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Overview

Explore Australia’s most comprehensive water information report.

The National Water Account provides the following information for nine nationally significant water use regions:

e total water resource
e rights to abstract water

e water available for extraction
e actual abstraction of water.
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National Water Account 2013

The 2013 Account contains 2 set of water accounting repoarts for nine nationally significant water use regions.

It covers a one year period, from 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013,

Reports for the Canberra, Daly, Ord and Perth regions are now available. Reports for the Adelaide, Melboumne,
Murray-Darling Rasin, South Fast Queensland and Sydney regions will be available in upcoming releases.
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Region overview

Find out about the region’s climate, surface water storage, urban water supply and irrigation
for the year.

Links are provided for more detail.

Bureay Mo « Watet 17T at00 « Mational Wiater BoCoUT + 2013 Bcoou » Catbatta » REgion Gvetiem

Region overview  Contextusl informaltion  Water Accownling Statements  HNot=s  Accountability Stat=ment

Canberra
Overview of the 2012-13 year

The Canberra region is located in the southeast of Australia and within the Murray-Darling Basin. It covers the
Australian Capital Territory and extends into Mew South Wales. One of the distinctive features of the region is
the Lake Burley Griffin, in the centre of Canberra. The Murrumbidges River is the main waterway joining with
Cotrer River, Gudgenby River, Molongla River. and Queanbeyan River lowing through the region,

Water supply in the region is primarily sourced from storages and rivers. The major storages in the region are
Bendora, Corin, Cotter, and Googong reservoirs. Recently, Cotter Reservoir was enlarged to increase its total
capacity by nearly 20 times from 2,856 ML te 79,275 ML to deal with frequent, longer, and seveare droughts
without implementing high-level water restrictions for extended perieds. As a result, total surface water
storage capacity in the Canberra region has increased to 282,898 ML from 207,379 ML during the 2012-13
year.

Rainfall across the Canberra region was generally below average for the 2012-13 year. These rainfall
conditions, compared to the 2011-12 year, contributed to decreased inflows into surface water storages. The
volume of water held in storages decreased during the 201213 year by 24, 840 ML. Closing nat water assets
in the Canberra region were 216,876 ML, compared to 241,667 ML at the end of the 2012-13 year. For more
informatien on the region's water assets refer to Water accounting statements.

The key water account information for the Canberra region during the 2012-13 year is presented in the
fallowing table. Information on the uncertainty associated with the volumes presented in the table is provided
in the relevant sections of the account.

Key water account information for the Canberra region during the 2012-
13 year

Contextual information: Climate overview
2012-13 2011-12 Long-term average

Rainfall: 692 mm Rainfall: 1,115 mm Rainfall: 800 mm

L, Ewvapotranspiration: 714  Evapotranspiration: 790 Ewapotranspiration: 658
. mm mm mm

For more detail on the Canberra climate refer to Climate overvigw,

Contextual information: Water overview

Molongle River Cotter River Queanbeyan River

below mean annual flow below mean annual flow above mean annual Alow

For more detail on streamflow in the Canberra region refer to Water overview,
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Context

Discover important background information about the region.

Physical
information

Learn about the
region, its water
resources, land use
and water-related
infrastructure.

Find out what

Administration

See which
organisations are
responsible for
water management.

Read how legislation,
plans and provisions

Water
rights

What are the
operating rules
and constraints
governing water
entitlements,
allocations, trades
and transfers?

Climate
overview

Examine rainfall,
evapotranspiration
and temperature
maps for the
reporting year and
compare to long-
term records.

are applied for
surface, ground and
environmental water.

water assets are
included.

* 2013 Accoutt « Canderrs & Comiextusl infarmation & Physical intrmation

Water
overview

Find out about
significant water
events, streamflow,
major water
initiatives and
improvements in
water information
during the reporting
year.

rvicw  Contextual information  Water Aocounting Statements  Neltes  Accountabilty Statement

 Cimate sven

Physical information

General description

Land use

Significant aquatic ecosystams

Significant Indigenous cultural places and practices
Water resources

Surface water

Groundwater

Other water resources and systems

General description

Area: 4,202 km?
Population: Approximately 421,700 (Australian Bureay of Statistics 2013)

The Canberra ragion is located in the southeast of Australia (Figure P1) and within the Murray=Darling Basin
(Figure P2].
Itis characterised by forested mountains in the south and west of the region, and plains in the north of the

region (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2007}, The Canberra region boundary (Figure P3) encompasses the
Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and extends into New South Wales (NSW). The boundary of the Canberra
ragion captures the whole of the water supply system in the ACT. The ACT and NSW governments administer
the part of the region that is within their respective jurisdictions.

. AR .

—
Figure P1 Location map of the Canberra region within Australia
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Water accounting statements

Find the volume of water assets, water liabilities and water flows within the region.
Compare with the previous year. Access notes about the numbers.

