4. Monthly distribution of rainfall deciles - January to December 2007

An active monsoon produced widespread above normal to record falls in January and March, but below average falls
dominated northern parts during a break in the monsoon in February, with record low totals in the northeast of WA.
Average to above average falls in April and May over southern Australia gave farmers a good start to the winter cropping
cycle, with the exception of WA. From June to October, large parts of eastern and/or southern Australia were drier than

normal, with patches of record low totals in each month.
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However, in June a combination of upper troughs and east coast lows resulted in widespread above normal to record falls

(for June) over tropical Australia, as well as along the east coast and ranges to Gippsland. Similar anomalies occurred in

August, although the above average falls weren’t as extensive. A late-developing La Nifia asserted control during November

and December, with widespread above average totals, especially in December. Record-high December rain in the northern

inland of NSW provided a long-awaited surge of water down the Darling River.
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