CCl activities update
An initial draft of a CCl Background document on a Statement of Guidance on climatological observation requirements was developed by the Vice-President of CCl and expanded by a small group of CCl experts. This document will be further developed and provide background to the development of Climate-related Statements of Guidance on future Global Observing Systems.
Experts from OPAGs 1 and 2 provided draft guidance material on the derivation of monthly climate mean temperatures in CLIMAT messages. There are a range of algorithms used around the world. At the core of this problem is the question of whether we optimise for the most accurate assessment of mean temperature (and pressure) at a station to the detriment of data continuity, optimize for data continuity and provide less precise measurements of mean values or attempt to encourage a standardized approach that, if adopted, would prevent these data continuity problems from occurring in the future. The CCl experts encouraged all Members to standardise the way they calculate mean temperatures and then disseminate the long-term time series which could be homogeneously updated monthly with CLIMAT messages.  However, due to the experts concern over potential undocumented discontinuities in the time series from CLIMAT stations, they recommended that no Member change the way they are calculating CLIMAT temperatures unless they are willing and able to release the historical records for these stations which were calculated using the same method as their near real-time CLIMAT messages.

[Please note that our Director, John Zillman has made the following comment (my emphasis):

"I see it as an important issue that needs resolution at the WMO CCl and EC/Congress levels. While I hope it won't prove as hard to resolve or as protracted as the Beaufort scale saga, I suggest we [i.e. the Bureau of Meteorology] not change back for the present pending formal WMO consideration of the optimum international approach for the future. We should then prepare an analysis and submit a paper (possibly with other countries) for the next session of CCl, seeking a formal WMO decision on preferred practice".

A group of CCl experts have been involved in the development of a paper “Progress of automatic weather stations in meeting the needs of climate” for the Third International Conference on Experiences with Automatic Weather Stations to be held in Torremolinos (Malaga), Spain in February 2003. The purpose of this paper is to provide a qualitative assessment of the progress of AWSs in meeting the needs of long-term climate monitoring in a number of countries across the globe. AWSs in the following seven countries are examined: Australia, Austria, Canada, China, Finland, Slovakia and the USA. It is expected that this work will lead to the development of guidance material on the management of AWSs and their observations.
It is expected that a meeting to develop guidance material on climatological practices will be held in Spain in later February 2003. Experts from OPAGs 1 and 2 will take part in this meeting. It has not been decided precisely what guidance will be developed although it is expected that priority will be given to data homogeneity, metadata and the development of indices.

The Pacific Island Regional GCOS Implementation Team (PIRGIT) has developed a range of project proposals and some of these projects have received funding and are underway. While some of these projects are specifically related to implementing observation systems, several of them are designed for advocacy and capacity building purposes. It is expected that the position of PIRGIT project manager will be filled in the near future.
The Australian Bureau of Meteorology will soon start a project aimed to enhance the application of climate prediction systems in some Pacific Island countries. In May 2001, the Pacific Meteorological Services Needs Analysis Project reported in May 2001 in “Pacific Meteorological Services: Meeting the Challenge” a need for assistance programs in two clear priority areas, one of which was to enhance seasonal and climate prediction services. The aim of the project is to enhance climate predictions in Pacific Island countries through, not only building capacity within NMHSs, but also in helping foster close relationships with climate sensitive industries within selected countries. The Australian government aid funding agency - AusAID - has funded the project to US$1.2M.
An Asia Pacific Network for Global Change Workshop on indicators and indices for monitoring trends in climate extremes – the fourth of its type – was hosted by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology on 11-13 December 2002. The workshop included a focus on data availability and rescue, data homogenization, metadata and development of climate indices.
Staff from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology’s National Climate Centre have also been involved in:

Biennial review, El Nino outlook statements, WMO Statement on the Status of the Global Climate in 2002, Interprogramme Task Team on the Future WMO Information System.
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- To the extent that resources permit, the Bureau of Meteorology's National Climate Centre expects to undertake tasks in order to fulfill the requirements of a WMO Lead Centre for Verification of Long-range Forecasting products. This is an important step in the development of improved infrastructure for seasonal to interannual climate prediction.

- The Preliminary Meeting of the Task Team on Forecasts and Regional Climate Centers Services in RA V (hereon referred to PM-RA V TT) was convened in Auckland, New Zealand, 13-14 August 2002. The focus of this meeting was on the South-west Pacific region although participants recognised the need to ensure that the requirements from the broader region, and all necessary linkages, were taken into account. The meeting made good progress in identifing those functions of a Regional Climate Centre that are of priority within the South-West Pacific.

