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The Monthly Weather Review - Australia is produced by the Bureau of Meteorology to provide a concise but informative
overview of the temperatures, rainfall and significant weather events in Australia for the month.
To keep the Monthly Weather Review as timely as possible, much of the information is based on electronic reports. Although
every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of these reports, the results can be considered only preliminary until complete
quality control procedures have been carried out. Any major discrepancies will be noted in later issues.
We are keen to ensure that the Monthly Weather Review is appropriate to its readers' needs. If you have any comments or
suggestions, please contact us:

Bureau of Meteorology
GPO Box 1289
Melbourne VIC 3001
Australia
media@bom.gov.au
www.bom.gov.au

Units of measurement
Except where noted, temperature is given in degrees Celsius (°C), rainfall in millimetres (mm), and wind speed in kilometres
per hour (km/h).

Observation times and periods
Each station in Australia makes its main observation for the day at 9 am local time. At this time, the precipitation over the past
24 hours is determined, and maximum and minimum thermometers are also read and reset. In this publication, the following
conventions are used for assigning dates to the observations made:
Maximum temperatures are for the 24 hours from 9 am on the date mentioned. They normally occur in the afternoon of that
day.
Minimum temperatures are for the 24 hours to 9 am on the date mentioned. They normally occur in the early morning of that
day.
Mean temperatures are the average of the daily maximum and daily minimum temperatures.
Daily rainfall is for the 24 hours to 9 am on the date mentioned. This means a significant fraction of the rain may have
occurred on the previous calendar day.
Monthly rainfall is for the period from 9 am on the last day of the previous month to 9 am on the last day of this month.
Maximum daily wind gusts are in the 24 hours from midnight to midnight.

Climatological values
The climatological averages shown in the text and tables are generally long-term means based on observations from the years
1961–1990. They are not shown for sites with less than 25 years of record in that time, as they cannot then be calculated
reliably. Climatological extremes are generally taken from all available years of record; the number of years can vary markedly
from site to site.

Records
The tables of records are not exhaustive, as they only show sites with at least 30 years of record. This may exclude locations
where a new site has been established; this means even some major cities and towns may not be listed.

Maps
The temperature and rainfall maps are intended to give an overview of the country. There could be discrepancies between the
values shown on these maps and those at individual locations, as a result of the way the maps are generated. A wide range of
maps of rainfall, temperature and other variables, covering the whole country and smaller regions can be found at
www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps.

Accessing data
Tables of daily values for selected sites are included toward the back of the Monthly Weather Review. Data from many more
sites and for other times are available from www.bom.gov.au/climate/data/.
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Cover photograph
Severe tropical cyclone Debbie approaches the Queensland coast in this MODIS “true colour” image.
Photograph by NASA Worldview (see worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov) around 2 pm AEST on 27 March 2017. Used with
permission.
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Overview

• An exceptionally warm month
• All States except Western Australia in top four

warmest Marches on record
• Nationally, the third-warmest March on record
• Severe tropical cyclone Debbie brought torrential

rainfall to Queensland and northern New South
Wales

• Rainfall above average for eastern Queensland,
much of New South Wales, southwest Victoria and
southeastern South Australia, and large parts of
Western Australia

• Below average rainfall for much of Tasmania,
South Australia, the south of the Northern
Territory, and parts of western New South Wales
and western Queensland

March was an exceptionally warm month across two-
thirds of Australia. Mean temperatures for all States

and the Northern Territory, except Western Australia,
were amongst the top four warmest on record for
March , resulting in the national mean temperature
ranked as third-highest on record at 1.66 °C above
average. For Tasmania and much of Victoria, March
temperatures were warmer than those for February.

Nationally, rainfall for Australia during March was
somewhat above average. However, this disguises
marked differences in the rainfall received between
different parts of the country. Monthly rainfall was in
the highest 10% of historical observations (decile 10)
along much of the east coast, due in large part to
severe tropical cyclone Debbie, while western parts
of South Australian was in the lowest 10%.
Numerous monthly and daily rainfall records were set
in Queensland and New South Wales, with significant
flooding ensuing.

Areal averages in March 2017

Rainfall anomaly Mean maximum
temperature anomaly

Mean minimum
temperature anomaly

Mean temperature
anomaly

Australia +17% +1.86 °C
2nd-highest

+1.43 °C
2nd-highest

+1.65 °C
3rd-highest

Western Australia +49% +0.49 °C +0.64 °C +0.57 °C

Northern Territory ��30% +2.58 °C
5th-highest

+1.33 °C
8th-highest

+1.96 °C
4th-highest

South Australia ��89% +3.11 °C
3rd-highest

+1.45 °C +2.28 °C
3rd-highest

Queensland +27% +2.34 °C
4th-highest

+1.93 °C
2nd-highest

+2.14 °C
2nd-highest

New South Wales +98%
9th-highest

+2.03 °C
equal 9th-highest

+2.61 °C
highest

+2.32 °C
2nd-highest

Victoria ��8% +3.03 °C
2nd-highest

+2.61 °C
3rd-highest

+2.82 °C
highest

Tasmania ��42% +1.99 °C
2nd-highest

+1.68 °C
2nd-highest

+1.84 °C
3rd-highest
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Extremes in March 2017

Hottest day Coldest night Wettest day Warmest overall Coolest overall Wettest overall Strongest wind
gust
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Significant weather

Tropical cyclone Blanche

Tropical cyclone Blanche emerged as tropical low in
the Arafura Sea on the 2nd, reaching cyclone strength
while northwest of Darwin on the 5th while tracking
southwestward. Minimal impacts were observed in
Darwin. Blanche made landfall between Kalumburu
and Wyndham in the northern Kimberley on the 6th
as a category 2 system before weakening rapidly over
land. Blanche set a new record for the latest date in a
tropical cyclone season for the first cyclone landfall,
although it was the third tropical cyclone to form in
the Australian region in the 2016–17 cyclone season.

Minor damage was reported at the Berkeley River
Lodge, whilst heavy rainfall led to minor to moderate
flooding in some Kimberley river systems. A low level
jet stream associated with ex-tropical cyclone Blanche
produced a 91 km/h wind gust at Derby Aero in the
Kimberley on the 7th

Unnamed tropical cyclone in Western
Australia

A tropical low developed to the northwest of Western
Australia on the 21st. The low tracked towards the
south-southeast and approached the Pilbara coast on
the 22nd. During the 23rd, the low developed and
crossed the coast just to the west of Port Hedland
during the early afternoon. Port Hedland
Airport recorded a period of gale force winds with a
peak wind gust of 94 km/h. Post analysis determined
that the system briefly reached tropical cyclone
intensity just before making landfall; in these
situations the cyclone is usually not given a name.
The unnamed tropical cyclone quickly weakened back
into a tropical low later on the 23rd as it moved inland
and further weakened whilst moving over central
Western Australia on the 24th. The system and
associated cloud band produced heavy rainfall in the
Pilbara and central Western Australia between the
21st and 25th.

Significant river rises occurred in the Pilbara coastal
rivers, De Grey River and Fortescue River. The
Fortescue River at Newman peaked at around 3.5
metres (close to the minor flood level of 4 metres)
and minor flooding was recorded in the Yule River.
Minor to major flooding was observed at some
locations in the De Grey River catchment.

Tropical cyclone Caleb

Tropical cyclone Caleb developed in the tropical Indian
Ocean about 400 km east of the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands on the 23rd and moved southward then
westward before dissipating, with no direct impact on

Christmas Island or the Cocos (Keeling) Islands apart
from some heavy rain associated with monsoonal
flow.

Severe tropical cyclone Debbie

Severe tropical cyclone Debbie was first identified as
a tropical low southeast of Papua New Guinea on the
22nd, intensifying to cyclone strength at 10 am on the
25th. In favourable conditions, Debbie intensified
further, reaching category 2 strength before the
system turned southwest towards the coast. The
system stalled, then rapidly intensified on the 27th.
Debbie made landfall near Airlie Beach on
Queensland's Whitsunday coast on the 28th as a
large and powerful category 4 system. Extensive
damage was reported across the Whitsunday Islands,
and at Airlie Beach, Bowen and Proserpine. Hamilton
Island recorded at wind gust of 263 km/h as Debbie
passed over, and the highest wind gust in
Queensland recorded in the digital climate archive. A
2.6 m storm surge was recorded at Laguna Quays
storm tide gauge (south of the location were the
system made landfall), and exceeded the Highest
Astronomical Tide (HAT) by 0.9 m.

After Debbie made landfall, the system continued its
track inland, maintaining tropical cyclone strength as it
passed over Collinsville. Debbie weakened below
tropical cyclone strength around 3:00 am on the 29th,
with the remnant tropical low turning southeast and
producing major flooding in central and southeast
Queensland and northeast New South Wales during
the following few days. The Queensland government
ordered all schools south of Agnes Water and east of
Nanango to close on the 30th due to the threat of
flash flooding and damaging winds. Schools from the
Sunshine Coast southward remained closed on the
31st due to the threat of flash flooding and damaging
winds.

From the 28th to 30th severe thunderstorms
associated with Debbie produced torrential rainfall in
eastern Queensland from Bowen to the southeast.
Numerous locations recorded extremely heavy rainfall
over short durations. Some of which include
Greenmount and Dumbleton Rocks on the Pioneer
River, both recording 92 mm in 60 minutes on the
29th. As the system moved southeast, torrential
rainfall continued over the greater southeast on the
30th, including: 118 mm in 6 hours at Rathdowney,
119 mm in 6 hours at Round Mountain, 148 mm in 6
hours at Rudds Lane (on the Logan–Albert River),
156 mm in 6 hours at Beaudesert, and 190 mm in 6
hours at O'Reillys.
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Riverine flooding occurred in some coastal
catchments from Bowen to the New South Wales
border, extending inland to parts of the Central
Highlands and Coalfields, Maranoa and Warrego, and
Darling Downs districts in Queensland. Flood
Warnings were issued for the Pioneer, Proserpine and
Don rivers. The Proserpine River catchment had an
average of 283.18 mm of rain on the 29th, the
wettest March day on record for the catchment and
second-wettest day for any month. The Pioneer River
catchment recorded an average of 277.39 mm on the
29th, also the wettest March day on record. Rapid
river rises and record major flood levels occurred in
the Isaac River at Yatton on the 30th. Moderate flood
levels were reached at Essendean Bridge on the
Baffle River, and major flood levels were reached at
Bucca Weir on the Kolan River. Moderate to major
flood levels were reported in the Burnett catchment.
As the remnant tropical low tracked into southeastern
Queensland, further flooding occurred. Major flood
levels were also observed in the Condamine River.
Record major flood levels were reported in the Logan
and Albert Rivers, and major riverine flooding occurred
in Warrill and Lockyer Creeks, and the Bremer River.
The Logan River catchment had its wettest day on
record for any month on the 31st, with an average of
269.16 mm of rain falling over the catchment.

