated to a water management area. 
 
 

4 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategories 5b and 5c 
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4.1 Name of State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which water is taken from, or returned to, a surface 

water resource. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

4.2 Name of surface water system 

Description 

Name of the surface water system in which water is taken from a surface water 

resource. 

Examples 

 Lachlan 

 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

4.3 Name of surface water management area  

Description 

Name of the surface water management area in which water is taken from, or returned 

to, a surface water resource. 

Notes 

1. Licensed water takes should be included within the water management area 
where the licences are issued. 

2. The States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water 
management area. Refer to the table at subsection 3.3 for relevant terms for 
surface water management area in each jurisdiction. 

Examples 

 Gwydir Surface Water Source 

 Otway Coast Basin 

 Barossa Prescribed Water Management Area 

 Burdekin Basin 
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 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Cotter surface water management area 

4.4 Name of irrigation network 

Description 

Name of the irrigation network in relation to which water is taken from, or returned to, a 

surface water resource. 

Examples 

 Ord river irrigation scheme 

 Trangie-Nevertire Irrigation Scheme 

 Goulburn–Murray Irrigation Network 
 

What is an irrigation network? 

The water service infrastructure for delivering water for the primary purpose of being 

used for irrigation. 

Source: Derived from the Water Act 2007 (subsection 7(4)) 
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This chapter describes five metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5d: 
Volume of surface water take (excluding take for irrigation networks) in each water 
management area, expressed in megalitres.  
 
In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5d data.  
 
For 5d, water take refers to water taken for any use (licensed or unlicensed; or 
regulated or unregulated). 
 
What is water take? 

Water take from a water resource means to remove water from, or to reduce the flow of 
water in or into, the water resource including by any of the following means: 
(a) pumping or siphoning water from the water resource; 
(b) stopping, impeding or diverting the flow of water in or into the water resource; 
(c) releasing water from the water resource if the water resource is a wetland or lake; 
(d) permitting water to flow from the water resource if the water resource is a well or 

watercourse; 
and includes storing water as part of, or in a way that is ancillary to, any of the 
processes or activities referred to in paragraphs (a) to (d). 

Source: Water Act 2007 Part 1 Section 4. 

5.1 Name of State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which water is taken from a surface water resource. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

5.2 Name of surface water system 

Description 

Name of the surface water system in which water is taken from a surface water 

resource. 

  

5 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5d 
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Examples 

 Lachlan 

 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

5.3 Name of surface water management area 

Description 

Name of the surface water management area in which the licence has been issued or 
where water is taken from a surface water resource. 

1. The States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water 
management area. Refer to the table at subsection 3.3 for relevant terms for 
surface water management area in each jurisdiction. 

Examples 

 Gwydir Surface Water Source 

 Otway Coast Basin 

 Barossa Prescribed Water Management Area 

 Burdekin Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Cotter surface water management area 

5.4 Resource type 

Description 

Attributes of a water resource from which water is taken, such as regulated or 
unregulated; or supplemented or non-supplemented.   

Examples 

 NSW Unregulated River 

 Vic Regulated 

 ACT Unregulated surface water 
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5.5 Purpose of water taken 

Description 

The primary purpose for which water is taken.  

Note 

Where the volume applies to multiple purposes, the primary purpose of water taken for 

use should be identified by this element, and any caveat can be included under 

Comments (subsection 2.4). 

Examples 

 Mining  

 Electricity 

 Irrigation supply scheme 

 Public water supply scheme 

 Diversion for environmental purposes 

 Stock and Domestic 

 Interception—plantation 

 Interception—flood water harvest 

 Interception—farm dams  

 Irrigation (other than use in an irrigation network) 
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This chapter describes six metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5e: 
Volume of water delivered to a surface water resource through inter-basin transfer 
(excluding transfers relating to water trades) in each water management area, 
expressed in megalitres.  

In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5e data.  

For 5e, water delivered refers to water delivered against a licence or a water access 
right. Water delivered is then aggregated to a water management area.  

6.1 Origin State or Territory 

Description 

The name of the State or Territory in which the licences exist, prior to transfer. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

6.2 Origin water system 

Description 

The name of the surface water or groundwater system in which the licence exists, prior 
to transfer. 

Examples 

 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Gippsland Basin Groundwater Management Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

6.3 Origin water management area  

Description 

Name of the surface water management area or groundwater management area in 
which the licences exist, prior to transfer.  

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water management 
area. Refer to the table at subsection 3.3 for relevant terms for surface water 
management area in each jurisdiction. 

6 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5e 
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Examples 

 Gwydir Surface Water Source 

 Otway Coast Basin 

 Barossa Prescribed Water Management Area 

 Burdekin Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Cotter surface water management area 

6.4 Destination State or Territory 

Description 

The name of the State or Territory in which the licences exist after transfer. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

6.5 Destination surface water system 

Description 

The name of the water system in which the licence exists after the transfer.  

