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Australia’s climate in 2020
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Extreme heat in northern '
Western Australia, Top
End of Northern Territory ‘&
in August and September.

Widespread coral bleaching
across Great Barrier Reef
after record-warm sea
surface temperatures in
Severe tropical cyclone February and March.
Damien caused significant
damage in Dampier in
February; 194 km/h wind
gust at Karratha Airport.
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Flooding for eastern
Australia in February
and March, particularly
Queensland.

Prolonged heavy rainfall,
flooding, significant coastal
erosion in parts of northeast
New South Wales, southeast
Queensland in mid-December.

Severe storms brought
giant hail across
southeast Queensland
at end of October.

Significant coastal
erosion from storms for
much of New South

May—July rainfall seventh
lowest on record for
southern Australia.

Water storages in southern
Murray—Darling Basin
increased significantly;
levels remained low in
northern Basin.
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Severe hailstorms
crossed Canberra on
20 January—large hail
across many suburbs.

48.9 °C at Penrith Lakes on
4 January—highest ever
recorded temperature in
the Sydney Basin.

Bushfires in eastern
Victoria, New South Wales
and southeast Queensland
at start of 2020.

Wales coast in mid-July.
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Fourth-warmest year
on record; mean
temperature 1.15°C
above average

Second-warmest year
on record for Western
Australia; fifth-warmest
for Queensland and the
Northern Territory

Australian annual
total rainfall
4% above average

Widespread bushfires
in eastern Australia
early in the year

Much of Australia
affected by drought
in early 2020

La Nifia declared
in September