Water Assets and Changes in Water Assets Water Flows

Water Liabilities and Water Liabilities Compare regional water inflows
Compare the volume of water Compare increases and decreases and outflows.

assets and water liabilities. in water assets and water liabilities,

including physical changes and
paper transactions (claims and
commitments).

MSW WVIC QLD WA SA TAS ACT NT AUSTRALIA | GLOBAL A ANTARCTIC

Bursay Home » Wigler [varmanion ¢ Natons Water Aocoum » 2013 Accoutt ¢ Catbetry ¢ Water ACCouTiing Statemenis # Woter Assets and Water Liasiies

Region overview| Cont=xtusl information  Waltzr Sccounling Statements MNoles  Accouplability Stat=ment

._ﬂiwnhmmﬂmm

anperra
Statement of Water Assets and Water Liabilities
as at 20 June 20132 Expand all Collapse all
Water assets
[F] Surface water 215,921 240,761

Groundwater - -

[+] urban water system 955 906

Total water assets 216,876 241,667

Water liabilities

Surface water liability (1] 1]
Groundwater liability o o
Total water liabilities [1] 0
Opening net water assets 241,667 240,607
Add/(Less): Change in net water assets (24,791) 1,060
Closing net water assets 216,876 241,667

Water asset = Water or a claim on water that provides a future benefit.
Water liability = An obligation to deliver water to users or other regions which
will result in a reduction in the water asset of the region being reported upon.
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Water accounting statements

Learn more about the values in the Statements. Line item notes include a description
of how a value was quantified and other supporting information.

AUSTRALTA GLORAL ANTARCTICA

Burmys mema * WaRer iterin = Nabeew Wuter Secrers * JULE Syl * LAREITY * Wn ASSIueting Saemasin o WNIRS ASSICE §R3 TADN Latatan

Ragion evarven  Contextusl information  Waler Azcounting Statements  Holes  Azcountability Statement

Canberra

Statement of Water Assets and Walter Liabilities |

as at 30 June 2013 1.1 Storages Notes ®
Water assets Canberra

[ Surface waler
L.l Storages

1.2 Unreaulated rver

1.1 Slorages

Supporting information
Quantthcabon approach

Supporting information

28 Lok ekl

Thaes hrve e regresents the volume of water held in storages thel & ued 1o sdminsler water aganst enbitlements in the Canberra
Total Surface water region.
The velume held in the starages in the Canberra region is recorded as 181,290 ML on 30 June 2013, itincludes the dead sterage capacity
Due to the enlergement of Cotter Reservair during 2012-13 vear, total capecity of the reservoir incressed from 3,865 ML to 79,375 ML
and dead starage increasad fram 9 ML to 3,178 ML. As capacity has recently been increased, storage level is slightly above the previous
| capacity as of 30 June 2013 while the new capagty fills.

Specific details of storages are previded in the fellowing table. The wolumes in the table were updated by ACTEW water during the 2012-
13 year.

& Groundwater

[ urban water system

Tolal waler assels

Water halnlities valume of water held in entitlement system starages in the Canberra region B
‘Water storage name | Total storage capacity (ML) | Dead storage capacity (ML) |3G June 2013 (HL}[ 30 June 2012 (ML)

& Surface waler liability

[ Groundwater liability Bendors 11,543 57 8,321 9,977

y T |Corin 70,847 110 42,848 70,909

Total water liabilities Catter 79,375 3,178 9,537 3,847
Gaagang 121,083 1,675 121,082 121,408

Opening net water assets Total 182 898 5,060 181,390/ 206,139

a TOP

Did you know?
The statement of changes shows all the increases and decreases, and includes both
physical changes and paper transactions (claims and commitments) when they occur.

The statement of physical flows shows only the physical water inflows and outflows
when they occur.
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Notes

Access more detailed information about the region.

Water accounting Reconciliations Water resources and
policies See how the values in systems

Find out how and why the water accounting Find a detailed description
water assets and water statements reconcile of the water stores and
liabilities are recognised. with each other. detail about water flows.

NT ANTARCTTCA

ALISTRALTA

NSW  VIC

Region overyiew Contaxtual information Water Accounting Statements Notes  Accountability Statement

,\m 5

Canberra
Water accounting policies

2. Intreduction

b. Recognition of water assets and water liabilities

¢. Recognition of changes in water assets and water liabilities

d. Water asssets and water liabilities that fail the recognition eriteria

e. Changes to water assets and water liabilities that were not recognised
f. Restatement of comparative year information

g. Transactions within the region

a. Introduction
The information presented in the Canberra region water accounting report is based on agreements between,
and information provided by:

® ACTEW Water

* Queanbyean City Council (QCC)

* Australian Capital Territory Governmaent, Environment and Sustainable Development Directorate (ESOD)

* Mew South Wales (NSW) Office of water.