Flooding continued in the Fitzroy River into early April
(peaking at a major flood level of 8.9 m at
Rockhampton on Friday 7 April 2017).

Very heavy rain also fell in parts of northeast New
South Wales on the 30th and 31st. Multi-day totals
reached 668 mm at Boat Harbour (Rous River), while
Lismore recorded 324.8 mm of rain in the 18 hours to
3 am on the 31st, its wettest March day in more than
100 years of record. The Tweed River catchment also
recorded an average of 374.1 mm of rain on the 31st,
the wettest day on record for any month and almost
50 mm higher than the previous record of 325.1 mm
on 6 February 1931. The very heavy rain, falling on
already wet catchments, resulted in major flooding in
the Tweed, Brunswick and Richmond-Wilsons rivers.
The Wilson River reached 11.6 m at Lismore, the
highest flood since 1974 and the first time the
Lismore CBD was flooded since a levee was built in
2005. Between 28 March and 5 April the New South
Wales SES recorded a total of 2850 jobs including 491
flood rescues, with evacuation orders affecting more
than 30 000 people and approximately 17 000 people
isolated by flood water. Three fatalities were reported
as a result of the flooding, with Natural Disasters
declared in six Local Government Areas.

Heavy rain and flooding in New South Wales

A low pressure system developed off the South Coast
of New South Wales overnight on the 3rd and
produced heavy rain over parts of southeast New
South Wales during the 48 hours to 9 am on the 5th.
Daily rainfall totals reached 134 mm at Moruya on the
4th and 113 mm at Bega on the 5th, with the SES
responding to close to 700 jobs. These were primarily
due to leaking roofs, particularly in parts of the Sydney
and Illawarra regions that were affected by hail during
February.

Heavy rain and thunderstorms affected large parts of
the New South Wales east coast between the 15th
and 19th, with locally heavy rainfall breaking records
at some locations including Grafton and Port
Macquarie. Heavy hourly totals included 82 mm in 60
minutes at Goonengarry in the Northern Rivers on the
15th, 86 mm in 60 minutes at Robertson on the 16th,
and 83 mm in 60 minutes at Evans Head on the 18th.
The heavy rain caused localised flash flooding,
downed trees and damaged roofs, with the SES
receiving more than 3300 jobs and performing 85
flood rescues, particularly in the Wollongong area on
the 17th and near New Italy on the 18th. Minor
flooding was reported in many coastal rivers, with
moderate flooding in the Nambucca, Bellinger,
Hasting and Clarence rivers and more than 4000
people in the Clarence and Nambucca areas isolated
by floodwaters.

Heavy rainfall in South Australia and Victoria

An upper level low pressure system fed tropical
moisture across the east coast of Australia from the
20th, with thunderstorms forming over some areas. A
low pressure trough and an upper level low moved
over the southeast South Australia in the early hours
of the 21st, generating rain and thunderstorms as it
passed across the southeast of the mainland.

Heavy rain and flooding resulted in Victoria on the
20th and 21st, with rainfall for the 48 hours to 9 am
on the 22nd more than the average for the month in a
broad area covering far southeast South Australia and
southern and central Victoria. Flash flooding was
reported in areas from northeast Victoria to southeast
South Australia, including Melbourne, Yea,
Castlemaine, Port Fairy, and Hamilton. Flash flooding
was generally less severe in southeast South
Australia.

In South Australia Lucindale recorded 99 mm of
rainfall in the 24 hours to 9 am on the 21st. There
were unofficial reports up to 110 mm from the same
area, with the majority of the rainfall likely to have
occurred in a three hour window around 3 am. Mount
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Gambier recorded 51 mm with 36 mm falling in one
hour between 5:30 and 6:30 am.

In Victoria, Port Fairy recorded 51.2 mm in the 24
hours to 9 am on the 22nd, including 40 mm in the 3
hours to 4 pm on the 21st. Aireys Inlet recorded
100.8 mm in the 24 hours to 9 am on the 22nd, with
most of that falling in the 12 hours to 4 am.

Severe thunderstorms in southeast Australia

Destructive storms returned to Victoria on the 27th as
a cold front crossed the State, with a line of
thunderstorms extending from southern New South
Wales into northeast Victoria. The storms intensified
as the cold front encountered humid air remaining in
the northeast. Albury-Wodonga was particularly
affected, with approximately 1000 trees ripped up
south of the city, and 200 calls for assistance to the
Victorian SES. Further north, the front caused wind
gusts of up to 102 km/h at Wagga Wagga and
109 km/h at Khancoban, with reports of wind damage
in Wagga Wagga.

In Tasmania, strong and squally winds accompanied
the front. There were several reports of downed trees
and damaged power lines, most notably a tree fell
onto a car on Bruny Island, and a power line fell onto
a house in Scottsdale. The strongest gust was
144 km/h on Maatsuyker Island, with several other
exposed and elevated sites reporting gusts over
100 km/h, and Hobart a gust to 89 km/h just after
1 pm.

Severe thunderstorms in Queensland

Severe storms affected parts of northwestern
Queensland on the 12th, with Cloncurry reporting a
wind gust of 94 km/h, and 35 mm of rainfall in 30
minutes.

Early on the 14th, severe thunderstorms were
detected northwest of Oakey in Queensland, and
tracked eastwards to Toowoomba, then to Crows
Nest and an area west of Esk. Trees were torn down,
and a house room was removed from its footings at
Goombungee, and there was hail up to 4 cm in
diameter at Kobble Creek (south of Dayboro). A funnel
cloud was also reported near Oakey in the morning.
By the middle of the morning, very dangerous
thunderstorms tracked over Lake Wivenhoe, Fernvale,
Mount Nebo, Highvale and the D'Aguilar Ranges.
Heavy rainfall was recorded at Cooloolabin Dam (west
of Yandina), with 104 mm recorded in the 60 minutes
ending 12:55 pm, and 86 mm in the 60 minutes
ending 12:55 pm at Wappa Dam (southeast of
Cooloolabin Dam). The same evening, severe
thunderstorms were detected in the Dalby and south

Burnett district, with Arthurs Lookout (southwest of
Mundubbera) reported 62 mm in the 30 minutes
ending 18:55, and Durah Homestead (roughly north of
Dalby and west of Kingaroy) reported 61 mm in the 30
minutes ending 17:55.

On the 15th severe thunderstorms produced strong
wind gusts at Roma in southern Queensland, with a
peak wind gust of 98 km/h. On the 17 severe
thunderstorms developed near Wynnum, Manly,
Macleay Island and the Brisbane Airport, and tracked
northeast. North Stradbroke Island and southern
Moreton Island were also affected. A "landspout" was
earlier recorded at Brisbane Airport around 2 pm (a
landspout looks like a slender tornado over land, but is
not associated with an organised rotating cloud, does
not form below a wall cloud and is generally not
intense enough to do much damage).

Severe thunderstorms developed over the Wide Bay
and Burnett, and Southeast Coast districts in the
evening of the 18th, and produced heavy rainfall over
parts of southeast Queensland. Mt Kanigan recorded
62 mm in 30 minutes, while 58 mm in 30 minutes
was reported at Sugarbag Road, Caloundra.

Thunderstorms bring heavy rain in New South
Wales

Thunderstorms in Central Western New South Wales
produced heavy rain in Dubbo on the 13th, with 2 cm
hail reported in Dubbo and Gulgong.

A thunderstorm produced heavy rain and flash
flooding in Parkes in New South Wales on the 20th.

Severe thunderstorms affected parts of Sydney and
the NSW Central Coast on the 22nd, with rainfall
totals including 27.5 mm in 30 minutes at Baulkham
Hills. The SES received more than 850 calls, primarily
in western and northwestern Sydney, and performed
4 flood rescues.

Strong wind gusts in Western Australia

Cold fronts produced wind gusts of 104 km/h on the
14th and 107 km/h on the 26th at Cape Leeuwin in
Western Australia.

Thunderstorms in the Pilbara district produced a
severe wind gusts on the 15th and again on the 27th,
with a reported gust of 119 km/h at Wyndham Aero
on the 15th.

Heavy rainfall at Broome in Western Australia

A slow moving storm cell produced 96.6 mm of
rainfall in one hour and 128.2 mm in three hours at
Broome on the 28th, which had annual exceedance
probability less than 2% and 5% respectively.
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Synoptic analyses and summary
1 March 2017 2 March 2017 3 March 2017

4 March 2017 5 March 2017 6 March 2017

7 March 2017 8 March 2017 9 March 2017

10 March 2017 11 March 2017 12 March 2017

13 March 2017 14 March 2017 15 March 2017

16 March 2017 17 March 2017 18 March 2017

19 March 2017 20 March 2017 21 March 2017
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22 March 2017 23 March 2017 24 March 2017

25 March 2017 26 March 2017 27 March 2017

28 March 2017 29 March 2017 30 March 2017

31 March 2017

Synoptic summary

March featured persistent easterly winds in southeast
Australia, and above-average cloudiness over the east
and northwest coasts. An active monsoon trough lay
over northern Australia during the second half of the
month, with four tropical cyclones developing.

At the start of the month, surface troughs lingered off
the east and west coasts, with thunderstorms
producing locally heavy rain. A low pressure system
developed off the NSW south coast from the
afternoon of the 3rd before moving eastward. A
tropical low developed into tropical cyclone Blanche
near the Top End on the morning of the 5th.

Inland surface troughs with embedded low pressure
systems produced rain across northern Australia
during the second week of the month. A period of
persistent onshore flow became established over
southeast Australia from the 14th, with complex
surface troughs contributing to widespread coastal
rain. The monsoon trough shifted over northern
Australia from the 20th, producing further rainfall in

the north of the country. In inland Australia, northerly
winds associated with an extended surface trough
caused unseasonably warm temperatures.

From the 21st, a tropical low developed off Western
Australia, crossing the coast west of Port Hedland on
the 23rd; post-analysis confirmed it as a tropical
cyclone but it will remain unnamed. A surface trough
and associated low pressure systems extended into
southwest Western Australia.Tropical cyclone Caleb
developed about 400 km east of the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands from the 23rd, moving south then west before
weakening.

Severe tropical cyclone Debbie made landfall as a
category 4 strength system on Queensland's
Whitsunday coast on the 28th, having started as
tropical low southeast of Papua New Guinea on the
22nd. As It moved inland and decayed it interacted
with a cold front and surface trough on the 30th,
producing very heavy rain in parts of southeast
Queensland and northeast New South Wales.
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Temperatures

March was the third-warmest on record for Australia,
with nationally averaged mean temperatures 1.66 °C
above the historical average, not far behind the record
of 1.70 °C set in March 2016. Mean temperatures
were above average in all States and Territories, with
all except Western Australia recording temperatures
among the four warmest Marches on record. Victoria
recorded its warmest March on record with a mean
temperature 2.82 °C above the historical average and
0.40 °C above the previous record set in March 2016.

