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This document provides explanatory information about metadata that must be given 
to the Bureau of Meteorology (the Bureau) along with information about water 
restrictions (Category 8).  
 

These explanatory notes apply to: 
 
Category 8: Information about water restrictions 
 
Subcategory 8a: Water use restriction announcements. 
 
Note that subcategory 8a information concerns urban and town water use restriction 
announcements only.  
 
Formal announcements of Australian water allocations should be given under 
subcategory 6d. This includes market announcements that have the potential to 
impact or influence water resource management and water trading activities, which 
include (but are not limited to) variations to water trading, enhancement 
announcements and restriction announcements. 
 

 
The Metadata and Contextual Information Requirements document is incorporated by 
reference in the Water Regulations 2008 (the regulations). It lists the metadata and 
contextual information elements that named organisations are required to give when 
providing their water information to the Bureau.  
 
As with other requirements in the regulations, you are only required to provide water 
information that is in your possession, custody or control. If you do not hold particular 
metadata or contextual information listed in the incorporated document in electronic 
format, you are not required to provide it to the Bureau. You are not required to 
provide information (including metadata) that is already in the Bureau’s possession.  
 
It is a regulations requirement that Category 8 information and metadata be given to 
the Bureau via the online water restrictions portal. Read more about data formats and 
data transfer at 
www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataDelivery/overview/index.shtml.  
 
The Category 8 metadata elements are grouped into four families as shown in 
Figure 1.  
 

For enquiries about the Metadata and Contextual Information Requirements 
document or these explanatory notes please email regulations@bom.gov.au. 
 
Please email any questions about data formats for providing data and metadata to 
urbanwater@bom.gov.au. 

1 Introduction 

http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/schedules/metadata.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataFormat/index.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/restrictions/
http://www.bom.gov.au/water/regulations/dataDelivery/overview/index.shtml
mailto:regulations@bom.gov.au
mailto:urbanwater@bom.gov.au
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Figure 1. Metadata and contextual information elements for Category 8 
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This chapter describes 15 metadata elements for subcategory 8a in Category 8. 

2.1 Administrative metadata 

2.1.1 Organisation description 

Description 

A description of the organisation providing water use restriction announcement 

information to the Bureau. The water use restriction announcements being reported are 

applicable to the organisation's operational area. 

The description may include information about services the organisation provides or 

duties and responsibilities relevant to water use restrictions. 

Note 

The organisation description is only required once, and should be updated only if it 
changes. 

Examples 

• SA Water manages water services in South Australia. We are owned by the 

South Australian Government. Our people work to provide world class water 

services to more than 1.6 million South Australian customers. 

• South East Water provides water, sewerage and recycled water services to 1.5 

million people in the south east of Melbourne, including the Mornington 

Peninsula and extending to Gippsland 

2.1.2 Organisation URL 

Description 

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL), or web address, where the public can find more 
information about the organisation. 

Note 

The organisation URL is only required once, and should be updated only if it changes. 

Example 

• http://www.sawater.com.au/  

2 Metadata and contextual information for Category 8  

http://www.sawater.com.au/
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2.2 Restriction metadata 

 

What are restrictions?  

Restrictions are the rules, set out in policy or legislation, which govern water use during 
periods of water use restriction. Typically, restrictions refer to specific activities, which 
are controlled or prohibited during their enactment. 

Water restrictions reported here do not include formal announcements of Australian 
water allocations, which should be given under subcategory 6d by organisations 
named in the Regulations for providing category 6 data; that is, Person Category A, B 
and E. 

 

Restriction metadata should be provided each time a new or revised legislation or 

policy related to water use restrictions or permanent water use rules comes into effect. 

Providing information on legislation and policies indirectly related to water restrictions is 

not required. 

Where more than one restriction is in place concurrently, metadata listed in this Section 

should be given under each restriction. For example, there are two type of restrictions 

in Victoria: 1. Policy instruments associated with restrictions, e.g., Stage of Water 

Restrictions By-law and 2. Permanent water use rules, e.g., Permanent Water Saving 

Plan. The Water Restriction Portal allows an organisation to report more than one 

restriction at a given time. 

2.2.1 Restriction name 

Description 

The full name of the restriction. 

The name may be defined in State or Territory legislation; otherwise your organisation 

is the authority for naming the restriction. It may be an expanded version of the 

restriction abbreviation, or may give additional information. 

Examples 

• Stage 1 of Water Restriction By-law 

• Level 3 Enhanced - Effective 01/05/2010 (7 Hours Varied) 

• Permanent Water Saving Rules 

• Scheme water stage 2 restriction and Bore water stage 1 
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2.2.2 Restriction abbreviation 

Description 

An abbreviated name for the restriction, unique within your organisation.  

The abbreviation may consist of words, numbers or an acronym. 

Examples 

• Level 3e - 01/12/2010 

• PWSR 

• Scheme 2 + Bore 1 

• Stage 3 

2.2.3 Restriction description 

Description 

Detailed information which defines the rules of the restriction. It may include other 

comment on water restrictions, or exemptions. 

The description should provide clear information using simple language that will be 

understood by the public. 

Examples 

• Stage 1: 10% restrictions on use.  
Private gardens and lawns; commercial nurseries, market gardens and turf 
growing businesses - Sprinkler and other irrigation systems can be used to 
water lawns and plants only between 7am and 10am and between 7pm and 
10pm on alternate days as per the “odds and evens” system. A hand-held hose 
fitted with a trigger nozzle, a bucket or a watering can may be used at any time. 
At all times gardens and lawns may only be watered without causing pooling or 
runoff. 

