OPAG 1 Implementation Coordination Team Activities

Plan 2004-05

Objectives

To:
(i) Guideline document on Climate Data Management;

(ii) Input to Guide to Climatological Practices;

(iii) Support Data Management training activities

(iv) Support implementation of CliRep (CLIMAT & CLIMAT TEMP software)

(v) Awareness raising activities

(vi) Other activities as described in the Team’s Terms of Reference
Tasks and specific outputs

Task 1:  Guidelines on Climate Data Management

Brief description

Prepare a document on assisting climatologists and data managers in NMHSs to manage their climate data. The guideline document would be similar to those prepared for climate observation networks and standards, homogeneity and metadata, and data rescue.

Specific outputs

A 20-30 page document, well illustrated, for WCDMP.

Lead Coordinator and contributors

To be Announced (TBA).
Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but document should be of interest to CBS, JCOMM and WCRP.

Target date for completion

TBA
Task 2:  Input to Guide to Climatological Practices

Brief description

Prepare appropriate material for input to part 2 of the Guide to provide NMHS staff with an overview of climate data management. 

Specific outputs

A 5 page (approx) document, well illustrated.

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Alexander Besprozvannykh (Russia) and Radim Toalsz (Czech Republic) – Co-Leads
John Shortridge (Australia), Lubomir Coufal (Czech Republic), Denis Stuber (France) 
Linkages with other groups

None directly with this activity but material should be of interest to CBS, JCOMM and WCRP.

Target date for completion

September 2004

Task 3:  Data Management Training

Brief description

Assist the WCDMP in providing training in climate data management, generally on a Regional basis. Training includes data rescue.

Specific outputs

Training courses, education/training materials, lectures, demonstrations, capacity building.

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer and Peter Ambenje – Co-Leads
Other ICT Members, other OPAG 1 and additional experts.

Linkages with other groups

None directly but activities should be of interest to CBS and JCOMM.

Target date for completion

As required.

Task 4:  Support implementation of CliRep
Brief description (from Garry Clarke, NZ Met Service)
CLIMAT messages are used to disseminate surface climatological data from WMO stations by NHMSs.  CLIMAT messages are exchanged in bulletins with the header 'CS' via the GTS or by air mail, and should be transmitted by the 5th day of the following month, but not later than the 8th day (WMO, 1997a).

Although a new CLIMAT code FM71 (WMO, 1993) was introduced by 1 December, 1994, some countries still use the old one for their messages. Compared to the old code (FM71-VI) the new code (FM71-XI) includes considerable extensions. It now consists of four sections, each divided into several groups. The content of the old CLIMAT code (WMO, 1988) is now found in section 1 of the new code and is obligatory. From section 2 on groups or even sections shall be omitted, if no data is included.

Similarly CLIMAT TEMP messages are used to disseminate upper air climatological data from WMO stations by NHMSs.  CLIMAT TEMP messages are exchanged in bulletins with the header 'CU' via the GTS or by air mail, and likewise should be transmitted by the 5th day of the following month, but not later than the 8th day (WMO, 1997a).

Currently monitoring of these messages indicate only 60 – 65% of the available data is received worldwide and in the SW Pacific an even smaller percentage of CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP messages are received.

To assist Members who may be having difficulty in preparing these messages WMO is making available a software package written by Mr. Alexander V. Besprozvannykh of Russia  for CLIMAT and CLIMAT TEMP report forming.  This software is named CliRep. 

Specific outputs

Training courses, education/training materials, lectures, demonstrations, capacity building.

Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer, Peter Ambenje – Co-Leads

(Garry Clarke is providing training at an RAV Data Management Training course).
Other ICT Members, other OPAG 1 and additional experts.

Linkages with other groups

None directly but activities should be of interest to CBS and JCOMM.

Target date for completion

As required.

Task 5:  Awareness raising
Brief description

Assist the CCl Management Group and WCDMP in raising awareness of climate data and data management activities.
Specific outputs

Brochures, presentations, papers and articles.
Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer and Peter Ambenje – Co-Leads
Other ICT Members, other OPAG 1 and additional experts.

Target date for completion

Ongoing.

Task 6:  Other activities

Brief description

Other activities within the ToRs of the ICT.
Lead Coordinator and contributors

Neil Plummer and Peter Ambenje – Co-Leads
Other ICT Members, other OPAG 1 and additional experts.

Target date for completion

Ongoing.