This report has been prepared using an accrual basis of water accounting, with the exception of the water
flaw infarmation. The water attribute being quantified is valume and the unit of account is megalitres (ML),

A TOP
b. Recognition of water assets and water liabilities

Only water that is held or managed by the state or terntory hicensing authonty, or the region’s urban water
system, and from which future benefit can be derived by stakeholders of the region, is defined as a water
asset. Water liabiliies are constituted by present commitments to supply water, the discharge of which is
expected to result in 3 decrease of the region’s water asSets or an INCrease in another water commitment to
supply water.

A water asset is recognised in the Statement of Water Assets and Water Liahilities provided:

Along with detail about the water stores reported in the statements, information on
off-channel storages such as dams can be found in the Resources and systems notes.
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Notes

Find more information about each region and the line items.

Water access and use Future outlook References Line item notes

Find how water is Look forward one year Find where we sourced Access all the notes that
distributed and shared and see what water our information. support the values in the
pbetween users. assets, claims and statements and regional

commitments might
affect the region’s water
resources.

notes. Find a description
of how these values were
quantified.

Access current
information about water
rights and water market
activity.

CONTACTS Search

l!'f.L At linn Government

=t Burean ol Mctowrology H3W VIC QLD WA | 3A TA3 ACT NT AUSTRALIA GLOBAL ANTARCTICA

Bureau Home = Water Infarmation = Mational Water Account = 2012 Account = Canberra = Notes = Water access and use

Region overview Contextual information  Water Accounting Staterments  Nobes

Acrpuntability Statement

Canberra
Water access and use

Water rights, entitlements, allocations and restrictions
+ a. Introduction
» b. Surface water rights
+ ¢. Groundwater rights

Water market activity
= & Water market activity

Watar use
+ a. Economic benefit
s b. Environmental benefit

Water rights, entitlements, allocations and restrictions
a. Introduction

This note provides information about the wataer access rights granted by jurisdictions to the users of the
region's water resources and the assadiated allocation announcements, diversions, and forfeitures and
adiustments. Information about restrictions to water access rights is also included in this note.

Information about restrictions to urban consumers is not included in this note, but rather in the contextual
infarmation, in Water Rights-Operating rules and canstraints.

Other arrangements, contracts or inter-basin agreements that may or may not result in the creation of water
assets and water liabilities are not reported here. These can be found in the "Surface water mote’,
'Graundwater nate” and the ‘Urban system note’.

The 2013 Account acknowledges the varying junsdichonal leqisiative water resource management
frameworks @  related to Australian rights to water that support water resource management in Australia.
The legislative water resource management framewarks vary greatly between junsdichions, sometimes
making comparisons difficult. To facilitate meaninagful comparison between the water accounting reports
included in the 2013 Account, the Bureau of Meteorology has developed and apphed an accounting concepl

Definitions of report line items can be found in the glossary, accessed from the
right-hand navigation bar.
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Accountability statement

Find out how a regional water account meets the requirements of the
Australian Water Accounting Standard 1.

Eraa HAma = BaIAC [3/aemanion = Marssal Warer Arcauny * 2043 ALchun * CARRAITA * Atcsumabny Sravensa

Rglon evervies i i Water i Motes Stal

Canberra
Accountability Staternent

1, This water accounting report has been prepared and presented in accordance with the Ausiralian Water

Accounting Standard I, with the follswing exceptions:

* Mo Assurance Statement was prepared becausa the standard for, and practica of, assurance of water
* Wotes on the quantification approadhes and levels of uncemainty are incomplete because the knowledpe
base is often inadequate.

* Mo infermation (8 disclazed AbOUT MACERAl Evants that occurred Mfter 20 Juné 2013, such 32 sxtreme
precpitation and signdicant water rights purchases, This ir i publicty

* assak changes for water stores (surface water and groundy ) hava baen i ntha
Changes in Water Asssts and Water Liabiltias, amﬂl&lﬂw“mmmb—q
ncuded in the Statement of Water Assets and Water Liabilities for the following kne items:

~ 2.1 Watar tabla aquifar
= 2.2 Underlying aquifer
- 3.2 Wastawaber system

This 18 because water store flows and levels could be quantifbed but storage volumes lor these items could
not.

* Tha volumas of water assets and water kabdities incuding the vohemes of changes to water assats and
water kabditias that fasad the racogniton oriteria ware reportad n the waber accounting statamants with

dashes (=) in order to highlight data and knowladge gaps that may affect tha waber accounting statemant
balances

* Mo infermatson i3 disclosed on water lor sooal and cultursl benelit.

Tell us how the account meets your needs:

With the exception of logos and front cover photograph, this guide is licensed under a Creative Commons Australia
Attribution Licence.

[@)sy |

The terms and conditions of the licence are at www.creativecommons.org.au

© Commonwealth of Australia (Bureau of Meteorology) 2014.

Images © Individual copyright holders 2014.

Photograph front cover: Lake Argyle on the Ord River, Western Australia | Photograph by John Carnemolla (iStockphoto).
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