• Watering, including with sprinklers and irrigation systems, is allowed any day 

before 10 am and after 4 pm to avoid the heat of the day. Recycled water, bore 

water and water used for testing fire systems, firefighting and related activities 

are exempted. 

• Restrictions on the Use of Water from the River Murray and Myponga 

Reservoir. Enhanced Level two water restrictions started in most of South 

Australia. For detailed information on Level 2 restrictions in South Australia 

refer to pages 22 and 23 of the Government Gazette via the Restriction 

website. 
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2.2.4  Restriction URL 

Description 

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL), or web address, where the public can find more 

information about the legislation or policy that defines the restriction.  

Notes 

1. This is the URL for the landing page about the restriction on the organisation's 
website. 

2. If an organisation does not publish restriction information online, report the URL 
of the relevant State or Territory legislation or policy document.  

3. If a URL is not available, report as 'not applicable'.  

Examples 

• https://www.sawater.com.au/residential/water-in-your-home-and-garden/when-

can-i-water  

• http://southeastwater.com.au/Residential/PWUR/Pages/PermanentWaterUseR

ules.aspx 

2.2.5 Restriction status  

Description 

Indicates the status of the restriction, which can be either current or superseded.  

Note 

Old restrictions should not be deleted as they are an important record of past 
arrangements. If some aspect of a restriction is changed, a new restriction should be 
created. The previous restriction should be preserved with its status amended to 
'superseded'. 

Examples 

• Current 

• Superseded 

  

https://www.sawater.com.au/residential/water-in-your-home-and-garden/when-can-i-water
https://www.sawater.com.au/residential/water-in-your-home-and-garden/when-can-i-water
http://southeastwater.com.au/Residential/PWUR/Pages/PermanentWaterUseRules.aspx
http://southeastwater.com.au/Residential/PWUR/Pages/PermanentWaterUseRules.aspx
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2.2.6 Date restriction effective  

Description 

The date or period that the policy or legislation which defines the restriction is in effect 

or in force. 

Notes 

1. This date or period may be different to when the restriction was applied to a 
particular area (refer to water use restriction announcement start date and end 
date, sections 2.4.1 and 2.4.2). 

2. A period for Date restriction effective is only applicable to temporary restrictions. 

Examples 

• 01-Jan-2018 (date) 

• 25 June 2018 to 1 Dec 2018 (period) 

2.2.7 Date restriction superseded  

Description 

The date that the policy or legislation which defines the restriction was superseded.  

Note 

A restriction is superseded when some aspect of the policy or legislation is changed, 
and it is superseded by a new policy or legislation. 

Example 

• 21-May-2017 

2.3 Restriction area metadata 

2.3.1 Restriction area name 

Description 

A short name for an area (i.e., city, scheme, region) over which a restriction applies. 

Examples 

• Greater Adelaide 

• All scheme and bore water users in Perth, Mandurah and some parts of the 
South West 
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2.3.2 Restriction area description 

Description 

A detailed summary describing the extent of an area over which a restriction applies. 

Examples 

• The Greater Adelaide region includes – Adelaide Hills, Barossa, Light and 
Lower North, Eastern Adelaide, Fleurieu Peninsula, Riverland, Northern 
Adelaide, Southern Adelaide, Western Adelaide, Western Region, Yorke 
Peninsula and Mid North. The Greater Adelaide area by postcode: 5000, 5006, 
5007, 5008, 5009, 5010, 5011, 5012, 5013, 5014, 5015. 

• Proportion of Melbourne bounded by Yarra River, Dandenong Creek, 
Pakenham, Port Phillip Bay and Mornington Peninsula 

2.3.3 Restriction area spatial boundary 

Description 

Digital vector data that describes the geospatial extent of the restriction area. 

Notes 

1. Vector data should be given in a recognised GIS file format such as shapefiles. 
2. Spatial boundaries are only required once, and again if they change. 
3. If Restriction area spatial boundary vector data are not available report as 'not 

available'.  

Examples 

• Murray Mallee District.shp, Murray Mallee District.shx, Murray Mallee 
District.dbf  

• all_WA_restriction_areas.shp, all_WA_restriction_areas.shx, 
all_WA_restriction_areas.dbf 
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2.4 Water use restriction announcement metadata 

 

 

2.4.1 Water use restriction announcement start date  

Description 

The date at the start of a period during which a water use restriction is in force and 

active for a particular area.  

Example 

• 30-Jan-2018 

2.4.2 Water use restriction announcement end date  

Description 

The date at the end of a period during which a water use restriction is in force and 

active for a particular area.  

Note 

Only temporary restrictions require an end date—permanent restrictions do not require 
an end date. 

Example 

• 30-June-2018 

What is a water use restriction announcement? 

A water use restriction announcement is the application of a restriction policy or 

legislation to a defined area. While subject to the restriction detailed in the 

announcement, water users in the area must abide by the rules set out in the 

restriction policy or legislation.  

The water use restriction announcement information that an organisation must 

provide to the Bureau comprises: 

• the restriction 

• the area over which the restriction applies 

• the date or period for which the restriction will be enacted 
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2.4.3 Water use restriction announcement comment 

Description 

A comment on a water use restriction announcement. This may include additional 

explanation for the public, or contextual information about an announcement. 

Example 

• Level 3 restrictions were enacted in response to falling surface water storage 
level in the Adelaide Hills. 
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