Mean temperatures were above average across most
of central and eastern Australia, with temperatures in
the warmest 10% of years across all of Tasmania and
Victoria, most of Queensland and South Australia, the
eastern and southern Northern Territory, southern and
western New South Wales, and in parts of the
Southern Interior of Western Australia near Giles.
Temperatures were the warmest on record over
almost 15% of the country, including parts of northern
Tasmania, central Victoria, southeast and northeast
Queensland, and parts of southeast Queensland and
the adjoining regions of New South Wales, South
Australia and the Northern Territory. Temperatures
were closer to average across most of Western
Australia, and below average in parts of southwest
South Australia.

Maximum temperatures

The nationally-averaged maximum temperature during
March was 1.86 °C above average, the second-
warmest March on record for Australia behind 1986.
Maximum temperatures were among the ten
warmest years on record in all States and Territories
except Western Australia, with both Victoria
(+3.04 °C) and Tasmania (+1.98 °C) recording their
second-warmest March on record.

Anomalies of mean daily maximum
temperature in March 2017

Decile rank of mean daily maximum
temperature in March 2017

March temperatures were in the warmest 10% of
years across most of eastern and central Australia,
with the exception of near-average temperatures in
the northwest Northern Territory and in eastern New
South Wales. Temperatures were close to average
across much of Western Australia, and below average
in southwest Western Australia. Record warm
maximum temperatures were recorded in parts of
southern Tasmania, the northeast coast of
Queensland near Cairns, in parts of southwest
Queensland and the southeast Northern Territory, and
in parts of southern Victoria including Melbourne
Airport.

Maximum temperatures were above average across
much of the country at the start of the month, with
temperatures more than 10 °C above average along
parts of the southern coast on the 1st and 2nd and
record warm temperatures in parts of eastern
Queensland including Bundaberg on the 6th (see
page 16). Rain resulted in cooler conditions in parts of
the tropical north and the New South Wales east
coast from the 4th; this spread inland over
subsequent days, with much of central Australia
experiencing cool temperatures by the 7th while
warmth persisted in the southwest and northeast.

Northerly winds and warm temperatures moved
eastward across southern Australia ahead of mobile
surface troughs and cold fronts between the 8th and
12th, 13th and 15th, and the 18th and 20th. Very cool
temperatures developed behind the latter front, with
parts of southwestern Western Australia more than
8 °C below average between the 18th and 20th. Very
cool temperatures were also associated with heavy
rainfall in Western Australia from the 23rd to the 25th
associated with a band of rain extending south from
Port Hedland, while warm temperatures persisted in
inland Australia.

The most significant heat of the month developed
from the 26th, when much of South Australia
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recorded temperatures more than 12 °C above
average including the warmest March day on record
at Woomera. The heat moved into western New
South Wales and southern Victoria on the 27th, with
warmth continuing in western Queensland until the
29th. This period included the warmest temperatures
recorded so late in the season in each of South
Australia (44.5 °C at Ceduna on the 26th), New South
Wales (44.0 °C at Wilcannia on the 27th) and
Queensland (44.0 °C at Urandangi on the 28th).

The month ended on a cool note, with most of the
southern half of Australia recording temperatures
more than 4 °C below average on both the 30th and
31st associated with cool southerly airflow as well as
heavy rain in the east due to ex-tropical cyclone
Debbie.

Minimum temperatures

The Australian average minimum temperature in
March 2017 was 1.43 °C above average, the second-
warmest March on record behind March 2016.
Overnight temperatures were the warmest on record
for New South Wales (+2.61 °C), the second-warmest
on record for Queensland (+1.93 °C) and Tasmania
(+1.68 °C), the third-warmest on record for Victoria
(+2.61 °C) and the eighth-warmest in the Northern
Territory, with above average temperatures also
recorded in Western Australia and South Australia.

Anomalies of mean daily minimum
temperature in March 2017

Decile rank of mean daily minimum
temperature in March 2017

Minimum temperatures were above average across
most of the country, and well above average across
Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, most of
Queensland, eastern South Australia, the northern
and eastern Northern Territory, as well as on parts of
the northwest coast of Western Australia and near
Giles. Minimum temperatures were the warmest on
record across large parts of eastern New South Wales
and Queensland including Sydney and Brisbane, as
well as in northeast Tasmania and parts of southwest
Queensland and northwest New South Wales. March
was notable for the persistence of warm
temperatures in the southeast, with large numbers of
stations in the southeastern States breaking March
records for March nights above 15 °C or 20 °C.

Minimum temperatures were warmer than average
across most of the country during the first week of
the month. Southeasterly winds brought cooler nights
to parts of southeast Australia between the 8th and
11th, with warmer nights persisting in the west.
Cooler minimum temperatures developed over parts
of central Australia over the 14th and 15th, while
Townsville recorded its warmest March night on
record.

Parts of Tasmania experienced their warmest March
night on record on the 16th (see page 16), with very
warm nights in much of southeast Australia, while
southerly winds and clear conditions caused well
below average temperatures in southwest Western
Australia. The cool temperatures moved eastward
through southern Australia while warm nights
persisted in the north. This pattern repeated itself
over the 19th and 20th, with cool nights in the
southwest and warm nights in the southeast. Nights
remained warm in the southeast until the 27th, with
several stations in the southeast breaking March
records for consecutive nights above 20 °C.

Southerly winds brought a return of cool weather to
southwest Western Australia on the 27th, with cool
conditions extending across much of southern
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Australia over subsequent days. Temperatures
remained warm in the north for several days, with
parts of Far North Queensland recording their
warmest March night on record between the 28th
and 30th. The month ended with overnight

temperatures more than 6 °C below average across
large parts of the country, with the exception of the
northern tropics and parts of northeast NSW which
experienced heavy rain and cloud cover.
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Rainfall

The mean rainfall for Australia as a whole (71.4 mm)
was 17% above the long-term average (61.3 mm).
However, the national figure masks contrasts in the
distribution of rainfall during the month.

Total rainfall in March 2017

Decile rank of total rainfall in March 2017

March rainfall was above to well above average
through northern, central and southern parts of
Western Australia; in southeastern South Australia
and southwestern Victoria, and in parts of the east,
with record high rainfall in some areas of central and
southeastern Queensland and northeastern New
South Wales (see page 23). Below to well below
average rainfall was recorded through central
Australia; southwest and western Queensland;
western New South Wales; along the west coast of
Western Australia; western and northeastern
Tasmania, and much of South Australia. Near-average
rainfall was recorded elsewhere. Tropical cyclone
Blanche brought heavy falls to parts of the Top End in
the Northern Territory and northern districts in
Western Australia at the start of the month. Severe
tropical cyclone Debbie produced widespread,
torrential falls about the central east coast of
Queensland and in much of eastern New South
Wales at the end of the month.

During the first part of the month, a humid air mass
and broad area of low pressure persisted over much
of northern Australia.

At the start of the month, a moist easterly airstream
fed into a surface low pressure system that was
situated off the New South Wales coast, interacting
with a complex upper-level trough. The low pressure
system deepened along the surface trough, and
produced moderate to heavy falls along the south
coast of New South Wales, with widespread
moderate to heavy falls recorded across much of
eastern Australia in the first week of the month.

An intensifying tropical low north of the Top End
moved towards the Tiwi Islands and began to
strengthen on the 4th, developing into tropical
cyclone Blanche early on the 5th. The system tracked
southwest and passed offshore of Darwin and tracked
towards the Kimberley coast as it intensified into a
category 2 system on the 6th. Tropical cyclone
Blanche made landfall between Kalumburu and
Wyndham in the northern Kimberley of Western
Australia around midday, on the 6th. The system
weakened rapidly, and was downgraded to a tropical
low that same evening. Moderate to locally heavy falls
were recorded across the Top End, and the north
Kimberley region of Western Australia. Showers and
storms continued over northern and western parts of
the Northern Territory, and the Kimberley and
northern interior districts of Western Australia, due to
a humid and unstable north to northeasterly flow.

In the east, a low to middle level trough extended
over the northern interior of Queensland in the
second week of the month. The trough shifted further
south into central Queensland, enhancing shower and
thunderstorm activity, and coupled with an upper-level
trough. The systems produced widespread, moderate
to heavy falls in the southern Cape York Peninsula,
northwest, northern interior, central coast and central
west in Queensland between the 7th and the 10th.

At the end of the second week of March, a surface
trough persisted near the west coast of Australia,
with a convective cloudband developing ahead of a
cold front that passed over southwest Western
Australia. Moderate falls were recorded as
thunderstorms and showers formed along a line from
the Kimberley, through the northern and central
interior, to the southwest of Western Australia
between the 11th and 13th. A deepening complex
low pressure system located in the Great Australian
Bight on the 12th tracked eastwards, with an
associated surface trough moving across
southeastern South Australia, southern Victoria and
Tasmania, with moderate falls reported in
southeastern Australia. The surface trough associated
with the complex low continued its eastward track,
and produced thunderstorms and showers, with
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further moderate to locally heavy falls recorded in
central and eastern New South Wales, and east of a
line from Bowen to St George in Queensland in the
middle of the month.

By the 15th, a cloudband with areas of showers and
thunderstorms extended from central Queensland to
the central coast of New South Wales. Humid,
easterly winds fed into a low pressure trough located
east of the New South Wales coast, and combined
with an upper-level low, generating moderate to
heavy falls across the southeastern quarter of
Queensland and eastern New South Wales. A low
pressure centre developed and deepened along the
coastal trough in response to an upper-level system,
with heavy falls recorded about the Illawarra and
South Coast districts in New South Wales.

Surface troughs and broad areas of low pressure
dominated western, northern and eastern Australia
from the 20th. In the west, a cloudband associated
with a tropical low stretched from the northwest to a
low pressure system south of Albany in Western
Australia, and produced moderate to heavy falls in the
Pilbara, eastern parts of the Gascoyne, the Goldfields
and South West Land Division in Western Australia
from the 22nd to the 25th. Some locations in Western
Australia recorded their wettest March day on record
on the 22nd and the 25th.

A persistent coastal trough located along the east
coast of Queensland generated locally heavy falls
about the Capricornia coast, and moderate falls about
the east coast and central interior of Queensland. A
deepening low and surface trough moved across
southeastern Australia, and produced showers and

thunderstorms in southeastern South Australia,
Victoria, Tasmania, and southern and eastern New
South Wales between the 21st and 24th.

