
Where did all that water go?
	 Evapotranspiration and how to track it on the 
	                                   Bureau of Meteorology’s website

u	 What is Evapotranspiration?

	 Evapotranspiration describes the biophysical processes which move water from crops, pastures and forests 	
	 into the air. It is the combination of plant transpiration and evaporation.

	 The amount of water that is moved depends on the types of plants and soils as well as humidity, wind and 	
	 temperature.

u	 What is the Bureau’s Evapotranspiration service?

	 The Bureau produces daily evapotranspiration records and publishes these on its website to help irrigators 	
	 manage the available water for their crop.

	 The records are produced to an international standard - called reference evapotranspiration - using 
	 observations from satellites and the Bureau’s automatic weather stations. 

u	 Soil and land use

	 The reference evapotranspiration is based on a theoretical crop standard. Irrigation managers will need 
	 to make adjustments for vegetation type and soil conditions when considering specific land uses.

u	 Daily Evapotranspiration Maps and Tables 

	 The records are published daily. You can mouse-over individual locations (dots) on the map to see daily 			
	 values or click on a location to see monthly values. To view daily values in table format for the whole 			 
	 state or territory you select the relevant tab above the maps.

u	 Where can I find it?

	 From the Bureau’s home page, go to the Water and the Land pages and click on Evapotranspiration. 
	 Or directly by the following link: www.bom.gov.au/watl/eto

http://www.bom.gov.au/watl/eto/


Links to tables

Mouse over to see last 
weeks Rain and ETo

Select “Agriculture”
or “Water and the
Land” links from the
home page then
“Evapotranspiration”


