OPAG 1 Expert Team on Observing Requirements and Standards for Climate

Plan 2004-05

Objectives

To:
(i) Develop Guidelines on Observations Networks and Systems

(ii) Provide input to Guide to Climatological Practices 

(iii) Develop guidelines on calculating mean temperatures in CLIMAT messages

(iv) Assess the cost/benefits of AWSs versus manual observing systems

(v) Develop guidelines on Quality Assurance/Quality Control of climate data

(vi) Undertake other activities as described in the Team’s Terms of Reference
Tasks and specific outputs

Task 1:  Guidelines on Climate Observations Networks and Systems

Brief description

Prepare a document which assist climatologists and data managers in NMHSs understand the needs from observation networks and systems.

Specific outputs

A 20-30 page document, well illustrated, for WCDMP.

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer (Australia) - Lead

Terry Allsopp (Canada), Jose Lopez Diaz (Spain)

Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but document should be of interest to CBS, JCOMM, GCOS, CIMO and WCRP.

Target date for completion

Completed.

Task 2:  Input to Guide to Climatological Practices

Brief description

Prepare appropriate material for input to part 2 of the Guide to provide NMHS staff with an overview of climate data management. Specific sections are 2.1.1 to 2.1.5 and 2.3.7.

Specific outputs

A 3-5 page (approx) document for each section, well illustrated, covering:
GSN Best Practice, Marine measurements, CLIMAT mean temp, Remote sensing measurements, AWSs, Upper Air Measurements, and Climate data management.
Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer (Australia) - Lead

Peter Ambenje (Kenya), John Bayes (USA), Peer Hechler (Germany), Radm Tolasz (Czech Republic), Alexander Besprozvannykh (Russia), Huai-Min Zhang (USA), Dick Reynolds (USA).
Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but document should be of interest to CBS, JCOMM, GCOS, CIMO and WCRP.

Target date for completion

Sep 2004

Task 3:  Guidelines on calculating mean temperatures in CLIMAT messages

Brief description

Develop guidelines on calculating mean temperatures in CLIMAT messages – initially for Part 2 of the Guide to Climatological Practices but review will be necessary to ensure that it is sufficiently comprehensive and understood.

Specific outputs

A 3-5 page (approx) document. 

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer (Australia) – Lead

Thomas Peterson (Chair OPAG 2), Blair Trewin (Australia)
Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but document should be of interest to CBS, WCRP and GCOS.

Target date for completion

Sep 2004
Task 4:  Assessing the cost/benefits of AWSs versus manual stations for climate

Brief description

Assist NMHSs is being able to assess the relative cost/benefits of installing and operating AWSs compared to manual stations for climate purposes. Financial and non-financial considerations will be taken into account.

Specific outputs

A 5 page (approx) document. 

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Terry Allsopp (Canada) - Lead

Neil Plummer (Australia) 

Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but document should be of interest to CBS, JCOMM, GCOS, and CIMO.

Target date for completion

December 2004
Task 5:  Developing Guidelines on Quality Assurance/Quality Control of climate data
Brief description

Develop a Guideline document on “Data Quality Assurance and Quality Control” for NMHSs, possibly in collaboration with CBS. Essentially this would be an update to: Abbott, P. F. 1986. Guidelines on the quality control of surface climatological data. WMO/TD-No.111, World Meteorological Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
Specific outputs

A 20-30 page (approx), well-illustrated document. 

Lead Coordinator and contributors

TBA
Linkages with other groups

Could be developed with CBS and should be of interest to JCOMM, GCOS, and CIMO.

Target date for completion

TBA
Task 5  Other activities

Brief description

Other activities within the ToRs of the ET

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer and Peter Ambenje – Co-Leads
Other ET members, other OPAG 1 and additional experts.

Target date for completion

Ongoing.