At the end of the month, a tropical low in the Coral
Sea intensified on the monsoon trough, and in
conjunction with the surface trough located along the
east coast, brought moderate to heavy falls to
Queensland's east coast and Cape York Peninsula.
The tropical low in the Coral Sea deepened and
intensified to a category 1 system on the 25th, and
was named Debbie. Atmospheric conditions were
favourable for the system to intensify further, and
Debbie reached category 2 strength later in the
evening, and tracked southwest towards the
Queensland coast. Debbie rapidly intensified from a
category 2 to category 4 strength system during a
twelve hour period on the 27th. Severe tropical
cyclone Debbie made landfall near Airlie Beach on
Tuesday, 28 March as a large and powerful category 4
strength system, devastating resort islands in the
Whitsunday group, including Hamilton and Daydream
Islands, as well as the towns of Airlie Beach and
Proserpine. The system continued its southwesterly
track, and though downgraded to a category 2 system
by the evening of the 28th, it continued to produce
heavy rainfall and damaging winds. By the 29th, the
remnant tropical low turned southeast, and steadily
tracked towards the southeast Queensland coast,
generating widespread, moderate to heavy rainfall
east of a line from roughly Bowen in Queensland to
Ulladulla in New South Wales. Numerous stations
recorded their wettest March day on record on the
29th, 30th or 31st, along with their wettest March
rainfall on record.
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Daily maps

Daily maximum temperature maps
1 March 2017 2 March 2017 3 March 2017 4 March 2017 5 March 2017

6 March 2017 7 March 2017 8 March 2017 9 March 2017 10 March 2017

11 March 2017 12 March 2017 13 March 2017 14 March 2017 15 March 2017

16 March 2017 17 March 2017 18 March 2017 19 March 2017 20 March 2017

21 March 2017 22 March 2017 23 March 2017 24 March 2017 25 March 2017

26 March 2017 27 March 2017 28 March 2017 29 March 2017 30 March 2017

31 March 2017

These maps are intended to give an overview of daily maximum
temperature across the country. There could be discrepancies
between the values shown on these maps and those at
individual locations, as a result of the way the maps are
generated. A wide range of maps of rainfall, temperature and
other variables, covering the whole country and smaller regions
can be found at www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps/.
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Daily minimum temperature maps
1 March 2017 2 March 2017 3 March 2017 4 March 2017 5 March 2017

6 March 2017 7 March 2017 8 March 2017 9 March 2017 10 March 2017

11 March 2017 12 March 2017 13 March 2017 14 March 2017 15 March 2017

16 March 2017 17 March 2017 18 March 2017 19 March 2017 20 March 2017

21 March 2017 22 March 2017 23 March 2017 24 March 2017 25 March 2017

26 March 2017 27 March 2017 28 March 2017 29 March 2017 30 March 2017

31 March 2017

These maps are intended to give an overview of daily minimum
temperature across the country. There could be discrepancies
between the values shown on these maps and those at
individual locations, as a result of the way the maps are
generated. A wide range of maps of rainfall, temperature and
other variables, covering the whole country and smaller regions
can be found at www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps/.
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Daily rainfall maps
1 March 2017 2 March 2017 3 March 2017 4 March 2017 5 March 2017

6 March 2017 7 March 2017 8 March 2017 9 March 2017 10 March 2017

11 March 2017 12 March 2017 13 March 2017 14 March 2017 15 March 2017

16 March 2017 17 March 2017 18 March 2017 19 March 2017 20 March 2017

21 March 2017 22 March 2017 23 March 2017 24 March 2017 25 March 2017

26 March 2017 27 March 2017 28 March 2017 29 March 2017 30 March 2017

31 March 2017

These maps are intended to give an overview of daily rainfall
across the country. There could be discrepancies between the
values shown on these maps and those at individual locations, as
a result of the way the maps are generated. A wide range of
maps of rainfall, temperature and other variables, covering the
whole country and smaller regions can be found at
www.bom.gov.au/climate/maps/.
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Records

Record highest March daily maximum temperature

New record Old record
Years

of
record

Northern Territory
014703 Centre Island 39.3 on 29th 38.8 on 17th in 2015 43
South Australia

016001 Woomera Aerodrome 43.0 on 26th = 43.0 on 6th in 1986 68
018106 Nullarbor 43.4 on 26th 43.0 on 31st in 2005 30
Queensland

032078 Ingham Composite 38.1 on 30th 38.0 on 16th in 1992 47
037010 Camooweal Township 42.9 on 28th 42.8 on 2nd in 1951 76
039128 Bundaberg Aero 38.5 on 6th 36.5 on 7th in 1998 38
039314 Seventeen Seventy 33.8 on 6th 33.0 on 7th in 1998 30
040126 Maryborough 38.0 on 6th 36.6 on 12th in 1988 61

= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Record highest March mean maximum temperature

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Northern Territory

015135 Tennant Creek Airport 37.9 37.7 in 1992 48
015511 Curtin Springs 37.5 37.3 in 1986 53
015590 Alice Springs Airport 36.9 36.2 in 1986 76
015602 Jervois 38.3 37.6 in 1986 49
South Australia

017043 Oodnadatta Airport 36.7 36.6 in 1980 69
018040 Kimba 31.5 = 31.5 in 2008 50
Queensland

028008 Lockhart River Airport 32.2 31.7 in 2016 52
031011 Cairns Aero 32.5 = 32.5 in 1993 75
031037 Low Isles Lighthouse 32.9 32.7 in 1993 50
031108 Walkamin Research Station 30.8 30.3 in 2016 49
032037 South Johnstone Exp Stn 32.3 31.5 in 1946 62
037010 Camooweal Township 39.1 39.0 in 1986 109
040126 Maryborough 32.0 = 32.0 in 1932 108
New South Wales

047016 Lake Victoria Storage 32.3 = 32.3 in 1940 84
Victoria

076031 Mildura Airport 32.5 31.9 in 2016 71
076064 Walpeup Research 32.2 32.1 in 1940 69
080091 Kyabram 30.5 = 30.5 in 2016 52
081049 Tatura Inst Sustainable Ag 29.5 = 29.5 in 2016 53
082042 Strathbogie 27.3 27.2 in 2016 41
085280 Morwell (Latrobe Valley Airport) 27.5 27.4 in 2013 34
086077 Moorabbin Airport 27.0 26.9 in 2013 46
086104 Scoresby Research Institute 27.8 27.5 in 2008 59
086282 Melbourne Airport 27.8 27.1 in 2008 47
086351 Bundoora (Latrobe University) 27.5 27.4 in 2008 34
088023 Lake Eildon 29.9 29.1 in 2016 48
088109 Mangalore Airport 29.8 29.2 in 1986 59
089085 Ararat Prison 27.7 27.3 in 2008 48
Tasmania

096003 Butlers Gorge 20.5 19.7 in 2013 55
= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Highest March mean maximum temperature for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month

Most recent
higher

South Australia
016001 Woomera Aerodrome 33.7 34.0 in 1986
016065 Andamooka 34.7 35.6 in 1986
017099 Arkaroola 33.3 33.8 in 1986
017110 Leigh Creek Airport 34.4 35.0 in 1986 *
019062 Yongala 30.5 31.7 in 1940
Queensland

032025 Innisfail 32.1 32.2 in 1946
038003 Boulia Airport 39.7 39.8 in 1915 *
New South Wales

048027 Cobar MO 33.0 33.9 in 1986
074106 Tocumwal Airport 31.1 31.9 in 1986
075032 Hillston Airport 32.6 33.3 in 1986 *
Victoria

080023 Kerang 31.6 33.0 in 1940 *
086038 Essendon Airport 27.7 29.2 in 1940 *
088110 Castlemaine Prison 27.8 28.5 in 1974 *
Tasmania

094010 Cape Bruny Lighthouse 20.1 20.2 in 1971
* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.

Lowest March mean maximum temperature for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent lower

Western Australia
009111 Karnet 25.5 25.3 in 1986 *
009114 Lancelin 25.9 25.5 in 1968 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a lower value has gone unreported.

Record lowest March daily minimum temperature

New record Old record
Years

of
record

South Australia
019062 Yongala 1.1 on 31st = 1.1 on 30th in 1970 61

= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Record highest March daily minimum temperature

New record Old record
Years

of
record

Northern Territory
015085 Brunette Downs 29.0 on 30th 28.8 on 12th in 1985 54
Queensland

031037 Low Isles Lighthouse 29.0 on 29th 28.5 on 3rd in 1981 49
031108 Walkamin Research Station 24.0 on 29th 23.5 on 2nd in 1988 49
032004 Cardwell Marine Pde 29.1 on 28th 27.5 on 9th in 1997 60
032025 Innisfail 26.8 on 30th 26.7 on 1st in 1988 61
032040 Townsville Aero 27.9 on 15th 27.4 on 3rd in 1994 77
035070 Taroom Post Office 24.9 on 14th 24.5 on 29th in 1998 61
039059 Lady Elliot Island 27.4 on 6th 27.0 on 9th in 1995 61
New South Wales

066037 Sydney Airport AMO 23.7 on 30th 23.4 on 4th in 2016 78
068192 Camden Airport AWS 22.4 on 21st 22.0 on 19th in 2000 41
Tasmania

091219 Scottsdale (West Minstone Road) 18.8 on 16th 18.5 on 8th in 2010 46
091237 Launceston (Ti Tree Bend) 21.1 on 16th 19.1 on 10th in 2013 34
094008 Hobart Airport 21.0 on 16th 20.4 on 13th in 2013 59
096003 Butlers Gorge 16.4 on 16th 15.5 on 11th in 1971 55

19 Monthly Weather Review - Australia - March 2017



Record highest March mean minimum temperature

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Northern Territory

014508 Gove Airport 25.3 = 25.3 in 2016 39
014703 Centre Island 27.9 27.8 in 1990 43
South Australia

024024 Loxton Research Centre 14.8 = 14.8 in 2016 33
026091 Coonawarra 13.2 12.9 in 1989 32
Queensland

031011 Cairns Aero 24.3 24.0 in 2016 75
031037 Low Isles Lighthouse 26.1 25.8 in 1982 49
032004 Cardwell Marine Pde 24.5 23.5 in 2015 109
032037 South Johnstone Exp Stn 23.6 23.3 in 2011 62
032040 Townsville Aero 24.8 24.6 in 2015 77
033002 Ayr DPI Research Stn 23.6 23.2 in 2011 61
033013 Collinsville Post Office 23.0 22.1 in 2016 60
033045 Mackay Aero 23.4 23.1 in 1956 31
033119 Mackay M.O 23.7 23.5 in 2015 58
035070 Taroom Post Office 20.8 = 20.8 in 2016 65
038003 Boulia Airport 24.9 24.8 in 2015 123
039059 Lady Elliot Island 25.1 24.9 in 2015 78
039083 Rockhampton Aero 23.0 22.6 in 2016 78
039123 Gladstone Radar 23.1 22.8 in 2015 60
039128 Bundaberg Aero 22.1 21.6 in 2001 38
040211 Archerfield Airport 21.0 20.2 in 2015 42
040717 Coolangatta 21.2 20.7 in 2015 30
041100 Texas Post Office 18.3 18.1 in 1989 46
041175 Applethorpe 15.3 15.0 in 2016 49
041359 Oakey Aero 18.4 17.7 in 2016 44
044026 Cunnamulla Post Office 21.7 = 21.7 in 2006 108
New South Wales