Examples 

 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

6.6 Destination surface water management area 

Description 

Name of the surface water management area in which the licences exist after the 
transfer.  

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water management 
area. Refer to the table at subsection 3.3 for relevant terms for surface water 
management area in each jurisdiction. 

Examples 

 Ginninderra catchment  



Explanatory Notes for Water Regulations Metadata and Contextual Information: Category 5  

20 

 Upper Burnett and Nogo Rivers Water Management Area  

 Far North Prescribed Wells Area 
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This chapter describes eight metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5f:  
Volume of groundwater extracted for each groundwater licence, expressed in 
megalitres.  

In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5f data.  

For 5f, water extracted refers to water extracted against a licence or water access right 
and is then reported on a per licence basis.  

Instances where organisations do not hold volume of groundwater extracted under 
licence for individual licences, an estimated volume per licence or an aggregated 
volume per a group of licences should be provided. 

The States and Territories use different terminologies relating to water licences in their 
legislative and policy frameworks. The national water market website 
(www.nationalwatermarket.gov.au/about/products.html) summarises jurisdictional 
variation and provides nationally equivalent terms. 

7.1 Name of State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which the licence has been issued or where water is 

taken from a groundwater resource. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

7.2 Name of groundwater system 

Description 

Name of the groundwater system in which the licence has been issued or where water 
is taken from a groundwater resource.  

Examples 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Gippsland Basin Groundwater Management Basin 

 Barwon Water System 

 Rockingham Groundwater Area 

7 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5f 

http://www.nationalwatermarket.gov.au/about/products.html
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7.3 Name of groundwater management area  

Description 

Name of the groundwater management area in which the licence has been issued or 
where water is taken from a groundwater resource. 

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for groundwater management 
area. The following table provides relevant terms for groundwater management area in 
each jurisdiction. 

State/Territory Groundwater Management Area 

New South Wales Groundwater Sharing Plan 

Victoria Groundwater Management Area 
Water Supply Protection Area 

Queensland Water Resource Plan 
Groundwater Management Area 
Subartesian Area 

South Australia Prescribed management area 

Western Australia Water Allocation Planning Area 

Tasmania Declared groundwater areas 
Water Management Plan 

Northern Territory Water Allocation Plan Area 
Water Resource Strategy 

Australian Capital 
Territory 

Groundwater Management Area 
 

 

Examples 

 Lower Murrumbidgee Groundwater 

 Sassafras Wesley Vale Groundwater Management Plan 

7.4 Water access entitlement ID 

Description 

A unique identifier for the water access entitlement from the source system. 

Example 

2012 35 
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7.5 Date water access entitlement issued 

Description 

The date that the water access entitlement was issued. 

Example 

 2016-05-23 

7.6 Irrigation network link to water access entitlement 

Description 

Indicates whether the groundwater extraction is linked to a water access entitlement in 
an irrigation network. 

Examples 

 Yes 

 No 
 

What is an irrigation network? 

The water service infrastructure for delivering water for the primary purpose of being 

used for irrigation 

Source: Derived from the Water Act 2007 (subsection 7(4)) 

7.7 Location of the extraction point 

Description 

The geographic coordinates of the extraction point, e.g., bore, or nominal location as 
per the water access entitlement, expressed in latitude and longitude with the 
horizontal coordinate datum. 

Notes 

1. The horizontal coordinate datum should be either the World Geodetic System 
1984 (WGS84) or Geocentric Datum of Australia 1994 (GDA94) system. 

2. If the entitlement contains more than one bore or the bore contains more than 
one pipe, the location of the extraction point can be determined by geometric 
mean.  

3. If the reported volume of groundwater extracted is for a group of licences, the 
spatial extent bounding the group of licences should be given under this 
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metadata element (this may be a trading zone, water management area or 
other area). 

Example 

 –37.314060 145.930861 horizontal coordinate datum: GDA94  

7.8 Purpose of water extracted 

Description 

The primary purpose for which water is extracted.  

Note 

Where the volume applies to multiple purposes, the primary purpose of water extracted 

for use should be identified by this element, while any caveat can be included under 

Comments (subsection 2.4). 

Examples 

 Irrigation 

 Mining  

 Electricity 

 Irrigation supply scheme 

 Public water supply scheme 

 Diversion for environmental purposes 

 Stock and Domestic 

 Interception—plantation 

 Interception—flood water harvest 

 Interception—farm dams 
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This chapter describes four metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5g: 
Volume of groundwater extracted in each water management area, otherwise than 
under a groundwater licence, expressed in megalitres.  

In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 5g data. 

For areas that do not have metered extraction, an estimation of groundwater extracted 
not under licence at groundwater management area should also be included under this 
category, if available. 

