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Overview
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Quick link 
www.bom.gov.au/water/nwa/2012

Need help? Download the Quick Guide  
and Companion Guide from the panel at right.?

National Water Account 2012 : Quick Guide

The National Water Account provides the following information for nine nationally significant regions:

	 • 	 total water resource		  • 	 water available for extraction
	 • 	 rights to abstract water	 • 	 actual abstraction of water.

Explore Australia’s most comprehensive water information resource.

www.bom.gov.au/water/nwa/2012


Context

Physical  
information

Learn about the 
region, its water 
resources, land use 
and water-related 
infrastructure. 

Find out what 
water assets are 
included.

Administration

See which 
organisations are 
responsible for 
water management.

Read how legislation, 
plans and provisions 
are applied for 
surface, ground and 
environmental water.

Water  
rights

What are the 
operating rules 
and constraints 
governing water 
entitlements, 
allocations, trades 
and transfers?

Climate  
overview

Examine rainfall, 
evapotranspiration 
and temperature 
maps for the 
reporting year and 
compare to long-
term records.

Water  
overview

Find out about 
significant water 
events, streamflow, 
major water 
initiatives and 
improvements in 
water information 
during the reporting 
year.
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Discover key information about each region.



]
	 Tip!

Water accounting statements

Water assets and  
water liabilities 

Compare the volume of water  
assets and water liabilities. 

Changes in water assets  
and water liabilities

Compare increases and decreases 
in water assets and water liabilities, 
including physical changes and 
paper transactions (claims and 
commitments).

Physical water flows

Compare regional water inflows 
and outflows.
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Find the volume of water assets, water liabilities and water flows within each region.  
Compare with the previous year. Access notes about the numbers.

 
	 Water asset = Water or a claim on water that provides a future benefit.
	 Water liability = An obligation to deliver water to users or other regions which  
	 will result in a reduction in the water asset of the region being reported upon.
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Water accounting statements

Learn more about the values in the Statements. Line item notes include a description  
of how a value was quantified and other supporting information. 

Did you know?  
The statement of changes shows all the increases and decreases, and includes both 
physical changes and paper transactions (claims and commitments) when they occur.  

The statement of physical flows shows only the physical water inflows and outflows 
when they occur.

?



]
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Notes 
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Along with detail about the water stores reported in the statements,  
information on off-channel storages such as dams can be found in the  
Resources and systems notes.

Water accounting 
policies

Find out how and why 
water assets and water 
liabilities are recognised.

Reconciliations

See how the values in 
the water accounting 
statements reconcile  
with each other.

Resources and 
systems

Find a detailed description 
of the water stores and 
detail about water flows.

Access more detailed information about the regions.



Notes 
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References

Find where we sourced 
our information.

Water access

Find how water is 
distributed and shared 
between users. 

Access current 
information about water 
rights and water market 
activity.

Future

Look forward one year 
and see what water 
assets, claims and 
commitments might 
affect the region’s water 
resources.

Line item notes

Access all the notes that 
support the values in the 
statements and regional 
notes. Find a description 
of how these values were 
quantified.

Find more information about the regions and the line items.

]
	 Tip!	 Definitions of report line items can be found in the glossary, accessed from the 

	 right-hand navigation bar.



Accountability statement
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Tell us how the account meets your needs: nwa@bom.gov.au

Find out how a regional water account meets the requirements of the  
Australian Water Accounting Standard 1.

With the exception of logos and front cover photograph, this guide is licensed  
under a Creative Commons Australia Attribution Licence.
The terms and conditions of the licence are at www.creativecommons.org.au

© Commonwealth of Australia (Bureau of Meteorology) 2013.
Images © Individual copyright holders 2013	   
Photograph front cover: Loddon River at Bridgewater  |   Courtesy of Alison Pouliot.
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