055049 Quirindi Post Office 16.7 16.6 in 2000 97
056229 Guyra Hospital 12.0 11.6 in 2000 33
057095 Tabulam (Muirne) 17.3 17.0 in 2015 47
058158 Murwillumbah (Bray Park) 20.1 19.8 in 2001 40
060085 Yarras (Mount Seaview) 18.2 17.6 in 2000 48
061054 Nelson Bay (Nelson Head) 20.5 20.0 in 2006 32
061250 Paterson (Tocal AWS) 18.5 17.5 in 2000 44
062013 Gulgong Post Office 16.7 16.3 in 1983 43
063063 Oberon (Springbank) 12.1 11.4 in 1956 45
064009 Dunedoo Post Office 17.3 17.1 in 1956 61
065034 Wellington (D&J Rural) 16.9 16.8 in 1956 100
066037 Sydney Airport AMO 19.8 19.7 in 2016 78
066062 Sydney (Observatory Hill) 20.0 19.7 in 2016 159
066124 Parramatta North (Masons Drive) 18.1 18.0 in 1968 50
066137 Bankstown Airport AWS 19.0 18.0 in 2000 49
067019 Prospect Reservoir 18.7 17.9 in 1983 53
068192 Camden Airport AWS 17.9 17.1 in 2000 41
069017 Montague Island Lighthouse 18.8 18.4 in 2016 45
069018 Moruya Heads Pilot Station 17.4 17.1 in 2016 142
070278 Cooma Visitors Centre 10.6 = 10.6 in 1983 44
072023 Hume Reservoir 17.2 17.1 in 2016 86
072043 Tumbarumba Post Office 11.9 11.6 in 2016 52

= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Record highest March mean minimum temperature

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Victoria

076047 Ouyen (Post Office) 16.5 16.4 in 1974 81
076064 Walpeup Research 16.3 = 16.3 in 1974 69
080091 Kyabram 15.3 15.2 in 2016 52
085096 Wilsons Promontory Lighthouse 16.5 = 16.5 in 2013 140
086038 Essendon Airport 15.1 = 15.1 in 2013 48
086351 Bundoora (Latrobe University) 14.6 14.5 in 1983 34
088110 Castlemaine Prison 14.4 14.0 in 1974 47
090171 Portland (Cashmore Airport) 14.2 13.8 in 1989 35
090173 Hamilton Airport 13.0 12.9 in 1989 33
Tasmania

091107 Wynyard Airport 12.8 11.4 in 2013 32
091219 Scottsdale (West Minstone Road) 12.2 11.6 in 2010 46
091237 Launceston (Ti Tree Bend) 13.2 12.1 in 2010 34
092003 Bicheno (Council Depot) 13.9 13.6 in 2016 43
094010 Cape Bruny Lighthouse 13.4 13.2 in 2013 95
094041 Maatsuyker Island Lighthouse 12.9 12.7 in 2013 81
094087 Kunanyi (Mount Wellington Pinnacle) 6.7 6.5 in 2013 38

= indicates the new record equals the old one.

Highest March mean minimum temperature for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month

Most recent
higher

Queensland
028004 Palmerville 23.5 24.3 in 1921 *
032025 Innisfail 24.2 25.6 in 1948
037010 Camooweal Township 24.2 = 24.2 in 1985 *
040004 Amberley AMO 19.9 20.7 in 1956
040082 University of Queensland Gatton 19.8 20.2 in 1956 *
040093 Gympie 20.6 21.0 in 1976 *
040126 Maryborough 21.4 21.7 in 1956
New South Wales

056032 Tenterfield (Federation Park) 14.5 15.0 in 1982
058012 Yamba Pilot Station 20.5 20.6 in 1958
061078 Williamtown RAAF 19.0 19.2 in 1956
063005 Bathurst Agricultural Station 14.0 14.1 in 1939 *
063039 Katoomba (Murri St) 13.6 14.7 in 1940 *
064008 Coonabarabran (Showgrounds) 15.4 16.3 in 1903 *
075032 Hillston Airport 17.6 18.7 in 1983 *
Victoria

078077 Warracknabeal Museum 14.3 14.6 in 1983 *
080015 Echuca Aerodrome 15.3 16.3 in 1974
090015 Cape Otway Lighthouse 15.9 16.0 in 1974
Tasmania

091009 Burnie (Round Hill) 14.8 15.8 in 1974 *
091223 Marrawah 13.7 14.1 in 1974
092045 Larapuna (Eddystone Point) 15.6 16.0 in 1974

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.
= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Record highest March mean temperature

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
South Australia

024024 Loxton Research Centre 23.2 22.8 in 2016 33
026091 Coonawarra 20.3 20.1 in 2013 32
Queensland

028008 Lockhart River Airport 28.2 27.9 in 2016 52
031011 Cairns Aero 28.4 27.9 in 2016 75
031037 Low Isles Lighthouse 29.5 29.2 in 1993 49
031108 Walkamin Research Station 25.7 25.6 in 2016 49
032037 South Johnstone Exp Stn 27.9 26.8 in 2010 62
033002 Ayr DPI Research Stn 27.8 27.5 in 2015 61
033013 Collinsville Post Office 28.4 28.2 in 2015 60
033045 Mackay Aero 27.1 26.9 in 2015 31
037010 Camooweal Township 31.7 31.5 in 1986 108
038003 Boulia Airport 32.3 32.1 in 2015 121
039128 Bundaberg Aero 26.5 26.4 in 2001 38
040004 Amberley AMO 25.6 25.4 in 1954 76
040126 Maryborough 26.7 26.0 in 1998 108
040211 Archerfield Airport 25.9 25.4 in 2015 42
044026 Cunnamulla Post Office 28.7 28.2 in 1933 108
New South Wales

047016 Lake Victoria Storage 24.5 24.4 in 1934 84
058158 Murwillumbah (Bray Park) 24.5 = 24.5 in 1998 40
075032 Hillston Airport 25.1 24.7 in 1971 85
Victoria

076031 Mildura Airport 24.6 24.4 in 2016 71
076064 Walpeup Research 24.2 23.6 in 1940 69
080023 Kerang 23.8 23.7 in 2016 108
080091 Kyabram 22.9 = 22.9 in 2016 52
085072 East Sale Airport 19.9 = 19.9 in 1974 72
085279 Bairnsdale Airport 19.8 19.4 in 2016 36
085280 Morwell (Latrobe Valley Airport) 20.4 19.8 in 2016 34
086038 Essendon Airport 21.4 21.2 in 2013 48
086077 Moorabbin Airport 21.0 = 21.0 in 2013 46
086282 Melbourne Airport 21.1 21.0 in 1974 47
088023 Lake Eildon 21.4 21.1 in 2016 48
088043 Maryborough 21.5 = 21.5 in 1974 107
088109 Mangalore Airport 22.0 21.8 in 1974 59
089085 Ararat Prison 19.8 19.2 in 1974 48
090173 Hamilton Airport 20.0 19.7 in 2008 33
Tasmania

091107 Wynyard Airport 17.1 16.8 in 2013 32
091219 Scottsdale (West Minstone Road) 17.6 17.4 in 2013 46
091223 Marrawah 17.8 = 17.8 in 2013 47
091237 Launceston (Ti Tree Bend) 19.0 18.4 in 2013 34
092012 Fingal (Legge Street) 16.5 = 16.5 in 2013 31
094010 Cape Bruny Lighthouse 16.7 16.6 in 1971 95
096003 Butlers Gorge 13.6 13.3 in 2013 55

= indicates the new record equals the old one.
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Highest March mean temperature for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month

Most recent
higher

South Australia
016001 Woomera Aerodrome 26.2 26.3 in 1986
016065 Andamooka 27.3 27.8 in 1986
017099 Arkaroola 25.6 26.0 in 1983
017110 Leigh Creek Airport 26.4 27.2 in 1986 *
025507 Keith 22.1 22.7 in 1974
Queensland

028004 Palmerville 28.3 28.4 in 1978 *
032025 Innisfail 28.1 28.4 in 1948
040093 Gympie 26.0 26.9 in 1933 *
New South Wales

048027 Cobar MO 26.1 26.4 in 1986
Victoria

084070 Point Hicks (Lighthouse) 20.1 20.3 in 1978 *
086104 Scoresby Research Institute 20.9 21.2 in 1974 *
088110 Castlemaine Prison 21.0 21.3 in 1974 *
089002 Ballarat Aerodrome 19.1 19.6 in 1974 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.

Lowest March mean temperature for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent lower

Western Australia
009518 Cape Leeuwin 18.9 18.6 in 1986
010111 Northam 21.8 21.1 in 1984 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a lower value has gone unreported.