8.1 Name of State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which water is taken from a groundwater resource. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

8.2 Name of groundwater system 

Description 

Name of the groundwater system in which water is taken from a groundwater resource.  

Examples 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Gippsland Basin Groundwater Management Basin 

 Barwon Water System 

 Rockingham Groundwater Area 

8.3 Name of groundwater management area  

Description 

Name of the groundwater management area in which water is taken from a 
groundwater resource. 

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for groundwater management 
area. Refer to the table at subsection 7.3 for relevant terms for groundwater 
management area in each jurisdiction. 

8 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5g 
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Examples 

 Lower Murrumbidgee Groundwater 

 Sassafras Wesley Vale Groundwater Management Plan 

8.4 Purpose of water extracted 

Description 

The primary purpose for which water is extracted.  

Note 

Where the volume applies to multiple purposes, the primary purpose of water extracted 

for use should be identified by this element, while any caveat can be included under 

Comments (subsection 2.4). 

Examples 

 Irrigation 

 Mining  

 Electricity 

 Irrigation supply scheme 

 Public water supply scheme 

 Diversion for environmental purposes 

 Stock and Domestic 

 Interception—plantation 

 Interception—flood water harvest 

 Interception—farm dams 
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This chapter describes eight metadata elements specific to water data subcategory 5h: 
Volume of water delivered to a groundwater resource for aquifer replenishment in each 
water management area, expressed in megalitres.  

In addition to these subcategory-specific metadata, data providers should provide all 
the common metadata described in Chapter 2 with their 6h data. 

For 5h, the volume of water delivered includes the volume of water transferred to a 
groundwater resource from licensed or unlicensed; or regulated or unregulated surface 
water; from the same water management area, or from another water management 
area.   

What is aquifer replenishment? 

The deliberate adding of water to an aquifer  

Source: Water Regulations 2008 Schedule 3 Part 1, and Australian Water Information 
Dictionary, 2017. 

Note: Sources of water for aquifer replenishment may include: 

(a) groundwater drawn from other aquifers 
(b) water from streams, lakes or dams 
(c) treated wastewater sourced from industrial sites or sewerage treatment plants 
(d) dewatering excess from mine sites or construction sites 
(e) excess stormwater or stormwater redirected from existing drainage systems 
(f) excess agricultural runoff. 

Source: Department of Water, 2010 

9.1 Origin State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory in which the water exists, prior to delivery. 

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 

  

9 Subcategory-specific metadata and contextual 

information: Subcategory 5h 
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9.2 Origin water system 

Description 

Name of the surface water or groundwater system in which the water exists, prior to 
delivery.  

Examples 

 Upper Murrumbidgee River 

 Gippsland Basin Groundwater Management Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

9.3 Origin water management area  

Description 

Name of the surface water management area or groundwater management area in 
which the water exists, prior to delivery.  

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for surface water and 
groundwater management areas. Refer to tables at subsections 3.3 and 7.3 for 
relevant terms for water management area in each jurisdiction. 

Examples 

 Gwydir Surface Water Source 

 Otway Coast Basin 

 Barossa Prescribed Water Management Area 

 Burdekin Basin 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Cotter surface water management area 
 Lower Murrumbidgee Groundwater 

9.4 Destination State or Territory 

Description 

Name of the State or Territory into which the water is delivered.  

Examples 

 Tas 

 NSW 
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9.5 Destination groundwater system 

Description 

Name of the groundwater system into which the water is delivered.  

Examples 

 Daly Roper Water Control District 

 Gippsland Basin Groundwater Management Basin 

 Barwon Water System 

 Rockingham Groundwater Area 

9.6 Destination groundwater management area  

Description 

Name of the groundwater management area into which the water is delivered.  

Note 

The States and Territories use different terminologies for groundwater management 
area. Refer to the table at subsection 7.2 for relevant terms for groundwater 
management area in each jurisdiction. 

Examples 

 Lower Murrumbidgee Groundwater 

 Sassafras Wesley Vale Groundwater Management Plan 

9.7 Origin resource type 

Description 

Attributes of the water resource in which the water exists, prior to delivery, such as 
surface water or groundwater, and whether it is regulated or unregulated; or 
supplemented or non-supplemented.   

Examples 

 NSW Unregulated River 

 Vic Regulated 

 Qld Unsupplemented groundwater 

 SA Undergroundwater 

 NT Surface Water 

 ACT Groundwater and surface water 
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9.8 Destination resource type 

Description 

Attributes of the water resource into which the water is delivered, such as whether it is 
regulated or unregulated; or supplemented or non-supplemented.   

Examples 

 Qld Unsupplemented groundwater 

 SA Undergroundwater 

 ACT Groundwater 

 ACT Unregulated groundwater 
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