
2014 annual climate facts and events

Bushfire east of 
Perth on 12 January 
with numerous 
houses lost

South Australia’s 
second-wettest 
April on record

Cold period in early 
August; widespread frost 
in the inland southeast

Bushfires in the Grampians,  
East Gippsland, the Mallee, 
and around Melbourne 
during January and February

Bushfires in January, burning large 
areas in southeast South Australia

Severe tropical cyclone Ita  
made landfall near Cooktown on  
11 April as a category 4 system

Damaging thunderstorms in 
Brisbane in late November 
and early December

Prolonged drought  
conditions for inland and 
southeastern Queensland and 
northeastern New South Wales 

Tasmania’s twelfth-driest year 
on record; serious rainfall 
deficiencies emerging on the 
east coast

Strong cold fronts crossed the southeast in 
late June, with a storm surge in Melbourne; 
periods of damaging winds in Tasmania 
throughout the year

Prolonged 2013–14 
active monsoon;  
slow start to the 
2014–15 wet season

Significant heavy rain in 
the second half of January 
cut road links in central 
Australia and the northwest

East Coast Lows 
caused flooding  
in coastal New 
South Wales 
during August  
and October

Rainfall deficiencies 
increasing in western 
Victoria from late winter

Third-warmest  
year on record:  
mean temperatures 
0.91 °C above average

Australia

Multiple heatwaves 
and Australia’s 
warmest spring  
on record

Near-average national 
annual rainfall:  
478 mm (1961–1990 
average 465 mm)

Sea surface 
temperatures  
fourth-warmest 
since 1910 (based on 
preliminary data)