Record highest March daily rainfall

New record Old record
Years

of
record

Western Australia
009744 Paynedale 55.0 on 22nd 32.3 on 20th in 1993 39
009842 Jarrahwood 52.0 on 22nd 31.0 on 20th in 1993 42
009917 Perivale Orchard 51.0 on 22nd 34.9 on 20th in 1993 40
012027 Edjudina 77.0 on 25th 75.0 on 19th in 2012 109
012043 Kookynie 94.0 on 25th 82.6 on 16th in 1907 99
012176 Sturt Meadows 96.2 on 25th 92.7 on 22nd in 1927 110
012187 Yerilla 77.2 on 25th 70.9 on 16th in 1907 84
South Australia

026078 Avenue 55.0 on 21st 36.2 on 20th in 2003 43
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Record highest March daily rainfall

New record Old record
Years

of
record

Queensland
027038 Highbury Station 137.6 on 6th 111.8 on 18th in 2012 47
033045 Mackay Aero 206.8 on 30th 187.2 on 4th in 2013 31
033053 Mount Jukes 565.0 on 29th 388.0 on 21st in 2012 73
033059 Plane Creek Sugar Mill 355.5 on 30th 259.8 on 26th in 1963 104
033095 Orkabie West Hill 452.0 on 29th 387.2 on 2nd in 1988 56
033096 Mount Dangar 210.0 on 29th 179.4 on 5th in 1976 56
033170 Mystery Park 250.0 on 30th 221.0 on 2nd in 1988 45
033186 Carmila Beach Road 350.4 on 29th 221.0 on 27th in 1963 56
033189 Strathmuir 245.0 on 30th 138.0 on 5th in 1983 77
034016 Carfax 165.5 on 29th 100.0 on 2nd in 1988 56
035063 Somerby 118.0 on 30th 116.4 on 3rd in 1994 92
035132 New Caledonia 147.4 on 30th 67.2 on 1st in 1984 49
039054 Jambin Post Office 170.0 on 30th 127.5 on 18th in 1940 91
039106 Mount Kroombit 94.2 on 30th 78.2 on 27th in 1963 61
039175 Lovandee 121.6 on 30th 93.0 on 6th in 1976 40
039204 Colodan 143.4 on 30th 79.2 on 1st in 1994 58
039205 Wingfield 102.0 on 30th 91.0 on 20th in 2001 58
039253 Rowanlea 168.2 on 30th 136.2 on 27th in 2014 58
039257 Woodbine 127.0 on 15th 116.0 on 4th in 1999 44
039278 Glenhaven 130.4 on 30th 103.5 on 1st in 1994 53
040004 Amberley AMO 143.6 on 31st 113.2 on 28th in 2014 76
040042 Canungra Finch Road 285.0 on 31st 216.9 on 24th in 1953 100
040162 Numinbah State Farm 380.0 on 30th 234.7 on 28th in 1955 76
040290 Maroon 149.0 on 31st 92.4 on 28th in 2014 65
040312 New Beith 175.0 on 31st 122.9 on 6th in 2004 56
040317 Range View 127.2 on 31st 114.2 on 28th in 2014 56
040320 Fort Lytton 178.0 on 31st 125.0 on 11th in 1974 52
040394 Mount Barney 177.0 on 31st 91.4 on 28th in 2014 51
040407 Lumeah 297.0 on 31st 152.0 on 11th in 1974 60
040458 Capalaba Water Treat 163.0 on 31st 146.6 on 10th in 2001 46
040463 Oxley 221.0 on 31st 133.2 on 17th in 1992 45
040490 Carneys Creek The Ranch 141.0 on 31st 125.4 on 28th in 2014 45
040493 Homeleigh 165.6 on 31st 138.6 on 28th in 2014 57
040542 Maclean Bridge 242.0 on 31st 106.0 on 16th in 1992 35
040550 Numinbah 473.0 on 31st 419.4 on 28th in 1955 88
040607 Springbrook Road 500.0 on 31st 252.0 on 28th in 2014 37
040659 Greenbank Thompson Road 160.0 on 31st 121.2 on 28th in 2014 40
040677 Maroon Dam 163.6 on 31st 101.0 on 28th in 2014 45
040708 Monogorilby - Home 81.0 on 5th 69.0 on 3rd in 2010 35
041085 Queen Mary Falls 176.6 on 31st 129.0 on 6th in 2004 59
041098 Tannymorel 92.4 on 31st 88.8 on 6th in 2004 96
041457 Coolmunda Dam 71.0 on 13th 58.0 on 3rd in 1999 41
041509 Traighli 110.0 on 30th 82.0 on 8th in 2000 30
042102 Ripple Downs 48.4 on 31st 46.0 on 29th in 2002 30
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Record highest March daily rainfall

New record Old record
Years

of
record

New South Wales
050110 Peak Hill (Waratah) 100.0 on 14th 71.1 on 3rd in 1987 57
054045 Ashford (Springvale) 83.0 on 19th 74.4 on 29th in 2002 55
054046 Ashford (Burrabogie) 92.0 on 19th 75.4 on 11th in 1982 59
056023 Old Koreelah (McPherson) 153.6 on 31st 121.9 on 28th in 1955 105
056029 Emmaville (Strathbogie) 96.4 on 19th 88.9 on 13th in 1910 144
056088 Emmaville (Severn Valley) 108.6 on 19th 68.0 on 29th in 2002 59
056095 Wellingrove (Brydone) 101.0 on 19th 67.0 on 29th in 2002 53
056098 Dundee (Karinga) 136.0 on 19th 113.8 on 10th in 2001 59
057014 Glen Elgin (Glenbrook) 137.6 on 19th 135.0 on 10th in 2001 103
057024 Woodenbong (Unumgar St) 176.4 on 31st 150.2 on 13th in 1974 84
058002 Bangalow (Fowlers Lane) 300.0 on 31st 275.0 on 11th in 1974 52
058005 Brays Creek (Misty Mountain) 339.0 on 31st 188.0 on 19th in 1978 67
058011 Chillingham 507.0 on 31st 259.0 on 19th in 1978 65
058015 Coraki (Richmond Terrace) 311.8 on 31st 171.4 on 3rd in 1977 122
058019 Doon Doon (McCabes Road) 367.0 on 31st 366.0 on 10th in 1974 59
058036 Chillingham (Limpinwood) 438.0 on 31st 331.0 on 6th in 2004 83
058040 Mullumbimby (Fairview Farm) 362.0 on 31st 284.0 on 11th in 1974 119
058044 Nimbin Post Office 384.0 on 31st 311.7 on 1st in 1929 96
058080 Wooli Beach 166.2 on 16th 163.0 on 9th in 2001 50
058097 New Italy (Vineyard Haven) 287.2 on 31st 201.0 on 9th in 2001 31
058129 Kunghur (The Junction) 413.0 on 31st 251.4 on 11th in 1974 47
058148 Lillian Rock (Williams Road) 407.0 on 31st 244.0 on 11th in 1974 50
058165 Rosebank (Upper Coopers Creek) 271.0 on 31st 258.4 on 4th in 1987 42
058171 Meerschaum Vale (Jenbetdaph) 223.0 on 31st 195.0 on 5th in 1987 40
059019 Ebor (The Racecourse) 257.0 on 19th 243.0 on 9th in 2001 71
061217 St Albans (Espie St) 126.0 on 4th 118.0 on 30th in 2002 50
062021 Mudgee (George Street) 115.0 on 22nd 103.6 on 25th in 1926 145
063093 Wombeyan Caves 82.0 on 14th 78.0 on 30th in 1950 64
Victoria

086265 Hastings 38.2 on 22nd 36.4 on 10th in 1989 40
087114 Drysdale (Brimdale) 70.0 on 22nd 55.6 on 22nd in 1970 50
087119 Wensleydale (Anglesea (Vehicle Proving G 68.2 on 22nd 63.5 on 2nd in 1972 52
088158 Strath Creek 62.0 on 21st 52.2 on 21st in 1989 35
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Record highest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Western Australia

009752 Denbarker 156.0 96.0 in 1998 44
012043 Kookynie 172.0 169.8 in 1927 102
012090 Yeelirrie 155.1 151.6 in 2000 89
012187 Yerilla 175.2 174.2 in 1927 119
012280 Banjawarn 152.0 133.5 in 2016 32
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Record highest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Queensland

033059 Plane Creek Sugar Mill 1315.6 996.4 in 2011 108
033095 Orkabie West Hill 1468.9 882.0 in 1988 54
033096 Mount Dangar 583.0 413.8 in 2012 56
033170 Mystery Park 810.9 565.4 in 1988 44
033186 Carmila Beach Road 1119.4 742.3 in 1963 55
033188 Belgamba 992.4 932.7 in 1988 44
033189 Strathmuir 510.0 312.2 in 1983 74
033260 Svendsen Beach 819.6 615.4 in 1990 30
034016 Carfax 286.5 236.5 in 1994 56
034044 Bruslee 218.0 179.8 in 1994 44
034047 Barmount 287.5 272.0 in 2011 42
035063 Somerby 317.0 246.5 in 1927 92
035274 Juanita 278.7 237.2 in 1994 52
039002 Bajool Post Office 442.0 429.0 in 1990 99
039019 Callemondah Station 722.7 467.3 in 1947 90
039043 Glenlands 474.5 381.8 in 1990 87
039044 Riverslea TM 269.0 239.3 in 1950 77
039054 Jambin Post Office 322.2 308.0 in 1949 89
039068 Mount Larcom Post Office 503.4 406.1 in 1956 104
039077 Euleilah Creek 594.0 498.1 in 1949 78
039092 Miara 423.6 396.8 in 1952 71
039095 Watalgan Winfield Rd 599.0 474.3 in 1937 66
039103 Bancroft 239.6 210.0 in 1976 59
039106 Mount Kroombit 292.0 175.2 in 1963 62
039123 Gladstone Radar 617.2 370.6 in 2014 59
039129 Malakoff 321.6 313.7 in 1938 86
039135 Bargara 385.3 370.7 in 1963 69
039168 Woodgate Store 368.3 344.0 in 1992 39
039175 Lovandee 470.6 264.8 in 2011 37
039220 Charnwood 494.8 458.6 in 1955 86
039223 Kolonga 410.2 292.0 in 1989 51
039240 Kroombit 325.2 288.5 in 1927 83
039253 Rowanlea 518.6 236.2 in 2014 57
039255 Springs 497.0 326.3 in 1963 57
039256 Dingle Dell 309.6 222.6 in 2011 37
039257 Woodbine 345.2 232.8 in 2011 43
039303 Childers South 410.8 327.8 in 2012 38
040004 Amberley AMO 282.8 256.4 in 1963 76
040042 Canungra Finch Road 588.0 522.9 in 1955 100
040094 Harrisville Mary Street 369.0 346.2 in 1939 121
040138 Mounefontein 291.8 211.6 in 1927 109
040139 Mt Alford 457.8 368.8 in 1939 73
040162 Numinbah State Farm 1058.0 644.2 in 1974 73
040177 Proston Post Office 225.2 199.4 in 1949 79
040198 Tarome 416.0 392.8 in 1937 105
040290 Maroon 515.6 255.5 in 1978 69
040310 Mt Berryman 254.7 223.6 in 1977 55
040312 New Beith 429.4 292.0 in 1963 54
040317 Range View 338.6 219.6 in 1963 54
040343 Wamuran 402.8 402.2 in 1925 60
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Record highest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
040385 Minmore 257.2 248.4 in 1947 95
040388 Upper Tenthill 236.2 227.8 in 1963 57
040407 Lumeah 523.4 342.3 in 1974 85
040455 Dunollie 267.0 190.0 in 1956 67
040463 Oxley 437.0 409.0 in 1974 44
040490 Carneys Creek The Ranch 538.0 296.2 in 2014 44
040493 Homeleigh 302.4 302.3 in 1939 99
040542 Maclean Bridge 471.4 187.8 in 1992 35
040550 Numinbah 1199.0 1134.2 in 1955 89
040607 Springbrook Road 1407.0 468.0 in 2006 36
040659 Greenbank Thompson Road 378.0 253.8 in 2014 40
040671 Killara 233.6 228.7 in 1963 60
040675 Townson 384.6 292.6 in 1982 37
040677 Maroon Dam 476.2 225.4 in 2014 45
040693 Highvale 377.0 364.4 in 1974 53
040708 Monogorilby - Home 279.0 179.2 in 2010 35
040715 Shailer Park Oregon Drve 377.2 376.4 in 2001 38
041022 Dalveen 290.2 243.8 in 1914 123
041033 Carawatha 247.7 217.6 in 1947 104
041120 Yangan Post Office 247.6 213.1 in 1939 106
041131 Cooranga North 184.5 178.5 in 1976 53
041166 Springside 332.2 311.2 in 2014 58
041175 Applethorpe 223.8 209.4 in 1989 49
041212 Rosalie Plains 173.0 161.2 in 2011 61
041240 Hereward 227.2 194.8 in 2010 58
041285 Fairleigh 196.4 196.0 in 2011 56
041318 Carramar 195.0 193.0 in 2010 59
041323 Mandala 223.0 200.8 in 2004 48
041339 Loudoun Bridge 242.0 193.0 in 2011 42
041349 Mundagai 258.5 187.4 in 2010 48
041359 Oakey Aero 160.4 139.0 in 2010 47
041369 Moyola 185.5 144.2 in 2014 44
041371 Melva 274.4 203.6 in 1989 97
041454 Girraween Nat Park 237.3 213.2 in 1989 44
041457 Coolmunda Dam 216.4 153.4 in 1989 41
041464 Oakington 250.8 182.6 in 2014 40
041509 Traighli 283.0 160.1 in 1999 30
042016 Hannaford Post Office 239.0 226.0 in 1963 84
042022 Meandarra Post Office 295.7 263.1 in 2010 75
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Record highest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
New South Wales

