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Relation between WMO and ISO 
Background 
At its fifty-seventh session the WMO Executive Council noted that: 

WMO’s technical standards, if used together with ISO standards for the 
managerial processes, could form the basis of an internationally-recognized 
certification for NMHSs. 
The Council considered it necessary to establish closer cooperation with the 
International Organization for Standardization with a view to develop 
international standards based on WMO standards, regulations and/or 
recommended practices.  

A meeting between the WMO and ISO Secretariats took place on 19 April 2006. The meeting 
focussed on understanding the ISO procedure for cooperation with international organization, 
identifying alternatives for certification and assessing the feasibility of a working agreement 
between the two organizations. 

Certification 
Certifications are not carried out by ISO, but by independent bodies. The ISO 9001 standard 
applies to quality management systems. It is a generic standard, which can be used by 
organizations of any type, any size and any sector of activity. The implementation of ISO 9001 
does not require certification. 
There exist a possibility to develop higher level standards, which can be used by 
organizations/communities, which have a need for more requirements than those available in the 
ISO 9001 standard. ISO 9001 becomes so to say the basis of such standards in which additional 
requirements are incorporated. Such standards can then be used as base for a certification by an 
independent body. If such a standard would be developed for NMHSs, this would most likely make 
the certification even more costly than the certification according to ISO 9001 and it might be 
difficult to find certification bodies with the appropriate expertise to carry out the certification in 
some countries. 

ISO cooperation mechanisms 
WMO is taking part in various ISO technical committees. ISO standards are referenced is some 
WMO standards as are WMO documents in some ISO technical standards. 
ISO has various mechanisms for cooperation with international organizations. Two of them would 
appear to be appropriate for cooperation with WMO. 

1. Category A liaison: Organization which have this status may propose standards at the 
stage 4 of the standard development process. WMO has already this status in some areas. 

2. Recognized International Standardization Bodies: Organizations which have this status 
may propose standards at the stage 5 of the standard development process and Joint 
standards may be developed. 

Options considered 
It was recognized that there are two types of standards: managerial and technical standards. The 
discussion focussed on technical standards. Various options were considered: 

1. Use of ISO and WMO technical standards, as up to now 
2. a: ISO publishes WMO technical standards    

b: ISO references WMO technical standards 
3. Joint ISO-WMO Standards 

Option 2a: ISO publishes WMO technical standards 
WMO would submit technical standards to ISO for review and publication as ISO standards. This 
would provide a wider international recognition of WMO technical standards and would reduce 
WMO’s flexibility in updating the standards because of the ISO development and review process. 
Finally, the standards would need to be purchased from ISO. 
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Option 2b: ISO references WMO technical standards 
In this solution WMO retains full flexibility to update standards, but it is not sure whether it would be 
possible for ISO to reference WMO standards in a high-level ISO document providing wider 
international recognition of WMO standards. 

Option 3: Joint ISO-WMO Standards 
In this option, Joint ISO-WMO could be developed. ISO would officially recognize WMO as 
international standardization body. This would first require from the ISO Council to review WMO’s 
standard development process. It would also require to ensure that WMO’s standardization 
activities do not overlap with the activities of ISO’s related technical committees. The benefits of 
this approach are that it would allow WMO standards to be considered at a very advanced stage of 
the ISO standard development process, which reduces considerably the duration of the standard 
development. It would increase the international recognition of WMO standards and of NMHSs 
using those standards within their QMS. WMO would retain a large control on the standards. 
However, there are also risks associated to it. WMO would need to take into account comments 
from other communities (f.ex. Industry) in the standard review process. The standards would need 
to be periodically reviewed (typically on a 5 year basis) and they would be for sale. 
 

Proposals for WMO-ISO collaboration 
It is proposed that the development of formal working agreement between ISO and WMO be 
pursued. Various steps may be envisaged based on the above information. Such agreements 
would obviously require adoption by the supreme bodies of both organizations. The first proposal 
listed below is similar to the agreements that WMO has with numerous other international 
organizations. The second proposal reaches further and might be considered, possibly as a 
second step. 

1st Proposal: high-level ISO-WMO working agreement 
A high level working agreement between ISO and WMO could be developed which would for 
example stipulate: 

• Close cooperation and collaboration 
• Consultation on matters of close interest 
• Keep each other informed 
• Possibility to take part in meetings of interest (reciprocal representation) 

2nd Proposal: Recognition of WMO as Standardization body by ISO 
A wider reaching formal working agreement with ISO could be considered in which WMO would be 
recognized as standardization body by the ISO Council. The objective of such an agreement would 
be to develop joint ISO-WMO technical standards.  


