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A. Summary  
A persistent tropical low was located in the region around 10°S 90°E. The low 
developed into Tropical Cyclone Cathy to the east of Cocos Island on 24 
December. It moved southwards initially then was steered on a westward 
track as it intensified during Christmas Day. As it moved further westward it 
moved into an unfavourable upper wind shear pattern. By 27 December it had 
weakened below tropical cyclone strength.  
 
B. Meteorological Description  
Cathy formed beneath the subtropical ridge in a favourable upper divergence 
region. Cathy then tracked on the northern side of the mid-level ridge axis. 
Cathy moved into a region of strong shear north of the mid-level ridge axis 
and weakened rapidly. 
 
C. Impact 
There is no known damage associated with Tropical Cyclone Cathy. 
 
D. Observations 
Tropical Cyclone Cathy was located well out to sea during its lifecycle and no 
observations were recorded.  
 



Table 1. Best track summary for Cathy, 22 - 28 December 1998.  
Note: Add 8 hours to convert to WST. Refer to best track database for complete track details. 

 

Year Month Day
Hour 

(UTC) 

Position 
Latitude

S 

Position 
Longitude

E 

Max 
wind 

10min 
knots 

Central 
Pressure 

hPa 

Rad. of 
Gales 

nm 
1998 12 22 1900 11.1 100.6 25 1002   
1998 12 22 2200 11.3 100.6 25 1002   
1998 12 23 0100 11.5 100.7 25 1002   
1998 12 23 0400 11.8 100.7 25 1002   
1998 12 23 0700 12.2 100.8 25 1002   
1998 12 23 1000 12.6 100.8 25 1000   
1998 12 23 1300 13.0 100.9 25 1000   
1998 12 23 1600 13.3 101.0 25 1000   
1998 12 23 1900 13.7 101.1 25 1000   
1998 12 23 2200 14.2 101.1 25 1000   
1998 12 24 0100 14.8 100.9 30 998   
1998 12 24 0400 15.3 100.7 35 995 20 
1998 12 24 0700 15.6 100.4 35 995 20 
1998 12 24 1000 15.7 100.2 40 990 20 
1998 12 24 1300 15.8 100.0 40 990 20 
1998 12 24 1600 15.9 99.8 40 990 20 
1998 12 24 1900 15.9 99.5 50 985 20 
1998 12 24 2200 15.9 99.2 50 985 25 
1998 12 25 0100 15.9 98.9 50 985 25 
1998 12 25 0400 16.1 98.5 55 980 30 
1998 12 25 0700 16.3 98.3 55 980 30 
1998 12 25 1000 16.5 98.1 55 980 30 
1998 12 25 1300 16.7 97.8 55 980 30 
1998 12 25 1600 16.8 97.4 55 980 30 
1998 12 25 1900 16.8 97.0 60 975 30 
1998 12 25 2200 16.8 96.6 60 975 40 
1998 12 26 0100 16.7 96.2 60 975 45 
1998 12 26 0400 16.7 95.8 60 975 45 
1998 12 26 0700 16.7 95.5 60 975 40 
1998 12 26 1000 16.6 95.2 55 980 40 
1998 12 26 1300 16.6 94.9 55 980 30 
1998 12 26 1600 16.5 94.7 55 980 30 
1998 12 26 1900 16.4 94.5 50 985 25 
1998 12 26 2200 16.3 94.2 40 990 20 
1998 12 27 0100 16.3 93.9 40 992 15 
1998 12 27 0400 16.2 93.6 35 994 10 
1998 12 27 0700 16.2 93.3 35 996   
1998 12 27 1000 16.1 93.0 30 998   
1998 12 27 1300 16.1 92.7 25 1000   
1998 12 27 1600 16.0 92.3 25 1000   
1998 12 27 1900 16.0 91.7 25 1002   
1998 12 27 2200 15.9 91.2 25 1002   
1998 12 28 0100 15.9 90.6 20 1004   
1998 12 28 0400 15.9 90.1 20 1004   



Figure 1. Track of Tropical Cyclone Cathy 23 – 28 December 1998.  
All times in WST.  
 

 