050108 Wilmatha (Wanganui) 185.4 164.0 in 2012 50
050110 Peak Hill (Waratah) 261.6 197.4 in 2014 57
054045 Ashford (Springvale) 236.5 213.4 in 1982 55
054046 Ashford (Burrabogie) 248.6 194.2 in 2001 59
054065 Nullamanna (Silverdale) 230.8 196.0 in 2001 55
054073 Nullamanna (Belmore) 227.6 181.2 in 1999 58
054078 Inverell (Wandera) 235.7 198.0 in 1999 58
054082 Kings Plains (Croye) 230.9 191.2 in 2001 59
054105 Bundarra (Granite Heights) 198.8 191.0 in 1982 53
054114 Bundarra (Beverley) 156.6 156.2 in 1982 51
055157 Winton (Dalblair) 159.2 151.6 in 1982 56
055176 Loomberah (Pendene) 214.4 164.0 in 1982 59
055302 Nundle (Chaffey Dam) 163.0 155.5 in 1979 40
055311 Duri Post Office 151.8 139.4 in 2001 34
056001 Sapphire (Argyle) 235.2 203.1 in 1977 113
056008 Deepwater Post Office 303.6 268.6 in 1890 128
056009 Emmaville Post Office 295.4 213.8 in 1890 133
056013 Glen Innes Ag Research Stn 251.9 231.6 in 2001 106
056018 Inverell Research Centre 238.8 192.5 in 1959 68
056023 Old Koreelah (McPherson) 311.8 269.4 in 1939 105
056029 Emmaville (Strathbogie) 275.0 214.5 in 2001 144
056088 Emmaville (Severn Valley) 309.4 178.0 in 1989 59
056095 Wellingrove (Brydone) 304.7 172.8 in 2001 52
056098 Dundee (Karinga) 296.0 291.0 in 2001 59
056100 Wellingrove (Wangalea) 317.4 201.1 in 1910 77
056111 Elsmore (Danthonia) 240.3 219.8 in 1999 56
056202 Black Swamp (Maxwell) 275.8 244.2 in 1989 39
056229 Guyra Hospital 216.5 195.0 in 2001 36
057005 Drake (Village Resource Centre) 435.2 377.0 in 2001 125
057093 Cangai (Smelter Creek) 613.8 496.2 in 1974 54
057095 Tabulam (Muirne) 319.2 309.4 in 1994 47
058002 Bangalow (Fowlers Lane) 723.2 676.8 in 1974 54
058011 Chillingham 1222.0 731.0 in 1974 64
058012 Yamba Pilot Station 728.8 617.5 in 1974 140
058015 Coraki (Richmond Terrace) 781.4 581.6 in 1974 120
058020 Murwillumbah (Dungay (Taleswood)) 825.6 823.0 in 1978 62
058036 Chillingham (Limpinwood) 1148.0 848.0 in 1974 80
058040 Mullumbimby (Fairview Farm) 925.0 913.0 in 1978 115
058044 Nimbin Post Office 838.8 750.7 in 1974 94
058045 Nymboida (Armidale Road) 530.4 510.6 in 2001 91
058077 Grafton Research Stn 394.8 316.5 in 1946 62
058080 Wooli Beach 576.0 386.5 in 1964 48
058097 New Italy (Vineyard Haven) 863.0 509.0 in 2001 34
058102 Grafton South (South Grafton (Yeerong)) 549.0 541.0 in 1974 48
058127 Clunes (Flatley Drive) 718.7 609.8 in 1978 54
058129 Kunghur (The Junction) 930.0 668.6 in 1974 46
058148 Lillian Rock (Williams Road) 869.0 662.0 in 1974 50
058171 Meerschaum Vale (Jenbetdaph) 642.4 589.6 in 1994 40
059045 Meldrum (Coolawarrah) 703.0 526.0 in 1956 60
060085 Yarras (Mount Seaview) 986.0 694.2 in 2001 69
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Record highest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
061394 Kulnura (Mangrove Creek Dam) 330.1 261.5 in 1990 35
063013 Berambing 568.8 533.8 in 1978 67
063036 Oberon (Jenolan Caves) 295.4 289.9 in 1956 112
064050 Weetaliba (Munna) 210.8 163.0 in 1982 50
065022 Manildra (Hazeldale) 202.6 194.1 in 1926 128
065068 Parkes Airport AWS 195.4 193.2 in 2012 30
066079 Avalon Beach (Avalon (Palmgrove Rd)) 318.2 298.6 in 1963 38
066124 Parramatta North (Masons Drive) 324.0 310.8 in 1978 52
066141 Mona Vale Golf Club 322.6 290.2 in 2011 44
066142 Duffys Forest (Namba Rd) 361.6 342.8 in 2000 31
066148 Peakhurst Golf Club 295.0 291.2 in 1974 41
066156 Macquarie Park (Willandra Village) 362.9 338.8 in 1978 38
067002 Castlereagh (Castlereagh Road) 312.6 301.8 in 1942 66
068125 Oakdale (Cooyong Park) 397.6 359.1 in 1978 37
068166 Buxton (Amaroo) 249.4 245.0 in 1983 47
068190 Wattamolla (Tamol) 529.0 527.9 in 1978 45
068217 Barrengarry (The Old School House) 459.2 349.2 in 2012 32
069121 Brooman (Carisbrook) 465.0 360.0 in 2012 36
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Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

Western Australia
009518 Cape Leeuwin 91.8 92.5 in 1965
012027 Edjudina 167.3 180.9 in 1927 *
013005 Lorna Glen 150.5 153.0 in 1965 *
013012 Wiluna 146.0 147.1 in 1968 *
South Australia

022807 Kingscote 102.2 106.9 in 1910 *
026007 Frances 56.4 113.4 in 1983
026016 Lucindale Post Office 113.8 114.8 in 1983
026078 Avenue 66.2 128.2 in 1983 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.
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Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

Queensland
031131 Almaden 273.4 316.8 in 1979
033013 Collinsville Post Office 337.0 341.8 in 1946
033076 Yaamba 419.6 507.0 in 1956
035109 Booroondarra 306.2 326.4 in 1940 *
039000 Abercorn 200.7 210.9 in 1963
039009 Boona-Choppa 417.2 436.3 in 1952
039018 Bustard Head Lighthouse 453.8 628.2 in 1956 *
039022 Camboon Station 192.5 353.1 in 1963 *
039036 Eidsvold Post Office 234.5 291.8 in 1952 *
039037 Fairymead Sugar Mill 397.5 427.1 in 1952 *
039040 Gin Gin Post Office 478.5 668.8 in 1898 *
039057 Kalpowar Forestry 352.0 376.1 in 1955 *
039067 Moonmera 428.6 441.8 in 1910
039073 Mundubbera 207.0 212.6 in 1963
039084 Rosedale Post Office 515.0 525.7 in 1937
039096 Wateranga 286.0 342.6 in 1956 *
039104 Monto Township 230.7 246.2 in 1939 *
039204 Colodan 251.2 317.5 in 1963
039205 Wingfield 238.6 292.9 in 1963 *
039251 Hillview 323.7 368.2 in 1977
040021 Biggenden Post Office 312.6 361.0 in 1956
040068 Double Island Point Lighthouse 279.0 284.9 in 1977 *
040071 Lanark 216.0 246.2 in 1963
040075 Esk Post Office 216.6 225.8 in 1963
040079 Forest Hill 208.2 239.4 in 1955 *
040082 University of Queensland Gatton 198.0 219.4 in 1963
040104 Englesberg Village 320.2 361.5 in 1939 *
040106 Kenilworth Township 391.8 505.4 in 1963 *
040111 Kilkivan Post Office 301.7 391.7 in 1955 *
040120 Lowood Don St 247.0 259.7 in 1955 *
040140 Mt Brisbane 222.6 274.5 in 1964 *
040144 Mount Joseph 345.8 405.0 in 1956
040158 Nanango Wills St 265.6 287.5 in 1955
040167 Palen Creek Correctional 360.0 377.4 in 1937 *
040170 Pechey Forestry 254.4 367.0 in 1955 *
040183 Rosevale 343.6 374.0 in 1937
040184 Rosewood Walloon Rd 320.0 372.5 in 1908 *
040186 Samsonvale 417.4 531.0 in 1955 *
040190 Southport Ridgeway Ave 532.8 545.3 in 1939 *
040196 Tallebudgera Guineas Creek Road 628.4 713.3 in 1978 *
040205 Toogoolawah Post Office 222.2 302.5 in 1963
040211 Archerfield Airport 416.2 458.0 in 1974 *
040231 Manly Railway Station 344.4 381.6 in 1974 *
040244 Sunnybank Bowls Club 344.0 411.4 in 1974
040259 Yarraman Upper 235.0 258.0 in 1956 *
040284 Beerburrum Forest Station 363.8 388.4 in 1978 *
040301 Glenaven 206.2 250.4 in 1955
040320 Fort Lytton 305.0 356.0 in 1974 *
040417 Miami Bardon Ave 552.4 773.6 in 1978 *
040449 Placid Hills 234.0 249.3 in 1982

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.
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Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

040458 Capalaba Water Treat 338.4 433.2 in 1974 *
040480 Perseverance Dam 215.2 216.4 in 1982 *
040485 Wilsons Peak 531.2 595.4 in 1937 *
040517 McKenzie Creek 511.6 636.8 in 1955
040609 Elanora Water Treatment Plant 522.5 820.5 in 1978 *
041005 Bell Police 142.0 164.3 in 1958 *
041018 Clifton Post Office 204.4 250.4 in 1963 *
041040 Greenmount Post Office 208.6 217.0 in 1964 *
041047 Inglewood Post Office 224.3 392.9 in 1890 *
041053 Jondaryan Post Office 170.8 209.3 in 1947 *
041056 Killarney Post Office 241.8 287.8 in 1890
041082 Pittsworth 253.2 321.8 in 1890
041085 Queen Mary Falls 349.8 354.9 in 1963
041116 Wallangarra Post Office 251.7 311.4 in 1890
041134 Top Plains 342.0 379.2 in 1967
041208 Spring Creek 253.4 293.2 in 1967
041370 Yagaburne 191.9 195.8 in 1963 *
041404 Ellangowan 181.0 252.7 in 1963
041430 Glenlyon Dam 214.2 226.2 in 1975
041445 Leslie Dam 192.2 192.6 in 1979
043043 Yuleba Garden St 212.9 515.1 in 1890

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.

33 Monthly Weather Review - Australia - March 2017



Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

New South Wales
050004 Bogan Gate Post Office 194.6 199.3 in 1950 *
050014 Condobolin Retirement Village 160.8 254.1 in 1956 *
050016 Goonumbla (Coradgery) 188.6 222.6 in 1950 *
050052 Condobolin Ag Research Stn 168.5 204.1 in 1956
053001 Baradine Post Office 148.9 213.1 in 1961
054023 Barraba (Neranghi) 155.2 157.6 in 1941 *
054029 Warialda Post Office 158.2 166.0 in 1982
054049 Graman (Ulupna) 208.8 252.0 in 1975
054074 Oakwood (Benara) 211.7 213.2 in 1975
054104 Pindari Dam 229.9 235.2 in 1975
055003 Somerton (Bective Estate) 111.5 157.0 in 1982 *
055014 Curlewis Post Office 142.3 158.7 in 1941 *
055017 Premer (Eden Moor) 184.0 219.5 in 1931 *
055038 Mullaley Post Office 150.3 180.4 in 1941 *
055183 Duri (Ashgrove) No 142 112.4 151.0 in 1982 *
056010 Walcha (Emu Creek) 160.8 172.5 in 1951 *
056016 Guyra Post Office 191.2 282.9 in 1931 *
056022 Legume (New Koreelah) 244.2 258.0 in 1967 *
056032 Tenterfield (Federation Park) 222.0 351.1 in 1890
056033 Tingha Post Office 196.8 212.2 in 1931 *
056055 Mole River (Trenayr) 196.4 236.2 in 1975 *
057003 Bonalbo Post Office 276.2 285.1 in 1967 *
057018 Tabulam Post Office 243.6 265.8 in 1967
057020 Urbenville Old Post Office 329.8 404.0 in 1949 *
057023 Ebor (Wongwibinda) 261.4 297.0 in 1890 *
057024 Woodenbong (Unumgar St) 406.2 456.4 in 1939
058004 Mummulgum (Bingeebeebra) 345.0 385.1 in 1964 *
058005 Brays Creek (Misty Mountain) 768.0 815.0 in 1974 *
058006 Brushgrove (Clarence St) 446.6 479.0 in 1974
058019 Doon Doon (McCabes Road) 1111.7 1158.5 in 1974
058027 Harwood Island (Harwood Sugar Mill) 669.0 672.7 in 1974 *
058059 Ulmarra (Newsagency) 433.4 518.1 in 1974 *
058061 Woodburn (Cedar St) 740.2 826.6 in 1974
058070 Rosebank (Repentance Creek) 693.8 735.0 in 1978 *
058074 Kangaroo Creek (Jaloom) 577.6 653.4 in 1974
058113 Green Pigeon (Morning View) 611.2 730.8 in 1978
058138 Kangaroo Creek (Hayfield) 482.6 618.8 in 1974 *
058158 Murwillumbah (Bray Park) 620.1 764.4 in 1978 *
059006 Lower Bucca 612.8 953.1 in 1974 *
059009 Coramba (Glenfiddich) 652.8 817.4 in 1974 *
059030 South West Rocks (Smoky Cape Lighthouse) 459.8 536.1 in 1974 *
059047 Crescent Head 555.8 627.0 in 1974 *
060017 Hannam Vale (Hannam Vale Road) 636.0 725.0 in 1978 *
060022 Laurieton (Elouera St) 488.2 681.2 in 1978 *
060024 Moorland (Denro-An) 486.6 745.2 in 1978 *
060030 Taree (Patanga Cl) 442.6 660.6 in 1978 *
060031 Telegraph Point (Farrawells Road) 493.4 597.6 in 1978 *
060036 Wingham (Lanark Close) 442.0 565.2 in 1978 *
060055 Long Flat Post Office 524.6 584.8 in 1978 *
061075 Merriwa (Bowglen) 199.1 225.9 in 1926 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.
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Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

061082 Wyee (Wyee Farms Rd) 359.4 378.0 in 1977
061119 Wisemans Ferry (Old PO) 286.2 371.0 in 1978 *
061205 Yallambie (Mount Auban) 208.6 247.2 in 1982
061211 Colo Heights (Mountain Pines) 349.7 439.5 in 1978 *
061217 St Albans (Espie St) 364.8 442.0 in 1982 *
061220 Yarramalong (Lewensbrook) 361.2 372.8 in 1978 *
061287 Merriwa (Roscommon) 162.0 208.6 in 1982
062021 Mudgee (George Street) 217.8 303.2 in 1926
062093 Windamere Dam 163.3 180.2 in 1978 *
063009 Blackheath (Lawrence St) 398.8 442.0 in 1978 *
063028 Faulconbridge (St Georges Crescent) 390.9 434.6 in 1956 *
063039 Katoomba (Murri St) 535.6 602.6 in 1978 *
063043 Kurrajong Heights (Bells Line of Road) 465.9 472.5 in 1956 *
063077 Springwood (Valley Heights) 430.2 719.6 in 1894 *
063118 Bilpin (Fern Grove) 488.0 495.8 in 1978 *
063246 Mount Wilson (Clarine) 485.0 593.8 in 1978 *
063254 Orange Agricultural Institute 164.8 174.4 in 1987
064025 Coolah (Binnia St) 171.2 215.6 in 1982 *
065010 Cudal Post Office 165.2 177.0 in 1956
065013 Eugowra Post Office 173.8 186.1 in 1950
066006 Sydney Botanic Gardens 340.4 388.6 in 1975 *
066013 Concord Golf Club 339.0 413.5 in 1956 *
066037 Sydney Airport AMO 232.2 308.8 in 1983
066047 Pennant Hills (Yarrara Road) 381.2 482.1 in 1942 *
066052 Randwick (Randwick St) 245.7 310.3 in 1983
066062 Sydney (Observatory Hill) 326.6 380.3 in 1975
066073 Randwick Racecourse 248.8 282.4 in 1983 *
066078 Lucas Heights (ANSTO) 285.3 329.5 in 1978
066080 Castle Cove (Rosebridge Ave) 297.3 297.8 in 1978 *
066137 Bankstown Airport AWS 230.8 333.7 in 1978
066158 Turramurra (Kissing Point Road) 387.7 441.8 in 1978
066164 Rookwood (Hawthorne Ave) 274.0 321.2 in 1978 *
066176 Audley (Royal National Park) 296.0 337.4 in 1983 *
066182 Frenchs Forest (Frenchs Forest Rd) 317.0 356.9 in 1978
067014 Maroota (Old Telegraph Road) 278.8 360.4 in 1978 *
067019 Prospect Reservoir 334.5 346.2 in 1978
067021 Richmond - UWS Hawkesbury 325.9 326.2 in 1956
067026 Seven Hills (Collins St) 314.0 331.9 in 1978 *
068024 Darkes Forest (Kintyre) 406.4 670.6 in 1978 *
068044 Mittagong (Alfred Street) 311.4 423.9 in 1978
068048 Nowra Treatment Works 305.0 407.2 in 1976 *
068108 Woonona (Popes Rd) 284.0 326.6 in 1983 *
068192 Camden Airport AWS 242.4 343.6 in 1978 *
068200 Douglas Park ( St. Marys Towers) 261.3 357.2 in 1978 *
068229 Bendalong STP 434.8 490.4 in 1975
069006 Bettowynd (Condry) 225.0 317.4 in 1979 *
069016 Milton (Sarah Claydon Village) 341.2 431.4 in 1976 *
069040 Kioloa Old Post Office 294.4 328.4 in 1979 *
069042 Moruya (The Lagoon) 298.0 363.2 in 1983 *
070061 Majors Creek (Larmer Street) 331.0 511.4 in 1978 *
070124 Richlands (Bouverie) 258.2 339.6 in 1978 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.
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Highest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent higher

Victoria
087021 Durdidwarrah 142.0 187.9 in 1970
087119 Wensleydale (Anglesea (Vehicle Proving G 91.8 173.8 in 1983
090010 Branxholme (Bassett) 90.8 93.4 in 1984
090055 Macarthur (Post Office) 68.6 110.8 in 1984 *
090062 Penshurst (The Gums) 98.4 133.0 in 1984
090063 Penshurst (Post Office) 88.2 122.6 in 1984 *

* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a higher value has gone unreported.

Record lowest March total rainfall

New
record Old record

Years
of

record
Tasmania

094169 Taranna (Parks & Wildlife) 15.0 16.3 in 1986 38

Lowest March total rainfall for at least 30 years

Observed
this

month
Most recent lower

South Australia
018088 Ungarra 0.8 0.0 in 1980 *
Tasmania

094010 Cape Bruny Lighthouse 24.1 23.8 in 1978
* note: there are gaps in the historical record at this site, so it is possible a lower value has gone unreported.

36 Monthly Weather Review - Australia - March 2017



Selected observations

Daily and mean maximum temperatures for March 2017
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Daily and mean maximum temperatures for March 2017
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Daily and mean minimum temperatures for March 2017
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Daily and mean minimum temperatures for March 2017
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Daily and total rainfall for March 2017
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Daily and total rainfall for March 2017
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